M. Preston P. Pate, Director

State of North Carolina

Department of Environment and Natural Resources
Di vision of Marine Fisheries

P. O Box 769

Morehead City, North Carolina 28557-0769

Dear M. Pate:

Enclosed is Permt No. 1528, issued under the authority of
Section 10 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973. This permt
authorizes the take of |isted sea turtles incidental to | arge and
smal |l nmesh gillnet fishing in specified areas of southeastern
Pam i co Sound. The permt applies only to fishing in the
restricted areas defined as foll ows:

1. SGNRA 1 is the area fromWinwight Island to Ccracoke Inlet
bound by the follow ng points:

Begi nning at a point on Core Banks at 34° 58. 7963' N
76°10.0013"W running northwesterly to Marker # 2CS at the nouth
of Wai nwright Channel at 35° 00.2780'N- 76°12.1682'W then
runni ng northeasterly to Marker "HL" at 35° 01.5665' N 76°
11.4277°'W then running northeasterly to Marker #1 at 35°
09.7058'N- 76° 04.7528'" W then running southeasterly to a point
at Beacon Island at 35° 05.9352'N- 76°02. 7408' W then

runni ng south to a point on the northeast corner of Portsnouth

| sl and at 35°03. 7014'N- 76° 02.2595'W then running sout hwesterly
al ong the shore of Core Banks to the point of beginning.

2. SGNRA 2

The area from Qcracoke Inlet to Hatteras Inlet bound by the
foll ow ng points: Beginning at a point near Marker #7 at the
mout h of Silver Lake at 35°06.9091' N 75°59.3882' W running north
to Marker # 11 near Big Foot Slough Entrance at

35°08. 7890' N-76°00. 3606' W then runni ng northeasterly to a point
at 35°13.4489' N-75°47.5531' W then running south to a point

nort hwest of the Ccracoke/ Hatteras Ferry term nal on the Qcracoke
side at 35°11.5985'N- 75°47.0768' W then southwesterly along the
shore to a point of beginning.

3. SGNRA 3

The area fromHatteras to Avon Channel bound by the foll ow ng

poi nts: Beginning at a point near Marker “HR' at 35° 13.3152' N -
75° 41.6694" W runni ng northwest near Marker “42 RC’ at Hatteras
Channel at 35° 16.7617' N — 75" 44.2341'W then running easterly to a
point off Marker #2 at Cape Channel at 35° 19.0380'N - 75° 36.2993" W
then running northeasterly near Marker #1 at the Avon Channel Entrance
at 35° 22.8212'N — 75° 33.5984" W then running southeasterly near



Mar ker #6 on Avon Channel at 35° 20.8224'N- 75° 31.5708" W then

runni ng easterly near Marker #8 at 35° 20.9412'N — 75° 30. 9058 W then
running to a point on shore at 35° 20.9562' N-75° 30.8472° W then
follow ng the shoreline in a southerly and westerly direction to
t he point of begi nning.

4. SGNRA 4

The area from Avon Channel to Rodanthe bound by the foll ow ng
poi nts: Beginning at a point near Marker #1 at the Avon Channe
Entrance at 35° 22.8212' N 75° 33.5984"W then running northerly
to a Point on Gull Island at 35° 28.4495 N-75° 31.3247°W then
runni ng north near Marker “ICC’ at 35° 35.9891' N 75° 31.2419° W
then running northwesterly to a point at 35° 41.0000°N — 75°
33.8397"N — 75° 29.3271' W then following the shoreline in a
southerly direction to a point on shore near Avon Harbor at 35°
20. 9562’ N 75° 30.8472° W then running westerly near Marker #8 at
35° 20.9412° N 75° 30.9058 W then running westerly near Marker
#6 on Avon Channel at 35° 20.8224'N- 75° 31.5708"W then running
northwesterly to the point of beginning.

5. Ccracoke Corridor (OC

The area in Ccracoke Inlet bound by the follow ng points:

Begi nning at a point at 35° 07.9390'N- 76° 03.8080'W then
runni ng northeasterly to Marker #9 at N ne Foot Shoal Entrance at
35" 08.4411'N- 76° 02.6848' W then running northeasterly

to Marker "14 BF" at 35° 09.3627'N- 76° 00.6259' W then running
sout heast to Marker #7 at the nmouth of Silver Lake at 35°
06.9091' N 75" 59.3882'W then followi ng the shoreline

sout hwesterly to a point at the north side of Ccracoke

Inlet at 35° 04.4200' N 75° 59.9245'"W then crossing the inlet to
a point on Portsnouth Island at 35° 03.7014'N- 76° 02. 2595 W
then in a northerly direction to a point on Beacon Island at 35°
05.9352N- 76° 02.7408' W then running in a northwesterly
direction to the point of beginning.

