EXHIBIT 1



U.S. National Marine Fisheries Service
Washington, D.C.

Gentleman:

In connection with the two male delphinapterus leucas owned by Grupo
Empresarial Chapultepec, S.A. de C.V. (“GECSA”) a Mexican corporation
that are being transferred to the Georgia Aquarium, Inc. (“GAI”), a nonprofit
corporation headquartered in Atlanta Georgia, which were legally acquired
from Moscow as evidenced in the CITES certificate number 0021/98 issued
by the Ministry of Environment Protection and Natural Resources of the
Russian Federation and the CITES certificate number MEX-05839 dated
April 28, 1998 issued by the Mexican Secretariat for the Environment and
Natural Resources (“SEMARNAT”), and at the request of GAI, GECSA hereby
states that:

1. GECSA owns an exhibit-facility located at “La Feria” in Mexico City
designed specifically for the care and maintenance of belugas (the
“Facility”).

2. Since their acquisition in 1998 the two male belugas have housed at
the Facility.

3. The Facility is authorized by SEMARNAT) under CITES certificate
number INE/CITES/GGVS-EF-PO0O16-D.F./98.

4. GECSA has no intention of acquiring belugas to be housed at the
Facility.

This letter is being issued solely for GAI's benefit and neither this letter or
the statements contained herein is to be used, circulated, quoted or
otherwise referred to for any other purpose than to obtain any and all
permits licenses, including pre-requisites thereto, for the importation of the
belugas into thg United States of America.

Sincerely,

Grupo Empresarial Chapultepec S.A. de C.V.




EXHIBIT 2



09 June 2005

To Whomever This May Concern,

As the attending veterinarian for the Georgia Aquarium and being the veterinarian
responsible for the transport of the two beluga whales from Mexico City to the United
States, I am writing this letter to certify that I have reviewed the transport plan for these
animals and find it satisfactory from a veterinary perspective. Additionally, this letter is
to inform you that I will conduct a veterinary assessment of these animals prior to the

transport to assure that they are suitable for transport.

Respectfully submitted,

YA e L

Dr. Howard Krum, MS, VMD, MA

Manager of Veterinary Services and Conservation Medicine.

2451 Cumberland Parkway ~ Suite 3639 ~ Atlanta, GA 30339
678-556-8000
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FROM - UTRISH DOLPHINARIUM PHONE NO. @ 958 1264 - JUN. 17 2085 11:93AM p1

000 YTPUILLCKUHA Utrish -
AenbpuHapmun Dolphinarium .».
Hucmumym npobnem s3xonozuu u Severtsov Institute of Ecology
seontonun um. Ceeepyosa PAH, and Evolution of the RAS,
POCCHA, 119071, Mocxsa, Leninsky prospect, 33

RUSSIA, 119071, Moscow,
tel / fax: (095)- 958-12-60,
e-mail: utrish@online.ru

Henuncrnii npocnexm 33,
men /paxe: (095)- 958-12-60,
e-mal: utrish@online.ru

Utrish
PDolphinarium

17.06.2005 Att. to: Mr. T. Binder
Fax: 1-404-979-8088

Dear Sir, .

We have sold two belugas (males) to Mexico for Mr. Gullermo
Rodriguez in May 1998. Both belugas were captured humanely in the
White Sea by specia.l.ists of the “Utrish Dolphinarium Ltd”. And the
collection was done legally under Russian law. The belugas were
transported safely from Moscow to Amsterdam by Antonov-26 aircraft
then by Boeing-747 of KLM. At that period of time we sold animals

through the mediator company"‘Zoolex”.

Director of the

“Utrish Dolphinarium Ltd.” L. M. Mukhametov



08/17/2005 00:06 FAX 404 979 8088 GAT INC 41002

" JUN. 1@ 2095 @2:45PM Pl

FROM : UTRISH DOLPHINARIUM PHONE NQ. @ 958 1269
ooo YTPULLCKUN Utrish
AernibduHapum Dolphinarium .n.
Huemumym npobnem sxonozue u Severtsov Institute of Ecology
seontouur um. Cesepnoca PAH, and Evolution of the RAS,
POCCHA, 119071, Mockea, Leninsky prospect, 35
Jexurckuit npocnexns 33, RUSSIA, 119071, Moscow,
men /jpaxe: (095)- 958-12-60, tel / fax: (095)~ 958-12-60,
e-mail: utrish@online ru e-mdail; utrish@online.ru

10.06.2005 : Att. to: T. Binder
| Fax: 1-404-979-8088
Dear Tim,

We have sold two belugas (males) to Mexico for Mr. Gullermo
Rodriguez in May, 1998. One of those belugas was caught in antumn
1996, the other in awtumn 1997. The both belugas were captured in the
White Sea by the specialists of the “Utrish Dolphinarium Ltd.” company
(not by any fishermen) and those belugas were caught by net in the mouth
of the river Varzuga. This method of catching is essentially simpler than
that one you have seen in the Far East. But unfortunately in that
particular place we can catch only the adult beluga-males, and we did not
manage to catch there either females or young animals. From the moment
we caught them till transportation those two belugas were kept in the
«Utrish Dolphinarium” pools and were transported from Moscow to
Amsterdam by Antonov-26 aircraft, and then by Boing-747 of the KLM.
At that period of time we sold our animals through the mediator company

“Zoolex”,

Best wishes
1.ev Mukhametov
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LEGAL LANGUAGE SERVICES

An afflliate of ALS International Telephone (212) 766-4111
18 John Street Toll Free  (800) 788-0450
Suite 300 Telefax (212) 349-0964
New York, NY 10038 www.legallanguage.com

May 31, 2005

To whom it may concern:

This is to certify that the attached translation from Russian into English is an accurate representation of the
document received by this office. This document is designated as:

VETERINARY CERTIFICATE NR. 930103 001207

Susan Burk, Manager Translation Services of this company, certifies that James Duck, who translated this
document, is fluent in Russian and standard North American English and is qualified to translate.

She attests to the following:

"To the best of my knowledge, the accompanying text is a true, full and accurate translation of the specified

G Bt

@ of Susm/ Burk
. Subscribed and sworn to before me this 31* day of May 2005

//i/

" GeorgeAtves

Notary Public, State of New York

No. 01AL6075934

» Certificate filed in New York County
Qualified in Westchester County

f Commission Expires June 10, 2006

!
J

' Singerely,

i Victor J. Hertz
President & CEQO

)
|
-
J



RUSSIAN FEDERATION
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FOOD
VETERINARY DEPARTMENT
VETERINARY CERTIFICATE NR. 930103 001207
for slaughter, breeding and other animals, poultry, bees and brood combs
exported from the Russian Federation

[Stamp: Moscow Air Transport Veterinary Border Control Point.]

Number of Animals: 2

Species Sex Age ear mark, brand, name weight
1. White whale Male 3 Years Clinically
2. White whale Male 3 Years healthy

(Delphinapterus leucas)

Name and address of exporter: Russia, “Zooleks” Open Joint Stock Company

Animals have been in the Russian Federation: from birth

Place of quarantine: The Utrinsk Delphinarium, LLC.

Country of destination: Mexico

Country of transit: city of Amsterdam

Point of crossing the border: Moscow, Sheremetyevo Airport

Name and address of consignee: Mexico City, the “Exoticos [Salvaez]” Company

Means of transportation: Aircraft



The animals came from the locality free from:

Free from infectious animal diseases

Animals, during 30 days quarantine were examined in the State Veterinary Laboratory, licensed
for conducting such examination, with negative resuits for:

TKB Nr. 7 Clinical blood analysis

Made on 05/30/98

Veterinarian: __E.N. Demchuk
Signature: [signature]

[Stamp: lilegible except for words “Moscow Air Transport Veterinary Border Control Point.”]
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EXHIBIT 5



LEGAL LANGUAGE SERVICES

An affiliate of ALS International Telephone (212) 766-4111
18 John Street Toll Free  (800) 788-0450
Suite 300 Telefax (212) 349-0964
New York, NY 10038 www.legallanguage.com

May 31, 2005

To whom it may concern:

This is to certify that the attached translation from Spanish into English is an accurate representation of the
document received by this office. This document is designated as:

CONVENTION ON INTERNATIONAL
COMMERCE OF ENDANGERED SPECIES OF WILDLIFE FLORA & FAUNA

Susan Burk, Manager Translation Services of this company, certifies that Shelley Roan, who translated this
document, is fluent in Spanish and standard North American English and is qualified to translate.

She attests to the following:

"To the best of my knowledge, the accompanying text is a true, full and accurate translation of the specified
docum:

SignW Susan furk

m to before me this 31** day of May 2005

Subscribed and sw

Notary Public, State of New York
No. 01AL6075934

Certificate filed in New York County
Qualified in Westchester County
Commission Expires June 10, 2006

Sincerely,

Victor J. Hertz
President & CEO



{seal) MEXICAN UNITED STATES
SECRETARIAT OF THE ENVIRONMENT,

NATURAL RESQURCES & FISHING

CITES

CONVENTION ON INTERNATIONAL

COMMERCE OF ENDANGERED
OF WILDLIFE FLORA & FAUNA

[illegible)

PROMOTORA DE CENTROS DE ESPARCIMIENTO S.A. DEC.V.
Y/O EXOTICOS Y SALVAJES, S.A. DEC.V.

REFORMA LOMAS No. 155-1

COL. LOMAS DE CHAPULTEPEC

11000 - MEXICO DF.

pace 1 or 1 [illegible)
CITES CERTIFICATION NO.
MEX 058389
[illegible}
28 OCT [illegible year]
SPECIES X  iMPORTATION

EXPORTATION

REEXPORTATION

OTHERS

fitegible}
PROMOTORA DE CENTROS DE ESPARCIMIENTO S.A. DEC.V.
Y/0 EXOTICOS Y SALVAJES, S.A. DEC.V.
REFORMA LOMAS No. 155-1
COL. LOMAS DE CHAPULTEPEC
11000 - MEXICO DF.

Country _ (illegible] MEXICO

[illegible]

THESE SPECIMENS SHALL BE HOUSED IN

INSTALLATIONS WITH REGISTRATION NO.
INE/CITES/DGVS/EF-P-016-D.F./98

¢. Name, domicite and [illegible}
SECRETARIA DE MEDIO AMBIENTE,
RECURSOS NATURALES Y PESCA.
INSTITUTO NACIONAL DE ECOLOGIA.
DERRECCION GENERAL DE VIDA SILVESTRE.

