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EXECUTIVE StTMMABX 

Freedom of the press is one of the most visible and vaunted 

quarantees provided by the United States Constitution. When the 

requirements of national security conflict with that riqht, observers 

and participants on all sides of the issue face difficult choices on 

competinq priorities. 

This conflict is characterized by a qeneral lack of clear answers 

and quidance. In 198 7, the directive establishinq the Wartime 

Information Security Proqram (WISP) was cancelled, leavinq the US armed 

services with no central quidance for press censorship. Each of the] 

services has established quidelines based on the WISP proqram; however, 

no centralized authority is in place to provide backinq or quidance for 

the individual service rules. 

We were asked to examine the historical backqround of wartime 

press censorship, the relevant concerns of both defense officials and 

journalists, and likely future developments that will affect the 

military's need and ability to control information durinq combat 

situations. Our final task was to determine whether the Defense 

Department should adopt a formal policy for press manaqement, under what 

circumstances such a policy should take effect, what types of 

restrictions should be imposed, and how they should be implemented. 

Our analysis was based extensively on personal interviews and 

discussion. (The biblioqraphy lists our survey of backqround 

literature.) We spoke with academic experts, and with members of both 

the media and the military communities .1 Our research revealed 

substantial aqreement on two major issues. The first point of consensus 

was that censorship could never aqain be practiced on a larqe scale as 

lwe recoqnize that neither •the media• nor •the military• is a 
monolithic entity, and the persons we interviewed represent only a 
sample of opinion; however, for brevity and ease of reference, we use 
the blanket terms •military• and •media• throuqhout our discussion. 



it was during World War II. Everyone involved with the issue seemed to 

recognize the imminent futility of any attempt to implement sweeping 

censorship policies in the future. Given today• s communications 

technology, the defense establishment could at best hope to maintain 

control over the flow of information from within the immediate combat 

area. 

The second area of broad consensus involved the question of what 

constitutes a valid reason for ma.terial to be censored. Journalists and 

military authorities ared the belief that troop safet rational ~ 
security alone were Jegitim•te concerns of the een3or3hip process. Such 

controversial subjects as military officials' conduct, the 

appropriateness of US intervention, and the rationale or opinions of the 

enemy are issues that are best left to public debate. 

While numerous other questions are met with considerably less 

agreement, the Pentagon has acknowledged the basic importance of the 

free flow of information in American democracy. Realizing that the 

exclusion of the press from its invasion of Grenada raised concerns, the 

Pentagon assembled the Sidle Commission and requested a report on how to 

approach these questions in the future. The Commission set guidelines 

for continually maintaining a press pool which could be taken into any 

combat activity from the onset. Although the press pool has proved less 

than a perfect solution, it offers promise for reducing the likelihood 

of a Grenada-like blackout. 

While the Sidle Commission guidelines offer important 

considerations in determining Pentagon press policy, technology, 

legality, precedent, and political consideration must also be taken into 

account. Based on our analysis we recommend the following: 

I. Enacting a directive or executive order mandating public affairs 

planning as an integral part of the military operational planning -procedure. This order should include the following provisions: 
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a. That the Joint Chiefs of Staff be required to include ~~ 
Assistant Secretary (Public Affairs) or someone appointed"~: Jr 
him or her during all stages of operational planning for rJ/ 
assurance that public affairs concerns are adequately ~;v
represented throughout the process. 

b. That the Assistant Secretary (Public Affairs) be required to 

maintain press pools according to priorities outlined in the 

Sidle Commission report, exercise them periodically, work them 

into the earliest stages of combat activity when general media 

access is not feasible, and dissolve them to permit full media 

coverage of military activity as soon as possible. 

II. Establishing a set of ground rules for press personnel in the 

combat area, to be enforced under the following provisions: 

III. 

a. That journalists in the combat area be required to obtain 

accreditation based on affiliation with some official media 

organization, and that the list of ground rules be provided to 

all accredited journalists. 

b. That restrictions on publishable material pertain only to 

information which could jeopardize US military operations or 

endanger US troops. 

c. That ground rules be enforced through individual judgment by 

journalists and through ex post facto review of broadcasts and 

;:zt:;;,y :B:JL/;ials. ~;:;:;: :_: ';! ~ 
Commitment to further study on f~opments that will exert 

major influence on US· Department of Defense press policy, 

including the following: 

a. The coordination of us media policy with that of us allies.~ 

b. The proposed use of high-resolution remote-sensing to gather 

news. '. 
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HISTORICAL BACKGROJ!Np 

During World War II, a formal and comprehensive press censorship 

policy was invoked on a reqular and continual basis. Wide-reaching 

censorship was enforced albeit slightly unequally, on all fronts. The 

Federal Office of Censorship established the Code of Wartime Practices, 

providing a specific listing of what could not be mentioned in press 

reports. The censorship process also involved severe penalties for 

violations of the code, some of which were considered criminal offenses. 

In the early stages of the Korean War, military officials offered 

the press a new option, an experiment in "voluntary censorship." While 

the government and the recent experience in World War II provided 

standard censorship mechanisms and guidance, General MacArthur chose not 

to invoke these .1 Journalists were entrusted to use their own good 

judgment to determine what was fit to report, given the general 

principle that responsibility and common sense would act as guides to 

determining what information would endanger the war effort and American 

troops. 

However, this lack of guidance presented a hardship for concerned 

journalists, who sometimes found it difficult to recognize security 

violations. A common source of tension between military officials and 

the most responsible journalists was the definition of a •security 

threat," a matter in which the military was generally far more likely to 

lsraestrup, Peter. Background Paper for Twentieth Century Fund Task 
Force on the Military and the Media in Battle Lines. Priority Press 
Publications (New York, 1985), p. 50. 
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err on the safe side. Given this discrepancy, and the lack of a common 

set of ground rules, the media were frequently accused of breaching 

security. By mid-1951, at the request of concerned journalists, among 

others, the military established a formal review process for all press 

materials leaving Korea. This was not, however, matched by any broad-

scale censorship of communication or by review in Washington.! 

The Vietnam War presented a new challenge to public affairs 

officials at the Pentagon. Television took the war into America's 

living rooms, and a great debate ensued about the role the media played 

in actually determining the outcome of the war. The extensive coverage 

of the war was countered by no formal censorship procedures. To be 

allowed into Vietnam, journalists had to be accredited by both the 

Pentagon and the government of the host country, South Vietnam. The 

military did issue a set of guidelines for the reporting of combat-

related activities, which prohibited the release of information about 

troop movements, identification of battle units, and other security 

details. While violation of these ground rules could prompt military 

authorities to revoke a reporter's credentials, few such incidences 

arose. 

Despite the successful record of journalists adhering to ground 

rules, their work in Vietnam w~s subject to intense criticism. The war 

they covered was ugly. Americans witnessed heavy losses and painful 

leraestrup, Peter. Background Paper for Twentieth Century Fund Task 
Force on the Military and the Media in Battle Lines. Priority Press 
Publications (New York, 1985), p. 57. 
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retreat. Vietnarr. created deep divides in the American social and 

political culture, and many have accused the dramatic television 

coverage of breaking morale and widening the gulf. On the other hand, 

wars had changed, and this one had little potential ever to become a 

great patriotic cause. No longer was the enemy as clear and distinct as 

when Hitler stormed through Europe. Many would argue that during 

Vietnam, television enabled public debate at home better to embrace the 

realities of war as it had evolved. 

Much bitterness spilled over from the whole Vietnam experience 

into public perception of both the media and the military. This 

sentiment also contributed heavily to the traditional tension between 

the press and the defense establishment. These scars undoubtedly played 

a significant role in the Pentagon's planning of the 1983 invasion of 

Grenada. Provisions for press access to the island were entirely 

disregarded in the planning process by the Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCSl 

and the White House. As a result, journalists were entirely prohibited 

from Grenada until two days after the invasion. 

The primary justification of the JCS for this prohibition was the 

need for secrecy prior to the invasion. However, the inclusion of a 

limited press pool would have. been a rather minor threat to secrecy 

relative to the extensive amount of speculation about a possible 

invasion that had already been sweeping the Caribbean. The need for 

secrecy provides a serious, but perhaps resolvable, dilemma for the 

resolution of the press inclusion issue. The First Amendment, coupled 

with a long tradition of quarantees of press coverage of government 
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affairs, makes provision for coverage of military actions a necessity in 

American political culture. While the military's need for secrecy is 

understandably critical in certain circumstances, recent experimentation 

in press pooling has proved that with practice and sufficient 

discipline, the military may well be able to take a small pool into a 

potential combat area on short notice without leakage. This will be 

addressed below in our discussion of the Pentagon's recent 

experimentation in press pooling. 

A fury grew out of the Grenada exclusion policy, and the Pentagon 

felt compelled to react to a serious press relations crisis. In 

November 1983, General John w. Vessey, Jr., Chairman of the JCS, 

announced the formation of a panel to review the press planning issue. 

The committee, headed by Winant Sidle, a retired major general in the 

Army, would be known as the Sidle Commission. Its members included 

senior military officials and a number of retired journalists. 

The Sidle Commission's final report recognized the national 

importance of media access to the combat zone, intimating that the 

prohibition from Grenada did not adequately serve the considerable need 

for independent reporting consistent with the historical guarantee of 

freedom of the press. The paper outlined a list of Defense Department 

press provision requirements that the group felt could satisfy the needs 

of both the press and the Pentagon. Much of the agreement involves the 

automatic inclusion of a press pool in any planned military operation 

where this is reasonably possible. 
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The report outlines the specific details for the selection of pool 

par~icipants and what facilities and equipment should be provided for 

them. In addition, the paper calls for the establishment of a set of 

voluntary ground rules for each military operation, regular meetings 

between media representatives and Pentagon officials, and programs to 

facilitate increased understanding between the military and the media. 

The directive which qave theatre commanders authority to invoke 

field press censorship was cancelled in 1987. The cancelled WISI? 

directive had contained provisions for civilian-oriented censorship 

(including mail and other forms of communication crossing us borders), 

as well as press censorship in combat zones. Congress had eliminated 

funding for training of reserve personnel in WISP functions in 1974, and 

with no new Congressional interest in funding, the directive was 

Individual services retain specific media censorship~/. 

guidelines; however, without the umbrella of Department-wide poli~ ~ 
,,,,, ,.,.,,,,,, .•. , ... ,,,,,.,,.,. ,,,,~ ~ ~ 

()•» ~ ~ f 

cancelled. 

-

? /)I (/J,r, 
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CIIBBE;NT PMCIIC£ 

CENSORSHIP 

Given the vast changes in communication and transportation 

technology over the past 25 years, the ability of the military to 

control media coverage has been seriously diminished. During World War 

II, only a handful of journalists were able to cover most combat areas 

because of logistical limitations. Of course the profession had not yet 

expanded to today's proportions either, and journalism's pervasiveness 

today is unquestionably linked to the incredible technical capacity 

available. Throughout this technological progression, the media are 

able to become less and less dependent upon defense officials for access 

to military operations. 

In most cases of combat activity, journalist-s will have the 

capacity to get relatively close to the action within hours. 

Correspondents are spread generously around the globe, and 

transportation facilities are relatively rapid and inexpensive. 

Furthermore, any military action by the US can attract journalists from 

dozens of nations, any one of whom can send news quickly around the 

world. Given the size of the global media force and the extent of its 

communication capacity, any attempt at wide-reaching censorship by the 

military would be futile. 

Only in the immediate combat area can military officials 

realistically maintain sufficient control over the environment to impose 
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serious limitations on the press. Military officials maintain that they 

can in fact manage to exercise fairly broad control over the physical 

combat region itself, and they expect this to be the case in future 

combat situations. As in Vietnam, journalists can be required to have 

accreditation to get access to the immediate battle area. In many 

situations, the press may be required to get permission from the host 

country as well. This procedure allows defense planners to attach 

behavioral requirements to access rights. Their options could include 

setting up ground rules, establishing some sort of experience or 

training requirements, or requiring journalists to agree to practice 

specific self-censorship techniques. 

As journalists get closer to the center of combat activity, they 

become increasingly dependent upon military authorities for 

transportation, communication, and safety. Resources become scarce, 

communication vital, and transportation complex. Furthermore, when 

battle is relatively heated, only a limited number of onlookers can be 

accommodated without subjecting themselves and the mission to undue 

danger. Thus, in the early stages of a military confrontation or at the 

center of intense conflict, journalists are necessarily subjected to 

greater limitations and the need for more intense cooperation with their 

military escorts. 

The press pool is the best-tailored method for providing press 

access to the combat area under these circumstances. These pools 

consist of a limited number of pre-designated correspondents who are 

taken into the combat zone by the military officials involved in that 
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campaign. Questions and issues surrounding report censorship, 

corranunications barriers, and special problems of the media pool are 

addressed below. 

JOURNALISTS IN THE FIELD 

A specific set of ground rules that is not overly prohibitive can 

provide a helpful set of guidelines for journalists to review their own 

materials for security violations. Such direction can be extremely 

useful in preventing mishaps, especially in cases where no further 

censorship is required. Despite the traditional tensions between media 

and military officials, a sense of immense responsibility for the lives 

of American troops seems a universal sentiment among journalists. A 

common theme expressed by defense correspondents is that they too feel a 

moral obligation to avoid endangering American lives. "We don't want 

blood on our hands" is a common plea to those who might underestimate 

their moral integrity. 

While most defense officials may recognize the journalist • s 

integrity and commitment to professionalism, they feel that rare 

exceptions and errors in judgment can prove extremely costly. This may 

prompt some field commanders or planning officials to desire more 

stringent measures to control security violations. However, the 

Pentagon does not have a history of putting heavy requirements on 

applicants for press credentials, and such attempts would likely be met 

by serious protests from · journalists. Rather, attempts at better 
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preparing potential pool participant~ and journalists in general could 

be a more acceptable means of reducing the threat of dangerous security 

violations. 

Much of the tension between the pre~s and the military is 

currently exacerbated by an ever increasing sense of distance between 

military per~onnel and the journali~ts covering them. Very few young 

journalists have any military experience, a ~ignificant change from pre

Vietnam days. 

In addition, there is an increasing tendency for news 

organizations to send journalists with little or no experience covering 

defense affair~ into combat coverage and pre~s pools. A~ the media have 

become continually more pervasive in American society, the military has 

responded in part by providing media relations educational programs. 

The regular exercise of press pools in the la~t few years has also 

provided a source of continuing education for both journalists and 

military personnel about the i~sues and problems associated with media 

coverage of military operations. 

MEDIA POOLS 

The use of media pools to cover US military operations is the most 

concrete and visible legacy of the Sidle Commission report. Media pools 

allow independent reporting of a military action in the early stages, 

before the site of operation is opened to the general media. Several 
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reasons may call for limited media access in these situations--the need 

for secrecy, scarcity of space to transport large numbers of media 

correspondents and equipment, and serious time limitations. 

Two types of media pools have been established--the national media 

pool, operating out of Washington, D.C., and a regional media pool, 

based closer to the proposed military maneuver. In the regional pool, 

participating news organizations assign reporters to the regional 

location. The media organization pays all costs for keeping that person 

at the site, and the reporter must be ready to leave on a pool 

assignment at a moment's notice. Under this arrangement, the reporter 

and any accompanying technical crew are practically "lost" to the news 

organization for the duration of the pool: because of the requirements 

for contacting the pool member and the short amount of response time, it 

is rarely feasible for the reporter to be working on other stories. 

Networks have hired free-lance camera and technical teams to stay at the 

pool site for the duration of the pool so as to avoid taking a network 

crew out of commission, possibly needlessly, for the life of the pool. 

The national media pool is comprised of journalists based in 

Washington. A rotating combination of media organizations is contacted 

and instructed to assign a representative to the media pool for the next 

90-day rotation. If a situation arises where the pool will be 

activated, the Pentagon media pool liaison will contact the bureau 

chiefs of the organizations currently serving in the pool. The pool 

size and alert time are based on the amount of space available and the 

operation conditions. For example, for the most recent media .pool 
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exercise in Ft. Greely, Alaska, calls to bureau chiefs beqan at 11:30 

p.m. on December 7. The chiefs were instructed to have their assigned 

correspondents at Andrews Air Force Base by 4:00 a.m. on December 8. 

This particular pool consisted . of eleven media representatives, 

including two women, and.covered winter warfare training exercises. 

Pool members are required to be US nationals, and to have valid 

passports and up-to-date immunizations required for global foreign 

travel. In addition, pool members are required to bring a sleeping bag, 

rugged clothing suitable for the current weather in the Washington area, 

and cash for meals and incidental expenses. The military will provide 

all transportation, lodging, and additional clothing or gear necessary 

for the climate in which the operation is taking place. Communications 

facilities are also provided by the host command. 

As previously mentioned, the only media pool to accompany an 

actual military operation was activated in July 1987, covering the first 

US Navy escort of reflagged Kuwaiti oil tankers through the Persian 

Gulf. The media pool summoned for this operation consisted of ten 

members, who were accompanied by Pentagon representatives for the 

duration of the pool. Reports were submitted to the Pentagon 

"handlers," who reviewed the copy and then sent it to Washington. Film 

and video from the CNN crew and the photographers in the pool were taken 

to Bahrain and then transmitted to Washington. 

-
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POOL PROBLEMS 

The media pool in the Persian Gulf provided both the military and 

the media with a "real world" test of the pooling concept. The rna jor 

problems experienced in this pool serve as specific examples of the 

broad questions accompanying serious discussion of pooling and 

censorship. Encryption, necessary for transmission over military 

communications channels, was time-consuming. Despite clearance from the 

Pentagon "handlers" in the Gulf, some stories were delayed at the 

Pentagon, prompting angry reactions from the reporters. The then-

spokesperson for the Pentagon claimed that the delay was to insure that 

future operations mentioned in the material would not be compromised in ~ 

any way. The reporters suggested that in the future, the Pe~tagon staff~ 

should contact the appropriate bureau chief and agree to release the 

copies with those selections deleted. A fuller story with the deleted 

text could be issued at a later time. 

One particular incident in the Persian Gulf proved violative of 

the notion that censorship should be invoked only for material that 

could jeopardize mission security or troop safety. A few stories 

mentioned beer drinking by Navy officers, in violation of Navy policy. 

The officers involved reviewed the copy along with the Pentagon escorts, 

and protested the inclusion of the beer-drinking references. The 

passages at issue clearly disclosed nothing about troop location, 

movement, or future operations, but were a source of serious 

embarrassment to the officers involved. Pentagon officials admitted 

that the officers • attempts to interfere with the reports had been 
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inappropriate, and that similar questions of review would not be an 

issue in the future. 

Considering the question of who should conduct the security 

review, a conflict exists between the Pentagon escorts and the top 

officer/theatre commander in terms of responsibility. The theatre 

commander takes ultimate responsibility for everything that occurs under 

his or her command: yet he or she may not be as familiar with the 

workings of the media as one of the official Pentagon escorts. 

Reporters seem much more comfortable with review by the Pentagon 

escorts, often because the officers in the operation are too closely 

involved in the stories themselves to be objective about the security 

review. 

The use of the pool has improved considerably since the first time 

it was summoned. The initial operation ended up being publicized well 

in advance, undermining one of the main justifications for using a 

national press pool. As the process has evolved over time, it has 

become increasingly routine for both the military plans officers and the 

media organizations involved. 

The major question that arises form this routinization is whether 

it is enough to guarantee that. a pool will be called up when a serious 

military action is planned. From the military, the reaction to this 

question is almost a unanimous yes, but there is dissent among the 

journalists, many of whom are seriously skeptical. One reporter stated 

that even if reporters were loaded down with restrictions, he was still 
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••optimistic" that a press pool would be operated. Most media 

representatives were reluctant to share his confidence, pointing to the 

1987 shelling of Iranian oil platforms at Rashadat as an example of a 

situation where the press pool should have been utilized, but was simply 

ignored. While the operation was planned with plenty of time to 

organize a pool, military officials claim the pooling process simply was 

not standardized enough for them to work it into their plans. 

(Ironically, one of the destroyers participating in the shelling, the 

USS Kidd, had hosted journalists during the Persian Gulf media pool.) 

Some journalists take this as an indication that defense planners are 

not ready to welcome the pool into real combat situations. "Their [the 

military's J need is for us to stay in the States away -from them," 

lamented one correspondent. 

Even if the pool is called out, its composition would be 

uncertain. The Pentagon designates the news organizations to be 

included in a given quarter from lists provided by the organizations, 

generally in rotation, but those organizations designate the specific 

participants. News organizations are then free to assign their usual 

defense/Pentagon correspondents to the pool. In many cases, however, 

the regular reporter may be kept in Washington to interpret information 

J and use his or her cultivated eources to get the inside story. In this 

case, another reporter, perhaps less experienced in defense issues, may 

participate in the pool. This option raises questions 

of coverage--a crucial consideration for both sid~s. 



The pool concept has its value in that it allows for an 

independent account of the military action that otherwise would not 

exist. While speed and timeliness are essential to any news story, the 

main purpose of the pool is not to allow these reporters to beat the 

clock, but to provide information that would not be available in any 

other way. The pool is to function as a stop-gap measure until general 

independent media coverage is possible. To this extent, the pools have 

proven valuable; however, use of the pools is still at the discretion of 

the Pentagon, and there is no guarantee that a pool will be called out 

for every military operation not otherwise accessible to the press. 

TECHNOLOGICAL CHANGE 

Modern technology is quickly and significantly changing the way in 

which the media function. News organizations can cover more of the 

world, faster, and with fewer people. These changes require the 

military to adapt to different types of coverage from different types of 

reporters. 

In !Wietnam, where television was often seen as an influential 

factor in the conflict, reporters had the technology to provide 

photographs from the battle sites after only a short delay for 

processing. If a similar conflict were to occur today, those same 

reporters would be able to transmit footage almost simultaneously by 

using portable satellite dishes to send pictures directly to network 

studios in New York or washington. 
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Other changes in communications technology have affected the way 

reports are filed from the field. Print reports can be se:1t by 

facsimile machines over regular telephone lines or, if classified, ca~ 

be encoded and sent by satellite. Satellites and fax machines can also 

transmit photos of usable quality for newspapers. 

An even more advanced media usage of technology is a currently 

proposed joint media satellite. This eye-in-the-sky would be used to 

provide news organizations with photographs from space to supplement 

reports. At present, commercial satellite companies interpret photos 

from the French SPOT and American LANDSAT systems and sell these photos 

for media use. 

The proposed media satellite would entail a group of media 

organizations collectively funding the satellite and having access to 

its photography. Such a satellite is only in the proposal stages at 

present for several reasons--resolution capability of the best 

commercially available satellite is not good enough for consistent 

general media usefulness; cost, even in a joint venture, may be 

prohibitive; and federal regulations pertaining to private satellite 

ownership may be restrictive, at least by press standards. 

These changes pose seve~al challenges. First, the military is 

losing one of its most crucial advantages in enforcing field press 

censorship--the ability to control the transmission of reports from the 

combat zone. Previously, (and still, to a large extent, in a navsl 

environment) the military has provided not only transportation but also 
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transmission facilities for journalists. This provided an extremely 

effective means of enforcing security review--by not allowing material 

to be transmitted until it was reviewed by military personnel. As 

portable satellite dishes and private communication links become more 

mobile, more affordable, and more accessible to media organizations, 

this opportunity for enforced review will become more scarce, and 

censorship will be more dependent upon cooperation from the journalist. 

The use of these private communications links may also have an 

effect on battlefield security. Portable satellite units may have 

electronic emissions that can alert the enemy to location of US forces: 

the enemies could possibly intercept such portable satellite reports and 

gain intelligence information of great value to them. Private satellite 

transmission would require more equipment in an already overloaded 

environment. Finally, military forces would have to consider 

eliminating or disabling the media satellite, leaving journalists 

dependent upon local or military communications facilities. 

-
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INTERNbiiONAL COORQINAIION 

Precedent for international action in this area is provided by 

Protocol I (1977) to the 1949 Geneva Conventions. Article 79 defines 

journalists as civilians fulfilling a professional mission, whether 

accredited by the armed forces (having the right to accompany the forces 

without actually being members thereof) or acting in a freelance 

capacity. The effective difference between the two categories is in the 

protection afforded them under the Conventions--if captured, journalists 

accredited by the armed forces would be considered prisoners of war, 

while freelancers would be considered civilians under the Fourth 

Convention. 

Article 79 also suggests that journalists may obtain an identity 

card to attest to his or her status. This identity card, as defined in 

the Article, is not necessarily an accreditation document giving 

permission for said journalist to accompany the armed forces; it acts 

primarily as a way for the journalist to prove his or her status as a 

member of the media. The Article states that the cards should be issued 

by the government of which the journalist is a national, where the 

journalist resides, or where his or her news organization is located. 

Recommended information for an.acceptable ID card is listed in Appendix 

2. 

A working group within NATO is currently addressing issues of 

coordination of US media policy with that of US allies, along with 

revising a set of NATO censorship guidelines. This effort includes 
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establishment of access and support mechanisms necessary to sustain 

media coverage of a specific area. Members of the working group are 

identifying media outlets in allied countries which could be used for 

report transmission durinq a military operation, as well as locating 

accommodations, staging areas, and other support facilities for 

journalists. This effort also includes the identification of potential 

public affairs officers, most of whom could be called from the various 

reserve forces of alliance members. 
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LEGAL ps::c:e:;p;e;NI 

Considerations of legality require an examination of legal 

precedent in the area~ of national ~ecurity and First Amendment 

protection. The Supreme Court has long con~idered ~acrosanct the 

freedoms guaranteed by the Fir~t Amendment, applying heightened judicial 

~crutiny in numerous cases where these rights have been threatened . 

. However, the Court has consistently held that the military warrants 

special consideration in terms of its power to conduct it~ operation 

without outside interference. Even in the particularly sensitive areas 

of freedom of speech, freedom of religious expression, and gender 

discrimination, the Court has remained almost completely deferential to 

military command. 

In terms of news gathering rights, the overriding case in numerous 

disputes has been Zemel v. Rusk, 1 in which the Court upheld an executive 

ban on travel to Cuba following the Cuban missile crisis of October 

1962. The ruling contended that while the Fir~t Amendment'~ pre~s 

provision protects the right to report any information, this does not 

nece~~arily guarantee access to information. Ju~tice warren's majority 

opinion argued that newsworthiness alone does not guarantee access, 

citing quarantined disaster a~eas and the White House as examples of 

places where necessary bans on free entry may prohibit the flow of 

information. 

lzemel v. Rusk, 381 u.s. 1 (1965). 
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The Court has affirmed the right to press access to information in 

one specific setting--the courtroom (Richmond Newspapers, Inc. v. 

Virginia:). However, it is unlikely that this decision would extend to 

other public fora, and almost certain that it would be overridden by 

Zemel in military applications. 

If the executive has the power to enact a total ban on American 

access to a foreign country, then the power to make lesser limitations 

would necessarily be upheld, provided the purpose of the lesser 

limitation would serve the same ends as the greater limitation (Nollan 

v. California Coastal Commission2). In other words, if the military can 

place a ban on travel to a co_~at area as a security precaution, then it 

could likewise place restrictions or conditions on travel, provided the 

restraints satisfied the same security need. 

Several cases exemplify the Court's exceptional deference to the 

US military. In Korematsu v. United States3, a case now infamous but 

which remains unchallenged as good law, the Court justified the exercise 

of racial discrimination in its reluctance to challenge military 

authority. The Court upheld the power of Congress and the executive to 

prohibit persons of Japanese ancestry from remaining in San Leandro, 

California, designated a wMilitary Area" by the US Army. Parker v. 

Levy4 upheld the US military's authority to run a criminal justice 

system distinctly different from that of civilian society. Rostker v. 

lRichmond NewspapP.rs, Inc. v. Virginia, 448 U.S. 555 (1980). 
2Nollan v. California Coastal Commission, 107 S.Ct. 3141 (1987). 
3Korematsu v. United States, 323 u.s. 214 (1944). 
4parker v. Levy, 417 U.S. 733 (1974). 
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Goldberg: upheld Congressional authority to require only men to register 

for Selective Service. In Goldman v. Weinberger2, the Court upheld an 

Air Force dress provision which effectively forbade an Orthodox Jew from 

wearing a yarmulke while on duty. 

Legal precedent clearly indicates almost total deference by the 

courts to the US military. Exceptions to this rule are few, and have 

only tangential bearing on military procedure. If the Defense 

Department's power to exclude the press from combat scenes is virtually 

unlimited, then the Department must ex~ine what responsibilities that 

power entails. Because the courts will likely not interfere with 

military infringements on First Amendment or Equal Protection rights, 

DoD's primary responsibility to defend these freedoms lies in its 

mission as an arm of the government. 

Since the military is committed to defense, policy-makers must 

consider what it is that they are defending. Few would argue against 

the notion that the military's primary function is to defend these very 

freedoms. It would follow that DoD's legitimacy will remain intact only 

as long as it refrains from needlessly trampling the values that it is 

given so much power and freedom to protect. After all, the Defense 

Department is in essence the last line of defense for these valued 

Constitutional rights. 

lRostker v. Goldberg, 453 u.s. 57 (1981). 
2Goldman v. Weinberger, 475 u.s. 503 (1986). 
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POI,TCY ALTEBNATiytS AND CONSIPEBATIONS 

POLICY GOALS 

The Department of Defense could have two conceivable goals in 

implementing a press policy. There is considerable need for an adequate 

response to the strained media-military relations evident since Vietnam, 

and exacerbated by Grenada. To this end, DoD could develop a policy 

simply as an attempt to mend fences, recover credibility, and boost its 

public image. These are legitimate and important institutional goals: 

DoD is a massive public institution which cannot operate effectively 

without public confidence and support. The Department could embrace 

public affairs issues through continued discussion, further 

expe=imentation with the press in pooling exercises, and upgraded public 

relations efforts. While the goal is to build public reassurance, 

however, these measures could represent anything from a genuine 

commitment to informing the public to a mere facade of concern for 

public affairs issues. 

Alternatively, the Department could seek to institutionalize 

public affairs concerns as a significant factor in general defense 

policy and planning. The goal of such a program would be to incorporate 

the concept of governmental responsibility to the public more routinely 

into Pentagon practice. Attempts to !!lAke DoD policy and practice 

r~lect this freedom of information philosophy would inevitably satisfy 

the lesser goal c•f improved public image as well. 
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The latter goal would satisfy a key ideal of democra~ic 

govern~ent. While the first goal of building public confidence in the 

defense establishment is valid in and of itself, a policy that attempted 

to satisfy the second goal would create such trust on a much more 

permanent basis. The Grenada mission may have proved a short-term 

public affairs victory; US armed forces made a quick, clean sweep of a 

perceived enemy threat, and the American viewer saw no blood and no 

mess. The long-run effect, however, was to cast a shadow of doubt over 

what the government hoped to accomplish. The lack of independent 

coverage could have elicited a nearly indelible distrust from the 

public, especially if the losses from the combat had been more serious. 

If a lot of caskets had come home from Grenada, Americans might have 

felt very threatened by the dark veil of secrecy that surrounded the 

invasion. 

There are indeed short-term costs to adopting a policy of assuring 

press a_ccess to military engagements. The probability of information 

leaks necessarily increases with the presence of additional people at 

the site (especially when the additional individuals happen to be 

journalists). The image of the Pentagon can suffer serious damage when 

every setback is subject to intense press scrutiny. However, the 

Defense Department has an ~mportant stake in long-term public 

confidence. Broad public trust and support can provide a deterrence 

against would-be foreign aggressors. With popular backing, the US 

military would be perceived by enemies as more likely to react to 
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aggression, more capable of fighting abroad without having to fight 

public relations battles at home. 

The Defense Department, lik.e other arms of the government, is 

ultimately responsible to the public. Short-term security violations 

and public relations damage are relatively small prices to pay for a 

long-term commitment to freedom of information. Allowing the public to 

receive as much information as possible enhances the citizens' ability 

to govern themselves effectively, and fulfills a fundamental obligation 

of public service in a democracy. There is evidence that DoD is 

increasing internal media awareness. The formation of the Sidle panel 

signaled the willingness of the military establishment to consider 

working media coverage into military planning. The trend also includes 

the introduction of courses on media-military relations in se·rvice 

education. 

Finally, current White House political concerns may be well served 

by a new and dynamic policy of openness at the Pentagon. President Bush 

has pledged to make his administration more accessible to the media and 

seems committed to building a healthier, less antagonistic relationship 

between the press and the Oval Office. This atmosphere would suggest an 

opportunity for policy entrepreneurship, on which the Defense Department 

could capitalize by presenting bold public affairs policy initiatives. 

The President could in turn seize on the Pentagon initiative as a 

concrete opportunity for him to turn his pledge into visible policy 

developments. 
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JUSTIFICATIONS FOR CENSORSHIP 

Proponents of press limitations point to several major problems 

that arise due to the lack of a press policy. We have considered these 

concerns inasmuch as they prove to be legitimate and significant. These 

include the following: 

Military security and the safety of US forces. This is the 

problem that warrants the most careful attention. In many 

military operations, secrecy is of the utmost importance, and a 

scrutinizing press may possess the power to do major damage to the 

effort by providing the enemy, even inadvertently, with 

information about troop movements and battle strategy. 

Releasing classified information. 

question about responsibility arises. 

In this area, a serious 

One must consider whether 

leaks are products of press indiscretion or of careless handling 

of information within the military establishment. It may be 

unfair to chastise the press for leakage problems on the part of 

the military, and we cannot attempt to address these issues here. 

However, the problem may be one of reporting information 

that cannot possibly be contained from anyone who is close to the 

operation. If this is the case, then we have the same security 

problems discussed above. Censorship guidelines or ground rules 

which placed restrictions.on the dissemination of this information 

Page 29 



would ~erve a~ well to eliminate the problem of unintentional 

release of classified infor.mation. 

Revealing misinformation campaigns conducted by the US government. 

As good as the intentions of the government may be, our ~ystem of 

governing is too heavily dependent upon a well-informed public to 

permit widespread public deception. It i~ impos~ible to justify 

.censor~hip of the pre~~ ba~ed on thi~ concern. 

Reporting atrocities committed by American and foreign troops. 

Such coverage can sway public opinion rather drastically. But 

again, public policy i~ ultimately checked by the populace, and it 

would be impo~sible for anyone to determine what emotional issues 

~hould not be factor~ in the decision-making process without 

undermining the ~y~tem. 

Threatening the safety of journalists assigned to the zone. Since 

reporter~ are willing to accept the risk~ involved with entering . 
conflict zones, thi~ issue carries little validity. 

Many field commanders nonetheless express grave concern over 

their assumed responsibility for the lives of reporters who would 

be taken under the roof of their oparations. This concern may be 
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partially addressed through the involvement of public affairs 

officials on the mission, who would be charged with providing most 

arrangements for press correspondents, including safety 

precautions. Despite the most careful public affairs planning, 

journalists who wish to be close to the action will inevitably be 

exposed to considerable risk, and will knowingly make this choice. 

Like other actors who are committed to playing important roles in 

American defense activity, they assume the serious consequences 

associated with that decision. 

GENERAL POLICY ALTERNATIVES 

In terms of censorship policy in general, we arrived at three 

broad options: 

• No new policy should be established. 

.......... 

Benefits: Individual services are left to maintain their own 

guidelines, which may be more appropriate than a blanket order 

because they will take into consideration the special needs of 

each service (e.g., the difference between transmission from a 

ship or on land) . 

Problems: There is no guarantee that media/public affairs 

planning will be considered in any military operations. 

• New policy/Executive Order mandating press planning whenever 

considering any sort of military operation, and the use of 

pools where general media coverage is not feasible, but not 
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-

providing specifics (e.g. make-up of the pools, desigr:ate:i 

censors) . 

Benefits: Assures that the press will be present in combat 

situations, while allowing flexibility for case-by-case 

decisions about how to operate with the pool. 

Problems: Provides no guarantee for reasonably uniform 

censorship methods or timeliness of press releases. 

• New policy/Executive Order spelling out where, when, and how 

any censorship is to take place. 

Benefits: Removes inconsistency and room for bad discretion. 

All parties involved know what to expect. 

Problems: Increased. bureaucracy can lead to increased 

complication, rules that are unenforceable, and further 

hostility from a press that feels embattled. 
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BECOMMEN!)ATIONS 

Based on our analysis we recommend the following: 

I. Enacting a directive or executive order mandating public affairs 

planning as an integral part of the military operational planning 

procedure. This order should include the following provisions: 

a. That the Joint Chiefs of Staff be required to include the 

Assistant Secretary (Public Affairs) or someone appointed by 

him or her during all stages of operational planning for 

assurance that public affairs concerns are adequately 

-- represente~hroughout the process.::> 

Adequate representation of public affairs issues would 

consist of both consultation with the public affairs annex 

during the planning process and accompaniment of public affairs 

officials during the actual execution of any mission. The JCS 

would be ultimately responsible for this process since they 

assume direct responsibility for the activities of the US armed 

forces during wartime. The planning should include the 

provision of public affairs personnel for assistance to the 

press, communication·s facilities for the media, and 

transportation to and within the theatre of command (as 

described in Sidle Commission recommendations S-7, see Appendix 

1) • 
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By issuing a directive or an executive order, the Pentagon 

would satisfy the need for institutionalization of public 

affairs planning. This could provide reassurance that press 

access is given serious consideration in military planning. 

Future planning activity would be guaranteed the •expertise of 

public affairs officers" which the Sidle Commission felt •could 

have met the interests of both the military and the press, to 

everyone's benefit"1 in Grenada. 

b. That the Assistant Secretary (Public Affairs) be required to 

maintain press pools according to priorities outlined in the 

Sidle Commission report, exercise them periodically, work them 

into the earliest possible stages of combat activity when 

general media access is not feasible, and dissolve them to 

permit full media coverage of military activity as soon as 

While media representatives on the Sidle Commission differed 

on the selection of which news organizations would participate 

in the pools, "all agreed that the most important criterion was 

probably which organizations cover the widest American 

audience.•2 The Defense Department has since deferred selection 

to Washington bureau chiefs, who have maintained a rotation 

which provides pool slots for most of the major national news 

lReport by CJCS Hedia-Hilitary Relations Panel (Sidle Panel) in 
Statement by the Secretary of Defense, August 23, 1984, p. 4. 
2Report by CJCS Hedia-Hilitary Relations Panel (Sidle Panel) in 
Statement by the Secretary of Defense, August 23, 1984, p. 10. 
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national news organizations which provide reqular coverage of 

the Pentagon. Since pool capacity will vary between missions, 

participants should be selected from those organizations 

designated for the pool in a particular quarter, according to 

the rough hierarchy established in the Sidle Report commentary 

(See Appendix 3> . 

Public Affairs should continue the frequent exercise of the 

pool, which serves as an important educational source for both 

media participants and military planners. Through the pool 

exercise program, participating journalists can gain much of 

the experience covering military operations that many currently 

lack. Military planners get a significant opportunity to help 

reporters grow accustomed to military terminology and customs, 

and to broaden reporters' understanding of the goals and needs 

of military planning. Increasing performance quality in 

practice sessions should lead to increased confidence that the 

pool can be used efficiently in actual combat. 

The pool should only be used during the earliest stages of 

an operation when the press would otherwise be unable to cover 

the mission. It should be disbanded in favor of more complete 

access as soon as combat activity stretches beyond the 

contingency stages. When the general media are allowed access 

to the combat area, public affairs representatives should focus 

their efforts on assistance to the media at large. 
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II. Establishing a set of ground rules for press personnel in the 

combat area, to be enforced under the following provisions: 

a. That journalists in the combat area be required to obtain 

accreditation based on affiliation with some official media 

organization, and that the list of ground rules be provided to 

all accredited journalists. 

To acquire accreditation, journalists would be required to 

submit general identification information and some proof of 

affiliation with any legitimate news organization. Approval 

should be dependent only upon the ability to present such proof 

as a letter from a news bureau. Applicants would be given the 

set of ground rules, so that their submission of an application 

would indicate their awareness of the rules and their 

consequences. 

Accreditation would serve as assurance that ground rules are 

provided to all press personnel in the combat area. Accredited 

journalists should receive press identification cards that 

would provide them universal recognition as official war 

correspondents under the 1977 Protocol I to the Geneva 

Conventions. 

b. That restrictions on publishable material pertain only to 

information which could jeopardize US military operations or 

endanger US troops. 
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The set of guidelines should be similar to the "R1.:les 

Governing Public Release of Military Information" used to guide 

journalists in Vietnam (See Appendix 4 l . An updated set of 

guidelines has recently been submitted to the ASD (PAl for 

consideration. These should be general enough to apply to all 

combat scenarios. (Thus the only problem with the Vietnam 

guidelines excerpted in Appendix 4 are the specific 

restrictions on information about the performance of enemy 

anti-aircraft devices. Such information would have served as 

valuable intelligence data for the enemy, but might have 

constituted a security threat only for that particular mission. 

Updated guidelines should contain some flexibility ~o allow for 

similar restrictions for specific operations, but without 

permitting overly broad interpretation.) 

c. That ground rules be enforced through individual judgment by 

journalists and through ex post facto review of broadcasts and 

publications by military officials. 

Widespread censorship will be impossible to administer on a 

unifor.m basis in future combat situations. As in Vietnam, the 

Defense Department should depend upon independent adherence to 

the guidelines provided to accredited journalists. Journalists 

should be subject to removal of accreditation for the violation 

of ground rules. 
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While journalists in Vietnam made few violations worthy of 

punishment, hostile relations grew between the press and the 

military nonetheless. A greater presence of public affairs 

personnel might have reduced the hostilities and enhanced 

understanding between the media and the military. In the 

future, this goal could also be facilitated through the 

continual exercise of national press pools, providing 

reporters valuable experience and understanding of the 

military. 

Ex post facto review would eliminate much of the 

inconsistency that arises from review prior to publication. 

Materials will be subject to the discretion of the ·reporter who 

will take ultimate responsibility for them, rather than the 

discretion of various public affairs officers or field 

commanders. While journalists may occasionally feel unsure 

about potential security violations, public affairs officers in 

the field could provide valuable assistance upon request. 

III. Commitment to further study on future developments that will exert 

major influence on US Department of Defense press policy, 

including the following: 

-
a. The coordination of US media policy with that of US allies. 

Because deterrence is a function of demonstrated political 

will, and modern media usage is an extremely effective tool for 

influencing public opinion, attention should be given to 
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coordination of US media policy with that. of US allies. This 

planning should encompass several elements: 

1) an agreed set of definitions for public affairs terms, 

and agreed goals of the public affairs planning function 

2) a set. of mechanics for press registration and 

accreditation 

3) establishment of press access/support guidelines 

It would be beneficial (although time-consuming) to expand 

NATO press policy coordination efforts throughout the various 

contingency planning groups of US allies. The quick, 

sufficient, and coordinated response of public affairs officers 

will make a critical difference in how conflict (and therefore 

public support) is perceived through the media in this age of 

extensive communications capacity. However, this international 

coordination can only be accomplished when the US has an 

institutionalized, department-wide policy. 

b. The proposed use of high-resolution remote-sensing to gather 

news. 

Although technical factors and high costs will likely 

postpone the advent of a joint media satellite, the Department 

should begin now to assess: 
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l) The changes in coverage that will be inherent in this new 

media technology 

2) Responses in public affairs/planning to the issue of 

wartime coverage by satellite 

Should DoD act on these recommendations, the effect would be a 

major step toward healthier media-military relations. The goal of these 

recommendations is to encourage a more equitable relationship--in a 

sense, institutionalizing trust. With the required inclusion of public 

affairs planning, the burden of proof would rest with DoD to offer 

explanation when media representatives are ~ included in operations. 

This would provide an opportunity for the media to move from a largely 

accusatory stance to their ideal role as watch dogs, eager to ques~ion 

assumptions, but not over-eager to kill. 
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APPENDIX l 

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE SIDLE COMMISSION1 

RECOMMENDATION 1 . 

That public affairs planning for military operations be conducted 
concurrently with operational planning. This can be assured in the 
great majority of cases by implementing the following: 

a. Review all joint planning documents to assure that JCS 
guidance in public affairs matters is adequate. 

b. When sending implementing orders to Commanders in Chief in the 
field, direct CINC2 planners to include consideration of public 
information aspects. 

c. Inform the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Public Affairs) of 
an impending military operation at the earliest possible time. This 
information should appropriately come from the Secretary of Defense. 

d. Complete the plan, 
public affairs planning cell 
affairs review of CINC plans. 

currently being studied, to include a 
in OJCS 3 to help ensure adequate public 

e. Insofar as possible and appropriate, institutionalize these 
steps in written guidance or policy. 

RtCOMMEN!)liTION 2 · 

When it becomes apparent during military operational planning that 
news media pooling provides the only feasible means of furnishing the 
media with early access to an operation, planning should provide for the 
largest possible press pool that is practical and minimize the length of 
time the pool will be necessary before wfull coveragew is feasible. 

That, in connection with the use of pools, the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff recommend to the Secretary of Defense that he study the matter of 
whether to use a pre-established and constantly updated accreditation or 

lFrom Report by CJCS Hedia-Hilitary Relations Panel (Sidle Panel) in 
Statement by the Secretary of Defense, August 23, 1984, pp. 4-6. 
2commander in Chief 
3organization of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
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notification li~t of correspondents in case of a military operation for 
which a pool is required or the establishment of a news agency list for 
use in the same circ~tances. 

B£COXM1:"NpATION 4 • 

That a basic tenet governing media access to military operations 
should be voluntary compliance by the media with security guidelines or 
ground rules established and issued by the military. These rules should 
be as few as possible and should be worked out during the planning 
process for each operation. Violations would mean exclusion of the 
correspondent(s) concerned from further coverage of the operation. 

BtCOMMENpAIION 5• 

Public Affairs planning for military operations should include 
sufficient equipment and qualified military personnel whose function is 
to assist correspondents in covering the operation adequately. 

RtCOMMENQAIION 6· 

Planners should carefully consider media communications 
requirements to assure the earliest feasible availability. However, 
these communications must not interfere with combat and combat support 
operations. If necessary and feasible, plans should include 
communications facilities dedicated to the news media. 

BECOMMtNpATIQN 7• 

Planning factors should include provision for intra- and inter
theatre transportation support of the media. 

BECOMMEN!)ATION B • 

To improve media-military'understanding and cooperation: 

a. CJCS 1 should recommend to the Secretary of Defense that a 
program be undertaken by ASDCPA) for top military public affairs 
representatives to meet with news organization leadership, to include 
meetings with individual organizations, on a reasonably regular basis to 
discuss mutual problems, including relationships with the media during 

lchairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
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military operations and exercises. This program should begin as soon as 
possible. 

b. Enlarge programs already 
understanding of the media via public 
schools, to include media participation 

underway to improve military 
affairs instruction in service 

when possible. 

c. Seek improved media understanding of the military through more 
visits by commanders and line officers to news organizations. 

d. CJCS should recommend that the Secretary of Defense host at an 
early date a working meeting with representatives of the broadcast news 
media to explore the special problems of ensuring military security when 
and if there is real-time or near real-time news media audiovisual 
coverage of a battlefield and, if special problems exist, how they can 
best be dealt with consistent with the basic principle set forth at the 
beginning of this section of the report. 
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APPENDIX 2 

GENEVA CONVENTION RECOMMENDED IDENTIFICATION INFORMATION: 

[The prototype as outlined in Protocol I contains the following 

information in Arabic, English, French, Russian, and Spanish. In 

addition the Protocol calls for the use of the native language of the 

country where the conflict is taking place.) 

-

Name of the country issuing the card 

Title: "Identity card for journalists on dangerous professional 
missions" 

Notice: "This identity card is issued to journalists on dangerous 
professional missions in areas of armed conflicts. The 
holder is entitled to be treated as a civilian under the 
Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and their 
Additional Protocol I. The card must be carried at all 
times by the bearer. If he is detained, he shall at once 
hand it to the Detaining Authorities, to assist in his 
identification. 

Name of the competent authority issuing the identification 

Photograph of the bearer 

Place and date of issuance 

Official seal imprint of the issuing authority 

Signature of the bearer 

Surname and first names of the bearer 

Place and date of birth 

News organization for which bearer is a correspondent 

Specific occupation 

Period for which identification is valid 

Bearer's height, weight, eye color, hair color, blood type, Rh 
factor, religion (optional), fingerprints (optional), and 
special marks of identification 

lFrom Article 79 of Protocol I (1977) to the 1949 Geneva Conventions. 
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APPENDIX 3 

SIDLE COMMISSION COMMENTARY ON POOLING HIERARCHYl 

a. Wire services. AP and UPI to have priority. A reporter from 
each and a photographer from either one should be adequate. In a crash 
situation where inadequate planning time has been available, a reporter 
from one wire service and a photographer from the other could provide a 
two-person pool. 

b. Television. A two-person TV pool (one correspondent, one 
film/sound man) can do the job for a brief time although perhaps 
minimally. All TV representatives agreed that a three-person team is 
better and can do more. A panel suggestion that a six-person team (one 
cameraman, one sound man, and one reporter each from ABC, CBS, NBC, and 
CNN) seemed agreeable to the four networks although the load on the two 
technicians would be difficult to handle. The panel has no suggestion 
on this except that TV pool representatives must have high priority with 
two representatives as the minimum and augmentation to depend on space 
available. This should be a matter of discussion at the meetings 
suggested in recommendation Sa. The question of radio participation in 
pools must also be resolved. 

c. News magazines. One reporter and one color photographer. 

d. Daily newspapers. At least one reporter. The panel agreed 
with newspaper representatives that, although newspapers do use wire 
service copy and photos, at least one newspaper pooler is needed for the 
special aspects of newspaper coverage not provided by the wire services. 
Criteria suggested for use when deciding which newspaper(s) to include 
in a pool included: Circulation, whether the newspaper has a news 
service, does the newspaper specialize in military and foreign affairs, 
and does it cover the Pentagon regularly. There was some agreement 
among the media representatives that there are probably not more than 8-
10 newspapers which should be considered for pooling under these 
criteria. 

lrrom Report by CJCS Hedia-Hilitary Relations Panel (Sidle Panel} in 
Statement by the Secretary of Defense, August 23, 1984, p. 10. 
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APPENDIX 4 

EXCERPTS FROM VIETNAM INFORMATION RELEASE GUIDELINES! 

The following information is ~ releasable, unless and until released 

by MACV. 

1. Future plans, operations, or strikes. 

2. Information on or confirmation of Rules of Engagement. 

3. Amounts or ordnance and fuel moved by support units or on hand 
in combat units (ordnance includes weapons or weapons systems). 

4. Ourinq an operation, unit designations and troop movements, 
tactical deployments, name of operation and size of friendly forces 
involved. 

5. Intelligence unit activities,· methods of operation, or 
specific locations. 

6. Exact number and type of casualties or damage suffered by 
friendly units. 

7. Number of sorties and the amount of ordnance expended on 
strikes outside RVN. 

8. Information on aircraft taking off for strikes, enroute to, or 
returning from target area. Information on strikes while they are in 
progress. 

9. Identity of units and locations of air bases from which 
aircraft are launched on combat operations. 

10. Number of aircraft damaged or any other indicator of 
effectiveness or ineffectiveness of ground antiaircraft defenses. 

11. Tactical specifics, such as altitudes, course, speeds, or 
angle of attack. (General descriptions such as •low and fast • may be 
used.) 

12. Information on or confirmation of planned strikes which do 
not take place for any reason, including bad weather. 

13. Specific identification of enemy weapons systems utilized to 
down friendly aircraft. 

lFrom •Rules Governing Public Release of Military Information• (31 Oct 
1966 ' 19 March 1967). 
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·. 

14. Details concerning downed aircraft while SAR operations are 
in progress. 

15. Aerial photos of fixed installations. 
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BRIEFING SCRIPT 

OPERATION DESERT SHIELD MEDIA PLAN 

SLIDE 1 (MAP OF AOR} The width and breadth of the DESERT SHIELD 

theater of operations and the myriad possible scenarios for 

potential combat operations make facilitating coverage for the 

U.S. and international media on scene a challenging proposition. 

Already the focus of world attention, the outbreak of conflict in 

the middle east will result in unprecedented media attention and 

requests to cover all aspects of ongoing operations. Because of 

the worldwide impact of hostilities in the region and the 

proliferation of media outlets, this is likely to evolve into the 

media event of the century. 

SLIDE 2 (MEDIA} Over 400 media representatives are currently in 

Saudi Arabia and are concentrated in Dhahran. Of this total, 

approximately 250 are representatives of U.S. media outlets. 

Because of Saudi government visa policies, this number has 

stabilized. If a more liberal visa policy was initiated, we 

could expect that number to double or even triple. Upon 

commencement of hostilities we can expect that further pressure 

will be put on the Saudi government to accommodate additional 

media to cover the story. 

SLIDES 3,4 & 5 (PUBLIC AFFAIRS ASSETS} In order to handle the 

media already in the kingdom as well as those who we expect to 



arrive after the commencement of hostilities, the following 

public affairs assets are currently in place. With the exception 

of approximately 50 personnel in Riyadh assigned the the Central 

Command Public Affairs Office, the small Joint Information Bureau 

operation, and the component commanders, the bulk of these assets 

are in Dhahran and in the field/afloat with operational units. 

This does not include public affairs assets that will arrive with 

units deploying as a result of the President's recent 

announcement. 

SLIDE 6 (POOL COMPOSITION) Because it is not possible to 

individually facilitate all 250+ media on scene, it is necessary 

to pool media coyerage for combat operations in order to keep the 

media presence at the front lines at a level that can be handled 

by existing public affairs assets. This plan calls for two 

initial pools which would consist of sixteen media personnel: 

two three-member television crews, one radio correspondent, two 

wire service correspondents, two wire service photographers, one 

news magazine correspondent, one news magazine photographer and 

three newspaper correspondents. 

SLIDE 7 (CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS) This plan envisions a three 

phase concept of operations. During Phase I, the two 16-member 

pools will be formed by the Joint Information Bureau Dhahran from 

media already in theater. In order to protect OPSEC and provide 

training for media and military personnel, these pools will be 

randomly activated every two weeks as a minimum. These drills 



will give us the opportunity to exercise like we intend to fight, 

and should help us locate and correct any potential problems 

before combat operations commence. 

Phase II calls for the prepositioning of these pools forward at 

the first indication that hostilities are imminent. If such 

intelligence is not available, these pools would be transported 

forward as soon as possible to join up with front line combatant 

units upon commencement of hostilities. In keeping with the 

spirit of the Chairman's Media Pool message of June 1990, we do 

not anticipate that these pools will remain as large unwieldy 

groups. As such we desire itinerary planning that will enable 

media pool members to disperse throughout the combat area in 

order to provide balanced coverage of operations. Commands 

should plan from the onset of the operation to divide the pools 

into small elements of from 1-3 persons and to disperse those 

elements throughout the area to facilitate coverage of the entire 

operation. On an ongoing basis, units in the field are currently 

hosting groups of unilateral media this size for overnight 

visits, so in terms of logistical support, this should pose no 

real additional burden. As soon as deemed possible by the on 

scene commander, additional pools will be constituted and forward 

deployed to expand the coverage. These additional pools could be 

used to fill the gaps in coverage if the conflict is spread over 
,-

a w~de area and the fighting cannot be easily covered by the 

original two pools. Navy, Air Force and combat support units 



located in the rear will also be covered by these secondary 

pools. 

Phase III would begin when hostilities have ended. The pools 

accompanying units would be disbanded and all media would operate 

independently, although still f~cilitated through one of the two 

Joint Information Bureaus. 

SLIDE 8 (DEDICATED RESOURCES) Dedicated resources are required 

to successfully execute this plan. As a minimum, media assigned 

to cover combatant units in the field require a certain level of 

support including a keflar helmet, flak vest, web gear with 

canteen, and chemical suit, mask and decontamination kit. 

Additionally, the media will require a certain level of 

instruction and training in the use of this gear. 

Dedicated transportation is the key to this plan. Both air and 

ground transportation support are essential in order to move 

media pools rapidly forward to the combatant units which they 

will cover. Transportation remains a critical requirement after 

the pools are in place to facilitate movement of media pool 

products such as video and audio tapes and undeveloped film back 

to the JIB in Dhahran for pooling. This requirement may be able 

to piggy back upon existing logistic and medevac flights that 

wil~e flying regularly once hostilities commence. 



communications support will also be required on a 

not-to-interfere with operational requirements basis. If 

commercial facilities are available on scene, media should have 

access to phone lines/fax machines for filing purposes. If not, 

military communications systems should be made available on an 

expedited basis for filing of print media stories. Additionally, 

in the event of a catastrophic failure of commercial 

communications systems in the Kingdom, we have to be prepared to 

assist the media in getting their stories out of the country via 

military assets. 

SLIDE 9 (POOL OPERATIONS) The filing procedures for the pools 

have been streamlined to expedite the process. Specific ground 

rules will be agreed to by pool participants prior to deployment 

with units. Security at the source will be the policy for video, 

audio and photographic media pool products. Security review of 

print products will be conducted in the field by designated 

personnel, prior to filing. All products will be submitted to 

JIB Dhahran for pooling with other media on scene, this precludes 

the need for pool members to regroup periodically in the field to 

pool materials prior to filing. Additionally, daily operational 

briefings will be held in Riyadh and be broadcast simultaneously 

in the Joint Information Bureau in Dhahran for media at the rear. 

This will provide the operational overview necessary to 

compliment pool reports from the field. 



SLIDE 10 (RECOMMENDATIONS) It is critical that we implement a 

comprehensive combat media coverage plan as soon as possible. 

Implementation of this plan now sends the message to the media 

that we are dedicated to assisting them in covering this story, 

setting the stage for good media relations throughout any 

potential combat operation. Implementing and exercising this 

plan now will ensure that we are ready to do our job and 

facilitate coverage once hostilities commence. 



MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WILLIAMS 3 JAN 91 

SUBJECT: Replies to your December 14 airlift memorandum 

The replies to your memorandum soliciting comments about the possible airlift of additional media 
into Saudi Arabia are attached and are summarized below: 

Tab A 

TabB 

TabC 

TabD 

TabE 

TabF 

TabG 

Your Memo's 

Knight Ridder -- Clark Hoyt sent two letters, one-day apart. The first said the allocation 
of two seats was unsatisfactory. He said his 28 newspapers have circulation of 3 - 4 
million, and feels that justifies three seats. The second letter urges implementation of 
Phase ill as soon as possible, questions why correspondents will have to be esconed during 
Phase ill, and "trusts" there will not be security review during that phase. He also takes 
"strong" exception to the ground rules, says categories of "releasable and not releasable" 
are too easily misunderstood, and feels that security review by commanders is unacceptable. 
He urges common-sense rules to not repon on future operations or security issues during 
current operations and, although objecting to prior review, suggests that, if it is req_uired, 
it should occur at a central location. • 

USA Tndpy -- USA Today is not represented on the pool -- Gannett is. Steve Davis sent 
a letter informing us of his pool contact numbers. He, then called and explained that 
Gannett does not represent USA Todav -- they are separate organizations -- and requested 
to attend the meeting and to have a representative on the pools. NOTE: Gannett 
represents USA Today on the National Media Pool and the contacts for call outs for that 
pool are from both organizations. 

Hearst Newspapers- Chuck Lewis, a long time pool supponer, doesn't like security review 
period, but, if required, feels it should be done at the Pentagon. He also doesn't under
stand why we have escorts during Phase III, feels that the ground rules are too complex, 
and sent a one-page version. 

The Washington Post -- Mike Getler feels the releasable information category should be 
dropped. the not releasable category is too broad, and that an escort during Phase III is 
simply a means of controlling everything. 

The New York 11mes- Howell Raines feels that Phase m contradicts the unilateral 
coverage concept you discussed at the last meeting and doesn't understand the concept of 
escons during that period. He also feels that the ground rules are "unnecessarily specific 
and gratuitously restrictive," the security review at the source has not been agreed to, and 
the commander is not the best person to do the review. 

The Boston Globe -- Steve Kurkjian is concerned that he will not get equitable consider
ation, especially if he is listed on the pool roster as a small newspaper. Subsequently, they 

· were listed as a large paper and he has not called for at least a week. 



TabH N....,rny --Gaylord Shaw feels that Newsday's almost constant presence in Saudi Arabia 
and daily circulation of almost one million merit more that one seat. 

Tab I New York's Capital Newspapers-- Harry Rosenfeld requests a seat on the plane. 
The V!f!!inia Pilot & The Ledger-Star-- James Rapier requests a seat on the plane. 
The San f'nmricqt Examiner -- Larry Kramer requests a seat on the plane. 
1be GAMMA I .laisD Network-- Jennifer Coley requests a seat on the plane. 

Tab I The Voice of America-- Sid Davis contacted Bob Hall and requested a seat on the plane. 
Bob's memo about that and his conversation with USA Today's Juan Waite is at this tab. 