6. Hatteras Corridor (HO

The area in Hatteras Inlet bound by the follow ng points:

Begi nning at a point at 35° 13.4489'N 75° 47.5531' W runni ng
east to the site of an old platformat 35" 14.0100' N 75°
45.8097' W then runni ng northeast to Marker "42 RC' at

the nouth of Hatteras Channel at 35° 16.7617'N- 75° 44.2341' W
then follow ng the channel to Marker "HR' at 35° 13.3152'N- 75°
41.6694'W then following the shoreline to a point on the north
side of Hatteras Inlet at 35°11.3408' N 75°44.9907' W then
crossing the inlet to the south side to a point on Qcracoke
Island at 35° 11.0793'N- 75° 45.9645' W then follow ng the
shoreline northwest to a point northwest of the Ccracoke/ Hatteras
ferry termnal at 35°11.5985'N- 75°47.0768' W then running in a
northerly direction to the point of beginning.

7. Oegon Inlet Corridor (A Q)

The area in Oregon Inlet bound by the follow ng points: Begi nning
at a point at Marker #12 at O d House Channel at 35° 45.0883" N
75° 35.9600'W then followi ng the channel in a northeasterly
direction to Marker #53 at 35° 47.2157' N 75° 34.4264' W then
runni ng easterly to Marker #13 near Oregon Inlet Fishing Center
har bor entrance at 35 47.7076'N- 75° 32.9762'W then running



southerly to a point on the south side of Oregon Inlet at 35
46. 0500' N 75° 31.6166°W then running in a southerly direction
al ong the shoreline to a point at 35° 41.0000° N 75° 29.3271' W
then running west to a point at 35° 41.0000° N- 75° 33.8397" W
then in a northerly direction to the point of beginning.

8. MANRA
The area on the mainl and side of Pamico Sound, fromthe shoreline
of Hyde and Paniico Counties out to 200 yards between 76°30' Wand
75°42' W

Pl ease review Permt 1528 to ensure that you understand what is
aut hori zed, and that you conply with the Permt conditions. The
original permt and a file copy of the signature page are encl osed.
Pl ease sign and date both, and return the signature page narked
"FI LE COPY" to our office. In the future, should you need a change
in this authorization, please submt a nodification request.

Your attention is particularly directed to Section |V.B. which
describes reporting requirenents. This permt expires on
Decenber 31, 2010. However, please note that annual renewal of
this permit before this date is not automatic. Yearly eval uation
of this permt by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NVS) will
i nclude re-analyses of all data and a re-assessnent of the take
| evel s prior to the 2nd and 3rd year re-authorization. The fee for
this permt is waived.

Pl ease note that Permt #1528 is not valid until our office
recei ves the signed copy. You may subnmit the copy by facsimle to
(301)417-2522 and confirm by mail. If you have any questions

concerning the permt, please contact Therese Conant at
301-713-1401 x126.

Si ncerely,

P. M chael Payne
Chi ef, Marine NManmmal and Turtl e Division
Ofice of Protected Resources



Permt No.: 1528
Expirati on Date: Decenmber 31, 2010

PERM T TO | NCI DENTALLY TAKE ENDANGERED/ THREATENED SPECI ES

I. AUTHORIZATION

The North Carolina Division of Marine Fisheries (NCDMF) i s hereby
authorized to incidentally take the endangered and threatened sea
turtles specified below while inplenmenting the 2005-2010 fal
season of large and small nesh gillnet fishing in southeastern
Pam i co Sound in the manner specified in the Permt Holder's
March 22, 2005, application and supporting docunents, subject to
the provisions of Section 10 of the Endangered Species Act of
1973 (ESA) (16 U.S.C. 88 1531-1543), the National Marine

Fi sheries Service (NVFS) regul ati ons governing |listed species
permts (50 CFR Parts 222 and 223), and the conditions

herei nafter set forth.

II. ABSTRACT

The NCDMWF has requested an individual incidental take permt to
manage its large (5 inches or greater stretched nmesh) and smal
mesh gillnet fishery (less than 5 inches stretched nesh) in the
Gllnet Restricted Areas (GNRA), defined as the foll ow ng eight
areas in southeastern Pamico Sound, North Carolina.

1. SGN\RA 1

The area from Wi nwight Island to Ccracoke I nlet bound by the
foll owi ng points: Beginning at a point on Core Banks at 34-°
58.7963' N 76°10.0013' W running northwesterly to Marker # 2CS at
the nouth of Wai nwight Channel at 35° 00.2780'N- 76°12.1682' W
then running northeasterly to Marker "HL" at 35 01.5665'N- 76°
11.4277°'W then running northeasterly to Marker #1 at 35°

09. 7058 N 76" 04.7528"W then running southeasterly to a point
at Beacon Island at 35° 05.9352' N 76°02. 7408' W then

runni ng south to a point on the northeast corner of Portsnouth
Island at 35°03. 7014'N- 76" 02.2595'W then running sout hwesterly
al ong the shore of Core Banks to the point of beginning.