[4 illegible lines
[iflegible] [illegible] AV. REVOLUCION 1426 NIVEL 21.
SHOW MX 9123039 COL. TLACOPAC.
DELEG. ALVARO OBREGON
[illegible] - MEXICO DF
{iftegible] Titlegible] [illegible) Tillegible] [itlegible]
‘WHITE WHALE
(Dalphinapterus leucae) ALIVE nw 02 HEADS
Country of Origin Permit No. Date [illegible) [illegible] Date [illegible]
RUSSIAN FEDERATION 0021/98 2-FEB-98 RUSSIAN FEDERATION  0021/98 2-FEB-98
[illegible]
Country of origin Permit No.  Date Country of [illegible] [illegible] Date [illegible}
{iflegibe]
Country of origin Permit No.  Date Counlry of [illegible] [illegible] Date [illegible}
[iliegibte]
Country of origin PermitNo.  Date Country of [illegible] [illegible} Date [itegible]
Tillegible]
Country of origin PemitNo.  Date Counlry of [illegible] {illegible] Date {illegible]
[illegible]
[illegible]
[illegible]
[illegible] CERTIFICATION OF THE [illegible] ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORITY GENERAL DIRECTOR
DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE {illegible] MX 9123039
MEXICO D.F. 28-APR-98 CITES {seal) MEXICAN UNITED STATES
PLACE DATE SIGNATURE SECRETARIAT OF THE ENVIRONMENT
NATURAL RESOURCES & FISHING
APPROVAL NO. [ilicgible] [illegibic]

DEFINITIVE IMPORTATION
[illegible]
HEADS

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT OF MEXICO CITY

A
B
C
D
E COUNTRY OF ENTRY

FRRV JMRG PEDOMAC [illegible) D00750-03796/98

05/31/98

{seal) MEXICAN UNITED STATES GOVT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
DATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
OFFICE OF THE GOVT ATTORNEY FOR NATURAL RESOURCES
FOLIO AND DATE OF [illegible{ CITES CERTIFICATION NO. 05830

[ittegiblc) 'DEPT OF SUPERVISION FLORA & FAUNA [illegible]
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LEGAL LANGUAGE SERVICES

An affiliate of ALS International
18 John Street

Suite 300
New York, NY 10038

May 31, 2005

To whom it may concern:

Telephone (212) 766-4111
Toll Free  (800) 788-0450
Telefax (212) 349-0964
www.legallanguage.com

This is to certify that the attached translation from Spanish into English is an accurate representation of the

document received by this office. This document is designated as:

OFFICIAL LETTER No.

D0O0.750-3717/98

Susan Burk, Manager Translation Services of this company, certifies that Shelley Roan, who translated this
document, is fluent in Spanish and standard North American English and is qualified to translate.

She attests to the following:

"To the best of my knowledge, the accompanying text is a true, full and accurate translation of the specified

S

ture f Susan

Subscribed and sw?ﬂ to before me this 31% day of May 2005

eorge Adres

Notary Public, State of New York
No. 01AL6075934

Certificate filed in New York County
Qualified in Westchester County
Commission Expires June 10, 2006

Sincerely,

Victor J. Hertz
President & CEQO



{seal] MEXICAN UNITED STATES
SECRETARJAT OF THE ENVIRONMENT,
NATURAL RESOURCES & FISHING

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF ECOLOGY
DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE
AV.REVOLUCION 1425, LEVEL 20

COL. TLACOPAC, DELEG. ALVARO OBREGON

01040, MEXICO D.F.
Attachment 4 Schedule 41
OFFICIAL LETTER No. DOO.750-3717/98

Mexico, D.F., April 24, 1998

JAIME JIMENEZ MUNOZ
LEGAL REPRESENTATIVE OF PROMOCIONES
DE CENTROS DE ESPARCIMIENTO, S.A. DE C.V.

On the basis of the provisions of Articles 32-Bis sections V, XIX, XX, XXXIX and No. Eight Provisional of the
Decree that revises, complements and repeals various provisions of the Organic Law of Federal Public
Administration published in the Official Journal of the Federation on December 28, 1994; 57 section VIII of the
Interior Regulation of the Secretariat of the Environment, Natural Resources and Fishing; 79 through 87 of the
Decree that revises, complements and repeals several provisions of the General Law of Ecological Equilibrium and
Environmental Protection published in the Official Journal of the Federation of December 13, 1996 and if there is no
objection on the part of the authorities of the Department of the Federal District for the construction of the
installations, in addition to taking into account the opinion of the techmical area of this State Department, this
authorization is granted to the Fixed Show PROMOTORA DE CENTROS DE ESPARCIMENTO for handling
beluga specimens (Delphinapterus leucae) for the purposes of exhibition in the installations that are constructed at
Reforma-Lomas No. 155-1 Lomas de Chapultepec, 2™ Section of Chapultepec, in Zip code 11000, Mexico, D.F.,
which has been registered with the code INE/CITES/DGVS-EF-P-0016-D.F./98, being the property of the Company
"PROMOTORA DE CENTROS DE ESPARCIMIENTO S.A. DE C.V.", whose legal representatlve is Jaime
Jimenez Mufioz, hereinafter known as the Permit Holder.

The Permit Holder may not acquire wildlife specimens of the authorized species until the construction of the
installations has been finished in accordance with the plan for handling them that was submitted to this State Office;
in addition, he is obligated to inform this Department in my charge, when any wildlife specimens are acquired that
shall form part of the show, and that shall have the documentation that verifies their legal acquisition and origin.

This authorization is valid for an "INDEFINITE" amount of time, with the Permit Holder obligated to strictly
comply with the conditions indicated on the reverse and any violation or non-compliance hereof shall be sufficient
reason for its cancellation.

SINCERELY

ELECTIVE SUFFRAGE, NO REELECTION

THE GENERAL DIRECTOR

[Signature-~ illegible]

FELIPE RAMIREZ RUIZ DE VELASCO [illegible stamp]

CC. Lic. Enrique Provencio.- President of the National Institute of Ecology.
Lic. Victor Ramirez Navarro.- Deputy Attorney for Verification of Natural Resources (PROFEPA).-
Ing. Leonel Morales Hernandez.- Head of the Sub-delegation of Natural resources in the D.F.-
Biol. Jose Maria Reyes Gomez.- Managing Director.-
Biol. Pedro Esteban Diaz Diaz.- Deputy Director of Wildlife Services.-
M.V.Z. - Manager of the Processing Department and Special Services.-
File (1716, 3176) spectacles/w6/EF=P0016.doc

JMRG/PERD/ASGD [2 illegible signatures]
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AV. REVOLUCION 1425, NIVEL 20 o
COL. TLACOPAC, DELEG. ALVARO OBREGON
01040, MEXICO, D.F.

L4

scaedole

— OFICIO No. DOO.750.-3717/98
;- D EH0 ENTE :

HCTRSS KATHALISY PESCA _ México, D.F., a 24 de Abril de 1998
' €. JAIME JIMENEZ MUNOZ

L RE]'RESENTANT E LEGAL DE PROMOCIONES
oy 1) f:ﬂfmos DE ESPARCIMIENTO, 5.A. BE C.V.
PRESENTE

Con fundamento en lo dispuesto en los Articulos 32-Bis fracciones, V, XIX, XX, XXXIX y Octavo Transitorio del Detreto que
reforma, adiciona y deroga diversas disposiciones de 1a Ley Organica de la Administracion Piblica Federal publicado en el
. Diario Oficial de la Federacién del 28 de Diciembra de 1994; 57 fraccidn VII del Reglamento Interior de fa Secretaria de
Medio Ambiente, Recursos Naturales y Pesca; 79 al 87 del Decreto que reforma, adiciona y deroga diversas dispasicionss de Ia
=L#y General dsl Equitibrio Ecolégico y Proteccin al Ambiente publicado en el Diario Oficial de la Federacion del 13 de
Diciembre de 1996, y al no existir objecién.por parte de las autoridades del Departamento del Distrito Federal para la
icpnstnmnn de [as instalaciones, ademads de tomar en cuenta la opinién del drea técnica de esta Direccidn General, se otorga
'ﬁ’e'seﬁte autorizacitn al Especticulo Fijo PROMOTORA DE CENTROS DE ESPARCIMIENTO, para el mangjc de
[ sjetiplares de beluga (Delphinapterus leucae) con fines de exhibicién en las instalaciones que se construyen en Reforma-
-Lbins No::155-1 Lomas de Chapultepec, 2a. Secrién de Chapultepec en, C.P. 11000, Méxica, D.F_, el cudl queda registrado
: 1 1a clave: ]NE(CITESIDGVS—EF-P-OO 16~-D.F./98, siendo propiedad de la Empresa “PROMOT OR.A DE CENTROS DE
j;tESPARmﬂENI‘O S.A. DE CV.", cuyo representante lepal es el C. Jaime Jimenez Mufioz, quidn en Jo sucesivo se
denoumnam El Permisionario.

El Permisionario no podra adqmm ejemplares de Bmna silvestre de 1a especie autorizada, hasta en tanto no finaticen las obras

¥ SonslicHon de las instalaciones conforme al plan de mangjo presentado ante esta Dependencia, ademss queda obligado a

S informar en su momento a estd a mi cargo, la adquisicidn de ejemplares de fauna silvestse que formardn parte del especticulo,
" los cualés déberdn contar con documentacidn cue acredile su legal adauisicion y procedencin.

" La validez de la pre;eme autorizacidn uene una vigencia “INDEFINIDA" estando El Permisionario obligado a dar estricto
. cumplimiento a las condiciones indicadas al reverso y cualquier viotacién o incumplimiento de las mismas serd motivo
;_ suﬁcmnte para su cancelacion.

. ATENTAMENTE gt 7%
i ~SUFRAGIO EFECTN@“‘VQ,REELECCION.
- B DIRECTOR GE a8

FEL!PE RAMIREZ RUIZ DEWELASCO

BEw
£

C ¢, p Lic. Birique Provencio.- Presidente del Instituto Nacional de Ecologia.- Presente.
.+« Lie, Victor Ramirez Navarro.- Subprocurader de Verificacion de Recursos Naturales (PROFEPA) - Pte.
Ing, Leonel Morales Hernandez .- Encargado de la Subdelegacion de Recursos Naturales en el D.F - Presente.
Biol. Jose Maria Reyes Gémez.- Director de Gestién.-Presente.
Biél. Pedro Esteban Diaz Diaz - Subdirector de Servicios de Vida Silvestre.- Presente.
M V.Z - Jefe del Departamento de Gestidn y Servicios Especiales.-Presente.
Archivg(1716, 3176) espectaculos/wo/EF-PO016.doc

. IMRG ASGD
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1 LEGAL LANGUAGE SERVICES

An affiliate of ALS International Telephone (212) 766-4111
18 John Street Toll Free  (800) 788-0450
Suite 300 Telefax (212) 349-0964

New York, NY 10038 www.legallanguage.com

" May 31, 2005

To whom it may concern:

This 1s to certify that the attached translation from Spanish into English is an accurate representation of the
docurment received by this office. This document is designated as:

OFFICIAL LETTER No. D0OO.02.- 1078

Susan Burk, Manager Translation Services of this company, certifies that Shelley Roan, who translated this
docurment, is fluent in Spanish and standard North American English and is qualified to translate.