Tab K QNI'(X)M- Ron Wildermuth referenced your conversation during your visit and requests 
that you include six augmentation PAO's on the flight The Military Airlift Command 
(MAC) made a similiar request to Col. Alex for MAC PAO's to go on the plane when he 
was doing the initial research on determining how many people a Cl41 would hold. 

Not at Tab Busi-es Week requested and will be allowed to attend tomorrows meeting. However, they 
will be the only organization -- that I know about -- attending the meeting that does not 
have a slot on the aircraft 

SUMMARY: 

Have seat(s) but want more: Knight Ridder has 2, wants 3 
Newsdav has 1, wants more 

Do not have any seats and want one or more: 

Don't like/want security review and 
Feel that commanders should not perform it: 

Security review, if required, should be done at: 

Does not want security review during Phase m: 

Do not want escons during Phase m and 
Do not like the ground rules: 

USA Today (Gannett) 
Capital Newspapers 
San Francisco Examiner 
The Virginia Pilot & The I.edger-Star 
GAMMA 
VOA 
Business Week 

Knight Ridder 
Hearst, 
The NeW York Times 

A central location (Knight Ridder) 
The Pentagon (Hearst) 

Knight Ridder 

Knight Ridder 
Hearst 
The Washington Post 
The New York Times 

Ground Rule Complaints: Categories of releasable/not releasable too easily misunderstood (KR) 
Too complex (Hearst) 
Unnecessarily specific and gratuitously restrictive (NYT) 
Releasable category should be dropped (WP) 
Not releasable category is too broad (WP) 

• 
• 



I'U8~1C &P'P'&IRS 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF CEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. D.C. Z0301·UOO 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Washington bureau chiefs of the Pentagon press corps 

From: Pea: William¥ 
Re: Plans for pools and night for auxiliary staff 

in the event of hostilities in the Persian Gulf 

December 14, 1990 

Since the beJinning of Operation Desen Shield I have met twice, at their initiative, with 
the bureau chiefs of several news org:111izations that are regular memben of the Pentagon 
press corps. We discussed complaints from their correspondents iD Saudi Arabia and the 
progress in refining a new plan for pool coveraae in the event of hostilities in Saudi Arabia 
and the Persian Gulf. We also discussed a request from news oraanizations in the Pentagon 
press corps who cited difficulty iD getting visas for staff and who accordingly wanted help in 
getting additional penonnelto the region, should hostilities break ouL 

After the second meeting, on November 28th, I briefed Secretary Cheney and General 
Powell on a concept for com bar pools, the resulr of a month of planning and discussions • • 
within the Pentagon and with military commanden in the Gulf. After making some sugges· 
tions, the Secretary and the Chairmllll approved the concepL I then briefed a representative of 
the Saudi aovemmenL Our staff bas since been preparinJ the more detailed venion of the 
pool concept that will become pan of the overall military plan for the operation. That work 
has proceeded over lbe past week, while I was with the Secretary on his Dip last week to 
NATO and Poland. A summary of the concept is attached. I am interested in your comments 
or questions. 

The Secretary and the Clairman also appro"ed the idea of senclina a US military C-141 
aircraft to Saudi Arabia, if hostilities were to break out, carryinas,upp1emental news media 
penoone1to help cover the story of combat, given that mo~t news oraanizations have only 
very small staffs in Saudi Arabia now- in many cases, only one correspondenL The objective 
is to help prevent the pool operation from brealcinJ down tbroujh a lack of news media 
representatives necessary to make it work - the ediron, producers, a:chnicians, writers, and 
pool coardinaran who will be essential to successful pool operation. 

Thil fliaht would be a one-way Dip, transponinJ representatives of US news oraaniza. 
tions who replarly cover the Pentagon. Space for e&rJO will be extremely limited: each 
passenJeT would be allowed one small suitcase. Equipment cues should be shipped separately. I 
solicit your comments on that list as well. The bureau chiefs who tint 1ugested the idea 
uid it was predicated on their in11bility to aet more than one or two visas 11 a time from the 
aovemment of Saudi Ar:abiL Should the visa picture open ap. I 111gest we readdress the need 
far the plane. 

Thank you for your continued suggestions and comments. 



Department of Defense 
Contingency Plan for Media Coverage of Hostilities 

Operation DESERT SHIELD 

The ODjective of this plan is to ensure news media access to 
~~~h~t areas from the onset of hostilities, or as soon thereafter 
as possiDle, in Operation DESERT SHIELD. This is a three-phased 
plan for exercising and deploying rotating correspondent pools, 
aligned with front line forces to permit combat coverage. 

Each pool would consist of eighteen news media personnel: 
three newspaper correspondents, two wire service correspondents, 
two three-member television crews; one radio correspondent, one 
wire service photographer, one newspaper photographer, one news 
magazine reporter, one news magazine photographer, one Saudi 
reporter and one third-country reporter. Membership in the pools 
would De drawn from news media personnel already in Saudi Arabia. 

In Phase I of the plan, which would Degin immediately, the 
first two pools would De formed DY the Joint Information Bureau 
in Dhahran and randomly exercised at least once every two weeks 
to provide training for media participants and u.s. m~litary . 
personnel. These pools will always be exercised simultaneously 
to ensure that operational security is preserved. During Phase 
I, the pools would familiarize themselves with troops and •• 
equipment, cover activities in the areas to which the pools are 
sent, and exercise their ability to file news stories from the 
field. 

Phase II would eegin by deploying the pools when hostilities 
are imminent, putting them in place to cover the first stages of 
combat. If such prepositioning is not possiD1e, the pools would 
De mo~ed forward from Dhahran as quickly as possiDle to the 
immediate area of conflict. As soon as possiDle, additional 
pools would De deployed to expand the coverage. The size·of 
these pools will De determined DY the availability of . · 
transportation and other operational factors. These additional 
pools could be used to fill the gaps in coverage, if the conflict 
is spread over a vide area. Air Force, Navy, amphiDious, and 
logisitical support units will De covered Dy additional smaller 
pools, which will be rotated to ensure continuous coverage. 

Security review for all pool material would De performed at 
the source, where the information was gathered, and transmitted 
to the Joint Information Bureau at Dhahran, where it would then 
be available to journalists covering the operation. Ground rules 
would.consist of those currently in effect. 

Phase III would eegin when open coverage is possible and 
would provide for unilateral coverage of activities. The pools 
would be disDanded and all media would operate independently, 
altho~gh under u.s. Central Command escort. 

13 December 1990 



PROPOSED NEWS MEDIA LISTING FOR DOD CONTINGENCY AIRLIFT 

MEDIA AFFILIATION NUMBER OF SEATS 

ABC-TV 10 
~!!~-'!"! 10 
CNN 10 
NBC-TV 10 
NBC/ABC/CBS crews ~or ~ocal affiliates 6 

u 5 
~I 5 
REUTERS 5·. 

ABC RADIO 2 
AR RADIO NETWORX 2. 
CBS RADIO 2 
WESTWOOD RADIO 2 
NATIONAL PUBLIC RADIO 2 
UPI RADIO 1 
ONISTAR RADIO 1 

TIM£ 
NEWSWEEK 
U.S • NEWS AND WORLD REPORT 

3 
3 
3 

WASHINGTON POST 3 
NEW YORX TIMES 3 
LOS ANGELES TIMES 3 
CHICAGO TRIBUNE 3 
WALL STREET JOOMAL 3 
KNIGHT-RIDDER •I 2 
BOSTON GLOBE 2 
GANNETT NEWS SERVICE + \ ( ->:S~ '"0 0!>. 'I' l 2 
COX NEWSPAPERS 2 
HEARST NEWSPARERS 2 
SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE 1 
NEW YORX POST 1 
NEWSDAY +I 1 
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOft 1 
BALTIMORE SON 1 
WASHINGTON TIMES 1 
I)At.U,S MOJUfntG NEWS 1 
COPLEY NEWS SDVICE 1 
NEWHOUSE NEWS SERVICE 1 
SCRIPPS-BOWARD 1 
MILWAUKEE JOCRNAL 1 
CAPITAL CITIES COKMONICATIONS, INC. 1 
ARMY-NAVY-AIR FORCE TIMES 1 

TOTAL: 120 

VoA _~I 

• • 

14 December 195 



Operation Desert Shield 
News media Jround rules 

All interViews with service members will be on die record. Security at the source is the 
policy. In the event of hostilities, media products will be subject to security review prior to 
-··~se. Interviews with pilots and airc:rew members ue authorized upon completion of 
mission; however, release of information must conform to the pound rules stated below. 

All Navy embark stories will state that the report is cominJ "from die Persian Gulf, Red 
Sea or North Arabian Sea. • Stories written in Saudi Anbia may be datelined Riyadh, Dhahran, 
or other area by JeneralJeopphical description. such u "Eutem Saudi Arabia. • Stories 
from other participating counaies may be datelilled from those counaies only after their 
participation is released by DoD. 

You must remain with your military escort at all times, until released, and follow 
instructions regarding your activities. These instructions ue intended only to facilitate troop 
movement, ensure safety,and maintain operational security. 

You must be physically fiL If, in the opinion of the commander, you ue unable to 
withstand the rigorous conditions required to operate with his forward-deployed forces, you 
will be medically evacuated out of the area. · · 

You ue not authorized to carry a penonal weapon. 

The followinJ e&teJories of information ue releasable: 

• • 

(1) Arrival of U.S. military units in the Cenll'li Command area of responsibility when 
officially announced. Mode of travel (sea or air), date of departure, and bome station. 

(2) Approximate friendly force s~renJlh fisures. 
1

-..:" "'""a.'-<' 0 
(3) Approximate friendly cuualty and POW fiJIIrel by service. 

(4) Confirmed~~ of enemy personnelldlled in action (KIA) or detained for each 
action or operation. 

(S) N0111ensilive, UDClusified information reJIU'dinJ U.S. lir, polllld, and sea 
operatiou, put and preseDL 

(6) Sbe ol frieadly fon:e panicipatiDJ in an ac:tioD or operation will be disclosed using 
Jenera! terms such u •maJti-banalion. • •naval task fon:e, • etc. Specific fon:e or unit 
identifi~ may be released when it no lonaer warrants security protection. 

(7) Identification and location of military rarpts and objectives previously under 
•tt•ck 

(8) Generic description of orilin of air operations, such u "land• or •camer-based." 



(9) Date, time, or location of previous conventional military missions and actions as 
well u mission ~suits. 

( 1 0) Types of ordnance expended. in general terms. 

( 11) Number of aerial combat or ~lllllissance missions or sorties flown in theater or 
operational area. 

(12) Type of forces involved (e.g., infanay, armor, Marines, carrier battle aroup). 

(13) Weather and climate conditions. 

(14) Allied participation by type of operation (ships, aircraft, ground units, etc.) after 
approval of host nation governmenL 

(IS) Conventional operation code names. 

(16) Names and hometowns of U.S. military units or individuals. 

The following categories of information are not ~leasable: 

(1) Number of trOOps. 

(2) Number of aircraft. 

• • 

(3) Numbers ~garding other equipment or critical supplies (e.g., artillery, tanks, landing 
craft, radars, trucks, water, etc.). 

(4) Names of military installations or specific geographic locations of U.S. military 
units in the Central Command area of~sponsibility, unless specifically ~leased by the 
Depanment of Defense. · 

(S) Information ~aardina future operations. 

(6) Information ~Jardin& security p~autions at military installations or encampments. 

(7) Photography that would show level of security at military installations or 
encampments, espec:ia11y Mria1 and satellite pbotoJrapby. 

(8) Photography dllt would ~veal the name or specific location of military units or 
installatiCIDI. 

(9) Rules of enpaement details. 

( 1 0) Information on intelligence collection activities including targets, methods, and 
results. 

( 11) Information oa operations underway against hostile WJets. 



(12) Information on special operations anits, unique operations methodoloBY or 
tactics, for e:umple, air operations, an&Ies of uw:k. aDd speeds; naval ractical or evasive 
lllllleuvm. eiC. 

(13) Information ideDU!ying pcmponed or cancelled operanons. 

( 14) Information on missiDg or downed aircrlft or missing ships, while sarch and 
taeue operations are pl•nned or ~mdenray. 

(IS) Information on effecdveaeu of enemy camouflap, CCMr, decepcion, tarJecing, 
direct IDC1 iDdirect fiJI, imelligence colleccioa. or leCIJrity measuru. 

( 16) Additional guidelines may be necessary to piOieCt laCticalleCIJrity. 

Casualty iDformation 

(1) Notificuion or the next or kin ia extremely sensitive. By eucutive directive, next 
or kin or all miliwy fatalities must be notified iD person by an officer or the appropriate 
cvice. 

(2) There have been iDstuces iD wbich next of kin have first learned or the death or 
wounding of a loved one dlrough news media tep01ts. It cuualty pbotoJraphs sbow a • • 
mcognizable face, name cq, items of jewelry or other idenutying fe&a~R befeft the casualty's 
next of kin have been notified, the anguish chat sudden recocmtion It home CIA cause is OUt 
of proportion Ul the DeWS value of the photograph or video. Ahbough the casualty reporting 
and notification system works on a priority buis, correspondents are ~~r~ed to keep this 
problem iD miDd when covering action iD tbe field. Names or casuahies whose next of kin have 
been notified cu be verified by the joint illfotmation bureaus iD Riyadh or Dbaiu'lll, the 
appropriate public affairs oft"JCC, or the office of the Assistant Sccrewy of Defense (Public 
Affairs). 

-end· 



KNIGHT 
RIDDER 
C:lark no,t 
Burc~u (.'hie! 
(202) 383-6011 

December 17, 1990 

The Hon. Pete Williams 
Assistant secretary of Defense/Public Affairs 
Pentagon, Room 2!-800 
Washington, DC 20301-1400 

Dear Pete1 

w~~hin~:ton Bureau 
700 Slltiolllll Press Buildina 

5l9 14th Slre~t, N. W. 
w .. ,hlnctun, DC 200~5 

(102) 383-6000 

Your proposed allocation of seats for the DoD contingency airlift to 
saudi Arabia is unsatisfactory to Kniqht-Ridder. · 

At our bureau chiefs meeting on Nov. 28, I requested three seats for • 
Kniqht-Ridder, as others did for their organizations. Five individual 
newspapers received three seats each. Knight-Ridder, representing 28 
newspaper• with a combined daily circulation of three million and 
Sunday circulation of four million, received only two seats. 

Kniqht-Ridder is one of the handful of news organizations that has been 
represented continuously in saudi Arabia since the August invasion of 
Kuwait by Iraq. Our commitment to the story in unquestionable. We reach 
millions of readers from coast to coast in Kniqht-Ridder cities, and 
our stories and photographs are carried in client newspapers of our 
wire service that have a combined circulation approaching 32 million. 

I am at a loss to understand why Kniqht-Ridder would not receive the 
maximum number of seats allotted any print organization and hereby 
request that you assign_~ a third seat on thia flight. 

I will be out of Washington until Christmas Day. In my absence, I would 
appreciate it if you would communicate an early decision on this matter 
to the Washington bureau news editor, Larry Williams, who can be 
reached at 202-383-6001. 

Sincerely, 

Clark HOYt 
Bureau Chief 



-'90 TUE l. l.: 40 KN I c;HT t< J. J.JJ.JC.t<,. .u._. 

Clark lfnyl 
Rurtau ('hid 
(202) ~13-6011 

------·--·-· ··--· 

December 18, 1990 

The Hon. Pete Williams 
Assistant secretary of Defense/Public Affairs 
Pentagon, Room 2!-800 
Washington, DC 20301-1400 

Dear Pete: 

Wa•hlnaton Burrau 
700 Natlnnal Pr~ Bulldin& 

529 14th Strtel, l'i.W. 
Wa•hinaton, OC 10045 

(102) .111.'1-111100 

I am writing in response to your contingency plan for covering the Persian 
Gulf War and the "news media ground rules" for Operation Desert Shield. I 
have sent you a separate letter expressing Knight-Ridder's concerns about 
the allocation of seats on the C-141. · 

MEDIA POOLS: • • 

The makeup of the 18-member pools, as we discussed at the Nov. 28 meeting, 
is satisfactory. I am pleased to see that you plan to supplement Phase-I 
pools with additional pools and urge you to direct those assembling these 
supplementary pools, especially if their size is to be restricted, to 
maintain a fair balance between print and broadcast. 

While the proposed pool arrangements are a substantial improvement over 
the prior setup, our goal should remain open coverage. I would urge you to 
implement Phase-III as rapidly as possible. 

In that connection I am concerned that the plan calls for military escort 
even under Phase-III open coverage. That appears to contradict the notion 
of open coverage and places a substantial potential limitation on the free 
movement of war correspondents if escorts are limited in number or not 
available when needed. I trust that, under open coverage, escorts would 
have no role i~t: reviewing press copy. 

NEWS MEDIA GROUND RULES: 

I take strong exception to the ground rules proposed for Operation Desert 
Shield. 

The proposed rules far overstep the common-sense bounds necessary to 
protect the security of u.s. military operations. The specific rules about 
what is "releasable" and "not releasable" are at once so broad and so 
vaque that they are bound to lead to disagreement and misinterpretation 
even now, in advance of war. on the field, under combat conditions, the 
potential for misunderstanding and inconsistent interpretation is 
enormous. 



Hon. Pete Williams 
December 18, 1990 
Page 2 

mean" that military sources shouid say no more on the record-to any 
reporter than they want to be published or broadcast, no one can argue. 
I!, however, this implies security review of news copy by field 
commanders, that is an unacceptable step over the bounds. 

As we learned by experience durin; an earlier Pentaqon pool operation 
in the Persian Gulf, military commanders are sometimes tempted to use 
"security review•• to try to prevent the reportin; of anything that 
displeases them, even if totallY unrelated to security. 

I am sure that yqu did not intend this, but these proposed rules, taken 
as a whole, can be read as an unprece4ented effort by the military to 
control what is reported about a war in which hundreds of thousands of 
American lives are at stake. 

I urqe you to drop these rules and adopt instead the common-sense 
quidelines that correspondents will not report about operations that 
haven't started, ·and will not report anything on on-qoinq operations •• 
that could endanger their security. 

I object to any prior review of news copy, but if it is required in 
Phase 4 II, which should last only the briefest time, the review should 
be conducted in A central place, removed from the field, where military 
officials and editors might consult about written passaqes, photos or 
broadcast material in question. 

I look forward to the opportunity to discuss this with you. 

Sincerely, 

Clark Hoyt 
Bureau Chief 



'00C. ~'JILSON BOULEVAFlO 
.:.M'...:-.GTCr~ '/A 222.29 

'ro: Pete Williams 
FR:M: USA TCCAY 
RE: Pentagon pools 

Mr. Williams: 

... .-~\ 
'"'II 

~ 

Go'UINE'TT 

Would you please update your reoords regarding whom to contact in the 
event pools are activated. 

For USA 'IOOAY, they should be: 

Managin:J editor Tan McNamara: 

washin;ton editor Steve Davis 

703-276-5492 (work) 
703-823-5309 (heme) 
202-362-8671 (second number) 

703-276-3656 (work) 
703-237-7548 (heme) 

Thank you, 

Steve Davis 

• • 



----Hearst Newspapers 

Dec. 20, 1990 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1400 

Dear Pete: 

This is a response to your Dec. 14 memo and invitation to comment. 

First, I offer my applause for your efforts to anticipate and plan for 
contingencies in the Persian Gulf. Later problems will be minimized by 
this program. Equally important, a process will have been established 
so that later unanticipated problems can be overcome by people working 
together, in good faith and with clear channels of communication •• 

• 
Many aspects of your plan are excellent and, therefore, I'm going to 
limit my comments to areas I think should be changed. 

1) I'm sorry to see on-site ''security review'' in your plans. As you 
know, when the national Pentagon pool was first launched in 1984, no 
such reviews were contemplated. correspondents were to comply with the 
''Vietnam-era rules,'' which didn't require prior review; if a 

·correspondent violated the rules, the punishment was simple, swift and 
effective -- the loss of accreditation. Those rules won a very high 
deqree of compliance. 

Unfortunately, the practice of prior censorship has become embedded in 
the Pentagon pool concept in recent years, mainly because all parties 
quickly recognized that the pool was reliant on military 
communications. 

However, if you're going to have a review, experience with the 
Pentagon Pool has shown that an on-site commander may not be the best 
person to perform this duty. 

We all recall the episode in the Persian Gulf when the pool was 
covering the July 1987 reflagging of Kuwaiti tankers; the u.s. Navy 
commodore in charge of the escort insisted on censoring material that 
in no way violated news media ground rules but, instead, merely 
embarrassed him. 



,.. . 
Therefore, if the Department of Defense insists on prior review, I 
urge that it be handled at the Pentagon. 

If you stick to on-site review, you should. create an appellate process 
at the Pentagon where disputed. material could. be examined. and. the 
relevant washington bureau chief consulted.. such a procedure evolved. 
from the 1987 Persian Gulf pools and. worked. to speed the process. 

2) I don't understand. the need. -- or the practical feasibility -- for 
Phase III escorts. If unilateral coverage becomes possible, 
correspondents will need. to move about aore freely than pool 
constraints permitted. In Phase III, escorted unilateral coverage is 
an oxymoron. 

correspondents covering Desert Shield froa Auqust to the present have 
complained about the DOD requirement for escorts, on the one hand., and. 
about the lack of available escorts, on the other hand. That 
combination quickly shuts down any coverage other than briefing 
coverage. 

3) The qround rules are needlessly coaplex and you should go back to 
the one-page rules previously issued for Desert Shield, which are 
similar to the Vietnam-era rules referred to above. I'm enclosing a 
copy of the one-page version. 

I recommend you adopt the old axiom that, in the Onited States, 
everything is permitted except that which is prohibited.. With that as 
a quid.ing light, the rules then should become a short list of •• 
''don'ts,'' similar to the one-page version. The forbidden information 
outlined. in #1-16 in the non-releasable section is similar to the 
Vietnam-era rules. 

The danger of trying to spell out in detail what can be released is 
that there will be instances where a particular fact isn't prohibited 
from being released but it also isn't covered by one of the can-be
released. rules. The result: qridlocked copy that doesn't move. Don't 
tell us what we can do~ tell us what we can't do. 

Again, thanks for responding to our needs. I look forward to working 
with you on further refinements. 

Sincerely, 

f/ilf& 



i .• GROUND Rut.F.S FOR COVERAGE Of U.S. MILITARY ACriVlTIES 

OPERATION DESERT ~HIELD. 

A· The fallowing categories af information are not 

relaueab le: 

<1> Number of troop: 

<2>· Number of aircraft 

<3> Number of other equipment {e.g. artillery. 

tanks. radars. trucks. ~•tar 8 buffaloes. 8 eto.> 

<~> Names of ailitary installations/geographic 

locations of u.s. ailitary units in Saudi Arabia 

<S> Infaraatian regarding future operations 

{b) Information concerning se~urity precautions 

at military installations in Saudi Arabia 

{7) Names/hometowns of u.s. military personnel being 

interviawed• and names of Saudis being interviewed· 

Commandars of u.s. units being interviewed are axcaptad from 

this provision •. 

<~> Photography that would shaw level of security 

at military installations in Saudi Arabia 

<10> Photography that would reveal the name or 

soecific location of =ilitary for:es or installations. 

c. If you are not sura whether an action you will take will 

violate a ground rule• consult with your escort officer 

PRIOR TO TAKING THAT ACTION· 

-

• • 



nso 1!51M STREET. N. W. 

WASHINGTON. C. C. 20071 

t202J 3:U·eooo 

The Honorable Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense !Public Affairs> 
Room 2E800 
The Pentagon 
Waahington, D.C. 20301-1400 

Thanks !or the document outlining pool plans and 
charter status report. I think the pool plans represent 
some progress but am unclear if you want names submitted no~· 
!or the charter. I! so, please let us know. 

I wish I could say thanks for your list of ground 
rules. I suspect that you may have heard similar ••••••
menta !rom some of my colleagues, to the effect that they 
are wildly excessive and seemingly a prescription !or total 
control and gridlock. Listing categories of in!orsation 
that are releasable is a new one on se. It should be 
dropped. You can bet that every story written by a cor
respondent in-country will have a dozen things that aren't 
on either of your lists and so we will be subject to essen
tially unlimited censorship by a battalion of public affairs 
officers with varying degrees on understanding about the 
press's role in a democracy who will be acting •• editors, 
reading their list, checking it twice and crossing things 
out because they don't fit clearly in your list of what is 
releasable. 

The rules about what is not releasable also ••••• far 
too broad and are open to all sorts of excessive interpreta
tion, in sy view, by large numbers of PAC• caught in what 
are certain to be hectic conditions. There were very con
cise rules in Vietnam which, I believe, were well respected 
by reporters and would be again in the Gulf, Let's get this 
honed down to legitimate security guidelines. 

Finally, the idea that in Phase III one needs a mili
tary escort at all times also goes too far. I see no need 
for that. It seems simply another means of controlling 
everything. 



/ 
Page 2 

We should have one more meeting of the group, it 
seems to me, on these pointa. If you are open to thia, let 
me know quickly •o it can be •et up. Time iB •hort. 

Thank•, 

• • 



Mr. Pete Willi ... 
Alsistant Secretary of Dafansa 

tor PUblio Affaire 
Tha Panta;on 
Washinqton, D.C. 20310•1400 

Dear Pates 

December 21, lttO 

I 14 like to a44 my voice to what I believe abould ba a 
chorus of protest about your aaorandwa of Dea. 14. I find 
many of your propoaals unacaaptably reatrictive and soma 
aea to ba in direct contradiction to our ;roup 
diacuaaiona at the Pent&qon. · 

Your aaaertion that attar poola disband, •all aadia 
operata independently, althouqh under u.s. central Command 
aacort• fliaa in the face ot what I raabar aa a alaar 
&IJ1'eaent on all a idea. That lmderetandint waa that 
avaryona waa on their own once n want to Wbat you called 
•unilateral covera;a. • Than ... no mention of •aacorta. 11 

Tha lon; list ot •;rc:nmcl rulu" ia UMaaaaaadly 
apacitic and ;ratuitcualy reat%iativa. I r .... ~er nc 
cUacu .. ion about there J:leinq ani naad to 90 beyond the 
currant undaratandinqa undar wh ch tha pool• operata. 

Pinally, your •aeourity at the aouzoaa• ic!aa ia an 
iMovation to which DO ona aqrud so far u I JcnCN", 
it I u interpretin; it oonectly. 'l!he l ... t qualified 
puaoD to aaka any kind of :ravin, in ay jUd;aant, aay be 
the ooaaD4v Oil the aoana. 

I bopa ycu will have ua back tor another aeatin9. In 
tha aeantilla, beat viahea tor a aala and raattul holiday. 

'·-

• • 



'mqe ~nshnt Cilnhe 

Pete Willi ... 
uat.tant sacrataryJSpoknun 
DepartMnt of DafUIH 
lfaahilltJtOn, D. c. 
Dear Patel 

'IFASHINGroN IIUUAU 
-P!NNSTLVANIA AV!NUL N.Y. 

YASHINGTON, 0.C:.
(llll)m.mo 

Dec. 17, 1190 

I write to -t on the proposed pool procedure which your office sent out 
laat ..,.ek. Pirat, I want to thank you far your 4ilivance in qattinv thia plan 
desiqnad and approved. If iapl..antad to ita fullest, I believe it will help in 
achieving the objective of provi4inq t.aediate and caaprehensive caverava of 
haatiliti .. , ehaul4 they occur, in the Panian Gulf. . . • . . a-. I ~in oe£ znad that The 10.tan Globe will nat r-ive u equitable 
tna~ u othar •jar navapapars, that have ahawn a cantinuin9 -itaant tc 
the atory, when it~ to 4rawincJ up _.._.zahip of individual pools. Your 
proposal ~ nat a44r-• thb baue and ay feara have bean provoked by the 
recant axpaz"iancea of Colin llic:ltanan, The Globe carrupondant currently in 
Saudi Arabia, and ay aonvanatiana in the paat week with Pantavan officials 
hera and in saudi Arabia. 

In assanse, ..,. have bean told that navspapars will be placed on ana of two. 
lista. lly - account&, M•'Mrship on the firat liat vill depend on the aize 
of the newspaper, by ather accaunta the firat list will be ca.prised of only 
the eipt navspspars who were an the .na• • arivinal pool liat. Ttie aecond liat 
will be CIOIIPZ'isad of all other Allarican navspapan who are in Saudi Arabia wher 
hastiliti- baiJin. . . . 

As you tnaw f~ our previoua conversations and lattan, 'lila Globe, despite iu 
lont-staDdiniJ ~tMnt to the story in laudi Arabia, Ilea baUl traatacl 
atailrJap'\Uidar the ariqinal pool pracadure. Bacsu .. at the -illinvn••• of JZE 
and~ officials to intervene, llickanan and Globe nportars who precadec 
bia in lalldi Arabia haW spent auch tiaa in vein tryin; to prevail on the 
~ tar the eipt navspapars to place The Globe onto the pool. I have 
bean unracl by lloth you and llab Taylor that the - pool praceclure will 
rectify the· situation and The Globe will ba9in to receive aquitab'le treatlllent 
un4ar the nW pa: a aedura. However, llickanan baa bean recently told that when 
the new pool procacSure is finally .. tabliehed, 'lila Globe will be placed an the 
SICCnd liat of "all ather navspapars" whicb will zwllloe oar odcls of actually 
ll&k1nq it onto a pool. Al8o, he under8t&JIIU that only those navspapara on the 
first liat will be 9iven trial runs so that the vital ~!cations syat .. a 



•. 

paqa 2 

•n be taeted. 

>b Taylor hae aeeured •• ae lata ae yutarday that my concerrw vera 
>praciated by you and your office, that The alobe would be treated equitably 
1dar the n- pool procedure and ~cifically that The alobe would placed on 
1a aama liet for pool rotation u the other .. jor new.rpapara, inclucUnq the 
!w York Tillu, waehin;ton Post, Wall Street Journal and Los Anqelaa Times. I 
Ul only hope that ie true ao that The aloba can fulfill ita reaponsibilities 
J ita raadara. 

~ aqain for your aaaiatance. 

• • 

---- --_, 
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Mr. Pete Williams 

~B.,_ 

1001 ~-. NW 
Wllshin&IDn. o.c. 2C004 

December 18, 1990 

Assistant Secretary of Defense 
The Pentaaoo 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1400 

Dear Pete: 

1 have received and reviewed your Deceaber 14, 1990, memorandum' 
concerning Persian Gulf pools and the C-141 fli&ht in the event o! 
hostilities. While 1 salute you and your staff for the time and 
effort you have devoted to tbia project, 1 feel compelled- to 

• 

appeal for recooeideraclon of the deci1ioo to allocate only one 
aeec on the C-141 co !ewlday. 

!ewaday baa made a major coaaicaeot to coverage of the Persian 
Gulf crlai1, with at leaat one reporter present in Saudi Arabia 
since 1oon after the deployment of u.s. forcea there. I believe 
our coamitaenc ha1 equalled or ezceeded eoae new1paper1 on the lise 
chat were aranted cwo or three 1eate on the fli&ht. to addition, 
Kewsday's circulation far exceed• that of ••veral newapapers ahead 
of us on the list. With the newapaper 1hake•out in lew York, our 
daily circulation nov approaches one aill1oo--and on Sundays exceeds 
that level. 

for chase reaaon1, I reque1t that Kevaday be allocated at 
leaat cvo aeaca oo the c-141. If you have queationa or need more 
informacion, pleaae call •• or our deputy bureau chief, Mary Leonard, 
or concact us by fas on (202) 393-7043, 

We look forward to hearing from you soon. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Gaylord Shaw 

.,. A 11mes Mirror 
., Ne-.osp11pcr 

• 



New York's 

CAPITAL NEWSPAPERS 
THE TIMES I.IN10N • SUNDAY TIMES UNION 

December 14, 1990 

Mr. Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

for Public Affairs 
2E-800 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1400 

Dear Mr. Williams: 

I understand you are making plans for a C-141 to transport 
news representatives from Washington to Saudi Arabia in the 
event hostilities break out in the Persian Gulf. • • 

This is to request a seat on that flight for Michael Gormley, 
our military correspondent who reported from Saudi Arabia last 
month. Mr. Gormley is an experienced reporter and will be 
properly equipped for such an assignment. 

Thank you. 

Si~cerely, 

HMR/b 

I'£WS PI..AZA • BOX 15000 • AI..IIANY,I'£W YORK 12212 • PID£ (518) -!ioCIO 



Jim Raper 
Managing EdiiDr 

December 5, 1990 

Hon. Pete Williams 

The 1lirginian-l)tlot 
THE LEDGER-STAR 

Office of Assistant Sect. of Defense for Public Affairs 
Washington D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Williams: 

150 W. Bnlmble!Dn Avenue 
P.O. Box 449 

Norfolk, Virginia 23501-0449 
(804) 446-2311 

As managing editor of The Virginian-Pilot and The Ledger-Star, I am requesting that 
your office include a member of our reporting staff in any contingency airlift operation 
that is being planned for reporters covering Desert Shield in the event hostilities break 
out. 

It is my understanding that your office is assembling a plan to take a number of 
journalists to the Middle East should fighting begin in that region. If so, our newspapers 
would like to be represented. 

As you may know, our newspapers circulate in a region where the military, in 
particular the Navy, is prominent. It is estimated that 110,000 naval personnel, plus 
another 10,000 Air Force members from Langley AFB in Hampton and 10,000 from Fort 
Eustis in Newport News, live in the Hampton Roads area. Already more than 30 
Norfolk-based ships and nearly 20,000 Norfolk-based sailors have been deployed to 
support the Desert Shield operation. In addition, nearly 1,000 Navy medical personnel 
from Portsmouth Naval Hospital and surrounding clinics, at least two F-15 Air Force 
squadrons from Langley and several companies of Army transportation troops from Fort 

. Eustis have been deployed. 

I would appreciate your assistance in assuring that our military affairs reporter is 
included in whatever airlift your office plans for the Desert Shield operation. 

Serving Sou1tlautem Vovinill and Nonheullm Nonh Cora6na 

( 

l 

• 
• 



LARRY KRA~IER 
E:\t:Cl'T:\ F EDITOR 

November 30, 1990 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs 
2E-800 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1400 

Dear Pete: 

I understand you are making plans for a C-141 to transport news 
representatives from Washington to Saudi Arabia in the event hostilities 
break out in the Persian Gulf. 

This is to request a seat on that flight for Jonathan Broder, our Washington 
correspondent and Kim Komenich, our photographer. Mr. Broder is a 
veteran reporter with extensive experience in the Middle East. 
Mr. Komenich is an experienced overseas photographer who won The 
Pulitzer Prize for his coverage of the overthrow of Ferdinand Marcos. 

I will contact your office within a week to confirm the availability of these 
seats. 

Thank you. 

/r-:--
Larry Kramer 

• • 



Dear captain ':bcmlasa 

THE 
GAMMA 
LIAISON 
NETW( H<K 

It was a pleas~ epeaking to you today. I appreciate your 
information and attention to ay request. 

I wiah to officially requeat a photo position on the propoeed 
contingency airlift to Saudi ArGia. I understand thia plane 
is atill in the •propoaal" ata;es and that the Aaaiatant 
Secretary of Defense/Public Affaira, xr. Peter William., will 
be reviewin; all requeata for positions in the beqinnin; of 
Janu&ry. 

I am faun; two previoua letters to xr. Williama juat for ( fl.;t t.J·J 
bacJcqround information, and again, let .- express my ... .._ ~ 
appreciation for your assistance in preaentinq thia information ~) 
to Jlr. Williama and Lieutenant COIIIIIAnder eke; HArtung. 

Please f"l fr" to contact if you have any questions or with 
an update. I can be reached at 212-447-2505. 

Sincerely, 

Jennifer a. Co ey 
Bzecutive Vice resident 

JBC/JcJc 

Attacblllent 

DEC 23 '90 16:30 

tt Eu\ 28111 a-1 N.,. York. I\"\' 10010 (2121 447-2500 
P'alt: (2121447-2534 '11!11!!<: 620946 

212 447 2534 PAGE.002 



5 February 1991 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

On 5 February 1991, I received a phone call from Mr. Richard 
Harwood, the Ombudsman for the washington Post who said that he 
was referred to me by Pete Williams office for statistical 
information on media in Saudi Arabia. Mr. Harwood stated that 
the information was for a piece he was writing for the Sunday 
Washington Post concerning media coverage in the Gulf region. 

I provided current (from 5 Feb CINCCENT Sitrep) media 
information plus general information concerning the media 
in-country, the combat pools, and the pooling procedures. Mr. 
Harwood was particularly interested in our •censorship" 
procedures. I pointed out to him that DoD had no Congressional 
authorization to censor news reports, and had not had such 
authorization since the expiration of the WISP statute some years 
ago. I explained the security review process in detail from the 
field all the way through the ASD(PA) in the event of a contested 
report. I emphasized that our concern was not to impede 
reporting, but to protect U.S. lives and the security of our 
ongoing operations. 

I additionally pointed out that I did not believe that 
members of the media would intentionally print a story revealing 
details that could endanger U.S. lives, and he agreed,·and that 
the procedure (security review) was to ensure that our concerns 
about the release of certain types of information were clearly 
understood by the news media. I also added that of the three. 
contested media pool reports (that I knew of) that had come to 
Pete Williams for arbitration, that all three had been released 
as originally written. At the end of the explanation, Mr. 
Harwood's comment to me was "that's not censorship," "there are 
people here on the news ·desk that really believe that DoD is 
censoring the news reports." He finally asked that I fax a copy 
of the current ground rules/guidelines to him, which I did. 

-

Gregory H. Hartung 
LCDR, USN 
Plans Officer 
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5 February 1991 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

At 1645 on 5 February 1991 a meeting was held at the 
Pentagon attended by the following personnel: 

Pete Williams 
Bob Taylor 
COL Pete Alexandrakos 
LCDR Gregg Hartung 
Larry Rubenstein - Reuters 
Toby Massey - AP 
Vin Alabiso - AP 
Guy Cooper - Newsweek 
Larry Downey - Newsweek 
Michele Stephenson - ~ 
Dyrk Halstead - lim& 
Mark Gottfried - U.S. News and World Report 

This meeting was requested by Toby Massey to Mr. Taylor to 
discuss pool photo issues under contention. Photo pool members 
explained their system at great length. Photo pool photographs 
were all brought to a central location in Dhahran where the film 
was developed and made available to a committee of 5 members from 
both wire services and the three news magazines. This committee 
decides which photographs will be made available as pool 
photographs. None of the five organizations is permitted to 
release-material other than pool material. After the initial 
selection in Dhahran, the film is transferred to New York, where 
a similar selection process or "second look" takes place. After 
this second look, the negatives are ~eturned to the photographer 
who originally took them. 

Pool members other than the five who serve as the selection 
committee all have access to pool material via one of the wire 
services. They additionally are allowed access to transmission 
equipment to send additional photos they have shot that are not 
part of the pooled material on a case by case basis. The members 
of the committee are not allowed to do this with their own 
photographer's film. 

Photo pool members stated that foreign photographers had 
access to pool products via either the international services of 
Reuters and AP or by purchasing the photo from the individual 
photographer who took the photo. They also noted that U.S. 
photographers are not permitted access to the French Media Pool 
pro<lUcts. 

Photo Pool members rejected the suggestion that 
Knight-Ridder KTRN photo service had any subscribers that did not 
also receive either Reuters or AP photo wire services. They said 
that Knight-Ridder had been given access_to pool products 



.-

., 

initially, but that mishandling of negatives and release of 
non-pooled material had caused them to be excluded. 

Photo Pool members agreed to add a newspaper representative 
to their photo selection committee, but first wanted to meet with 
the representative organization at the Washington D.C. level to 
discuss procedures. Larry Rubenstein noted that USA Today had 
volunteered to serve in this capacity. LCDR Hartung suggested 
that perhaps ANPA or some other media organization could select 
the newspaper photo representative . 

• When the subject of photo agencies was brought up by Mr. 
Taylor, there was unanimous agreement among the Photo Pool 
members that these agencies were not news agencies, and that they 
(photo agencies) would never agree to the rules of the pool for 
sharing purposes, because there was nothing to be gained 
financially because under current rules, they could not sell any 
pool product except that which their photographers shot. There 
was also agreement that any decision concerning photo agencies 
would likely affect the DoD National Media Pool in the future. 

The meeting closed with both Mr. Williams and Mr. Taylor 
stating that they would take their (Photo Pool members) 
recommendations into consideration, and would let them know what 
they had decided. 

LJ..-\~ . 
Gregg Hartung \ 
LCDR, USN 
Plans Officer 
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DrnECI'ORA1E FOR DEFENSE INFORMATION 
OSPNEWSDMSJON 

DA'IE 12Feb91 11ME:2345 PAREPi.TC Roy 

QUERYFROM: Associated Press 

QUERY: 
Is CENTCOM planning to double the number of pool slols to cover front-line ground unils? 
H so, will reporters be assigned to the 2nd and 3rd Army Divisions and the Marine Amphibious 
Force? Will reporters be allowed to fly aboaJd B-52s and to visit military hospitals? 

ANSWER: 

CENTCOM does plan to broaden opportunities for media coverage. It is too soon to know 
whether or not the number will be doubled and it would be premature to try to predict which 
specific units these additional slots will be assigned to cover. CENTCOM is continuing to 
examine the possibility of media members flying aboard 8-52 missions, but such flights have 
not, as yet, been approved. Plans are presenUy being made for reporters to visit hospitals and 
other military medical facilities. 

SOURCE OF ANSWER: JIB Riyadh, CAPT Doubleday 

CXX>RDINA110N: NIA 

COMPIEIED BYUCol Coughter 

PHONE EX'IENSION: 
. APPROVED: 

11MEINQUIRERNOI1FltD: 

LOG#: 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
NATIONAL MEDIA POOL 

The DoD National Media Pool was developed to cover military 
contingency operations from the earliest stages of troop deploy
ment. It was established in 1985 as a direct result of the 
October 1983 u.s. military rescue operation in Grenada. 

The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff named retired 
Major General Winant Sidle to head a panel which examined the 
relationship of the military and the media as a result of criti
cism about the lack of media access during the early stages of 
the Grenada rescue operation. the Sidle Panel was composed of 
Defense Department representatives and news veterans. The pan
el's final recommendations were primarily designed to ensure 
media access to military contingency operations while still 
maintaining operational security and troop safety. 

The Department of Defense and the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
undertook several major initiatives to implement the Sidle Pan
el's recommendations. The DoD National Media Pool is the best 
known initiative. In addition, we have ensured that public 
affairs planning is conducted concurrently with operational 
plannning and public affairs plans have been incorporated in 
published contingency operations plans. · 

The Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs has 
accredited more than 40 Washington-based media organizations for 
pool membership. The heads of each have agreed to keep desig
nated staff members on alert for short-notice media pool deploy
ments and to maintain operational security of any pool activa
tions. Pool participants include 28 newspaper organizations, the 
three national news magazines, the three major wire services, the 
four major television networks, and seven radio networks. 

These organizations serve on a rotational basis, decided 
among themselves, with the pool membership changing each calendar 
quarter. While pool composition can be tailored to a given 
contingency, based largely on transportation availability, the 
"standard" pool is composed of 12 people as follows: one wire 
photographer and two reporters; a television correspondent and 
two-person technical crew; a magazine reporter and a photogra
pher; a radio correspondent; and three newspaper reporters. In 
addition, two DoD public affairs officers and one Joint Staff 
public affairs officer serve as pool escorts and are generally 
joined by a unified/specified command public affairs escort. 

All pool members have agreed to observe basis ground rules. 
PartiCipants are obigated to equip themselves with lightweight, 
mobile gear and have become virtually self-supporting in this 
regard. The Department will provide billeting, food, special 
clothing and equipment, and transportation to, from and within 
the theater of operations. Pool members pay for their own bil
leting and food. 



Defense authorities have established procedures for sending 
print news stories via military communications systems as quickly 
as possible. Video/audio tapes and photographs are delivered on 
a priority basis to a secure area where they can be picked up by 
other news representatives for transport back to Washington. The 
timely return of tapes and photos is the most difficult aspect of 
pool deployments, depending on circumstances and geography. 

We first tested the media pool in April 1985 to cover a U.S. 
military exercise in Honduras. We have activated it seven addi
tional times to exercise its members while covering military 
exercises at various diverse locations. We also have activated 
the pool for four operational deployments -- one in conjunction 
with maritime operations in the Persian Gulf, two related to 
military deployments/operations in Panama and most recently to 
Operation DESERT SHIELD in Saudi Arabia. There have been a total 
of 12 DoD National Media Pool deployments. 

Each pool deployment is a learning experience for all par
ticipants. Although exercise deployments cannot fully simulate 
combat conditions, they do permit correspondents and their 
escorts to practice alert assembly, transportation and filing 
procedures, test communications systems, and generally get a feel 
for the challenges that will be encountered in a combat situa
tion. Deployments also serve to exercise the visited units' 
media plans for hosting and integrating the pool into exercise 
scenarios. 

Prepared October 31, 1990 

----



LIST OF DOD NATIONAL MEDIA POOL PARTICIPANTS 

Robert Witten 
Gene Randall 
Kim Willenson 
Howell Raines 
John Fialka 
Lloyd Battle 
James Schule 
Benjamin Shore Jr. 
Barry Thumma 
Mathew Quinn 

Total: 10 

Elliot Brenner 
Tim Clary 
Peter Maer 
Dave Wood 
Roy Gutman 
Michael Duffy 
Gene Randall 
Barry Hecht 
Ray Defrehen 
Steven Komarow 
Michael Wines 
Dirk Halstead 

Total: 12 

Frank Aukofer 
Douglas Mills 
John Mulera 
Robert Craig Windham 
Fred Francis 
Sheldon Fielman 
Gary Keifer 
Elliot Brenner 
Scott Applewhite 
William Knonholm 
Robert Kittle 
Frank Morring 

Total: 12 

MEDIA POOL f1 

Mutual Radio 
CNN 
Newsweek 
New York Times 
Wall Street Journal 
CNN 
Mobile Video Services 
Copley Press Service 
AP 
UP! 

UP! 
UP! 

MEDIA POOL #2 

Mutual Radio 
Newhouse 
News day 
Time 
CNN 
CNN 
CNN 
AP 
LA Times 
Time 

MEDIA POOL #3 

Milwaukee Journal 
UP! 
NBC 
United Stations Radio 
NBC 
NBC 
USN&WR 
UP! 
AP 
AP 
USN&WR 
Scripps Howard 

April 85 (5 days) 
EX UNIVERSAL TREK 
85 Honduras 

September 85 (1 
day) EX DOUBLE 
EAGLE 85 Ft 
Campbel-l, KY 

December 85 (2 days) 
EX KERNAL USHER 86-1 
Pacific Ocean off 
San Clemente Island, 
California 



Tim Ahern 
Scott Applewhite (2) 
Neil Roland 
Doug Mills (2) 
Christopher Hanson 
Dirk Halstead (2) 
Liz Colton 
Gene Randall (2) 
Robert Schrader 
Peter Morris 
Peter Grier 
Vern Guidry 

Total: 12 

Rita Beamish 
Barry Thumma (2) 
Eli Michael Meyers 
Doug Mills (3) 
Christopher Thaxton 

Hanson 
Karl Inderfurth 
William Redding 
Jay Patterson 
Charles D. Jaco 
Robert Kaylor 
Molly E. Moore 
Richard C. Halloran 

Total: 12 

Coleen Combes 
Henry (Dave) Rosso 
Steve Komarow (2) 
Scott Applewhite (3) 
John Bisney 
Eric Engberg 
Gabriel Romero 
Craig Anderson 
Richard Sandza 
Steven Brown 
Richard Whitmire 
Jim O'Shea 

Total: 12 

MEDIA POOL 414 

AP 
AP 
UPI 
UPI 
Reuters 
Time 
Nat'l Public Radio 
CNN 
CNN 
CNN 

August 86 (2 days) 
EX Gallant Eagle 86 
USCENTCOM exercise in 
Southern CA desert 

Christian Science Monitor 
Baltimore Sun 

AP 
AP 
UPI 
UPI 

MEDIA POOL 415 

Reuters 
ABC-TV 
ABC-TV 
ABC-TV 
NBC Radio 
USN&WR 
Washington Post 
New York Times 

MEDIA POOL 416 

Reuters 
UPI 
AP 
AP 
United Stations Radio 
CBS-TV 
CBS-TV 
CBS-TV 
Newsweek 
Newsweek 
Gannett 
Chicago Tribune 

February 87 (2 days) 
EX TASK FORCE 1 
82nd Airborne deploy
ment to Honduras 

May 87 (2 days) 
EX Solid Shield 87 
USCINCLANT amphibious 
assault, Camp Lejeune, 
North Carolina 
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Tim Ahern (2) 
Doug Mills (4) 
Jon Bascom 

-Carl Rochelle 
Ray DeFrehn (2) 
Peter Morris (2) 
Mike Duffy (2) 
Dennis Brack 
James Dorsey 
M_ark Thompson 

Total: 10 

Steve Komarow (3) 
Douglas Allmond 
Karl Inderfurth 
Philip Mishoe 
Durrell Kreisher 
Jay Sapir 
Joseph Marquette 
Frederick Kempe 
Robert Cohn 
Colleen Combes (2) 

Total: 10* 

MEDIA POOL 17 

AP (Photographer) 
UPI (Photographer) 
ABC Radio 
CNN (Correspondent) 
CNN (Cameraman) 
CNN (Soundman) 
Time (Reporter) 

July 87 (9 days) 
EARNEST WILL 1st 
actual (real-world) 
deployment; Persian 
Gulf to observe 
Kuwaiti tanker escort 

Time (Photographer) 
Washington Times (Reporter) 
Knight-Ridder (Reporter) 

MEDIA POOL #8 

AP (Reporter) 
ABC-TV (Cameraman) 
ABC-TV (Correspondent) 
ABC-TV (Soundman) 

March 88 (2 days) 
FTX GOLDEN PHEASANT 88 
EDRE to Honduras. 

Copley News Service (Reporter) 
UPI Radio 
UPI (Photographer) 
Wall Street Journal (Reporter) 
Newsweek (Reporter) 
Reuters (Photographer) 

*Note: Jeremy Bigwood, contract photographer for Newsweek joined 
the pool "in progress" in Hondura. Thus, while only 10 deployed via 
MILAIR from Washington, the pool "grew" to 11 while in Honduras. 

James Miklaszewski 
Sheldon Fielman (2) 
John Mulera (2) 
Richard Sandza (2) 
Gary Kieffer 
Robert Daugherty 
Thelma LeBrecht 
Eliot Brenner (3) 
Molly Moore (2) 
John Sawyer 
Guy Jones 

Total: ll 

MEDIA POOL #9 

NBC-TV December 88 (4 days) 
NBC-TV (Technician) U.S. Army infantry 
NBC-TV (Technician) external evaluation in 
Newsweek Alaska. 
Newsweek (Photographer) 
AP (Photographer) 
AP Radio 
UPI 
Washington Post 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram 
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Ron Allen 
Gabe Romero (2) 
Charles Violette 
Barry Bagnato 
Eliot Brenner (4) 
Dennis Cook 
Jim Adams 
Peter Cary 
John Van Beekum 
Thorn Shanker 
Eli Teiber 
Laurence Jolidon 

Total: 12 

Steve Komarow (4) 
Scott Applewhite (4) 
Matthew Mendelsohn 
Robert Kearns 
Timothy Aubry 
Cynthia Johnson 
Jon Bascom (2) 
Fred Francis (2) 
John Mulera (3) 
Edgar Brown 
Alan Levin 
Steve Kuhn 
Katherine Lewis 
Kevin Merida 
William Clayton 
Dick Thompson 

Total: 16 

MEDIA POOL UO 

CBS-TV (Correspondent) 
CBS-TV (Cameraman) 
CBS-TV (Soundman) 
CBS Radio 
UP! (Reporter) 
AP (Photographer) 
Reuters (Reporter) 
USN&WB (Reporter) 
USN&WB (Photographer) 
Chicago Tribune 
New York Post 
Gannett/USA Today 

MEDIA POOL 4111 

AP 
AP 
UP! 
Reuters 
Reuters 
Time 
ABC Radio 
NBC-TV 
NBC-TV 
NBC-TV 
NBC-TV 
NBC-TV 
Houston Post 
Dallas Morning News 
Houston Chronicle 
Time 

May 89 (1 Day) 
NIMROD DANCER 
Augmentation Forces 

December 89, OPN 
JUST CAUSE - Panama 
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John King 
Scott Applewhite (5) 
Martin w. Jeong 
James H. Adams 
Carl Rochelle 
Mike Greene 
Bob Torpey 
Chris Turner 
Frank O'Connor 
Alan Levin (2) 
Tom Mote 
John Ydstie 
Jay Peterzell 
Dennis Brack 
Mike Ross 
Peter Copeland 
Frank Aukofer (2) 

Total: 17 

MEDIA POOL 112 

AP 
AP 
UPI 
Reuters 
CNN 
CNN 
CNN 
CNN 
CNN 
CNN 
CNN 
NPR 
Time 
Time 

August 90, OPN 
DESERT SHIELD -
Saudi Arabia 

Times Mirror Company 
Scripps Howard Newspapers 
Milwaukee Journal 

() = Number of pool deployments in which the person has participated. 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFEfSEC~~ 27 Ali!Q: ~6 
HAS SEEN 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-1400 

DEP SEC DEF MAR 3 1 1989 
HAS SEEN 

[2 4 MAR 1989 

MAR29 :tl. 
OF DEFENSE' 

SUBJECT: SECDEF Support for the DoD National Media Pool -
ACTION MEMORANDUM 

In 1983, the media raised a furor over being excluded 
from the initial stages of the Grenada rescue mission. As a 
result, Cap Weinberger formed a panel to examine the situation 
and to recommend how to improve media coverage of future 
contingency operations. 

The Sidle Panel, as it became known, recommended creation 
of a pool of ·reporters to cover secret contingency missions. 
From this, we, in close cooperation with the media developed the 
DoD National Media Pool Concept. The pool gives select U.S. 
news media access to military contingency operations from their 
onset while maintaining operational security. It is your pool, 
administered by my department under your order, and has high 
priority for any support required. The attached paper provides 
a more detailed discussion of the pool. 

The media pool has been exercised several times during 
both Cap Weinberger's and Frank Carlucci's tenure and 
was operationally deployed twice; a no-notice, "operational" 
exercise in Honduras to demonstrate U.S. resolve in Central 
America and the Navy's first escort of reflagged Kuwaiti tankers 
through the Persian Gulf. However, the real indication that 
the pool concept had come of age and gained acceptance by the 
military was evident last April 18th when a media pool was on 
board the JACK WILLIAMS Surface Action Group (SAG) as it sank 
an Iranian frigate in the Persian Gulf. Frank Carlucci's and 
Admiral Crowe's decision to place a pool on board the SAG was a 
clear signal that the pool concept is a necessary part of a 
military operation. 

Although past exercises and deployments have gone very 
well, it is still necessary to conduct two to four pool 
exercises per year in order to keep our people and the media 
proficient, to refine our plans and to test operational security. 
These deployments also provide valuable training to the visited 
command which must implement its own contingency plans for 
media coverage of military operations. 
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The current media pool concept gives us a very viable 
mechanism to cover contingency operations, maintain secrecy and 
still inform the American people of the early hours of military 
operations; and it is endorsed by the media. I strongly 
recommend you approve continuation of the DoD National Media 
Pool and lend your personal support to the concept as needed. 
It is, in fact, your pool and cannot effectively continue 
without your approval and support. 

Enclosur~~ t1 _ 
As state!(~ 

Concur ------
Nonconcur -----
See Me -------
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JULLS REMEDIAL ACTION PROJECT (RAP) REPORT 

RAP No: 0581, JULLS No: 01860-90177 (00581), Last Update: 11/16/89 

1. (U) TITLE: DoD Media Pool. 

2. (U) OPR: OASD(PA)/DPL, LCDR Hartung, 223-1075, (202)693-1075. 

3. (U) KEYWORDS: AIRLIFT, JCS PUB 15, JDS, MEDIA POOL, PASSENGERS. 

4. (U) SOURCES: 

a. 42265-72346 GOLDEN PHEASANT 88 by MAC. 

5. OBSERVATION: 

a. Airlift to move DoD National Medial Pool from 
Washington, DC, to Pope AFB, NC, and onward to Honduras was 
requested through what was later learned to be a back-channel 
source, resulting in lack of normal coordination of airlift with 
the Military Airlift Command and supported CINC. 

b. The DoD National Media Pool and the requirement for its 
movement were not entered into the Joint Deployment System 
(JDS) . 

6. DISCUSSION: 

a. In the JULLS Long Report (JULLS number 42265-72346), HQ 
MAC stated the media pool was not coordinated with MAC, was not 
included in the supported CINC's validation requirements, and 
implied that the airlift was not properly prioritized. MAC 
stated that this resulted in improperly authorized travel by 
"bumping" of several passengers (believed to be MAC ALCE 
personnel) from the first deployment mission. 

b. The Secretary of Defense directed OASD/PA to activate 
and deploy the pool. OASD/PA made a verbal request for airlift 
to the JCS MAC Liaison Officer, a procedure followed on six 
previous occasions without problem. 

c. The DoD National Media Pool is not a requirement 
appropriate for a CINC to validate. The pool's 
activation/deployment is directed by the Secretary of Defense 
with the concurrence of the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff and, when appropriate, with the concurrence of the White 
House. 

d. JCS PUB 15 assigns SECDEF-directed airlift missions a 
priority of lB(l). For an actual contingency, concurrence for 
deployment of the DoD National Media Pool may be obtained from 
the White House which could result in an even higher airlift 
priority, depending on the specific circumstances. 

0581-1 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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e. Volume I of the Joint Operation Planning System (JOPS) 
states "CINCs should be prepared to host the DoD Media Pool 
during the initial stages of operations." 

f. DoDD 5122.5, "Assistant Secretary of Defense (Public 
Affairs)," requires the ASD:PA to coordinate "instructions that 
have operational implications" (e.g., airlift for the DoDD 
National Media Pool) with the Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
vice the CINCs as recommended by MAC in their JULLS input. 

g. No one in OASD:PA directed the "bumping" of passengers 
from the first deployment mission for FTX Golden Pheasant 88. 

7. LESSON LEARNED: 

B. RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

a. OASD:PA will work with JSIJ-4 to develop a mutually 
agreed SOP for requesting airlift for all DoD National Media 
Pool deployments (completed). 

b. OASD:PA will work with DJS-PA to develop a written 
Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) to enter information 
regarding the deployment of the DoD National Media Pool into.the 
public affairs paragraph 9f the various JCS orders issued by JCS 
under JOPS Volume IV. This action will effectively serve to 
coordinate the deployment with affected commands such as the 
supported CINC, USTRANSCOM, and MAC. It will also provide the 
supported CINC information necessary to enter the requirement 
for the deployment into JDS. SOP is written and approved within 
OSD. DJSPA has it for approval and entry into JOPES. 

9. COMMENTS: JCS 220009Z Mar 85, "Logistic Support for DoD 
Public Affairs Media Pool," states supported commanders are 
responsibile for planning logistic support for the pool out of 
existing exercise or contingency funds, including inter-theater 
airlift. Funding appears to remain an issue. OASD:PA will take 
action to ensure funding for airlift is resolved permanently. 

Completed. Funding issue permanently resolved. 

10. (U) MILESTONES: BASELINE FORECAST ACTUAL 

( 1) IDENTIFY PROBLEMS 03131188 03131188 03131188 
( 2) IDENTIFY SOLUTIONS 11101188 11101188 11101188 
( 3) PUBLISH FINAL SOPS 03131189 03131190 I I 
( 4) COMPLETE ACTION 06130189 06130190 I I 
( 5) VALIDATE SOLUTIONS 12130189 12130190 I I 
( 6) CLOSE RAP 12129189 I I I I 

11. (U) VALIDATE IN EXERCISE: Reschedule. 

12. (U) RECOMMENDATION: Retain. 
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JULLS REMEDIAL ACTION PROJECT (RAP) REPORT 

RAP No: 608 , JULLS No: 10558-00208 (00608), Last _Update: 01/05/90 

1. (U) TITLE: DoD Media Pool Activites. 

2. (U) OPR: OASD(PA), CDR THOMAS, 223-1076, (202)693-1076. 

3. (U) KEYWORDS:. 

4. (U) SOURCES: 

a. 03060-36657 ELIGIBLE RECEIVER89-1/09 by OASD (PA). 
b. 03061-73861 ELIGIBLE RECEIVER89-1/79 by OASD (PA) . 
c. 03058-18455 ELIGIBLE RECEIVER89-1/80 by OASD (PA) . 

5. (U) PROBLEM: The JTF would not permit on-scene, post 
hostilities media pool coverage, provided misleading information 
to the media pool and lacked guidance on how to host the DoD 
Media Pool. 

6. (U) DISCUSSION: The DoD Media Pool is a relatively new 
concept. With National Command Authority approval, the DoD 
National Media Pool deploys at DoD expense to report on military 
operations. The media pool is a DoD effort to improve public 
understanding and thereby gain greater public acceptance of the 
government's actions through expanded media access to the 
operation. The JTF did not understand the National Command 
Authority's media pool objectives and did not, therefore, see 
the need to bring the media pool forward as soon as the 
objective airfield was reasonably safe. During a press 
conference, members of the media pool were given information 
that was not factual and had several inconsistencies. This left 
the JTF with a continuing credibility problem. 

During contingency operations the JTF becomes responsible 
for hosting the media pool, and achieving the National Command 
Authority's objectives in deploying the pool. The JTF 
commander, working through his public affairs liaison, must 
maintain control of the media pool's itinerary. For operational 
security reasons, media pool access to communications is 
controlled and report contents screened to avoid an inadvertent 
compromise. However, the goal is for media pool members to file 
more accurate and timely stories than would be possible without 
DoD and JTF assistance. 

7. (U) SOLUTION: The Office of the Assistant secretary of 
Defense (Public Affairs) issue a DoD directive on national media 
pool operations. The directive should serve as a single source 
for CINes and Task Force commanders on how to host and manage a 
medi~ool. 

8. (U) STATUS RECOMMENDATION: Retain. 

9. (U) COMMENTS: Compiled from three separate JULLS from 
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CMC WASHINGTON DC 

UNCLAS·SECTION Ot OF 02 
SUBJECT: 000 NATIONAL MEOlA POOL PLANNING ~EOUI~EMENTS 

THE RECENT 000 NAT'ION&L MEOU POOL DEPLOYMENT TO PANAMA FOR 
OPERATION JUST CAUSE WAS ITS Fl~ST DEPLOYMENT TO COVER &N ACTUAL 
:OMBAT OPERATION. A DOD ANALYSIS OF THE DEPLOYMENT, WHICH INCLUDED 
:OMMENTS FROM THE REPORTERS IN THE PANAMA POOL. THE COMM&NOS 
:NVOLVEO. ANO THE MILITARY ESCORTS, REVEALED SEVERAL &~EAS THAT 
NEED TO BE IMPROVED IN THE OPERATIONAL PLANNING PROCESS &NO 
G:VERNING POLICIES FDA THE POOL. 
:. 7HE DOD NATIONAL MEDIA POOL WAS DEVELOPED BY THE DEPARTMENT 
c; DEFENSE BECAUSE OF PROBLEMS IN HANDLING MEDIA ASPECTS OF THE 
•<ENAOA OPERATION. AFTER THAT OPERATION, 7HE CHAIRMAN OF THE 
"CINT CHIEFS OF STAFF CONVENED THE SIDLE PANEL TO DETERMINE HOW 
2EST TO ACCOMMODATE THE LEGITIMATE NEEDS OF THE MEOlA TO REPORT 
:N MILITARY OPERATIONS. THE PANEL CONCLUDED THAT MILITARY 
:oERATIONS SHOULD HAVE OPEN MEOlA COVERAGE WHENEVER POSSIBLE. 
~owEVER, FOR OPERATIONAw SECURITY, IT SUGGESTED ESTA!LISHING A 
5~ALL POOL OF MEDIA TO COVER AN OPERATION UNTIL OPEN COVERAGE 
:OULO !E ARRANGED. CONSEQUENTLY, IN t9B5. THE SECRETARY OF 
~EFENSE ESTABLISHED THE DOD NATIONAL MEDIA POOL. CONSISTING OF A 
SMALL CONTINGENT OF MEDIA WHICH REMAINS ON ALERT IN WASHINGTON, 
O.C., ANO IS AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE. WOALOWIOE DEPLOYMENT. 
3. THE GREN&OA &NO PANAMA OPERATIONS CLEARLY REVEALED THE MEDIA'S 
NEED FDA ANO ACCESS TO lNFOAM&TlON. DURING THE FIRST 2• HOURS OF 
THE GRENADA ACTION. MORE THAN 600 REPORTERS ATTEMPEO TO GAIN 
ACCESS TO THE DPEA&TION. IN PANAMA, MORE THAN BOO REPORTERS 
EVEWTUALLY ARRIVED ON• SCENE. IN BOTH CASES. THE LARGE NUMBER OF 
"OURNALISTS OVERWHELMED THE ASSETS AVAILABLE TO SUPPORT THEM. 
ALTERNATIVELY. THE NATIONAL MEDIA POOL, CONSISTING OF UP TO •& 
MEOlA AND 3 ESCORT OFFICERS. IS STRUCTURED TO PROVIDE MEDIA 
COVERAGE OF MILITARY ACTIVITIES UNTIL THE COMMAND HAS HAD TIME TO 
~oAEILIZE THE SITUATION AND ESTAELISH OPEN MEO!A COVERAGE. ONCE 
OPEN COVERAGE IS ACHIEVED. THE POOL IS TO EE OlSBANOEO. 

ALTHOUGH THE MEDIA WAS DEPLOYED CURING OPERATION ~UST CAUSE. 
:: w~S UNABlE TO COVER MILITARY ACTION UNTIL TME SECOND CAY 
AND. :ONSEOUENTLY, 010 NOT PERFORM AS OLANNEO. THE ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE !PUBLIC AFFAIRS) ANO THE JOINT STAFF ARE 
WORKING TOGETHER TO EVALUATE &NO SOLVE THE PROBLEMS THE MEOlA 
POOL EXPERIENCED DURING OPERATION UUST CAUSE. THOSE SOLUTIONS 
WILL BE INCORPOA&TEO INTO A NEW 000 DIRECTIVE ON THE NATIONAL 
MEOlA POOL wHICH WILL BE FOAW&AOEO TO ALL COMMANDS AND THE SERVICES 
FOR STAFFING IN THE NEXT FEW MONTHS. UNTIL IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
NEW INSTRUCTION. THIS MESSAGE CONTAINS THE BASIC GUIDANCE TO BE 
USED IN PLANNING FOR &CCOMMOOATING A 000 MEOlA POOL CURING BOTH 
EXERCISE •NO CONTINGENCY OPERATIONS. 
E COMMANDERS ARE REMINDED THAT MILITARY ACTIONS IN GRENADA &NO 
PANAMA DEMONSTRATED THAT OTHERWISE SUCCESSFUL OPERATIONS ARE NOT 
TOTAL SUCCESSES UNLESS THE MEDIA ASPECTS ARE PAOPEP.LY HANDLED. 
EOTH OPERATIONS, ALTHOUGH SUCCESSFUL. PAOOUCEO SOME UNFAVORABLE 
ANO OFTEN INCORRECT NEWS STORIES. WHICH OETR&CTEO FROM THE 
CPERATION. 
6. COMMANDERS ARE ~EMINOEO THAT THE MEOlA ASPECTS OF MILITARY 
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JCSISC TUBE IMMEDIATELY TO OJS-PA//TUBE TO NMCC CURING NON•OUTY HOURS 
NMCC PASS THIS MESSAGE TO DJS:PA/1//SECOEF CABLES PASS TO OSO:PA//1// 
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.JOINT STAFF 

INFO SERVICE CENTER 

O~ERATIONS ARE IMPORTANT. WILL GET NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL 
ATTENTION. AND WARRANT YOUR PERSONAL ATTENTION. •S STATED IN THE 
•OINT OPERATIONAL PLANNING GUIDANCE, ~CPS VOLUME :v. PLANNING FOR 
"HE COO NATIONAL MEOlA POOL IS A REQUIREMENT FOR ALL CONTINGENCY 
PLANS. ACCITIONALLY. SUCH PLANNING SHOULD BE INCORPORATED INTO ALL 
PlAT I SIGNIFICANT MILITARY EXERCISES (EXCEPT FOR CPX, NUCLEAR 
ACCIDENT/INCIDENTS. •NO COMBINEO/~OINT SPECIAL OPERATIONS 
<xERClSES/FTX · S I. MEDIA COVERAGE AND POOL SUPPORT REQUl REMENTS 
MUST BE PLANNED SIMULTANEOUSLY WITH OPERATIONAL PLANS AND SHOULD 
•DCRESS ALL ASPEC!S OF OPERATIONAL ACTIVITY. INCLUDING DIRECT 
~OM!AT, MEDICAL. PRISCNER·OF•WAR. REFUGEE. EQUIPMENT REPAIR, 
REFUELING AND REARMING. CIVIC ACTION. AND STABILIZATION ACTIVITlES. 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS ANNEXES SHOULD RECEIVE COMMAND ATTENTION WHEN 
FORMULATING AND REVIEWING ALL SUCH PLANS. 
7 COMMANDERS ARE REMINDED THAT HOST NATION SENSITIVITIES 
SHOULD BE CONSIDERED IN PLANNING TO RECEIVE THE NATIONAL MEDIA 
POOL. COMMANDERS SHOULD WORK CLOSELV WITH THE COUNTRY TEAM TO 
EFFECT APPROPRIATE HOSt NATION COORDINATION. 
8. rHE NEXT OEPLOYMENT OF THE NATIONAL MEOlA POOL MAY OCCUR AT 
ANY TIME TO EITHER AN EXERCISE OR REAL•WORLC CONTINGENCY OPERATION. 
AS A MINIMUM rHE POOL WILL REQUIRE THE FOLLOWING THEATER SUPPORT: 

A. OAILY. COMPREHENSIVE. UNCLASSIFIED OPERATIONAL BRIEFINGS 
'OR POOL PERSONNEL. , 

e. ACCESS ro AREAS OF ONGOING COMBAT/EXERCISE OPERATIONS. ~HE 
~EOIA REALIZE AND ACCEPT rHERE lS AN ELEMENT OF RISK INVOLVED IN 
~=COMPANYING MJL:!4RY CQQCES INTO COMBAT. i~EJR PERSONAL SAFETY 
:s NOi A REASON :oR EXCLUDING !HEM 'u AN ~REA OF ONGOING OPERATIONS. 
[5SENr!ALLY. ~HE GOAL SHOULD BE TO TREAT REPORTERS AS MEMBERS OF 
-~E UNITS. AL•OWING THEM TO MOVE WITH THE UNITS. WIT~OUT RECKLESSLY 
[!POSING THEM TC MOSTlLE FIRE. WHENEVER POSSIBLE. ri-<EIR COVERAGE 
S~OULO BE FROM PCSiriCNS OF RE6SCNABLE SlFETY. 

C. REASONABLE ACCESS ro ~EY COMMAND AND STAFF PERSONNEL. 
••L INFORMATION G;VEN CUT !Y THESE PERSONNEL WIL~ SE UNCLASSIFIED 
AND ON THE RECORD. 

0. AN OFFICER FROM THE SUPPORTED COMMAND IN THE GRADE OF 0•5 
OR 0·6 TO COORDINATE MEDIA POOL REQUIREMENTS. THIS OFFICER WOULD 
NORMALLY BE THE COMMAND PAC. AND SHOULD BE INTIMATELY FAMILIAR 
wiTH MEOlA POOL OPERATIONS. THE ONGOING OPERATION. AND PARTICIPATING 
COMMANDS. THIS OFFICER SHOULD HAVE IMMEDIATE AND UNRESTRICTED ACCESS 
TO THE COMMANDER TO RESOLVE MEDIA POOL PROBLEMS AS THEY ARISE. 

E. ITINERARY PLANNING THAT WILL ENABLE MEDIA POOL MEMBERS TO 
OISPERSE THROUGHOUT THE COMBAT AREA IN ORDER TO PROVIDE BALANCED 
~OVERAGE OF OPERATIONS. AND TO REGROUP PERIODICALLY TO SHARE 
:NFORMATICN AND FILE STORIES. COMMANDS SHOULD PLAN FROM THE 
ONS{T OF THE OPERATION TO DIVIDE THE POOL INTO SMALL ELEMENTS .OF 
FOOM 1 • 3 PERSONS. TO DISPERSE THOSE ELEMENTS THROUGHOUT THE 
AREA OF OPERATION TC FACILITATE COVERAGE OF rHE ENTIRE OPERATION. 
TO PERICCICALLY RETURN THEM TO A CENTRAL LOCATION TO POOL THEIR 
MATERIAL. •NO rHEN rc RETURN THEM TO THE OPERATIONAL AREA SO THAT 
"HEY MAY CONTINUE COVERING THE CPERAT!CNAL ACTIVITIES. THIS 
ET 
UNCLAS FI~AL SECTION CF 02 
CYCLE SHOULD BE REPEATED THROUGHOUT THE DEPLOYMENT. AT A MINIMUM 
OF ONCE A CAY . 

F: COOPERATION FROM ALL FORCES PARTICIPATING IN THE OPERATION/ 
EXERCISE ON A NCT·TC·INTERFERE BASIS. NEWS MEOlA REPRESENTATIVES 
MAVE A LEGITIMATE ROLE TO FULFILL IN A COMBAT AREA. SINCE THE 
EARLIEST CAYS OF OUR NATION. THEY HAVE HELPED THE MILITARY SERVICES 
AND THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE KEEP THE AMERICAN PUBLIC INFORMED 
OF THE ACTIVITIES OF THE U.S. ARMED FORCES. 
9. SUPPCRTEC COMMANDERS WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR PLANNING ~CGISTICAL 
SUPPORT FOR POOL ANC ESCORT PERSONNEL OUT OF EXISTING EXERCISE OR 
CONTINGENCY FUNDS. THE NATIONAL MEOlA POOL MAY CONSIST OF UP TO 
16 MEOlA PERSONNEL AND t ESCORT OFFICERS 12 nco. 1 ~CSI. REQUIRED 
SUPPORT MAY INCLUDE. BUT MAY NOT EE LIMITED TO: 

A. EXIST;NG CONTINGENCY/EXERCISE AIRLIFT FROM CONUS TO AREA 
OF OPERATIONS OR EXERCISE AND RETURN. 

B. THEATER GROUND. SEA. AND AIR TRANSPORTATION TO ALLOW FOR 
POOL COVERlGE OF OPERATIONS. 

C. MESSING AND BILLETING ON A REIMBURSABLE BASIS. 
C. !SSUANCE OF ANY GEAR CONSIDERED APPROPRIATE TO THE 

~ITUATION <E.G .. HELMETS. CANTEENS. FLAK VESTS, ETC.). 
E. ACCESS TO COMMUNICATIONS FACILiriES TO FILE SrCRIES ON AN 

EXPEDITED EASIS. 
F. MEDICAL SUPPORT AS REQUIRED. 

'0. COMMANDS ARE ENCOURAGED TO RETRANSMIT rHIS MESSAGE TO 
SUBORDINATE COMMANDS AND UNITS. . 
•1. THE COO MEOlA POOL PCINT OF CONTACT lS LCCR GREGG HARTUNG, 
USN. AV 223-•074, CCMM 1202) 693•1074. MESSAGE ADDRESS: SECCEF 
wASHINGTON CC//OASO:PA•CPL//. ST 

COPV NUMBER•···•••• 



March 20, 1990 

MEMORANDUM FOR CORRESPONDENTS 

On January 8, 1990, Pete Williams, the Assistant Secretary 
of Defense for Public Affairs, asked Mr. Fred Hoffman to research 
the facts surrounding the DoD National Media Pool deployment to 
Panama in conjunction with Operation JUST CAUSE and to provide 
his findings and recommendations. 

In the report, Mr. Hoffman gives an account of the opera
tion, offers his observations about what happened, and makes 17 
recommendations he believes would improve future media pool 
operations. 

Some of the recommendations -- numbers 5, 6, 7, 8, and 10 -
will be implemented immediately. Others -- numbers 1~ 3, 4, 9, 
11, and 17 are agreed to in principle but require some refine
ment. The remaining recommendations, numbers 2, 12, 13, 14, 15, 
and 16 are under consideration and will require further consider
ation and coordination with the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the Uni
fied Commands, and the media pool members. 

The Department of Defense is committed to the National Media 
Pool and will make every effort to use the pool in a way that 
serves the interests of informing the American people about 
military activities. 

-end-
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Southern Command PAOs failed to provide regular operational briefings for the pool :o k~~::
it informed of developments all through Panama. There was only one such brie:ing. more :~l~ 
1-l hours into the pool's four-day deployment. 

~alfunctioning fax equipment and understaffing at the Pentagon. plus communications 
problems at the Southern Command Media Center in Panama, caused serious delays in getting 
out print pool repons and still photos. 

The decision to send a news pool from Washington was highly questionable. The story 
could have-and, in my opinion, should have··been covered by a pool formed from U.S. news 
personnel already in Panama. 

Such a pool could have been put in place before American forces anacked. It could have 
bad a front-row view of the assault on Noriega's main headquarters, the Commandancia, a 
sbon distance down the bill from Southern Command beadquaners on Quarry Heights. Some 
locally-based U.S. news personnel could have been pre-positioned to cover attacks on other key 
objectives as well. 

Colonel Ron Sconyers, then the Southern Command's Public Affairs Officer, suggested to 
Williams that the story could be covered by a pool drawn from American news personnel 
already in Panama-·persoMel with whom he bad worked. Sconyers had mustered such a pool 
many times before on smaller operations without any security breach. 

It should be noted here that the Pentagon pool was established to enable U.S. news 
personnel to repon the earliest possible action in a U.S. military operation jn a remote area 
where there was no other American press presence. Panama did not fit that description. 

But Williams, following discussions with Cheney, sent the aational pool from Washington. 

It appears that a key reason for this decision was what Cheney later described in an 
interview as a "desire to avoid being criticized for not using it" in the Panama situation. 

As it turned out, the Pentagon pool landed in Panama about four bours after U.S. troops 
launched their attacks on key tlrJetS. · 

Even then, whatever helicopter lift Southern Command PAOs could round up was swiftly 
snatched away_ for higher priority operational purposes. Ground transportation was deemed 
too risky bec1use of sniping. Also, the Bridge of the Americas which spans the Panama Canal 
was closed for hours on the first day of the operation. 

The helicopter situation eased after about 36 hours, but the story was rapidly winding 
down by that time. · 

From the outset, the newsmen and women iii the pool met one frustration after another. 

PAOs in Panama unwittingly fed the pool's justified irritation by hauling its members to 
some "events" that bad nothing to do with the fighting they so badly wanted to see and 
rep on. 

As a result, there were suggestions that the pool was being manipulated to serve the Bush 
Administration's political and diplomatic interests. 



.. 

Army Lieutenant General Carl W. Stiner. who commanded all the combat troops in :he 
invasion. said he could have received a smaller pool at Ft. Bragg, ~C. and taken it with hi~ :o 
Panama ahead of the paratroop deployment. It could have bee:1 brie:'ed. sequestered ;;r.c 
positioned to wimess the opening of the attack, said Stiner, who flew to Panama on ~fondly. 
Dec. I 8. The assaults began early Dec. 20. 

Stiner's scenario would have required a much earlier callout of the pool. It actually was 
mustered the evening of Tuesday, Dec. 19. 

In fact, the pool question still was being discussed in the White House Oval Office as late 
as Tuesday afternoon and a "go" order wasn't given by Williams to his staff and the Southern 
Command PAO until about S pm that day for a 7:30pm callout stan--only 5 1/2 hours 
before H-hour. 

Major General Will Roosma suggested that, in the future, the Pentagon media pool 
members should exercise several times a year with airborne troops in conjunction with periodic 
Emergency Deployment Readiness Exercises. In that way "they become pan of the team" and 
gain experience, said Roosma. who is Stiner's deputy in command of' the 18th Airborne Corps. 

>More frequent pool exercises-the pool wu called out oaly once last year prior to the 
Panama deployment-might well serve to implant necessary ground rules and prescribed 
procedures more deeply in the minds of' pool members and their bureau chief's, particular! y 
those new to pool duty. 

Periodic pool exercises with various elements of' the armed forces, especially those with 
quick reaction missions, would help accustom line outfits to contact with news people. 

There was a breach of' OPSEC rules by staff members of' Time magazine's Washington 
bureau reached at a Christmas party during the Pan am• pool callout on the evening of Dec. 19. 
only a f'ew hours before the pool was due to take off from Andrews Air Force Base, MD. 

This breach resulted from an open discussion at the party about who would go for Time-
an assignment that should have been established by the bureau chief' in advance. M Tune 
bureau chief Stanley Ooud acknowledged: •More people knew than should have known." 

But that secrecy rule violation likely could have been avoided if' the Tune bureau chief had 
been notified at his office during daytime buSiness hoiD'S-something made impossible because 
of' the high leVel Pentagon decision to delay the callout until after the evening news broadcasts 
on TV. 

So f'ar as I could determine, the Tune violation_ did not compromise the operation. 

Some of' the key problems that eventually burdened the pool had their genesis in 
overs!\ss on secrecy and subsequent fumbles 11 the Pentagon and the Southern Command in 
November. 

As a consequence, about 'a month of possible planning time was lost and, when Operation 
Just Cause was mounted, there was no public affairs plan. 



. If the nonnal planning process had been carried out, it is quite likely that some oi the 
problems which cropped up for the pool during Operation Just Cause would've been 
anticipated. A careful plan would have provided for eannarking helicopters to move :he ~oo:. 
for dedicating aircraft to carry photographic and other pool products to the ~nited States. 
and for adequate communications facilities to accommodate not only the pool. but the 
hundreds of other reponers and photographers who flooded into the country. 

The Southern Command did have a contingency plan for accommodating the pool. but its 
provisions were very general What wu needed wu a specif1C plan tailored to the upcoming 
operation. · 

As Major General Roosma of the 18th Airborne Corps said, "a public affairs annex to an 
operational plan must be written in great detail." 

., 

"''be time to prepare such a plan is not during great crisis, but before hand," Roosma said. 

The (U'St discussion of a possible pool to cover the Just Cause Operation came on Sunday. 
December 17, in a meeting at which President Bush presided in his study. That was the 
meeting that produced the decision to send American aoops into Panama. 

Cheney said the Depanment of Defense pool would be activated to go in with the initial 
forces, according to White House spokesman Marlin Fitzwater, who wu present. Bush asked 
whether the pool would come from Wuhington or would be organized in Panama. The 
President wu told it would come from Washington, Fitzwater said. Bush indicated concern as 
to whether this could be done while still protecting operational security. 

The issue came up again at the White House on Tuesday afternoon, 10 hours or so before 
the operation was due to stan. Vice President Quayle asked if the pool couldn't be organized 
in Panama rather th!'-" being dispatched from Washington, Fitzwater said, adding: 

•No one bad a good answer u _to why it bad to come from Washington." 

According to this ICCOWit, Bush and Quayle remained skeptical that the pool would be able 
to maintain secrecy. 

In the last ·ualysis, Fitzwater said, •the President left it up to him (Cheney)." 

Meanwhile OD Monday morning, w;mams said be was called to Cheney's office and told 
that the President bad decided to proceed with an Qperation against Noriega and that a pool 
would be used to cover it. 

·vou can't mention this to anybody," Williams quoted Cheney u telling him. 

Williams said be bad seven! conversations with Qeney OD Mouday and Tuesday. 

"''bere was never any doubt in anyone's mind that there was going to be a pool," Williams 
said. 



The Pentagon chief made it clear it was basically his decision. but Williams obviously was :n 
full agreement. 

. 
"We decided 7:30pm was a good time to call it out,'' Williams said. 

"I never suggested an earlier callout." he said when asked about this. 

General Colin Powell, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, recalled the White House 
discussion about the pool on Tuesday and said "the final judgement was made in the Oval 
Office and that was that we ought to have a pool." 

Did Powell make any recommendations to Cheney or Williams on how and when the pool 
should be called out? The four-star general said he was "left out of the pattern" in this 
regard, that he discussed the pool with Cheney "in only the most general terms" a~d that "I 
left it up to Pete Williams." 

Lieutenant General Tom Kelly, the Joint Staff Director of Operations, said "we did.n' t 
play any role" in the framing of the civilian decisions on the pool callout. 

Williams said he didn't hear from senior military leaders on the question of the timing of 
the pool deployment. 

Bound by a secrecy rule laid down by Cheney, Williams informed only two members of his 
staff on Monday, December 18, of the upcoming operation and the likelihood of a news pool 
being formed to cover iL These two were Deputy Assistant Secretary Bob Taylor and Major 
John Smith, Williams' Military Assistant. 

It wasn't UDtil the next mornii!g that Williams brought his own planning staff into the 
process and several hours after that on Tuesday that Williams began discussions with Southern 
Command PAO Sconyers about a probable pool 

Therefore, more than 24 hours of immediate planning time was losL 

Taylor was set to work gathering information to refresh Williams' knowledge of pool 
callup procedures and similar matters. Smith, who had served in the Southern Command, 
provided information on the public affairs setup down there. 

There was some "brainstorming," as Smith described it. but apparently no detailed . 
planning on dw Monday. 

The oaly coaversation outSide the small circle of knowledge in Williams' office came about 
midday on Monday. It was initiated by mid-level officers from the Joint Staff who wanted to 
discuss possible airlift arrangements for a media pool deployment. These discussions were 
inconclusive because options offered from the Joint Staff would have landed the pool in 
Panama about 12 hours after the aaacks opened. 

Even after Wllliams brought in his planning staff to start detailed preparations on 
Tuesday, debate over whether to use a Panama-based pool or send one from Washington 
lingered into the afternoon. 
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big influx of newsmen and women. He was offered additional help early on. but declined ar :!':~ 
time. 

The upshot was that he found himself spending much of his time and energies in arranging 
billeting, food and other necessary services for hundreds of news people. To that extent. he 
was divened from serving the pool. 

Back in WashingtOn. Colonel Alexandraltos, head of OASD(PA)'s Plans division, and some 
of his staff began the callout as ordered atabout 7:30 pm Tuesday. Pool members were 
'Supposed to repon to Andrews. AFB by 9:30pm for a planned departure at II pm. 

Immediately, the Plans officers manning the phones ran into difficulties in getting the 
word to some of the news people on the pool roster. 

Some of this difficulty could be attributed to the fact that the callout came during the 
week before Christmas when there were news staff parties and there were news people on 
vacation. 

The situation wasn't helped by apparent confusion in the callout process at the Pentagon. 

Alexandraltos said he was ordered by Deputy Assistant Secretary Taylor in mid-callout to 
expand the pool by going back to all the wire services and inviting each to send a reponer and 
a photographer. 

Taylor said in an interview Alexandraltos apparently had riot understood that there were 
supposed to be slots on the pool for rwo representatives of each of the three wire services. 
Thar decision was made earlier on Tuesday, Taylor said. 

The pool already had been expanded in an unprecedented way when Wi11iams offered NBC 
the opportunity to bring along on the flight to Panama a satellite uplink dish which, together 
with its associated equipment, weighed more than a ton. 

NBC arranged for that satellite dish and rwo technicians with an outside company which 
provides such services. 

In effect, this add-on widened the radius of knowledge outside the normal pool. It created 
the poten·tial for an OPSEC breach by technicians who never had been involved in pool 
activities and Dever bad been subjected to the discipline of OPSEC ground rules. The satellite 
upllnlt. howewr, did help the NBC correspondent, Fred Francis, in beaming his broadcasts 
from Pan&""' 1bere is no evidence that the addition of the technicians led to any security 
COlllpiowise. 

As another byproduct of the confusion whic:~ surrounded the callout, the primary pooler 
for one newspaper and his alternate both showed up at Andrews. The alternate, who did not 
make the trip, then called home. Normally this would be a violation of a ground rule. but an 
csconing officer gave permission for the call. 

• 
Apart from the incident at the Time magazine Christmas pany. there was another repon 

of a security breach allegedly involving the pool. 



"Once it became clear that things were not going well. it should have been worked through 
command channels," the JCS Chairman said. ''It never became a matter of discussion for :r.e 
and General Thurman.·· 

When the pool finally did get moving, Alexandralcos and Sconyers kept it in a single unit 
rather than splitting it to cover more of the story. Alexandralcos said the pool was kept 
together because of transportation limitations. It was split into two sections on the second 
day of the operation. 

The firSt time the pool had a chance to get anywhere near any shooting was around 10 am 
when Sconyers managed to get a helicopter back and the group was flown to Ft. Amador. 
across the bay from Quarry Heights and the main pan of Panama City. 

Here is the way that Ken Merida of the Dallas Morning News described what the pool 
found there: 

"Even at Ft. Amador, a military installation shared by the United States and Panama under 
the Panama Canal Treaties, the action was largely over. U.S. uoops had repea~y shelled the 
barracks of the Panamanian Defense Forces in the early morning hours when we were still on a 
military transpon plane. All that was left to do was smoke out a few remaining Noriega 
loyalists, none of whom surrendered in our presence." 

While at Ft. Amador, the poolers could see smoke rising from around the battered remains 
of the Commant!ancia in Panama City several miles away. 

"We were told that because of continued· sniper fire on the firSt day it was too dangerous 
for us to visit the neighborhood of Chorillo which housed another of Noriega's headquaners 
and was still burning from beavy shelling by U.S. uoops, • Merida said. 

"It was also too dangerous, we were told, to take a helicopter tour of Panama City." 

This issue of the pool's safety was a sore one. Some members of the pool felt it was 
being used as an excuse by escorts to diven the newsmen and women from hot military action. 

Ueutenant Colonel Ned Longsworth, who was chief escort for the pool at Ft. Amador, 
acknowledged that "I may have been a little too protective at Ft. Amador." Longswonh 
claimed that, 9therwise, safety was not invoked to prevent moving the pool to newswonhy 
sites. . 

But Kathy Lewis, reponer for the Houston Post, said "we were often told we could NOT 
go to a certain area because of concern about snipers or other threats to our safety." 

As for the rejection of poolers' requests to be flown over the city, Longswonh said. "I 
wasn't going to put a helicopter pilot:s life on the line to fly over the city when there still 
was f1re." 

Regardless, Longsworth said, "The pilots advised that they didn't want to fly over 
Panama City. They were still catching rounds. This was not for the safety of the pool. The 
pilots thought it would endanger their ship." 
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:Members of the pool resented what they regarded as special treatment accorded to .. ~BC 
personality Sam Donaldson, who a.rrived with an entourage the day liter the main at:lcks. 

.. 
!-

"When Sam Donaldson a.rrived. it was lilce the President had walked into the media center ... 
said one military escon who shared the pool's feeling of resentment. 

This officer said Sconyers was "given over basically to supporting Sam Donaldson." 

Sconyers and his deputy, Ueutenant Colonel Bob DoMelly, made it clear they were 
unhappy at what they hinted was pressure from Washington to give Donaldson favored 
treatment. 

It is lelf evident that there should never be any special treatment or favoritism for any 
outSide newsmen or women at the expense of the pooL 

"'twas a nightmare." said Army Captain Barbara Summm. 

"The faxing and refaxing operation was 1 nightmare." said the Houston Post's Kathy 
Lewis. 

Both were describing their experiences, thousands of miles apan, in trying to get written 
pool repons from Panama to the Pentagon for dislribution. 

Summers was pan of an undermanned crew at the Pentagon, grappling with a faulty fax 
machine and tonurous telephone communications. 

Lewis was a reponer serving with the media pool in P•n•m•, harried by the same problems. 

While TV and radio newsmen with the pool transmirted their repons without major 
difficulty, the newspaper, wire service and magazine reporterS and still photographers ran into 
obstacle after obstacle. 

The first obstacle IJ'OSC Wednesday morning when the initial writing pool repon was filed 
in Panama to the Pentagon. The fax machine in the Plans office was broken. As 1 result of 
this malfuncti~. the machine was cunin& copy shon at the marlins. 

Sergeant Rhueben Douthiu located a replacement, but then he and other staff members 
had difficulty rading the incoming material. 

The Pentagon staffers then lried to phone the media center at Quarry Heights in Panama 
to clarify the copy. However, sometimes the calls were misdirected by the Quarry Heights 
switchboard and sometimes the phones in the media center went unanswered. It took as long 
as rwo hours to get a call through. 

By this time, bureau chiefs from news organizations represented on the pool were calling 
the Pentagon demanding to know why they weren't getting the pool rcpons from the scene. 
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Cynthia Johnson. Time photographer. told this story: 

"ArrangementS were supposedly made to send :ny Wednesday fiim out on a milita:·y 
aircraft headed.for Dover Air Force Base (Delaware) on Thursday. We had a courier in piace 
to transpon the film to our lab when it arrived. The plane arrived. but the film wasn't on it. 
After much phoning back and fonh in the middle of the night, my film was discovered in 
someone's in-box at Howard Air Force Base." 

Scooyers should have anticipated a need for dediCated aircraft as a backup in the event that 
primary transmission means failed. 

Instead, the only arrangement made was to try to send pool materials back to the States 
on planes already scheduled 10 carry cargo or passengers. 

The problems back at the Pentagon in handling the print pool repons were aggravated by 
the fact that most of the small staff left behind by Alexandraltos was inexperienced in pool 
matters. 

Although Alexandraltos knew Tuesday morning that the media pool might be sent to 
Panama, he failed to make sure that each of his staff knew what they were supposed to do 
when the copy began rolling in from Panama 

To have prepared his staff p10perly over the long term. Alexandrakos should have assigned 
specific tasks to each member and exercised the team periodically. 

Marine Major Shelley Rogers and Captain Summers improvised. They organized themselves 
and two enlisted men into teams of two each so there would be around-the-clock coverage. 
This meant 12-hour shifts. 

Rogers had additional responsibilities-she had 10 work in the Pentagon's Crisis Coordina
tion Center handling messages and other tasks. 

So she had to spread herself thin and this added 10 the burden on the other three. 

Sergeant Douthitt wu the only member of this small team who had experience with the 
pool. When be became awve Tuesday evening of what wu about 10 happen, he pulled out a 
binder containing standan1 operating procedures develOped in the past and gave it to Major 
Rogers. But it was too close to the event for a simple reading of the SOP to prepare 
sufficiently anybody who had not previously handled such responsibilities. 

Examination of the SOP shows a total lack of any provisions far Pentagon handling of 
pool products other than print reports. 

APparently there has never been a requirement laid down by the Pentagon that organiza· 
tions panicipating in the still photo activities of a pool must share their products with photo 
agencies outside the pool. . 

This is a loophole which must be closed. The pool must serve the entire news industry. 
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7. The ASD(PA) should study a proposal by several of the Panama poolers that future pools · 
deploy in two sections. The firSt section would be very small and would inc:lude only 
reponers and photographers. The second section, coming later, would bring in supponing 
gear, such as satellite uplink equipment. 

8. The national media pool should never again be herded as a single unwieldy unit. It should 
be broken up after arriving at the scene of action to cover a wider spectrum of the story and 
then be reassembled periodic:ally to share the reponing results. 

9. The pool should be exercised at least once during each quanerly rotation with airborne and 
other types of military units most likely to be sent on emergency combat missions. 

10. During deployments, there sbonld be regular briefings for pool newsmen and newswomen 
by senior opcrations officers so the poolm will have an up-to-date and complete overview of 
the progress of an operation they are covering. · 

11. There is an ur&ent need for restructuring of the organization which has the responsibility 
for handling pool repons sent to the Pentagon for processing and distribution. The ASD(P A) . 
must assure that there is adequate staffing and enough essential equipment to handle the task. 
The Director of Plans, so long as h.e has this responsibility. should clearly assign contingency 
duties among his staff to ensure timely handling of repons from the pooL Staffers from the 
Administration Office, Community Relations and other divisions of OASD(PA) should be 
mobilized to help in such a task as needed. 

12. The ASD(PA) should give serious consideration to a suggestion by some of the pool 
members to create a new pool slot for an editor who would come to the Pentagon during a 
deployment to lend professional journalism help to the staff officers handling pool repons. 
Such a pool editor could edit copy, question content where indicated and help expedite 
distribution of the repons. 

13. The pool esc:oning system needs overhauling as well. There is no logical reason for the 
Washington-based escorts to be drawn from the top of the OASD(PA) Plans Division. The 
head of that division should remain in Washington to oversee getting out the pool products. 

Pool escons should be drawn from the most appropriate service, rather than limiting 
escon duty to officers of the Plans Division. The individualmned service public: affairs 
offices should be required to assign military officers to the pool on a contingency basis. For 
e:wnple, if it's an Army operation, the escorts should be primarily Army officers. In the 
Panama deployment, the three Washington-based escorts wore Air Force and Navy unifonns in 
what was an overwhelmingly Army operation. 

Escorts should deploy in field uniforms or draw them from field commands soon after 
arriving. The Panama pool escorts wore uniforms befitting a day behind the desk at the 
Pentagon and this, I found, hid a jarring effect on the Army people with whom they dealt. 

14. The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current system by requiring all pool 
panicipant organizations--whether print, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool products 
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20301-1400 

PUBLIC AF'F'AIRS 

Mr. Stanley Cloud 
TIME Magazine Washington Bureau 
1050 Connecticut Ave., N.W. 
8th Floor 
Washington, DC 20036-5334 

Dear Stan, 

APR 1 9 1990 

I received your letter of April 6, and appreciated hearing 
your comments. Although Fred concludes there was no compromise 
of the operation that can be traced to that specific violation of 
operational security, I'm sure you understand that the potential 
for compromise was there. However, I also realize there were 
some extenuating circumstances that made our pool call out espe
cially difficult for you to control. 

A violation of operational security is a serious matter. If 
a service member is found guilty of a security breach,.he or she 
would suffer serious consequences. 

For this reason, when a media organization signs up to 
participate in the DoD National Media Pool, we go to some lengths 
to stress to participants the importance of operational security. 
It is this pledge by the media to abide by certain ground rules 
which is the very cornerstone of the media pool concept. Our 
ground rules, which are reviewed at the bureau chief meeting at 
the beginning of each quarter, state specifically that, "Failure 
to follow these ground rules may result in your expulsion from 
the pool." 

Thanks for your candor in discussing the issue with me, 
Stan. I know that all of you at TIME want to make the pool work, 
and we appreciate your support. 

If you have any questions, do not hesitate to call me. 

Sincerely, 

Pe il iams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 
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TIME 
STANLEY W. CLOUD 

Washington Bureau Chief 

April 6, 1990 

Mr. Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 
Office of Public Affairs 
Room 2-E 800 
The Pentagon 
washington, DC 20301-1400 

Dear Pete: 

1050 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 850 
Wa&hington, D.C. 20038·5334 

202-861-4000 

Thanks for sending me a copy of Fred Hoffman's report. I 
read it with interest, agree with much of it, and look forward 
to the additional discussions you mentioned. 

For the record, however, I feel obliged to point out that 
Hoffman doesn't have it quite right about TIME's alleged 
"breach of OPSEC rules." There was no "open discussion 
at the [Christmas] party about who would go for TIME." Larry 
Barrett and I discussed the matter with two of the correspondents 
whom we had long-since designated to be in the pool. For 
reasons having to do with holiday plans, both asked to be 
excused. Later, Barrett talked to Dick Thompson, who agreed 
to go in their place. Since all these discussions took place 
in a corner of the Kennedy Center restaurant, with only 90 
minutes to go before the deadline for arriving at Andrews, 
they created something of a stir, particularly among the spouses 
of the affected correspondents. Hence, my remark to Hoffman 
that "more people knew than should have known." 

But, given the circumstances surrounding the callup and the 
fact that the entire TIME bureau was in a restaurant when it 
occurred, I insist that, any "breach of OPSEC rules" was not 
only unintentional but, more important, totally unavoidable. 

Sincerely, 

SWC/jrs 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301·1400 

PUBL.IC AFFAIRS 

Mr. William I. Greener 
619 Maple Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 60091 

Dear Bill: 

APR 2 6 199g 

I received your letter of April 4, and would like to thank 
you for your observations and advice. We are working to improve 
any future media pool deployments by implementing suggestions 
made by Fred Hoffman, the Joint Staff, the bureau chiefs and 
others. 

We look forward to seeing you on your next trip to Washing
ton. Until then, I will keep you informed of our efforts to make 
the media pool more effective and appreciate your interest in 
this matter. 

I might add that when I conveyed your comments to Pete 
Alexandrakos he said, "Bill who?" I'm sure his memory will 
improve by the time you come to visit. 

Sincerely, 

Signed 
Pete Williams 
~~~~lr!:Wfs 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 
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April 4, 1990 