2. SGNRA 2

The area from Ccracoke Inlet to Hatteras Inlet bound by the
foll owi ng points: Beginning at a point near Marker #7 at the
nmouth of Silver Lake at 35°06.9091' N 75°59.3882' W running north
to Marker # 11 near Big Foot Slough Entrance at

35°08. 7890' N-76°00. 3606' W then runni ng northeasterly to a point
at 35°13.4489'N-75°47.5531' W then running south to a point

nort hwest of the Ocracoke/ Hatteras Ferry term nal on the Ccracoke
side at 35°11.5985' N- 75°47.0768' W then southwesterly along the
shore to a point of beginning.



3. SG\RA 3

The area fromHatteras to Avon Channel bound by the follow ng
poi nts: Beginning at a point near Marker “HR' at 35° 13.3152' N -
75" 41.6694° W runni ng northwest near Marker “42 RC' at Hatteras
Channel at 35" 16.7617'N — 75" 44.2341' W then running easterly to a
poi nt of f Marker #2 at Cape Channel at 35° 19.0380'N — 75° 36.2993" W
then running northeasterly near Mrker #1 at the Avon Channel Entrance
at 35° 22.8212'N — 75° 33.5984" W then running southeasterly near

Mar ker #6 on Avon Channel at 35° 20.8224'N- 75° 31.5708 W then

runni ng easterly near Marker #8 at 35 20.9412°’N — 75° 30.9058 W then
running to a point on shore at 35" 20.9562’ N-75° 30.8472' W then
following the shoreline in a southerly and westerly direction to
t he poi nt of begi nning.

4. SGNRA 4

The area from Avon Channel to Rodanthe bound by the follow ng
poi nts: Beginning at a point near Marker #1 at the Avon Channel
Entrance at 35° 22.8212' N 75° 33.5984"W then running northerly
to a Point on Gull Island at 35° 28.4495 N-75° 31.3247°W then
runni ng north near Marker “ICC’ at 35° 35.9891'N- 75° 31.2419° W
then running northwesterly to a point at 35° 41.0000°N — 75°
33.8397" N - 75" 29.3271' W then followi ng the shoreline in a
southerly direction to a point on shore near Avon Harbor at 35°
20.9562' N- 75° 30.8472°W then running westerly near Marker #8 at
35° 20.9412°' N 75° 30.9058 W then running westerly near Marker
#6 on Avon Channel at 35° 20.8224'N- 75° 31.5708"W then running
northwesterly to the point of beginning.

5. Ccracoke Corridor (OC

The area in Ccracoke Inlet bound by the follow ng points:

Begi nning at a point at 35° 07.9390'N- 76° 03.8080"W then
runni ng northeasterly to Marker #9 at Ni ne Foot Shoal Entrance at
35" 08.4411'N- 76° 02.6848' W then running northeasterly

to Marker "14 BF" at 35° 09.3627'N- 76" 00.6259'W then running
sout heast to Marker #7 at the nouth of Silver Lake at 35°
06.9091' N- 75° 59.3882'W then follow ng the shoreline

sout hwesterly to a point at the north side of Qcracoke

Inlet at 35° 04.4200'N- 75° 59.9245'W then crossing the inlet to
a point on Portsnouth Island at 35° 03.7014'N- 76° 02. 2595 W
then in a northerly direction to a point on Beacon |Island at 35
05.9352N- 76° 02.7408' W then running in a northwesterly
direction to the point of beginning.

6. Hatteras Corridor (HO

The area in Hatteras Inlet bound by the foll ow ng points:
Beginning at a point at 35° 13.4489'N- 75° 47.5531' W running
east to the site of an old platformat 35" 14.0100' N 75°
45.8097' W then running northeast to Marker "42 RC' at

the mouth of Hatteras Channel at 35° 16.7617'N- 75 44.2341' W
then follow ng the channel to Marker "HR' at 35° 13.3152'N- 75°
41.6694' W then follow ng the shoreline to a point on the north
side of Hatteras Inlet at 35°11. 3408' N 75°44.9907' W then
crossing the inlet to the south side to a point on Ccracoke
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Island at 35° 11.0793'N- 75° 45.9645' W then follow ng the
shoreline northwest to a point northwest of the Ccracoke/ Hatteras
ferry termnal at 35°11.5985'N- 75°47.0768' W then running in a
northerly direction to the point of beginning.