- She attests to the following:

"To the best of my knowledge, the accompanying text is a true, full and accurate translation of the specified
doc@ a
@ of SuSa:Z Burk

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 31* day of May 2005

€Or" ves
Notary Public, State of New York
" No. 01AL6075934
~ Certificate filed in New York County
Qualified in Westchester County
Commission Expires June 10, 2006

- Sincerely,

. Victor I. Hertz
' President & CEQO
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NATURAL RESOURCES & FISHING

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF ECOLOGY
DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE
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COL. TLACOPAC, DELEG. ALVARO OBREGON

01040, MEXICO D.F.
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OFFICIAL LETTER No. DOO.02.- 1078
ORIGINAL
Mexico, D.F., MARCH 1, 2001

ALEJANDRO GUILLERMO RODRIGUEZ MAURICE
LEGAL REPRESENTATIVE OF

"GRUPO EMPRESARIAL CHAPULTEPEC, S.A. DE C.V."
AV.LAS PALMAS 1005 7™ Floor

COL. LOMAS DE CHAPULTEPEC

DELEGATION MIGUEL HIDALGO,

ZIP CODE 11000, MEXICO D.F.

In relation to the document received in the Department of Wildlife, in which you inform us of the change of
ownership of the Handling Unit for the Conservation of Wildlife (UMA) called "PROMOTORA DE CENTROS DE
ESPARCIMIENTO" code INE/CITES/DGVS-EF-P-0016-D.F./98" located at Reforma-Lomas No. 155-1, Lomas de
Chapultepec, Second Section of Chapultepec, Zip code 11000, Mexico, D.F., for the handling of two specimens of
the species beluga (Delphinapterus leucae).

In regard to this matter, this is to inform you that this State Office has no objection to, effective on the date of
issuance of this document, the company "GRUPO EMPRESARIAL CHAPULTEPEC, S.A. DE C.V. being named
the owner of said Unit, by which the owner or owners assume the commitments acquired under the conditions
established for the functioning and operation of the aforementioned Unit; having to consult the environmental
educational program as well as respect the provisions set forth in-articles 29 to 32, 34, 35 and 37 of the General Law
of Wildlife published in the Official Journal on July 3, 2000.

Finally I remind you that this document should be accompanied invariably with the official letter of registration No.
3717/88 dated April 24, 1998 issued by the Department of Wildlife.

SINCERELY

ELECTIVE SUFFRAGE, NO REELECTION

IN THE ABSENCE OF THE GENERAL DIRECTOR

IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE 104 OF THE INTERIOR

REGULATION OF SEMARNAP - THIS LETTER IS SIGNED BY

THE DIRECTOR OF PROCESSING AND CUSTOMER SERVICES

[Signature- illegible]}

PEDRO ESTEBAN DIAZ DIAZ [illegible stamp]

SEMARNAP

CC. Ezequiel Facurra.- President of the National Institute of Ecology.- Building.
Fernando Clemente Sanchez.- Director of Wildlife.- Building
Benjamin Gonzalez Brizuela.- General Coordinator of inspection & Supervision of Wildlife Flora and
Fauna of PROFEPA.- Periferico Sur 5000. Colonia Insurgentes [illeg.] 2° Floor, Zip Code 04530.
Mexico D.F.-
Miguel Angel Cobian Gaviiio.- Deputy Director of Customer Service.- Building.
Mauro Ivan Reyna Medrano- Deputy Director of Promotion & Field Operations.- Building
Florencia Chillopa Morales - Manager of Department of Traditional Uses of Fauna- Edificio.
[illegible]
File 1217/01
[illegible]
[2 illegible signatures]



o,
INSTITUTO NACIONAL DE ECOLOGIA i~ - A
DIRECCION GENERAL DE VIDA SILVESTRE\.-
AV. REVOLUCION 1425, NIVEL 20 - :
COL. TLACOPAC, DELEG. ALVARO OBREGON
01040, MEXICO, D.F.

OFICIO No. D00.02- 1 (7 8

. o
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GUILLERMO RODRIGUEZ MAURICE
LEGAL DE
MPRESARIAL CHAPULTEPEC, S.A. DE C.V.”
 PALMAS 1005 72 PISO,

OMAS DE CHAPULTEPEC,
Etﬁﬂn ..l; ) ’
¢

(1C3;

iBldo én la Direcclén General de Vida Siivestre, medio por sl cual informa el
811a" Unldad de Manejo para la Conservacién da Vida Sivestre (UMA)
bE; CENTROS DE ESPARCIMIENTO" clave INE/CITES/DGVS-EF-P-
@lorma-Lomas No. 155-1, Lomas de Chapultepec, Segunda Seccién
00 Méxlico, D.F., para el manejo de dos ejemplares de la especle beluga

ﬁ{bﬁﬁé’-é' sted, gue por parte de esta Dependencia, no hay inconveniente en que a partir
e 1611 dél presents, la empresa “GRUPO EMPRESARIAL CHAPULTEPEC, S,A,
arfo dé dlcha Unidad, con fo cudl el o los propietarios asumen los compromisos

ntes establecidas para el funcionamiento y operacién de la Unidad antes
itir el programa de educacion ambiental, asi como apegarse a lo

S, articukos 29 al 32, 34, 35 y 37 de la Ley General de Vida Silvestre, publicada en el
i’ Féderacion el 3 de julio de 2000.

ments: Ierect:erdoque este documento deberd estar acompariado invariablemente dal oficio de
(¢] 371798 de fecha 24 de abril de 1998 emitido por la Direccion General de Vida Silvesire.

EL PRESENTE
ATENGION A USUARIOS

residents del Institulo Nacional do Ecologia.- Edificio.

Sénchez.. Directer General de Vida Silvestre.- Edificio. ’

by Brizuela.- Coordinador General de Inspeccion y Vigilencia de Fiora y Fauna Sivestres do la
r 5000, Col. Insurgentes Cuicuilco 2do. Piso, G.F. 04530, México. D.F.- Prosents.

1 Gavifio.- Subdirector de Servicio a Usuarios .- Edificio.

_'&quno.- Subdirector de Promoecion y Operaclones de Campo.- Edificio.

a Mofales- Je'e del Departamenio de Usos Tradicionales de la Faura.- Ediiicio.




fl LEGAL LANGUAGE SERVICES

An affiliate of ALS International Telephone (212) 766-4111
18 John Street Toll Free  (800) 788-0450
Suite 300 Telefax (212) 349-0964

New York, NY 10038 www.legallanguage.com

May 31, 2005

To whom it may concern:

This isto certify that the attached translation from Spanish into English is an accurate representation of the
docurment received by this office. This document is designated as:

Notification of substitution of ownership of rights and
obligations of two specimens of belugas

Susan Burk, Manager Translation Services of this company, certifies that Shelley Roan, who translated this
document, is fluent in Spanish and standard North American English and is qualified to translate.

She attests to the following:

of my knowledge, the accompanying text is a true, full and accurate translation of the specified

Bl

Signdture of Susan Burk

"To th
docysent."|

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 31** day of May 2005

4
eorgeAlves

Notary Public, State of New York

-~ No. 01AL6075934

Certificate filed in New York County
Qualified in Westchester County
 Commission Expires June 10, 2006

- Sincerely,

Victor J. Hertz
President & CEO



SECRETARIAT OF ENVIRONMENT
AND NATURAL RESOURCES
DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE

Ref: Notification of substitution of ownership of rights
and obligations of two specimens of belugas
(Delphinapterus leucae)

Entry: INE/CITES/DGVS/-EP-P-0016-DF/98

Lic. Alejandro Guillermo Rodriguez Maurice, on behalf of and in representation of GRUPO
EMPRESARIAL CHAPULTEPEC, S.A. DE C.V., whose legal capacity has been verified
through a certified copy of the transcript of public document number 45.803 dated February 2,
2001, executed before the faith of Lic. Roberto Nufiez y Bandera, Notary Public number 1 in the
Federal District, indicating as the address to hear and receive all kinds of notifications and
documents, that located at Av. de Las Palmas 1005, 7% Floor, colonia Lomas de Chapultepec,
Zip code 11000; Delegation Miguel Hidalgo, in Mexico, Federal District, and authorizing for
these same purposes, Licentiates in Law, Alfonso Tenorio Paulin, Eduardo Mondragén Mora,
Antonio Segura Ortega, Claudio Ibarra Barrera, Cecilia Turnbull Buenrostro and the intern
Aybet Soto Byron, before that Honorable Authority, with due respect, I appear and state:

By means of this petition, I inform that Honorable Department, that as a result of negotiations
between the company PROMOTORA DE CENTROS DE ESPARCIMIENTO, S.A. DE C.V.
and my client GRUPO EMPRESARIAL CHAPULTEPEC, S.A. DE C.V., it was agreed that
the first would transfer to the second, all the rights and obligations related to the marine
mammals called belguas (Delphinapterus leucae), with certification CITES 05839, housed in the
installations registered as INE/CITES/DGVS-EF-P-0016-D.F./98, located in the Second Section
of Chapultepec, Zip Code 11580, Mexico, Federal District, "La Feria de Chapultepec” as is
evidenced in the copy of official letter number DOOQ.750-3717/98 dated April 24, 1998.

It should be pointed out that my client now holds a Revocable Provisional Administrative Permit
through which the Government of the Federal District authorizes the operation of the "Feria de
Chapultepec” and the beluga whales are in the installations thereof, and therefore my client shall
not attempt to move the beluga whales, nor modify the installations registered as
INE/CITES/DGVS-EF-P-0016-D.F./98.