Honorable Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1400 

(Public Affairs) 

RE: Review of Panama Pool Deployment 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

Thank you for the report prepared by Fred Hoffman. It 
was as expected hard hitting and very helpful. I had the 
opportunity to briefly discuss the report with Fred last 
Sunday, so the actual report was very welcome. 

While you need more advice like a hole in the head, I 
can't help but remind you that everything in the-report 
boils down to planning, planning, planning. You might 
tell Pete Alexandrakos that I thought I had taught him 
better than that. Seriously, please give Col. Alexandrakos 
my best. 

I told Dick Cheney that I am more than willing to help 
in any way you think would be worthwhile. I will give you 
a call on my next trip to Washington with the hope that we 
can have that long delayed visit. 

Again, my thanks for keeping me advised. All the best, 

sincerely, 

~ 
William I. Greener 
619 Maple Ave. 
Wilmette, Il. 60091 
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

PUBLIC AF'F'AIRS 

Mr. Andrew J. Glass 
Chief of Bureau 
Cox Newspapers 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301·1400 

2000 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Suite 10000 
Washington, DC 20006-1894 

Dear Andy: 

I received your letter of April 4, and would like to thank 
you for your observations. You certainly make some good points. 
We are working to improve any future media pool deployments by 
implementing suggestions made during the course of recent bureau 
chief meetings and also those made by Fred Hoffman, the Joint 
Staff, and many individuals, such as yourself. 

I can assure you that the Secretary of Defense strongly 
supports the pool concept and is personally committed to imple
menting changes necessary to make future pool deployments a total 
success. We will keep you informed of our progress in this area 
and hope that you will remain personally involved in our effort 
to improve the media pool. 

Sincerely, 
Signed 

Pete Williams 
A~.sistant Secretai'Y 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 
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200) PernsyNana AV801. 
Washington, D.C. 2tX.IOI> 

NEWSFl'"PERS T~' 202331-0900;T-
1""l Fax: 202 331·1055 

Andrew J. Glass 
Bureau Chief 

Mr. Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

for Public Affairs 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.,C. 20301-11100 

Dear Pete: 

[u{}f_ }#u-tu"V 

Vr~ ~ C! Je..rttn 
.tu_4~~ 
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Thanks for sending me a copy of Fred Hoffman's report how things went 
with the Pentagon press pool during the Panama operation. It was also good to 
hear that you are moving to fix some of the more glaring problems.. 

Nevertheless, I was disturbed to hear Secretary Cheney tell the newspaper 
editors today that he would always choose protecting military lives over the 
"legitimate interests of the press." 

In the first place, the press has no "legitimate interests." The American 
public, however, does. The pool is there to represent the rest of us. The 
press is there as the eyes and ears of the public. That's our "mission." And, 
if we are not going to go the way of Rome, Pete, i think it's vital that that 
mission be accomplished as well. 

In the second place, the Secretary need never make such a choice. It 
should be possible to devise a plan that safeguards operational security and 
still offers reporters a window. If that means a much smaller pool, so be it: 
even one good reporter is better than none. If that means sequestering people 
for a couple of days, so be it. If a reporter gets hurt, that's too bad. It 
won't be the first time and it goes with the job. 

Sincerely, 

drew J. Glass 
Chief of Bureau 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-1400 

PUBL.IC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Robert Hey 
Bureau Manager 
Christian Science Monitor 
910 16th Street, N.w. 
Washington, DC 20006 

Dear Mr. Hey: 

~1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements .of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether prin~, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Po.ol 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

~-- ifd;::_.--
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301·1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Reg Murphy 
President and Publisher 
Baltimore Sun 
501 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, MD 21278 

Dear Mr. Murphy: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print; still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

~tiL 
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSIST ANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. Z0301·1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Kevin Klose 
Deputy National Editor 
Washington Post 
1150 15th Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20071 

Dear Mr. Klose: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

- fJ;;;:-
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. Z0301·1400 

PUBL.IC AFFAIRS 

Mr. William Beecher 
Washington Bureau Chief 
Minneapolis Star and Tribune 
1627 Eye Street, N.W., Suite 
Washington, DC 20006 

Dear Mr. Beecher: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

800 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print; still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Po·ol 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire U.S. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerel~, 

{:t$t;[i~ 
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, O.C. 20301·1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Ms. Deborah Orin 
Washington Bureau Chief 
New York Post 
1112 National Press Building 
Washington, DC 20045 

Dear Ms. Orin: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products witli all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entfre 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

-
Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

r/\A}VV 
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. Z0301-1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Nick Horrock 
Washington Bureau Chief 
Chicago Tribune 
1615 L Street, N.w. 
Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20036 

Dear Nick: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products witn.all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

Utll~ 
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301·1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Ronald Cohen 
Executive Editor 
USA Today 
1000 Wilson Boulevard 
16th Floor 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Mr. Cohen: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with· all elements of the news industry. Po.ol 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. Z0301·1400 

PUBLIC A F'F A IRS 

Mr. Sam Stanton 
Washington Bureau Chief 
Central Newspapers 
1000 National Press Building 
Washington, DC 20045 

Dear Mr. Stanton: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print; still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely •--... 
") . I itUJAfl~ 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. Z0301·1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Clark Hoyt 
Bureau Chief 
Knight-Ridder Newspapers 
700 National Press Building 
Washington, DC 20045 

Dear Clark: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print·; still photo, TV or radio--to share al.l pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire U.S. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

--~ Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSIST ANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-1400 

PUBLIC AF'F'AIRS 

Mr. Arnaud de Borchgrave 
Editor-in-Chief 
Washington Times 
3600 New York Avenue, N.E. 
Washington, DC 20002 

Dear Mr. de Borchgrave: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Po.ol 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

~-J)P?~· 
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Ms. Kathy Lewis 
Washington Bureau Chief 
Houston Post 
1206 National Press Building 
Washington, DC 20045 

Dear Kathy: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether prin~, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

-
Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

--dtft· 
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Carl P. Leubedorf 
Bureau Chief 
Dallas Morning News 
1012 National Preas Building 
Washington, DC 20045 

Dear Carl: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD{PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products wi tli all elements of the news industry. Po.ol 
participants ·must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and ita main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

-V1t; 
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301·1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Cragg Hines 
Washington Bureau Chief 
Houston Chronicle 
801 18th Street, N.W. 
Suite 603 
Washington, DC 20006 

Dear Mr. Hines: 

1 5 JUN 1990. 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama SS¥S that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

--~~i 
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301·1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Douglas Turner 
Washington Bureau Chief 
The Buffalo Evening News 
1141 National Press Building 
Washington, DC 20045 

Dear Mr. Turner: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print, still photo, TV or radio--to share al·l pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire U.S. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

Jlr/T 
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301·1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 1 5 JUN 1990 

Mr. Steven Kurkjian 
Washington Bureau Chief 
Boston Globe 
2000 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 3800 
Washington, DC 20006 

Dear Mr. Kurkjian: 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

)tJ;i· 
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSIST ANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. Z0301·1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Al Hunt 
Washington Bureau Chief 
Wall Street Journal 
1025 Connecticut Avenue, 
Washington, DC 20036 

Dear Al: 

1 5 JUN 197J 

N.w. 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Po.ol 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire U.S. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

-- fl})r-
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Mr. George Condon 
Managing Editor 
Copley News Service 
1100 National Press Building 
Washington, DC 20045 

Dear Mr. Condon: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether prin~, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Po.ol 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

-
Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

-r~--
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301·1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Howell Raines 
Washington Editor 
New York Times 
1627 Eye Street, N.W. 
7th Floor 
Washington, DC 20006 

Dear Howell: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print; still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

-~--
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301·1400 

PUBLIC AF'F'AIRS 1 5 J u N 1990 

Mr. Robert Adams 
Washington Bureau Chief 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
1701 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 550 
Washington, DC 20006 

Dear Mr. Adams: 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print·, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Bool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301·1400 

PUBLIC AF'F'AIRS 

Mr. Phil Gaily 
Washington Bureau Chief 
St. Petersburg Times 
1414 22ND Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20037 

Dear Mr. Gaily: 

1 5 J UN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

-
Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

-~ 
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301·1400 

PUBLIC AF'F'AIRS 1 5 J u N 1990 

Ms. Barbara Cohen. 
Vice President/Bureau Chief 
CBS 
2020 M Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20036 

Dear Barbara: 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether prin-t; still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

PUBL.IC AFFAIRS 

Mr. David Oziel 
News Director 
UP! Radio 
1400 Eye Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear David: 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-1400 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participan~ organizations-
whether print; still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

Wifr~ 
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Mr. David A. Wieseler 
Bureau Chief 
United Press International 
1400 Eye Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear David: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print; still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

/// ... 
·(~ 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Bruce Russell 
Chief of Bureau 
Reuters 
1333 H Street, N.W. 
Suite 410 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Bruce: 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-1400 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print·, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Mr. George Watson 
Washington Bureau Chief 
ABC News 
1717 DeSales Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20036 

Dear George: 

1 5 JUtJ 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National ~ledia Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301·1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Bill Headline 
Vice President and Bureau Chief 
CNN 
111 Massachusettes Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20001 

Dear Bill: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by re~uiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

-
Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sin~:~t· 
.-- (1/V~ 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-1400 

PUBL.IC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Timothy Russert 
Vice President and Bureau Chief 
NBC 
4001 Nebraska Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20016 

Dear Tim: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices.'' 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this let.ter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-1400 

PUBL.IC AFFAIRS 

Ms. Robin Sproul 
News Director 
ABC Radio 
1717 DeSales Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20036 

Dear Robin: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print; still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

~~-
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301·1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Brad Kalbfeld 
Deputy Director/Managing Editor 
AP Radio Network 
1825 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20006-1253 

Dear Mr. Kalbfeld: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print; still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire U.S. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSIST ANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Ms. Evelyn Thomas 
Manager of Radio News 
CBS Radio 
2020 M Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20036 

Dear Ms. Thomas: 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301·1400 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print·, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

PUBI.IC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Craig Warner 
News Manager 
Mutual/NBC Radio 
1755 South Jefferson 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Mr. Warner: 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301·1400 

1 5 JUN 1990 

Davis Highway 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print., still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire U.S. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

'?1rh I r. . 
)JlFJilV~-

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Jeff Rosenberg 
Executive Producer 
National Public Radio 
2025 M Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20036 

Dear Jeff: 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301·1400 

1 5 J u 1\ \; .... 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print·, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

-
Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

)?d~ 
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301·1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Richard Rieman 
Washington Bureau Chief 
Unistar Radio 
2000 North 15th Street 
Suite 200 
Arlington, VA 22201 

Dear Dick: 

IJ 5 JUN 19~0 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products witli all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, _p;:-· 
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-1400 

PUBL.IC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Larry Liebert ~ 
Washington Bureau Chief 
San Francisco Chronicle 
1085 National Press Building 
Washington, DC 20045 

Dear Larry: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print., still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



. . 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. C.C. 20301·1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 1 5 JUN 1990 

Mr. Jonathan P. Wolman 
Bureau Chief 
Associated Press 
2021 K Street, N.W. 
Suite 600 
Washington, DC 20006 

Dear Jon: 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print~ still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

:'j;it-
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Stanley Cloud 
Bureau Chief 
Time Magazine 
1050 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
8th Floor 
Washington, DC 20036-5334 

Dear Stan: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

-
Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

sinc);r~
~·wA 
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301·1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Evan Thomas 
Bureau Chief 
Newsweek 
1750 Pennsylvania Avenue, 
Washington, DC 20006 

Dear Evan: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

N.W. 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether prin'!;, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire U.S. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

-Jl}A··· 
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Carey English 
Chief of Correspondents 
u.s. News and World Report 
1750 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20006 

Dear Mr. English: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print; still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire U.S. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

:;J;c-
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSIST ANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20301-1400 

PUBL.IC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Jonathan P. Wolman 
Bureau Chief 
Associated Press 
2021 K Street, N.W. 
Suite 600 
Washington, DC 20006 

Dear Jon: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print., still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

:7);:--
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSIST ANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301·1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS _1 5 JUN 1999 

Mr. Robert G. Fichenberg 
Washington Bureau Chief 
Newhouse News Service 
2000 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 3900 
Washington, DC 20006 

Dear Mr. Fichenberg: 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news indust~y. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether prin~, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire U.S. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary cf Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Dave Montgomery 
Washington Bureau Chief 
Capital Cities Communications, 
1717 DeSales Street, N.w. 
Washington, DC 20036 

Dear Dave: 

1 5 J UN 1990 

Inc./ABC 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



As of June 8, 1990 

PROPOSED MEDIA POOL GROUND RULES 

You have been selected to participate as a member of the DoD 
National Media Pool. The ground rules below will protect the 
security of the operation and the safety of the troops involved, 
while allowing you the greatest permissible freedom and access in 
covering the story as representatives of all U.S. media. 

Prior to your departure, do not tell anyone that the pool 
has been activated. This is absolutely essential to preserve 
security in the event of an actual contingency operation. 

You may not file stories or otherwise attempt to communi
cate with any individual about the operation until stories and 
all other information (from videotape, sound bites, photo cut
lines, etc.) have been pooled with other pool members. This 
pooling may take place at a pool member meeting during or immedi
ately following the operation. You will be expected to brief 
other pool members concerning your experiences. Detailed 
instructions on filing will be provided by your military escorts 
at an appropriate time. 

You must remain with the escort officers at all times, 
until released--and follow their instructions regarding your 
activities. These instructions are not intended to hinder your 
reporting and are given only to facilitate movement of the pool 
and ensure troop safety. 

The DoD National Media Pool is a non-competitive pool 
that represents the entire U.S. news industry. Therefore, all 
u.s. news media will have equal access to print, still photo, 
audio and video products resulting from media pool deployments. 

Failure to follow these ground rules may result in your 
expulsion from the pool. 

Your participation in the pool indicates your understand
ing of these guidelines and your willingness to abide by them. 

Additional ground rules developed by the news organizations 
within the pool are attached. 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301·1400 

PUBL.IC A F'F AIRS 

Mr. Patrick Sloyan 
Washington Correspondent 
News day 
1001 Pennsylvania Avenue, 
Suite 1250 
Washington, DC 20004 

Dear Pat: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

N. W. 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pbol 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

-
Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301·1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Andrew J. Glass 
Washington Bureau Chief 
Cox Newspaper 
2000 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 1000 
Washington, DC 20006 

Dear Andy: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print; still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire U.S. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, J4:; ____ _ 
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



26 July 1990 

RESPONSES TO GROUND RULE CHANGE PROPOSAL 

1. ABC RADIO - Robin Sproul 
2. NEW YORK TIMES - Howell Raines 
3. NEWHOUSE NEWSPAPERS - Robert Fichenberg 
4. KNIGHT RIDDER- Clark Hoyt 
5. GANNETT NEWSPAPERS - Ron Cohen 
6. COX NEWSPAPERS - Andrew Glass 
7. SCRIPPS HOWARD NEWSPAPERS- Dan Thomasson 
8. WALL STREET JOURNAL -Albert Hunt 
9. AP - Jonathan Wolman 
10. WASHINGTON TIMES -Arnaud de Borchgrave 
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ABC News 1717 DeSales Street. N W Washington, D. C. 20036 (202) 887-7600 

Robin Vierbuchen Sproul 
Washington Bureau Chief 
Radio 

July 2, 1990 

The Honorable Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1400 

Dear Pete: 

'(} f'L ---

I received your letter regarding the proposed rule changes for the DoD 
National Media Pool. I don't believe there has been a problem in the 
past in sharing audio from the radio pool member among all interested 
parties. However, the word "equal" in the new language could pose 
some serious technical problems in the future. 

If "equal" is construed to mean that any media organization wanting 
access to radio feeds must receive live audio at the same time and 
same quality as the radio network pool, problems arise. The radio 
networks have a Washington-based live audio distribution system in 
place. It does not have add-on capacity at this time. In the past, 
the radio networks have provided taped copies of the radio feeds to 
those requesting them, and we have attempted live feeds to others via 
AT&T toll in Washington, or by telephone (not "broadcast quality"). 

In short, I have no problem with the spirit of the new language. I do 
think, however, that the word "equal" has to be dropped or further 
defined. 

Sincerely, 



-

HOWELl. RAINES 
WuhinglonE<Idor 

lbeNellr!orklbnu 

June 27, 1990 

WASHINGTON BUREAU 
1627 I S'TREET, N.W. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20006 
(2112) 882-0300 

Mr. Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 
(Public Affairs) 
Washington, D.c. 20301-1400 

Dear Pete: 

I agree with your decision on 
sharing of pool information. 
interested to know if you are 
resistance in other quarters. 

the universal 
I would be 
encountering 

I do not recall hearing any dissent in our 
most recent meeting at the Pentagon. 

On another matter, our executive editor, Max 
Frankel, raised the question with me recently 
of whether we should apply for inclusion in 
the pools as a wire service. The New York 
Times is one of several large newspapers or 
chains that maintains its own wire service. 
Presently, ours has 354 domestic clients and 
150 foreign clients, making it one of the 
largest syndicates. I'd be interested in 
knowing your initial thoughts on this. 

Best regards, 



NEWHOUSE NEWS SERVICE 
NEWHOUSE NEWSPAPERS 

SUITE 3900 • 2000 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, NW 

WASHINCTON, D.C. 20006 

(202) 715-0101 TELEX' 0119·2341 

Robert C. Ficbtnbe,. 
~ AND IUIUAU oJIIEF 
DHlECJ' ow.: QOlJ 3U7NJ 

Mr. Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1400 

Dear Pete: 

ANN ARBOR NEWS 
BAY CITY TIMES 
BIRMINGHAM NEWS 
CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER 
FLINT JOURNAL 
GRAND RAPIDS PRESS 
HARRISBURG PATRIOT 
HARRISBURG EVENING NEWS 
HUNTSVILLE TIMES 
JACKSON CITIZEN PATRIOT 
JERSCY JOURNAl. 
M""""-!00 CAZETTf 
MISSISSIPPI PRESS 

MOBILE PRESS 
MOBILE REGISTER 
MUSKEGON CHRONICLE 
NEWARK STAR·I.EDCER 
NEW ORLEANS TIMES..PICAYUNE 
PORTLAND OREGONIAN 
~CINAWNEWS 
SPRINGFIELD UNION-NEWS 
STAnN ISLAND ADVANCE 
SYRACUSE HERALD-JOURNAL 
SYRA.CUSE POST-51.-*.NCMRD 
THE nMES OF TRENTON 

June 19, 1990 

I agree completely with Fred Hoffman's recommendation that the 
guidelines on pool participation be amended to make equal and unrestricted 
access to pool products mandatory for participation in the pool. 

The very nature and definition of a news pool make it obvious that 
members of a pool are agents for their peers, including their competition, 
and anyone who can't live with this well-established concept shouldn't 
be in the pool. 

; 

G. F i ~berg 
and ~::u Chief 

RECIONAL BUREAUS IN ATLANTA, CHICACO AND NEW YORK 



KNIGHT 
RIDDER 
Clark Ho)·t 
Bureau Chief 
(202) 383-6011 

June 20, 1990 

The Hon. Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense, Public Affairs 
Department of Defense 
Washington, DC, 20301-1400 

Dear Pete: 

\\·ashington Bureau 
700 l"ational Press Building 

529 14th Street, l'.W. 
Washington. DC 20045 

(202) 383-6000 

Thanks for your letter and the proposed change in the ground rules 
for the Pentagon national media pool. 

As you might imagine, I'm delighted with the language in the new 
paragraph. It is perfect. 

KRTN continues to want to participate in the photo pool. Please let 
me know how we should proceed on that application. 

Sincerely, 

Clark Hoyt 

cc: Charles Borst, Scott Bosley 



Mr. Pete Williams 

G»NErr 
NEWS SERVICE 

RON COHEN 
Executive Editor 

Assistant Secretary of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Williams: 

I heartily endorse your addition to the National Media Pool ground rules 
concerning its noncompetitive nature. All news organizations that are 
interested should share in the work product of the participants. 
That is precisely what a news pool is and always has been, and I see no 
grounds for changing th.:::t philosophy. 

C_oridally, 

i·_~(~_ "-
Ron Cohen 
Executive Editor 
Gannett News Service 

1000 WILSON BLVD., ARLINGTON, VA 22229-D001 
(703) 276-6382 
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Co~ 
WASHINGTON BUREAU 

2000 Pemsytvaf'l8 Avenue. N w .. Sorte 1 OCOO 
Wasl'l•nQ10n, 0 C 20006·1894 
Tel 202 331-oooo. Teielc 440135 COXBU Ul 

NEWSPAPERS , ... 202331-1055 

Andrew J. Glass 
Bureau Chief 

Mr. Pete Williams 

June 19, 1990 

Assistant Secretary of Defense 
for Public Affairs 

The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1400 

Dear Pete: 

Atlllnla Conltrtulion 
Atlanla Journal 
Austin Amancai'I-S!atesm~n 
Chandlel' Aruonan 
Day!on Daily News 
O.y1on Journal Herald 
Grand Junclion Dl•ly Sentll'll'l 
longview Ol•ly News 
Lon;vteW Worruog Journal 
Lufkm Dally News 
Mesa Tribune 
Chnge Luder 
Palm Belc;f'l Daily News 
Palm Beacf'l Post 
Palm Beach Evenrng Tmes 
Pon Anhuf News 
Spnngheld News-Sun 
Tempe Da•ly News 
WKOTri~ald 
Yuml O.•ly Sun 

..._ YOtk Tmes News Service 

Thank you for your letter of June 15th and the enclosed 
proposed ground rules for the future conduct of Defense 
Department press rules. I appreciate your thoughtfulness 
in including me on your circulation list. 