7. Oegon Inlet Corridor (A Q)

The area in Oregon Inlet bound by the follow ng points: Begi nning
at a point at Marker #12 at O d House Channel at 35° 45.0883" N
75° 35.9600'W then followi ng the channel in a northeasterly
direction to Marker #53 at 35° 47.2157°'N- 75° 34.4264' W then
runni ng easterly to Marker #13 near Oregon Inlet Fishing Center
har bor entrance at 35" 47.7076'N- 75° 32.9762'W then running
southerly to a point on the south side of Oregon Inlet at 35°
46. 0500' N 75° 31.6166°W then running in a southerly direction
al ong the shoreline to a point at 35° 41.0000' N 75° 29.3271' W
then running west to a point at 35° 41.0000° N~ 75° 33.8397" W
then in a northerly direction to the point of beginning.

8. MANRA
The area on the mai nl and side of Panmlico Sound, fromthe shoreline
of Hyde and Paniico Counties out to 200 yards between 76°30' Wand
75°42' W

High levels of sea turtle strandings in the fall of 1999 were
determined to be the likely result of incidental capture in the
| arge nesh gillnets used in the fishery for southern flounder in
this area. Since incidental capture of listed sea turtles was
unaut hori zed, NMFS i npl enent ed an energency 30-day rul e cl osing the
fishery towards the end of the season (64 FR 70196, Decenber 16,
1999). NWMFS restricted fishing wwth gillnets greater than 4 1/4"
stretched nesh in Panlico Sound from Sept enber 28 t hrough Decenber
15, 2001 (66 FR 50350, COctober 3, 2001), and then pernmanently on an
annual basis from Septenber 1 through Decenber 15 (67 56931,
Sept enber 6, 2002)

In order to allow the shallow water fishery to operate in the
cl osed area, NWMFS issued a section 10(a)(1l)(B) Incidental Take
Permt #1259 to NCDMF (65 FR 65840, Novenber 2, 2000), Permt #1348
(66 FR 51023, Cctober 5, 2001), and Permt #1398 (67 FR 67150,
Novenber 4, 2002) for managing the sea turtle interactions in
certain factions of the commercial fall gill net fisheries for
fl ounder in the southeastern portion of Pamico Sound. On March
22, 2005, NCDMF submitted an application to NMFS for a Permt
(#1528) authorizing incidental take of ESA-listed sea turtles
associated with the shall owwater fishery for the 2005 t hrough 2010
fall fishing seasons. This application includes endangered Kenp’s
ridley, |eatherback, and hawksbill sea turtles and the threatened
green and | oggerhead sea turtl es.

The goal of the conservation plan for these permts was for NCDWVF
to nonitor sea turtle interactions in the fall large nmesh gill net
fishery in the PSGNRA and to inplenent managenent mneasures to
reduce sea turtle nortality by 50 percent from Septenber 15-
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Decenber 15, conpared to the | evel s seen in the strandi ngs of 1999.
Corresponding limts were set on the levels of observed takes of
sea turtles - both live and lethal takes - and docunented
st randi ngs.

NCDVF inplenmented registration and reporting requirenments and
yardage limtations for the large mnmesh gillnet fishery 1in
sout heastern Pam i co Sound. NCDWF has and will continue to nonitor
sea turtle interactions through reports from fishery observers,
fi shermen, and NCDMF Marine Patrol. Managenent neasures identified
in the Conservation Plan include tending requirenents for smal
mesh gillnets; restrictions on the nmaxi mum net |ength per fishing
operation; and prohibitions of |arge nesh gillnets in areas around
the inlets.

IITI. INCIDENTAL TAKE AUTHORIZATION

Li sted Species Affected:
Endanger ed

Leat herback turtle Dermochelys coriacea
Hawksbi Il turtle Eretmochelys imbricata
Green turtle Chelonia mydas

Kenp’s ridley turtle Lepidochelys kempii

Thr eat ened

Loggerhead turtle Caretta caretta

" Green turtles in U.S. waters are listed as threatened except for the Florida
breeding population which is listed as endangered. Due to the inability to
distinguish between these populations away from the nesting beach, green turtles
are considered endangered wherever they occur in U.S. waters.

Aut hori zed | evels of annual incidental take are specified in the
tabl e bel ow. The anobunt of incidental take is expressed for each
species in two ways, as estinmated |ethal take and estinmated |ive
t ake. Because reaching the estimted |evel for any category of
take for any species would end the incidental take authorization,
it is highly unlikely that all five species would be inpacted at
these full levels. Take nust be incidental to otherw se | awful
activities associated with the large and small mnmesh gillnet
fishery, and as conditioned herein. The permt covers incidental
take from Septenber 1, 2005 through Decenber 31, 2010.
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Table 1 Annual Estimated Take derived from at-sea monitoring program 2001 - 2004.