Consequently, my client hereby gives formal notification to that Honorable Department, of the
substitution of ownership of the rights and obligations of the beluga whales in addition to
requesting in the most respectful manner that you communicate to us what additional

SEMARNAP
[stamp] SOLE WINDOW RECEIVED FEB 13 2001 DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE
#1217 [signature-illegible]



steps my client must take for the proper registration of the new ownership of rights of the beluga
whales and the installations where they are housed.

Based on the preceding:

We request that your Honorable Authority:

ONE.- Confirm in the records of that Honorable Department that my client, the company Grupo

~ Empresarial Chapultepec, S.A. de C.V., is the holder of the rights of the marine mammals,
beluga whales with certification CITES number 5839, and installations registered as

INE/CITES/DGVS-EF-P-0016-D.F./98

TWO.- If applicable, notify any additional steps that must be followed in relation to the new
ownership of the rights of the beluga whales or the installations where they are housed.

I do solemnly swear.

[Signature- illegible]

Lic. Alejandro Guillermo Rodriguez Maurice.

Mexico, Federal District, February 13, 2001

[Signature-illegible]



SECRETARIA DE MEDIO AMBIENTE

Y RECURSOS NATURALES : A

- DIRECCION GENERAL DE VIDA SILVESTRE
- PRESENTE. o .

Ref : Se informa sustitucion de titular de los
derechos 'y obligaciones de dos
‘ejemplares 'de_belugas (Delphinapterus

, leucae). , .

Registro: ~ - INE/CITES/DGVS-EF-P-0016-D F /98,

Lic. Alejandro Guillerlﬁo -Rodriguez Maurice, en nombre y representacion de GRUPO .

EMPRESARIAL CHAPULTEPEC, S.A' DE C.V., personalidad que acredito mediante
copia certificada del testimonio de la escritura publica niimero 45,803 de fecha 2 de febrero
e 2001, otorgada ante la fe del Lic. Roberto Nufiez y Bandera, Notario Pablico nimero 1
en el Distrito Federal. sefialando ‘como domicilio para oir y recibir todo tipo de
notificaciones y documentos, el ubicado en Av. de Las Palmas 1005, 7° Piso, colonia
Lomas de Chapultepec, C.P. 11000, Delegacion Miguel Hidalgo, en México Distrito
Federal, y autorizando para los mismos fines a los Licenciados en Derecho, Alfonso
‘Tenorio Paulin; Eduardo Mondragén Méra, Antonio Segura Ortega, Claudio Ibarra Barrera,
Cecilia Turnbull Buenrostro y la pasante Aybdet Soto Byron, ante esa H. Autoridad, con el
debido respeto comparezco y expongo:

Por medio del presente ocurso, informo a esa H. Direccion General, que derivado de la
negociacion entre la empresa PROMOTORA DE CENTROS DE ESPARCIMIENTO, S A.
DE C.V. y mi representada la empresa GRUPQO EMPRESARIAL CHAPULTEPEC, S.A.
DE C.V., se convino en que la primera transmitiera a favor de la segunda, todos los
derechos y obligaciones relacionados con los mamiferos marinos denominados belugas
(Delphinapt,erus’leuciae), con certificado CITES 05839, alojados en las instalaciones con
registro INE/CITES/DGVS-EF~P-OOI6-D.F./98, ubicadas " en la Segunda Seccién de
Chapultepec, C.P. 11580, México Distrito Federal “La Feria‘de Chapultepec”, como se
acredita con copia simple del oficio nimero D0O.750.-3717/98 de fecha 24 de abril de
1998. ’

Cabe sefialar que mi representada detenta titularidad del Permiso Administrativo Temporal
Revocable, mediante el cual el Gobierno del Distrito Federal, otorga la operacién de “La
Feria de Chapultepec” y las ballenas beluga se encuentran en las instalaciones de la misma,
por lo que mi representada no realizara ninguna movilizacion de las ballenas beluga, ni
~ modificacion a las instalaciones con registro INE/CITES/DGVS-EF-P-0016-D F /98,

Por lo anterior mi representada, por este conducto da formal aviso de la sustitucion de la
titularidad de los derechos y obligaciones de las ballenas beluga a esa H. Direccion

General, asi como solicitamos de la Mmanera mas ‘atenta que nos comuBidhdvIsia R
’ . - : nstitute Nucion?{
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"representéda requiere de tramite adicional para la acreditacion de a la nuéya titul_ar'idad de .
los derechos de las ballenas beluga y de las instalaciones para su manejo, '

Por lo antes expuesto:

Solicitémps a esa H. Autoridad, se sirva:

P}iIMERO- Acreditar en los registros de esa H. Direccion General a mj representada la
empresa Grupo Empresarial Chapultepec, S.A. de C.V. como titular de los derechos de
‘mamiferos marinos, ballenas beluga con certificado CITES nimero 5839, ‘e instalaciones
con registro INE/CITES/DGVS-EF-P-00] 6-D.F./98. ' -
‘SEGUNDO.- En su caso informar si es necesario realizar algan otro‘trémite en rélacién ala
nueva. titularidad de los derechos de las ballenas beluga o de las in,stalaciongs para su

nianejo.

Protesto lo

Lic. AléjandroGUillermo Rodriguez Maurice.

México Distrito Federal a 13 de febrero de 2001
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Entrance to the Amusement Park



Inside the Amusement Park
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Beluga Whale Pool with Surrounding Rollercoaster Support
Structure



Beluga Whale Pool




North Side Of Rollercoaster (Beluga Pool Located Under

Blue Canopy)
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West Side of Rollercoaster



West Side of Rollercoaster (Beluga Pool Located
Under Blue Canopy)
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East Side of Rollercoaster (Beluga Pool Located Under Blue
Canopy)



Rollercoaster Above The Pool



Rollercoaster Above The Pool



Rollercoaster Supports Embedded In The Concrete Slab
Surrounding The Pool



Rollercoaster Supports Embedded In Concrete Slab
Surrounding The Pool




Rollercoaster Supports Embedded In The Concrete Slab
Surrounding The Pool



Highway Passing The Amusement Park (Highway Passes Within
100 Yards Of The Beluga Pool)



Highway Passing The Amusement Park (Highway Passes Within
100 Yards Of The Beluga Pool)



Smog Over The Amusement Park
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Injury To Gasper's Flipper



Injury To
Gasper's Flipper



Skin Lesion On Gasper



On Gasper

Skin Lesion




Gasper's Tail Fluke



Injury To Gasper's Tail Fluke



Injury To Gasper's Tail Fluke
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EDUCATION Attachment E-2

OUTLINE OF ON-SITE EDUCATION PROGRAMS CONDUCTED
OVER THE PAST YEAR

A. OPPORTUNITIES FOR EDUCATORS:

(1) JASON Kickoff — September

Meet the creator of the exciting JASON Project, Dr. Robert Ballard! Learn
about JASON XV and this year's broadcasts from the exotic rainforests of
Panama. Chat with current and former Student and Teacher Argonauts to
hear about their amazing experiences immersed in distant habitats....find out
how you can become a part of this awesome adventure!

(2) Open House for Teachers & their families - October

Teachers, Science Coordinators, Principals, Superintendents — Bring your
families and come see what Mystic Aquarium & Institute for Exploration has to
offer to your students this school year! Meet our enthusiastic educators to
discuss what we can do for you. And, enter to win some exciting educational

. prizes!

(3) Jellyfish Workshop: Elly Jelly Looks at Marine Animals - January

(Developed and Presented by the Bronx Zoo & New York Aquarium Education
Staffl)

Your students’ fascination with animals is a perfect starting point for building
an education in the life sciences. The Elly Jelly Looks at Marine Animals
curriculum is made up of six modules, each consisting of a Teacher's Guide
and storybook which focus on different marine animals and habitats. You do
not need to be a science expert to use these books, so don't miss out!

(4) Whale Workshop - March

Capture your students’ attention with lessons about dolphins and whales!
Learn about the biology of cetaceans (whales, dolphins and porpoises), how
we care for our animals, and the many environmental issues affecting their
survival in the wild. Get an up-close look at a beluga for a better
understanding of their unique adaptations and hear about our exciting
cetacean research.

. SCHOOL PROGRAMS



Now serving more than 100,000 students annually, school education programs at
MAIFE build a connection with the natural world and foster an understanding of
how organisms, habitats, and ecosystems work. We have developed over 100
programs in science, mathematics, history, and literature for elementary, middle,
and high school levels. These educational programs take place on-campus at
the aquarium, in school classrooms and community centers throughout the
country, and in aquatic field environments. While our educational offerings are
incredibly diverse, all of our school programs are standards-based and reflect
Connecticut and national science frameworks. In addition, all of our programs
are field-tested, include hands-on components, are based on best practices in
education, and are led by a roster of creative, experienced teachers. Highlights
include:

(1) Preschool and Kindergarden:
¢ Ocean Locomotion

Irresistible and educational hand puppets delight students in a skit designed
to teach how marine animals move.

o Shake Hands with a Crab
Students will learn about different types of crabs and their fascinating
adaptations as they enjoy a get-acquainted session with the unique hermit
crab.

¢ Suitcase of Surprises
Learning comes alive when you have props, dried specimens and activities
that help make difficult concepts like camouflage, feeding, locomotion and
protection simple to understand.

¢ Penguin Palooza
Through movement and hands-on activities, students will love learning about
these birds that can't fly! Please note: Live penguins are not included in the
class.

(2) Grades 1-3:

¢ American Indians and the Sea
American Indians have lived along the coastline of Connecticut for thousands
of years. Explore some of the ways local Native Americans utilized plants and
animals from the sea, and how scientists are currently learning more about
these interesting people.

e Beluga Whales
Through listening games, costumes and activities, students will learn about
the incredible adaptations of these wonderful, white ocean inhabitants.




* Snappers, Sliders, and Jumpers...Oh My!
The creepy, murky swamp comes alive as students learn about this habitat,
the differences between alligators and crocodiles, and the cool adaptations of
other swampy critters. Please note: Gators included in class only through
December!

o Explore the Shore
Our classroom becomes the setting for students to explore the beautiful rocky
shores of New England and to investigate the native plants and animals that
live there. It's a great way to learn about the critters that live in your
backyard!

o Birds that Can'’t Fly
Did you know that most penguins don't live in cold climates? Learn about
some of the unique adaptations and survival skills of the 18 species of
penguins found south of the equator. There’s so much to learn about these
fine, feathered friends!

o Sea Jellies
The sea is full of these spineless blobs of jelly. They have no brain, no eyes,
no heart, yet we're often afraid of them! Come learn about the fascinating
world of jellyfish!