I regard the new "equal access• clause as a desirable 
reform and welcome its addition to the rules. 

Sincerely, 

Andrew J. Glass 
Chief of Bureau 

AJG:df 
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: STi. !"LO:·R 

iiisl.i SCRIPPS HOWARD 
NEWS SERVICE 

June 19, 1990 

Mr. Pete Williams 

:,;..::-; t: :-:-::-:.: . .:..::s:-:~ 
::::-::o~ 

Assistant Secretary of Defense 
Public Affairs 
Washington, DC 20301-1400 

Dear Pete: 

I thoroughly agree with Fred Hoffman's 
recommendation and support the rule change. 

This is no ordinary assignment, and the 
competitive stance between newspapers and 
television, for instance, should have no 
place here. 

The important thing is to make sure that the 
American public is as informed as possible in 
these grave situations. 

Thanks fa considering me. 

DKT/rms 



THE WALL STREET JOURNAL. DO\f JO:\ES & C'O'IP\\)~ 1\C. 

ALBERT R. HUNT 
WA8HINOTON BUREAU C:Hll:r 

Pete William~> 
AIS!Si!Stant Secretary of Defen10e 
Public Affair~> 
The Pentagon #2E800 
Wa10hington, D.C. 20301-1400 

Dear Pete, 

Publishers 
1CC5 CCN"'ECTI::.UT AVEI'."...;E: N. w. 

5UiiE 600 

WASI-IINGTQr-., D. C. 20C:=.e 

.June 20, 1990 

I've alway'S believed in the general principle~> of !Sharing pool 
information with all legitimate new~> media. Accordingly, I applaud 
you for reaiSISerting that principle. 

If I can be of any other a~>~>i~>tance plea10e let me know. 

-



Ap Associated Press 
Jonathan P. Wolman 
Chief of Bureau 
Washington 

Mr. Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 
Washington DC 20301-1400 

June 19, 1990 

Dear Pete: 

Lc.;p~ H-orN~ -

L~cf:.J I) r1QIIIil4f111J. 

Regarding yrs of June 15 with new ground rules on sharing pool copy. I like your 
proposal just fine. If AP ever received a pool report direct from the field, we 
would immediately FAX it to your office for distribution. 

In fact, we did it that way when Komarow called here during the Panama pool. 

Regards, 

~ 

2021 K Street, N.W., 6th Floor. Washington, D.C. 20006 202 828-6432 



3600 NEW YORK AVENUE. N.E. 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20002 I 202-631>-3300 

June 21, 1990 

The Hon_ Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 
Department of Defense 
Washington, D_C, 20301-1400 

Dear Mr. Williams: 

Thank you for your letter of June 15. 

ARNAUD de BORCHCRAVE 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

I appreciate your request for my input regarding ground rule 
changes. Indeed, your suggestions seem congruous with the 
parameters of others (notably the White House pool). I foresee 
no conflicts with the suggestions you have made. 

Again, thanks for sharing your thoughts. 

ly. 

Arnaud de 

AB:bp 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

PUBL.IC Af"FAIRS 

Mr. Jack Nelson 
Bureau Chief 
Los Angeles Times 
1875 Eye Street, N.W. 
Suite 1100 
Washington, DC 20006 

Dear Jack: 

WASHINGTON, D.C. Z0301-1400 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

-~·· 
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



/. 
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301·1400 

PUBLIC AF'FAIRS 

Mr. Frank Aukofer 
Washington Bureau Chief 
Milwaukee Journal 
940 National Press Building 
Washington, DC 20045 

Dear Mr. Aukofer: 

1 5 JUH till 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print; still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely• 

)YJfV~ 
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



.. 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-1400 

PUBL.IC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Dan Thomasson 
Washington Bureau Chief 
Scripps Howard 
1110 Vermont Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 610 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Dan: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print 1 still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 
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00 00-

SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//ASD{PA}:DPL// 

USCINCCENT MACDILL AFB FL 

INFO CJTFME 

AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI//USIS// 

AMEMBASSY MANAMA//USIS// 

SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//NEA/USIA// 

CNO WASHINGTON DC 

CJCS WASHINGTON DC//PA// 

USS LASALLE 

USS INDEPENDENCE 

USS ANTIETAM 

CHINFO WASHINGTON DC 

SUBJ: PUBLIC AFFAIRS - OPERATION DESERT SHIELD --PERSIAN GULF 

REGIONAL MEDIA POOLS 

1- • SECDEF AND CJCS HAVE APPROVED. A CONCEPT OF REGIONAL 

MEDIA POOL COVERAGE OF u.s. OPERATIONS IN THE PERSIAN GULF, GULF 

OF OMAN AND NORTHERN ARABIAN SEA- THIS COVERAGE WILL BE PROVIDED 

ASD{PA}//ASD{ISA}IA// 

LCDR GREGG HARTUNG, USN, .• 1 
OASD:PA/DPL/GHH/10AUG90/31074/~ 
DISC NO. HARTUNG 90-1 

AUG 1 0 1990 

NIGHT ACTION NOT REQUIRED 

UNCLASSIFIEO 

~-
[)c_dli.S.Sif;'<-d k:;~ 

;tSJ>Cf'fl) 
;~,c~q~ 
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02 00 00 UNCLASSIFIED 

BY EXPERIENCED U.S. NEWS MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES LOCATED IN-THEATER. 

2. {~ THE FOLLOWING PLANNING GUIDANCE IS PROVIDED FOR THE FIRST 

TWO REGIONAL MEDIA POOL EMBARKS: 

A. <e" TWO REGIONAL MEDIA POOLS SHOULD BE CONDUCTED. ONE WILL 

ORIGINATE ON SUNDAY, AUGUST 12, IN DUBAI, UAE, AND WILL TRAVEL VIA 

COD TO THE USS INDEPENDENCE/RON/RETURN TO DUBAI THE FOLLOWING DAY. 

THE SECOND MEDIA POOL EMBARK WILL ORIGINATE ON TUESDAY, AUGUST 14, 

IN BAHRAIN, TRAVEL VIA HELO TO THE USS ANTIETAM AND RETURN TO BAHRAIN 

THE SAME DAY. 

B. {U} FOR PLANNING PURPOSES, THE FOLLOWING MEDIA POOL COMPOSTITION 

IS RECOMMENDED FOR THESE REGIONAL MEDIA POOL DEPLOYMENTS: 

DUBAI POOL 

2 WIRE SERVICE REPORTERS 

1 WIRE SERVICE PHOTOGRAPHER 

3 MEMBER TELEVISION CREW 

1 RADIO CORRESPONDENT 

1 NEWS MAGAZINE REPORTER 

1 NEWS MAGAZINE PHOTOGRAPHER 

3 NEWSPAPER CORRESPONDENTS 

UNCLASSfFt[D 
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03 00 

BAHRAIN POOL 

1 WIRE SERVICE CORRESPONDENT 

1 WIRE SERVICE PHOTOGRAPHER 

2 MEMBER TELEVISION CREW 

1 RADIO CORRESPONDENT 

1 NEWS MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT 

1 NEWSPAPER CORRESPONDENT 

00-
UNCLASSIFIED 

3. {U} NEWS MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES FOR EACH POOL WILL BE SELECTED 

BY USCENTCOM-DESIGNATED FORWARD PAO WITH THE ADVICE OF RESPECTIVE 

USIS BAHRAIN OR USIS ABU DHABI REPRESENTATIVE. THESE PROPOSED 

COMPOSITIONS ARE FOR PLANNING PUROSES ONLY; IF CERTAIN MEDIA ARE NOT 

AVAILABLE FOR EMBARK, THOSE POOL SLOTS SHOULD BE OFFERED TO OTHER 

MEDIA PRESENT IN THE AOR-

4. {U} ALL NMRS SHOULD BE u.s. CITIZENS. 

5· {U} POOL PRODUCTS, BOTH PRINT AND BROADCAST, WILL BE MADE 

AVAILABLE TO ALL INTERESTED u.s. AND FOREIGN MEDIA ON AN 

EQUITABLE, NO-FEE BASIS- MEDIA POOL BUREAU CHIEFS WILL BE 

RESPONSIBLE FOR ENSURING DISSEMINATION OF PRODUCTS IAW THIS 

POLICY. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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04 00 00 -
UNCLASSIFiED 

6- {U} DOD AND AMEMBASSY OFFICIALS ARE AUTHORIZED TO DISCLOSE 

DETAILS OF THESE REGIONAL MEDIA POOL PLANS TO HOST NATION OFFICIALS 

IN ORDER TO OBTAIN PERMISSION TO ENTER/TRANSIT THE HOST COUNTRY AND 

FACILITATE PROCESSING. 

7. {U} ASSUMPTIONS. 

A. {U} PUBLIC WILL BE INFORMED OF DESERT SHIELD OPERATIONS TO THE 

MAXIMUM EXTENT POSSIBLE CONSISTENT WITH OPERATIONAL SECURITY AND 

SAFETY. 

B. {U} GOVERNMENTS OF BAHRAIN AND UNITED ARAB EMIRATES WILL 

AUTHORIZE ENTRY-EXIT VISAS OR NON-OBJECTION CERTIFICATES FOR MEDIA 

REPRESENTATIVES AS REQUIRED. 

8. {U} MEDIA WILL BE SELECTED WITHOUT REGARD TO GENDER, IAW 

LONGSTANDING DOD POLICY. 

9. {U} GROUND RULES. ALL DATELINES MUST BE: QUOTE. IN THE PERSIAN 

GULF- UNQUOTE. OR QUOTE. ABOARD THE USS {FILL IN NAME OF SHIP} IN 

THE PERSIAN GULF· UNQUOTE. THERE CAN BE NO MENTION OF COUNTRY 

OF EMBARK IN REPORTING. NON-SPECIFIC CAPABILITIES OF u.s. PICKET 

STATION SHIPS SHOULD BE BRIEFED AND DISCUSSED. DETAILS OF EMPLOYMENT 

OF SHIPS OR HYPOTHETICAL SITUATIONS WILL NOT BE DISCUSSED· DUE TO 

UNCLASSIFIED 



OS OS 00 00 .. UNCLASSIFIED 

SECURITY CONCERNS, NAMES OF PERSONNEL INTERVIEWED OTHER THAN THE 

COMMANDING OFFICER OF THE SHIP WILL NOT BE RELEASED-

10- {U} FOR USIS BAHRAIN AND USIS ABU DHABI- REQUEST YOU BE PRE

PARED TO PROVIDE BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON u.s. MEDIA IN AREA TO 

ASSIST USCENTCOM-DESIGNATED FWD PAO AND CJTFME IN SELECTING 

POOL MEMBERS- ALSO REQUEST YOUR ASSISTANCE WITH ASSEMBLY AND GROUND 

TRANSPORTATION FOR POOL IF NECESSARY, BEFORE AND AFTER POOL EMBARKS.· 

11- .{U} FILING- FILING FOR THESE POOLS WILL BE THE RESPONSIBILITY 

OF THE MEDIA UPON COMPLETION OF POOL OPERATIONS-

12- {U} REQUEST THAT CJTFME PROVIDE A DETAILED AFTER ACTION REPORT 

ON THESE MEDIA POOLS TO USCINCCENT INFO SECDEF WASHINGTON DC// 

ASHPA}:DPL-

13- {U} OASD{PA} POINT OF CONTACT IS LCDR GREGG HARTUNG, USN 

{202} 693-1074-

DECL OADR 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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UNCLASSIFIED • c ... ~---·-

oo 00 ~ 

SECDEF WASHINGTON DC/ /ASHPA}// 

USCINCCENT MACDILL AFB FL//CCPA// 

INFO CJTFME 

AMEMBASSY RIYADH//USIS// 

SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//NEA/USIA// 

CJCS WASHINGTON DC//PA// 

CSA WASHINGTON DC 

CNO WASHINGTON DC 

CSAF WASHINGTON DC 

CMC WASHINGTON DC 

OSAF WASHINGTON DC//PA// 

USCINCTRANS SCOTT AFB IL//PA// 

CINCMAC SCOTT AFB IL//PA// 

CINCTAC LANGLEY AFB VA//PA// 

CINCFOR FT MCPHERSON GA//FCPA// 

COMUSARCENT FT MCPHERSON GA 

COMUSNAVCENT PEARL HARBOR HI 

COMUSCENTAF SHAW AFB SC 

CG 1 MEF 

ASD{PA}//ASD{ISA}NEA// 

LCDR GREGG HARTUNG, USN 
OASD{PA}:DPL/RD/10 AUG 90/ 
31074/DISC 90-1 

NIGHT ACTION NOT REQUIRED 
MINIMIZE CONSIDERED 

Pete WilliamS 
Ass nt Sec:rel.lWclfOafl 

AUG 1 0 1990 

tP 

UNCLASSIFIED 

D[c/aJr 1f.{J. J,) 
A-SJ>CP It) 

~o rn; ~ 1 



02 00 00 .. 

CHUSMTM RIYADH SA 

CHUSMTM DHAHRAN SA 

CENTCOM FORWARD//PA// 

UNCLASSIFIED 

SUBJ: PUBLIC AFFAIRS - DEPLOYMENT OF DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

NATIONAL MEDIA POOL - OPERATION DESERT SHIELD {U} 

A. CJCS WASHINGTON DC 182305Z MAY 90 

1. ~ THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE AND CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS 

OF STAFF HAVE APPROVED A DEPLOYMENT OF THE DOD NATIONAL MEDIA POOL 

TO PROVIDE COVERAGE OF OPERATION DESERT SHIELD. BECAUSE OF THE 

INITIAL DIFFICULTIES THAT NEWS MEDIA HAVE EXPERIENCED IN ATTEMPTING 

TO COVER u.s. MILITARY OPERATIONS IN SAUDI ARABIA, THIS DEPLOYMENT 

WAS PUBLICLY ANNOUNCED IN WASHINGTON ON 10 AUGUST 90. PLANNING FOR 

THIS DEPLOYMENT SHOULD BE IN ACCORDANCE WITH REF A. THIS MESSAGE 

PROVIDES GUIDANCE FOR DEVELOPMENT OF SPECIFIC PLANS TO ACCOMPLISH 

INDICATED OBJECTIVES· 

2. • CONCEPT OF OPS. THE DOD NATIONAL MEDIA POOL WILL DEPLOY 
-

FROM ANDREWS AFB, WASHINGTON DC ON 11 OR 12 AUGUST 90. THE POOL 

WILL CONSIST OF UP TO 15 U.S.-ONLY MEDIA, TWO DOD ESCORT OFFICERS 

UNCLASSIFIED 



03 00 00 ... UNCLASSIFIED 

AND ONE JCS ESCORT OFFICER. THIS GROUP WILL TRAVEL FIRST TO MCDILL 

AFB TO THE HEADQUARTERS OF USCENTCOM FOR BRIEFINGS/PHOTO OP WITH 

GENERAL SCHWARZKOPF. UPON COMPLETION, THE POOL WILL TRAVEL VIA 

DEDICATED MILITARY AIRLIFT TO RIYADH, SAUDI ARABIA. UPON ARRIVAL ., 

IN AOR MEDIA POOL SHOULD BE GREETED BY THE OPERATION COMMANDER IF 

POSSIBLE AND BRIEFED ON THE OPERATION. AN ITINERARY SHOULD THEN 

BE EXECUTED THAT WILL ALLOW THE POOL TO COVER u.s. MILITARY FORCES 

THROUGHOUT THE AREA. 

3. {U} GROUND RULES. IN ADDITION TO THE STANDARD DOD NATIONAL 

MEDIA POOL GROUND RULES, THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL GROUND RULES WILL 

BE ENFORCED: 

A. {U} THE FOLLOWING CATEGORIES OF INFORMATION ARE CONSIDERED 

NOT RELEASEABLE: 

1. {U} NUMBER OF TROOPS 

2. {U} NUMBER OF AIRCRAFT 

3. {U} NUMBER OF OTHER EQUIPMENT {TANKS, ARTILLERY, ETC.} 

4. {U} NAMES OF MILITARY INSTALLATIONS/GEOGRAPHIC LOCATIONS 

OF u.s. MILITARY UNITS WITHIN SAUDI ARABIA 

s. {U} INFORMATION REGARDING FUTURE OPERATIONS 

UNCLASSIFIED 



04 00 00 .. 

6- {U} INFORMATION CONCERNING SECURITY PRECAUTIONS AT 

MILITARY INSTALLATIONS IN SAUDI ARABIA 

7• {U} NAMES/HOMETOWNS OF U-S. MILITARY PERSONNEL BEING 

INTERVIEWED. COMMANDERS OF UNITS ARE EXCEPTED FROM THIS PROVISION. 

8. {U} PHOTOGRAPHY THAT WOULD SHOW LEVEL OF SECURITY AT 

MILITARY INSTALLATIONS IN SAUDI ARABIA 

9. {U} PHOTOGRAPHY THAT WOULD REVEAL NAME OR SPECIFIC 

LOCATION OF MILITARY FORCES OR INSTALLATION 

4. {U} MEDIA POOL COVERAGE. SHOULD HOSTILITIES OCCUR, POOL 

MEMBERS WILL BE ALLOWED TO OBSERVE, PHOTOGRAPH, AND REPORT ON THE 

SITUATION TO THE FULLEST POSSIBLE EXTENT AS DETAILED IN REF A. 

POOL REPORTS WILL USE SAUDI ARABIA AS DATELINE, WITHOUT MENTION OF 

SPECIFIC LOCATIONS IN THE COUNTRY. 

S. {U} BRIEFINGS. MEDIA POOL MEMBERS SHOULD RECEIVE, AS A MINIMUM, 

ONE UNCLASSIFIED OPERATIONAL BRIEFING EACH DAY OF THE DEPLOYMENT TO 

UPDATE THEM ON THE CURRENT SITUATION AS FAR AS OPSEC PERMITS. 

b. {U} FILING. WRITTEN POOL REPORTS SHOULD BE FILED AT LEAST 

TWICE DAILY VIA SATCOM GEAR DIRECTLY TO.OASD{PA}. NO ATTEMPT WILL 

-UNCLASSIFIED 



OS 00 00- UNCLA~S!F!ED 

BE MADE TO CENSOR NEWS COPY. IF A VIOLATION IS NOTED BY THE 

DESIGNATED CENTCOM SECURITY REVIEW OFFICER DURING THE PROCESS OF 

SECURITY REVIEW OF POOL MATERIAL, IT SHOULD BE POINTED OUT TO THE 

MEDIA POOL MEMBER. IF THE REPORTER CHOOSES TO CHANGE THE TEXT AS 

RECOMMENDED, THE REPORT CAN BE TRANSMITTED AS UNCLASSIFIED. IF THE 

REPORTER CHOOSES NOT TO MAKE A CHANGE, THE DOCUMENT WILL BE 

FORWARDED TO OASD{PA} VIA SECURE MEANS FOR REVIEW AND RELEASE. 

COURIER FLIGHTS MUST BE ARRANGED ON A TWICE DAILY BASIS TO TRANSPORT 

VIDEO/UNDEVELOPED FILM TO A POINT WHERE VIDEO CAN BE UPLINKED AND 

VIDEO/ FILM PICK UP CAN BE ARRANGED BY THE BUREAU CHIEFS. 

7. {U} SECURITY. POOL MEMBERS WILL BE ESCORTED AT ALL TIMES. 

ESCORTS WILL ENSURE PUBLIC AFFAIRS GUIDANCE/GROUND RULES ARE 

FOLLOWED. POOL WILL NOT INTENTIONALLY VISIT ANY SPACE/AREA WHERE 

CLASSIFIED INFORMATION IS DISPLAYED OR BEING DISCUSSED. 

8. {U} INTERVIEWS. INTERVIEWS INVOLVING MILITARY PERSONNEL 

PARTICIPATING IN OPERATION DESERT SHIELD ARE ENCOURAGED AND WILL 

BE ON THE RECORD. MILITARY PERSONNEL ~ARTICIPATING IN THIS 

OPERATION WILL BE BRIEFED THAT ALL PUBLIC DISCUSSION ABOUT 

OPERATIONS WILL BE UNCLASSIFIED, LIMITED TO PERSONAL EXPERIENCES 

UNCU\SSIFIED 



..._. 
UNCLASSIFIED 

Db Db 00 00 .... 

AND IAW ESTABLISHED PUBLIC AFFAIRS GUIDANCE. 

9. {U} POOL MEMBERS SHOULD BE OFFERED MEALS THROUGHOUT THE 

DEPLOYMENT AT THEIR OWN EXPENSE AND ASSIGNED BERTHING/BILLETING 

APPROPRIATE TO THEIR EQUIVALENT RANK {0-4}, AS AVAILABLE. 

1D. {U} A COMPLETE LISTING OF MEDIA POOL MEMBERS AND ESCORT 

PERSONNEL WILL BE PROVIDED BY SEPMSG. 

11. {U} COUNTRY CLEARANCE. SPEED IN OBTAINING PROPER COUNTRY 

ENTRANCE/EXIT PROCESSING IS CRITICAL DURING THE MEDIA POOL 

DEPLOYMENT. ACCORDINGLY, REQUEST USCENTCOM AND SAUDI ARABIA COUNTRY 

TEAMS COORDINATE IN ADVANCE COUNTRY CLEARANCE/CUSTOMS/SHOT REQUIRE

MENTS/ENTRY-EXIT VISAS AND ANY OTHER REQUIREMENTS TO FACILITATE 

PROMPT PROCESSING. ALL POOL MEMBERS WILL BE TRAVELLING ON OFFICIAL 

DOD TRAVEL ORDERS AND WITH OFFICIAL ESCORTS. 

12. {U} REQUEST USCENTCOM PROVIDE PROPOSED PUBLIC AFFAIRS PLAN 

FOR THIS DEPLOYMENT TO OASD{PA} ASAP. 

13. {U} THE OASD{PA} POC FOR THIS ACTION IS LCDR GREGG HARTUNG, 

USN, AV 223-1D74, COMM {2D2} b93-1D74 .. 

DECLAS OADR 

UNCL~.SSIFlED 
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SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//ASD{PA}:DPL// 

USCINCCENT MACDILL AFB FL 

AMEMBASSY RIYADH 

INFO SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//NEA/USIA// 

CJCS WASHINGTON DC//PA// 

CJCS WASHINGTON DC//PA// 

USCINCTRANS SCOTT AFB IL//PA// 

CINCMAC SCOTT AFB IL//PA// 

COMUSARCENT FT MCPHERSON GA 

COMUSCENTAF SHAW AFB SC 

CHUSMTM RIYADH SA 

CHUSMTM DHAHRAN SA 

SUBJ: PUBLIC AFFAIRS - OPERATION DESERT SHIELD -- DEPLOYMENT OF 

DOD NATIONAL MEDIA POOL {U} 

CHUSMTM RIYADH PASS TO CENTCOM PUBLIC AFFAIRS FORWARD 

A. SECDEF WASHINGTON DC 110349Z AUG 90. 
k 

1. .. REF A DISCUSSED DEPLOYMENT OF THE DOD NATIONAL MEDIA 

POOL TO PROVIDE COVERAGE OF OPERATION DESERT SHIELD. THE DOD 

ASD{PA}//ASD{ISA}IA// 

LCDR GREGG HARTUNG, USN, 
OASD:PA/DPL/GHH/11AUG90/31074/~~ 
DISC NO. HARTUNG 90-1 /J( 

fkJ \ ~e-- AUG 1 l 1900 

MINIMIZE CONSIDERED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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~ 

00 00 ... 
UNClASSIFIED 

NATIONAL MEDIA POOL WAS ACTIVATED IN WASHINGTON, DC, AT 1940 

HRS EDT, 11 AUG 90, AND WILL DEPART ANDREWS AFB AT 0800 HRS EDT, 12 

AUG 90 ENROUTE MACDILL AFB. AT MACDILL AFB, POOL MEMBERS WILL 

RECEIVE BRIEFINGS BY USCINCENT, FILE THE!~ STORIES, AND THEN DEPART 
' 

VIA DEDICATED AIRCRAFT FOR SAUDI ARABIA· THIS DEPLOYMENT IS DESIGNED 

TO ENABLE MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES TO OBSERVE AND REPORT ON THE u.s. 

MILITARY UNITS IN SAUDI ARABIA FOR OPERATION DESERT SHIELD. 

2 •• REQUEST YOUR ASSISTANCE IN FACILITATING COUNTRY CLEARANCES 

AND ANY OTHER REQUIREMENTS OF YOUR COMMAND AND THE HOST NATION. 

MEDIA POOL MEMBERS WILL ARRIVE IN COUNTRY WITH VISAS PROVIDED TODAY 

BY THE SAUDI ARABIAN EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON, DC. 

3. {U} THE FOLLOWING 20 PERSONNEL COMPRISE THE DOD NATIONAL MEDIA 

POOL {17 MEDIA, 3 ESCORTS}: 

READ LINE AS RANK/NAME/SEX/ORGANIZATION/PASSPORT NUMBER/PASSPORT 

EXPIRATION DATE/PLACE PASSPORT ISSUED/DOB/POB: 

A. CIV/KING, JOHN/M/AP/014359621/22 MAY DO/WASHINGTON DC/30 AUG 63/ 

MASSACHUSETTS 

B· CIV/APPLEWHITE, SCOTT/M/AP/011236699/21 JUL 93/WASHINGTON DC/ 

29 AUG 51/TEXAS 

UNCLASSIFIED 



03 00 
~ 

00 ... 

UNCLASSIFIED 

(. CIV/JEONG, MARTIN W-/M/UPI/051284995/28 JUL 96/SAN FRANCISCO/ 

12 DEC 56/CALIFORNIA 

-D· CIV/ADAMS, JIM/M/REUTERS/011186131/10 JUL 93/WASHINGTON DC/ 

28 AUG 36/CALIFORNIA 

E. CIV/ROCHELLE, CARL/M/CNN/012234451/26 MAR 95/WASHINGTON DC/ 

15 AUG 37/NORTH CAROLINA 

f. CIV/GREEN, MIKE/M/CNN/013695005/30 JUN 98/WASHINGTON DC/ 

1 DEC 51/NORTH CAROLINA 

G. CIV/TORPEY, BOB/M/CNN/013897567/2 FEB 99/WASHINGTON DC/ 

1 SEP 55/UNITED KINGDOM 

H. CIV/TURNER, CHRIS/M/CNN/012625884/14 JAN 96/WASHINGTON DC/ 

14 APR 60/0KLAHOMA 

I. CIV/0 1 CONNOR, FRANK/M/CNN/UK PASSPORT 850296F/17 FEB 97/ 

LONDON/17 JUN 59/HARARE 

J. CIV/LEVIN, AL/M/CNN/013587258/20 MAR 98/WASHINGTON DC/ 

23 JAN 44/MARYLAND 

H. CIV/MOTE, TOM/M/CNN/011542859/27 MAR 94/WASHINGTON DC/ 

12 JUL 52/DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

I· CIV/YDSTIE, JOHN/M/NPR/013551609/7 FEB 98/WASHINGTON DC/ 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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00 00 - UNCLASSIFIED 

30 APR 51/MINNESOTA 

J. CIV/PETERZELL, JAY/M/TIME/013569528/24 FEB 98/WASHINGTON DC/ 

31 OCT 52/NEW JERSEY 

K. CIV/BRACH, DENNIS/M/TIME/013760875/9 FEB 99/WASHINGTON DC/ 
' 

14 NOV 39/KANSAS 

L· CIV/ROSS, MIKE/MILA TIMES/Z3021659/7 FEB 94/AMEMBASSY BEIJING/ 

14 APR 49/NEW YORK 

M. CIV/COPELAND, PETER/M/SCRIPPS HOWARD/D970416/WASHINGTON DC/ 

19 SEP 57/ILLINOIS 

N. CIV/AUKOFER, FRANK/M/MILWAUKEE JOURNAL/011182160/23 MAY 93/ 

WASHINGTON DC/6 APR 35/WISCONSIN 

o. LTC,USA/ICENOGLE, LARRY/M/OASD:PA/SSN tllllllilllvDOB 2 FEB 49/ 

POB ILLINOIS 

P. LCDR,USN/BARRON, DAVID/M/JCS/SSN DOB 3 JAN 52/ 

POB TEXAS 

Q. LCDR, USN/HARTUNG, GREGORY/M/OASD:PA/SSN ~OB 19 JUN 

55/POB TEXAS 
_.h 

4. ~} MR. HABIB A· SHAHEEN, COUNSELOR, EMBASSY OF SAUDI ARABIA 

WILL ACCOMPANY THE DOD NATIONAL MEDIA POOL DURING THE DEPLOYMENT 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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OS OS 
~ 

00 00 ~ 
UNCLASSIFIED 

TO SAUDI ARABIA. 

S. {U} ADDITIONAL GROUND RULE· IN ADDITION TO THE GROUND RULES 

STATED IN REF A, ADD THE FOLLOWING TO THE LIST OF INFORMATION 

CONSIDERED NOT RELEASEABLE: NiMES OF ANY ~AUDI ARABIAN CITIZENS 

{MIL OR CIV} THAT ARE INTERVIEWED/FILMED/OR PHOTOGRAPHED. 

b. {U} OASD{PA} POINT OF CONTACT IS LCDR GREGG HARTUNG, USN 

{202} 693-1074. 

DECL OADR 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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DoD Press Pool Meeting 
Fort McNair, Wash. D.C. 
Friday, January 19, 1990 

Mr. Williams: I appreciate you all coming here on a day when there is a story of 
some substance going on out in town. (Laughter) I guess that's not the greatest choice 
of words. This shows you some of the skills I have and how I got my job! 

We had originally planned to go as long as you wanted, but I think what we'll do 
is even though I know there are some people who are still on their way and ordinarily, 
I suppose we would wait for them, but this is just an indication of the sort of problems 
you have with a pool. When do we start? But I think we'll try to get it wrapped up 
here and give you a chance to say, so that some of you who may have to cut away for 
other events can go without missing the substance of this. 

The purpose of this meeting here today is to gather your impressions of what went 
wrong, your impressions of how the pool worked, what you think was good about it, what 
you think wss bad about it, so that we can fix the problem. I very much appreciate 
your willingness to make contributions today because indeed, the success of this meeting 
will depend very much on your willingness to make contributions. 

Someone who isn't here today but who is working very hard on this question right 
now is Fred Hoffman. Many of you know Fred. Fred is a 35 year veteran of the Associated 
Press, covered the Pentagon since before there was a Pentagon for AP, covered Vietnam, 
and later under Secretary Weinberger, became a principle Deputy of Public Affairs of 
the.Pentagon for a short time. Any of you who know Fred know that Fred is a very 
independent person. Fred owes no allegiance to anybody. He has strong feelings about 
the pool. And we have asked him, although he retired in December, we asked him to come 
back and make a very thorough, independent review of the pool. He's doing that now. 
He's in Panama today. He talked to Max Thurman when General Thurman was in town earlier 
this week. He's down talking to military commanders, field commanders today. He will 
be making his way up, probably going to Fort Bragg and trying to talk to General Stiner, 
talk to all of the people who were involved. I realize he's spoken to many of you who 
were in the pool so far, and he will try to do that before he's finished. He will not 
try, he will in fact talk to every reporter who was on the pool. But it is not possible 
for him to talk to all of you who are Bureau Chiefs and who are reporters involved and 
who care about the pool. 

So one of the things that we are doing today is making a transcript of these 
proceedings, and Fred will get a copy of that as indeed will all of you, and that will 
help him a great deal. So any comments you make here today will not simply vanish into 
the ether. They are being recorded. That will be part of the record on the pool. 

I realize that to some extent you will want to know what went wrong and why. 
There will be a natural tendency to sort of want to fix blame, and we will work with 
you as much as you like on that question, but I think the real goal for us now is to 
try to find solutions. After all, if this pool is to work, it's to work for you. It's 
your pool as much as it is the DoD pool. If you don't find it satisfactory, then it 
has a problem. 

So the question is what do you want? How do you want to fix the pool? What are 
your ideas on how you think it could be made to work better? Or indeed some of you 
might say at all. There are different viewpoints on this issue, I've discovered. 
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But we will be making our own suggestions, obviously. The National Defense 
University has an instructor, for example, at this meeting today, who is interested in 
learning about the media pool. At the conclusion of this meeting we're going to meet 
with another instructor who wants to revise his training plan to enable him to make his 
students more aware of these issues. Indeed, his students are future military commanders. 
The Joint Operational Planning System which instructs commanders to incorporate media 
coverage plans into their combat operations will obviously be something we'll be spending 
some time with. The discussion of the pool has indicated that those plans may not be 
sufficient. They may have to be reevaluated to ensure that they adequately cover the 
mechanics of getting the pool into action and getting pool members back so that they 
can file. 

Anyway, those are my preliminary comments. There's no question but that the pool 
didn't work right in Panama. We got it there, and then from there on it was less than 
a thrilling success. We are interested in your comments. 

Let me prevail upon you to do this. ·As shy as you all are, we are making a 
transcript, and indeed I would say that the transcript of the proceedings is important. 
There are microphones throughout the hall. Those of you in the front row will find 
microphones behind you. There's a little black button that you need to press and hold 
down while you speak. 

I have no great structure in mind for this meeting, but we'll be happy to impose 
one if that will help the proceedings. This meeting grows out of, as I said, two 
forces, I suppose you could say. One is our own desire to hear from-you and see what 
you think--not only the people who were on the pool, and there are many reporters here 
today who were part of that pool, but also those of you who use the pool, who receive 
the pool. You are as much a part of the operation as those who went down there and put 
things into that end. So those of you who receive the pool products on the other end 
are important to hear from as well. So it's important to get both those sides. But as 
I say, part of it is our own desire to hear from you and part of it is the regular 
quarterly Bureau Chiefs meeting we had in January with the new rotation, the new 
organizations that come in. Several of them at that time suggested we have such a 
meeting. So for those two reasons, that's why we're here. 

Those are my initial comments, and I'm happy to respond to questions. I'm happy 
to hear from you. Perhaps to get things going, I see Fred Francis from NBC News, Steve 
Kamarow from AP who were reporters on the pool, perhaps you would be willing to share 
some of your observations about how it went. Fred, you're so shy and humble. Why 
don't you go first? 

Mr. Francis: I think since I wrote that paper, which some of you have seen, I 
have since learned, Pete, that the planning for the pool, while you may have been told 
on Monday, over the weekend prior to the invasion, during the planning in the Joint 
Chiefs, it may have been Friday, it may have been Saturday, and Fred Hoffman can track 
this down. What I'm saying I think goes right to the crux of whether the military 
wants the media in place. The public affairs man in the Joint Chiefs, Erv Sharp, went 
to General Kelley and said, "General Kelley, a lot of activity. Do I need to stick 
around, because I'm going on vacation on Monday to visit my parents." General Kelley 
said you don't need to stick around. 

Mr. Williams: That was what·day? 
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The third problem were briefings. It was very hard to get end of the day information, 
to get details on things that had taken place where we were not, such as the Marriott 
incident. 

Fourth, I won't bore everyone with the details, but the mechanics of filing have 
got to be addressed at some point. They were a nightmare. 

The issue of security kept coming up, and I went with the assumption that I assumed 
considerable risk by participating in the pool, and it came as a surprise to me that 
the word security kept coming up as it wasn't safe for us to do things. 

Mr. Williams: Your personal security you mean, not operations? 

Ms. Lewis: 
here or safe to 
subject, I just 

I'm sorry, my 
take us there. 
assumed I took 

personal security, yes. That it wasn't safe to take us 
While I know some concern has to be given to that 

a risk when I signed up for pool duty. 

Iri terms of constructive things, I think it would have been very helpful to the 
pool if we had had, perhaps, an editor in Washington representing the pool. It's very 
hard to keep the hours we were keeping, trying to cover things, and file, and do battle 
with the bureaucracy. It to me, would have been very helpful if perhaps at some point 
you would consider assigning an editor to represent the pool at the Pentagon in 
Washington. 

Mr. Williams: I'm not sure I understand what that person would·do. 

Ms. Lewis: For example, filing the first day was a nightmare. We had terrible 
problems, the newspaper people, in terms of how to file. The fax machine system was 
not working at all properly. It was very hard for me to fight that system out of 
Panama. Had someone been here to represent us, maybe they could have cut through or 
made the case a little more effectively of the deadlines we were facing. Also, I think 
maybe someone representing the pool here could have made the case pretty strongly to 
you that things were not going right on the first day, and maybe more corrective measures 
could have been enacted on the second day, if someone were representing the interests 
of the pool from here. 

Voice: Can you identify yourself? 

Ms. Lewis: Kathy Lewis of the Houston Post. I was a member of the newspaper 
pool. 

I share Steve's belief that if what it takes is breaking into smaller groups, we 
ought to do it. By the end of the week we were doing it fairly effectively, and I am 
all for that. 

I also think it's important that pool members attend a briefing meeting at the 
beginning of the quarter when you go on duty. Not just Bureau Chiefs, but the pool 
member being assigned. 

I think those are my basic points. I don't want to go over. I agree with much of 
what my colleagues have written and said on this already. 

Mr. Williams: I will come back to your questions in a second, but there are some 
other comments out there. 
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problem is that the press has not earned the trust of the military, and that is essential 
if we are to literally drop in on a·combat commander and ask for his or her cooperation. 

In the pools in which I have participated, and I think this may have been the case 
in Panama, pool members have been unfamiliar with the military and uncertain how to 
behave in combat, and thus unwilling or unable to take the necessary risks. 

What he suggests, in brief, is that all the reporters selected for the pool be 
required to undergo a brief military-type training, perhaps a day of classroom work and 
a day of field work, perhaps at a place like the National Training Center at Fort Irwin. 
The benefits of this, he says, would one, enable the pool to demand quicker and more 
immediate access to combat action as it is happening rather than being held back by the 
commanders until the fighting is over and there's not much to report. Also it would 
give the combat commanders confidence that the pool is seasoned and professional and 
can be placed in risky situations, and it would give the pool reporters a new understandin 
and sympathy for the troops who bear the burden of combat. I will give you the rest of 
the memo, but that's the sense of it. 

Mr. Nelson: Jack Nelson of the LA Times. I wanted to support what Frank Star 
said. We had a reporter, of course, who tried to get in for several days too, and 
couldn't give in, and we were given the same reason. But it also seems to me that the 
problem goes far beyond just the pools. I only know, of course, what I've read about 
what happened down there, but for one thing, as I understand it, we were barred from 
even interviewing injured soldiers for four days. There were other restrictions put 
out. It seems to me that a lot of the reason for lack of cooperation on the part of 
the military came from the top officers who told lower commanders to tell their troops 
not to cooperate with the press. 

Mr. Williams: For those who are here from the pool, this is the first I've heard 
of barring from interviewing injured soldiers. Is that correct? 

Voices: Yes, or photographing. They wouldn't even let us photograph an injured 
helicopter. 

Mr. Mendelsohn: I'm Mat Mendelsohn from UPI. For the record, we were not allowed 
to see crippled aircraft which were sitting maybe 150 yards, 200 yards away from us. 
We were not able to talk to civilian wounded, military wounded. We were not allowed to 
visit with POW's. This is on the first day. Although we inadvertently stumbled upon a 
makeshift detainment camp and there was a little mutiny there and we forced our way 
into the camp. But at that point there was no plan for us to see POW's, wounded, dead, 
crippled aircraft. These were definite no's. No, you cannot do this. It wasn't we 
did not ask, it was a definite no. I asked Colonel Sconyers several times about the 
aircraft, we were at Howard Air Force Base. The aircraft were sitting within eyesight 
and they were working to repair aircraft. We were not even allowed to see crippled 
aircraft. 

Mr. Williams: 

Mr. Mendelsohn: 
We didn't see them. 
this. 

What kind of aircraft were they? 

They were helicopters. I'm told they were Apaches, I believe. 
So it's not a question, it was clearly we were not allowed to see 

Mr. Raines: I'm Howell Raines, New York Times. Pete, to return to your opening 
point, I think it's worth noting that I was among those who thought the Department 

MORE 



9. 

Mr. Rubenstein: Larry Rubenstein from Reuters. 

Two things I want to raise. The first one is I'm hearing two sets of complaints 
here, and I want to make sure that in Fred's report, and if not in your mind, we separate 
these things. I think it's integral to separate them. One are the problems we had 
with the pool, with the call-out, with the implementation of the pool in the first 
12-18 hours, and getting them into action, and getting that material back. That is 
one problem that I think we all agree on needs to be addressed. 

The second problem that I think needs to be separated from the DoD pool is the 
problem of unilateral coverage of an invasion, or for that matter anything else that 
goes on, and how the Pentaon and the Southern Command or whatever command is involved, 
responds to that. I think those are separate issues. 

Mr. Williams: Tell me what you mean by unilateral coverage. 

Mr. Rubenstein: That means the 500 reporters that wanted to drop in on 0+24 hours. 
What do you do with them? Do you let them in or not? The press in the Marriott 
demanding protection. The whole gamut. Our pool representative has told me the horror 
stories that I'm sure all the pool members suffered trying to get access to the four 
telephones in the press center. They had a shot at it initially, and then all of a 
sudden a tremendous amount of unilateral press descended on the same facilities and 
they had to invoke all kinds of higher military authority just to get near a phone on 
the ground. So I think that is a separate issue. I think the Pentagon's response to 
that, and more importantly, the individual command's response to that, is something 
that definitely needs to be looked at and how you deal with that. 

In Grenada there were no unilateral people on the ground, and people didn't try to 
fly into that airport within five hours of the invasion because it was still full of 
potholes and military craters, so the Sidle Commission I'm not sure really explored 
that issue. 

The second point along those lines is, as we discussed in the Bureau Chief's 
meeting, the third triad of the pool, the Pentagon, the pool members, and the individual 
commands and their representatives, I'm not sure have been represented well to this 
point in pool discussions and in pool meetings. I think as we have seen in all the 
pool exercises and in the actual deployments we've experienced on the tanker export and 
stuff like that, that invariably the problems that occur, occur with the commands, with 
the local on-scene colonel, whoever is in charge of the press and who's actually given 
the responsibility, as Colonel Sconyers was in Panama, of a lot of authority and what 
the pool did. 

Mr. Conan: Neil Conan from NPR. I would just like to point out that perhaps 
Fred Hoffman would like to go back in history a little bit, other than details, as one 
who survived a fabulous tour in the Persian Gulf, other than details and differences 
between the Army restricting your access and the Navy restricting your access, the same 
problems occurred on the Persian Gulf pool. We were kept out of the action, filing was 
a nightmare. Everything was very similar. The same kinds of problems that we had in 
the Persian Gulf are the same kinds of problems that people are reporting from Panama, 
to some degree even worse in the Persian Gulf. Why were those lessons not learned? 
Why were there no meetings like this after that? 

Mr. Williams: That's interesting, Neil. Yesterday Larry Rubenstein on the radio 
from ABC Radio, said that he thought the problems were just the opposite. That in the 
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My question is this. Was there a public affairs annex to the plan of operation 
for the assault in Panama? 

ll. 

Mr. Williams: My understanding is that there was. Bob Taylor's been looking into 
that question. Do you know the answer? 

Mr. Taylor: The annex that I saw was there and it suggested that the DoD media 
pool would be used, but it fell short of discussing exactly how it would be employed. 

Mr. Williams: The annex was ••• 

Voice: That's your problem right there. 

Mr. Hoyt: Clark Hoyt from Knight Ridder. Into this rich stew you're developing 
here I'd like to throw in one other issue which is the sharing of pool material after 
it was gathered in Panama. 

As you know, we operate with the Chicago Tribune a photo service that was denied 
pool photos throughout that operation. You and I talked about it at the time. We have 
since applied to have that photo service be part of the rotation. But it's always been 
my understanding from the beginning of pools, that all material, that pool members were 
surrogates for everyone, and that all pool material gathered was to be shared with 
everyone. Is there something I don't know here that says that principle does not apply 
to photographs? 

Mr. Williams: No, all material is for pool members. I guess that's the distinction 
that I would make. 

Mr. Hoyt: These two news organizations are and were pool members. 

Mr. Williams: I don't want to debate with you here, Clark, because I think you. 
raise an interesting point and one we will look into. In explaining why it worked the 
way it did, clearly member newspapers, KRTN's member newspapers were receiving pool 
material from the wires, from AP, from UP!, from Reuters, but as to specific photographs 
exclusively or given, provided for KRTN, for you, and in turn to pass along to your 
clients, KRTN is not a pool member, and that's the distinction. Obviously individual 
newspapers are and they received their pool materials. But you raise a good question 
and we will look at it. 

Mr. Clayton: I'm Bill Clayton of the Houston Chronicle. I'd like to elaborate on 
the access question. I'm not clear whether we should be demanding to be on the front 
lines in the cross-fire. I personally don't relish that idea. But there's middle 
ground for access that would be better than what we had. One example is on Quarry 
Heights, there's a place at which the hot firing could be observed if we had been there 
early enough to see it, that would satisfy the questions of personal security. 

A lot of the access ground could be covered by earlier briefings by somebody 
knowledge~e. Our first briefing, the whole time we were there, our first briefing 
was by a diplomat who was not briefed on military matters and wanted to discuss the 
history of the Panama Canal. 

The other thing about transmission, aside from the equipment malfunction at the 
sending point which took hours to correct, there was a delay that I don't understand, 
maybe some people here in Washington know, between the time the copy was transmitted 
successfully and the time it was received by outlets for newspapers. 
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In many cases, we had filed and only hours later did we know there was this problem. 
There was no relaying from the Pentagon back to SOUTHCOM so that we would know this was 
a problem. 

I think there's another point to be addressed. The rules, I believe, are sort of 
stringent, sort of restrictive from the standpoint of newspapers. We have to submit 
our files to a commander on the scene to be read. As it was, in many cases we were 
getting back sort of late. We had to get the copy and then send it through a fax, 
sometimes two or three times, before it got there. I think early on when we realized 
this was a continuing problem, Kathy had asked one of our escorts can we just call the 
wires and let them distribute it, or call our news organizations and let them distribute 
it through the wires, or. some way to get around that and make it more expedient for 
news organizations, and we ran into bureaucratic red tape. Our escort then had to call 
the Pentagon. He said well, he's waiting to get clearance for that. That is the kind 
of thing in a timely situation, we need to be able to make these kind of amendments 
right on the spot. It's just a flexibility question. 

Mr. Bagnato: I'm Barry Bagnato from CBS. I want to look at some of these same 
problems in a non-combat situation. Last spring we were involved in an operation where 
the first additional troops were flown into Panama. It was a 24 trip, two stops: 
North Carolina and one in Panama. We discovered in both places that unilateral coverage 
had already been permitted. There were other reporters on the ground there, which made 
us unnecessary. In Panama we were given an hour and a half to talk to whomever·we 
could find, and then to deal with the logistics which were three telephones in an 
office, and to file. 

What this underlines is the same problem in both the combat and the non-combat 
situations we've been finding, that somewhere deep in that mindset is a concern that 
the wrong story is going to get out, that the press should somehow be an arm for the 
Pentagon in some ways. I know that mindset must exist. And the point has to be made 
to commanders in these situations that it doesn't do any good to put the media in a 
situation where they're not going to be able to do their job, to do our job, because 
that is only in the end going to make the Pentagon look bad, as it has especially in 
the case of the last couple of weeks. 

Mr. Sloyan: Pat Sloyan with News day. This is a big brother question. You're 
sitting on what I'm told is dynamite footage of the largest airborne assault since 
World War II, combat footage. Infrared, electronically enhanced, of the jump itself. 
I'm also told pretty good stuff at the Comandancia. Some of that was released. You're 
also sitting on when Noriega comes out of the Vatican Embassy and outlines his deal to 
Thurman, footage of his surrender at the Vatican. Why are you holding this stuff back? 

Mr. Williams: I've not heard of some of this, Pat. 
know of that I've seen myself is the videotape of Noriega 
Howard. I'll look into this other stuff. 

Mr. Sloyan: Have you not seen the jump? 

Mr. Williams: No. 

Mr. Sloyan: Do you know it exists? 

The only videotape that I 
getting on the C-141 at 

Mr. Williams: This is the first I've heard of it, Pat •. 

Mr. Sloyan: There may even be stuff of Rio Hato. 
MORE 
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were brought in, and they were eager to go and do whatever they could do, made it very 
difficult for us. The next day there were the people that were kept from 5:00 in the 
morning until midnight at the airport and then brought to SOUTHCOM. These people were 
fighting, screaming mad. I was in the middle of transmitting pictures, and one of them 
came in and told me they were going to take my phone. 

We can't lend ground support. If you're going to give the ground support to all 
these people that are coming in, 250 people or whatever, it needs to be done somewhere 
else other than where the pool people are. The pool people need to have their facilities, 
and if the military wants to lend ground support, which for the first three days, some 
ground support was necessary because ther was nothing downtown. Everything was looted, 
a lot of the stuff was closed, there was no food, the people that had been at the 
airport had not eaten, had not slept, had not showered. There were a lot of specific 
problems, but it should not have all come to SOUTHCOM. It was a very big problem for 
the pool people that were there, and it did hamper what we were trying to do as far as 
I'm concerned. 

Mr. Glass: Andy Glass, Cox Newspapers. One quick anecdote and then a philosophical 
observation, if I may. Our regional correspondent was in Bogota at the time of the 
invasion. We chartered an airplane to fly to Panama. While we were over the area, the 
military air controller said if you don't get out of here in five minutes, we'll shoot 
you down. So we got out of there. It was quite awhile before our correspondent got 
in. 

But it seems to me that what we're really dealing with is that World War II was 
the last good war in the sense that the press and the military were on the same side 
and cooperated. Many of the senior commanders who are now in charge were the same 
people who were junior commanders in Vietnam, and for better or worse, regard the press 
as an enemy, and feel that one reason the United States failed in Vietnam was that the 
press was on the other side. 

So until these attitudes change, until there is a philosophical feeling that we 
are one country and that the people deserve to know what is· going on, ·Pete, many of 
these things are just going to be bandaid solutions and are not really going to be 
addressed. 

Mr. Bascomb: John Bascomb, ABC Radio. I had the good fortune of being not only 
on the Persian Gulf pool, the original DoD pool, not the theater pool, but the Panama 
pool as well. I wanted to point out a couple of similarities and differences. 

We were told in Panama frequently when we asked to go close to the action, that it 
was not safe. However, I felt we were in much greater risk in the Persian Gulf. We 
were on a body of water filled with mines. In the Persian Gulf they supplied us with 
flak jackets and helmets which were never even offered to us in Panama. We know the 
risk and we're willing to take that risk if we're part of the pool. So keeping us away 
because it's not safe for us, I don't think is a good argument. 

In terms of access, in the Persian Gulf we were on the ship with the captain. We 
had access 24 hours a day in his quarters, on the bridge, immense briefings. We just 
couldn't file. In Panama, we had no access, of course. And I think something that 
should be included in future public affairs annexes would be a rigid minimum of two 
briefings a day from perhaps the G3. I couldn't understand why we were not housed 
closer to or even in the operations center where we could listen to the briefings that 
General Thurman must have been getting throughout the day. 
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accounts for why it took so long. It just was a complicated call out. It was hard to 
get everybody rounded up. 

There have been some who suggested that rather than continuing to try to fill the 
slots in the pool, as soon as you get a certain critical mass the pool should leave and 
you shouldn't wait for people. So if you can't find the radio correspondent or you 
can't find the news magazine representative or whatever, you start a stop watch and 
then when that time elapses you say okay, the plane's gone. That suggestion has arisen 
since the Panama operation. I see several of you nodding yes. Be sure you note all 
the people who nodded yes so that when they don't go on the pool they will remember 
that they consented to that. (Laughter) But that's the sort of thing you're up against 
in terma of the lateness of the arrival. 

i guess the primary point, and the one that keeps coming up over and over again is 
this idea of cultural acceptance, or the idea that somehow the people who are running 
the military now were the ones who felt abused in Vietnam. I've heard this point made 
pver and over and over again. It was made after the Sidle Commission and it was made 
in Grenada, and it's been made repeatedly. I will wait for Fred's report. Fred is 
obviously aware of that criticism. He will look at it. I'm confident that Fred will 
give us an honest assessment of that. 

Having talked to General Kelley, and I think it was important for you to note, 
Fred, in your initial discussion of th~ fact that he said it was okay for Erv Sharp to 
go home, I would just remind everybody that no decision was made to undertake this 
operation until Sunday. Whether Tom Kelley should have guessed that-things might get 
dicey, that it would be a good idea for Irv Sharp to stay or not, I suppose is a 
different question. I just don't want anyone to think, nor did I think you meant to 
imply, that Tom Kelley knew sll along there was going to be an operation and he 
intentionally got Irv Sharp out of the way. I suspect that was not your point, and I 
think it's important to emphasize that. 

I've talked to Thurman, I've talked to Ron Sconyers. I don't have the advantage 
of what Fred will have and what several of you had of talking to the lieutenant colonels 
and colonels who made the operation work on the ground. I have found no evidence of 
the cultural acceptance problem. My own view is that it was a matter of insufficient 
planning. Now you may well say if the cultural acceptance problem went away, the 
planning problem would go away as well. That may well be. I intend to look into that. 

I guess my point is this. I don't know how to make the military culturally accept 
reporters. I don't know a way to do that. I do know a way to try to fix the planning 
process if it turns out that the planning process is the problem. I guess I'm going to 
concentrate on things where I think the situation can be fixed. But the other point 
that I would make, is obviously the cultural acceptance thing is a long term question. 
There are people here from the National Defense University today that are eager to 
address this. This is something we work on all the time. It's a continuing matter of 
getting reporters and military people together, and indeed there was a recommendation 
of the Sidle Commission, as many of you may recall, which Admiral Baker reminded me of 
the other day, which is we should have more meetings between editors and military 
people. I think all that is true and all that is good, but at the same time, if it's 
fundamentally a planning problem, then that's something we fundamentally need to address. 

Mr. Francis: First of all, this notion that we have to do something to have the 
military trust us, is ludicrous. The second notion I think that is ludicrous is that 
we have to jump out of airplanes or go to the National Training Center and become combat 
ready. That's ludicrous. It's the planning process. 
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suspect that boils down to the issue of getting people on planes, on military aircraft, 
and into the scene of combat. Since you did not mention that in your recap of things 
that you were going to look at, I just wanted to reiterate that as an issue that's of 
concern to many of us here. 

Mr. Williams: I understand. While it's not technically a pool matter, it is one 
that we spend a considerable amount of time on. Somebody was, I can't remember who was 
making the point about World War II was the last time that there were warm and fuzzy 
feelings between the military and the press. There was also full field censorship. 
Korea was the last conflict where there was full field censorship. I can't envision a 
time in which there would be full field censorship again. 

The unilateral coverage problem is a very real one. We had, at some point while 
the Panama operation was still going strong, 600 reporters all trying to jam into Quarry 
Heights Officers Club. I guess the difference is, between World War II and where it 
becomes a different matter not only in terms of quantity but quantitatively as well, 
communications are faster and more complicated. More people are needed to support the 
news product now than used to be. Although fundamentally I would agree that the 
principal part, and this is off the pool topic for just a moment, the principal 
point of the pool, again, is to get reporters, eye witnesses, if you will, to military 
actions and at some point you get right back down to pencils and notebooks again, and 
that's what we need to remind ourselves of. But when you get to the unilateral coverage 
issue, it's a lot of people with a lot of support stuff, and John made this point 
yesterday when we were on WAMU. In a sense, we had fairly good facilities in Panama, 
but if we undertake a military operation, and I had better for the sake of diplomatic 
nicety not mention a specific country, but if we go to Taylorland which is about as 
lush and comfortable as there is hair on top of Bob's head, we're out literally in the 
middle of nowhere. Then we're really going to be up against it when suddenly we have 
an enormous number of people wanting to come in to some makeshift airstrip and that kind 
of thing. I don't know the answer to that question, but it's certainly something we 
have to look into. 

But to some extent, while the purpose of the pool and the purpose of the unilateral 
coverage are the same, to allow more and better coverage of military operations, as 
some have already suggested in terms of demand for telephones and facilities, unilateral 
coverage is a competing interest, to some extent, with the pool. I suppose your response 
might be well if the pool had worked better we wouldn't have wanted so much unilateral 
coverage. That may be true early on, but there are a lot more reporters out there than 
there were in World War II. 

Voice: It seems to me that the purpose of the pool originally, as originally 
conceived, was a temporary arrangement to last until the unilateral could get there. 
The purpose was to protect the security of the operation. 

Mr. Williams: That's part of it. 

Voice: Two days after the invasion had occurred, when the whole world knew that 
the United States had military operations going on in Panama, there is no excuse for 
not allowing unilateral coverage. 

Mr. Williams: There were at least two charter planes that I know of that came in 
Thursday. There was an L-1011 that came in Friday with over 250 people on it. There 
were reporters already in Panama before the operation started. So this is not like 
Grenada in that sense. It's not like we went to a remote place where there weren't any 
reporters to start with. 
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what can we do, and gone to somebody with enough clout here in Washington in addition, 
you know, I understand the value of a high ranking escort, that's probably very valuable 
too, but to get back to the command and control center, if the command and control is 
here in Washington we need better input here in Washington from the moment the pool 
leaves me. 

For instance, I heard on NBC that the pool had been deployed at like 1:06 a.m. on 
Tuesday. I called our contact at the Pentagon and said are we in second stage notifica
tion on pool movement? First her response was what's second stage notification? The 
second one was she didn't think so and she'd get back to me. An hour and a half later 
she called back and said yes, we're in second stage notification. I said thank you, 
the world knew about this three hours ago. So I think we need to enforce that. 

The second one about unilateral coverage, I debriefed extensively our photographer 
who was shot and wounded down there who was with the photographer who was killed by the 
American troops down there accidentally. One point he made was the fact that the troops 
on the ground really had no conception of media, and they weren't even, for instance 
the wounding took place, a group of American tanks and personnel carriers came down the 
street in front of the Marriott, and there was a group of news people standing together 
in front of the Marriott, visibly, with cameras and the whole thing, and all of a sudden 
the second tank in the thing opened fire, supposedly at a sniper, and just was sweeping 
the entire area with bullets and nailed everybody that was standing in this little 
crowd. Right afterwards the American medics came up to them and interrogated them as 
to who they were, and then gave them medical assistance, which he thought was kind of 
ridiculous. It wouldn't have saved the other guy, he was desd instantly, but in his 
case it prolonged the thing. Then they medivac'd them to the hospital. 

So if you're talking unilateral coverage, that's a risk of unilateral coverage 
you automatically assume by being there, but I just don't know where you can draw the 
level with the military about acceptance of that. 

Mr. Williams: The purpose of the pool, of course, was number one, to be a way of 
getting reporters with early arriving troops and maintaining operational security. 
Several of you are right, it was not envisioned that the pool would last forever. The 
complications that we had in Panama, and this is not an excuse but it is an observation, 
were fundamentally that the first troops jumped out of airplanes, and that would not 
work. 

We could have put a pool together from people who were already in Panama, and 
perhaps in retrospect that's what we should have done. But our feeling was that the 
people here in the national media pool were best qualified and knew the ground rules 
and all of that. In fact as some of you know, the Persian Gulf pool was a locally 
assembled pool. 

Voice: Not so. 

Mr. Williams: The first one was. 

Voice: The first one was a DoD pool, and then they went locally. 

Mr. Williams: Okay. But the only other point I'd make is this. I don't have any 
doubt that we need to do a better job of planning these pools. I don't think anyone 
can have any doubt about that. On the other hand, I think I have wondered whether if 
it weren't that Howard Air Force Base were on the other side of the Panama Canal, we 
probably wouldn't be sitting here today. So we have to bear in mind, this is no excuse, 
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Mr. Williams: I can understand that, and frankly I'm astonished that I haven't 
heard more of that today. You're all being very charitable. But I do want to 
reassure you that we were working on the unilateral coverage problem as well, and some 
of it wasn't entirely of our making. Some of the Costa Rican authorities wouldn't let 
planes take off even after we had cleared them. But still, your point remains a sound 
one. 

Mr. Headline: Bill Headline from CNN. To punctuate that point, remembering back 
to the Sidle hearings, we made the point over and over and over again that pools are 
basically repugnant and we want unilateral coverage, we want unilateral coverage as 
quickly as we can make it. As superb a job as Fred Francis did for television, NBC 
would rather have had Fred covering for NBC and we all would rather have had our own 
people covering as quickly as possible. That won't change. So I think the point there 
is that while we need to continue perfecting the pool, and we certainly appreciate your 
willingness to proceed down that path, at the same time you do have to take a careful 
look at the next stage in handling unilateral requirements as quickly as you can. 