Speci es Total
Estimated Live Esti mat ed Estimated Take
Let hal
Kenp’s Ridley' |27 14 41
G een 120 48 168
Logger head* 38 3 41
Total 185 65 250
Estimated Take
Speci es Observed (not extrapol at ed) Total Observed
Take
Hawksbi | | 2 lethal or live, observed, 2
all areas
Leat her back 2 lethal or live, observed, 2
all areas
Kenp’s ridley, |6 lethal or live, any 6
gr een, conmbi nati on of species,
| ogger head observed, on the westernshore
of Pamico Sound only
Total Observed | 10 10
Take
Total 260

Estimated and
Observed Take

IV. CONDITIONS OF PERMIT

The i ncidental take of ESA-1isted sea turtles is authorized as
described in the application and subject to the provisions of
the conservation plan and the conditions specified in this
permt.

! Kenp’s ridley and Loggerhead estimated take will be based on a
3-year period (i.e, Kenp's ridley = 81 live, 42 lethal for 2005- 2007
and 81 live, 42 lethal for 2008-2010; Loggerhead = 114 live, 9 letha
for 2005-2007 and 114 live, 9 lethal for 2008-2010) for purposes of
exceeding the threshold. Estinated take of Kenp’'s ridleys and
| ogger heads varies greatly by year, thus conbining years will account
for sonme of the variability across years.
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Conditions to Mnitor and Mnimze |Inpacts to Listed
Speci es

1. Enforcement. Adequate enforcenent neasures nust be
enployed to ensure conpliance by fishermen with all
conditions of the GNRA Pernmit. Enforcenent presence nust
be ~conducted on a variable schedule to prevent
antici pation of enforcenent presence at any given tine.

2. Observer Coverage. (bserver coverage of the |arge
and small nesh gillnet fishery must be inplenmented as
specified in the “Application for an 1ndividual
I nci dental Take Permit Under the Endangered Species Act
of 1973" dated March 22, 2005; that is, a mninmmof 2
percent coverage will be achieved for the CQuter Banks
| arge mesh (>5-inch stretched nesh) gillnet fishery from
Sept enber 1 through Septenber 15, and from Novenber 1
t hrough Decenber 1 each year. From Septenber 15 through
Oct ober 31 each year, a mninum of 10 percent coverage
wi |l be achieved for the Quter Banks | arge nmesh (>5-inch
stretched nesh) gillnet fishery. OCbservers will nmaintain
coverage of the small nesh (<5-inch stretched mesh)
gillnet fishery throughout the Pamico Sound when
attai nabl e. Observer coverage will be maintained for the
mai nl and side of Pamico Sound from Septenber 1 through
Decenber 1 each year. (Cbserver coverage |levels for the
mai nland and for the small nmesh conmponent w il be
det erm ned based a m ni nrumt hreshol d to ensure conpl i ance
and affirmation of low interaction rates.

3. Bycatch Estimation. The total sea turtle bycatch
nmust be estimted, as specified in the “Application for
an I ndi vi dual I ncidental Take Permt Under the Endangered
Species Act of 1973" dated March 22, 2005. Esti mat es
wi |l be cal culated weekly as well as nonthly and will be
provided to the NWFS SERO, Protected Species Branch. 1In
addition, a detailed final report will also be provided
within 120 days of the end of the Pamico Sound fall
gillnet fishery. Separate estimates nust be made for
live and dead bycaught turtles. For purposes of these
estimates, any observed, captured turtles that are
rel eased alive, uninjured, and in a vigorous condition

wi |l be used to produce the "lIive" estimtes. Observed,
captured turtles in any other condition will be used for
the "dead" estimtes. The curnul ative total of the

i ndi vi dual weekly estimtes nust al so be cal cul ated by
NCDVF to determ ne whether the maxi num aut horized take
| evel s in Section |1l are being approached. NCDW shal
inform NMFS pronptly if the authorized take |evels are
bei ng approached.

4. Stranding Monitoring. The Sea Turtle Stranding and
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Sal vage Network (STSSN) will nonitor the strandings of
sea turtles in the inshore areas of the GNRA. The STSSN
state coordinator for North Carolina (M. Mtthew H.
Godfrey, NC WIldlife Resources Conm ssion) will report
weekly stranding | evels within the GNRAto the NVFS STSSN
nati onal coordi nator, the NMFS Sout heast Regi onal Ofi ce,
and NCDMF.