(4) Grades 4-5:

» Amazing Sharks
We often think of sharks as indestructible predators that have existed since
the age of the dinosaur. But what would the oceans be like without them?
Learn about the challenges facing these amazing survivors and discover why
these "boneless fishes" are so well adapted for life in the sea.

o Beluga Basics
Beluga whales are wonderfully adapted for life in the Arctic. In this lab-style
class students will observe beluga whales in our new Alaskan Coast exhibit
as well as participate in a number of activities to investigate how these
magnificent creatures adapt to life in the sea.

o EatorBe Eaten
Plankton: what is it and why is it important to life in the sea? Explore the
links of the ocean's food web and find out who eats who, how they eat, and
why. Suggested Add-on: SHARKS: Predator/Prey Interactive food web

computer game in our Immersion Institute™ Theater.

o Invertebrate lab
An interactive lab experience in which students use visual and tactile
observations to classify a variety of live marine invertebrates.




Swamp Things!

Ever wonder what it takes to live in a swampy environment? Some swamp
critters have relatives as old as dinosaurs! Learn about the unique
adaptations that have enabled these animals to survive over time.

Rainforest Class

Close your eyes and imagine you're standing in a dense, green, tropical
rainforest. You wonder: How can so many different plants and animals make
the rainforest their home? Let us introduce you to this amazing habitat, what
lives there, why, and how these tropical forests affect Earth’s climate.

Pinnipeds on Land and Sea

How are seals and sea lions alike and different? What relationship do these
creatures have with the land and the sea? You'll look at physiology, ecology,
human interventions and the greatest yearly migration on earth.

Underwater Lights

How do scientists study the animals that live in the deepest parts of the
ocean, where there is no sunlight? Many deep-sea animals glow thanks to
bioluminescence. Learn how and why these animals produce this ‘living’ light.

(6) Grades 6-8

Invertebrate Lab

What is a phylum and why do scientists classify living things in these groups?
Examine live invertebrates and complete a taxonomy exercise to understand
how classification works. Suggested Add-on: Squid Dissection class

Belugas and the Arctic

Observe beluga whales in our spectacular Alaskan Coast exhibit. Learn about
the differences between toothed and baleen whales and experiment with
echolocation. Discover why many scientists are journeying to the Arctic to
study both the physical and biological properties of this northern expanse.

Squid Dissection

What is the fastest, largest and most intelligent invertebrate in the sea?
Discover the many amazing adaptations of the squid, their mollusk cousins,
and participate in a detailed dissection of our local species.

Who Are They and How Do You Tell?

It may be ftricky to tell species of animals apart, but what about individual
animals that are all the same species? We'll begin with an introduction to
cetaceans to become familiar with the many different types of whales and
dolphins in our oceans. Then, using photos and data from our new dolphin




researcher, Dr. Kathleen Dudzinski, as well as the belugas and sea lions in
our live exhibits, we'll attempt to distinguish individual animals from one
another.

Introducing Pinnipeds

Can you distinguish an elephant seal from a Steller sea lion? Learn about
pinniped classification and some of the unique characteristics of certain seals
and sea lions. Hear about our current Steller sea lion research program, and
how we're attempting to figure out why part of their population is declining.

Exploration Through Technology

Did you know that we know more about the moon’s surface than the deepest
part of our oceans? Learn how the use of ROVS, robotics, satellite
technology and side-scan sonar has made learning about the ocean, from
surface to abyss, an exciting adventure.

(6) Grades 9-12

Invertebrate lab

What is a phylum and why do scientists classify living things in these groups?
Examine live invertebrates and complete a taxonomy exercise to understand
how classification works.

Squid Dissection

What is the fastest, largest and most intelligent invertebrate in the sea?
Discover the many amazing adaptations of the squid, their mollusk cousins,
and participate in a detailed dissection of our local species.

How Do They Do That?

Have you every wondered how we got our 1,000 pound Steller sea lions
transported to Mystic Aquarium? How do we get our beluga whales to "open
wide" for an oral exam? Why do we attach satellite tags to some animals
when we release them into the wild? You'll tour our back-up areas and find
out the answers to these questions and more!

Penguins In Peril

What does it mean to be a rare, threatened, or endangered species? How do
populations reach this stage? Hear the incredible story of the African
penguin, a species close-to-our heart whose population was nearly
devastated by a recent oil spill. Learn how Mystic Aquarium staff responded
to this crisis and what this means for the future of this and other species.

Who Are They and How Do You Tell?

It may be tricky to tell species of animals apart, but what about individual
animals that are all the same species? We'll begin with an introduction to
cetaceans to become familiar with the many different types of whales and




dolphins in our oceans. Then, using photos and data from our new dolphin
researcher, as well as the animals in our live exhibits, we'll attempt to
distinguish individual animals from one another.

Aquarium Careers

Come to our state-of-the-art Immersion Institute Theater and find out about
the variety of marine-related career opportunities available to you. From
designing deep-sea vehicles, to analyzing blood and water samples, to
developing interactive programs for visitors, you'll understand what it takes to
keep an educational research facility like ours running successfully

(7) Large Group Programs (groups of 50+ students)

Sea What You Know

This interactive, entertaining game show allows students to test their
knowledge of such categories as "birds that can’t fly," "animals without
backbones" and "lions of the sea."

Animal Rescue!

What does it mean when an animal is "stranded,” and why does this happen?
Learn how we rescue and care for marine animals in trouble while learning
more about them in the process.

Sea Lion Training

Our California sea lions can do amazing things such as retrieve objects from
the bottom of the pool, and distinguish between a variety of vocal commands
and hand signals from their trainers. How are they trained? How long does it
take? Meet one of our animal care staff to learn how we successfully train
our animals.

GROUP TOURS

Guide Exhibit Tour

Let a member of our education staff give your class a personalized guided
tour of our exhibits. Your tour guide will take you on a journey around the
world’s oceans, engaging the students with specialized talks and hands on
props at each of our exhibit areas and answering all of their questions.
Please note: Tour does not include Challenge of the Deep exhibit

Guide Challenge of the Deep Tour

Immerse your students in the wonder of the deep sea as a member of our
education staff leads them through our Challenge of the Deep exhibit,
interpreting the concepts and bringing this cold, dark environment to life!
They'll be amazed by the technology, archaeology, geology and biology that
they'll be introduced to, hundreds of feet below the water’s surface.




Behind the Scenes Tour

Take your class for a peek behind the scenes! Led by our Education Staff,
we'll take your students for an amazing first hand look at back-up areas that
are critical to the care of our animals and exhibits here at Mystic Aquarium.
Tours include stops at four different back-up areas, plus career information for
older students, and a touch & learn with local invertebrates.

- IMMERSION INSTITUTE PROGRAMS

California National Marine Sanctuaries

Explore the kelp forest of Monterey Bay and Channel Isiands National Marine
Sanctuaries using Bob Ballard’s deep-sea robot, Orpheus*, linked to live
cameras that are controlled right here in Mystic from our Immersion Institute™
Theater. Test your marine knowledge about the animals and plants that
inhabit this underwater world by using an interactive computer console.
*ROV availability is seasonal.

SHARKS: Predator/Prey — Eat or Be Eaten!

Will you survive? Find out in SHARKS: Predator/Prey, an exciting interactive
game based on the oceanic food web. Navigate your sea creature through its
underwater world using a touch screen console to find food and work yourself
up the marine food chain. But watch out, the ocean is full of opportunistic
predators — you are not playing alone!

E. TAILORED PROGRAMS FOR EDUCATION

Whereas many groups come for a traditional visit including exhibit tours and
advertised classes, we work with a number of districts and organizations to
provide specialized tailored programming to meet the needs of their students and
curriculums. Programs conducted over the past year include:

Groton Systemwide ~ Each Jan. — March we host 2 on-site visits, including

classes and guided tours, for each 4™ grader in the 9 elementary schools in
the Groton School District

Madison Systemwide — Each Sept. — Nov. we host 1 on-site visit, including

classes and guided tours, for each 2" grader, approx. 320, in the Madison
School District.

Stonington Systemwide — Each Sept. — Oct. we host 1 on-site visit, including

guided tours, for each 2" grader, approx. 200, in the Stonington School
District.

Morton Salt program — Each schoolyear we host 1 on-site visit, including

guided tours, for 2,000+ 5™ & 6" graders from inner-city Hartford, Norwich,



New London School Districts as the culminating event to our multi-part grant
program.

New Haven program — We are preparing to host (in April & May) 1 on-site
visit, including classes, for 3 different schools from inner-city New Haven
(approx. 1,500 students) as the culmination to a multi-part grant program
occurring for the first time this schoolyear.

LEARN inter-district program — In Nov-Dec. we hosted 1 on-site visit for
students involved in an inner-district grant program run through LEARN, an
education and family services center in CT. Students from suburban schools
were paired with students from inner-city schools and they met throughout the
schoolyear to work on projects, one being marine-related.

Teacher Summer Institute — We are preparing to host (in July), approx. 25
teachers currently involved in the Morton Salt grant program, for a weeklong
professional development opportunity focusing on the marine environment
and Long Island Sound. '

Mitchell College collaborative — For the past few years we have worked with
the Mitchell College Early Childhood Center and have hosted their up-and-
coming teachers and introduced them to ‘informal’ education and our
approach to teaching. We have also just started to involve the students in
classroom observation experiences and potential teaching experiences.

SEA Education Association — In April we hosted the Woods Hole
Oceanographic SEA Education students and presented an exploration-
themed program for 30 college juniors interested in the marine world.

Gateway School program — For the past 2 years we have been working with
the Gateway School in NYC as they focus on studying beluga whales. We've
hosted them for a daylong field trip (in June) filled with a variety of whale-
related programs and activities, and also arranged pen-pals for them in the
northern Canada/arctic region.

Vermont Institute — We provide marine programs, which are taught on-site in
front of a camera with no students in the room, and the program is broadcast
to multiple classrooms (K-12) throughout the state of VT who are interested in
learning about that particular lesson. This schoolyear we've presented 3
lessons to date.

Three Rivers Day — We hosted a professional development day for 75
professors from Three Rivers Community College, consisting of a marine-
related keynote speaker followed by tours and programs in our classrooms
led by the Education staff.




CSTA meeting — We hosted the Connecticut Science Teachers Association
Fall meeting and provided tours of the facility along with an interactive lecture
via telepresence with one of our researchers, Dr. Kathleen Dudzinski, out in
the field.