Mr. Williams: That is something that I think is less well thought out on both 
sides. In a sense, if this operation had been in some bizarre, small, remote, 
uncivilized in the sense of having landing strips and that kind of thing, country, 
I think our problems would have been much worse because the problem is this. You say 
to news organizations or they come to you and say we want to send in more people. We 
need more people in. I say okay, but remember that I've got no place to put you, I've 
got no place to house you, I can't feed you, there's no water, there's no phones, I 
don't know whst the hell to do with you once you get there, and people say yes, fine, 
we'll figure that out. That's our job. You just get us in there. 

Once they get there, of course, people start 
this, and that's just the natural part of things. 
willing to do that, but we all have to understand 

saying could I get a jeep, how about 
So I guess what I'm saying is I'm. 

it's not going to be real smooth. 

Mr. Francis: Unilateral means you're on your own. 

Mr. Williams: Fred's point is unilateral means you're on your own and of course 
that's true, but it also means I can't absolve myself, I mean you say you're on your 
own, but another organization will say say, my guy just got captured, would you please 
go get him. 

Mr. Francis: The point is that until Friday afternoon, Panama was not safe. If 
you had let the Howard 200 or 300 loose on the streets of Panama you'd have hsd 20 or 
30 hostages. That's the simple fact. I don't know if your people told you that, but 
it wasn't safe to work. You go to ugly-land somewhere, and it's basically the same 
problem. We've got to fix the pool to make the pool work in that first 12, 24, 36, 48 
hours. Unilateral means you're on your own and NBC will take care of themselves, and 
the New York Times and the other papers will take care of themselves on a unilateral 
basis. I think the concept is that it's a competing interest. NBC was still trying to 
get people in while the pool was working, and that's the way it's going to be in any 
situation.--

Mr. Russett: Tim Russett, NBC. I was the lucky guy who was the network pool 
chairman for this great event. I think one thing for the Hoffman report, Pete, and 
to your point about notification, in the very early stages, after the initial notifica
tion which we were able to execute pretty well, there really was a major delay in the 
second phase allowing me to tell the other networks that in fact the Pentagon pool had 
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Voice: I don't want to overrule my own correspondent here. 

Voice: I know you're going to fight for three, and that's fine. 

Voice: We wouldn't send a one man crew in a riot on the streets of the United 
States. I think for safety's sake a guy with a camera needs. someone to hold on to his 
belt. 

Voice: We can work that out later. The point is, that your small crew with a 
still photographer, with a wire reporter, with a radio reporter, and your second 
echelon, the point is the second echelon handles the filing. The second echelon 
handles the filing. Everybody wants immediate stuff within an hour, that's just 
not going to work. You're covering combat. 

Mr. Williams: I guess I still would 
to the radio reporters. I spent ten 
It's a problem we constantly fight. 

like a little more discussion, and I apologize 
years as one, I don't know why I forgot radio. 
But who is the six person pool? 

Voice: In the Persian Gulf the standing pool was a three person TV crew, a wire 
still photographer, they varied. The people who were on the pool when I went there 
were both wire service photographers. There was one writer who happened to be either 
from AP or UPI, they just rotated it; and the radio guy. 

Ms. Johnson: Cynthia Johnson, Time Magazine. Excuse me, I think in the Persian 
Gulf there was a wire still photographer and a magazine still photog~apher and they 
went to different places. 

Mr. Williams: Larry says that was only on the initial deployment. 

Voice: (John) I just want to second what Fred Francis had to say. I think it 
can be done with a five person pool, and to allay any concerns about how you get these 
photos back, the videotape or the audio tape or the written reports, the second echelon 
goes in. I think the plane we took out of Andrews at 11:20 at night should have carried 
the second echelon. If we had been notified during the day and flown to Fort Bragg and 
left with the troops, we would have been on the ground for four or five hours before 
the uplink arrives, and we would have been able to file by 6:00 a.m. the day of the 
invasion. 

Mr. Williams: 
afternoon. 

On what day? You wouldn't have gotten there until 1:00 in the 

Voice: No, if we had gone in with the troops. Or if we had gone in during the 
day. There were planes landing at Howard all during the day on Tuesday before the 
invasion began. If we could have gone in pre-positioned 12 hours, we would have filed 
on the invasion as it occurred, and then the support gear could come in on the same 
plane we left Andrews on, and the first reports could have been out of there in time 
for the morning shows, the morning drive. 

Mr. Williams: There's a radio guy! 

Voice: I was just going to emphasize the importance of that quick second echelon 
to file, even on the standing Persian Gulf pool when we were out in the ship, they 
would helicopter tape back to the island we weren't ever on. They'd just bounce it 
around one of the news bureaus until they figured out somebody knew how to feed a radio 
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they have nothing to report and they can't get the news out. You can do that initially 
as long, and the point has been stressed here, as you have that second group coming in. 
There are still pool people who will take care of the filing, who will also take care 
of more extended reporting after that. But you've got to !)!t the imuediate reports 
out, and from a place where they will be credible and where they're needed. That's 
what a smaller pool csn do. 

Mr. Rosenberg: Jeff Rosenberg, NPR. After the Persian Gulf operation we discussed 
with the DoD people the filing problems, and they told us that there was a plan afoot 
to put in MARSAT telephone equipment on at least a significant number of fleet ships, 
which would certainly take care of all voice. I don't know if you're familiar with the 
MARSAT system. It's a global telephone system that's absolutely public, and you can 
access it from almost any spot on the globe. It produces acceptable voice data, faxes, 
it takes care of all that problem. You may not know, we had terrible trouble getting 

.voice back from the Persian Gulf, the initial stages. Can you report any progress on 
that? 

Mr. Williams: 
sorry that I don't. 
obviously. 

I don't know the answer. Alex or Bob, do you know the answer? I'm 
We'll have to make sure that our next operation is on board ship, 

Mr. Hassey: Toby Massey with AP. I'm afraid I have to agree with Mr. Francis 
totally. I think when you have a small working group, and that's what a pool should 
really mean, that it's a workable group, that you get them in initially, and if you 
bring in the backup crew, and as far as who's in there, that's just housekeeping chores. 
We csn decide who's going to be in it, ~ether there will be a second editor, a second 
photographer, three more writers, whatever it is. But I think the initial thing, and 
we made the point over and over again on the pool, is to get them to the scene, make 
them eye witnesses, and get them out into the field of action. It's easier to do with 
six or eight people than it is with thirty. 

Ms. Johnson: Cynthia Johnson, Time. I just would like to say in terms of magazine 
still, or in addition to wire still, we have very different requirements for the magazines 
We shoot chrome. We very rarely use wire pictures unless we can get a print. That's 
just the requirements of a magazine. So it's another factor to consider. 

Mr. Williams: And I'm aware of the fact that you guys prefer color and other 
people what black and white, that kind of thing. 

Ms. Johnson: It's not a difference between, the wires shoot color. It's that we 
use chrome. We print our magazine from chrome. 

Mr. Williams: 

Let me thank 
all these ideas. 
this to Fred, and 
coming. 

Other comuents? 

you all very much. Let me assure you that we intend to follow up on 
We'll be meting with our planners. We'll be giving a transcript of 
we'll send a transcript to all of you as well. Thanks very much for 
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AUG 13 '90 12:10 FROM ASSOCIATED PRESS 
DOD MEDIA POOL RELEASE 90-1-1 
RELEASED BY OASD(PA) AT 1220 EST, 13 Aug 90 

tam93 ,A46-----
r w BC-SaudiPool 
ABC-Saudi Pool,380< 

•• "l\ t 

118-13'0482 

AEdsl Th• following pool report wa~ filed by John King of The 
Associat~ Pr•••· The P•nt~gon pool arrived in Saudi Arabia ~r18 
p.m. Monday, local 1:1-. < 

At An Air S.•• in SAUDI ARABIA _ ~aJ. Gen. Don ~. Kaufman, chief 
of the U.S. Military training mission to Saudi Arabia and now 
acting chief of •taff •or ~tral Command Forward - the command 
opwrations for U.S. t~P•• Kaufman .aid planes ere landing 
virtually •very 18 Minut .. or ao, carrying in troops and wqutpment. 

On the current military ~ituation, he ~aid ••everything is about 
the same as it'• ~en ~or about a week or eo. This is an historic 
moment in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. I think our position grow~ 
stronger with each day that goes by.•• Kaufman said that.when asked 
if th•r• war• enough ~o~• there if Iraq attacks. 

''The Saudi gover~nt has been e~tremely cooperative.•• ~ a.id 
h• thinks they arv surprised by the size of the American 
commit~nt. ''They are finding that we are not going to allow a 
handful! of Rmwricans to b• in harm•s way. Th• numbers are larg•r, 
I think, than thw Saudis originally anticipated. · • 

Dozvns of military transport plan••• vehicl~s and equipment. 
u.e. for~•• and wquipmwnt were ~rriving at 5everal places in the 
kingdom and moving on to various positions. 

PAGE.001 

--R.portel"-- .Wi-nw- i;aken •~ to vi•it troops. Thi• information
is a 1'rom a briefing. 

Pool guideline& prohibit saying where are or spe~ific detail& of 
equipment, etc. pool stopped enroute to Saudi Arabia at1rorreJon 
Air Fore• base in Spain for refueling. It's a waystation 1'or troops 
and •Quipment bound for the Persian Gul1' are~. The talmac lined 
with rows of C-141 and ~ssive C-5 transport planes and a win; of 
F16 fighters, some carrying sidewinder missiles. 

A huge hangar was filled with eots so the troops can catch a 
nap. Thwre•a a television and round the clo~k food operation. 
Volunteers from the local church har~ing out drinks and bake goods. 
Among the soldiers somw were from 327 Signal Co. in Fort Bragg. The 
airborne unit troop& wore red berets. Support grouos from the 18th 
Air Corp, Just come in on a C-~. 

A member of this unit said they had not trained in the desert 
and had not trained •Htensively for chemieal warfare. ''We're not 
really that well trained •Heept in our <military specialty>, •• a 
member of the Signal Co. said. The young man an~iously aaked a 
reporter ••so- should I think I'm coming back ••• I'm pretty 
seared.'' Other soldiers at th• B2nd Airborne, atopping at thw 
Spain air base said they had received training and were ~on1'ident 
th•y would fare well in evwnt of a eh~mical attack in the desert. 

Kaufman said he was aware of no military incid~nt b•tyw••n the 
Saudis and Iraqis. 

''As far •• I know it has been very stable,•• said Kaufman. 
AP-WX-88-13-H 1211EDT < 
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DOD MEDIA POOL REPORT 90-01-02 
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,· 

chc43 ,A54-----
r w ~C-PcolRaport 08-13 0201 
ABC-Pool Report< 
AEdsu The following is a pool dispatch rwported by Scripps-Howar-d 
and filed by John King of The Associated Press.< 

At An Air Base in Saudi Arabia Here are some brief comMents 
from troops at an air-field in Saudi Ar-abia. We are prohibited f~1 
saying where interviews took place or from using their names. 

The troops were interviewed in the air base hanpar, waiting to 
be transported to their field positions. 

A female nurse, 21, with Delaware National Guar-d, ''The guard's 
done a lot for me, and I want to put something back.'' She 
volunteered, is an airman first class from Hagertown, Pa. She's~ 
student in Delaware. 

A 27-year-old sergeant from Claymont, Del., in a support unit 
from Fort Bragg. He came over today on a Federal EMpress plane. ""I 
called my wife and told her I might be called on, and if I go, Just 
pray we all gat out of here safe •••• Yes, it's scary, you have to 
build up the courage and put the fear aside and do what you have to 
do.'' He had gas mask on belt. ·"They are telling us to be ready to 
stay four to siM months.•• 

AP-wX-08-13-90 1313EDT< 
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DOD NATIONAL MEDIA POOL REPORT 90-01-03 
RELEASED BY~ASD(PA) AT 3:00p.m., 13 Aug 90 

xx855 ,FI31----
u v POOLREPORT 
APOOL REPORT 

08-1.3 0188 

Pool report writt11n and filed by Johr• King, FIP. 

Fl Q;otar televiliion niPWSCillit available ol"t Saudi television waG 
dominated by cov11ra;e of the Ira~i invasion. The footage included 
l•ngtny cover;oge of naval ;ond air activity in the region, including 
•hots of American and British ships. Most of the newsc••t was in 
Arabic, but thll footilge ineluded comments frorn a B>·itish official, 
in English, who said naval foree5 would turn ec•mroeree away from 
Ira~ if economie sanction• were not fully enforeed. 

Also show was an Ameriean milit;ory officer, r•ot identified iY• 
Englisl'l, who cited Il"a~•s · 'propensity•' fc•r using chemical 
weapons. Otl'l91" footage included shots of il chem-warf;ore suit and 
mask, truek11 lined up ;ot the Turk-Iraq border •r•d a rally of 
suppo>"tllrs of Kuwait's ousted emir. Tl'le site of tl'>e rillly was r•ot 
given in Englisl'l. 

Also shown w•~• comments from Sen. Richard ~ugar, R-Ind., 
discussing tl'l• US government's eoncern for Americ~ns and ot1'1ar5 
being l'leld ag;ainst tl'leir will. And brief foot~age was showr, of t,.,e 
reunion and n•ws conf•rence of the 10-year-old Ame>"ican girl 
reunited with l'ler p;or•ntA. 

--30-
kin; 
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r w ~C-PoolReport 08-13 0201 
ABC-Pool Report< 
AEds1 The ~ollowing is a pool dispatch reported by Scripps-Howard 
and ~iled by John King o~ The Associated Press.< 

At An Air Base in Saudi Arabia _ Here are soMe brie~ comMents 
~rom troops at an air~ield in Saudi Arabia. We are prohibited ~~1 
saying where interviews took place or ~rom using their naMes. 

The troops were interviewed in the air base hangar, waiting to 
be transported to their field positions. 

A female nurse, 21, with Delaware NationAl Guard, ''The guard's 
done a lot for me, and I want to put something back.'' She 
volunteered, i& an airman first class from Hagertown, Pa. She's e 
student in Delaware. 

A 27-year-old sergeant from Claymont, Del., in a support unit 
from Fort Bragg. He came over today on a Federal EMpress plane. ''I 
called my wife and told her I might be called on, and if I go, JU&t 
pray we all get out of here safe ••.• Yes, it's scary, you have to 
build up the courage and put the ~ear aside and do what you have to 
do.•• He had gas mask on belt. ·'They are telling us to be ready to 
stay ~our to siK months.•• 

AP-WX-08-13-90 1313EDT< 
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~EDS1 This pool report was reported, written and filed by John King 
of The Associated Press. < 

SAUDI ARABIA _ Thrae American oil workers in Saudi Arabia said 
Monday they have found virtually unanimous support among Saudi 
citizens for the massive deployment of u.s. troops here. 

The three, one of whom was heading home to Georgi& on & flight 
Monday night, said they initially feared Iraqi forces would 
continue south into the Saudi kingdom after conquering Kuwait but 
now feel reassured that such an attack would be repelled. 

The three men work for Aramco, an oil company they said has abou. 
:;,000 American workers here. About 60 percent of the dependents of 
the eKpatriate workers have departed since the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait, they said, under a voh•nte~ry program run by the cornpany. 

Heading home Monday night was Joe Daniel of Eastman, Ga., a 
student at the New Orleans Baptist Seminary who was here for a 
summer Job and scheduled to leave sometime this month. 

''I tried to get out earlier, right after the invasion, but 
there was a waiting list,•• Daniel said. ''I wasn't really afraid 
but everybody at the <Aramcol camp thought it would be best to go 

--..··soon as poiuiible. •• · · ·· ·· · -
Daniel said he called family membe~s the day after the invasion 

to let them know he was safe. 
''We really don't f'ettl any danger,'' roaid Deniel 0 who arrived in 

Saudi Arabia two months ago, 
The men work at an Aramco facility in Abqaiq, more thann 200 

miles south of the K~wait-SaYdi border, near which Iraqi troops 
have taken up positions. 

They were interviewed in a hotel elsewh~re in SaYdi Arabia by a 
reporter allowed into the country Monday with a Pentagon media 
pool. Guests at the hotel included dozens of Kuwaitis, Britons 
<Style??>, and others who fled Kuwait after Iraq attacked. Ground 
rules for the operation prohibit disclosure of the eKact location. 

Mike McMahon, who said he has been in Saudi ~rabia working for 
~ramco ''off and n for 10 years'' said moat Americans learned of 
the Iraqi invasion from Yoice of Rmerican and British Broadcasting 
Corp. broadcasts. 

''It makes you uneasy, nervoYs, but I never had personally any 
fear for my lif'e, 11 said McMahon, of PhoeniK. ''I've thought from 
the beginning that the risk to ua was pretty low.•• 

He said another Aramco workers, whom he declined to name, went 
to the SaYdi-Kuwait border shortly after the invasion becayse he 
wanted to inquire about family membe~s in Kuwait. 

• • He wasn 1 t able to get in,' 1 McMahon said. ··Iraqi soldiers 
st 

···~~~ 



MeMahon said th~ man took vaeation time to try to loeate his 
family but the h@ had not heard from him so did not know whether 
they still were in Kuwait. 

H• said Saudis who work at ~rameo have bean overwhelmingly 
•~pportiv• of th• u.s. military buildup hare. 

·'The Saud-is I've talked to al"e vey mueh supportive of' the 
Am•riean troops and their pl"esenee here,'' he said. ''During the 
Iran-Iraq war when the U.S. ships were in the Persian Gulf' there 
was a miMed feeling among the Saudis. But this time I f.-1 like 
most everybody is glad to seem th•m, especially when they first 
eame beeause of the reports about the Iraqi troops massing at the 
border. I know I'm certainly glad to see them.•• 

The other ~rameo worker asked to be idantifi•d only bu his first 
name, Walt, and said he was from Mississippi. 

H• said the ~m•ricans most worried about the prosect of an Iraqi 
invasion of Saudi t•rritory have left ''with most of them leaving 
their cars out at the airport. We still beli•ve their is no real 
threat here but anytime the military is involved some people get 
hysterical.'' 

Walt, who said he has worked here for n&vero years, said family 
members called him at 2 a.m. and 6 a.m. th& day after the ~ug. 2 
invasion, saying they had heard reports that all ~mericans in Saudi 
Arabia were being evacuated. 

''1 said that was nonsense only to get another call a few hourg 
later with the game question,'' he said. 

Walt said he had come away from his recent conversations with 
Saudis with the impression ''Saddam Hussei~ has forfeited his 
c~edibility among the Arabs here and they are now very much against 
him and very supportive of' the u.s. presence.'' 

An English-language Saudi newscast l'lond·ay night snowed King Fahd 
meeting with his Cabinet and the newscaster said the king had 
offered praise for the nations that have sent military forces to 
help def•nd the oil-rieh kingdom. And an editorial in Monday's ~rab 
N•w~, and English language daily published i~ Saudi Arabia, 
eondemned the invasion of Kuwait and ealled Baddam ''a fool, 
squirming and frothing hysteria in e tren~h of his own making.'' 

Both Walt and McMahon said they would be leaving Saudi Arabia 
soon for sd,eduled vaeations b•Jt plenned to raturn. 

''In soma ways I'm sorry to leave at this time,'' McMahon seid. 
''It's a stressful period for some of our p&ople and I wish I eould 
stay with them -~!_ld_ride it out.'' . ··----------- ···-····---------

Jk 

----..... --- ~· .. ·- . . . - . . . . .. - -... 
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tTHJ.S IS DOD POOL REPORT N0.5. FILE:!:' AND WRITTEN BV JIM ADAt1 , 
REUTERS l ·(E~o.-> 

SAUDI ARABIA - Par·atrooperr. with th101 !2r.d Air·bot·ne 
divisim·• <ipPead a.:r•o;;;ii tht!i Saudi Arabia!'l d,..,.Pt'"i: Tuw,.d:.~·,· with 
tankii, guru;; lmd mis1;ile:! sa~··it1g th .. ·r ...,.~, . .., r• .. a.dy· for• anythir1g 
including a chemical ~tt~ck.(~op) 

""W..,'re traine~d ;...,,.it,'' an Atm Admr, Mic;h., Ar·my· 
spe<~i;a1ist "a.id of th"' possi.bi.l.it.y of che!11ical •~a:·f;;~r"'· ""If it 
happ;on<;, we· re re&~d'( ·F"r it. · '<eup> 

The par~tronpers were part of the U.S. ~ilitary buildup n 
Saudi Ar•abi~ or·dered by President Bush tn "''draw a ~i••• In t1e 
sand'' and h~lp prevent Iraq from lnvading.Ceop) 

Th~y bruught wilh them Sh@ridan tank~ Mnd TOW a11ti-~~nk 

missiles that would form a def~nsiv~ lin• to fight Iraqi 
forc:e,; if t.hsy in••a.de.<~op) . 

Th" soldiO!!t'~' also bt•ought 50·-c!O.liber· guns und f.t't"ck•; t.hci. 
cat·• fire bar1ks of twelv~ b~ttl~ mt~~i1~~ ~t ~ time~<eop> 

Ev~ry f'Bratroup~r ir·~t~r·viewed by a poo1 of Americ3t1 
r"'por·ter'i said hF.! W<H.l r·e.a.d~· for a t:ht!'micmJ .. ><tic>ll:k or· at1ythin 
el15e !:hal: C:OM,.s.<e>op> 

T. raq i pt~es i dat1 t S:!t.ddom ~k1sse S. t1 !.l·:SEAd r::hi?m i L.:;::;.J" L<dl::?d.~)C.a1·;..; i tl 
thE!! lr;:tn-Ir.;lq w.:a:·~ r.u~r.1 a11 It..alian dl.pllJiti.?at. ha~ satd 8d!.id:~t'l'\ w 'ii-i 

rel.ocat:i11g c;hemir:a.:l. IIIL!I1itiohS cluse1· to t.he Saudi bor·d~r nnw <.,op> 
1111 1 'M a litt.1e ·BSc~red but.~ ... ~'of~'r.e t•fli!oady~'' Si.ii.id ~ 

paratrnnp@r from Norfolk, Va.<eop) 
A l.leutfi!tl:..nt s<!iu the par·;d:r·oopet·s tn.'li.!1"'d c:cm,h>nLly to 

fight it'l tH.~t::l~ar, chetnic;;.~ ur beu:t~u·ioj~ngical \'11~-;laJ;>Dno;; bH.ttle.·.{~"?op> 

''''We haven't dona it in this h"'at,' · he said. But he sai 
th~ troop• ~eg1Jla~ly tratn in tl1e hum1d SU!\Im~r h.,dt nf Fort 
Sr·a9g, N.C. Cer.rp> 

Huwev~r, G@t·,. Nor·man Sc•1war~kopf, command~r· of al.l LJ.S~ 

forc .. s in the Midd1 ... E>u;t., told the pon1 reparter·s .. arli.er· 
that: the t.r·tmps f~<!.v"' trai.r>IP.d in t.h~• ht>t. t=hot!11i.cal flt·(jtii't.:f:h11'• 

suit~ in western U.S. desert~ where temperature• are 
ccmpar~b1~ to t~1os~ in Saudi ~r~biM.<eup) 

Th@ p~r~tr·oop@r~, ir1terview~d at an undi~c1o~~d ~t.ilgir·1g 

sr·e,a, said t.hey were a.n:ci.uus t.a gel cl.t:..~sen· t:o the f{u~"a.i t 
border where commanders said Iraqi for~e• that invaded and 
oct.:upied H!.H-.Ja;.t. t"'erM buildit-:g up ~H1d d;.gging it1 defet15i.ve1y~ ·F:?'op> 

So"1a ~.:1f the :;cl.d i c·H·s pasi>~d '{:he t. ime with s.:H•don i c: h;.J~ICir -<~op> 
t·Jhen a reprJrter a$1'\ed Otlti rJf t.hem th~~ r:~t-ec~ise pl.Jrpcse L'lf 

his 50·-cal.ibli!r gun ~•ounted on a t.r•uck, h•: replied• ""i'n stay 

'tt 
0 
0 ,.. 



alive.· '<eop> 
The para:~troope>rl'; aJ.vrJ br•o1.1gl1t. c:cmmcmir;ati.cm i:.t'l.oH:k>:; and at 

emt.i:·., rEEp<air Ut1i!·. ft.lr t.r!AC~.s, tahkf! and rd.esi.J.e., •~i. th them. eop> 
The m,.chan i Cli all had M··l. 6 r· i flii;; by th .. i r "'i d@s. ·(<>op) 
""The~-· ;ar., eol..diers first,'' an oi7 fi.cli!r eOiid.<eop> 
The paratroopers also had med i. c::!s c.c.tmmanded b)• a eecor·,d 

J.i .. uhm:ant L·Jhc, !H!id t.he medic:;, tlf!Vet· get t.he al:.tentim> they 
dlit'iiar vg. <ec1p> 

''Everybody gives al.J. the atct:~nti1.1n to the l1i9 toys,'' h 
said, ref'll!rr•ing to the taP1V.s and anti.-t:;ank. we>lpntls naar·b)•.<c' p} 

Th" po<>J. r,.pot·l .. r·s were bctUnd by r'CI].6f~; prchl.bit.ing th..,,., 
f'rc>m 151'.!)'' ing ••h>lt·e ;,., Saudi. Ar·:ab ia t:h(~ Ll, S. <Jt> its arE! ;;md how 
bi9 they ar·e.<wol> 
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\ 

c 
. ,. c . 

e .. 

c 
' 

c 
.. · . ... 

' u 
' I -, I 

·~ 

u 

L.· 

L 

\.. 

\...· 

,_ 

. - r-···-·-··· 
FOR THIS AND ALL OTHER POOL REPORTS PLEASE USE THE FOLLOWING FA .. 

NUMBER• 202-693-6853 and i~ busy, .697-3501. please number this pool 
report no. 6 and the newspaper pool no. 7 and f•M to teh same 
n~mber. reuters is receiving no. 5 and it should be available soon. 

fyi, svl reports coming in today because o~ volume of 
interviews. this first set will be followed with later day 
demonstrations of weapons and additional interviews. 

dateline for all is SAUDI ARABIA _ we are prohibited from 
disclosing eKact location, 

SAUDI ARABIA ~ For one American soldier, deployment in Saudi 
Arabia is a honeymoon of sorts. 

The sp~ialist, based at Fort Bra;;, N.C., was sC'hltduled ·:to be·· 
mal"rted on Aug. 11 but. was ·.C'alled for. duty .in Saudi Al"abia .a. ~ew 
dayS. beforil th•n.. . · .... : · · .>-~-.:_: :: _;.-!: :. :-:· 

• 'My wife~··then my fianC'e, and I got to thinking that I .might 
not C'ome back so, we decided to go •head and do it,•• said the 
speeialist, among a contingent from t~e send Airborne set up· at a 
Saudi air defense C'amp. . . . .. · · ·· 

The Saudi desert has the speC'ialist, from Monroeville (&p??l, 
Ala., thinking about C'hanging his honeymoon plans. 

''We were supposed to go to Florida but now maybe we'll go 
someplace better,'' he said. · 'With. this heat, maybe we' 11 go to 
Alaska.•• 

Ground rules for the Pent;agon poo·l operation prohibit disC'loau;.e 
o.f he eKact location and publication of the namvs·.of Arner"ican ::.' .. · 
troops deployed here to defend Saudi Arabia ~rom a possible Iraqi 
·attaC'ko ' . 

The 82nd Airborne troops visited. Tuesday .are living il'l ·tents on· 
the Saudi ~ompleM, surrounded by M~51-Sheridan airborne assault 
vehiC'les, a light tank, 8nti-tank veli·i~les equipped with To·w 
missile• and other weapons, including ;and multi roC'ket lau~h· system 
designed to fire at enemy radar and assembly positions as well as 
1 t'ght vehic:les. . , :-· , , . 

. When they arrived their worrie• were potential battles wK rh 
Iraqi troops and possible use of C'hemic:al we;apons against them. 
Now, with Iraqi forC'es taking up defensive positions and the . _·. 
burgeoning Rmerican force digging in ;as well, .the troops here'are 
more worried ;about ~amily back home and beating yhe intense desert 
heat. .. . .. 

Temparatures wvre approaching 100 ·deg!"ees when the pool ·visited 
tha troops ;at 10 a.m. local time Tuesday and eKpeC'ted to reaC'h ·113 
degrees or higher by afternoon. Tha reddish sand of the desert can 
be seen fol" miles1 shade is virtually impossible.to find, · 

The most popular spot here is the maintenane ;ar;age, which 
offers • respite from the sun and _ by Saudi stand;ards _ a C'ooling 
breeze. 

All of the American forces hare are told to drink at least siK 
gallons or water a day to stay hydrated in the searing heat. 

These rapid-deployment forC'es were called into aC'tion so quickly 
that many ••id they did not get to say goodbye to family and 
friends, 

''The last time I 
one staff Sgt. ''She 
got a quiC'k note off 

saw my 
wasn't 
bef'ore 

wife w•• 5 a.m: the day I left,•• s;aid 
home when I got the C'&ll to go. So I 
I le~t ;and wrote her from Spain on the 

way over,•• 
One of the 

give approval 
''I didn't 

based ;at Fort 

f'ew C'omplaints ~rom the soldiers _ 
for • ~ree mail system. 
have time to get any money,'' said 
Bragg and orgin;ally from New York. 

that Washington 



- ·-· .. : 

PAGE.002 
'9P' c;·~":f ~ROMASSOCIATEDPRESS ,-··-·-••"' 

AUG 14 · family and friends back home know they were safe. 
r, ·'.·I hope the American people realize the need for us to be 
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her•~'' one lietenant said. ''Ali leaders o-r the free world we 
cannot allow.this type or aggression to take place. No one really 
likes being here bit we've got a JOb to do and we•re eager to de 

_tt.P ·-·· -· -· -- --· 

A lieutenant interviewed atop a Sheridan said morale has been 
''outstanding'' and that troops are beginning to adJust to the 
heat. ''We're settling in now,•• he said. ''We came in eMpecting 
anything from going into a peacetime mission to total war. In 
Panama we went in knowing it was a combat situation right off the 
bat.•• 

There is little shade under which to escape the sun and the 
troops left the states so quickly they could not bring any.;ear for 
recreation aetivitt•s. So now they mostly sit and wait, Those 
assigned to day shifts say sl .. ping at night, when temperatureds 
drop nto the 80s, isn't so bad. There are rows.of tents for those 
who need to sleep dUI"ing the day, :but they prov~de little -cape 
fi"OIII the dry heat. · · 

• '.We'd rather sit and wait than. go and fight but i.t's 
r!"ustrating,•• said the lieutenant. 

The staff sergeant had a different perspective. 
~·If I have to come this far and go through all this trouble I'd 

rather get out the!"& and fight, take care of business,•• he.said. 
Saudi forces brought the Amel"ican troops sandwiches and fries 

from Hard••• and also have brought breakfasts of brea.d, fru.it and 
cheeses. Believe it or not, several·said they would prefal" ·to,eat 
theil" A!omy-issued MRes _ meals ready to eat~ · ... 

''No offense because the Saudis have been great hosts, but 
things JUst taste a little different,' • said one Sgt. ·: ·' · 

All of the troops have chemieal wa!"fal"e •uits with them and gas 
masks st~apped to their hips. 

"Vou hear little rumors about .it <the possibility of ehvmical 
attacks) f'rom t tme to t i m11 but you ·Just press ·on, " anotl'ler. sgt 
from Fort Bragg said as he stood neKt .to a huge satellite 
eommunieations disk. ''We've got a lot of duties to take care of 
here •o you can't worry too mueh.'' 

Said a sgt from Mt. Airy, N.C. 1 ''You ean&t worry abo~t tl'le gas 
or chem1eals. You take in the equipment and.if you need to use it 
you do. we• r• trained and ready. • • . · , . . . . .. .. .-._.,,., .. c ... 

Sen. Ed Seholes, commander of the forward eommand forces here, 
aQid ''oul" troops are prepared for that and ready ror 1t if.it 
c:omes. • , • You're all11ays coneerned about that prospeet . but , o.ur ..... '.-. 
troops here are trained in that .and they have the equipMent.•• ;_: 

Scholes deseribed the Mission as ''deterrence, .assisting and· 
training the l!laudis and if necessary assist.ing 'them tn the defense 
of the kingdom of Saudi Arabia.•• 

Part of the 82nd's eUI"I"ent Wol"k, he said, was ••euring an area 
1'or the arrival of Marines and equipment, 

Seholes and the troops reported rew equipment problems 
asaoeiated with the heat. 

''There are obvious problems in operating in this environment 
but we•ve had nothing unusual,'' the general said, 

Some radio failures have been blamed on the heat. 
Army officials said last week that units with tanks and other 

vehicles would need additional air filtel"s and higher viscosity oil 
to keep running tn the desert environment. As much a problem as the 
heat is the taleum-like sand of the desert • 
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National Desk: This is pool reporc number seven. You must fax a 
printout of this immediately to the Pentagon, and then wait for 
the Pentagon to release it to everyone before using it. Fax num
ber at Pentaqon is 202-693-6853. To verify that number and make 

sure of everything, call 202-693-1074. 
Following is a daily newspaper pool report by Frank Aukofer of 

The Milwaukee Journal and Peter Copeland of Scripps Howard. 
Saudi Arabia-As soldiers have for centuries, the Americans of 

the 82nd Airborne here are mostly fighting the heat, boredom and 
concern that their loved ones back home are worrying about them. 

And, as soldiers have always done, they already are complaining 
about the food and the sanitary facilities. 

The first couple of days weren't bad, Their Saudi hosts brought 
the troops Hardee's beef sandwiches and french fries. No kidding. 
Nobody among the troops knows where the Saudis found the American 
fast food, but there are Hardee'sfranchises in this country. 

Now the troops have settled in to meals provided by their Saudi 
hosts that consist mostly of bread, water, fruit and vegetables. 

"Yesterday for lunch, we had green beans, bread and water, and 
for breakfast today, we had bread, an apple and water," said a 
19-year-old private from Spokane, Wash. "I'd rather eat an MRE 
(ready-to-eat field ration) but they said they don't have enough 
in the country yet." 

Many of the soldiers at an air defense base the Saudis turned 
over to the Americans here in the desert can't get used to the 
fact that the shower and latrine is combined in a single stall
and they don't come equipped with toilet paper. 

"These people own most of the oil and have most of the money in 
the world, and they drive Bimmers and Mercedes," said a 36-year
old platoon sergeant from Columbia, S.C. "You think they'd come 
up with some decent plumbing." 

A 23-year-old private from Portsmith, Ohio, said, "The desert's 
not as bad as I thought. At night it's like air conditioning," he 
&aid with a grin. 

The troops have little to do but sit in the stifling heat, and 
trY to keep their equipment and vehicles ready to go at a mo
ment's notice. 

In coming days they will be training with Saudi troops and pre
paring to defend the area where more U.S. equipment will be un
loaded. 

They also will be training to protect themselves from chemical 
weapons, which have bean used in the past by Iraqi forces in the 
war against Iran. 

A 31-year-old sergeant from Sanford, Fla., was the man in 
charge of protecting his people from chemicals. 

They all carry gas masks strapped to their sides and protective 
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suits in their packs. They also carry three syringes loaded with 
antidotes to nerve gas. 

"It's just like putting on reqular clothes," he said. "It would 
degrade soldiers' performance, but I've trained in the California 
desert and didn't die of heat." 

Another chemical warfare expert, a 22-year-old from San Fran
cisco, said he had worn one of the suits for eight hours straight 
in training in the california desert. But that was in SO-degree 
temperatures, he said. 

In addition to all the protective, equipment, the troops have 
nerve gas detectors to warn them of an attack. 

A 23-year-old tank commander from Turtle Lake, Wis., said one 
ot the biggest problems was that the heat had been "frying the 
radios." 

The equipment was not designed specifically for desert fight
ing, and the tanks and jeeps were painted dark green camouflage 
instead of the brown desert patterns. 

The vehicles did not have big tires for sand and sometimes 
bogged down off the road. 

Tank crews stay 24 hours a day wi~ their Vietnam-era Sheridan 
light tanks, which can be dropped from airplaDes. They sleep on 
the tanks or on the sand next to the tanks. But during the day, 
the metal armor on the tanks is too hot to touch, much less sleep 
on. 

Their only activity so far has been writing letters home and 
keeping the tanks running. 

"There's a lot of maintenance," the Turtle Lake tank commander 
said. "When you depend on a vehicle to keep you alive, you keep 
after it." 

Each person out in the open must drink five to six gallons of 
water a day to keep from dehydrating in the desert heat, the 
troops say. They carry canteens and one-liter plcstic bottles of 
water provided by the Saudis. 

With the tanks and other vehicles sitting out in the open, the 
coolest place around is the maintenance garage, where the desert 
wind blows through one of the few shaded areas around. 

Temperatures reach 100 deqrees by 10 in the morning, and climb 
to 120 just past midday. Everyone agrees that the early afternoon 
is the worst time. 

Sleepinq at night, the soldiers say, is not too bad because it 
cools down to the 80s. But the men who work nights and must sleep 
during the day have had some trouble adapting. 

"I miss the smoq already," said a 24-year-old 'l'OW anti-tank 
missile gunner from Buena Park, Calif., near Los Angeles. He had 
just finished writing a letter to his girlfriend in North Caroli
na, near Fort Bragg. 
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An 18-year-ola private from Winchester, Ky., said the hardest 
part for him was worrying about how his family must be worrying 
about him ana the other troops. 

Sitting in the shade of a jeep and sharpening a knife, the Ken
tucky ppivate sAid be'a like to be able to tell his mom that he's 
aoinq all right. 

11Tell her not to worry, that I'll be home soon," he said. Tell 
, her to pray for me ana tell her I pray every night." 

-30-
10:33:56 TUe 08/14/90 
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SAUDI ARABIA - A 26-year-old Saudi sergeant had this advice 
:or hia new American allies: ''Keep the flaps of your tent 
>pen.'' 

''God willing, they will get used to the heat soon,•• said 
:he stocky sergeant, sweat running down his face into a thick, 
llack beard. 

He and his men stood outside a cloth tent, white on the 
lUtside and a festive yellow inside. They slept on colorful woven 
:ugs and made strong coffee in silver-colored pots. 

About 50 yards away on the Persian Gulf, American soldiera 
:rom the 82nd Airborne had their own tent. The soldiers from both 
;idea were guarding a Saudi naval base. 

In other parts of the country, the aoldiers from the two 
•rmiea were separated, but here on the coast they began combined 
lperations Tuetday. 

''This is the first day and we are getting to know each 
lther,•• the Saudi sergeant said, speaking through an 
.nterpreter. 

The American platoon at the site wa1 getting to know both the 
laudis and what it was like to live in the desert. 

''They could put us up in air-conditioned buildings,•• said 
~he platoon's medic, a 24-year-old from Hollywood, Fla. ''But 
~hen if we have to fight people uaed to thit, we•re not going to 
.ast very lone;.'' 

The medic said his biggest problem was the gung-ho types in 
il platoon. 

••we•ve got some pretty hard-charging studs here,'' he said. 
'They puah pretty hard. But that's their job. They're 
avericka. '' 

He said that a number of membera of the platoon had auffered 
~rom the heat, by not drinking enough water and not eating as 
tell as they ahould. 

''I'm like their mother,'' he said. ''It's my job to aee that 
~hey eat, and if you aee a guy with two full canteens, you know 
1e's not drinking," 

The medic said he had treated many platoon members with 
ntravenous injections of a nutrient-ladden fluid called 
'ringers lactate.'' <cheek definition>. Symptoms of heat 

!Xhaustion, he said, are headaches and blurred vision. 
The Saudis, uted to living in the desert, had the mere 

:omfortable looking of the two tents. The Americans simply had 
.heir gear strewn on the sand inside. 

Between the two tents was an area, half surrounded by buried 
rooden packing crates, with two 25-foot-long pieces of canvas 
nside. The Saudis aaked the Americans not to atep there becauae 
~hat i1 where they face Mecca and pray five times a day. 



T"e ~oel visited first with a detacrtment from t,e 82nd l=nrborne 
that had set u~ a staging came at a Saudi air-defense fac1lity 
temporarily being u5ed as a CO<mo fc•r the U.S. forces. 

Their camp .. ·was the tempor01ry nome fet" n~lmel'"c•~s Vietman-et"a M5:5l. 
S"et"idan a:il'"bOI"ne assault vehicles _ light, air-droooaole taroks. 

Also at thilt site was a m•Jltiple t"ocket launchet". G~·ound t"ules 
for the pool 6~:~et"ation oroh:ibit the release of axact n•.lmbers of 
we~pon~, exact locations of U.S. deoloyments and tne names of most 
trooos here. Only officers with command duties can be auoted by 
name. 

At thCI naval base, a small detachment from the B2nd tool'. uo 
positio"tl o, sand dunes ovet"looking the wa~ter; nearby were Saudi 
forces already on hand at the naval base, 

Naval Cmdt", Chl"istophel" J, Elles, who heads a 20-member u.s. 
Navy training detac;-hment irt Saudi Arabia, ~>aid aporoximately 2, 000 
Americans and 10,000 ex~:~att"iates total had left the &t"ea since the 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. 

··~great de~l of the civilian!> have left hare,'' he said, 1n 
most cases leavinp b~hi~d family m~mb~r~ who work for at"~a oil 
ODI!fl'~t i 01"!!• -·-

''One bomb in the right place obviously would create a lot of 
preble"'••'' ne said when asked about the defen'lOeS in ~:~lace for 
!"learby oil fAcilitie!O. "That 1 s a oer~oro,;d oo1nior•." 

This was t~e first ti"'e th~ vi•iting cool had the oooortun1ty to 
see U.S. tl"oo 0~ worki,g iro the field with Saudi ~orces. Witn the 
exceot icn <:of the Canadian Jets, the ~:~cool has root seen a~ny torc&s 
·from ot.,.,r nat ions, although Egypt ian and other fo!"'ces ;ore !'e>;::)O:•rteo:< 
to be on Saoudi soil, Local media also repo•·ted that Pakistan has 
pledged to send military help. 

··There's a great deal o~ wor;..ing relatio:~nshics tn•t have t·r.· be 
worked out,'' Elles said of' the growing multinational defense fo,...ce. 

Although the deoloyment of large numbers of American trooos on 
Saudi t~oi l is ul"loreeede'"lted, the U, S. mi 1 ita>'Y does mair•tail'1 some 
cel"manel"lt training facilities here, and the commanders of those 
•.mits are assisting in the discussuons with Saudi officials as well 
as tilking on r•ew roles in the American defense f'~rce. Sevl!lr;ol Siillldi 
Military inst-allation» also we•·e built by Americ•m», some dating 
back to World War II! others in the past 20 yea,...s. 

Ellee aeid as the American cre~>ence close to the Kuwait-Saudi 
borders grows t!'le u.s. trooos a.-e undet" cleat" ii'IStl'"~tct io::•ns to:- avoid 
instigating combat. 

''We have very specific rules of engagement,•• he said. ·"We are 
not going to shoot fil"st ~tnless it is more than clear that it is an 
attack,'' He sa1d Iraqi forces would have to cross clear!~ in~o 
Saudi tel"t"itory befol"e U.S. forces would consider firin2. 

The pool wa5 tr•r•s~:>orted into the field O<boat"d Blacl<hawk 
helicocters a~fter viewing a demonstriltion of A~:~ache a~tac~ 
nelicocters, a vital component of the anti-tank strat!!QY sh.:.•~•d 

Ir&>Q t:.end its formidable armored for·ee across the ~u .. ait border 
into thR Sa~ldi kingdom. 



Lt. C!!>l. DOI'I Vii'ISOI'I, commander C•f the lsot Battalion Of the ec:r.d 
Avi.at ion Briga_pe, s.:oid a typical Apaene cert·ied eight laser-;~1i.ded 

Hellfir!! missiles, two 19-snot r-ocket oods and 11::00 rounds; of 3121 mM 
oomrnurdtion. B•~t Vin .. on said the Apaehes also could be fitted "'ith 
othet• wtraoons ills well. 

He said the H~llfires would "destroy any armo::-r know,., today," 
Asked if there were enough Aoaches in Saudi Arabia to destroy a 

eolumn of Iraqi tanks, Vinson •nswel"ed with a blunt · '.sob~>olv.tely. • • 
En route to tha naval base the Blackhawks cros5ed over a stretch 

of desert Go syn-scorched in most ;o~reas the l<md was cracking. 
Temperatures were well above 100 degress my mid-afternoon. 

The choppers ~assed over a number of Saudi oil facilities, 
including storage tanks and a lengthy pipeline. 

Out in that heat was a!'lother detachment from the 82nd, 
exer-cising in the scorching heat as part of an effort to get them 
accustomed to the arid desert climate. 

All u.s. for-ces her-e are being told to drink at least six 
gallons of water a day. A medic at the naval base said he nad 
treated numerous dehydration c~ases. And soldier-s a~t the staQin; 
c11mg regorted radio faih1res tMey blamed or, heat. 

A Saudi official ~raveling w1th the gool said s~udis in ~oth tMe 
United States and her-e had called goverroment offices •.lrRing the 
government to allow American troops in immediately after the 
i nva.-.ic•l'''l. 

''We gave them money, suooorted them and never g~t in their way 
and now this,'' the official said of' IraQ. The official, who asked 
!'lOt to be named, said Saudi public opinion aooeared to be f~tllY. 

behind the U.S. deployment. 
He gave that assessment when asked by a member- of a helicopter ___ 

~rewt ''What do the Saudi oeoolP think of ug betna here?'' 
**TOTAL PAGE.OO! •• 
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arod told him thilt's tMactly why we 5hould be worried." 
Anotht~ conc•r~ is ov~r what w iII happ~n if th~ cr is i i turros i roto 

a Ions ~talemate. 
Arab r~solve is firm now, in the fat~ of a cl~ar and present 

da~ger, but may b~ mort difficult to mai~tain in the months ahead, 
u;p~elally if th~ ~pHtule t>f ont Arab nation slowly being hrc~d to 
its kn~~s by a u.s.-ltd blockade ignit~i the highly flammable, 

.anti-West~rn passions that 1ti II exist in thi' part of the world, 
Such a nenario 1 ~o~hi le worrisome, i& not considered I ikely at the 

moment,' hO!JIVtr. 
"There Is a fteli9 that things are happening too fast for a 

stalemate to develop," one Saudi source said. ·~ore and more, Saddam is 
acting I ike a cornered ~nimal," 

Cornered perhaps. But it is clear frt>m conversations with them 
that, when the 
kill comes, the Saudis ate anx'ioUI that it will b~ titan &nd quick, 

end it 

AUG 14 '90 11:32 
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ITTEN BY JAY PETERZELL AND MICHAEL 

A senior Kuwaiti official said Tuesday that the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait 
can only be reversed through military action by the United 
States, Saudi Arabia and other nations. 

"I donjt see any hope unless there is military 
action," said Abdul Rahman al Ateeqi, senior advisor to 
the ousted Emir of Kuwait. "We don't want others to be 
harmed," said al Ateeqi, but "there is no way but this 
one." 

The Bush administration is sending troops to the area 
to deter an Iraqi attack on saudi Arabia but still hopes 
that economic sanctions will force Iraq to leave Kuwait. 

But Kuwaiti officials expressed a pessimistic view of the 
unfolding crisis during interviews at a saudi quest 
palace, where members of their ousted government have 
taken refuge. 

"A small country like Kuwait cannot wait a long time 
until these sanctions are effective," said al AteeqL 
"Especially with a dictator like Saddam. He can hang on 

a long time." 
The officials said the Iraqis are destroying the 

physical infrastructure 
of their country. "The people inside are completely 
isolated," said al AteeqL "There is nothing left to 
them. The longer this continues the worse it becomes." 

The Kuwaitis also said they no longer have any hope of 
a a negotiated solution to the crisis. "There is no way 
of negotiations now," al ]l.teeqi said. "You cannot 
negotiate when SOl!IGbody else's boot is on your neck." 

Another senior Kuwaiti official argued that a 
settlement is impossible in any case because Saddam 
Hussein's ambitions extend well beyond Kuwait's borders or 
even Iraq's immediate economic interests. 

"No matter how much money you give him," said Kuwaiti 
finance minister Sheik Ali Khalifa al Sabah, Saddam will 
direct his economic resources to bringing into reality his 
vision of Iraqi grandeur. "The quy is a Hitler -- no 
doubt about that," he said. "He wants not only to 
'lead' the Arabs by force, he wants to control the world 
through oil." 

A similar perception by the v.s. led the Bush 
adlllinistration to order the largest deployment of American 
forces to the Middle East since World War II. 

But thus far that deployment is said to be.defensive. 
u.s. officials have stressed the difficulty of an attempt 

to force Iraq's departure from Kuwait. 
Al Ateeqi said, however, that the Kuwaitis fear that a 

protracted stalemate could weaken both American and Arab 
resolve to reverse the invasion. "There is a question 
how long you can keep your forces here ••• doing nothing," 
he said. 

Despite the unprecedented cooperation that Saudi 
Arabia's nor111ally insular leaders have extended to 
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Operation Desert Shield, diplomatic sources in saudi 
Arabia also cautioned that the Saudis may not be willing 
to host a large u.s. military presence indefinitely. 

"The Saudis have opened their body to a foreign 
object. It's like a necessary operation. It's not 
pleasant, and they want as few tubes sticking out as 
possible," said one diplomat~ 

At the same time, he stressed the strategic importance 
ot the area. "If 
the Eastern Province is taken by Iraq, the rest of the 
Gulf goes. I think that's why the line in the sand has 
been drawn where it has," he said. 

Kuwait's exiled government has made little secret of 
its hope that, as Iraq's political options rapidly 
diminish, it will cross this line and justify a 
major military retaliation. 

The likelihood of that happening increased when Saddam 
Hussein formally annexed Kuwait, the diplomat said. He 
added: "Saddam has a real political problem :because he's 
done something he can't give up." 

"Pretty soon, both sides will have to fish or cut bait 
--and I think the first move will be by Iraq," he said. 

The Kuwaiti officials said they are generally satisfied 
with the Arab reaction to the crisis so far -- with the 
exception of the response of Jordan's King Hussein. "He 
is advocating something he has been totally against," 
said al Ateeqi. "He is against occupation on the one 
hand and for it on the other. He is against torture on 
the one hand and for it on the other. He is condemning 
himself." 

Finance minister al Sabah added this warning to Arabs 
who support Saddam: "Any allies who are with him today he 
will turn against tomorrow. ours is a case in point. We 
supported him for eight years to the tune of $11.7 
billion. We opened our ports to him -- at considerable 
danger to ourselves." 

The Saudis are now opening their own borders to Kuwait. 
Citizens of Kuwait have been streaming across the 

border into saudi Arabia, say authoritative sources here. 
Some 70,000 have crossed into this country and are being 

housed and fed at saudi e~pense. 
Iraqi border guards are generally allowing Kuwaitis to 

leave, say the sources. westerners in Kuwait are being 
turned back by the guards. 

In a number of cases, one source said, American women 
married to Kuwaitis have been able to leave by donning 
traditional dress. Iraqi soldiers have treated Arab women 
in Kuwait with respect, the source said. 

A century ago, Saudi king Abdul Rahman was driven out 
of Riyadh by Iraqi-backed rivals and found refuge with the 
ruler of Kuwait, Mubarak al Sabah. Now the Saudis are 
returning the favor: Abdul Rahman's grandchildren rule 
saudi Arabia today and have given refuge to the 
grandchildren of Mubarak al Sabah. 

END IT 
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S~OI ARABIA _ Saudi fiQht•r oslots Wed~sday boasted tnat tney 
could dl!fll&t l~aq's ai~ foroe and said th•y w•~• f&nding it easy to 
wol"k with 8~1 t ish .. anct Am•~ioan pilots now flying Missions with tnem 
along th• Kuwait-Saudi bo~•~· 

And they said th11y had no qualms about fighting fellow ~abs if 
Saddam Hussllln d•old•d to s•nd his fore.s into th• SauGl kingdom. 

''Nobody likes wa~ but if he wants to fight we will fight to the 
death,'' one Saudi pilot said Wlldnllsday befo~e th• Saudi Ai~ Foroe 
staged a demonst~ation fo~ a visiting pool of Am•~ioan JOurnalists. 

Thll Saudi pilots all speak English and nave been t~ained in the 
United States, and Am•~ioan and Bl"itish planes make uo the Saudi 
arsenal. No~, with a multinational defense forQII fo~ming nere, a 
Saudi squad~on commander said Saudi, American and B~itisn pslots 
ar• flying as a single fo~c• unde~ a sinal• oommana. 

''From the fi~st day they arrivea nere tnat o1an nad to be 
implement•d before we leav• the ground,'' the commano•"" sa&a. 

A n:imbtt~ of u.s. s;~lan•• ~ ...... Sllltl'l parked OUtlllOe .... H'otrlC'Ite 
1'\al'lge,. arid maintenance ar•a on Of'lll liiaucu ••"' base v1s1 tea ov t• ,e 
Defense Department pool. · 

loW said h'&Q·l plan•• nave r:u•~tn •Po'l:-ceo a1onq tn• 1\uwalt-:. ... «Ol 
bo,.de,. but that none have eross•d olearl.Y lnto t.euo1 terr>;cry. 

''I don't tn1nk it ~1se f'or tnem ~o eros,. that l:)oroer,•• ne 
said, •·we will ,..aot to tha~ •••• l'm oonf&dent tna'l: we ecu1c 
inflict heavy damage.•• 

T.he squadr-on eommanaer, who saia he got his firs~ t~ain1n; 1n 
;. Selma. Ala., and has studilld et oihe~ u.s. military installations, 

said ''as &.miliary Man'' he eMpeetea the Mideast standoff to be 
,..solved only th,.ough oombat, 

"I am 1'\e~• •• an instruMent of the 1'\a'I'ICJ of the politieian, to 
use if th•y need me,•• he said. &noudl it oome to..,.,., 1'\e said, 
''I'm not af,.aid but I am ,.eaay.•• 

A half doz.,., pilots inte~viewed before a •orambllng of Saudi 
Jets eMp,..ssed little doubt tnat they eould d•feat tt\e I,.aqi air 
fOr'oe and also do significant harm to I,.aqi tanks and ott\llr g,.ouna 
fore••· 

And none said a potential ~•r pitting Arab against A~ab had ln&de 
tt\em ,.eluotant to figt\i, e~ound ~ules prohibit use of Ct\lli~ names. 

''We have to put a l•••h on them,•• the 6auai eommander •••a 
when ask•d how ••a•r 1'\is men were to take on thll Iraais, ··~e ~ave 
to put a l•ash O'l'l me,•• 1'\e tnen sa1o Wlth a 'auon. 

\.... The Bauai pilots said it has a-n easy f01"' t"•m "Co ,)o•n .,. .. ,..., •• 
tdtn the Amerlo&n ana l:ll":ituan pi,ClOS Dec:ause 01" 'CniPlr cr;,unl!'ll lr• 

the West • ...,..,..,.HI'J 
• outs1ae &l~ 

Ai~ Foree &'l"'d t 
ion to F-1:is, 

Rll~if- eno c-130B ana 

one facility 

I-Ii r Force. 
S&Udl &l~ 
itssn-made 

.i b!~~ -~~~-· 
~o~mer•can-maoe 

i;ntnlnQs.anCI 

of tne 
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wneni-ed now ~aD h1s men were tot eon the lraots. ··we nave 
to put leash on ,•• he tnen sa1c tn a !aucn. 

T e uci p1lo said 11: h&• De sy tor tnem to .1o1n 1'0I"'CEIB 

witn Amer1e hd j:jr1t1sn pJ.lo ec:ause 01' tnonr t•••H•l"'P .,, 
the w t. · 

• ··what are 'l'ri•nds for,' • on• p1 .Lot sa1c wnen a•><ac •coU'I: ,;roe 
influll of the outside air ara•nal. ··we are ou1te c::omT"ortaiHe w11.11 
tne Royal Air Foro• and the u.s. ~ir Foree. 

In addition to F-15s, the &audl a&r foi"'Ce nas ~er&c::an-maoe 
F-es, AWRCs and C-130s ano ~rits•n-made Hawks, Li;htn1n;s ana 
Tornadoes, 

Inside one fac::ility at the baae was • reminoer of the 
oc::cassional fights in the U.S. Congress over selling the &audia 
new•r American air firepower. 

A plaque on one wall is in•c::ried with a 1986 quote from Sen. 
JOhn Chafee, R-R.I., from one Senate debate on an a...-s aale. ''In 
my opinion, Saudi Rrabia is a far better JUdge of its own defen .. 
needs than the members of Congress,•• Ch&fee .. id. 

Dne pilot intervie,..d said he was first trained in the United 
States in 197A at an Air ~orce Base in aan Antonio. 

He said th• Iraqi air force was ''quite stron;'' but that the 
Saudis, with the help of the Americans and Briti•h pilots, could 
easily d•feat them in an air fight. 

Still, he said, • 'I think ... ne•d inore planes from the Unsted 
States, maybe F-16s or F-18s.•• 

Of Saddam Hussein, the pilot sald, ·'He' • an unored:t.etabJe ma~o, 
we can't trust nim.'' liaid anotnerl ''lt won• t ae a war Ot" Hrao 
ver•u• Aral:l beeau .. he C~addam) 1s not ~us~1m anvmcr•.•• 

Asked about the possiCil1ty of f'111h~1ng agasnst t"eJlow '"'r;aos, 
ano~her pilot salidl .. lt's not tna~, .11:' s a mat~er ot" pr1o.,, "'" C\r"e 

a nation that is not willing to scart a tlliln,; o\.lt we w1!1 T1\IM1: t..:• 
protec::t tne •ovrei;nty of our coun1:rv and we W11! w1n.•• 

Said another pilot• "I'm • solc1er, wnen 1 liD to.f'1pht, ·an 
ememy is an enemy. • • , 

He said the Saudis frequently train 'l'or air-to-g~und attacks on 
tanks, which would be a vital ~omponent of any defense against 
Iraqi tank attacks. 

Although the pilots ••td they were ready to fight Iraq, many 
said tney wrre still in a state of disbelief over the Iraqi 
conquest of Kuwait. 

''If you had asked me if% was ready to flight Iraq three w .. ks 
ago I would have thought it was a dream,'' one fighter pilot -id, 

At a maintenance faeility at one Saudi air b&ae, several Saudi 
te~hni~ians said they believed the Iraqis must be forced out of 
Kuwait. 

''It was a mistake,•• one warant offic::er aaid of the invasion of 
Kuwait. ''So the mistake should be corrected by • mission of the 
United Nations or whatever,•• 

---------- AlSOI 
There was more evidenc::e Wednescay oT tne auraeontnR u.~. out!ou~ 

nere. Tranpsort planes nave aeen arriving arouna tne c!ocK a1: one 
airbase and signifieant numaers of neavy eou1 0men1: was v1•1c<e 
Wednesday con the tarmac:. Also, u.s. m1l1 tary ottuaal• •a10 tt•e 
l"iarine preseroc::e. has gr-own suastantially sn tne past ... ~ nc:ours. 

--3111--. 

Jk 
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Natl oesk: I hope that you have been qettinq all of the pool re
ports from the Pentagon. They should be faxing them all to you; 

if not, call Pete Williams and request them. 
This is Pentagon Pool Report No. 14. Please fax to Pete Wil

liams at the Pentaqon-202-693-6853. You can verify at 202-693-
1074. Story can be used as soon as it is released by the Penta
gon. 

This pool report was written by Frank Aukofer of The Milwaukee 
Journal. 

Saudi Arabia-The Saudi Arabians served sweet Arabic coffee and 
screaming warplanes to a visiting American news team Wednesday. 

They also gave members of the Pentagon press pool an unprece
dented look inside some of pheir most secret and sophisticated 
air defenses. 

They made pilots, commanders and maintenance crew members 
available for interviews, gave tours of briefing and operations 
rooms, and even provided peeks at the private quarters of the 
crew members. 

In return, the American visitors agreed not to identify any of 
the Saudi military personnel, except for the general in charge, 
nor reveal any information about defenses, location or military 
operations. 

One maintenance crew in a desert·bunker that houses warplanes 
had equipped their day room with low couches 'for sipping sweet 
coffee and tea, and a very American pool table so well worn that 
some of the felt covering had been repaired with tape. 

In their dark green uniforms, the crews don't look much differ
ent than American airmen, except that many have beards and mus
taches. They all speak English-the international language of 
aviation, and some have trained in the United States or Great 
Britain. 

As in America, many are younq lieutenants and captains in their 
20s and 30s, with wives and children back in their home towns. 

As two Saudi pilots talked with reporters and a CNN television 
crew Wednesday, the alarm sounded to scramble their two F-15 
jets. withi a matter of stconds, the pilots were in their planes, 
the bunker doors were open, and the jets were on their way. 

Within five minutes, afterburners flashing, they were streaking 
almost vertically into the sky from halfway down the runway. 