5. Sea Turtle Handling and Resuscitation Requirements.
NCDMF nust issue a proclamation specifying handling and
resuscitation requirenents that fishernmen nust undert ake
for any sea turtle that is incidentally captured:
a. Fi shermen mnust bring captured turtles aboard
i mredi ately upon detecting them in their net and
renove themfromthe net with all due care to avoid
further injury to the turtle.

b. Resuscitation nust be attenpted on sea turtles
that are inactive or comatose by placing the turtle
in its nornal position on its  breastplate
(plastron) and elevating its hindquarters several
inches for a period of 4 up to 24 hours. The
anount of the el evation depends on the size of the
turtle; greater elevations are needed for |arger
turtles. Sea turtles being resuscitated nust be
kept noist and protected from excessive heat and
col d.

c. Sea turtles that are actively noving or begin
actively nmoving following resuscitation nust be
hel d aboard the vessel in an open container (e.g. a
fish box) that allows the turtle to rest nornally
on its breastplate, while restricting its novenent
and preventing the possibility of injury from any
fishing operations. Turtles that are too large to
fit inside a holding container nust be otherw se
confined to an area of the vessel that is free of
sharp objects or harnful materials and where chance
of injury fromfishing operations is mninmal.

6. Disposition of Incidentally Taken Sea Turtle
Specimens. NCDMF must issue a procl amati on specifying how
fishermen nust dispose of any sea turtle that 1is
i ncidentally captured:
a. For sea turtles that are active and uninjured,
fishermen must transport the turtle to Hatteras,
Oregon, or Ccracoke Inlet and release it into the
water. Turtles nust be rel eased over the stern or
side of the boat with the engi ne out of gear, in an
area where they are unlikely to be recaptured by
other nets or injured by vessels. Turtles nust be
brought as near as possible to the actual nouth of
the inlet for release, consistent wth safe
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operation of the vessel given the sea and weat her
conditions, but in no case should turtles be
rel eased farther than 2.5 nautical mles fromthe
i nl et nout h.

b. For sea turtles that are injured, |ethargic, or
dead, fishernen nust contact the NCDVF Marine
Patrol and transfer the turtle to an NCDMF patr ol
vessel, if one is located in the GNRA. | f no NCDVF
patrol vessel is in the vicinity, fishernmen nust
transport the turtle to the US  Coast @uard
Station at Oregon Inlet or Hatteras Inlet and turn
the turtle over to Coast Guard personnel.

7. Tagging of Incidentally Taken Sea Turtle Specimens.
bservers nust tag all live, active turtles prior to
release with two flipper tags and one PIT tag. Taggi ng
procedures must be coordinated with and tag data nust be
submtted to the Cooperative Marine Turtle Tagging
Program of the University of Florida.

8. United States Fish and Wildlife Service Guidelines to
Reduce the Impact to Manatees 1f Encountered by
Fisherman. NCDMF nust issue a proclamation specifying
t he guidelines fishernmen nust followin the event that a
manat ee i s encount ered.
a. The applicant wll inform all fishernen
associated with the fishery that manatees may be
present in the area, and the need to avoid any harm
to these endangered mammual s. The applicant wll
ensure that all fishermen know the (genera
appear ance of the species and their habit of noving
about conpletely or partially subnmerged in shallow
wat er . Al fishernen will be inforned that they
are responsible for observing water-related
activities for the presence of nanatees.

b. The applicant will advise all fishernmen that
there are civil and crimnal penalties for harm ng,
harassi ng, or killing nanatees which are protected

under the Act and the Mari ne Mammal Protecti on Act
of 1972, as anended.

c. If a manatee is seen within 300 ft of the active
vessel novenent, all appropriate precautions shal

be i npl emented to ensure protection of the nanatee.
The precautions shall include the operation of al

novi ng vessels no closer than 50 ft of a nanatee.
Operation of any vessels closer than 50 ft to a
manat ee shall necessitate imredi ately placing any
notors in neutral or shutting themoff. Activities
will not resune until the nanatee has departed the
fishing area on its own volition. Mnatees should
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not be herded away or harassed into | eaving.

d. Fishernmen wll nonitor and tend nets for
manatees at the sane tine they do so for sea
turtles. For help with an entangled, injured, or
stranded manatee, fishernmen should contact-

Rachel Lo Piccolo
NOAA, Beaufort Lab

101 Pivers Island Road
Beaufort, NC 28516
252-728-8762 (office)
252- 444- 8064 (pager)

In the event an entangled nmanatee is encountered
fi shermen shoul d take i rmedi ate actions in a nmanner
whi ch best mnimzes stress or injury to the ani mal
but is sufficient to free it entirely. The above
person should then be contacted as soon as
possi bl e.

e. Any boat collision or fishing gear interaction
with and/or injury to a nanatee will be reported
i medi ately. The report nust be made to the U S
Fish and WIldlife Service and the North Carolina
Wl dlife Resources Conm ssion, and fishing should
be postponed until cause of injury or nortality can
be determned and a revised fishing and or
nmonitoring plan is produced and approved. The
addresses for the U S Fish and Wldlife Service
and the North Carolina WIldlife Resources
Conmi ssi on are-