Black Sea Camp — An exclusive, 3-night, 4-day pilot program held for chosen
Boys & Girls Clubs kids from across the country, giving them the opportunity
to come to Mystic Aquarium, watch the live Black Sea expedition, enjoy the
exhibits, and go to the beach for field studies.

F. PUBLIC PROGRAMS

At the height of our busy season in the middle of summer, we host up to 7,000
visitors each day. Our goal is to educate these families, so that they Ieave
knowing more than they did when they came. Engaging and entertaining the
public is a tough challenge that needs constant refinement, new creative
approaches, and new and different materials and enhancements. The audience
is diverse and the attention span is limited, so our approach to programming
must be simple and captivating. Public programs over the past year include:

Exhibit Speeches — ongoing throughout the day at every outdoor exhibit and
specified indoor exhibits, these natural history and informational talks are
given by highly trained interpretive educators who are available for questions
following each mini-presentation

Vacation Weeks_— ongoing educational programming throughout school
vacation weeks of heavy visitation. Weeks are themed and programming for
all ages focus on the topic of choice and enhance the visitor experience
through entertaining education. An example of this is:

Whale of a Winter program -- Starting Saturday February 14th and running
through Sunday February 22nd we will be celebrating cold weather with this
program. It will discuss Humpback, Blue, and Minke whales, but it will
primarily focus on our belugas. Carts will be set up on the Main Floor from
11:00 to 3:00pm each day. They will showcase artifacts, activities, and
handouts relating to whale adaptations, size, and diet. We will also have our
Educators doing scheduled whale talks at the Alaskan Coast throughout the
day.

National Estuaries Day — an annual event in September featuring booths,
activities, crafts, lectures regarding coastal awareness and Long lIsland
Sound

Earth Day — building off of Earth Day, we provide extra programming on
marine conservation throughout the day and build awareness to general
visitors.



Long Island Sound Day — building off of Long Island Sound Day at the end of
May, we provide extra programming on estuaries and on Long Island Sound
this day. We have an Education Representative on the Long Island Sound
Committee and every year we frame and hang the top Long Island Sound
calendar contest projects for public viewing.

JASON Broadcasts -- Get out your raingear and bug repellant! We're going to
Panama through the JASON Project's professional development, hands-on
curriculum and live satellite research broadcasts from Barro Colorado Island.
JASON XV features tropical rainforest ecosystems, rainforest mammals,
population studies, arthropods, the carbon cycle, the design and engineering
of the Panama Canal, long term watershed monitoring, and the human history
and culture of the Isthmus of Panama...what cool stufff We are a JASON
Pin-Site and provide live broadcasts for 2 weeks in Jan-Feb. in our Marine
Theater.

Sea Spooks — festive, ‘scary,” educational activities available on the main
floor during the week leading up to Halloween.

Critter Craft Programs - Once a month our classrooms are open to the public
and visitors can pay a small fee to make marine crafts, get their picture taken
with various critters in our classroom, and receive extra programming if they’d
like.

Story_Series — early morning series of programs with marine stories and
movement activities for pre-schoolers and parents. 4 series are held from
Oct-April.

Docent Training — 18 hours of on-site training per docent ‘pool’ regarding
animal physiology, exhibits, presentation skills & public speaking for
perspective docent volunteers. 3-4 sessions are held each year.

Read Across America Literacy Day — building off of National Literacy Day in
March, we provide continuous marine stories during the day, in the
classrooms and on the main floor of the facility, even in front of exhibits.
Volunteers and students from Mitchell College assist staff with this venture.

Black Sea program — live interactive video link set-up between Mystic
Aquarium and a research vessel in the Black Sea, (July &August) featuring
exploration and archeology work of Dr. Bob Ballard. Visitors could speak to
researchers and watch, in real-time, an ROV at work.

Exploration Stations — daily interactive education stations featuring hands-on
activities, experiments, artifacts that enhance current exhibits and are
engaging for all ages of visitors.




G.

Immersion Theater Programs - daily ongoing state-of-the-art theater
programs which rotate between ‘SHARKS: Predator/Prey’ and ‘CA National
Marine Sanctuaries,” featuring individual computer console activities and large
screen visuals.

Sea_Lion Shows — daily interactive, educational & entertaining shows
featuring our 4 CA sea lions in our Marine Theater.

Beluga Contact — interact with a beluga whale and learn about its natural
history, adaptations, physiology in a 90-minute interactive contact session.

Penguin Contact - interact with a black-footed penguin and learn about its
natural history, adaptations, physiology, and training program in a 45-minute
interactive contact session.

Guided Tours — Visitors can register to become a part of a guided tour,
highlighting our outdoor exhibit, stranding centers, and basic overview of the
Aquarium in general. All ages are welcome.

Behind-the-Scenes Tours — Visitors can register for these small tours which
bring them to places they wouldn't otherwise see, such as our fish &
invertebrate quarantine area, our food prep kitchens, and our jellyfish and
coral propagation areas.

Scout overnights — overnight experiences on the main floor of the Aquarium.
Groups are broken into 4 smaller groups and rotate among marine activity
stations to help fulfill badge requirements, before sleeping amongst our
exhibits.

MEMBER PROGRAMS

We have approximately 13,000-15,000 families and individuals who subscribe
annually to be a part of our membership and support our mission. Of these, a
smaller percentage chooses to partake in the wide variety of educational
programs and opportunities that we offer to interested learners of all ages. Our
programs change seasonally and our hope is to provide a “cradle to grave” array
of programs so that everyone learns from us.

Summer Seafari camps — 7 weeks of summer camp offerings for every age
group, ranging from 2 day programs highlighting specific animals for 5&6 yr.
olds, to a career and behind-the-scenes focus for older teens.

Vacation camps — themed camp programs during school breaks for kids who
want to learn more about marine animals while having fun with friends too.
One catchy name was ‘Lullabeluga,’ obviously focusing on our beluga
whales.




Family lectures — large gatherings in our Marine Theater featuring a prominent
environmental speaker or an extremely hot topic. Our most recent lecture was
given by Jim Fowler, from Mutual of Omaha, who brought live animals and
introduced them to the audience of 1,000 family members. Current Schedule for
the coming year includes: “AFRICAN PENGUINS” (Laurie Macha, Senior
Aquarist MAIFE); “ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE FOR 11,000 YEARS OF
HUMAN CULTURAL ADAPTATIONS ALONG LONG ISLAND SOUND”
(Nicholas Bellantoni, CT State Archaeologist); “WHAT IS IT LIKE TO BE AN
AQUARIUM VETERINARIAN" (Allison Tuttle, Veterinary Intern MAIFE);
‘GATORS” (Steve Fox, Aquarist MAIFE); “THE WHALE WHISPERERS” (Boris
Bohachevsky, Senior Aquarist MAIFE)

o Adult lectures — Intimate gatherings held in a classroom featuring our staff or
local experts presenting a lecture on their area of expertise, always a marine-
related topic, to groups of approximately 20 members.

o Birthday parties — Held in one of our classrooms on most weekends, these
parties are run by an Education staff dressed in costume, who entertains the
children with a marine puppet show and/or game, and a touch & learn with
live invertebrates.

e Munchkin Morning ~ a program held a few times during our slower months,
targeting toddlers to pre-schoolers to get them out of the house and involved
in age appropriate marine activities scattered around our facility.

o Family overnights — we offer 4 per year, in the slower winter months to give
families an opportunity to do something together, something different, that's
fun and educational. A variety of activities, games, and tours take place
throughout the evening and into the night and following morning.

* Youth Leadership Council — a dedicated group of teens who have voluntarily
chosen to become a part of this council and act as mentors to younger
students and also as a ‘focus group’ for Ed. Staff. They meet 2-3
times/month and are currently working on designing and creating a marine
mural for the exit ramp from our Marine Theater.




EDUCATION Attachment E-3
EDUCATION PLAN

Adventures in Marine Science Education

Mystic Aquarium & Institute for Exploration programs have been a mainstay of
marine science education in southern New England for more than 25 years. Since
their inception, our classes have served more than 1.5 million school children,
college students, and families either on-site, in the field, or in Connecticut or
Rhode Island schools.

These education programs build a connection with the natural world and foster an
understanding of how organisms, habitats, and ecosystems work. Moreover, the
high-technology world of our own renowned explorer, Dr. Robert Ballard, brings
exciting distance learning initiatives to the mix, making our institution uniquely
positioned to offer a fully integrated approach to education through both
hands-on, inquiry-based programs and expedition-based adventures.

In a typical calendar year:
» 80,000 schoolchildren visit the Aquarium on planned field trips.

e 17,000 students are reached by our traveling teachers bringing live marine
invertebrates and curriculum materials to more than 180 schools within 75
miles of the Aquarium.

e 1,500 schoolchildren take part in field excursions to local coastal habitats
where they were taught marine natural history, habitat conservation, and
environmental assessment techniques.

e 5,000 students are served by our Hartford Education Center, which focuses on
outreach to Head Start and After-School programs as well as in-school
programs in urban neighborhoods of the state’s largest city. Most recently this
facility was upgraded to serve as a JASON Project downlink site.

In addition, from the general public:

e More than 800,000 people visit the Aquarium and experienced California sea
lion demonstrations in our 1,000-seat amphitheater; gallery talks by
education staff and docents about coastal processes and protection of key
habitats, such as coral reefs, estuaries and upwelling zones; and, exhibit
interpretation on marine biology and conservation issues at our outdoor
marine mammal and bird exhibits.



* 4,000 members take part in classes or field trips announced quarterly to more
than 12,000 member households, activities that included seal watches, eagle
watches, beach clean-ups and trips to various research sites.

* 5,000 members and guests take part in special educational events at the
Aquarium including the Natural History Lecture Series, family-oriented
evenings presenting well-known experts in the natural sciences. Recent
speakers included Bob Benson of Bat Conservation International, Jeff Corwin
of the Discovery Channel's Jeff Corwin Experience, and Jim Fowler, wildlife
correspondent for NBC’s Today Show.

How do we help to excite and inform a new generation of young scientists?
Of informed citizens? How can we become an extension of our schools’
educational mission? How can we live up to our responsibility of becoming
an asset to our community?

We achieve these goals through our mission, “To inspire people everywhere to
care about and protect our oceans by exploring and sharing their biological,
ecological, and cultural treasures.”

Philosophy of Education

Published scientific studies conducted at Mystic Aquarium & Institute for
Exploration have demonstrated that students exposed to living marine animals as
part of the teaching process retain information longer and develop more positive
attitudes towards marine life than those students who lack such exposure.
Moreover, many of our programs are designed to bring students and scientists
together in ways that promote science and mathematics as both fun and exciting.

