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HEFLIN  COMMAND
Office of the AZ of 3, 32
APO Th2 U5 FORC

L. (3} cOVIED poREs:

&. (NOFORN) Sightings of equipment in vieinity of Berlin
indioate prescrge of an estimated two battalions of 138me Howltzers.
Whethor thess slesents oase from within G8F0 or are reinforcesents
from elswwhers ia unknown,

b. Observations of Soviet armor stationed in courtyard weat
of Auguat Bebel Platz on 300600 Oot showed no apperent change in
rumber personnel or vehicles. Soveral ono-atory prefabricated barracks
toing constructed in aren.

COMMENT: Comstrustion of semi-permanent bulldings
indicates Soviet intention to remain in thia installation ot lemat
until melution of mector border control dispute.

2. (NOFORN) Allisd agenoy reports movewent of Soviet
dependents back to USSA cannot be confirmed. On the sontrary, new
arrivals of dependents bave been ruparted.

d.  (MOFORN] Thers were indlcations the past week that OSFG
troining nas possibly orogressed to division-lewel. Hewaver, training
at this time of yoor would normally be woll sdvanced into Divislon
and Army saneuvers.

2. (C) EAST RPN ARNY PORCES:

A, Major elements of the Enst Garsan Army resained st home
stations eondusting low-level treining.

(HOFORN) Elemonts lat Mtz Rifle Regt, Oranienburg (U0 B147)
and 26th nu Rifle Regt, Rostook (UV 1297) moved {rom home stations to
urknonn fleld looation on 25 Qot. Unknown If units engiged in regimentsl-
level exercises or dlvisien or hﬂ.ﬁ-r level maneuvers.

DCWNGRADED AT 12 YEAR INTERVALS
HOT MTIGMATICALLY DECLASSIFIED Page 1 _of .
DOD DIR 5200.10 :m‘_‘_:!i::'t:-

BY
ﬂaﬂ%i o e 15 mu—wk—én-
13 A, + Lt Col standsrd mm moquence dus to
cemand

u- ﬂ-u that NOFORH info contalned

SECRET

US Army Intelligence Summary of 31 Oct -9
Nov 1961. ISUM #13a; pg.1; Berlin Brigade;
Intelligence Reports, 1954-1962; Records of

United States Army, Europe; Record Group
549; National Archives at College Park,
College Park, MD.

Description of observed Soviet forces

movements within and around East Berlin. The

Soviets appeared to be digging in so as to see

out the border control dispute to the end.

ALL DOCUMENTS DECLASSIFIED PER E.O.

a6 a0a 6sr-61 | M- MJ.:

by USAREUR 504-8. chiefs 1will e

month of their

to roview current rizati during the

{2) P cireular 380-5 has been revised and ropublished
effective 1 ODotober 1961. The new circulnr InCorporatos Numoraus
~ertipent ehanges in comsnd policy for safesuarding official and
olassified dofenso information. All major wnit eommanders and chiefs
of ataff divislons are urged to lend thelr wigorous support to assure
the overall effectiveness of this new direetive, the “aecurity bible”
of Borlin Command.

G-2 Seourity Branch has presented briefinm for the

sosurity control persomwl of the comssnd on the interpretation,
Le, lon, anmd uf the eireular.

14, (€} WISCELLANECUS:
=, BSteinstuscken Exclave:

{1} = Army contifuss to saisain o 3-man areed patrol
in tho West Berlin exclave of Stelnstuscken.

(2} 25 vefuscen bawe beon alrlifted cut of the area,

{3) Guards arcund the ares have been Instrueted not to
fire on Weot Berlin Police or West Berlin residents, or cn Allied
ersennel unlese thay atep inte Esot Qorman tormitory. They were told
to fire vn East Gorsans who ajproached the border only after they hawe
becn called to nalt ond a wamlng ghot was given. They have dis~onsed
with warndng shots for persons who are in the jrosess of dciecting.
Qunrds wore told not to fire on U8 Arey helisopters and ©o watch
clasely the sotivities of the 3-mon U8 Army petrol.

15. (C) SUMNTY OF STONITICANT DEVELOPMERTS:

3. On 22 October, Mr. E. B, Lightner, USHER, drove his USARET
Licenged FOV throuch the Priedrichstrasae crotsing point into Enat Berlia
ot was dended entry by the Enat Qorsans unleus he showed his identity
fosments, whish he refused to do, After a delsy, Wr. Lightner wes
escortad throwh the Hast Gersan checkpoint by US Military Folice in
Jeope and oo fuot, Sinoe this incident there have been 12 attesgia by
£ personnel dressed in clvilian attire, driving POV cmed wehicles *a
m@in sccess to East Perlin throush the Prisdrichstrasse crosslng point.
All attempts but cne have resulted in = Military Falise eacort.