US. Fish and WIldlife Service
Post O fice Box 33726

Ral ei gh, North Carolina 27636-3726
t el ephone: 919-856-4520 x 16

tel efax: 919-856-4556

North Carolina WIldlife Resources
183 Paul Drive

Trenton, North Carolina 28585

t el ephone: 252-448- 1546

f. A sign should be posted in all fish houses
associated with the fishery where it is clearly
visible, and will be distributed, as appropriate,
to vessel operators to post in vessels. The sign
shoul d state:

CAUTI ON: The endangered nmanatee may occur in these
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waters during the warner nonths, primarily from
June through Cctober. Idle speed is required if
operating this vessel in shallowwater during these
nmonths. Al notors nust be shut down or placed in
neutral if a manatee comes within 50 ft of the
fishing vessel. A collision with and/or injury to
a manatee will be reported i mediately to the U. S.
Fish and WIldlife Service and the North Carolina
Wl dlife Resources Conm ssion.

g. Al vessels associated wth the fishing
activities will operate at “no wake/idl e’ speeds at
all tinmes while in water where the draft of the
vessel provides less than four-foot clearance from
the bottom Al vessels will followroutes of deep
wat er whenever possi bl e.

9. Additional Restrictions and Closure of the Fishery.
| f estimted or observed sea turtle gear interactions or
nortalities within the GNRAs exceed t hreshol ds specified
in the AUTHORI ZED | NCI DENTAL TAKES section of the
application, NCDVF nust imrediately close the GNRA to
fishing with gillnets. NCDMF nust then analyze the
avai | abl e observer data and consult with NWS to
determ ne the appropriate next steps.

10. Additional Adaptive Management Protocols. NCDVF may
i mpl enent and enforce additional managenent actions to
reduce sea turtle takes at anytine during the fall
fishing seasons. This allows NCVDF to respond pronptly
by taking additional actions as necessary to protect sea
turtles. NCDMF nay al so i npl enent al ternati ve nmanagenent
responses or actions that will direct resources nore
efficiently as long as such responses or actions do not
negatively inpact turtles beyond the inpacts associ ated
with the responses or actions described in this permt.
These actions may include, but are not l|imted to:
reduced observer coverage by area, nodification of
monitoring goal(s), adjusted gear requirenents, and
nodi fication of restricted areas. Additional managenent
actions wll be determ ned by NCDMF, in consultationwth
NMFS. NCDMF and NMFS consul tations nust include anal yses
of relevant data, including but not limted to at-sea
nmonitoring, NC Trip Ticket Program fish house checks,
enforcenent, and strandi ngs. Consultations will be anong
staff fromNCDWMF, NMFS OFfice of Protected Resources(PR),
and NMFS Sout heast Regi on Protected Resources (SER). |If
there is a disagreenent about any changes to managenent
not specified withinthe permt, PRand SERw || convene,
at NCDMF s request, a consultation with the Assistant
Adm ni strator for Fisheries for resolution.

As with all measures in the permt, the Adaptive
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Managenment Protocols will be eval uated on an annual basis
to determne which, if any, managenent changes were
ef fective.

Reporti ng Requirenents

1. Take Reports. Al sea turtle incidental takes in the
fishery nust be reported to the NWMFS, Sout heast Regi onal
O fice, Protected Resources Division via facsimle (Fax:
727-570-5517), within 24 hours of their occurrence,
whet her documented by an observer or reported by a
fisherman. Reports of incidental take should include the
date of the take, the condition of the turtle, the
species (if known), and any other pertinent details of
the circunmstances of the taking (e.g. l|ocation, gear
descri ption).

2. Weekly Reports. For those weeks in which sea turtle
i nteractions are docunented, a weekly report nust be
submtted to the NWS, Southeast Regional Ofice,
Prot ect ed Resources Division viafacsimle (Fax: 727-570-
5517) by noon on each Tuesday from Septenber 1-Decenber
15 of each year covering the previous Saturday-Friday
period. The weekly reports must include:

a. The weekly take estimates and cunul ative total
take specified in Condition A 3, including
i. Observed takes with species, |ocation, and
condi tion;
. Total nunber of observed trips and the
total pounds of flounder |anded for those
trips; and,
b, Total nunber of trips and the total
pounds of flounder reported |anded for the
GNRA by reporting fishernen;

b. The total nunmber of fishernen filing weekly
reports to NCDMF, including sub-totals for those
wi t h | andi ngs;

C. The total nunber of fishernen permtted by
NCDMF to participate in the large and small nesh
gillnet fishery in the G\RA,

d. The nunber of |aw enforcenent contacts made
with large-nmesh gillnet vessels in the GNRA the
nature of these contacts and;

e. Any violations detected by NCDVMF of the
procl amati ons i npl enenting the requirenents of this
permt, and the status of all resulting enforcenent
actions.