The underpinning of our education philosophy is direct and simple: re-connect
both children and adults to the natural world through exposure to live animals and
experiences that engage with a sense of wonder. Based in part on E.O. Wilson’s
concept of “biophilia,” a philosophy that reinforces mankind’s innate attraction to
nature and starts people down a path to stewardship.

The educational process is a continuum that begins with awareness, moves on to
appreciation and concern, and ultimately concludes with an individual whose views
and actions are changed as a result of his or her experiences. A study of our
visitors by Dr. Stephen Kellert of Yale University underscores this continuum. His
data shows that before their visit, our guests have a “utilitarian” view of the ocean,
whereas their post-visit attitude shifts more to the “aesthetic.”

Through inquiry-based teaching and hands-on activities, education programs

encourage development of key scientific skills, such as observing, hypothesizing,

experimenting, and drawing conclusions. The programs incorporate lectures, labs,
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and field trips and use education materials that include live animals, tailored
curriculum materials, laboratory equipment for water analysis (e.g., physical and
chemical properties of Long Island Sound waters), as well as hand-puppets, life-
size costumes, and many other teaching devices tailored to younger audiences.

Program Development

Mystic Aquarium and Institute for Exploration teachers working closely with school
system educators and administrators to craft comprehensive content for grades K
- 12 that is mapped to the Connecticut Framework for Science Standards and
relate to the National Science Education Standards. After program concepts are
outlined in group sessions, individual staff instructors are assigned to fully develop
specific programs depending upon their own strengths and expertise.

A school program catalog is published that lists classes and indicates which
science standards they meet. The catalog is mailed to approximately 12,000
schools in Connecticut and the surrounding area. This catalog is also available on
the Aquarium’s web site as an HTML document and a PDF file.

Formal assessments of programs are conducted on an ongoing basis. Students
and teachers are asked to fill out evaluation forms for various programs, including
outreach programs. Discussions with teachers and students yield information on
how programs are perceived and how they can be improved. Regular surveys of
visitors also aid us in developing programs and exhibits that engage interest and
convey information.

To measure the educational effectiveness of our interpretive efforts, we have work
with Dr. Stephen Kellert to conduct an evaluation of the galleries and associated
education programs. Dr. Kellert, a professor at Yale University, is a leading expert
on the American public’'s knowledge of, and attitudes about, environmental topics.
Data collection methods include surveys, intercept interviews, and pre- and post
visit testing.

Mystic Aquarium’s Full School System Approach
A Systemwide Case Study — Groton School District

In addition to offering individual programs to area schools, Mystic Aquarium &
Institute for Exploration’s education staff has worked with several towns in the area
to create what are called system-wide programs. These learning units integrate a
theme-based program package into the existing curriculum of a particular grade
level of the entire school system.

For example, Project Aquarium 2002 “A Field Guide to Mystic Aquarium” has
been an integral part of the nearby Town of Groton school system’s 4" grade
curriculum in all 9 public schools since 1991. Working with teachers and
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administrators, it was determined that the Aquarium’s collection of marine
mammals, birds, fishes and invertebrates could be used as the basis for a student-
created field guide to enhance their existing curriculums. In the process of putting
together this guide, students are required to:

make and record observations of live animals

use reference materials to conduct literature searches
synthesize information

develop content outlines

write concise and accurate descriptive prose

create artwork

employ critical thinking skills

The program has three major components:

1. In-school visit by our outreach staff — This introduces the concept of field
gwdes to the students and includes live animals and a theatrical presentation.

2. 1°' Aquarium visit — Students visit the Aquarium and study fish and
invertebrate collections for inclusion in field guides. Visit includes a directed
shark study and a laboratory experience using live invertebrates.

3. 2" Aquarium visit — Students visit the Aquarium to study marine mammals
and birds while continuing work on field guides. Visit includes a directed study
of the Aquarium'’s beluga whales and other marine mammals.

During the time between the three components outlined above, the teachers work
with students to develop their field guides. Once the field guides are complete,
they are made available to other students in the Groton School system for use on
field trips to the Aquarium.

In the process of creating a field guide, students learn about the feeding, behavior,
reproduction, distribution and status of numerous marine organisms. The program
also helps students to understand each organism’s role in the ecosystem and how
intertwined the lives are of members of the same community.

Having completed its 10" year, the program continues to receive high marks from
teachers. The following is a sample of comments from the most recent teacher
evaluation forms:

‘Always well done.”

“The hands-on activities were excellent and the children learned a great deal.”
“Excellent, well planned and well presented.”

“Great job! The kids had a blast. They were charged up to learn more.”



Project Aquarium 2002 “A Field Guide to Mystic Aquarium” demonstrates that
when key individuals from a school system work with the Aquarium staff, powerful
synergies and highly effective learning experiences can result.

The JASON Project

World-renowned scientist and explorer Dr. Robert Ballard developed the JASON
Project in 1989 in response to the thousands of letters he received from
schoolchildren who were captivated by his deep-sea research. He wanted to find
a way to include children in a real expedition, so he made use of the amazing
telecommunications technology that is now available.

Although a limited number of students actually accompany the scientists on
JASON research expeditions, hundreds of thousands of others take part via live
communications transmissions. The technology is interactive, so students at
Primary Interactive Network (PIN) downlink sites can communicate directly
with the research scientists and even operate robotic equipment from
across the country.

Before each expedition, teachers prepare their students by means of a special
JASON Project curriculum that includes background study and hands-on
experiments. (For example, the theme for the 2002 JASON Project was entitled
“Frozen Worlds” and featured the Arctic.) The curriculum is taught from October
through January, with each teacher fitting it into her/his lessons in a manner that
best supports the school's science education goals. On-line activities also are
available through the JASON Foundation’s award-winning website.

In February, students travel to the downlink sites to enjoy the live broadcasts.
After the broadcasts, the JASON Project coordinator visits the participating
schools and performs follow-up activities with the children. The curriculum is
continued until the end of the school year.

Nationwide, over 1 million students participate in the JASON Project at over 33
PIN Sites. Connecticut has the oldest statewide JASON Network. In the past
five years alone, over 16,500 children in the middle grades have attended the
JASON broadcasts and been involved in the JASON program at Mystic
Aquarium. We have also done teacher training for over 1400 individual teachers
from the surrounding region.

The JASON Project stimulates interest in the natural sciences, as well as in social
science, engineering and technology. This year the JASON program is adding a
Mathematics cell as well as a reading cell for a comprehensive approach to
learning. The JASON curriculum not only teaches children facts, but also teaches
them to think.



The Immersion Institute™

Imagine going to a theater takes you in real time to a place thousands of miles
away and allows you to explore that place in your own individual way. The
Immersion Theater at Mystic Aquarium & Institute for Exploration enables just
such a personal and exciting approach to learning — in this case featunng our
nation’s spectacular National Marine Sanctuaries.

In 1972, 100 years after the establishment of the National Park Service and the
creation of the first land-based national park, Congress established the National
Marine Sanctuary System, a network of thirteen underwater zones protecting more
than 18,000 square miles of marine and freshwater resources from Washington
State to the Florida Keys, Lake Huron to the Gulf of Mexico, American Samoa and
places in between.

The prototype Immersion Institute™ Theater has a pre-programmed video that
explains the Sanctuary Program; an amazing, “live” view in real time from a
remotely operated vehicle (ROV) located within a National Marine Sanctuary (e.g.,
Monterey Bay); an instructor who serves as a tour guide through the Sanctuary;
and, interactive touch-screen kiosks that enable visitors to follow their own path of
inquiry. An added attraction is the chance to operate the ROV from a console in
the Immersion Theater.

The educational mission of the National Marine Sanctuaries program is, “To
promote public understanding of our national marine sanctuaries and to
empower citizens with the necessary knowledge to make informed decisions
that lead to the responsible stewardship of aquatic ecosystems,” a perfect
complement to the mission of Sea Research Foundation.

During the coming academic year this program will be dramatically expanded with
particular emphasis on developing marine related programs for Boys and Girls
Clubs of America delivered using the Immersion Institute’s telepresence
technologies.

Education Program Staffing

The Education Department at Mystic Aquarium and Institute for Exploration is
headed by Dr. Stephen M. Coan, a career educator and specialist in informal
learning. Kim Standish serves as administrator of the department which includes a
staff of 28 full-time educators including traveling teachers, exhibit educators, and
on-site teachers. The department is augmented by the Immersion Institute staff
including Dr. Kathleen Dudzinski, a marine mammal specialist and Dr. Andrea
McCurdy who specializes in educational technology. Several part-time teachers
assist the department with traveling and on-site programs.
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Community Involvement and Resource Sharing

Mystic Aquarium & Institute for Exploration is taking a lead role in advocating for
more national emphasis on informal education as part of America’s ocean policy.
Dr. Robert D. Ballard, President of the Institute for Exploration serves on the
President's U.S. Ocean Commission and is recognized as a leading voice for
improving marine science education. Dr. Stephen Coan, Vice President of
Education is recognized as an expert in after-school programs and distance
learning programs. He has a long association with marine science educators
through his work with the JASON Project over the past decade.

Locally, Kim Standish, Assistant Director of Education is active in regional
education support and advocacy organizations including the Chamber of
Commerce Education Committee. She regularly meets with area Superintendents,
teachers, and educators from other non-profit and informal learning organizations
in the area.

In Hartford, Joseph Bumpers works closely with the Hartford Chamber of
Commerce Education Committee and with Boys and Girls Clubs of Greater
Hartford and other local education organizations. Mystic Aquarium and Institute for
Exploration provides resource days for teachers on the campus, a resource library
in its Hartford facility and regularly supports and participates in the Connecticut
Science Teachers Association.



EDUCATION Attachment E-6
COOPERATIVE PROGRAMS WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS/INSTITUTIONS

Coastal America — We are a designated Coastal Ecosystem Learning Center
(CELC) and utilize many of the resources given to us through the federal
agencies. We've hosted lecture series featuring prominent marine speakers that
come free of charge through Coastal America, and also brought students and
teachers out on the O.S.V. Anderson NOAA research vessel in Long Island
Sound. We were a regional Student Ocean Conference host and assembled
groups of students and teachers to come together to analyze and debate current
marine issues, and hear from host, Sylvia Earle. We participate in National
Estuaries Day, National Wetlands Week, and other environmental ‘holidays’
promoted by Coastal America.