It was all part of a pattern of hospitality remarkable for a 
country that, in ordinary times, has been reluctant to open it
self to the western world. 

Instead of sleeping on pallets in the desert sand and stifling 
heat, as many of the American troops here are doing, the news 
team and its escort of American military officers are staying in 
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a comfortable hotel. 
Much of the transport is in air-conditioned Duses, although the 

news pool members also have had heavy doses of the hardships the 
American troops here have been experiencing. 

An afternoon ride across the blistering desert in an American 
Blackhawk helicopter, for example, has the feel of sitting inside 
a noisy Dlast furnace. The desert heat comes roaring through the 
open doors with a velocity strong enough to Dlow eyeglasses ott a 
man's face. 

When the sand Dlows through, as it often does, it stings the 
skin and swirls into eyes, nose, ears and crevices in the cloth
ing. 

At the end of the helicopter trip to a Saudi naval base, the 
base commander threw his headquarters open to the grimy visitors. 
They sat in air-conditioned comfort under crystal chandeliers, in 
White leather chairs arranged around a beige carpet. Gold-framed 
photographs of King Fahd and other Saudi royalty hung on a wall. 

Stewards served the quests sweet tea from silver trays. But 
when a delay prompted an unscheduled lunch, the pool members ate 
American military field rations, called MREs, packaged in dark 
brown plastic bags. 

Moments later, they were back in the heat on the airstrip, sand 
swirling around, swigging warm water from plastic bottles as the 
pilots waited for a clearance to take off. 

Saudi Arabia, at least in this area, is not unlike the Mojave 
Desert in California, and similar to what Americans have seen 
countless times in American western movies. 

If you ask any American soldier what he or she thinks about 
Saudi Arabia, the answer is always hot, hot, hot-even from Ameri
cans who have lived in places like Florida and Arizona. It only 
qets comfortable here from shortly before dark to just after day
break. 

The terrain around the air base where the American military and 
the news team are staying has endless variety-all of it varia
tions on a sandy theme. Some areas are hard-packed and cracked, 
others have dunes of yellow sand almost as fine as talcum powder. 

In other places, the sand is pockmarked and colored in shades 
of dirty gray. Except for irrigated areas, plant life is almost 
nonexistent. 

on the helicopter trip across the desert, some pool members 
were surprised to see a golf course, seemingly out in the middle 
of nowhere. 

This golf course, however, had no grass whatsoever. The fair
ways and the "greens" were just different colored sand, prompting 
one newsman to say he'd have to play the entire course with a 
nine iron or a wedge. 

There are patches of green, where water bas made the desert 
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productive, and occasional herds of camels and other animals. 
So far, the Pentagon pool members have had no contact with or

dinary Saudi Arabians. Their hosts have been Saudi diplomats and 
military men. 

The diplomats dress in the traditional long white gown, called 
a thebe. They car~ or wear a cloak called an abaya. On their 
heads, they wear e~ther a white or red-and-white cloth, called a 
shmagh or ghutra. The headdress is held in place by a black wool 
cord called an igal. 

In such garb, the men look identical, except for the difference 
in headdress color. The women wear colored long dresses covered 
by black gowns, called abaya, down to their ankles, and some of 
them are fully veiled, with their faces covered. 

Men and women do not dine or socialize together. They sit sepa
rately in the hotel lobby and restaurant. 

Saudi Arabia follows strict Islamic codes. Alcohol is forbidden 
by law in any form, so one of the more popular drinks among 
American guests is one of the many varieties of alcohol-free beer 
available here. 

There also are many kinds of soft drinks available, including 
Coke and Pepsi, as well as apple and other fruit juices. 

' Pork is forbidden, but the hotel serves a variety of other de-
licious food, buffet style. There are fresh salads, chicken, lamb 
and beef, vegetable casseroles, soups and a dessert table covered 
with sweets that are, in the American idiom, to die for. 

-30-
08:01:48 Wed 08/15/90 
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Desk: please fax this right away to the Pentagon. You can use it 
on our wire with my byline, adding whatever you want from the 
other pool reports or using them as separates. 
This is a DOD report written and filed by Peter Copeland. The 
pool is not allowed to use names of soldiers, American or saudi, 
or say where they are. 
SAUDI ARABIA - With their commanding officers out of earshot, the 
young Saudi airmen crowded around, anxious to talk with a 
visiting American journalist. 
"I have an announcement," said one, in good if stiff Engliah. 
"Thank you very much for your help. 
"We have one mission: to defend Saudi Arabia. Thank you for 
helping," said the 32-year-old chief warrant officer. 
A dozen other airmen crowded around inside the hangar at a Saudi 
Air Force base. "The Americans are good people," aaid one. •we 
know they are good friends." 
Pressed if they did not worry about losing control of their 
country to the growing American military presence or if they 
weren't concerned about the impact of the invasion of American 
culture, one said, "It is not the time to look for this." 
And while the Saudis were concerned about the impact of American 
culture, the American soldiers were getting a taste of deaert 
life. One American soldier drove by the hangar with a towel under 
his jungle cap, covering his shoulders like an Arab headdreas. 
A 27-year-old sergeant from Claymont, Del., said he and his men 
were briefed about Saudi culture and told to respect it. •some of 
their customs are kind of wierd," he said. "They told us not to 
use our left hand for anything." 
Lt. Col. Jim Frederick of the 18th Airborne Corps, said a 
chaplain in his unit had given a Chriatian service for u.s. 
troop&. Saudi law prohibits non-Islamic religious services, but 
there have been no restrictions placed on u.s. troops. 
"After the service three Saudi& came up to shake the chaplain'• 
hand," Frederick said. "The chaplain didn't say 'Go with God like 
he usually does,' but one of the Saudis said, "can you give Holy 
Communion?" 
There alao is a law against importing pork products, but U.S. 
field rations have barbecued pork on the menu. 
Saudi Arabia is hermetically sealed to protect its culture and 
Islamic religion from outside influence. Never before have 10 
many Americans, especially 18-year-old soldiers, been allowed 
inside the kingdom, where women are veiled, segregated and not 
allowed to talk with strange men. 
"You are guests and you have to respect your host," said a 
bearded, 25-year-old warrant officer. "But a host must alae 
respect his guest. 
"As God tells us, you have your religion and we have ours,• the 
warrant officer said. 
There are many misconceptions held by both sides, and the Saudi 
airmen were anxious to dispel the idea that they are closed 
minded. "Let us take you out to meet the people," one enliated 
man said. "You will like them." 



•' . 

A 32-year-old warrant officer said, "The Americans keep eaying 
this ie Muslim againet Muslim, but if Saddam Hussein really were 
a Muslim, he would not have taken Kuwait like a thief." 
one 9reat difference between the two cultures is the role of 
women, and while American women were workin9 at the airbase and 
driving u.s. Army trucks here, Saudi women are not even allowed 
to drive. 
"It ie not as if we have never seen women before," said another 
Saudi airman, a little exasperated with the questions about the 
role of women. "We have women, too. 
"And we have been to Bahrain and Kuwait. It is not that unueual 
for us to see women driving," he 1aid. 
Asked if women would ever be allowed to serve in the saudi 
military, one of the airmen said, "Not aa long as there il 
Islam." 
end 
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An invasion of Saudi Arabia by Iraqi eround forces would 

provide the first major test of the tAnk~killing abilities of 

the Army's new attack heli.cop,ter. the AH-64A Apache. 

Army Lt. Col· Don Vins9n. com7.ander of the l~t battalion 

of the 82d aviation brigade. now on duty in Saudi Arabia. 'Jr1.id 

that the Apaches aseiF,ned to his unit can ":;.bsolu tely" stop :m 

Iraqi t•mk column. The helicopters are armed with laser-guided 

Hellfire anti-tank missiles :;ble to burn through he?.vy armor. 

They also carry 30 mm. machi:~e guns and 19-shot rockat pods . 

able to fire a variety of W8.rheads inclllding high ex'Dlosives. 

deadly .submuni tiona. smoke. 8.nd flar·?.S• 

The 82d is ryerm~nently st:;.tioned in Ft. Bragg. North Carolina. 

Elements of t'le unit 'N'ere also denloyed during the U.s. invasion 

of Panama. 

The Apache was designed to fight on broken terral.n lik~ thnt 

in Centra.l Euro1:)e. hiding behind the crests of hills and pOU];)ing 

up into view only long enough to fire its weapons. Without 

such protection, the slow-moving helicopters might be vulnerable 

during. daylight hours in the flqt Arabi~ desert. For that 

reason, says Vinson, if hostilities bre~k out his unit plans to 

operate under "cloak of darkness." Aclds the commander: "I don't 

fight except at night." 

Unlike most Arab art:~ies. the Iraqi armed forces are also 

c~pable of fighting at night. according to a Pentagon official. 

Also discussing the 82 aviation brig8.de' s ~nti-tank mission 

was brigade commander Col. Gene Cole• The two aViation officers 

exnlained that the vulnerability of the lethal Apa.ches. will be 

further reduced by the role of sm~ll. new OH-58D Kiowa Warrior 

light observation .. helico'l'\ters. The Kiowas will hke forward 

positions and act as spotters for the Apache gunships, usine 

advanced radar and FLIR (Forward-Looking Infra-Red} sensors 

to locate enemy tanka. The Kiowas also carry laser sighting 
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devices used to guid<!! Hellfire missiles fired. by the Ap~.ches. 

The working of the two systems is coordinated by means of encoded 

radio links. 

A forward-obcervation role can ".lso be pb.yed by ind.ividua.l 

Ape.ches. 

Also new to the 82d brig'3de are OH-58C helicopters ar!lll d 

with air-to-air Stinger missiles. said Col. Cole. 

Lt. Col. Vinson said that the Iraqi army does have ground-to

air weapons to defend their tank ool,Jmna. According to "The 

Mili b.ry Balance" for 1989-90. Iretqi defenses include a variety 

of Soviet-made anti.;.airoraft g'ms ~.nd surface-to-~ir missiles. 

But, said Vinson: "taking a look at. what their numhera 'lre. I 

quite frankly do not consider that to be a major f';J.ctor." 

- 0-



''Some of us apeak a little !nqlish. Or we use Arabie, but 
mostly it's sign language. We talk about whatever comes to 
mind,'' the Saudi eergeant said. 

''The American• are good soldiers,'' he said. 
Aaked if the Americans also were good people, the Saudi 

replied, ••so far 10 good, but we are still getting to know 
them.'' 

The aergeant, married with three children, said his family 
waa worried about him being so close to the border with luwait. 
''It ia natural for relatives to be afraid, but it is my job,'' 
he eaid, 

The Saudi government worried about its soldiers having 
contact with the Americans, fearing exposure to American values 
and customs would weaken the Saudi's strict Islamic code. 

The Americans had been briefed by their commanders and told 
to be extra sensitive not to offend their hosts, whose customs 
are quite different. Soldiers, for example, were told not to 1how 
the soles of their feet because it is regarded as an insult here. 

••we worry about drugs and alcohol, and there is none here,'' 
said a saudi military official. ••we don't care if you eat with 
your left hand. If you asked, 'Why do you keep your women locked 
in the house?' then we might be offended,'' he said. 

An American crewmember of a Blackhawk helicopter pointed to 
his chest and asked another Saudi official, Adel Al-Jubeir, 
''What do the Saudi Arabians think about us being here?'' 

Al-Jubeir replied, ''They were calling our government and 
saying, 'Why don't you let the Americans in? Who gives a damn 
about Arab opinion?' 

''But what do you think about being here?'' aaked Al-Jubeir, 
an advi1or to the Saudi ambassador to the united States. ''I 
wouldn't want to go half way around the world and die for another 
country,'' the Saudi said to the American. 

''No one forced me to come here,'' the young American 1aid. 
''I waa nervous before I came here, but now it feels like an 
everyday miaaion.'' 

An American Air Foree sergeant chimed in, ''Don't worry about 
Saddam Hussein. We'll smoke his butt.'' 

end 
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• ··1!awdl Arabiil- U,S> lli•silA-ftl'!ng haliccpt.er'l, tan~.li and 
anti-tan!< ,.i,.•ilas wer01 building up Tue .. day to fi!:lht an r .. aq 
tank Invasion if t t comas and 82nd Ail'bol'n& pi!ol'atroc-pers "aid 
th•Y. were ready for alllything including a chemical a-ttac:k. 

The Army·~ n&w Apac:h& haliccpb;,.r'e, lii-qt..tippPci w.i.tf". H£A11fir&o 
anti-arlllour Mill'lil.as, .,.., it1 Saudi Arabia prtlha,.ily teo fight 
tanks if t1ec••~y, the Apach&~ b-.ttalion ''I& c:ommandew •llid. 

When al!!k&d tf th01 helicopt.ers could ·,;top ;a, c:.:>lUtrl1 of 
t0111kli, Lt. Col. •. Do11 Vinson replied: "Absolut"l.~··" 

F-1~ f!ghtl!r plane., hav .. b""'" in Ssud1 A1'2.bi"' f.:~ c. .-eek 
to fight any Iraq air attack and 82nd Airborne' piir'oLrocopi!ro; 
have brought Sheridan tankto lind TOW anti-t•mk mi•UILlooto to join 
the helicopt .. ro; in fighting uny tank attacl<. 

In addit!o11, Maril'\1!9 will begin arriving at 801udi pol't. ;, 
the nsl·d: f~w day•, ;u1~)th•r c.onunandfiu•· litaid, pr5;1s'rlm-.bJ.y to halp 
th61 paratroopers and other arMy troopa guard 2.r1d de·'encl al.l 
th~ U.S. waapont·y. · 

Th~ U.S. military l:.tuild-up in Saudi. Arabia. wa1' ~erdered by 
Pr~sldent liLHdl la•t ~,tllifJ.\ h.~ 11 dr·aw 1i luu;.1 111 lhe:~ tiii:IIU:I 11 e:rul heljJ 
pl'evant Iraq from it1vading. 

Th• 82nd Airborne' paratrooperfi told a pool. of ArnP.t"i cctt1 
reporters and photcgraphers thay were P"&&dy -Fc•r ar1y•:hing Iraq 
eould l.ltu.n«h,, i.neluding a ga<'l wa,.fare attack. 

11 W~·~e trait1ed Fa~ it,*' at\ Ahtl Arbor 1 Mi~~~igan, 

p:ar·at:roope,.. .. ~lirt of t:.h& possib1iity oof a nl!rva or- t.-:ut!t.ard gas 
at \:aek. "If it happen II, "'" · re l'eady f.,,. it. " 

Every pa.ratr~.:.1opetr• int,n·vi&wtJ by tha rwport.er·,. '=wid he waR 
l'eady for a cheMical attaek o,. anything else that Iraq doea. 

Iraqi pre'iidant Silddam Hussain used ctuamical w~apor,~ in 
the Iran-Iraq ••ar and "'!' It.al..ian diplomat. said Soadd;.m wa" 
r•locating chemical. mu.tn j tionc.n closer to the S:a.ud i berdE>r .. 

"I'm a little scared but ••• wa're ready," ~aid a Norfolk, 
Virgitlia, ~rmy ~pticia1i@t. 

~"'"· Norm;m Sc:hwar>kopf, cc111mandwr of al.l. U.S. <=t>r""" in 
t.h9. MiddltP. Ea-st, said trr.1ops have trained .i.n ~··ot: che~it::itl 
wwapor1 pt>,;Jt:Gtc:tion t:tuit.5 in weetgrn U~S. da'II&P"t.1i, whEI"IJI 
te~p~ratur~g ar•e comparable to tho~~ it1 Saudi Arabia. 

Th" soldi .. rs also brc~.o~ght SO-caliber guns and trac:t. 
v&•ltcls~ that can fir• banks of 12 miesilem at a tiru~. 

Some of the paratrooper~ o&cid they wera g&-tting bored at: a 
staging ar•a wher~ reportP.r'.!! talked to th~m at,d w&.t·e ar:·1<ious 
tc g"t th" un i b; cl.os•r tc the Kuw01 it bcrdi>r ~'h"''" comm;,mders 
:!laid Iraq f'orc&e that· invaded ar1d occupied •<ukait wc~r• 

building up and di;ging in d61f•nsively. 
Sotnll o-f th& .•o~d i •r• paw t t.ha tim& w i th Wilt rt.icm i 1. ~1t.<~nor .. 

When a ...... a•kad one 'ICl.dial' the prac:ise pupr•cose o·F 
ths 50-ca~i~ .. ,. · · -:lftDunted on a truck, he r•pl ied: ''to ~tay 
al.ivm, &ir· .. '1 .:,: · :,,:_.· • 

The pocol. · - :''"•r• were alae t.ol.d by l(uwetti Clf·'icials 
that they bali•v. the only way to drive Iraq cut of Kuwait 
wcul.d be with military action becua&o ec:oncmic l!iimcticr ... 
impowed again~t Iraq by the Unitad Nation.,. would t.aket too 
lona. 

11 Lwt.''tli be hnneet, il s~tta~l country like Ku..,•ait c.:Hnnc•t wai~.:. 

For a longt.i.f'litlllt for Batlc.:ticns to bM effective, 11 •~id Aboul 
Rahman Atti!ol!!oqi, a eanior advisor to Kuw.ait's ou&tsd Emir Sh~eikh 

Jabir al.-Ah.,;ad al-Jablr Al Sabah. 
"I don't s"" any hopa other than military actiou," ha 

eaid. 
TMP. ArnPr-ic:att rl!lpcrt.!r'rw ar• in Saudi Arabia a!ll a pCt!l 

organized t:.y t.hlii 09.ffllt\&• Depart.~tt•ni: to providw picture~, 
tel.evisio" film and nl!!ws reports of the U.S. i:'.ulld up to the 
rawsto oi' tl'u• American pr,.ss. 

They ar~ repcrt!11g und•r l'ul.es that prohibit th~m frcm 
saying wh.,re IJ.S. u"its are in Saudi Arabia, how l::i[J th• 
-for elf~ ar·• rJr indent. i fy i ng by name ct.ny of' th~ •old i er s they 
t.aJ.k to, ot h~Wr th~ol!t1 l:Ommander!l. 
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this is a cool report. ol~ fax to numoer sucpliec w1tM last 
reoort. 

this written and filed by JOMn king, ap. 

SAUDI A~ABIA _ American forces in Sa~<di Arabia staged an 
imcressive display of force Tuesday as the Massive build<~p of U.S. 
and O:•ther foreign troops here continued at a brisK cace. 

A Pentagon pool allowed into the kin9dom visited w1th Amer1can 
fQ1""'C:&S at a. number of 1 OCi\t i onG., inc: l•J.c:J i YtQ a. Siilud i Yl'li\V~ l ba•'l at 

which U,S, forces were taking uc positions sioe-by-sioe wi~h Sauo:1 
111a r i n~rs. 

T,.,• base is loc:ated near vital Saudi oi 1 termiroals, A ciet&\chment 
of troops from the 82nd Airborne wa!!. wol"king Tuesday to secure the 
~t"tr& fo,... U.S. Maril"'1es due to arrive soon. 

While at the base, two lengthy convoys of double-decker buses 
carrying U.S. troocs, followed by Jeeps ar.d seores of tr•.tcks, 
passed by o~ a nearby highway to a barracks area of the scrawli~g 
base. 

The fil"st Mal"ines to nit Saudi soil arrived Monday at a Se>•Jdi 
commercial oort ar<d were being transcot•ted to field positions, 
aecol"ding to U.S. military officials here. 

Planes could be ~eal"d al"l"iving at the ail"base throughout the 
night, and the tarmaes on Tuesday wel"e lined with huge Amel"1can 
C-5, C-141 and C-130 transpol"t planes. Also seen arriving was a 
British Airways Jet. 

Lined up at the airpol"t wel"e dozens of Saudi fightel" Jets and a 
smallar contingent of Canadian fighters. Bulldozers. front end 
loader•, armored vahicles and Jeeps bl"o•~;ht to t,.,e airi:lase aboa!""d 
the AmeriC'an transcorts lined the base roads, and oallet after 
;;lallet of munitioros, geal", food end otMer !H\ClPlies were lined l<P 
alongside the l"oads. 

Ar, inel"easinply familial" site at the base al"e tne massive C-Ss 
with tn~tir shark-like nose open and pointir•g toward the sky wl'lile 
equipment is unloadvd, 
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This pool report was reported and written by Frank Aukofer of 
The Milwaukee Journal. 

Saudi Arabia-The Saudi prince says, jokingly, that the main ad
vantage to being a member of the royal family is it gets him a 
better table in a restaurant. 

Contrary to the opulent "Arabian Nights" image many Alllericans 
have of saudi Arabian royalty, Prince Abdullah Bin Faisal Bin 
Turki said he grew up modestly, in a Saudi "mud house." It is 
called that because the exterior walls are made of baked mud. 

In an informal meeting with American reporters here, Abdullah 
said that members of the royal family, who now number as many as 
3,000 to 4,ooo, must carve out their own careers in Saudi soci
ety. 

He said he studied industrial engineering, learned much of his 
excellent English watching television, and worked his way through 
the Saudi civil service. 

Now he is the secretary-general of the Royal Commission for Ju
bail and Yanbu, saudi Arabia's two major industrial cities. The 
commission has 4,000 employees, and Abdullah operates like the 
chief executive officer of a big corporation. · 

He said the royal family-like any huge family-had all types of 
people with different abilities and interests. Though the family 
is not a political party, he said, some of its members follow 
government careers. 

Membership in the royal family is not a prerequisite for gov
ernment service. However, the three top positions in the monar
chy-the king, the crown prince and the second deputy prime 
minister-are reserved exclusively for the royal family. 

The king also serves as prime minister, and the crown prince as 
deputy prime minister. 

The current prime minister is King Fahd, the crown prince now 
is Prince Abdullah bin Abdulaziz, and the second deputy prime 
minister, who also serves as defense minister, is Prince Sultan. 

But other government ministers may or may not be members of the 
royal family, 

"Some fools like me go into public service," Abdullah said, 
laughing. "Some are very rich, and some are not so. Some succeed 
and some don't. It's like any other large family in Saudi Ara
bia." 

Being a member of the royal family, he said, has both advantag
es and disadvantages, He conceded that if a royal family member 
was qualified for a position, he would get promoted more rapidly. 

- f'•U. ,_ 
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But Abdullah said there were disadvantages as well. If a royal 
family member did poorly in a job, he also would be demoted more 
quickly and perhaps even ostracized within the family. 

"If you are bad, you 9et spotlighted," he said. 
Abdullah said family members also had more responsibilities 

than ordinary Saudi citizens. 
"We are supposed to have our homes open to the public," he 

said. "We cannot refuse to see people. We have to listen to peo
ple. We represent the government with the people and the people 
with the 90vernment." 

One of the American newsmen listening to Abdullah commented 
that royal family members didn't sound all that much different 
from US con9ressmen. 

-30-
13:27:52 Thu 08/16/90 



:61 
I • 

·w 

AUG 16 '90 1~:02 
FROM ~SSt~(IATED PFE~~ 

DoD NATIONAL MEDIA POOL 
REPORT 90-1-24 . 
RELEASED BY OASD(PA) AT :;: 0~ p.m . 
.1.6 AU~;~ l\h11.1 

asaortad briefs filed by JOhn king, ap; frank aukofer, 
~ilwaukee JOurnal; michael ross, LA Times. 

Thto Viet,.,am veteran general who is the top-raroki "'9 U. 5. mi 1 it ary 
officer ,,., Saudi ~rabia a,.,d the Persian Gulf area offe••ed a bit of 
advice Th~1rsday to younger troops eager for battle with Iraq. 

Senior military officials who experienced Vietnam co,.,s~der war 
·'man at his most ludicroc1s state•' and h•::.pe to <~void c:ornbat hel"'e, 
Ail"' Force ~t. Ge,.,. Charles Hor,.,er said. 

Ho~ner_ lii.A.i.d t 0s;tay' s troops <~re trained so hard al"od so Pr.ep_arf!l_d __ 
for combat that ''I can u,.,derstand their eagerness.'' 

But, ''if they stop and thi,.,k, they reali~e war is a loser for 
everyoroe, '' Horner told a visiting pool of AMerican JO•.~t•roalists. 

Horner is tha top commander in the l"'egion and the top deputy to 
Gen. NorMan Schwarzkopf, comma,.,der of the U.S.· Central Comrn<~nd, 

which controls u.s. forces in Soc1thwest Asia. 
Jk 
=----== 
Hor,.,er ~aid he wa~ working ''very c:lo~ely'' with Saudi military 

ofl"ici;~l~ but said many coMmand functions remain to be worked OLlt. 

At a le,.,gi;hy ~:~ue!5tion-and-answer sessioro Thursday h~ l"epeatedly 
decl i,.,ed to a,.,swer quest io,.,a about deployments and strategy, oftero 
JOking with reporters as he l:lrut~hed aside their Questioros. 

A~ked about accounts from Air Foree crew chiefs who •·eported 
that Iraqi planes had tur,.,ed in retreat after weaporos aboard US 
F-15 locked on to them, Horner rolled hi~ eye~ and smiled before 
sayi,.,r;p "I'd like to a,.,swer your Question but 1 choo~e not to." 

Jk 
;~[-------· 
The pool Thursday afternoon visited the Saudi airba~e where the 

US and Saudi air forces are conducting JOint e~ercises with AWACS 
reco,.,naisance planes. 

Ouri,.,g a tour of o,.,e plane, USAF officials said they have been 
flying missio,.,s as lo,.,g as 20 hours, which requires two aerial 
refuel i,.,gs-

There is at lea&t one ~W~CS in the air a••ound the clock 
monitoring Iraqi air activity. Each AW~CS is escorted by F-15s, 
according to Air Force Col. Tom ~liss. 

The ~WACS crews often include both Saudi and Amel"'iean personnel. 
Bliss said the Americar~ planes have superior eomp"ters and C'ther 

equipment but that the Saudi. AWACS have newer, more powerft~l 
rmgtnes becau•e they were p~•rc:hased several years after the 
Qmerican plane& were built. 

- (1'1Cr" -
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V15itor• to a 5mal1 office at the ~WACS site are offeree cou~••• F~GE.OO~ 

sent by Americans who live in a nearby city. 
··~hlan Wasahlan,•• _Arabic for hello and welcome_ is written 

across a small note attached to each bag of cookies, The note goes 
On to IIAYI 

''These cookies come from ~merican homes ••• so that you will 
know how much we appreciate your presence.'' 

fa 
·-----d 
One of the concerns that the folks back at the Pllmtagon had was 

how the female soldiers assigned to Operation Desert Shield would 
fare in Saudi Arabia's strict, male-domiinated society.< 

They n•edn't have worried, said several female crewmemberos 
assi!lned to a U.s. AWACS tlurveillence plane stationed irr Sa~1di 
Arabia.< 

''I thought I was going to run into problems with Saudi men,'' 
said a 21-year-old female sut·vei llence technican ft•om Michigan. 
''But I've had no problems so far. All the Saudi men l've met have 
been eMtremely polite.•• < 

That's not to say that no cultural misunderstandings exist.< 
The tec:hnican Silid a Saudi businessmoarr became so ena.mor·ed of 

oanother female crewmember that ''he offered to buy her from the 
male crewmen she was with for half a million dollars.•• < 

''She was a blonde,•• said the technician, who is a brunette.< 
But Saudi and American crews are integrated on the AWACS planes, 

anc:t the Saudi crew members say they have rro diffic~•lty worl<.:irrg with 
the young American women. 

''It's fun working with them,'' a Saudi captain said. We enJoy 
them. They are nice people.•• 

mr 
___ POQb_.CORRECTION: ---

In a pool report filed Tuesday <?>, it was erroneously reported 
that Coanadian Jets were on the gro•Jnd at a Saudi air base. US Air 
Foree officials who had said the planes were Canadian on Thursday 
said they were mistaken, that the planes were British Tornadoes and 
bRlonged to a Royal Air Force sq~1adron that uses the Cansdian Maple 
i...eaf _ paint.,d on each of planes• tails _ as its irrsignia. 

-~""-- -3"-' -
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SAUDI ARA~IA -- The panic began shortly after the invasion of 
Kuwait, when forei6ners livin~ here began to see fliers warning a~out 
the danger of a poison gas attack. 

''we knew somethin~ was happening, tut there was no news in the 
paper or on TV, so people imagined the worst," said an English teacher 
from New Zealand. 

''One chap we know was so panicked that he just left the country 
and left all his things here," said the New Zealander, who has lived 
in Saudi Aratia for two years. 

Many Americans ran out and taught short-wave radios because, as 
A~erican oll worker Mike ~cMahon said, ''Word passes kind of slow 
around here.'' 

Now Saudi· television is filled with images of U.s. soldiers 
unloading tanks, armored vehicles and sophisticated helicopters. The 
fear of an attack from Iraq seems far more remote than in the days 
following tbe Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwait. . 

Some Americans here even offered the arriving troops begs of 
cookies with the note: "so that you will know hov much we appreciate 
your presence." 

Many foreigners have left the area near the border of Kuwait, 
however, some GOing home and others fleeing south to the capital of 
Riyadh. 

''A great deal of civilians have left here, especially the families 
of workers," said Navy C~dr. Christopher Elles, one of the few u.s. 
military people livine here tefore last week. 

''It's been tense but calm," Elles said. 
Life for Americar.s and other Westerners in Saudi Arabia means 

living in isolated compounds, oases of green lawns, swimming pools and 
other reminders of home in the desert. 

''There is very little mixing. The cultures are just too 
disparate," said Bill Walker 43, an English teacher from Monterey, 
Cali r, 

''I don't have many Saudi friends, but that doesn't mean the Saudis 
aren't friendly," he said. 

''One reason you can't go into peoples' homes is because of the 
women,'' Walker said, explaining that women at a party eat and 
socialize apart from the ~en under the Saudis' strict interpretttion of 
Islamic law. The same law limits him to teaching only male students. 

Another foreigner vas more blunt: "It's like a big monastery. You 
live around here and you become a connoisseur of ankles." 

In public, Saudi women wear floor-length black robes and veils 
below the eyes. Sometimes their entire faces are covered with a thin, 
black guue. 

American women in Saudi Arabia are not required to wear veils, but 
~any wear long black skirts. The u.s. Embassy here advises: 
''Sleeveless dresses are offensive, as are tight slacks, shorts and 
skirts above the knee." 

Saudi ~e~ wear long whiterobes called ''thebes'' over white boxer 
shorts and T·shirts, a wardrobe that makes enormous sense in the hot 
climate. They vear sandals or dress shoes and white or red-and-white 
checked headdresses. 

respite the turnace-like heat, American men here wear lon~ pants 
and shirts buttoned to the collar bone. T~~ Embassy advises: 'Visible 
told necklaces on men offend many Saudis. 
· There are an estimated four million foreigners living here along 

with seven million Saudis. u.s. officials say the foreigners include 
25,000 Americans. 



6) 
The foreigners, who live under tight restrictions and need to be 

s~onsored by a Saudi e"ployer, make uk 75 percent of the workforce, 
accord1n~ to u.s. f1eures. 

The country is develo~1ng at an explosive rate, fueled by the 
combination of Saudi oil, technicians and experts :!'rom industrialized 
countries and service workers from other Arab countries and Asia. 

''There are foreigners here who like it very much, who are 
interested in our culture, and there are tho~e that should have stayed 
ho~e," said Mohammed Mulla, a senior professor at the King Fahd 
Vniversity of Petroleu~ & ~inerals in Dhahran. 

··~e have the wide range of human temperment in our country,'' he 
said. ''In the end, ~eople are people. That is God's equal-opportunity 
affirmitive action.' 

Still, foreigners in Saudi Arabia face a ran€e of restrictions that 
change their lives, such as having to interrupt thetr activities five 
times a day while the ~oslems pray. F.ven television programs are 
interrupted tor prayer. 

There also is a total can on alcohol. ''You look like you're 
looking for a rub," Patricia, an Englishwoman l1vin6 here, said to 
four American journalists walkin~ on a busy street. 

She quickll provided the name and address of two clandestine bars 
rur. by forei6ners. She also provided the secret password: ''Say you're 
there to see ;our girlfriend.'' 

Some forelg~ers brew their own moonshine called ''sediki.," which 
reans "my friend'' in Arabic. 

The Americans seem both enchante~ and exasperated with Saudi life. 
Walker, the !nglish teacher, s~id that when he mentlcned he had a woma~ 
yrofessor ir. collete, one of his Saudi students asked to transfer to 
another cla~s. 

''He thou&ht I was scum because I had a woman teacher,'' Valker 
said, ''llut the other students laughed and called him a country 
l'umpk1n. 

''I like life here," walker said. ''You even ~et used to the 
weather, and after a while 100 degrees seems cool. ' 
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Somewhere in Saudi Arabia- U.S. women troops say they a~e 
~c ocking and sometimes even ange~ing saudi men in thia 
co nty·r where so111e tsaudi women whe~e veils, walk behit1d t.fu~ir 
tn• bands and are not supposed to drive, 

A woman F-15 fighter ground craw chief tsaid WedtliH!day that 
Sa di IIU!l'l1 'lltcp work a11d star,. ••hen !the tella c:rsw men what to 
do and that Saudi men reacted sc strcngly when a ground crew 
we an took of her shirt to work it1 a . t-sh i,. t undertH!!il th that 
an Americ:an aergeant tcld har to put it back en. 

But Saudi soldiltr!l say they see the Am&l"ican woman only aB 
pr feBsional soldiers. And a Saudi general said any differ~nce 
ill U.S. ;md Saudi ideas about. womll!r1 ccu~d net disrupt .B.t1y pa.-t 
of the u.s.-SGILidi militar·t cpEratiot11i to prEve~>t an Iraq 
in a!licm because Saudi mam 1tt1d American women do not work side 
by llidOf. 

When asl\ed if air•craft ammunition loading, fol" e:<ample, 
co .ld be hal ted by an A mer 1 can woman sharply critic. i,. ing Saudi 
me ·.,. work, Brig. Gen. Turki bin Nastuar said that could net 
hill pen. 

"They're not working that woty," Turki, a basa c:cmmander, 
to d a pool ar r at1ged by the U.S. defense dspar' tmom t of 
Am r i can repor tl!r11 and photograph!!r11. · 

''U.S. people ar'& wol"king on their airc~aft. We are wor~ing 
on our airc~art. So I can't 11ee taht happening.'' 

Beyond the fac:t that American and Saudi troop« do 110t work 
si a by side, a Saudi aricraft unit commander told reporters 
S;u di men ••• the American militar'y women cnly as 
pr fesw;ionalo;. 

"We look at them as soldiers; doing their jcbs," h• said. 
"T ley are professictH!ll soldiers doing their jcbts. It is not 
un suill. 11 

But the women including the woman ground crew chief said 
th ir was no que'8tiot1 that Saudi men l"eact wi.th di,.may and 
oc: aa1onal hosti~ity when they ••• AMerican women doing what 
on a were c:cnsiderad lll&n11' milital"y job11 --~epairing 
ai p.lan@s, driving tru~ks, 11&1"ving in non-combat jobs with 
S2t~ Airborne paratr'ocper• and in her ca••• directing ground 
cr w man. 

i "I don't thillk th~y di11agree with what 
Vi 'toria, Virginia serge1mt 11aid. "I think 
sh c:ked. 'There' 11 an Amer i c:an wcll'laro. She'" 
dong'" 

~~·re doing," the 
they're more like 
doing what men ar~ 

· For I!!K&Mpl•, •h• said, several Saudi soldier• stopped 
th 'II" work and wat!;~led in .amazement in __ ~,~~ P.!.!lt .. _f.~~~_!Ytl •!.. ---··
sh directed a mal• driv&r where to t~~an•ouver his t.ruc:k so she 
c:o ld .. tt.ar.h the Fighter plane '11 tow bar tc it sc the plane 
c:o ld be pulled into a har1;ar. 

11 1 ••w ama:r&m•nt 1 ~ •he •aid. 11 I 
, She said 11he saw outright Saudi 

a11 "ther F-15 ground crew woman tcck . . 

11aw shcc:k." 
male ho•tilit·r whan 
her shil"t oFF 011 a hot 
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1:a mac t:C wcrK J.n ner c-•n1rt: .. 

"They got very e111otional. about that," she •aid. "They mad"' 
a ot of phy,.ic:al 1110ve111"nts. I think they a•ked the ""'rgeant 
to'nuak• her put her .,hirt bac:k on." 

' Sh• !laid •he did not kr>ow for •ure, how•ver, whet.h111r the 
Sa ·dis asked or the A111eri.::an sergeant only dec:1ded on his own 
to t•ll. the wo111an to put her shirt t:.ack on b .. caus• of the 
Sa d i mens· "trong roespoma&l. 

But !ihll said the U.S. milit:al"y ha<a put: r>o r .. !ltrictiotHI on 
111i itary women other that~ it dr'*'"" cod'" that !iay'5 neither mall 
r10 women !ihoul<;l where shorts in publ i.:: and women should not 
we r clothes that e:<pose any tor111o <~kin above th• waigt. 

"A lor. of LHI like to jog, but that's out," !!he !laid. "'feu 
~:ar 't wat.a,. shcr tm. 11 

Gen. ~k,rman Sc:hwar:kopf, the r:omMander of iill U.S. f•">ro:: .. ,. 
ir1 t.he ~liddle .East:, told ths reporhor,; Sunday t.hat he haLl 
i~ u~d •~veral orders out of r~spec:t for Saudi sanaibilitie5 
~"' 1· woulJ !"'"wt no •lrder'i restr.\c:t.ing U.S. 1iervi.::ot wom•m ••htle 
th y ar'lif in S:.iudi ArJJ.bia. 

He •aid h~ had ordered U.S, soldiers not to take any 
al ohol or pornography to Saudi Arabia, For ~M~Mple, bec~u•~ 

bo hare prohibited there. H010 also ha .. urged both men and 
wrJ~en to r''-'91'll!tc:t S:..wH ""''"'iti·,..ities. 

But whl!'n asked iF he also wculd order a"y r"'strtc:tit>tHI on 
wo an trooper~ whil~ they ar~ In Saudi Arabia, he replied : 
··~csnl·~t.k?l)' not- u 
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.Although u.s. analysts believe the Sa,ldi government is 
extremely stab])eJ in recent years the Kinr.dom has faced both 
Iranian-backed terrorism and the threat of insurgency among 
the Shiite minority in its Eastern Province. according to 
informed sources in Saudi Arabia. 

In the last few years seven or eight Saudi diplomats have 

been killed in !h~land •. Turkey, and other posts abroad. In 
addition, several Saudi airline offices overseas have been 

bombed, says a well-placed eource. He said it is believ.lthat 

the attacks were paid for by Iran and carried out by Lebanese 
Shiites trained by the Syrians. Saudi Arabia has tightly held 

information about attacks on its facilities and personnel abroa1. 
A.'lother sQurce said that th~ threat of Iranian strikes or 

against American installations 
sabotage/within Saudi Arabia had also been rated high for a 
number of years. The possible targets o! suoh ,Attacks included 
Aramco and other oil facilities, as well as u.s. diplomats. 
Af.ter the end of the Iran-Iraq war. that threat Qssessment 

had been downgraded to "medi:.un"• The !lource noted that the 
Saudis tightly . oontrol access to the Kingdom in order to 
prevent such attacks. He stressed that the danger o! terrorist 
actions is thought to come from abroad and not from the 
oountry1 s Shiite minority. 

The likelihood of terrorist attack against the u.s. Embassy 
in Kuwait was also downgraded several months ago, said one source. 

He noted that this reassessent had been made over bitter objections 

fro~ some American officia+e. 
Since the early 1980s, u.s. Embassies in the region have 

employed tight security measures. with senior diplomats often 
travelline in heawilY-armored cars. 

The threat of insurgency among Shiites in Saudi Arabia's 
Eastern Province has also been considered significant in recent 
years, say the sources• In 1989. riots in the city of Qatif were 
put down hard by Saudi security, resulting in what one source 
described as "numerousa death~. Similar rioting in 1985 vas 
suppressed by poliee with violence but ~ithout loss of life, 
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the sources say. 
Since the early 1980s, the Saudi government ha~ made a 

the lot of the Shiites in the concerted effort to improve ,.,--._ 
Eastern. Province. ~~area is administered by Mohammed bin Fabd. 
a member ot . the royal .tamil;y. 
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ol -poM 1'01" peP'ltaiiOP'lo Meda to H faMed. 
8K1 pla comDiP'le th~s and the ho•~ttal •tory to f~llow tP'lto one 

pOI"t, D~t pls •eparate the Matertaal with a dash ana keep 
wo data11P'IDS, their •eparata iaauea, and I presuM• ••parate 

att:•r as for o~r wire b~t for P'IUmbarin; purposes one pool r•port. 

t nx, 
J 

RGQN PUBLIC AF~AlRB1 
have lost co~n~ o~ pool r•port number• becau .. we hav• no 
opt-. oao, from now on we.' 11 go by dati• &nd nwnber for our 
iP'lg, .. king this i6-1, th• !'irati for au;. 16. 

ittaft and f'il.U by John kiP'lg, ap. 

I ARABJA _ lr~ql fighters Oft .. v•ral occs•lons have tu~•d 
treat after w•apons •y•tem• aboard Am•rican Jets have loc~d 
he Jraqi targ•ta, . •everal Ail" Fo!'ce cr.w chl•f's aaid Th~lrSday. 

• They don't want to play with us,•• one crew chi•f' told • 
•r with a v!•itin; pool of A~ertcan Journall•ts. 

• 11' l were '" a "ira;• and an ~-1S locked onto Me, I'd ;et out 
re fast too,•• th• cht•f told an A•woctated ~ress reporter. 

1. John l'lc:Bro0111, cOinlll&l'\de•• ol' th• lst Tact leal l'tght•r Wl"'i! 
n;•ly Air l'orce Base in Virginia, ref'uaed to confirm the 

ts and Nid he had· ll'lstructeel hi• pilots not to diac~o~ss any 
tera with Iraqi Jets. , 

I'm not going to get into our encounter•,'' ne•sald. 8ut he 
did y he COftslder•d the u.s. air power here far euperlor to 
%r~' . ''We'r• not over h•r• to ao to war1 ••'r• ov•~ here to k••P 
thil ace, ••• \-11111 wi 11 not •tart a war l:lut we wal.l f'ln&sh one 
q~lc ly in the air.•• 

s•· 
aneth.,. o~ric•r in the UP'lit al'ld several crew chi•~• said 

ns syst~s al:loard u.e. ~-tes have lock•d onto Iraqi Jet• 
1 tim .. aurl"'g flight ~issions P'Jear the·~uwa&t-Saudt bo~der. 

OP'Je of my oilots told ~· tn•y turP'l and r~n •• •oon a• th• 
lacks on,•• on• crew Chief said. ''There'• b .. n a little cat 

ouse but wh•n · tha. -•pons lock OP'l they' t•o ;on•, • • aaid another, 
en aak•d a;ain later about tho encounter• report•d Dy crew 
s, McBroom said 1 • • All l' 11 ao ta ren1i nd you our radar car, 
nat a pretty ROOd range. leyond that you'll have to ask tha 

•• If I 

1"00111 said the i'i al'1·111rr unit . f'elt soMewhat v~o~l nerable on the 
d when his unit first arriv•d last we•k but now have 
lnt~ted JAlssions witlh the Sa1.1cUw t~nd .-.ceived poo.er1'1.1l ;roii."'CC 
ctlon from oth•r U~S. fore••• including the massive Patriot 

to air Missile aystems. 
• reporters visited with th• fight•r wing Thursday morl"'ing at 

a as d1 Al~ -••• where lt has ••t up camp, ualn; spare Raual 
hll\11 rw, -int•M,.__ ;ara;•• aP'Jd other facilities, •round rul- for 
"'·" entaaon pool operation prohibit th• r•l•ase of' tlh• eNact 
Jc~a ion or tha eMact number of plaP'les and oth•r N•apo~• •r•tems, 
ot· t e publlcat .I. on of t"e n.-• of' non-coMmand of'~il:ers. 

• troops •~• living in Saudi barracks and •chool• ri;ht now 
tent city ts under con•tructton on the ba•e, as is a portable 

tal that already t• t~ .. ting about 1S case• of heat str••• a 
aCCGrcUng to Air l"orce officiela interviewed \huraday 111ornh•i• 
lrooM aAta the 8au~t b~se faoiliti•• are the best he ha• ever 

SC!III'I • ·The laudiw bi.IUIS wverythin; big and ev•rything ri;ht 1 '' h• 
•• , \cl 
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Th• i~•~vs•w• --~• eondu~t•d ~•--•~ I a.m. aftd 18 •·•· 1oea1 
lMe, -"•~ •--P~••u~• •l~aay -.re app~o•~hing tripl• di;its and 
h• SI&PI Nas HIPI"Ching th• OIMPI MHo 0,... Ai~ IIO'I"a •-"'l•l'lt was 
&k•n to th• hospital durin; th• pool'• visit fo~ a minor oa .. of 
eat ••~•· Ha hcd ~" swinging a •led;• hamm~ for .. v•r•l hours 
•1pin; to ..t up the t.nt•• 
Mal~~ &nd his ~w ~hi•f• and Maintenan~e personnel said th•y 

ave had v.ry f.w equi~nt probl•ms ••.cciated with the heat. Most 
f th• plan .. are being kept outdoors in the heat ~auu 
l•~tronl~ •y•tem• •om•tim•• hav• t•mpora~y troubles when goln; 

a cool to hot env1r-oMtrnt 1 Mc:BI"'Qm ••Sd. 
The Ai~ Fol"ee has •xtanslve steoc:ks of •l••U- fc»- the J•t•1 arod 

rews were ••en unloAding bow•• of 1e mm •h•lls for their onboaro 
uns •• -11. 

-ae--
Jk 

xt5t71 --.u vb11 
•DUKC 

th• add ,o~ pool report lG-1 

, 

.. parated them for yr filing purposes. typing fast ~uz ti;ht 
edu1e1 ~rolly tYPG• ••lore. sri 1 
Jk 

WI"Uten and f:l.led by John k:l.nlil, •P• 

IAUDI ARQBIA _ The U.i. military 1• treating a~ut 15 c:as .. of 
inor h•at ••~• • day •nd rYahin; to ••• up medio&l facilities 
~ the growing ~umber of AMericA~ foro .. here, Air F~ officials 
l.d Th~o~rsday. 
Th• offi~lals •,Oke •~ ~h• first u.s. llilit&~y ho•ptta1 •.t up 
a&udt A~abSa, a •art•• of portable tent ••~u~ures that look 

likew tho•• from ~h• M.A.s.H. t•1•vi•Son ••~t••· 
Already up and ~~~~ ia a ..-11 ward for outpatl•~t c•~ and 
ove""iaht wa~. A portAbls, two-bed operating room MS und•r 
nstru~tion And uu• to be ~pl•t•d by aay•• •nd • 
. An Ai~ Fo-. -Jor ~unning tl'le f&~1Uty Nid it -• the first 
rlcan M~ical cent•r in the kingdom but that th• Ar~y -• 

I'ICfin; in •i•U•r lliqui;paiPit ai'ICf th• Air Fo~.:• Ukely would send 
• . ' , ...... ~ 
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Th• ••jo~, Wh&a• fta~• eanftOt b• uaed ~~•u•• of ;~ound ~u£as Tor 
t •• P•nta;on pool op•rat1on1 ••ld mo•t pati•nt• so far hav• b••n 

•r minor h•at ••~•, ~ith th• tr•atm•nt pr••eribad •ith•r •imply 
•hydration by drinking wat•r or, in mor• •vv•r• ea•••• th• 

1 .t,.av.nous ii'IJe~tlon of' nutri•nt-laclen fluid•• Ha aaid there hav• 
n •t yet been any report•d cas•• of' h••t at~oke, a mor• ••rioua 
h ·at~e1at•d ailmant. H• •aid 1S a day was a Jow number eonaldering 
t • ai1•.of ~h• u.s. d•ploymant here, 

H• said th• ov•~i;ht "ard had been not ne•d•d yet but added 
• t•m aure it will D• by tonight.•• 

u.s. troops are being told to drink 
w , ... a day l:luil •v•"' .. lth that ,.sev•ral 
f " day. have .. id they ara finding it 
8 udl dea•rt h••t. · 

at least aix gallon• of 
lntervi•w•d ov•r th• past 
impossibl• to &dJu•t to th• 

'.'Wet U n•v•r ;•t ~•eel to lt, au".- aa;, do ia drink -and drink 
a1 coMplain a ~it,•• one Al~ Fore• eaptain aaid Thu~d•Y• 

''If you as~d •ve~body th•y'd all ••Y we'd rath•r go home but 
wo •v• got • JOb to d~1 11 aaid an Ai~ Force s•~a••nt. 
~ th• outpatS•nt "ard 1 several patt•nts were raeeiving 

to atmant for heet •tr•••t one th~ough int'raveno~o~• fl~o~lds. 
''Thiw is your ~-~lt colonel,'' ht• man said JOkingly to his 

e· •anding offieerw 1 Air Foree Col. John M~a~m. 
Another ...... U.nder :lfllaltl"oom• .• comtnand, • ee-year-old ••rgei\nt ~rom 

•~ asota, Fla., sa&a "'• f'•ll &11 &1'te.,. .••"•~•1 hours of swlnlng a 
;•h•mm•r whilll setting up t•nts in n•ar 110-da;ra• weather. 
''I a1dn't take enou.gh ~raak• at a11 1 '' he •aid. 
~BrOom visited the tent site and told the M&n and women to 

k off work until ~ightf'a11 1 "hen temperat1.1r•• a•nerally drop 
,,. o th• ae.. 

''Ninety-fiva pvroent of th•m will go •o hard at it, even in 
th • h1tat 1 that you h•v• t<:~ p~o~ll them ba~ll.,'' said M~!room1 ""o waa 
l.i • a father with his troops JUst minutes after shewing hi• 
f' ht•r-ptlot braYado while briefing reporters about u.s. air pow•r 
11'1 th• laudS. kingdom. 

Also receiving treatment at the ta~iliry was an A'rmy tank aunner 
Wi. h th• aand Airborn• who ft"act:ured his f'h'lger back hODIII at Fort 
So·• 1111 but th•n aggravated the inJury hare. Rncl in the back of' the 
o•.1 p11Uent "ard a11d Air Force d1mt.1at to!l&s doing acme crown work 01"1 
.,., All" FOI"cll nl.lrs• fr-Om NIIW J..,.sey. 

Thlt .. Jor aaid the facility could handle virtually any inJ~I"Y or 
t•·· u~~~a, including tl'"•ah~ant of aoldi•r• aff'act•d ~Y l:'hWI!Ilcal 
'"" pon.. · 

.. td those fore•• would hav• to 1:1• decontaminated fi~t r• being allowed tnto th• ho•pital for tr.atmant. 
''We can t~at 1•,.ga numbers or casuallt&•• and do •o Quit• 
•••fully,•• he .. id. 

• ••Jo~ said Hepatlti• A and certain pa!'"aaitie inf.ctlons Wit!'"& 
on;. n 'o Saudi A>-altie ami that malaria was • conc:el'"n in s0111e parts 
of' he kingdom. 

• •aJOI'" •aid there was ''no~ ~ueh in the way ofloeal ho•pi~al 
s11. rt" 1:1ut •aid '"o Navy hospital ahipa are c:oa~inll to llha t'aglol"l 
tc• • availabla tf ne•ded. 
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This pool report was reported and written by Frank Aukofer of 
The Milwaukee Journal. 

Saudi Arabia-A tent city for a US Air Force fighter wing took 
shape here in the desert Thursday in what American commanders 
said was a deployment biqger than anything in the Vietnam War. 

The tent city, complete with air conditioning and a 50-bed 
field hospital, will house at least 1,100 men and women of the 
1st Tactical Fighter Wing from Langley Air Force Base, Va. Some 
of the airmen also are staying in Saudi barracks and two elemen
tary schools vacated by the Saudis to house American troops. 

The tent city was beinq assembled at a vast Saudi Air Base 
here, where American F-15 fighters are on alert to maintain air 
superiority over anything the Iraqi air force might throw at Sau
di Arabia. 

•we have a well-integrated air defense network here," said the 
wing commander, Col. John McBroom. "I have no qualms that we'll 
be able to do our mission." 

He said that co-operation from his Saudi Arabian hosts had been 
outstanding. For example, he said the Saudis had cleared out the 
two elementary schools so his crews would have air conditioned 
places to sleep and rest. ~ 

Earlier, the wing had set up a field kitchen, which served 500 
for breakfast Thursday, including soldiers from a Patriot missile 
battery here. 

McBroom and the officer in charge of setting up the tent city, 
Col. Dave Peebles, both said they had never seen a deployment of 
troops and equipment as big, even in Vietnam. 

•This is an awesome airlift," McBroom said. "You don't get them 
any bigger than this." 

McBroom's wing is the oldest in the Air Force-dating back to 
1917-and the F-15 fighter with his name on it is decorated with 
the World War I hat-in-the-ring insignia of Capt. Eddie Rieken
baoker. 

About 40 men and women of McBroom's wing were working and 
sweating in the desert heat Thursday, assembling air-conditioned 
tents and the ATH, for air-transportable hospital. 

Assembling the tents consisted mainly of drilling holes in the 
solid rock under the sand and driving in stakes with old
fashioned sledge hammers. 

McBroom, who said everybody was a volunteer in a combat situa
tion, was rotatinq his men and women from their regular jobs into 
building the tent city and hospital, 
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About mid-morning, he decided to call a halt, and issued orders 
to wrap up the operation for the day. From now on, he said, the 
men and women would work only at night and early in the morning. 

Even in the morning, the heat was so intense that the troops 
putting up the tents could only work 20 minutes at a stretch be
fore resting and drinking water. They are told to drink a quart 
of water an hour. 

But a 28-old-airman from Sarasota, Fla., who usually issues fu
el for aircraft, overdid it and nearly dropped over in the heat 
because he had not taken enouqh breaks from swinging his sledge 
hammer. He wound up in the field hospital, under the care of the 
unit's nurses. 

"I just qot kind of nauseous and weak," he said. " But I'll get 
back at it. 'l'hat's what we're here for." 

Lt. Col. Susan Helm of Goodrich, Mich., the chief nurse, said 
the biggest problems so far were heat-related. But she said the 
hospital expected to have to deal with other diseases related to 
food, water and improper sanitation. 

She said everyone in the unit felt good about setting up the 
hospital because they had just gone throuqh an exercise doing the 
same thing in May at Langley Air Force Base. 

"This is designed to support the wing, and the wing's here," 
she said. "We like to be around our people." 

Maj. Rich Willi!lllls, the hospital commander, said he was ready 
to treat patients if the Iraqis launched a massive chemical war
fare attack. 

He said any soldiers injured would go to a decontamination unit 
in the hospital complex, where all the gas would be washed off 
their bodies, then to the hospital for treatment. 

Williams also said the doctors, nurses and other personnel 
joked a lot about how they resembled the famous "MASH" television 
series. He said he was the Col. Potter of the group, and others 
were starting to pick up nicknames as well. 

Sitting in a dentist's chair in the hospital was Col. carolyn 
Massion of Marlton, N.J., who is in charge of 126 flight nurses 
and technicians who will provide first aid and prepare patients 
for air evacuation. She had popped a crown off a tonth and was 
having it re-eemented. 

The hospital had just barely been set up-the operating rooms 
still had not been assembled-and it was still hot inside because 
of an initial shortage of freon. But everyone expected to have 
the whole complex up and running soon. 

"Just tell Americans that these people are dedicated and 
they're working their buns off, 11 McBroom said. 11 We do believe we 
can take care of ourselves," 
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Jim AdaMs, Reuters. 
Incorporate$ earlier radar lock on quotes. 
Somewl~re in Saudi Ar~bia - The commander of U.S. forces 
audi Arabia said Thu•·sday he had som .. measure of Iraq's 
.ity t.o J.BUtlt:h a chemical weapor1s attack and wao; ready to 

with it. 
"We're pr .. pared to handle the t.hraat that oJe hlce it'1 that 
rd," Lt. Gem. Char·l&Os Hot•nar toJ.d a pt>ol of reporters and 
ogr·aphc.n; organ i z .. d by the Defcmli" De par tm&?nt .• 
"What we do im look at: the t1umbers, what we know of their 
bility and then we prepare to res;pond to it,' hi! said. "Ae 
am I' rn conc:erned, .we're pt~epared. 11 

Earlier, grc:nmd crew chiefs said Iraqi planes had fled in 
past. week when weapon5 radar ot1 U.S. F-15 f'ighter· P~""'"'"' 
ed onto them near the Saudi-Iraq border. 
Horner said h~ would not talk about su~h ~ncounters. 
But the ground crew chiefs said that pilot.s told them Iraqi 

pJ. 1e$ o" thai r owt·• side of the bordS"Jr had tu rr1 .. d and f~ed 
wll ' weapons radar or1 U.S. F-15s ot~ th&? 801udi side of the 
bor er lockad onto them. 

Warning systems tell pilots when another pla"e's weapon 
ra r has loc:ked onto l:hem, ready to shoot if there is a 
cor rcntation between the two planes. 

"There has ball!t1 a littlO> cat at1d mouse but: when the 
ct1s lock on they're <Iraqi planes) gone,'' the crew chief 

Col. John McBroom, commander of the fir>'lt tactical fight .. r 
, would not ctmfir'm the encount:.~·rs but. told the pool 
rtors: "All I'll de is remind you our radars can lock on 
ratty good range.'' 
McBroom tcld Reut: .. rs later tha·t .not1& of the Iraqi plane>; 

ha strayed at:f·o,;;s t.lw' border i"t:o SI!W<H Arallh1. 
"They have. not c:om(• a eros~; the border·," he said. "1hey 'r·e 

bel >g c:areful. Very careful." 
Th&l hmspi tal c:ommat1der at: the F-15 base sal.d he was r·eady 

if raq launch~d a mat'lsive chemical weapons attack. 
"Yeah, we could tr10at lar·g&l nYmbers o-F c:hemic:al. c:asualtie'" 

and d<> so qt.dte Sl.tt:ce!iisfully," the commander 9aid, 
He said pilots or soldiers injured by nerve or mustard gas, 

des ite the prc1tection suits they would wll!ar in a chemical 
at ck, would go first to a decontamination unit for the 
c:h icals to be washad off their bodies r;utd t.hen woYld be 
adm tted to the hospital. 

When Ben. Horner was asl•.ed to confirm th., fighter plana 
wea ons radar incidents or any other encounters betwweem U.S. 
and Iraq forces, he s.aid he would not balk about. such matters. 

But he did confirm that U.S., Saudi and other forces had 
not yet reached agr·eement on a command struct.ure for 
ceo dit1ath1g the joit~t military build up to deter Iraq from 
inv ding Saudi Arabia. 

However, he said a plan has be11m in place from th"' time 
U.S -Forces beg;an :c;~~riving lamt w&~e~k on ho1~ they would 
c:oo erate with Saudi Ioree& if Ir•q attacked. 

"Obviou<;l.y we don't have th .. finishad product (the command 
15tr c:tur .. ) yet," he said "but I can t:el.l yc>U f'r•om the fil"6t 
dll!)i w .. were hera we said 'What. arE> w-. going to do if the)• 
att ~:k tlowi'' and that's the way Wi' have btum structuring it 
ev .. y day." 

When asked if "" or a Saudi general wa~ in overall 
com and 1 hat &aid "we work together.~~ 
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written by Michael Ross of the Los Angeles Times. 

SAUDI ARABIA--Nowhere does history seem to repeat 

itself more quickly than it does in the turbulent Middle 

East. 

Just over three years ago, the skittish sheikdoms of 

the Persian Gulf watched with a concern that bordered on 

alarm as American naval forces converged on this 

part of the world to protect Kuwaiti oil tankers and 

safeguard the shipping lanes then being menaced by Iran. 

The fear then was that the u.s. presence would escalate 

the Iran-Iraq war, invite Iranian retribution and leave 

the Arab regimes that rim the southern side 

of the Gulf even more exposed than before. "We have to 

live here. You don•t,"a senior Arab official said at the 

time. "If you widen the 'War beyond your ability to 

control it, we will end up paying the price long after you 

leave." 

Barely a year later, however, those fears had been 

dispelled. Demonstrating on more than a few occasions that 

it was not afraid of a fight with Iran, the United States 

proved its determination to safeguard the flow of oil to 

the West. 

Now, move the clock forward and shift the scene 

westward a few hundred miles, into the searing sands of 

the Arabian Desert. 

Kuwait, once again, is the hapless victim. The stakes 

AUG I I '90 I 3: 34 
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are similar--oil, although this time a lot more of it. And 

as u.s. forces--land, sea and air--converge on the reqion 

once more, eimilar fears are gnawing away at the political 

calculations of the region's nervous rulers. 

The humiliation of having to call in foreigners, not to 

mention Israel's closest ally, to settle Arab affairs 

"represents a dangerous political liability for all of 

these fragile regimes," a diplomat who spent many years in 

the region said. 