Fage 10 of 31 semes.

! SECRET |

US Army Intelligence Summary of 26 Sept-31
Oct 1961. ISUM #13; pg. 11; Berlin Brigade;
Intelligence Reports, 1954-1962; Records of

United States Army, Europe; Record Group
549; National Archives at College Park,
College Park, MD.

The movement of the Soviet tanks in East Berlin is
recorded in an Intelligence Summary. In what was
actually the October 27th standoff between Soviet

and U.S. forces at Checkpoint Charlie, the concurrent

movements of U.S. forces are not mentioned.

Hurlin Commeid Plan to "NOSL" Down Wall ond issoci-ted Obmt=cles Slevg
L8 - Sevist Suotor/Sector Border (3)

Short Title: BC GPFLAN 3=7 (U)
Task Oredsstiont Anmex A
L. (3) STTUGTICN.
2, Ounersl Situstion: The current political situstion as

portaing to D auﬂl rights to East Derlin sonstitutes » potertial
threat e poaltio in Beriln and n pomslble sres for peliticol
Commuinta

mdﬂutnuum—mnl:—tm . If S
Oerman Cosmunist Poroes olose the Last polit to Exst Ber L4
ersction of phyaleal barrlers 1t will be of vital o nitwr
demalisn barriers blooking accosa (OPLAN 3-6) or te knock

prtrel
along the iritish-Soviet Sestor/Sector border; cantinue
nlong the British-Enat Oermen Seotor/Zonsl border.

(2) ¥rench Forces contirue pntrolling nlong French-
Soviet Ssotor/Scoter border.

(%] Ilut mll.u ul.u- sontinue prisary responaibility
for malntenwnos of Porce

m of rumtiness o
smergoney opsrations, Oroup South, West Berlin Police will sssist
U8 Forcea whon suthorised by LSCOH.

(4) T350th Aerial Support Squsdron:
(=) hmlﬂo wearfio mml within Tempelbof
Central Airport snd opsns as coordinnted by CO's Trak Porcs
TREE =nd 2d Dattle anwv. ﬂm mfmw
(b} Provides fixed wing rireraft for ssrisl

ruconnaaasnoe misslens aa required. (Coordinated by ACefS. G,
Bariin Sormand).

DOMIORATED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS
TECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YLARo
DO DIR 5200, 10

I'
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/““m . Fage Lof § Pages

X ﬁé‘y 2] BE OPLAN 3-7 {u)
* G, ACof3, 03 a0 Doa T

'40-61
Cr M 3P eof 4k

BC Op Plan 3-7; pg. 1; Berlin Command

A0D QUOOR

Ops Plans 1961; Berlin Brigade; Operations
Planning Files, 1954-1965; Records of United

States Army, Europe; Record Group 549;
National Archives at College Park, College
Park, MD.

An Operations Plan from November 1961

shows the intention of the Allied forces to react

with force should the Communists close off all

access to East Berlin.
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August 14, 1961

BERLIN-GERMANY CROUP

Ipterview with Asbassadors Keonan and
Thompson, August 11

Asbgssador Kenngn pleaded lack of full information on
Berlin, but was disturbed by impressions of governmental
and public thinking here. He questiomed what seemed some
underlying assusptions of our Berlim policy. Specifieally,
he made the following points:

1. We have overplayed our show of stremgth (the
Jugoslavs had made much of this), Khrushchev is Fully
aware of our military power and has a healthy respect for
it. What is needed is a clearer demomstration of our
willingness to negotiate.

2a el d the view, p 1 in
that l'-hru-hchﬂr had created the Berlin crisis in overbearing
fashion to humiliate the US., Actually he was forced into his
Berlin demarche by GDR weskness. He is greatly worried
about this, also by 1958 Bundestag resolution approving
atomic weapons for the FRG, This latter started Ulbricht's
"bleating” about Berlin and may have beem a main cause
of the Soviet note of November, 1958. The Jugoslavs,
in their recent Moscow talks, saw evidence of Soviet fears
and vulnerabilities respecting Berlin. Khrushchev wants a
way out.

3. We must distinguish between what Khrushchev wants
and what he realistically expects to get. Kennan questions
the gpder of Soviet cbjectives as sometimes stated in our
working papers. There are really the makings of an acceptable
"dgal™ over Berlin. He would have pntcn‘-d a more radical,
over-all h along "di lines, for which he
is abundantly om record, but realized that rj\ta approach had

been

SECRET

Interview with Ambassadors Kennan and
Thompson, August 11; Berlin Germany Group
1961; Policy Planning Council; Subject Files,
1954-1962; General Records of the Department
of State; Record Group 59; National Archives at
College Park, College Park, MD.