CT Sea Grant — We are in constant contact with Sea Grant and utilize their staff
as guest speakers for member programs and summer camps. For instance, Peg
Van Patten, their seaweed ‘guru,’ often conducts seaweed labs for students and
staff development. We are currently working with Sea Grant to implement a
grant that we received. One of their staff is developing content and pre & post
evaluations for our upcoming Teacher Summer Institute. In addition, we
constantly disseminate the latest Sea Grant marine materials and resources to
the classrooms.

Denison Pequotsepos Nature Center — a local nature center that we team up with
to develop programs and generate interest among our membership. We have
joined forces for the annual Bald Eagle Watch on the CT River, as well as
Professional Development workshops for CT and Rl educators.

New York Aquarium — We recently worked with staff from New York Aquarium &
Bronx Zoo on a 2-day teacher workshop. We wrote a letter of support for the
program, advertised and recruited teachers for the workshop, organized the
details and hosted the workshop that their staff taught. We've hosted their
student docents and given then guided and behind-the-scenes tours of our
facility, and we've also taken member bus trips to New York Aquarium and have
received great behind-the-scenes tours and programs from their staff.

Bronx Zoo - We recently worked with staff from Bronx Zoo & New York Aquarium
on a 2-day teacher workshop. We wrote a letter of support for the program,
advertised and recruited teachers for the workshop, organized the details and
hosted the workshop that their staff taught. We have also taken member bus
trips to Bronx Zoo and have received special guided tours and programs from
their staff.

Roger Williams Zoo — We utilize their exhibits and staff for some of our
specialized camp programs, specifically our JASON program. We also worked



with them to provide a training session to our education staff on alligators
(handling/care/programming) when our Swamp Exhibit' opened and we had
gators in our classrooms. Their Education staff has also presented a
‘Zooquarium’ evening to our members, where they brought small terrestrial
critters for viewing and touching. We are currently working on a ‘trading species’
program that would involve docents and animal talks.

Pine Point School — We have an ‘open door policy with this nearby private -
school, in which teachers and students receive free educational programming

and the education department can use their campus for programming. With our

numerous summer camp programs, the space and resources provided to us are

invaluable. We also work with their teachers on a variety of programming

initiatives and rely on them for feedback and evaluations.

Gateway School — We work with the Gateway School in New York City to provide
beluga whale programming to their students throughout the schoolyear. This
consists of an on-site visit to the Aquarium as well as back & forth
communication via email where questions are submitted and our whale staff
responds. We've also arranged pen-pals for their students to correspond with in
the northern Canada/arctic region.

Narragansett Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve — We have worked in
conjunction with this nearby NEERS organization to jointly organize and
implement our National Estuaries Day annual event each September. The
Reserve provides some funding as well as staff for the event, and we host and
execute the day.

Dolphin Communication Project — This exciting organization is now under the
auspices of Mystic Aquarium, with Dr. Kathleen Dudzinski as a member of the
Education Dept. We run dolphin research and ecotourism trips with participants
from both organizations, and much of Kathleen's research is being incorporated
into our current education programs. The DCP is helping us to promote
awareness of marine mammal conservation.

University of Rhode Island Environmental Education Center — the concepts and
implementation of two of our most popular overnight camp programs are run in
conjunction with this center. The ‘Paddlin’ to the Sea’ program for 13-16 year
olds and the ‘Marine Madness' program for 11-13 year olds typically have
waitlists for participation. Staff from the Aquarium and the Center work together
to combine experience in environmental education, outdoor skills, and fresh and
saltwater content.

Mitchell College — We work closely with the Director of the Early Childhood
Education Center to provide classroom observation and teaching experience to
college students pursuing careers in teaching and education. We also utilize the



knowledge and energy from the Director himself and involve him in Professional
Development programs, such as our upcoming Teacher Summer Institute.
Vermont Institute — we work on a distance-learning initiative with the state of
Vermont, whereby we provide marine programming every few months, and it
reaches 500+ students at a time via telepresence. We teach the classes on-site,
to a camera with no students in the room, yet hundreds are learning from us at
that time!

Groton Maritime Academy — Our VP of Education serves on the Board of the
Maritime Academy, and our staff attends monthly meetings to organize and run
this program. This program was developed by the local Police Dept. in
conjunction with various marine-related organizations, and offers troubled teens
a 3-week marine experience, including Aquarium programs, deep-sea fishing,
boat-building, and boat license tests. Teens graduate each summer and work
their way up to internship and on-the-job experience at many area organizations,
including the Aquarium.

Boys & Girls Clubs — We work with these clubs throughout the US, with particular
focus on Indian Reservations, bringing to them newly created marine curriculum
modules and corresponding computer video and imaging.

CT Science Teacher's Association — In addition to being members of this
organization, we host annual meetings on-site and provide programming and
marine-science speakers to the teachers and educational administrators who
belong to this organization.

National Marine Educators Association — In addition to being members of this
organization, we assisted in hosting the National Conference in 2002, which
brought 500 marine educators to CT for 5 days of educational workshops, field
trips, and guest speakers. We hosted a variety of events at the Aquarium for this.
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EDUCATION Attachment E-12
OUTREACH PROGRAMS

Traveling Teachers visit schools within 75 miles of Mystic, Connecticut, bringing
the aquarium’s resources to students that otherwise may not make it to us.
Teachers bring live animals, hands-on learning materials, and customized
supplemental programming to students during the traditional school day.
Teachers may choose one of our classes from the education brochure, which are
divided according to grade level. Classes accompanied by the small bus icon
are able to travel and can be successfully taught away from the Aquarium. The
majority of our education programs, especially the elementary programs, can
travel off-site.

In many cases we work with specific districts to provide tailored programming to
meet curricular needs of certain grade levels. Studies have shown that students
retain more content from multiple exposures rather than a single experience. For
this reason, we often organize multi-part programs, or units, introducing key
concepts at the start of the program and building on them with each subsequent
visit. For instance, we work with the local Groton School District to provide
programming to every 4™ grader, in nine different elementary schools. Qur unit
correlates to their science curriculum and introduces the scientific method and
demonstrates its importance in research and scientific observation. The goal of
the program is to give the students the background and understanding to
research a specific marine animal and write a field guide. We visit each class
three times within a three-month period, and we leave the students with the skills
and content knowledge to continue the project under the direction of their
classroom teacher. The success of this program is evident in the fact that we've
been asked back for twelve consecutive years.

Another proven success is our Morton Salt program, which is celebrating its 10"
anniversary this year. Through the generous support of Morton International, we
are able to bring a marine science unit to more than 2,000 5" & 6" grade
students in Connecticut's urban cities. This unit focuses on an introduction to
Long Island Sound, the importance of protecting the Sound, the plants and
animals that inhabit it, and their unique physical and behavioral adaptations.
This program scratches the surface of the great need for science and
environmental education in schoals, specifically in urban settings. Many of these
children have never been to Long Island Sound, although in some cases they live
within 10-15 miles of it.

For this reason, our muiti-part programs often entail a coastal field study
component to a coastal habitat on Long Island Sound. We want to emphasize
that learning doesn't just take place in the classroom. By bringing students to
their local beach or salt marsh, we are making the connection between aquarium
and reality. Even if the students have been to the beach, chances are they



haven’t thought of it as a natural resource that needs to be protected, and they
haven’t thought about how their individual choices and actions affect the Sound
and its ecosystems. It's our goal to change their outlook—and ultimately, their
actions.

Our multi-part traveling programs include:

Groton District — 3 visits with 4™ grade students

Stonington District — 2 visits with all 2" grade students

Madison/Ryerson District — 3 visits with all 2" grade students

Norwich District — 3 visits with all 6" grade students (Morton Salt Program)
New London District — 3 visits with many 5" grade students (Morton Salt
Program)

Hartford District — 3 visits with many 5" grade students (Morton Salt Program)
New Haven District — 3 visits with many 2™, 5™ 6" 7t 8" grade students

We are also involved in larger scale educational events that require us to set up
a booth, offer interactive programming with a marine message, and distribute
educational materials. These events help us to reach masses of people and
create awareness throughout New England.

Large-scale outreach events include:

CPTV (CT Public Television Event) — an annual event that attracts 20,000
families to an educational weekend of interactive programming, exhibit
booths, food.

Channel 3 Kids Festival - an annual event based in the Hartford area that
features organizations and entertainment for CT’s kids.

SAM JAM - Pfizer Inc. annual Science & Math Jamboree that attracts 1000+
students over a 3-day period. Students spend timed rotations at each booth
and are presented with a scientific concept that they can then experiment with
and ask questions about.



CONSERVATION Attachment C-5
SELECT CONSERVATION INITIATIVES

o Working with university partners to establish a biological field station on the
Gulf of California at Rancho El Barril, Baja California, Mexico, a region of the
central Gulf having high conservation priority.

o Pioneering the development of “Ring Road” live-link public programs
connecting MAIFE and other institutions with the Monterey Bay, Channel
Islands, and other marine sanctuaries through above water and underwater,
remotely operated camera systems and interactive learning stations.

e Working with the CT Department of Environmental Protection and the RI
Department of Environmental Management to conduct seminars and produce
printed and electronic guides describing issues affecting marine mammals
and sea turtles in southern New England and conveying natural history
information on common beachstranded species.

e Undertaking research studies involving the release and 'tracking of
rehabilitated beachstranded marine mammals and making real-time data on
animal activity and habitat available on-line to the public.

e Working to heighten awareness of inshore conservation issues as a nationally
designated Coastal America Coastal Ecosystem Learning Center. Hosting
annual events for visitors focussing specifically on coastal estuaries in
association with Audubon and the National Estuary Program.

e Hosting annually the JASON Project, a prominent distance learning initiative
for school groups and visitors featuring live broadcasts of students and
scientists from field sites in rainforest, desert, and marine habitats.

o Partnering on-site with the Dolphin Communication Project to leverage field
studies in dolphin behavior and communication for promoting awareness and
understanding of marine mammal conservation in Japan and North America.

e Promoting the involvement of staff in field initiatives such as beluga whale
studies in western Hudson’s Bay in association with Fisheries and Oceans
Canada, Steller sea lion field studies in Alaskan waters in association with
Alaska Fish and Game and University of Alaska, and the rescue of oiled
African penguins in association with SANCOOB of South Africa.

» Hosting lectures for members and the public featuring high-profile advocates
for habitat and wildlife conservation such as Jim Fowler. Including coastal
field studies in program offerings for students and members. [Also see
Education Programs (Attachment E-2).]
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