For Saudi Arabia's King Fahd, a monarch who recoils 

from confrontation and strives for consensus in all 

dealings with his fellow Arabs, the decision to invite 

foreign intervention must have been particularly painful. 

"Some countries thrive on conflict. We have tremendous 

dislike for it," a senior saudi official said. 

Nevertheless, there was a crucial difference this time. 

Whatever the Saudi monarch's misgivings were, they paled 

beside the immediate threat that Iraqi President Saddam 

Hussein posed to the balance of power throughout the 

region following his army's invasion of Kuwait Aug. 2. 

"The way he runs Iraq, the way he thinks and 

acts .•• (Saddam) is a Hitler," said Sheik Ali Khalifa al 

Sabah, the finance minister of the ousted Kuwaiti 

government and a member of its ruling family. "He wants 

not only to 'lead' the Arab world by force, he wants to 

rule the world through oil." 

Now, as the largest u.s. expeditionary force ever 

deployed since the Vietnam War digs into the sands of 

eastern Arabia, Saudi officials and diplomats interviewed 

by visiting reporters seem uncertain as to how the crisis 
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But on one point there seems to be a firm consensus: 

Iraq must not be allowed to keep Kuwait. 

If the Gulf states once were worried about how they 

would live with Iran after u.s. forces left, they are now 

much more concerned about how they will live with Iraq if 

U.S. forces don't stay. 

"Yes, we have certain sensitivities about the American 

presence here," a saudi official acknowledged. "But 

these troops are not here because of us. They are here 

because of him (Saddam Hussein). He created all of this. 

we cannot compromise our security. We cannot be sensitive 

when it comes to a threat like this." 

The Saudis may still be somewhat uncomfortable with the 

size and speed of the Al!lerican buildup. "The numbers of 

American troops are larger than the Saudis originally 

anticipated," admitted Maj. Gen. Don Kaufman, chief of 

the u.s. Military Training Mission to saudi Arabia. 

But they are quickly acclimatizing themselves to the 

American presence in much the same way as the newly 

arriving troops are becoming used to the blistering desert 

sun, which routinely sends temperatures soaring past ll5F, 

"The Americans are our friends," said a saudi Air 

Force pilot. "We are here for the same mission--the 

defense of Saudi Arabia.'' 

Officially, the purpose of the u.s. presence, which 

grows larger by the day, is to deter an Iraqi invasion of 

Saudi Arabia. But it also serves a less tangible--and in 

the long term possibly more important--purpose of 

stiffening Saudi resolve by insulating the kingdom from 
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Iraqi intimidation. 

It is on this point, Saudi officials and diplomats 

agree, that Hussein may have made his gravest 

miscalculation. 

"Clearly he thought he could intimidate the rest of 

the Arab world into letting him keep Kuwait," one 

diplomat said. "What he did not count on was the 

immediate American and Western response, which then served 

to embolden the other Arabs." 

The Arab response, the diplomat added, was a crucial 

follow-on. In deciding to send token forces to join the 

Americans, Egypt, Syria and Morocco have provided a 

face-saving Arab cover for what is still essentially a 

foreign force. 

What happens next is not clear. Everyone hopes--but 

without much conviction--that the sanctions imposed by the 

U.N. Security Council will eventually bring Hussein to his 

knees, if not to his senses. 

But sanctions have a poor track record. They often take 

months to have real effect, by which time the resolve to 

maintain them is usually wavering. 

Hussein also has a trump card in the form of the 

several thousand foreigners in Kuwait and Iraq who are now 

hostaqes in all but name. "How strong will the west's 

resolve be several months from now, when these Americans, 

West Europeans and Asian hostages are starving-?" wonders 

an Arab diplomat, 

It is hoped that, as Iraqis themselves start to go 

hungry, Hussein may be overthrown. There have been coup 

attempts before--and the fact that Hussein has survived 
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them all underscores the difficulties potential.plotters 

face. Hussein's control over the regime is so tight that 

"no one can really count on a coup to save the day, at 

least not in the short run," an Arab expert on Iraqi 

politics said. 

Slowly, the conviction is growing that "the only 

solution," in the words of a Kuwaiti official, "is a 

military solution." 

Saudi officials say they do not underestimate the 

difficulties of trying to oust an occupation army of some 

150,000 Iraqi troops from Kuwait by force. The military 

costs of such a move could be politically unacceptable and 

in the end there might not be much left of tiny Kuwait for 

its exiled rulers to reclaim. 

Instead, the not-so-secret hope of some Saudi officials 

is that Hussein may yet be pressured into withdrawing--or 

goaded into making the mistake of his life. 

Hussein's startling acceptance on Wednesday of Iran's 

long-standing conditions for formally ending the Gulf war 

is viewed here as a dramatic admission of the gravity of 

his position. 

"Iraq got very little out of txe Gulf war, which took 

eight years and cost a million lives," a Saudi official 

noted. "For Saddarn now to surrender what little territory 

he did gain is a sign of desperation." 

The calculation is that, if Hussein gets desperate 

enough, he may strike out in a way that justifies a major 

military retaliation. 

"We don't want to go to war. we don't want to fire the 

first shot, but at the same time the status quo is 

·- {Y) cr~. -
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SAUDI ARABIA _ A senior Saudi military o~fiQial on W~nesday 
dis~ounted Iraq's ability to hit populat~ Saudi areas with 
Qhemi~al weapons and .. id many of the Qommand responsibilities of 
the burgeoning multinational defense foree here reMain unresolvvd. 

Brig. Gen. Turki Bin Nasser, a member of the Saudi royal family, 
said his for~ .. had no qualms about fighting fellow Arabs should 
Iraqi troops attaek the kingdom and said he believed there are 
Iinaugh ti"'ops here to thwart any sueh attaek. ·· 

''We would not like to ... Arabs fighting Arabs but if we have 
to - will do it," he said. ''If anybody wants to eome to the 
kingdom and attaek we will ~i;ht to defend ourselves.•• 

The General, in a meeting with Ameriean JOUrnalists at a Saudi 
air base, said Saudi, AmeriQan and British pilots were eondueting 
JOint missions but that many eommand respon~ibilities have yet to 
be wcrk~ cut. 

''We hope the higher authorities will wolve the probleMS of 
~and and eontrol,'' Turki said. ''We have not solvvd that yet.•• 

Defense Secretary Diek Cheney is to visit Saudi Arabia later 
this w .. k, presumably to diseuss those issues. 

Turki said that in the event of combat with Iraq ''there must bv 
• comMand and eontrol strueture•• but he said during Je>int 
ooerations eonducted in the past several day~ .. ,.. haven't faced 
any problems yet.•• 

Turki mat with a visiting pool of JOurnalists at a Saudi Air 
base he eommands. It -.s the latest in an unprecedented series of 
visits cf Ameri~ans to Saudi defense installations. 

Hours before the meeting with Turki, the JOurnalists were 
alla.ed into Saudi Jet hangars and maintenance facilities that one 
Saudi military officials said are off limits to many Saudis. 

The pool spent most of the day with Saudi military officials but 
also saw further evidence of the growing Am•rican pr ... nce here, 
including the first-ever field deployment of the massive Patriot 
ground-to-air missile system. 

Transport planes continued to arrive around the elock, and heavy 
artillery and other equipment is arriving to reinforce the lighter 
forQ&s first deploy~ here a week ago. 

Comments by Turkt left the impr .. sion 
eKpect foreign troops to remain in Saudi 
forces in Kuwait for some time even if a 
soon. 

that military planners 
Arabia and the Iraqi 
settlement is negotiat~ 

··rt alway• tak .. longer to pull troop~ out than it takew to 
bring them in,•• he said, 

We would not answer specifiQally when asked how long Saudi 
~rabta would want AMeri~an troops to remain after any negotiated 
settleMent that involved Iraq leaving Kuwait. 

He also gave an indirect answer when asked if Saudi Arabia would 
need outside military help as long as Iraq's Saddam Hussein held 
power. 

''The political situation in this region, it ehan;es every 
day,'' he said. ''If I told you three w .. ks ago that Iraq was to 
invade Kuwait you would have told me I wa• crazy.'' 

AmeriQan forces dispatched here have carried with them spacial 
suits and masks designed to protect them from Iraq's formidable 
chemical and gas weapons. 

But Turki said he did not believe Iraq had the capacity to 
accurately launch chemical warheads with its ground missiles and 
said the Saudi and other air forces here •hould be able to 
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''As far as we k~w he dorsn't have means of delivery witn 
ba111stt~ mis•iles but he nas the means if they are ~arried by 
air~raft,'' Turki -id of Iraq'• ~l'lemieal t1'1re.at. ''lhr to air I 
have no problem.'' 

Turkt de~lined to offer a per•onal opinion wl'len ••ked wnether ne 
believed it would take Military for~• to ou•t Iraq from Kuwait. 

"I -uld leave that to the pol it i~ians," he -id. "we are 
her• to d•fend the country should anything happen.'' 

-· He nidtriit SaudiniiTitary-nftdwd the- hwii:i frc..i t-h"e"i.Jnlit.d 
States and other nations simply be~au•• of Iraq's huge ar-My. 

''If you fa~ a million-man army you have to have a large enough 
force to deter it and to fight it if you need to,•• he •aid. 

He said the gaudi government was not ~o~erned by Sadd&M 
Hu•sein1 s attempts to rally Arab •upport by ac~using Sauai Arabia 
of selling out to tl'le West. 

··we •- nothing WY"'ng '" :crefencHng our ~ountry, • • he said. 
''Whoever doesn't ltke f.t 0 • that's hi•· probleM.'' 

He •aid z,..aqi. .. force.- still ..,.,.. taking up de;irnstve po•ttions 
near th• Saudi~Kuwatt -bO~d•,.. but said the th~eat of an atta~k 
··-• i ned • i.gl'l t 1' i ~ant. -

''If it wasn't re.al ~-WoUl~'t have all th ... fore•• here. 
Beca~o~se of al 1 this fo,.~-~~~-en•r• i• a Ciet~rrent .~to them. • • 

He said the Iraqi inva•twl'l wa• evidenC.e that :t·ne Saudi• should 
be allowed to p~o~rehase more military equipment from the United 
State• and otner W••tern nation•· Turki also •aid the Saudi• wer• 
~onsidertng an enlargement of their military fore ... 

Turki, in a playful tone, said Iraqi military officers who 
fought in tne Iran-Iraq war ''should take him C&addaml to court'' 
for offering Wednesday to return ~aptured territory to Iran. 

But even if Iran and Iraq •.ettle border di•put•• he said he 
doubted Iraq would ••nd troops now along that border •outh into 
Kuwait. 

''I think both of them don't tru•t each other and I don't think 
he is going to pull for~ .. out of that area,•• Turkt s.aid. 
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unacceptable to us," the saudi official said. 

"So our course now," he added, "is to wait. Wait and 

hope that all the pressure will force Saddam into 

committinq either a qood mistake by withdrawinq, 

or a bad one by goinq forward." 

end it 
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S~UDI ~R~BI~ _ Both ~me~ican troops and thei~ Saudi allies are 
&Kperiencing some cultu~e shock t~sse days. 

The most obvious surprise for the Saudi forces ~as be•n the ~igh 
profile of women in the U.S. military, particularly the Air Force. 

~nd the U.S. forces face the prospect of a lengthy Btay in a 
country where alco~ol is illegal, shorts are considered offensive 
and virtually all activity grinds to a halt five times a day for 
prayers. Even Saudi soldiers, some of whom a~e working side by side 
with Ame~icans, stop for prayers. 

Fo~ now, as they are b~ief'ed on Saudi and Muslim customs and t>'Y 
to get accustomed to the searing heat, Ame~icans troops are not 
being allow•d to make recreation trips into Saudi cities, although 
some are housed temporarily at local hotels. 

The Saudis have been eKtraordinarily gracious hosts, even as 
they are occasionally taken aback by th• ways of their allies. aut 
both Saudi and American officials say th•~• lik111ly will be at least 
a few incidents if the U.S. military presence ~ere is a prolonged 

··- one; a pt-osp@cl:-"l:nal: -.p.pt!i'i'i iner-e-asin;'ly Hkely. ·-
··when you have two cultures that are so different, •o 

fundamentally different, there are bound to be some conflicts,•• a 
Saudi government minister said this week. · 'Sut we are confident 
that w• can keep them to a minimum.•• 

The culture clash comes at an already stressful period of Saudi 
history. Tn• oil boo~ took Arabia out of' obscurity and the past two 
decades have brought an incredible development boom in maJor oil 
and urban areas. The Saudis are reaching out to the West for help 
in development and business, while at the same time fighting to 
maintain their strict, religious traditions. 

''It is a delicate balance, one we are trying to manage and, we 
think, doin; so for the most part successfully,•• a prominent Saudi 
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b~sinessman said this week after a dinner he hosted for visiting 
Ameriean JOUrnaligts. 

To help keep the balanee, the Saudis have tight restrictions on 
foreign•rs; only those with work contracts are allowed into the 
~ountry and almost all of them live in wall-ringed compounds. 

Suddenly, thougands more Amerieans are on Saudi goil, most o~ 
them young and unfamiliar with Arab and Saudi traditions. 

The U.S. military is taking a number of steps designed to keep 
Saudi-Ameriean interaction, military actions excepted, to a 
minimum, Troopg interviewed thig week geem to understand, although 
they're not always happy about it. 

''The guys sure would like a cold one,•• a female Air Fo~e 
captain said Thursday in an interview condueted on the gun-drenched 
tarmac of a Saudi airbase. 

''Tell the folks back home to send in the Budweiser plane,'' an 
Army tank gunner said earlier in the week. 

Some of the misunderstandings are innocent, but, to the Saudis, 
offensive. Several Saudi military officials were sitting with U.S. 
troops early in the week when the Amerieans served field rations 
for luneh. Two pork dishes were among the ehoiees offered; Muslims 
do not eat pork. 

The greatest cultural adJustment for both 5idas revolves around 
the presence of hundr•ds of U.S. military women here for Operation 
Desert Shield. 

A group of Saudi airmen stood in stunned silenee the oth•r day 
as an American woman working a supply line in the triple-digit heat 
stripped down to her T-shirt. Sh• was asked to put her uniform 
shirt back on. 

And an Air Fore• eaptain assigned to an AWACS plane said she 
often finds Saudi airmen assigned to th• erews staring at her. 

''They seem shocked at first, but they're extremely polite and I 
think they're getting used to it,•• the North Carolina native said. 
''It must be a strange sight for them.•• 

Inde•d it must. 
<MORE> 
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xxx it must. 
While tha co-ed U.S. military forces banter about, Saud1 men and 

women rarely interact in public beyond quiet conversation. And most 
Saudi woman wear ankle-length black robe~, covering their heads and 
usually their faces with black headresses and veils. 

Saudis consider it offensive for women to wear pants, 
particularly shorts or blue Jeans, and Saudi woman will hiss at 

- wom11~ey eonsl.aer drass8cf inapproiii--tataly.- The women fn th-e U.S. 
military contingent have been advised to wear the robes abayas _ 
when they venture out in public. 

''I think it would be too risky to go downtown without it,'' a 
21-year-old (female) Air Force senior airman from Mount Clemens, 
Mich., said Thursday. ''1 1 m not going to take any chances.'' 

tt•s unclear when the U.S. forces will be able to wander about 
in S•~•di cities. Officel"s fl"om each of the sel"Vices said this week 
some recreational activities will have to be plannad if the stay 
here dl"ags on much longer, and there is every indication that it 
will. 

''We are guests of the Saudis and we need to be aware of their 
cultural concerns,•• said Ail" Fol"ce Col. John McBroom. ''We'll 
brief them <American tl"oopsl and tell them what to do and not to do 
and if they don't do it right we'll send them home. It's that 
simple.•• 

~mericans who work here say it is rare for Saudis to become 
close friends with Americans but that cordial ~rofessional 
,..elations al"e not uncommon. Rarely are Americans invited into Saudi 
homes, they say, in part because they are not supposed to see Saudi 
women when they al"e not wearing abayas and veils. 

''Thel"e will probably be some panic among both ~mericans and 
Saudie .. her• there are clashes of the cultures, •' said Si 11 Walker, 
a 43-year-old from ~onterey, Calif., who teaches Engli•h at a Saudi ....... ,., ___ .... ~-



-·-·-----''The cultu~e• a~e JUSt too dispa~ate,•• he said when asked why 
American-Saudi friendships •~• rare. 

Vat both Saudis and Americans who have lived hera for some time 
say there are fewer problems than one might awpect when two such 
diverse cultures meet, 

Americans have been on Saudi soil since the 1930s, when an 
ewpeditton drilling for water struck oil, triggering Arabia'& 
interaction with the Western world. 

''I think w• Saudis always, because of the oil find, hava 
associated Am•ricans with our good fortune,'' a Saudi government 
official said over lunch this week. ''We are very different, but we 
have a positive bond.'' 

A Saudi physician offered this ewplanation for the generally 
;ood relations b•tween Saudis and Americans. 

··our cultures are so different that neither side has much of a 
chance of imposing maJor changes on the other,•• he said. ··so we 
accept that and develop relationships without prying into the 
privata affairs of others.'' 

Members of the Saudi elite in essence lead dual lives! most were 
ed~cated in the West and some own homes in the United States. 

''It is many of us, the Saudis who travel to the states and see 
the crime and drugs, that are trying to keep hold of our 
conservative t~aditions,• the businessman said. 

The physician had this advice for milita~y planne~• 
''If tn• Saudis feel overwhelmed thare will be tension,•• he 

said. ·'So while some contact is inevitable, it probably would be 
beAt kept to a minimum. 1 1 
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u.s. military forces in Saudi_ Arab~ a are under strict 
orders to avoid initiating c9mbat .In response to 
actions by Iraq that feU ~ rd ectut&l o(IW'bG$. ~ 11ft 

unambiguous invasion of Saudi land or air space. according 
to American military officials here. 

Some analysts have ex~ressed conoern that, as Saddam 
Hussein's options diminish, the Iraqi leader might attempt to 
to !trick' American or Saudi forces into shooting first. 
Unless ~ere were clear evidence that an attack by Iraq vas 
immjnent. such an action could significantly decrease 
internati~nal politic~l support for the military and economic 
measures that have been put into place against Iraq. 

Threatening actions that could tem?t a preemptive resnonse 
by the u.s. might include Iraq's sanding warplanes streaking 
toward -- but not across - the Saudi border. • Another such 
actiQn might be Iraq's activating the r~dars on its long-range 
surface-to-surface missiles. 

The current rules of engagement for American forces have 
been carefUlly worked out with the Saudis to guard against either 
force' launching an attack by accident or in response to a 
feint by Iraq. 

~te:last week, an Ira;i reconnaissance planP crossed 
briefly into Saudi airspace, said one senior u.s. officer. 
Contrary to some press reports. however. the pl~e was not fired 
on by Saudi air defenses, the offieer said. "The rules of 
engagement are very e~lieit" in requiring that Iraqi aggression 
or intrusions be unambiguous in order to trirrger Saudi or 
u.s. ~ilitary action, the officer explained. In the case last 
week it is believed that the plane may have strayed over Salldi 
territory unintentionally. 

"We're very aware of the Vincennes syndrome,• s~id the 
officer, roferring to a 1987 incident 1n which the u.s. Navy 
downed an Iranian passenger Jet in the Persian Gulf, 

Referring to the threat of Iraqi feints involving warplanes 
or surfaee-to-surface missiles in Kuwait or southern Iraq, 
another h1gh:..ra:nking U.s. combat officer said: "We accept th~t 
that stuff is there. That means ve.tace a certain amount of 
danger· But we have to be careful not to keep our finger too 
tightly on the trigger.• 
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unsolicited advieea n.ver, ever agr .. to trek through a 
piteh-black d .. ert Nith the united states army. 

Cfyia seott appleNhite survived as wwll and blv filed pool foto 
of this eKercieel 

POOL REPORT 18-lC 

SAUDI ARABIA _ The sergeant is halfway done Nith digging his 
first foKhole on his first night in the Arabian desert Nhen word 
com.• to pull back. 

H. swings his shovel in protest until the reason, transmitted by 
Whisper, makes its way down the linea the platoon is out of 
position. 

''We're too far out in front of the rest of the eompany,•• says 
the sergeant. ''They could be firing and killing us.•• 

The shovels are put &Nay, rueksacks quickly packed and the 
platoon within minutes makes a short retreat, guided to its nRW 
si1;or by a dim flourescent signal flashed by a sister .platoon 

Platoon 22 _ the second platoon of the 82nd Airborne Division's 
2nd Brigade _ digs in again. 

A few minutes later, the company commander is eKplaining to a 
reporter that the platoon had taken position far enough out front 
to be hit by friendly mortar and machin. gun fire. The captain 
isn't happy, but shrugs it off, 

''He'• our newest platoon leader,'' he said. ''It's good to get 
him out here to practice.•• 

Friday night's eKercises were JUSt that _ practice_ on the 
first night the Saudi government allowed American troops to train 
long after sundown. More such drills, including some JOint 
eKercises with Saudi troops, are planned. 

The first night desert training, witnessed by two reporters and 
a photographer, demonstrated the formidable challenges American 
forces would face in a desert war in the Middle East. And it 
previded Journalists th• first chance to spend •Mt•nded tim• with 
some young men who would help fight that •ar, a diverse group from 
throughout America _ some eager to fight, some terrifi•d by the 
p~pect, but all united in the hopes the crisis •ill be resolved 
sooft, either through combat or diplomacy. 

''We're here sweating because our lives may depend on it,•• one 
private said as he carried a ~0-pound pack through 95-degree 
eveni"g heat. ''But it'• really not up to us. Our lives are in the 
politicians• hands.•• 

The sun was Just beginni"g its descent Nhan the three platoons 
began the eMereise, ••lking in a v-shaped formation roughly three 
miles into the s .. mi"gly endless Arabian d-.ert. As the sun dropped 
off the horizon, a herd <??l of camels traipsed by the curious 
Alllericans. 

Th• soldiers' paeks are eMtra heavy because of the n .. d to carry 
more water. During a break, a 20-year-old medic from Newburgh, 
N.Y., lightens his load by taki"g a few gulps. The infantrymen he 
t• there to help drop into a circular perimeter, their weapons 
aimed across the darkening terrain. 

''Fi"di"D the courage is tough_ it'• scary out here,•• says the 
medac. ''But you've got to swallow that and go out and do it.•• 

Inside his bag are n .. dl .. with the antidotes to certain 
chemical weaoons1 the medic prays they will not be needed. 

''We JUSt waftt to go back to the states and be with our kids,•• 
..,. •avs. 



No.,. ot a dozen soldie.-s inte.-viewed uncle.- the spa.-kling desert 
sky knows Mhen the trip home Mill be. Some ask aloud whethel" they 
will Make it. Most hope diplomacy ~o.-ces Iraq from Kuwaiti a few 
would rather take on the forees of Saddam Hussein now. 

''If it would get us home faste.-, then let'• go kick him out of 
Kuwait,•• one private says. ''What Me have now is hurry up and 
wait. It's ~ruatrating.'' 

It is so dal"k that one can move around virtually unnoticed; so 
Quiet you can hear whispers. Much of the talk is idle chatter. 

''The sky is JUSt like the sky baek nome,•• one aoldie.- says to 
his sidekick in a two-man foMhole. ''But it JuSt ian•t the same 
unless 11 m sitting out on my back poreh 1 '' ia the .-.. ponse. 

Just a few ya.-da eway, another soldier tells a passerby• ''My 
wife is naving our baby in five .-.ks. I wish I eould JU&t say 
hello. •' 

A radioman with the medie begins a sentenee saying ''If Saddam 
doesn't pull out of Kuwait •••• •• The medic eompletes the thought, 
••• ••• he'll be squisned like a grape.'' 

The men are ba.-.ly in their fOMholes when wo.-d eomes to head 
back to their t.-ansport t.-ucka, a nea.-ly thr .. - mile walk in total 
darkness. 

Those in the. back of the line cans .. the shadow• of JUSt the 
few men ahead. In training, one .. r;eant says, soldiers have been 
known to stop, thinking a tree seve.-al feet ahead in the darknesa 
is the man they are supposed to follow. 

• '-l"ha.&-.&.Lt..5-¥ou.-o.f.£...£.,...., .tt.. ~rQ~,.'.'. ha ... ya. :'And iL-YQ..._g,.t. 
cut Off, you die.•• 

The.-. a.-. no trees in the Saudi desert, but the going is 
treach,.rous in the dark because of short, sharp shrubs undel"foot 
and small dunes that tu.-n a walk to a stumble. 

During the trek, most of ths soldie.-s say they understand they 
hav" to be herR, and a.-e ready to fight to def•nd the Saudi 
kingdom, These are the troops _ airborne paratroopers _ who got 
here first, when they had little firepower to back them up. 

··When they called us out, we tho•~ght we were going to drop 
right into a wor 0

1 ' the medic says. 
Helicopte.-s on night flights pass by in the distance, a .-eminder 

much more U.S. fi.-epower is in the region now. 
As they wait, the 82nd Airborne forces train about 12 hours ~ 

day. They have some complaints _ the lack of mail chief among thvm 
_ but say morale is high and that they complain largely beCause 
ther" is little else to do. 

''It's A.-my t.-adition,•• one sergeant says with • laugh. ''But 
we're fine.'' 

A .-.porter keeps asking what it would be like to fight in tha 
desert. The soldiers keep asking what it's like back home. 

''Please tell them we'll be back,'' a lieutenant says. ··w. Ju•t 
don't know wh•n·'' 

Jk 
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This is a Defen5e Depart111et·1t pool report 18-2. PleasE! fat< 
to pentagon ( 693-6853) 1 writ ten and fi lad by J i 111 Ada tilts 1 
Reuters.<eop> 

Saudi Arabian foreign 111inister Saud Faisal 'iiaid Saturday 
his country Wat·•ts a U.N. military bo·,•cott to forc:e Iraq out of 
Kuwait, and then international c:coperatict1 to keep Iraq cut of 
Kuwait.<eop) 

"Th&'f are considering military action in the United 
Nations," the foreign 111inister said at a pt·ess conference, 
r·eferring ttJ a military boycott.·(eop> 

"The United·Natiom; now is in com;ultiltion to see whether 
soma ac:tior1 more than the (present U.S.) boycott is req~li.red," 
he said. "We wholeheartedly SUf)port thai: ac:t.iot1. "<eop> 

SaLjdi officials said the fol"eit1gt'l ftlinister wats referring 
to infat·mal disc:ussicm .. it> the Uniba.:l Nations it1 the pa..,t week 
on the world body joinit1g the present U.S. boycott ngaitH;t 
Ir·aq. They said a U.N. bo~•cott was the ne:ct: step beyond the 
sanc:tlons the U.N. has already i111posed against Iraq for 
invading and anne:dt1Q Kuwait. <eop> 

The U.S. Navy inter•c:ept.ed b"Cl iraqi coastal ves.oeln Frid;;oy 
under new orders to e11force LJ.S. boyt~ott, U.S. Defense 
Department. officiale said. They •aid th• Iraqi ahipa wer·e 
empt~· and so were allowed to proceed, <eop> 

Faisal also said inter·nationsl defe!t1S&o c:ocoperation !llhou:Ld 
continue &>vet1 if the boycott succeed in driving Iraq out of 
l<uwa it. <eop) . . . ... .. . .. ___________ . ·--·-· -·-. 

"Hopsfull y the tUo~<J in tar·n:o~ t i on<>l. order· th,.t 1•d.ll c:om,.. ., t 
this p .. riod of tremet1dous c:hange it't the i.nter11ational 
comtntmit.y will be based em internatitJnal cooperation for 
legitmitnate defenslil at1d tlppo!iitiot> to aggression," he liii'Oid.<eop) 

The Saudi Arabiat> fcre!i.ngn minister• sal.d he sn•' t>O wn·,- tc 
omd the c:onfrot1tation with Irnq withol.lt militar\' actiot1 unless 
Iraq withdraws from Kuwait at1d re!!itores the leaders it outed 
th&!rf!.<eop> 

"Un1ess these two principle• are accepted by Iraq, I do 
not se@. any prosp&c:t of a diplomamti<: settl.e~mant," he said.<eol.> 
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Thh; is 11 Defense Depar tm&m t Pool Raper t 18-3. Please fa>< 
to Pen tag on ( 693-6853) , writ tan and f n .. d by Jim Adam10, 
Reuters.<eup> 

Jeddah, Saudi Arabia - Oil Minist~r Hisham Nazer said 
Saturday that Saudi Arabia will act Ot1 it,. own t.o boost oil 
production to help "'ake up for lost Iraq and f(uwail e:<pcrts 
unless OPEC agrees to an i"'"'ediata meeting.<eop> 

"We de not want to. take ut1il;a.t.eral. ac:tiot·•," N;v.zer sai.d. 
"But if' they ref'use tel meet, they leave us no alternative. "<eop) 

Saudi Arabia has called for a •pec:ilil-1 meeting cf lhe 
13-mell'tber Organization of Petroleum E>eporting Cow1tries <OPEC) 
to consider steps to take following th"' Augt~st ::.; invasion of 
l<wo~ait by Iraq whic:h sent oil market~ soaring. Iraq i1El opposed 
to the meetit1g.<acp> 

The Saudi oil minister, asked how soon his country would 
move to it1c:rea1!!e prcduc:tiot1 it> the absenc:e of am OP!::C "'eGtting, 
replied "immediately,"<acp> 

"We are beginning to have a ltlal"ket that is literally 
del!ltabili~ing," Na:ter aaid. <eop> 

"We do have "' c:ri!!Sis," he said. "Reful!!ing simply to meet 
to disc:uss the crisis, we think, ls illogical.<eop> 

Saudi Arabia, the world's leading oil eNporter, would 
s•Jpport an increase by all OPEC "'embll!r<i in ordR"r t.c 111ake up 
for the shortage, Nazer sald.<eop> 

He said that OPEC agreeHHmt last: mot1i:h fot• a 22.9 milliicor1 
barrels per da·r proouc:ticn c:ei.J.ing and a pr:lc:&- of S21 a barrel 
by December 1 was not: bei.ng met becausur• of Iraq's i>1vasicm. 
International. ec:ot1cmic: sanctions havo be"" impomed against 
Iraq, another major &~<pot·ter.<eop> 

Saudi At·abia could not "'aka up the full four milli.ct1 
barrels per day shortfall in crude oil eo<por ts, Nazer 5aid, 
only about one million barrels per day.<ecp> 

Oil production could be inc:re~ased by Vena:ruela and t.he 
United Arab E111irates by ;mother one t:c two mil.li.cm barrels per 
day·, Nazer estimated. <eop) 

HI! •aid that Third Wor·ld countries were 'ilUffering the 
wor•st from the higher oil pric:es which have 11ow hit: •ze to $29 
a barrel.<eop> 

"If OPEC is net going to consider these things, then, of 
coul"se, th111y leave it to ltlamber c::ountr ies to defend .thed r cwt1 
inter .. sts and that includes, of course., their decision to Make 
up for the shortages," Na~er said.<eop> 

"We will not let the countrie1!! of t:h .. Third World go down 
the drain," he said.<eol> 
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This pool report was reported and written by Frank Aukoter of 
The MilwaUkee Journal. 

Jeddah, Saudi Arabia - There is a growing consensus among saudi 
Arabian leaders that military action ultimately is the only thing 
that will force Iraqi President Saddam Hussein out of Kuwait. 

The Saudis have drawn their own line in the sand, saying offi
cially that they will be satisfied with nothing less than the 
withdrawal of Iraq's troops, restoration of the pre-invasion Ku
waiti government and international protection to stop Hussein 
from ever invading a neighbor again. 

But they are pessimistic, believing that cannot happen through 
diplomatic efforts alone, and probably not even as a result of 
international economic pressure. The United Nations already has 
imposed economic sanctions that amount to an international embar
go on trade with Iraq and occupied Kuwait. 

A high-ranking Saudi official, in a background briefing here 
Saturday, said Saddam's Iraq would have to suffer military as 
well as economic blows before it could be forced out of Kuwait. 

Referring to the Iraqi occupation forces, the official said: 
"We believe for it to be forced to withdraw, it will have to 

take specific blows to its presence there." 
He was one of three Saudi officials who spoke here to members 

of the Pentagon press pool and other journalists who have recent
ly arrived in the country. Thouqh the Saudis kept the American 
press out of the country when American troops started arriving 
here, they allowed the pool in Monday, and in recent days have 
been qranting visas to others, including network crews from ABC, 
CBS and NBC. 

The other saudi officials who talked with the reporters Satur
day were the foreign minister, Prince saud Al Faisal, and the 
minister for petroleum and minerals, Hisham Nazer. 

The unidentified Saudi official and other Saudis are not clear 
about exactly what form the blows against Saddam would have to 
take. some suggestions have been the assassination or overthrow 
of Saddam, the development of an effective resistance within Ku
wait or an economic squeeze so tiqht that Saddam would fire the 
first shot, brinqinq military retaliation. 

If that happened, American troops would likely be in the thick 
of it. The Saudi official said that American troops were posi
tioned in the north of saudi Arabia, "in areas where there is a 
potential conflict." 

The official said there also were Saudi, Syrian and Egyptian 
troops in those same areas. He would not identify the location. 
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During the last several days, Saudi Arabian officials and lead
ers-members ot the power structure of the country-have told re
porters here repeatedly that only military force would push 
Saddam out of Xuwait, and that he had to be taught a lesson for 
the future. 

They also privately believe that Saddam's army is not as good 
as it's been represented to be, saying they think it will start 
to crumble if tested against the combined forces of the United 
States and other countries tlat have sent troops here. 

However, the Saudi official who spoke here Saturday said the 
Iraqi army was formidable and should not be underestimated. More
over, he and everyone else believes that Saddam is an unpredict
able tickinq bomb. 

Although some Saudi businessmen have winked and said there were 
profits to be made as Saudi Arabia moves to war footing - air 
conditioners to be sold and buildings to be built for troops and 
refugees, among other thinqs - they say the situation overall is 
an economic disaster. 

Mostly, the Saudis would just like to have the whole thing go 
away, without anybody getting hurt, so they can go back to what 
they see as their self-appointed role as the moderating force in 
the Middle East, doling out precious oil to the world in a pre
dictable and economically comfortable way. 

11We don't want a cat to be hurt, much less a lot of people," 
said Prince Abdullah bin Faisal, a member of the royal family. 

But the Saudis know that's wishful thinking at this point. They 
were scared badly by Saddam's invasion of Kuwait, and especially 
his movement of troops toward the Saudi border right after taking 
over xuwait. He pulled the divisions back, but the Saudis still 
have nightmares about his army marching through their country. 

The fear grows less each day as the American military buildup 
here continues. The saudi official said the us troops here, along 
with the popular support in the United States for President 
Bush's decision to send them, had been a tremendous morale boost
er for Saudi Arabians. 

He also said Saudis were willing to make sacrifices to boot 
Saddam out of xuwait, includinq chemical warfare hits on unpro
tected Saudi soldiers and civilians. 

Moreover, he said that Saudi Arabia would be willing to sacri
fice its people held captive in Xuwait and Iran, saying the Sau
dis did not regard a soldier's life as less precious than a 
civilian's. 

"We are willing to pay any price to end this conflict," he 
said. 

For Americans, the question is what price they will be willing 
to pay if, as many Saudis believe, the shooting starts. 
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WITH THE TROOPS 

Saudi Arabia -- The young sergeant is lying prone in the 
sand. the butt of his M-16 rifle tucked against his shoulder. 

8/18/90 

It is l;;.te afternoon in the Saudi Arabian desert. The ser.::e~?nt' s 

squad is mannine a defensive line while several officers scout 

the top of a nearby hill. The officers are selecting sites where 

the company should dig in with anti-tank weapons that will turn 

the road below into a deadly shooting gallery if m: Iraqi 

tank column ~.ttempts to pass aJ.one; it. 

The company of about 250 soliiers from the 82d Airborne's 

2d Infantry Brigade is in its third day of training in the heat 

of the Arabian penina.ula. The men arrived late last week believing 
they would go into battle immediately. Now it is hard to adjust 

to the emerging stalemate as American troops pile into the 
country and the Iraqi army tucks into defensive positions. 

The sergeant turns to a reuorter sitting beside 

\-1\'M.• "A lot of my men feel like we're wasting time." he says. 
"That's the basic consensus: let's get the show on the road or 

get out of here. You know, we thoueht the 82 Airborne was coming 

over to SI!J.ve Kuwait. And here we :ire just sitting.'' 

Increasine the nervousness of the troops is the danger of a 

terrorist attack on their barracks, •r1here securi t.v now is 
extraordinarily tight. "It's hard to keep your guard up ~hundred 

percent of the time, the sergeant says. "I'd hate to be here as 

a pawn in a political chess game. Which we are." 

The sun is turning red as it anproaches the horizon. A cooling 

breeze begins to blow across the desert; making the harsh 

terrain suddenly s~em soft and welcoming. A hundred yards away, 

a herd of cameJ.s shuffles by. urged on by their Bedouin master. 

The man gruffly shakes his sti.ck at an American photographer who 

takes his picture. 
As it gets dark. the company reassembles and sets off for its 

first nighttime march. It heads f·Jr the road. about tlJO and a 
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"We would not attack larq~ groups of Iraqis; but if we saw W 
two or three together, we would shoot them," he added •. 

In the first week after the invasion, the troops patrolling 
the capital were "relaxed" and undisciplined, Nasser said. 

The soldiers who carried out the initial attack--Iraq's 
elite Republican Guards--were withdrawn soon after the invasion 
and relpaced by ordinary troops, many of whom had been told by 
their commanders that they were qoing to Kuwait to safeguard 
it from an American invasion, Nasser said. 

"They did not expect us to attack them, so they were easy 
targets. These were also the soldiers who did the terrible 
things, the ones who raped our women," he said. 

"They looted everything," another Kuwaiti said. "They 
made motorists stop in the street and give them their cars. 
They even stopped people on the,street to take the watches off 
their wrists." 

Another witness said he saw some Iraqi soldiers shoot the 
plate glass out of the window of a Mercedes Benz dealership and 
drive off with the cars. "They took all the new American and 
European oars back to Baghdad," he said. 

As the behavior of the occupiers became worse, the 
resistance grew bolder, Nasser said. 

He asked that his group's method of operations and the area 
in which it fought not be disclosed in detail because his cell 
was still believed to be active. 

However, he said that, on the third day following the 
invasion, he and his friends chased two Iraqi soldiers into a 
restaurant, where they shot one and captured the other. 

"They tried to hide in a big refriqerator in the back of 
the restaurant. One resisted and we killed him. The other one 
surrendered," Nasser said, adding that the resistance was 
holding "about 150 Iraqis as prisoners" by the time he 
left Kuwait last week. 

Using gasoline bombs made from bottles with dates pressed 
into the necks to hold the wicks in place, the group also 
disabled an Iraqi tank one night. 

"The Iraqis would stand outside their tanks. We would sneak 
up and shoot the men outside the tanks, then open the hatch and 
drop the bomb inside," Nasser said. 

He claimed that a number of tanks were disabled in this 
manner. 

The resistance is still largely uncoordinated, "but we are 
getting more organized and better disciplined every day," 
Nasser said. 

"Many are involved, soldiers who have taken off their 
uniforms, doctors, women who treat our wounded .•• everyone 
contributes in their own way.'' 

Anazy, the football coach who escaped on Thursday, added 
that most Kuwaitis are still refusing to return to work. 

11 To work for them means we accept them and this we do not 
wish to do,n he said. 

Most of the refugees in saudi Arabia --from the wealthy ones 
who sag morosely in the leather sofas of air conditioned hotel 
lobbies to the poorer ones sitting on blankets spread over the 
concrete floors of vacant school buildings--say they 
haven't given up hope of returning to Kuwait one day. 

But even Nasser concedes there is little hope of that 
happening without outside support. "Now we are counting on the 
other Arabs, and on Bush and Thatcher, to help us," he said. 

11We have discovered our will to resist," said another 
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SAUDI ARABIA - There are American warplanes flying overhead 
but there are no hippies, no punks and no anti-war protesters on 
a major college campus here. 
Yet students and professors at the King Fahd university of 
Petroleum & Minerals talk of little these days besides the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait and the threat to Saudi Arabia. 
Some people worry about the American soldiers arriving every day, 
but others say that if the choice is between American tanks and 
Iraqi tanks, they'd choose American. 
"We are Muslims. We don't need Americans to help us. If the 
Americans come here, they might not leave for. 20 years," said 
sultan al-Dhaher, a Saudi student from a town near the border 
with Iraq. 
"The Holy Koran says that Christians don't always want to help 
you1 they want to trick you," said Dhaher. "The real reason the 
Americans are here is not to help us but for oil. 
"When we fight, wed~ not fight for land or air," said Dhaher, an 
intense 20-year-old with dark eyes and a wispy beard. "We fight 
for Islam. we are like the mujahadin in Afghanistan who rely not 
on the force of arms but on the force of God. 
"Iraq surprised us, and the American Navy got here fast," Dhaher 
said, "aut now the forces of Egypt and other Arab countries are 
coming, and the Americans will be able to go." 
"They must go,'' added another student, a 20-year-old from near 
Dhahran. "If Iraq, only one country, can raise an army of one 
million men, imagine what all the Islamic countries could do.• 
The students demanded to know why the United States continues to 
support Israel, and said the Arab world will be torn if Iraq's 
Saddam Hussein manages to turn his fight for survival into a 
fight against Israel. 
"All Muslims want to fight Israel," said Dhaher. 
As they spoke, a giant C-5 transport plane lumbered noisily 
overhead, so full of equipment that it seemed to be standing 
still. 
"That's another problem with the Americans," one of the students 
said, pointing up at the plane. "Noise pollution." 
The students insisted they support their king and seemed 
surprised when asked if there were any campus political 
organizations. 
"Why would we need an organization?" asked a 20-year-old from 
Medina. "If the king said the Americans should come, of course I 
agree with him, but it should be temporary." 
Another student said simply, "We want to solve our own problems." 

-{V\uv'--
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The students, among the 5,000 attending one of the most 
prestigious technical universities in the Middle East, were 
dressed identically in white robe& and headdresses. 
Only the foreign students, not the Saudis, wore blue jeans. No 
one had long hair, a walkman, an earring, shorts or sneakers. 
At the center of the immaculate campus, with stone buildings that 
seemed to rise out of the desert, was a large pond with a 
fountain and ducks, surrounded by thick date palms and 
bouganvillea (spell). The simple mosque with marble walls had a 
computer printout showing the five daily prayers. 
"Saudi students tend to be more reserved than Americans," said 
Mohammed Kulla, director of the Academic Development Center, "and 
they probably are more aware of global issues than Americana. 
"At the freshman and sophomore level, saudi students are just as 
sophomoric as American students," Kulla said. 
Right now, they are keenly aware of the Iraqi troops that have 
occupied Kuwait only 200 miles north. Students and faculty were 
so upset after the Aug. 2 invasion that summer school is ending 
early. 
"The students know and I know that Saddam Hussein could have been 
here last week," said professor Hulls. "And knowing him, he 
wouldn't have had any qualms about killing all of us." 
Sipping sweet tea flavored with mint from his garden, Kulla said, 
"Nothing in my life has affected me more than this, nothing has 
ever disrupted my life more. 
"!very country wants to be able to defend itself," Mulla said, 
"But it was the Americans or Saddam Hussein." 
end 
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There are two ele~hants loose in the streeEs of Kuwait 

City this week: Sadda.m Hussein's a.r:ny a!ld a real ele:phe.nt,, 
rele:a.sed. fro"n the ll&ltii., zoo by Iraqi troo-ps. 

"A.friend of mine rlrove into Kuw~it and back today," said 
a Nasir, 15, Kuwaiti refugee in Saudi Arabia• "He Xll saw an 
elephanjfin the streets. The Iraqis raided the zoo and let all 
the animal$ out of the cag"ls." 

Nasir. a wealthy busine~a~an now being put up by the ~~ 
government at a lu•ury hotel. said that Iraqi troops have ~leo 

lootad the oentralj bank, commercial bank. polUe stations. 
~~d gold shops of hie country. Soldiers have also stolen 
luxury 9ars from Ku;·•ai ti dealerehi 'PS o.nd driven them back to 
"M Iraq, accordinr; to reports reaching !laair by telephone and 
from Kuwdtie streaming acrose the border il'l recent days. 

In ternt~.tional tele:phone cal! a in e.nd out of Kuw·>.i t have 
not been possible since shortly after the Iraqi inv"'sion. SowevAr 1 

Nasir and som~ther Kuwaitis were able for several days ~fter 
that to communicate with their friends by driving near the 
border between Saudi Arabia and Kuw~.it and tailing on t:1e1r 

oar tele?hone~ -- a local call from that distance. In the 
past few days, howewer, this method of oommmunioation hns also 
been out off -- possibly bec~ause of electronic interfere~oe from 
military radars ~ 1~ the area. 

Nonethe•less 1 it is still poasiMe for Kuwaitis to drive in 
and out of the country with relative ease. Nasir said that his 
younger brother had returned to the country to join the resistance 
to the Ire,Ci invasion. Ku1~B.i tts here do illot believe the resistance 
poses a military threat to Saddam but consider it to be im'Portant 
for symbolic rea3ons. 

Nasir and another wealthy Kuw~iti, Farid, said that the Ira~ia 
had also released :patients from the hoaJ:li tale and peychi:l.tAJ/c l-larrl.e. 
ltlllkanx "These euys Oll."lnot take care of themsillvee. 11 said Nasir. 

Fo.rid noted th8t Iraqi families had been no·1inr: into abandoned 
hoases in Kuwait. "It is a policy maybe of replacinr, people. 11 

he a?..id. "They want to aff:lct the com:posi tion of l Kuw'l.i t' s 
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inhabitants." 

But the exiles sdd they did not beli;;ve that any atte:cpt to 

install aK pro-Iraqi admi:'listration in Ku~1s.i t -- nerheps as p:ut 

of a Mgotiated settlement - would succeed. "Th~ Kuwai tie will 

reject an~v~rnment Sadde.m will create for them." Farid st~id· 
The pair also confir!!led reports from diplo:natic sources 

here that there has been looting by Palestinian residents of 

Kuwait. S0me 300,000 Palestinians live in the country. 

The•r ~.lao confirmed diplmmate' re.nortl9 that Kuwaiti women 

have not been subject to mistreatment by Ir•.tqi troops. There have 

been many news accounts concernin; rape and mistreatm~nt of 

Pilifr1no XII and other f:>rdtrn ~~omen. 
The spotty nature of oom~unic--tions ·.'it\Ku1rait and Ir!l.q 

i taelf' has Blmdx!llll reeul ted in a lively exohm,o;e of l".:tmoro. 

Among the most ~ide-snreai in Saudi Arabia at the mom~nt ia th~t 

Saddrun Hussein recently took a oecond dfe -- s. younger woman 

and that several days aeo he killed his first wife, to whom 

he has bee·.111 married for many years. 

A iiM similar phenomenon hns o~rred mtmxmKmzm.mimimxmtmimamJ 
amonji U.s. trool's. who/ say they are reoei vin~ li ttht information 

ab·Jut events in the region. Soldiers A.t a milit'1.ry base in 

Saudi Arabia said todA.y, for exa~:·ple. that ther had heard 

ru!!lors that George Bush had g1 ven Saddam Hu••sein "'· 36-hour 

deadline to withdnw from Kuwait. I Another rumor h'ld 

Iraqi tb roes inva•iing Saudi ARABIA EARLY This Clorning. The 

soldiers sitd they did not believe either ~1mor but were starved 

for news. 

- 0 -
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Saudi Arabia-Even Americans familiar with military operations 
might have trouble grasping the vast scope of the war prepara
tions here. 

They range from platoons of soldiers dug into the desert sand 
to giant container ships unloading tanks, from highway columns of 
troops in double-decker buses to air crews flying reconnaissance 
missions high in the sky, watching for Iraqi warplanes. 

The American deployment of troops, weapons, equipment and sup
plies is spread over a vast area of the desert, some of it touch
ing the turquoise waters of the Persian Gulf-or as it is called 
here, the Arabian Gulf. 

It is bigger than anything the United States ever cranked up at 
one time during the Vietnam War, according to command officers 
who served in Vietnam. 

Under an arrangement with the US Defense Department, members of 
the press pool covering Operation Desert Shield here have agreed 
not to disclose information that would compromise security. That 
includes numbers of troops and even the general location of the 
buildup. That's why stories have not carried the datelines of 
Saudi Arabian cities or military installations. 

The pool members also have agreed not to identify the military 
men and women they interview, except for those with command re
sponsibilities. There is concern that their families might be 
targets of attacks by terrorists sympathetic to Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein. 

Though such attacks have been virtually nonexistent in the con
tinental United States, military families live all over the 
world. Besides, nobody wants to take any chances. 

The press pool reporters, photographers and camera crews, with 
the help of their military escorts and Saudi government officials 
here, have ranged over a vast area of Saudi Arabia, a country as 
big as the part of the OS east of the Mississippi River. 

They have talked with Marines resting in arena-sized warehouses 
at a sprawling Persian Gulf port, flown off to interview American 
and Saudi crews of AWACS aerial reconnaissace planes at an air 
base, roared across the desert in helicopters, trudged through 
the sand to visit with young Airborne soldiers camped in the 
open, plugged their ears as Saudi and American pilots scrambled 
howling F-15 fighters from giant bunkers built into the sand, and 
watched sweating nurses and doctors erect a fully-equipped field 
hospital in the unrelenting heat of the desert sun. 
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Everywhere the American military machine has touched down, 
there are what appear to the untrained eye to be highly organized 
operations. There are, however, still infuriating instances when 
the old military snafu of "hurry up and wait" surfaces. 

At one point, for example, the pool missed a chance to see sol
diers in a remote forward location because their helicopter pi
lots could not get a clearance to take off. 

Mostly, there is a high degree of discipline. Crews methodical
ly refuel the endless parade of cargo planes-the giant C-5 and 
smaller C-141--whose takeoffs and landings have become part of 
the round-the-clock routine. 

Marines unpack wrenches from plastic bags, charge batteries and 
crank up the 750-horsepower, l2•cylinder diesel engines on wicked 
M-60 tanks. The tanks, scores of them, are lined up on vast con
crete parking lots, along with weapons-carrying "humvees"-the 
modern J'eep. 

For the American military men and women here, there are enor
mous differences in the conditions of combat duty-from the opu
lent haves to the gritty have-nots. 

Here, as one wag put it, the great god is freon-worshipped as 
the lifeblood of air conditioning, the thing that everyone wants 
but not everyone can have. 

Much depends on the nature of the job. AWACS crews work long 
hours, but they do their duties in air-conditioned comfort. And 
some of them live in cool Saudi motels with swimming pools. 

Marine guards on ships are billeted in the air-conditioned 
crews' quarters, while their comrades sleep in the heat and hu
midity on ground pads laid on concrete. 

In the worst conditions of all are the soldiers sprawled out in 
the desert, with meager or no shade, sleeping on the ground, in 
tents and around tanks. 

The food varies, too. Some Airborne troops were fed Hardees 
beef sandwiches and french fries in the field for a couple of 
days, then had their chow degenerate into a diet of bread, water 
and vegetables or fruit. 

Many troops get only plastic-wrapped field rations called 
MREs, for meals, ready-to-eat, 

Asked about the troops' food situation at a news conference, 
Lt. Gen. Charles Horner, the forward commander of the Desert 
Shield forces here, said it was obvious there would be "different 
levels of comfort" in different places. 

"Certainly the folks that are up there in the desert 
their level of comfort is going to be somewhat less than some of 
the people working in the command centers back in here," he said. 

"I just had lunch and it was delicious. In fact, it was danger
ously delicious for a man my age," 
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Horner said the troops had their MREs, though he said they 
sometimes would just as soon have a Hardee's hamburger. 

p . ...1.-·c:. 

"So they have the government-issue meal and many times they opt 
to buy their meals, and that's their privilege," he said. 

However, very few troops-and certainly none of those out in the 
desert-have had any opportunity to drop by any Saudi fast-food 
outlet for a burger and fries. 

Still, there appear to be few morale problems, although even 
the lowest-ranking troops here are acutely aware that it could 
soon become a problem. 

"It will be very difficult if the morale starts going down," a 
young Marine said. "They want to go home and then we start going 
real slow. We need some action. I wish we'd go ahead and do it. 
we need to do somehing-either leave or get rid of him." 

He was referring to Hussein, the enemy. 
-30-

10:26:22 Fri 08/17/90 



his i:a Def.,.,.,.,., Dep•tr·tm•mt pool r·.,port N.~. L'-t. t1ust be 
Fax d to Pwnlagcn, 693-6853 1 for relea~~. Writt~n ~nd FilAd by 
.lim dam~, Raule~s. 

SOMEWHERE IN SAUDI ARABIA U.S. Ma~inas landed h~re 11•1~ 

w•• , ready to fight if Iraq invades and ~•~able of inva~ing 
huw it or Iraq if tensions woro;;ened and Presidtmt Bush ;a·o~e 

tha o~der, ""' admiral aaid Friday. 
''They will lbe) in defensive positions to try to dater, 

fir t of all, an attack from the North and should that 
dat rrence fail, obviously, to try to defend as far forward a!l 
t:he can," Raar Adm. Sh•ve Clarey told raper terti. 

When asked if the Marines also had the capability to 
irw de l(uwait or even r~aq, he said tlley c:culd if so or•dat·ed. 

''We certainly have assault ca~abillty'' ha said. • ..• This 
is mechanized capability with tanks, armcu~ed vehicles, 
lig t armoured vehicles. 

"They have that mobility and they have that firepower to 
go nywhsre t.hay' ra told to go," he "aid. 

The admiral, a commandar of U.S. ~mphibicus naval forces, 
mad t.ha commerd:s to a pool of Amar 1 can repor tars and 
pho og~aphers organi:ed by the Detfens& Department 

F'resident Bush has !laid the missicm of U.S. f"r-cas in 
Sau i Arabia is only to deter or dafend agair1st an Iraqi 
at t ck. and that there is no plan for tham to invade. An 
i11t rrtatio,al boyc:ott rather- than military action is being 
use to try to fcrca Iraq to ;et cut of Ku«ait after invading 
and anne:d119 that country. 

The ~1arinas themselvas said they wera rsrady to fight.· 
''If the Iraqis decide to agrees, its a suicide miss1on 

Tar themse1vet~, 11 a 25-year-o.ld larH:e corpor·~1 from Long 
Sea h,Calif., said. ''They're ;oing to lese. 

"We'll tak.l! casualties, of course," ha !laid. "But there 
wil be nothing left of the Iraqis.'' 

A Somo11auk, Ill. 1 lance corporal gaid he would rather 
fig• t tha, dig it1 for weeks or m1:Jnt.hs in defansive po•itit:lhtii. 

''I'd rather go (fight) and then get the hell cut,'' l•e 

A 42-year-old first sergeant from Mobile Ala., said at 
lea t t.wo Ma~!nes 11earing the end oF their s1r~vice tlm& re
et1l stad when they learned their unit was going to Saudi 
Ara ia. 

''You t~ain, train, train,'' :~~said. ''!t's net &\'ery day 
you et to do the -real thit{9, iiO i:.h&.-e guys -.re motivat&d. 11 

The Marines' landil'tg this week. w;u; not anything like the 
ampl il1ious assaults familiar in Wo~ld War Two news~aels. 

It w;as the Marines' firt1t ua• i11 ac:tual pob911t.:&l .=;:,mbat 
of he 11ew Rapid Deployment For-c:e c:onc:ept i11 which th~ Maril1a5 

flcw11 to Saudi Arabia at the samr. time shiptl p~rmilroently 

d with all their combat equipment arrived to join up with 

Three 755-foct-long c:ar90 ships ;arrived with tanks, 
arm ed trucks, TOW antitank missiles, ammunition, food, field 
kit hena, R field hospital and all the ether equipma,t a 
M10r '" &Kpeditionilry fc~c:a of 1<!>,000 man needs. The admiral 
did ot way how many Marir1es are in Saudi Arabia, hcwev•r, and 
tl,e ool ol' ~apo~tera w11~a op"'r"t11110 tmdilr sec:ut"i ty t•ules that 
prot tbit reporting wher• U.S. units ar~ in Saudi Arabia, how 
la~ they are ...,,. the n""'"" of any military people other than 
c;ol'ft ndars.. 

" 
tim 

''We're making history here today,'' Ad~lral Clarey said. 
It'a,. rapid buildup in about ei£;ht da'>'"· It's the first 

in hiwtory we've den& t~1is.'' 
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SAUDI ARABIA -- Iraqi occupation forces in Kuwait have 
imposed a curfew, closed mosques and sealed the border with 
Saudi Arabia in response to continuinq hit-and-run attacks by 
Kuwaiti resistance cells, accordinq to refugees arrivin~ here. 

The resistance is still relatively small and uncoord1nated, 
but "it is qrowing as we become more organized," said a 
Kuwaiti shopkeeper, who fought with the underqround for nearly 

·two weeks before the location of his cell was discovered and 
surrounded by Iraqi tanks. 

The shopkeeper, an army reservist who asked to be identified 
only as Nasser, his first name, said resistance members were 
holding more than 150 Iraqi soldiers prisoner. 

They were captured, he said, in night-time raids on Iraqi 
patrols in residential areas of the Kuwaiti capital. 

Another refuqee, a high school soccer coach who fled on 
Thursday, said Kuwaitis knew the resistance was continuinq 
because scattered shooting could still be heard throughout the 
city at night. 

Abdullah al Anazy, 37, said the Iraqis on Wednesday also 
imposed an 8 p.m.-7 a.m. curfew because "young Kuwaitis are 
shooting at their soldiers in the dark." 

No formal curfew had been in effect before Wednesday, Anazy 
said, adding that it was but one of several security measures 
the Iraqis have taken this week to deal with the still small 
but apparently growing underground resistance. 

"They also closed the mosques whose ulemas (prayer leaders) 
were denouncing the Iraqis and speaking out against the 
invasion," Anazy said. 

"It is the young people," he added. "They are the ones 
who are taking up arms and fiqhting ••• but only at night." 

other newly arrived refugees also confirmed reports by Saudi 
sources that the Iraqis have closed the border to Kuwaitis 
trying to enter Saudi Arabia. Until a few days ago, the Iraqis 
were barring foreigners from leaving but were allowing--even 
encouraging--Kuwaitis to qo. 

Saudi officials said more than 100,000 Kuwaitis were now in 
the Kingdom, but that the flor of refugees abruptly slowed to a 
trickle a few days ago. 

Anazy and another refugee who arrived in Saudi Arabia after 
the border was closed said they escaped by crossing the desert 
at a remote spot far from the frontier post where they had been 
turned back by Iraqi soldiers. 

The refugees, interviewed at a school, a hotel and other 
locations where they have been given temporary shelter by the 
Saudi qovernment, gave similar accounts 
of the Aug, 2 invasion, which appeared to have taken their tiny 
country and its unprepared defense forces by complete surprise. 

''We never thought they would do this to us, " said Nasser 
El Asmi, a 32-year-old worker with the Kuwait Oil Co. "We 
thought 'how could they do this to us, a neighbor and fellow 
Muslim country?' But Saddam Hussein is a bad man. We never 
had a chance." 

Stunned into submission by the overwhelming size of the 
invasion force, the Kuwaitis offered only scattered resistance 
for the first day. · 

"We woke up in the morning and found Iraqis everywhere," 
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said Asmi. 

Even though Iraqi troops had been massing on their borders, 
Kuwaiti lQaders apparently chose to believe Hussein's 
assurances, delivered to other Arab qovernments, that he would 
not invade Ruwait. 

As a result, the Kuwaiti National Guard was not on alert and 
its main qarrison in the capital was nearly deserted on the 
morning of the invasion because most of its men had been given 
the Thursday-Friday weekend off, according to one of the 
defenders who escaped. 

"Normally, there are about 2,000 soldiers stationed at the 
garrison, but there were only about 120 on duty on the morning 
of the invasion," when the Iraqis surrounded the garrison with 
tanks, said Cpl. Melfi al Asmi, 34, 

"We resisted all day, from seven in the morning until seven 
at night, but they were firinq at us from all sides," he said. 

Asmi, who is Nasser al Asmi's cousin, said about half the 
defenders were killed or wounded before the rest chose flee. 
"There was no officer there to make decisions. The 
highest-ranking soldier was a sergeant. We did the best we 
could, but at last we realized we would all be killed if we 
stayed," he said. 

Nasser's garrison apparently held out longer than the 
defenders at other installations in the city did. 

In the first eyewitness account of the storming of the 
emir's palace in Kuwait, Mansour al Mohanny, 32, said that it 
fell to a force of "about 70 Iraqi 
commandos who came over the back wall" at about 12:30 p.m., 
more than 10 hours after the initial invasion. 

"They came over the wall firing rockets and machineguns," 
Mohanny, a clerk at the palace said. 

He said the palace guards killed 15 of the Iraqis before 
being overwhelmed. 