Interview with George Kennan, former
Ambassador to Soviet Union, who questioned the
underlying assumptions of most U.S. policy on
Berlin. He thought that the USSR had been goaded
into action over Berlin because of GDR weakness

in the face of strong, nuclear West.

ALL DOCUMENTS DECLASSIFIED PER E.O.

Memo of Conversation re: Berlin Contingency
Planning and Related Matters, 4/13/1961; Policy
Planning Council; Subject Files, 1954-1962;
General Records of the Department of State;
Record Group 59; National Archives at College
Park, College Park, MD.

Memo of conversation with Kennedy and German
Chancellor Adenauer showing Kennedy’s concern
over the gaps between Berlin contingency planning
on paper and the actual commitments that each

nation had understood to have taken on.

e TGET ~—

45

2, Plgsl Eserede-Ynrustctey Eachanes oo Berlin, dupe o

In a last brief sesting with Ehrushchev alons i the
aftermcon of Jane 4, the President onos more pointed out to
bip Barlin's isportance bo the Onited States and aprossed
the hepe that the Soviet Union would sot prosest him with &
sitastlon deeply izwolving ABerica's natiosal lntarest. e
President conceded that the Sovist Unlen had to make Its wwm
deaisions regarding Berlin, but he urged thet thees decisions
e conaddered carefully and that Sovist-imorican relaticss be
developsd iz & wmy hat would svodd & direct confrosiatien
botuser the two countriss.

Knrushcher stated iz reply thet be spprecisted toe
President's frarkmess but also sadd that If the borders of the
GI8 om Jand, mss, o in the air uera violsted, us & Peslt of
instszance by toe United States on itm rights it Barlia fellowing

s treaty, vould be defendod,

Too Soviet F 4f the United States nm"&nug!d

action that would bring .m unhappy consequences, “force
ﬂm be et by forcs,” and that both scumtries would have to
pregare themselves for that situstfon, Karusbchov mede alsc
clear, in ansser to & guestion by the Presidest, that under an
in ..eru agromment Western forces resain in Berlis for
six monthe but would thon bave to n\m.

The Pru}dﬂ“ dor_l:nd st either thrunbﬂhﬂ \ﬂd
balleve that aited States was serious or the
fourd the -nau;\g sitastion in Rerlin ao unsat u-r-ct-

1% felt compelled to take such drusile sction, President
Esunady stated that at bis forthcoming mesting with Britlsh
Prize Minister Macmillar he would have to state his impression

that the USSR wag preserting his with the alternative of ms=
aspting the Sowiet Unlor's astion on Berlin of hawing to fsce
v.aql‘ru ctation, He, the President, had come to Vienma to

ush, & confrontation and hu Junl‘ww rugrotted that
n:hm to loave Vienna with this ispressis

Shrushchov then siated that for tho sake of mdbf.d'pws‘. Lge
ome might agree that taken nont!.ngnt of troops, including
Soviet troops, could be maintained in West Berlln although mot
on the basis of ccecpation rights bul ef pome ageoemsnt Tegistered
with the United Bstions, fov made it olear, however, that
moceas to Berlin woold be smbject to contrel by the GIR, 1 the
ccurse of thie particuler disoussios, Khrushehew mzserted that

Final Kennedy-Krushchev Exchange on Berlin, June
4 United States Department of State. Historical
Studies Division (February 1970). Crisis Over Berlin,
American Policy Concerning the Soviet Threats to
Berlin November 1958-December 1962. Part V.
Developments in the Early Phase of the Kennedy
Administration and the Meeting with Khrushchev at
Vienna, January-June 1961 (Research Project 614-E).
Washington, D.C.: Author.

A summary of the final exchange between Kennedy
and Khrushchev in Vienna, with the two men still

at loggerheads over the impasse in Berlin.
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SECRET
NOFORN
SECTION III

THE BERLIN WALL

The wall separating East and West Berlin is actually
a system of barriers and obstructions of many different
types, rather than a single, definite!feature. For 43
kilometers, or about 26-1/2 miles, it closely parallels
the sector boundary but does not always coincide exactly.
The wall, like the sector boundary, mainly follows roads,
railroads, canals, or other dividing lines, such as the
margins of parks and cemeteries. For about 28 kilometers,
or 65 percent of its length, it traverses areas that are
built up on one or both sides, whereas for the rest of the
distance (15 kilometers: 35 percent) it extends through
relatively open areas. The wall parallels railroads for
some 8 kilometers and canals for about 10 kilometers.
Structurally, it is most formidable im the densely popu-
lated central core of Berlin and somewhat less so in the
less populated northern and scuthern areas.