3. Monthly Reports. Monthly reports nmust be submtted to

the NVFS O fice of Protected Resources (Fax: 301-713-
0376) and the NMFS Sout heast Regional O fice, Protected
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Resources Division (Fax: 727-570-5517) on October 3 of
each season, covering the period Septenber 1-Septenber
30, and on Novenber 3 of each season, covering the period
Oct ober 1-COctober 31, and on Decenmber 3 of each season
covering the period Novenber 1-Decenber 1. The nonthly
reports nust include:

a. A summary of the weekly reporting information
previously submtted;

b. Descriptions of any additional nmanagenent
nmeasures taken by NCDWF;, and,

C. One or nore maps or graphical displays
illustrating the geographic distribution of all
observed |l arge and snall nesh gillnet hauls and the
| ocations of all observed incidental takes of sea
turtles.

4. Final Report. A final report nust be submtted to:

Chief, Marine Mammal and Turtle D vision
O fice of Protected Resources

Nat i onal Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Hi ghway

Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

with a copy to:

Assi stant Regi onal Adm nistrator for
Pr ot ect ed Resources

Sout heast Regi onal O fice

Nati onal Marine Fisheries Service

263 13'" Ave. South

St. Petersburg, FL 33701

on or before April 1 followng the end of each season.
The final report nust include:

a. A detailed analysis of the total sea turtle
bycatch in the fishery, based on nmltiple
estimation techniques, in addition to the weekly
estimate nethodology [e.g. using other wunits of
effort (trips, hauls, yard-hours fished), assessing
confi dence I nterval s of vari ous esti mat es,
adjusting for non-reported effort, conpari ng
fi sherman-reported |andings data and Trip Ticket
data, using non-linear estimtion techniques,
evaluating the validity of assunptions supporting
vari ous estimation techni ques];

b. An assessnment of the variables affecting sea
turtle catch rates and survival (e.g. fishing gear
characteristics, soak tines, tine of year, water
tenperature, |ocation, depth);
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c. An evaluation of the effectiveness of the
nmonitoring program enforcenent efforts, and all
managenent neasures inplemented with particul ar
attention to the spatio-tenporal distribution of
fishing effort, turtle takes and strandi ngs. [ NMFS
expects to have aerial survey data on the fishing
effort in the GNRA that wll be shared w th NCDWVF.
| f NMFS cannot provide this information, however,
NCDMF nust still conduct this evaluation wth
avail abl e data.]; and,

d. A summary of all other non-flounder bycatch
observed in the observer programw th estinmates of
the total bycatch for the fishery.

General Permt Conditions

1. The Permt Holder may not transfer or assign this
permt to any other person(s), as person is defined in
Section 3(12) of the ESA. This permt is not in force or
effective if transferred or assigned to any ot her person.

2. Upon request by the Director of the Ofice of
Protected Resources, the Permt Hol der nust permt any
enpl oyee(s) of NWMFS, or any other person(s) duly
designated by the Director, to inspect the Permt
Hol der's records and facilities if such records and
facilities pertainto activities for which a take of ESA-
| isted species is authorized by this permt, relate to
ESA-|isted species covered by this permt, or pertainto
the Director's responsibilities under the ESA

3. The provisions of this permt nay be anended upon
reasonable notice by the Director of the Ofice of
Prot ect ed Resources.

4. In the event any ESA-listed species not included in
this permit is killed, injured, or collected during the
course of activities in the restricted area, the Permt
Hol der nust notify the Chief of the Marine Mammal and
Turtle Division, NVFS as soon as possi ble, but not |ater
than two days after the event. If the individual is
killed, it nmust be retained for scientific analysis. The
Permt Hol der nust then submt a witten report to the
Chi ef of the Endangered Species Division describing the
ci rcunst ances of the unauthorized take. Pending review
of these circunmstances, NMFS nay suspend or anend this
permt.

5. The Permt Holder is responsible for the activities
of any i ndi vidual who is operating under the authority of
this permt. Such activities include capturing,
handl i ng, releasing, transporting, naintaining, and
caring for any aninmal authorized to be taken by this
permt.
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6. Under the terns of the regulations, a violation of
any of the ternms and conditions of this permt wll
subj ect the Permt Hol der, and/or any individual who is
operating wunder the authority of this permt, to
penal ties as provided for in the ESA

7. Annual renewal of this permt is not autonatic.
Yearly evaluation of this permt by NWVFS wll include
re-anal yses of all data and a re-assessnent of the take
| evel s prior to 2nd and 3rd year re-authorization.

8. 50 CFR Section 222.23(d)(8) provides for a reasonabl e
fee to be charged to cover the costs of issuance of
permts under the ESA. The fee for this permt has been
wai ved.

Janes H. Lecky Dat e
Director, Ofice of Protected Resources

Preston P. Pate Dat e
Director, D vision of Marine Fisheries
Depart ment of Environnment and
Nat ur al Resour ces
State of North Carolina
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