Roughly one-third of the wall, mainly the central sec-
tion, is P of nry a. ing with the walls of
sealed buildings, generally supported by secondary obstruc—
tions. Except for a strotch where the Spree constitutes

a natural boundary, further fortified by barbed wire,
masonry wall sxtends along the bulge in the central core

of the city. Other sections are formed by multiple barbed
wire fences which follow canals and rajlway embankments
and other earlisr barriers to cast t - B d
ary obstructions of mascnry wall, tank barriers, pavement

blocks, and cleared strips back up the main wall. Lightly
constructed fenceés seem to have been erected mainly to cut
off visual contact. Communist officials of East Germany
bave announced that they will clear a continuous strip
100 meters in width along the East Berlin side of the wall.
This will be costly and time-consuming, and involve oblit-
erating cemetories, churches, and historical landmarks. To
date, the cleared-strip plan seems to have besn implemented
near the sxtreme northern and southern ends of the wall,
where it involved little more than removing orchards, gar-
dens, tool sheds, and the like. Only a few changes indicate
clearing in the central core area.

The wall is strongest at the Brandenburg Gate, a point
of great symbolic as well as geographic significance. Here
the East Germans have piled prefabricated concrete slabs in

SECRET

The Berlin Wall; Berlin Handbook; p. 11;
Executive Secretariat: Records Relating to the
Berlin Crisis, 1961-1962; General Records of
the Department of State; Record Group 59;
National Archives at College Park, College
Park, MD.

A description of the first phase of the Berlin
Wall, including the beginnings of the infamous
“Death Strip.” The description comes from “A
handbook on the Berlin problem” created by the
CIA in December 1961.

—

layers forming a wall 7 feet high and 8 feet thick with
stecl-post reinforcesent. Away from the Brandenburg

Gate, the masonry wall is made of very large prefabricated
concrete slabs one foot thick. Around sharp curves and
awkward corners, sealler concrete blocks are used; they
are also used in other places to imcrease the height of
the wall. Generally the masonry wall is topped by Y-
shaped iron rods strung wich barbed wire.

Most of the wall is about 8 feet high, but some
stretches along Bernauer Strasse are 10 feet high; and
the boundary wall of the French cemetery is even higher.
Generally, where the sector boundary follows the building
line instead of curb or street line, the buildings have
been incorporated into the wall by sealing doors and
windows .

At authorized crossing points, obstructions have been
placed across the road forming a maze with relatively nar-
row openings that require vehicles to zigzag slowly arcund
obstacles

Io places the masonry wall is backed up by tank bar-
riers. The most publicized of these are between the Reichs-
tag ruins and Potsdamer Platz. Here two rows of heavy steel
tripods are cemented into the ground behind the wall. Tank
barriers are also located at ecach end of the masonry wall
and along Zimmerstrasse from Wilhelm Strasse to Linden
Strasse.

The resainder of the wall is comprised of one or more
wire fences, backed by watch towers at irregular intervals
At the northern end, for example, there are 3 fences 7-1,/2
foot high. The first follows the sector boundary, the
second is 10 feet inside, and the third is sose 159 yards
to the sast. The ground between the first two fences is
covered with wire obstacles, whereas the area betwoen the
second and third fences has been cleared and can be lighted
at night Watch towsrs spaced about 600 yards apart pro-
vide vantage points for the armed guards. Where the garden
colony of Schoenholz formerly adjoined the boundary, every-
thing has been leveled. The situation is the same on the
southern end of the sector boundary where the garden colonies
©of Daheim, Bpavthsfelde, Grueneck and Am Rehpfuhl have been
changed te a no-san's-land

-13-

Sm T

(ibid.)

Summary of Reports Given by Refugees
During the Period September 28-October 5,
1961; Bureau of European Affairs, Country
Director for Germany: Records Relating

to Berlin and East German Affairs, 1957-
1968; Lot 70D4; General Records of the
Department of State; Record Group 59;
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National Archives at College Park, College
Park, MD.

Refugees from the Soviet sector of Berlin
as well as the rest of East Germany told

of their experiences crossing into West
Berlin. Some border-crossers were helped
by East German police, while others were
harassed and arrested. While the Wall was
a new phenomenon, attitudes towards its

enforcement were varied.
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