Mohanny, who escaped after the Iraqis entered the palace to 
hunt down the remaining guards, said that the emir of Kuwait, 
Sheik Jaber al Ahmad al Sabah, was not at there at the time of 
the attack, He said he knew how the emir had escaped, but was 
not at liberty to divulge it. 

The Kuwaitis interviewed all said the invasion appeared to 
have been very well planned. "They bombed the runways so our 
jet fighters could not take off and they cut the communications 
right away, 11 leaving National Guard bases throughout the 
country isolated from one another, Cpl. Asmi said. 

"The Iraqis had very good intelligence. They knew where 
everything was. They even knew where the foreigners lived," 
added Nasser, the shopkeeper and army reservist. 

While the throughness of their intelligence suggests that 
the Iraqis may have 
been planning the invasion for some time, every Kuwaiti 
interviewed over the past several days--from senior government 
officials to ordinary citizens--professed shock and profound 
disbelief at what had happened. 

"I don't know why we were so complacent, so foolish," 
another refugee, who asked not to be identified, said bitterly. 
"As Muslims, I guess we never thought our brothers could do 
such a thing to us." 

As the initial shook beqan to wear off, some Kuwaitis using 
arms taken from police stations--and from the Iraqi soldiers 
they later killed--went underground 
and began ambushing Iraqi patrols at niqht, Nasser said. 

AUG 12 '90 16:59 PAGE.003 



. ..~ 

i. ,. ~ 

ri\I.Jrl 1..1n,, ~1411L.~ WnJILI LIIV 

:· ' ' .. 

~ . '- . ,.., 

- . - . . . . -

ICUwalti, 11!Xit &lone we cannot do it. Alone, aqainst theiraqis 
we are like a mosquito stinqinq an ox." 
end.it · 

'-,,-, •...,, nn 

PAGE.005 

r r1 · .. ~. \..:/ .. , 
. 

~.~ 
~~J 

·*" 't4l 
.,;)j 

•·; .. 

:' -~.~ 



DoD NATIONAL MEDIA POOL 
08-18-90 REPORT 90-1-41 

RELEASED BY OASD(PA) AT 00,.JC) 

1 II AUG 1990 
reported and written by 

Prank Aukofer of the Milwaukee Journal and Jim Adame, Reutera. 

Defense Secretary Dick Cheney said here Sunday that 
American warships were still ehadowing Iraqi tanker• they 
fired warning ahote at saturday, but refuead to aay whether 
the navy would sink them if they continued to refuse to stop. 

The American warehipa fired warning shots at one of two 
tanker& sailing out of the Persian gulf. 

•I wouldn't want to speculate,• Cheney said when asked if 
the U.S. warships would sink Iraqi ships if neceasary to atop 
them. 

•t wouldn't want to 1peculate on what happens ne~t,• he 
eaid when asked what etepe the navy miqht take if the ships 
refused to atop. 

•we obviously are prepared to see to it that the eanctiona 
that the United Nation• voted and the action that the 
legitimate government of Kuwait asked ua to take are carried 
out,• Cheney said. 

The American warships reportedly have been ordered to use 
minimum force such ae shooting out the rudders to atop the 
ehipe if necessary. 

Cheney also aaid there were no plans now to aend 
additional u.s. forces beyond those originally planned for 
deployment in Saudi Arabia. He said the deployment was on 
echedule. 

The Defense Secretary and u.s. military commander• have 
refused to give the size of the military effort here, though 
commanders have said it is bigger than any single deployment 
in the Vietnam War. 

·should (Iraqi president) Saddam Hussein be foolish enough 
to launch an attack on Saudi Aru.ioat ?Jwould be able to do a 
very effective job of making him pay us a bit of a price for 
that,• Cheney said. 

•obviously I'll be more comfortable once we've got more 
force• in country,• he said. 

When asked whether U.S. or Saudi generals were in charge 
of the combined forces, Cheney said the United States was in 
charge of ita own troops and was cooperating with the Saudis. 
There also are Egyptians, MOracana, and Syrian troops here 
with other• echeduled to arrive from Pakietan. 

"The arrangement that•e worked out ie coneietent with our 
constitutional principles (that u.s. force• are under the 
eomand of president Bush and hie generals) and it's consistent 
as well with their (Saudi) requirement for 1overeiqnty,• he 
said. 

The Defense Secretary spenda eeveral hours touring a Saudi 
air base here. Under a blazing desert sun, he atopped by an 
Apache attack helicopter, visited a mobile command 
headquarters that supervises the airlift operation• here, and 
talked with eome of the troops. 

Por one 23-year-old 82nd airborne private, a member of a 
weapons loading team for the Apache helicopters, it was a deja 
vu. 

"I met him in Panama,• the eoldier from Western Port, 
Md., said. "The 82nd ie first in for everything.• 

A capitan in the group from Overland Park, Kan., said, "He 
told us lot• of stuff is coming.• 

A8 Cheney walked around, followed by a hard of television 
crews, rePOrters and photopherr, four F-15 jet fighter plans 

roared off the runway, banked eharply and climbed into the 
eky. 
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Sy MIC AEL SS, Lo1 Ange • es mts ·,;•·.'."•-'·'';:!''' .;;•"''•· 
SAUDI AF!UIA_AI prospeth h.r a diploutic so:l~ti''o·"n"~?,\_:tkii~Gulf'· 

crisit diminish, a grim consensus is emtrsing amoris''.'si'u'd't~·"olfictaH' 
that war with Iraq may be uuvoidable. ;.;,.;· ,f~(\:; .. •'S•;; '.;. 

' ' , ' • • • ' • • • ...... ,.~. I: lv.~'".,. .~, . , ' ~ 

This conv1ct1on, uprttued .w1th grow1ns rttolvt by Saudh~offltlll5 
over the put week, in turn ref I rcts lL now wide I y''sha'rel::'p .• 'f't'e.pt I on· 
that Iraqi Prtside.nt Saddam Huutln it, in tht wordl oC'?;~·-~.}J.~mbv·~of 
tht Saudi royal hmi ly, •a psychopath" who repru;ents·•tn.'•''intolerable 
thrnt to tht region so long u he remain1 in power• in:;}t,q':/:f<:~·::.: 

•:w• d~ not see ~ny prospact of.a dlpl~matlc uttlutn,:t'!~-~~a.ud!,~· 
Fore~9n i'11n15ter f'rln~e.saud a.l Fllnl n1d Sat~rda.y, C!)n,:f~.~J.!Is::.Jn .. : ... · 
publrc what other oH1t1als have' bun ny1n9 prrvattly_~~r:~-l!Vl!_r.al: 
days. ~.,_. ~.-·.· · 

Publicly, the Saudis continue·to insist that Iraq a.sr~'e .to .. .''.' 
withdraw from Kuwait as a condition for further negotiatl~~~~~~ut l~ 
private they say they have I itt I e expecht ion that HuHei'n'-'w'f) (do· 
that.. f,·· •.···.·:. 

"He ' s S on 11 t o o f a r t 0 t u r n t. at k now , " II i d on e ·~ e n i o r ::off ·i.e '; a I . o . .,, H i s 
lo~s of face would be fatal. The magnitude of hi& misadvent~re wo~ld 

"k\1'1 him." ·, · 
When Iraq il'lvaded Kuwait Aus. 2, Husuin wu counting on .t;;,o 

thii'ISI t9 intimidate his Arab brethren into accepting the· Uew,~tatus 
quo -- h i ' 1 111 i I I i on - · '·,.)" ' ,. 
man army, the largest in the Middl~ East, a11d his own emer~ins ~ppeal 
as a champion of the frustrated Arab cause. . , . 

·~He really could have become the new Gamal Abdel Nasser,• a Saudi 
official· laid; referring to the late and immensely popular Egypt.lan 

. leader. "It was ~appening. He was winning the hearts and t~e minds of 
't!I•-·Ar:abs unt i I hl' ·went the wrons way." .··'' ·· 

• . Hussein•,·call lor a "holy war" against what is popularly ~ercelved 
as ·iht domlnati6n of pro-Israeli, We&tern interests in the region ~id 
str)ke _1. rtsOI'il!-nt · ' . . 

"· chor·d in Jordan and th~ Wnt Bank• where the hi lure of the int lfada 
has >created -

·a m~od of bitterness and despair among P~l~stinians I ivins under 
Israeli rule. 

Bu't his·'thre&ts back/Ired elstwhere,.one Saudi oHicial said, 
becai&u he' went. · 
too. far, upping the ante too quickly and too violently to leave ro~m 
even for appea1ement. 

"If so~tone holds a knife to your throat and l&ys 'give me your 
money,' you do it. But if if you btcomt convinced that he 11 goins to 
stab vou anyway, then vou fight for your life,• the official said. 
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\ "'''" ...... u'E.~V"'rY""'fi'm .. e'Y\Jie think we Iff a &Oltl't'I00"1"ln··~-,V"J" H·----..- ..... ~-- ..... -~ 
1V 11.nd shuh the door to it," a. member of the S1.u~i royal hmi ly 
added. "We have no choice but to stand up to him.• 

Now, ijmboldened by the multinational mi I it~ry presence hking 
shapt in'the··•astern desert, Saudi thinking las ~>hifted frolm ... ays of 
conta i ro ins Husst in to ways of ,tx·orc i si 1'!9 him from the Arab body 
altogether. · ... 

That will come about,·Sau.di '9fficials say, "'hen the Inqi military 
btc omts so · · ... ,:. 
desperate that it either usassJI)atts Husuiro or luhs out in a way 
justifies retaliation by' the 'fo.r·m·ldabie array or Wutern and Arab 
forces now aligned agllinst lr-~q):'·;'·: . 

"The only thing we stl l(·~~~~~~~~w,• a Slludi busines~ma.n commented, 
u i 1 on 1 · ·:~ ·>?/.\ .. ~··~:~; :; .. :; . 
b r a v 1 I r a q i s o I d I e r • " : 'lF: \ • ·-.;. ; 

··xn the munt I me, the tra·n~io.rmat ion that has overt&ken th I 1 

ctoiJtered kingdom in the ~ar]~<iiurs of Its greatest ~risis Is. 
nothing short of rema.rkable,··~lpr~mats &nd other Middle East experts 

' .. . .. . ··,:: . 
1 a v. · .. ·~ .~· · ..... ;.;.: . · 

Indud, in just a I Itt I e over·/ two weeks, the mood here ha~ turned 
f'rom one of . t:' <:>.~:·.' j.~~; ~-
extre~t apprehansion to one o~~l~os~ cocky confidence, with youns 
Saudi printB · ,_,., 
talktns avidly about what B-525 .i~~ld do to Bashdad u their tldi!rs 

. \.•> 
entertain dinner guests with the~.latest Saddam Hussein Jokes, 

The transformation, if furthir proof we-re needed, 15 even more 
evident In the · :. · ... • · 
Saudi tre&tment of the rud I a.··.·:--·:;.;;_··. 

Saudi Arabia used to be one ~l·the most dif(icult countries for 
Western journ&l ish to visit. But· ovH the past week, the Slludi& have 
1 iterally thrown open their doors'. to an invu ion of ~eporters from · 
around the globe, s Ivins them ·.unti"r.ec.edented ucess to m I I i ta.ry 
facilitie·s 1.nd senior govtrnrrient.O'fficJals. 

One Journalist who h&s cove~ei this part of the world for a number 
o f y e an c ~ u I d h ar d I y b e I I eve ·h I i·. ears w h an h e o v e r he ar d a Sa u d i 
official asking an American mifit-~ry.oHicer for advicl! on how to set 
up a media pool, "The Japanet~ at~ in'Jedd&h today. The Brits have 
Just landed. We are going crazy,•;:the harried offici_at confessed. 

In this time of testins, the Saudis have even discovered a sense 
. of humor about themselves--something for which they were not 
senerai ly known.. · 

"Our ministry of informa.tion·is still denying th&t Ira.q has invaded 
Ku ... ait," one Saudi prince said over dinner the other ni_ght, eliciting 
much l&ughter from his guests. 

"Have you he&rd? 50,000 ~ore American soldiers arrived toda.y;" said 
another 
Saudi. "They had to turn around and go home because we "'ouldn't 91ve 
them vis~s.• Ho..,1j of laughter this time. 

Such humor ve I Is, but does not tnt i re.ly conceit, concerns that the 
crisis could still take an un.controtlable turn. 

Tht threat that lr&q may use the them lea I weapons It possesses Is 
one such concern. 

"A friend told m~ not to "'orry because the missiles the Iraqis have 
·to de I I ver them i cal weapons are not accurate and I and many k I I ometer s 
from thtlr target•," a Saudi buslness~an said. "1 thought of my home 

PAGE.003 



or aiartments, food and even small stipends by the oil-rich royal 
fami y. · 

''The saudia are doing everything for us. It is not possible 
for us to qo back now, but here we are welcome,'' said Melfi 
Azmi, a 34-year-old Kuwaiti who has been livinq here for 10 days. 

end 
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THIS 15 PENTAGON POOL 19-? WRITTEN AND FIL!D EY PET!R COPELAND, SCRIPPS 
HOWARD. THE PENTAGON WILL ONLY ALLOW THE USE OF THE NAMES OF 
CO~~AND!RS, NOT SENIOR NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS.(IT>(PARJ 
<RO} SAUDI ARABIA- The leaders of the U.S. forces in the desert here 
cut their ~ilitary teeth in the Jungles of Vietna~. an experience that 
deeply colored their views of warfare.<IT>(PAR] 

CA: 

<RO> They have few doutts about the ability of their troops to fight and 
win, and their only fear 1s that politics will control ~1litary 
stratecy as it did in Vietna~.<IT>[PARJ 
<RC> The leaders sat their ~1ss1on in Saudi Arabia is more clear than it 
was in Vietnam, and just as i~portantly they feel that this time they 
have the su~port of the AMerican people.<IT>[PAR] 
<RO) senior com~anders and non-commissioned officers in Saudi Arabia 
said during a week of interviews that their Vietnam experience sobered 
their views about the 
( ")flory[ "] 
of war and taught them the dangers of waging a protracted conflict far 
fro~ home.(IT>[PAR] 
<RO> 
('')A lot or the senior leadership were in Vietna~, and we really do 
dislike war. We think it is man at his most ludicrous 
state,[") said Air Force Lt. Gen. Charles Borner, the top u.s. comrr.ander 
in Saudi Arabia.(IT>[PARJ 
(RO) 
(''}The problem we have with young folks is we train them so hard and ~eep 
them motivated so well. They are always saying it's like being on a 
roottall team and never getting to play a 
game,['') said Horner, a fifhter pilot who flew 1i1 combat missions over 
North Vietnam.<IT>(PAR] 
<RO) 
['')I can understand their 
enthusias111,[''] Horner said. (PAR) 

('']If they stop and think, they know war is a loser tor 
everybody.(''] Army Brig. Gen. ld Scholes of the 18th Airborne Corps said. 
( "] 
In Vietnam congressmen came over and said, 'Why are we here?' Obviously 
the troops had to wonder, 'Why are we here?'<I'r>(PAR] 
<RO) 
['')This time the people in the States are behind the troops. They 
understand the need is there and the strategy 1s 
there,['') said Scholes, who was co~missioned in 1961 and served two tours 
in Vietnam.<IT>(PAR] 
<RO> The generals warned, however, that public support could erode with 
t1me. 
['']People remember Vietnam at the end, not at the beginning when there 
was 
support,['') said Air Force MaJ. Gen. Don Kaufman ~f Central Command.<IT>[PAR 
<RO) 
('']War as it should be conducted is even worse than it was 1n 
Vietnam,(''] Kaufman said. 
('']The way you win in a war is destroying everything, move in and then 
you retuild it.<IT)[PAR] 

(MORE) 
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<RO> 
['')Here we know where the front line 
is,["] Jtaufman said., 

PAGE: 

['']It would be a var of firepower, artillery, bombs and 
tanks. ('']<IT> (PAR) 
<RO> B:auf'man said there are lenons to 't:e learned from Vietnarr, but he 
cautioned: 
['')I left Vietnam 23 years ago, I vas a captain then, and I'm a general 
nov .<IT> [PAR) 
<RO> 
['']We try to read the history books and the lessons learned, but that was 
a lon~ time 
ago, ( '] he said.<IT>{PAR] 
<RO> One lesson from Vietnam that 1s even more important nov in Saudi 
Arabia is to have respect for the host nation, said Air Force Lt. Col. 
Allen Pack.( IT> [PAR) 
(RO) 
('')We have to treat people vith all the respect ve 
can,['') Pack said, especially in Saudi Arabia where customs are so 
different, 
['']We weren't courteous enough in 
Vietnam, [' '1 < IT>[P AR) 
<RO) An Air Force senior master sergeant from Sophia, West Virginia, 
said the deployment here has been more popular than in Vietnam because 
there bas been no shooting.<IT>[PAR] 
<RO) 
['']In Vietnam we didn't have public support because 1t vas mommas wanting 
their sons back 
horre, (' 'J the ser~;eant said,(IT)[PAR] 
<RO> 
['']I don't want to get into another Vietnam, a political war. We didn't 
use !-52s in some places because ve 
couldn't,['') Said the sergeant, who in 1968 was an airman first class in 
Vietnam.<IT>1PAR) 
<RO) 
['']Let's either whip 'em, or go 
home,(") he sa1d.(IT>[PAR] 
<RO> The chief master sergeant for the 1st Tactical lighter Wing said 
military life has improved since he was in an out of Vietnam between 
19e5 and 197~.<IT)[PAR] 
<RO> 
['']The idea now 1s to take care of people and let them do their 
Job,["] the chief said. · 
['')These 'u1s are living in air-conditioned barracks and eating hot 
meals ,(IT)LPAR] 
<RO> 
['')Thin~s are 1,000 percent better here than in 
Vietnalll,l"] tbe chief said,(IT)[PAR) 
<RO> 
['']Peoile understand why they are here and they want to be 
here,(') the chief said.. 
['')Thel want to protect our economic interests and 
o1l.(''J<IT>(PAR) 
<RO> An Air rorce senior master sergeant from !irm1ngbam, Ala., said: 

(MORE) 
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['')When you vent home after 
tte Vn1ted States and 1n the 
for a cause and their way of 
<RO> 
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Vietnam, you vere treated like a eriminal. In 
vorld right nov people know ve're fighting 
life .<IT>[PAR] 

('']My attitude is 
EOS1 tive, [ ") the Alabama sergeant said. 
('']Let's do the Job and get the hell out of 
Dodse. ["]<IT>(PAR) 
<RO)&nd 

(~ND) 
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This pool report was reported and written by Frank Aukofer of 
The Milwaukee Journal. 

Jubail, Saudi Arabia-saudi Arabia stands to lose $8 billion to 
$11 billion because of Iraq's invasion of Kuwait, a saudi offi
cial said here Monday. 

"It will wipe out almost all of our liquid reserves," the offi
cial said. 

He said the estimate included the cost of the war preparations 
here, housing of refugees and lost economic opportunities. 

Most of the money, the official said, will be spent in the next 
two to three months. 

The cost estimate came as the Saudi government, demonstrating 
increasing confidence as American troops take up defensive posi
tions here, took a group of journalists to what would be the big
gest war prize on the Persian Gulf-the industrial city of Jubail. 

As one example of the invasion's economic blow to Saudi Arabia, 
the official told the journalists that $10 billion worth of joint 
venture projects with other countries had to be postponed because 
of Iraqi President Saddam Hussein's invasion of Kuwait. 

He said the projects would have been started between now and 
1992 or 1993. Because of the invasion, he said, they will have to 
be postponed by at least one year. 

The $10 billion estimate of postponed projects, the official 
said, is separate from the actual war costs, which he said in
cluded such things as buying ammunition, medicine and other sup
plies; housing troops and refugees; buying gas masks and other 
equipment to protect against chemical weapons, and lost business 
opportunities. 

The Saudis are housing an estimated 200,000 refugees, some of 
them in luxury hotels, the official said. He said about half of 
them were Kuwaiti citizens and the others were of other national
ities who als had fled from occupied Kuwait. other estimates have 
placed the number of Kuwaiti refugees 

here at 120,000 of the 200,000 total. 
The official said the estimate of the war preparation costs was 

his own. He said the Saudi government had not issued its own es
timate yet because it was still analyzing and debating the situa
tion at high levels. 

Jubail, which is home to about 80,000 people, contains the 
larqest petrochemical manufacturing complex in the world, accord
ing to Abdullah bin Faisal bin Turki, the secretary general of 
the Royal Commission for Jubail and Yanbu. 
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Yanbu, on the Red Sea across saudi Arabia, is this country's 
second-largest industrial city. Both cities have been literally 
carved out of the desert, most of it in the last decade. 

Jubail also sits on top of the biggest pool of oil in the 
-world. 

Abdullah said the government had spent $15 billion developing 
the two cities in the last 16 years-about $9 billion of that on 
Jubail-and companies from all over the world, including the us, 
Europe and Japan, had invested a total of $25 billion. 

Saudi officials said the there had always been security mea
sures in place to protect Jubail against terrorist attacks and 
other threats. Security intensified during the war between Iraq 
and Iran, they said. 

But Abdullah said no one ever expected anything like Iraq's in
vasion of Kuwait last Aug. 2. 

Saudi and other officials interviewed here said there was a 
great deal of apprehension and fear shortly after the invasion of 
Kuwait. But they said confidence was returning as American troops 
took up positions to defend the city. 

"We don't expect this place to be taken out," Abdullah said. He 
said defenses had been rapidly improving. 

In Jubail, the journalists visited the saudi Petrochemical Co., 
half of which is owned by a subsidiary of the Shell Oil co. Com
pany officials said it was the biggest petrochemical manufactur
ing plant in the Middle East. 

The plant, along with all of the others in Jubail, has emergen
cy procedures that could shut the facility down in a matter of 
seconds, officials said. They said the procedures were for fires 
or other problems within the plants, but could be used if there 
were a military threat. 

Bruce Holson, a Texan who is saudi Petrochemical's financial 
vice-president, said he had sent his wife baek to Houston after 
the invasion of Kuwait. 

Now, he said, everyone feels better because the American troops 
have arrived. 

"I think it's a fairly nor~~~al situation right now," he said. 
-30-
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Defense Department spokesman Pete Williame accompanying Cheney 
aboard t~e Eiaen~ower at the be;inning of a four-day trip to the 
region, refused to comment on the situation. 

C~eney was informed of the incidewnt during a visit to the USS 
Scott, a guided missile destroyer that is part of the Eisenhower's 
battle group in the Red Sea, 

Cheney declined comment, but a senior Pentagon official said he 
had received reports that confirmed such an incident. 

W~ile on board the Scott, Cheney was told that the 
JUst returned-from its interdiction duty at the mouth 
of Aqaba and had turned back a Cypriot b•Alk freighter 
the port. 

destl"'oyer had 
of' the Gulf 
headed for 

Commander Tom Coreoran, eomnannmder of the Scott, said he had a 
''very polite conversation'' with the master of the Cypriot ship 
and that the f'l"eighter t•Arned around after l"eportirog that it wa& 
carrying a cal"go of alumninum chromate and other chemicals. 

· • We didn't want to take the chance,'' Corcol"an tc•ld reportel"s 
aboard his ship. ''We maneuve,..ed at a safe but f'airly close 
distance and spoke on the radio.'' 

Corcoran said the Cypriot freighter headed for an unknowro 
destination after turning al"ound. 

The Eisenhowe~ battle group did not go on a high alert status 
during the shooting incident in the Gulf of' Oman. 

Chenay was to remain on the Eisenhower until S•Jnday morning wnen 
he was to travel to northern Saudi Al"abia and visit American troops 
deployed on land there in defense of the desert kingdom's vital oil 
f'ields. 

H• was to travel on to Bah~ain and several other Persian Gulf 
nations before visiting in Jiddah on Monday and stopping in Cairo 
before arriving back in Washington early Wednesday. 

The defense secretary was slated to receive an update on the 
mi 1 i_t_&.t::Y Bte~t_!-1~. of O_p~r~ion DeJ:Urr.t Shield •nd observe nighttime __ _ 
flight opel"ationB with the ai...craft carrier's Jet fightel"s and 
bombers. 

AEND POOL DISPATCH, AP, UPI, REUTERS< 
AP-WX-08-18-90 1525EDT( 
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h~lf kilometers away. to nractice digging 

The soldiers spread out across the sand· 

Jr:rJ os. s1 snl:i 

in for an "l.lllbush. 

There is no talking 
and no lieht exce~t for little that comes from the stars. The 
silhouettes ahead could almost belo~j \-o a band of desert nomads. 

"They tell us we'.ll be here 11bout a year." says a Private 
Firat Class nervously as the comn:my moves along. "'1/e' re being 

told to expect to fight in about 30 day$ -- as soon as all the FU1S 

are here. By mid-Sentember we should have about a hundred thousand 
troops. They're telling us to exnP.ct to take Kuwait." 

Another soldier joins the ~rivate. They have also been 

told that. if Saddam Hussein :d thdraws from Kuwait. the 82d 

will go home without fightine;. "I ho"De that's wh'l.t he'll do." 

says the private. "If we r,o into Kuwait, I'm fOing to d.ie·" 
'•lhile they are in t':is morose mood, the two men explain that 

they do not have ammunition in their rifle$. Three days ago. 

while travell~ng by bus to the barracks where the 2d Brigade is 

now stationed. a staff ser~eant in a~other company fired 
a 9 mm. pi;;tol rounrt into his helmet, ·O'hich was on the ·floor of 

the bus at the time. An order was quickly issued requiring troops 

to turn in all but a.n emergency ration of ammunition. 
-

Soon the mttrching I'V\1!.\1'1 reach wh::1.t seems to be their 

destination• A pair of soldiers in the company's 2d platoon begin 

!igging a position from which they would be able to fire thair 
squad's 5·56 cal. machine gun Q~ o.rr"'"".A...'~'1 -:L:"o}-i vt-4.'\.l~.r. 

"You guys should stick around and eat with us," the serreant 

says to two reporters who have accomormied the troops. "Sometimes 

you even get lunch and dinner," he grouses cheerfully. 

"We didn't today," .r"'T' the other soldier, who has 

somehow eotten the nickname Battle Smurf. 
"But we're still soldiers. And we're capable of performing." 

~eL\~rcS the sergeant. steoping up the pace of his di~ging. 

"And perform we must." says the other. 

"And perform we shall·" 
AnotheP soldier appe~rs out of the darkness and tells the 

machine-gunners that the 2d platoon has ended up in the wronp, 

place. It is too close to the road. In fact. it turns out that 
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a mortar attack. 

"It's a small price to pay to be one of America's Finest." 

observes the sergeant. 

"That's right." agrees the s0ldier nicknamed l3attle Smurf. 

"Of course. they take aw"l.y a 11 our ammunition 
"No bi tternessl" eays the ser,~eant. 

the other. 

Lau/l:h it out." 

" 

"Ha.. Ha1" says 

"That' .s right. 

Eventually the platoon finds its way to safer ground. The 

company commander exnlains that the 2d Dlatoon's lieutenant is 

new. "It' a good to get him out here to oractice," he says dryly. 

The men of the 82d are confident of victory. But their 

gallows humor shows they are well aware of the serious~ess of the 

confrontation that could. lie ahead. 

- 0-
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~OOL REPORT FROM AP, UPI, REUTERS REPORTERS< 
ABOARD THE USS EISENHOWER IN THE RED SEA The U.S. Naval fleet 

in the Persian Gulf went to battle stations Saturday after an 
American frigatefired six warning shots across the bow of an IraQi 
tanker in the G•Jlf of Oman, Navy officials said. 

Officials said the battle group in the Persian Gulf later 
discontinued its general quarters status. 

The Navy official told reporters traveling with Defnse See. Dick 
Cheney that the fast frigate uUSS Raid firfed the first shots of a 
two-day old interdiction effort ordered by President Bush to halt 
goods lleaving and enteriang Iran in the Persian Gulf Crisis. 

''The Persian Gulf forces have gone to general Quarters,•• They 
are at battle stations,•• said Capt. lllorri~~o Foote of tghe guideed 
missile cruJise4ar Ticonderoga, whieh was located in the Red Sea 
with the Eisenhower battle groups on the eastern &ide of the Saudi 
Arabian peninsula. 

Foote said the incident oecured about 4 p.m. G~1lf time, 9 a.m. 
EDT, south of the narropw entrance to the Persian guJlf in the G•.1lf' 
of Omasn. 

Foote did not have details but other officers told reporters 
they believes the Iraqi ship had not tstopped when ordered. Foote 
said warning shots ware fired by the Reid's 76 milliment gun after 
the frigatge's commander received persimmission to do so from Rear 
Ad. Wiolliam Fogarty. , the eomander of the llliddle East task force 
in the Persian Gulf. 

PAGE.001 

·~a was not immidii:tedly known whjelther the Iraszqui- tankvr· ---·
continuedd on its way or turned around after the altercation but 
~ports reaching the Eisenhower siK hours later said the UI.,s. 
ships inthe Persian Gulf were no longer at battle stations. 

''One of our frigates, out in the Gulf of Oman, has fired a 
warning shot at an Iraqi tanker, in fact, fired SiK of them,'' 
Foote said. ''But the naval iofficer later clarifed that statement 
to say the shots were fired across the bow of the tanker. 

Foote said there was apparently no threat frorn the Iraqi tanker, 
which like all other commerical vessels should not under 
international law be armed. 

''1 dfon't think that there was any other provocation. I doin' 1t 
think there was anything, in fact, threatening from the Iraqis or 
from any other source,•• he said. 

''But as a general course, when we start getting into the 
buainess of firing shots, you're never sure of the reaction,'' he 
••id. 

On Thursday evening President 9Vush authorized american 
warshaips to use ~oree if necessary to stop commwree headed to &"d 
from Iraq &nd Kuwait, which ia occupaied by an eattmated 160,000 
Iraqi troops. 

Q , al Man 
AP-WX-08-18-90 1505EOT< 
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APQOL REPORT FROM AP, UPI, REUTERS REPORT~no' 
ABOARD THE USS EISENHOWER IN THE RED SEA_ The U,B, Naval fl .. t 

Gulf went to battle stations Saturday after an 
~~~~~~~~[ired six warning shots across the bow of an Iraqi 

anker 1n he ulf of Oman, Navy officials said. 
Officials said the battle group in the Persian Gulf later 

discontinuad its general quarters status. 

3:oop.m. 

The Navy off' ial told reporters traveling with Defnse Sec. Dick 
Chene that f ri ate uUSS Reid firfed tne first shots of a 
two- ay o i erdietion e r or ere y President Bush to halt 

lleaving and enteriang Iran in the Persian Gulf Crisis. 
''The Persian Gulf forces have gone to general quarters,•• They 

are at battle stations,•• said Capt. Morris Foote of tghe guideed 
ile cruJise4er Ticonderoga, which was located in the Red Sea. 

Officials said the battle group in the Persian Gulf later 
discontinued ita general quarters status. 

AP-WX-08-18-90 1~57EDT< 
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JEDDAH, SAUDI ARABIA -- American and Iraqi troops have settled in 
for a standoff in the ~e~ert, a stalemate people here believe could 
favor Iraq. 

Iraq will have to endure the deprivation of an international 
~lockade that will keep its oil off the "arket and will restrict the 
food supply. 

But the Iraqis endure~ the eight-year war with neigh~oring Iran 
without protest, and the world is unlikely to let them starve. 

The United State~, ho~ever, will face ~olitical trouble at home and 
in the Ara~ world if thousands of u.s. troops are camped for months in 
the scorching heat of th~ desert with no end in sight. 

• 'Time is not on our side,'' said a Saudi official here. 
''International resolve will soften before Saddam Hussein.· 

Saudi officials interviewed durin~ the past week seemed 
increasingly ~ess1mist1c about a peaceful solution to the crtsi~. 

''We have tried our hardest to find a diplo~atic solution," said 
Forei~n Minister Saud al-Faisal. ''We have failed," 

Another senior Saudi official said Saturday that it will probably 
take a com~ination of economic and military pressure to drive Saddam 
Hussein from Kuwait. 

Saudi Ara~ia will not teel safe until the Iraqi leader is out of 
power~ however. "If Saddam Hussein goes, his systern will go with 
him,' the Saudi official said. 

Despite the stiffenina of Saudi rhetoric, the military situation on 
the ground was surprisingly calm. Both sides were di€Eint 1n, but the 
Iraqis were at least 25 miles from the Saudi border under the watchful 
eye of American intelli~enee, a Saudi official told reporters Saturday. 

There have been occasional sightings of Iraqi troops near the 
border, the official said, but they apparently were gatherin~ 
intelligence on Saudi positions and not looking for a fight. 

Arner1can and Saudi pilots were flying continuous missions in F-15 
fighters directed by AWACS radar planes, and air defense batteries were 
on alert. · 

u.s. troops continued to arrive with gear to protect them from a 
chemical attack, but the threat seemed far less likely than initial 
reports indicated. 

The senior Saudi official said u.s. and Saudi troops have now been 
~oined on the ground by troops from Syria, Morocco and Egypt. More 
troops vere corning fro~ Pakistan and !angladesh, he said. 

Although the etact nu~ber of troo~s in Saudi Arabia was not known, 
they were outnumbered by Iraq with l72,0a0 rnen and 800 or 900 tanks in 
Kuwait and many more in Iraq, Saudi officials said. 

Entire (Uva1t1 units escaped the Iraqi invaders and made it to 
Saudi Arabia, the official said. Most ot Iuwait's air force also 
rnanaged to escape, he said. 

They might be able to link up with the Iuwaiti resistance, which 
has bought Iraqi tanks from their crews and burned them and 1s setting 
up a clandestine radio transmitter outside the country, the officials 
said. 

The best hope for the Saudis was that the Iraqi dictator vill be 
overthrown by his own generals. ''Saddam Hussein 1s not a very po~ular 
person in Iraq," the official said. 

Relief must be soon, however, because the Saudis rear they v1ll be 
~ainted as a tool of u.s. desi~ns to control the flo~ of Middle East 
oil and as a lackey of America s ally, Israel. , 

The Saudis would like to defend themselves but can t, and they 
AUG 13 '90 15: 12 
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admit privately that the Arab troops are use!ul mostly as political 
cover tor u.s. forces. 

''We have to teach Saddam a 1e1son,'' a Saudi businessman said, 
''and only a superpower can do 1t. 

IND or TIXT 
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SAUDI ARABIA _ The United States is moving significant forces 
with offensive capabilities into positions from which they could 
launch forays into occupied Kuwait, according to military officials. 

Those forces also have received briefings on the position of 
Iraqi forces in Kuwait and on contingency plans should the United 
States decide to sand forces across the Saudi-Kuwait border, a 
prospect that is considered highly unlikely unless tha Iraqi forces 
cross fir•t into Saudi territory, the officials said. 

Ground rules for the Pentagon pool operation prohibit disclosure 
of the e><aet locations of U.S. forces hera or specific details 
about the •tze of deployments. 

The officials, speaking on the condition of anonymity over the 
pa•t few days, described the troop and equipment movements and 
planning a• routine military procedure. 

''I don't sea u• going into Kuwait but if those orders ever came 
we would"obviously want to be ready,'' one senior u.s. officer in 
Saudi Arabia said. 

Said another offieial1 ''If it came down to that it we would 
have to move at lightning speed. So obviously you taka preliminary 
steps to bring up the level of readiness, regardless of the current 
plans.•• 

The u.s. mission hare is universally described as defensive, end 
the first wav• of troops and equipment to reach Saudi soil were 
the•• that have trained in anti-tank and other warfare that could 
be used to thwart an Iraqi incursion into the Saudi kingdom. 

But in the past few days much of troops and materiel that have 
arriv•d and mov•a into forward positions have been those considered 
generally to be designed for offensive missions. 

These in~lude the beginning elements of the 101st Airborne 
Division, an air-a•sault assault unit which transports its troops 
with helicopters, the 7th Marina EMpeditionary Brigade, which 
includes tanks, heavy artill•ry and Cobra attaek choppers, and 
other ground and naval forces peared toward offensive missions •. 
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.all, beeause of g~ound~ulee, f~om somewhere, but not JUst . 

anywhe~e, in Saudi A~abia. 

------
SAUDI ARABIA _ A Kuwaiti who has aseapvd f~om hie eount~y twiee 

sinee the I~aqi invasion said Monday his eount~ymen ~nd others 
living the~• are as mueh to blame fo~ looting as the inv.ading 
fo,-ees. 

''Kuw.aits, Egyptians, Filipinos, Indians, I~.aqia, eve~ybody is 
looting,'' said Kam.al .al Sult.an, a Kuwaiti businessman who ~lso 
owns a home in Santa Barbara, Calif. ''They we~e taking tape 
r•eorde~•, Mashing maQhin@B ai~ eonditionerw, geld _ anything they 
ean ea~ry, that they ean get away with, they took.•• 

Sultan said he fi~st left Kuwait on Rug. a, immediately afte~ 
the Iraqi invasion, d~iving his fou~-wheel drive vehiele south from 
Kuwait City, following oil pipelines south and getting across the 
border into the Saudi dese~t without maJor problems, 

Sultan said he went baek into Kuwait on two days later to get 
~~ve~al family members and relatives. They headed for the Saudi 
border on the 11th and were stoppad several times along the w«y by 
Iraq• troops, he said. 

He the party used food and other booty to bribe their way 
through some posts and ~fter being told at one stop they would not 
be allowed to proceed furthe~ eonvineed •n Iraqi commander to let 
them go. Sultan said the eomm~nder gave them a note th~t allowed 
them to get aeross the border, but he said he no longer had it 
beeause guards at the last station sai~ad it. 

Sultan said he and others who escpaed have kept in touch w1th 
leaders of the small raaistanee movement in Kuwait by driving to 
the border and ealling them on eellular ear phones. 

He said Iraqis have moved into vaeant homes and taken food and 
supplies but for the moat part have not damaged oeeupied homes. 

He said the Kuwaiti people were awaiting guidanee from their 
ousted government on whether they should seek JObs elsewhere during 
the Iraqi oeeupation. 

Sultan said he is hoping to start a new business with proceeds 
of the sale of eonstruetion and building materials he had ordered 
from the United States. The materials were to be shipped to Kuwait 
but he said he is trying to arrange to have them shipped elsewhere 
i~ the Persian Gulf ~•;ion. 

-----
The Rir Foree is providing its personnel hare with the same 

legal servieas it provide• on bases baek home, including help 
writing wills and documents that grant power of attorney to soouses 
baek in the United States. 

An attorney working out of a makeshift offiee at a Saudi airbase 
said he has helped numerous airmen draft wills since he put an ad 
in a be•• n•wslettel"" la•t w•ek announei ng his eervi·ces were 
available. 

And the attorney, who asked that his name not be used, said 
doaens of Rir Foree personnel also have had to grant power of 
atto~nay to spouses or relatives back home •o that they have the 
authority to eonduet finaneial transactions. 

T~• attorn•y said h• also had advi••d coMmand~rs in the number 
of minor disciplinary eases but declined to be •peeifie. 

· ·It hasn• t been anything too serious, • • hit said. ··I don• t 
fBI"""' til l'lil~'il,§'~ee llftleM ti"'ttl:llB ~·i~~ ~~~,·• s~l!!'-~ 
-tf.ijj,;._j, is no alQohol. •' 
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them to •Ieee on a ship at night, one of the four said Mo"day. 

Marthe, a radio teeMnician from Tennesaae, said th• eonditions 
aboard the snip are probably better than those at a Saudi facility 
where her male colleagues a~e sleeping. 

But that's not the issue. 
··w. don't want to be t~eated any differently from anyone 

else,',. she said. 
Women are bar~ed from direct combat roles i" the m1litary b4t 

dozen• of women h~ve been ••nt he~• in ot~er roles. 
The f~ale Marina said her status he~e is unclear. She •aid that 

~omman~•r• •r• con•iderina sending ~he four Nomen hom•. R Marina 
spokesman said service guidelines called for women to be sent 
wherever their units were deployed. The command•~ of the unit in 
qu••ticn was not immadi~t•ly available to discuss the woman's 
Account. 

--31D--
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t\1· fjl- Thera is no build"'"' of In•<! ar>d Saudl military 
-Farce• at this cro•apcinticn tke bord&r bstwaen S•udi Arabia 
and J(u ait and •o no appa~ant dat'\gar of a border clash th~t~t 
could rigg•r acc::idental War, at lea!lt not hf!or&. 

Sa di border guardR hjlve a single machinll gun ln vi11w at>d 
k-p •• tch through binccull .. rs on what c:ivlliana at th• bord01r 
say ar Iraqi tanka apaced about a quarter mil• apart i.t> a 
d•f'•n• ve line acros• thai Kuwait. eide of th• border. 

Ot &I"Wie&, ther• are po militar•y w•aponti or forcg.w in 
•ight t this border statlion ~ .... than a "'ilot from th• gulF. 

Th re i• a large Saudii military Forr:e mile• bar:k and the 
bigges U.S. military for!::eo build-up •ince th• Viatr1•m war 
even f r ther from the bor~er. 

Bu iT Saudi and Iraqi force• are as far apart along th& 
re•t c the naarly 150-miil.a S&udi-l<uwait border •• they are 
her•, ke risk of acc:idan~al wal" atart•d by soma isolat.ad 
clash pp,.ar<~ to be small• 

Wh t reporter!! •aw hf!'te was in line with a Saudi 
oFfici l's 10tat.eme11t lattt: wa&k that 111011t Iraqi forc:e!l were 25 
to 40 il•• from th• bord~r and Saudi Tcrces were also stayit1g 
well b ck from it. : 

If •o, a war would ha~e to ba tLtart•d deliberat•ly. But 
Iraq P ••1d•nt Saddam Hus11ein ka• said he has no intent.ior1 of 
invadi g Saudi Arilbia and) Saudi ilnd U.S. of.ficialtl say the 
purpoe of' the huge military ·Fore:• they are building is onl.y 
ta det: r an Iraq inva•ion! or fight invading Iraqi free•• if 

they c '""'· I 
Th raporter-a want tel the bol"dar on their own but are 

INIMb•r of a pool organiz8d by the DeTen•• Daptartment to share 
ne-ws r port with the rest: of tha Arn•ric:an reportare. They are 
bound y •@curity rult!B not to r•por"t wh•ra U.S. unit• are or 
how la got they are. 

At the larg• modern border crossing stat.lcn at Khafj! 
!:here • not. c11ly little military ac:tivity. Th•re are also F&w 
border c:ro•••ings. 

Th flow of' lluwa i ti refug••• haw a lowed to a tri c:l<le 
choked cf'f by Iraq, according to bord .. r· officials. 

No a single car cam• through whil• a graup a.P AM&ric:an 
report '" ware tlw,.e. The bordotr officials said fawer than 100 
p•ople • day com• through now. 

Me t oF thotm continue •outh but about 100 l<uwait.is were at 
the t1 t:ion, clustered arawnd Madarate to •r<p•n•iv• looking 
luggag , trying to get passports or decide whotr&r they wanted 
to go ow that they w•r• •afely out of Kuwait, th• bord•r 
author tie• said. 

A !lot or eo away, well-oFF l<uwaitis who managed to g•t to 
Saudi rabia daye otillrll•r war• d!allt>g c:ar t•laphonas at a 
highw" rest •top on the green and turquoise gulf 1 trying to 
r:all r latives still in l<uwalt. 

On man eaid he had been trying to c:al~ his father in 
Kuwait For a weel< but with no luc:k. 

HO! said he and his fatoily drove aero•• thot border through 
!:he d• ••t la•t w•ek, eluding Iraqi fore:•• and g•tting pa•t 
one gr up cf Iraqi soldiers by giving them wat&r". 

"1 wa• very diffic:ult, 11 ha said. "VRry dangerot.-18. 11 

An ther man t~aid Many paople died trying to erg•• the 
d•••rt b11c:au•a thay did not have •nough water. 

Sa e cf the Kuwaiti• •aid, •• other• h•d earlier, that 
re•t•t nc• fighterli in ~<uwait are using car bo,.,binge and nigkt 
attack againwt Iraqi >orces. 

''T • young people are >ighting the Iraqi at night with 
emall rm•, 11 on• that\ aaid. "It's too bad they den • t. have 
bazook s .. " 

uw want to do everything we can tu get Sadda.M out of 
J<uwa it 11 at1ot.har man said. 
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KHAFJI, saudi Arabia- The police captain aerved sweet tea to 
gueeta in his office overlooking occupied Kuwait, 

Far off in the desert a handful of vehiclea - people here 
said they were Iraqi tanks but it waa hard to tell - atirred 
clouds of sand as they patrolled. 

A hundred or so refugees from Kuwait huddled in the shade 
near the parking lot of this border crossing post, eating chunke 
of lamb and mounds of rice from enormous oval trays. 

If Iraqi troops ever invaded Saudi Arabia, they would come 
through Khafji before meeting American forces, but when reporters 
visited Monday there was no sign of tension and the only Saudi 
defenae was a single machinequn. 

''No, I'm not afraid,'' said the police captain, offering the 
gueata a seat. A tennis match was on the television and his men 
were unarmed and seemed relaxed. 

Leas than a mile away, across a vast no-man'a land, was the 
last checkpoint in Kuwait, which has been occupied by Iraq aince 
Aug. 2. 

A few Saudi border guards stood in the back of a red pickup 
truck and stared across the border into Kuwait with binoculars. 

saudi officials said the main Iraqi force had taken defensive 
positions 70 miles north of here in Kuwait City, and the nearest 
major concentration of armor was a good 25 miles from Saudi 
Arabia. 

Thousands of u.s. troops have landed here in the paat week to 
beef up the Saudi forces against an Iraqi attack. So far Iraqi 
forcea have been digging in to position• inside Kuwait and 
battling sporadic resistance. 

''The young people are fighting the Iraqis at night with 
small arms. It's too bad they don't have bazookas,'' aaid Ahmad 
Abdullah, 28, a secretary from a government miniatry in Kuwait. 

''I talked to my friend. He says aometimes the electricity 
and water don't work and he can't find milk for the children,•• 
Abdullah said.He and other Kuwaitis had parked near the border to 
use ear phones to call friends and family inside their country. 
International phone lines were cut by the Iraqi invadera, but the 
car phones still worked. 

Their care were parked in the white sand alonq the deep qreen 
water of the Peraian Gulf. Acroas the thin highway, a ribbon of 
aephalt laid acrosa the deaert, a boy tended a herd of scruffy 
camela. 

By Monday, the flow of refugees throuqh Khafje into Saudi 
Arabia had alowed to a trickle, Saudi customs officials said. 
Only two Weatern families had crossed in the paet two days, they 
said. 

The refugeea, called ••guests'' here, have been treated 
generoualy by the Saudis' King rahd. They were given free hotels 
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The Milwaukee Journal. 
JUbail, Sauai Arabia - Ahmea Ibrahim Al-Mubarak is the director 

general overseeing the construction of this industrial city on 
the Persian Gulf. 

He is a large man with a grandfatherly look, possessed of a 
aark complexion, gray mustache and features that make him look, 
except for his Arab dress, like every American's movie stereotype 
of a Spanish don. 

When you talk to him, he speaks perfect English. Ask him where 
he learned it so well, and he says casualli 4hat he attended high 
school in Philadelphia, junior college in Contra Costa, Calif., 
and is a graduate of the University of Arizona at Tempe. 

Among the Saudi Arabian government and business leaders who 
have been working with the US military and the American press 
covering the war buildup here, that is not uncommon. 

Ask almost anybody where he went to school and you hear answers 
like the University of Colorado, Georgetown University and Michi
gan State, as well as universities in Great Britain. And every
one, it seems, speaks flawless English. 

To visitors accustomed to thinking of the Middle East, and par
ticularly Saudi Arabia, as a mysterious country of rich sheikhs 
and princes lying on silk cushions in Bedouin desert tents, the 
reality is a source of continuing wonder. 

Despite Saudia Arabia's mostly successful attempts to maintain 
a conservative Muslim society closed to the outside world, there 
has been a weaving together of its leadership with American and 
British culture. 

Statistical information is hard to come by-the Saudis tend to 
be casual about that sort of thing-but the rough estimates work 
out this way: 

Of a total of about 15 million people in the country, about 10 
million are native Saudi Arabians. About three million are in 
leadership positions of one sort or another, in civil service, 
business and industry. 

Of the three million, about 300,000 have been educated abroad
about 70%, or 210,000, of them in the United States and the re
mainder in Great Britain. 

In the top levels of society, English is spoken as fluently as 
Arabic. In fact, everywhere you qo-at least in big and middle
sized cities-almost all of the public and commercial signs are in 
Enqlish as well as Arabic. At King Fahd University in Dhahran, 
all of the classes are taught only in English. 
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For an American, Saudi Arabia is an easier country to get 
around in, linguistically, than Mexico. 

P.4/4 

Admittedly, the journalists here have had contact mostly with 
the cream of Saudi leadership-the internationalized government, 
military and business leaders. But these are the people who run 
things, who are the contacts for the American military here. In 
many respects, they act almost as informally western as their 
guests. 

For example, when the Saudis took a group of journalists on a 
bus trip from Dhahran to see the industrial city of Jubail, a man 
who identified himself as Khalid Faisal worked as the steward, 
walking up and down the aisle to serve soft drinks and cookies to 
the passengers. 

Asked about himself, he said only that he was between jobs. 
When a reporter inquired of others, it turned out that he is a 

Saudi prince, a member of the royal family and the brother of 
Prince Abdullah bin Faisal bin Turki, the secretary general in 
charge of the royal commission in charge of developing Jubail and 
the country's other industrial city, Yanbu. 

Asked about his brother, Abdullah said that Khalid had volun
teered to help. A reporter commented that having a prince serve 
the passengers certainly seemed like small-d democracy. 

"No," Abdullah replied, "democracy is a right. Good manners is 
a duty." 

But if it is not democracy, there is a degree of egalitarian
ism, at least in appearance and person-to-person relationships. 
Lower-ranking bureaucrats and go-fers dress exactly the same as 
princes and others in high positions-in a long white robe called 
a thebe, and we~ring the headdress called a ghoutra. 

The dress itself produces a certain leveling-like the uniforms 
in a Catholic elementary school in the States. The only v~ri~tion 
is the color cf the headdress-either white or red-and-white 
checks-and the choice is a matter of personal taste. So there is 
no way to tell prince from pauper. 

Saudis tell you that many of them would prefer to wear western 
clothing, which they find more pr~ctical. But they say it is 
frowned upon. If you ask who does the frowning, they say it is 
the masses of people whose feelings they must consider. 

Moreover, the Saudis operate with an easy informality. There 
has been no o~vious fawninq, bowinq or scraping toward hiqh-r~nk
inq officials ~y the men who take their orders. Seating on buses 
and airplanes has been first-come, first-served. 

That is not to say that the Saudis approve of everything Ameri
can. This is a strict Muslim country, where alcohol and pork are 
forbidden by law, where women may not drive cars, where televi
sion programs that show too much violence or cleavage are cen
sored, and where everything shuts down five times a day for 
prayers. 
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Not all Saudis are strictly religious, and some will tell you 
that they drink alcohol when they're out of the country. But they 
also say they would not, even if they could, vote to legalize it 
in their country, and they speak wistfully of the erosion of mor
als and traditions as saudi Arabia becomes more international
ized. 

"Sometimes you do things you would not want your children to 
do," one Saudi said. 

As in America, civil servants are often paid less than what 
they might make in private industry. Prince Abdullah confides 
that his father forced him to study industrial engineering in En
gland because the family did not have much money and he wanted to 
make sure his son had a civil service career. 

But he says what he really wanted to do was play professional 
soccer and then become a chef. Now, he says, he's thinking of re
tiring from the civil service and going into private industry, 
where he could make 50% more money. 

The Saudis also have an easy senseof humor, and many jokes work 
as well in Arabic as they do in English. The prince says his em
ployees sometimes say his name as "Abdullah bin Faisal bin Turki 
been around too long." 

When the Pentagon pool of journalists arrived here more than a 
week ago, the first Saudi reporter met was a lieutenant colonel 
in the Army. 

They had barely finished exchanging greetings when the colonel 
told the reporter a Polish joke. 

-30-
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SAUDI ARABIA _ Troops stationed here before the Iraqi invasion 

of Kuwait are ~omplaining that they have not been issued suits 
d•signed to protect against ~hemi~al weapons. 

''All these guy• eoming in hare get ;asks masks and the suits 
but- get nothing,'' an Air For~e airman said l'londay night. ''They 
are treating us as if we don't oount.•• 

A spokesman for military, however, said the shortage was 
dis~ussed at a command staff briefing Tuesday and that mora suits 
are eMpectod to arrive on transport planes in the neMt few days. 

An Air Foree sargeant stationed in Saudi Arabia the past nine 
months, -nt as far as ~alling a news organization in the United 
States to voi~• his complaint. 

''I was JUSt fed up with the bureaucracy,'' the sergeant said 
Monday. ''Why should my guys be left naked.'' 

The -rg&ant was identified in a u.s. wil"e s&~rvi~e report but 
Pentagon pool groul"'d rules prol-tibit the use of his name in pool 
dispateh&S from Saudi Arabia. 

In bri&f interviews with a dozen me~ stationed here as part of a 
US Military training operations, JUst o~e said he had chemical gear. 

''I scrounged it up by cutting a d&~al,'' the ~ir Force sergeant 
aaid. 

TI-le serv-ant who ~alled the ~tates to complain said there are 
about 120 US military persol"'nel stationed at the training mission, 
~ith most of them being Air For~e personnel. The men oonduct 
craining with the Saudi military and also provide security, 
;oommiC1ations and other logistical support to., small US compound on 
a Saudi air base. 

''I dol"''t have a suit. 1 don't have a gas mask. I don't have any 
~f it,•• an Army sergeant said when asked whether he had the 
;,rotee1t i ve g•ar. 

Both Saudi al"'d American officials nave said they doubted Iraq 
,.,,. the capability to successfully use ~hernical weapons against the 
1irbase. Il"'aq' s missile!!l are rrot considered very accurate at long 
1istances, and the United States has deployed missle-killing 
'atriot missile systems at strategic areas as a precaution. Also, 
Ur Foree off"l.cials have pl"edicted US or Sa~tdi fighters could 
cntercept anY Iraqi planes that tried to oross into Saudi territory. 

Bratton and the other men interviewed said they believed those 
•~ae,..,ion• but still would f~el more comfortable with the chemical 
1ear. 

''It's as much psy~l-tological as anything,'' said one of the men, 
An Air For~e master se~geant. ''We see eve~ybody else with them and 
'eer everything being said about Iraq's gas and chernicels but we 
]et nothing.'' 

The 111en Beid they have requested chemical gear sevel"'al times end 
iare told it was coMi~g in from the Un1tad States. 

One said he was told gear for the men stationed here full time 
~•s abeard a C-130 trenspol"'t plane that arrived at their airbase 
~ol"'day. But when he went the plane, the men said he was told the 
~hemi~al suits and gear already had been offloaded and takero 
;;omewh•ro. 

''Somewhere, but l"'ot here, not for us,•• he said. 

--30--
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Somewhere in Saudi Arabia- It•aqi Presider•t Saddam Hussein 
.<s moved surf'ace-·to-surface Sc:ud missiles into occupied 
AWait, increasing t.he threat of a c:he~ttica~ wt~tapons attack, a 
.<Ud i commander said Tuesday. 

"We lo.now that he did move m i sr; i l.EUI to 1\uwa it, " Brig. Gen. 
<rid Bin Na~aser, a Saudi .b;u;.;~ c:ommand~<'r', said at B pl"ess 
mferenc:e. 

Asked if the missi~es inc:r&ii'iOt~td th .. threat of a c:hemic:al. 
•apons attack, h• said, "I think he has the abi~ity and he 
\1!1 the ntei!UIS of delivel"ing chemical weapons and we are 4•e11 
ained for it." 

"You e><pect at1Ything f'rom this guy," tf>e get'\l!!l"al said. 
He &aid he be~ieved Iraq began puttit>g f.he misi1es into 

:w~it the first wask it invaded that country, Aug 2. Iraq 
tar anne :<ed KtH'Ia it. 

JatH•'s in London reporte~d earli .. r that. Ir•aq has H".:ived 36 
the Soviet-made Scud missilew it'll<:> f(uwait: but Turki said he 

d not. know how man~' had been moved to f\uw.a it. 
The miiilsile has a r;omge of 300 miles; 6i!nough to hit 

.3-hran "'"d ot.her· c:itias on Saudi At•abi" 'a East coast. 
But Tu•·ki said ;at an eat•liet· pl"ess conferrmc:e that the 

s~il· re so inaccur~te thsy wera likely to land in the 
·•••' che Pet•si.an Gulf • 

.. ;, 1 d Tuasd.ay that U.S. and S;;wd i For cas have def'ense:'!l 
~ .L the Scuds, including U.S. Patriot anti-missiles 
ready in place Saudi Arabia. 

Twrki said he believed Saddam was di.ggit1g it> dafemsive~y 
1\uwait for t10L'I but said the Iraqi pre5id&t·ot ~oul.d 

:Jilsolidate and tlum he cat'l turn it into an offensive 
nvasionl very fast.'' 

"He's 1.111predic:table," the gat"•ral said. "You have to be 
ady for anything he does.'' 

Turki a~so said Saudi phme~ leek W&>apons radar onto lr":aqi 
M1a& iii.l.mr.~st evet•y da~' near tfu~ 8-.ud i border and sa j_d tiHI.' 
-..qi plat'let! tur·n aw,.y. 

"There is always this cal and mouse type thing on the 
··der," he said. "We see them, ~ock o~·· them and they j"st 
·n back and go. ThG!y'v& done it mor .. than once." 

He said the Iraq at1d Saudi planes ~~ome ~~ i t.h i11 30 to 40 
Les of' eachother but said t:h~a Saudi planii>s f'ly no cl-oser 
>.11 20 to 30 miles from th& bordet• with Iraq ,.,,d f\uwa i. L 

The ge11er·al said that Saddaftl has ta11ks, SAM anti-aircraft 
'.•sile sites, radar•, armour and oth&r .. q,~ipmemt near t.he 
VCI i 1: bOI"dtH' • 

Fwl"ther, T•~rki said, ''He is massing across the Kuwaiti 
,,c;hes a lot of defenst;> stuff." 

''I believe he is eMpecting the Navy to go there or 
neth i ng. " -
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SAUDI ARABIA _ Troops stationed here before the Iraqi invasion 
of Kuwait are complaining that they have not been issued suits 
designed to proteet against ehemieal weapons. 

''All th•s• guys eoming in here get gasks masks and the suits 
but we get nothing,'' an Air Foree airman said Monday night. ''They 
are tr•ating us as if we don't eount.•• 

A spokesman for military, however, said the ahortage was 
diseussed at a eommand staff briefing Tuesday and that more suits 
are ewpeeted to arrive on transport planes in the ne><t few days. 

An Air Force sergeant stationed in Saudi Arabia the past nine 
months, went as far as calling a news organization in the United 
States to voiee his complaint. 

··r was JUst fed up with the bureaucracy,'' the sergeant said 
Monday, ''Why should my guys be left naked.'' 

The sergeant was identified in a U.S. wire servic:e report b•-<t 
Pentagon pool ground rules prohibit the use of his name in pool 
diBpatches from Saudi Arabia. 

In brief interviews with a dozen men stationed here as part of a 
US Military training operations, JUSt one said he had c:hemic:al gear. 

''l scrounged it LIP by euttil"lg a deal,'' the Air Foree sergeant 
said. 

The ser;eal"lt who eallad the states to eomplail"l said there are • 
about 12e US military personnel stationed at the training mission, 
with most or them being Air Forc:e personnel. The men conduct 
training with the Saudi military and also provide security, 
commications al"ld other logistical support to a small US c:ompound on 
a Saudi air base. 

''I don't have a suit. I don't have a ;a• mask. l don't nave any 
of it,•• an Army sergeant said when asked whether he had the 
protective gear. 

Both Saudi and American officials have said they doubted Iraq 
has the capability to successfully use chemic:al weapons against the 
airba••· Iraq'• missiles are not considered very ac:curate.at long 
distances, and the United States has deploy•d miasle-killing 
Patriot missile systems at strategic areas as a prec:•ution. Also, 
Air Force officials nave predicted US or Saudi fighters could 
intercept any Iraqi planes that tri•d to cross into Saudi territory. 

Bratton and the other men i"terviewed said they believed thQse 
assertions but still would feel more c:omfortable with the c:nemical 
gear. 

''It's as much psychological as anything,'' said one of the men, 
an Air Force master sergeant. ''We see everybody else with them and 
near •very~hing b•i"g said about Iraq>s gas and chemicals but we 
;et nothing.'' 

The m•n said they have requested chemical gear several times and 
were told it was coming in from the United States. 

One said he was told ;ear for the men stationed here full time 
~•• aboard a C-130 transport plana that arrived at their airb••• 
Monday. But when he went the plane, the man said ne was told the 
ehemieal suits and gear already had been offloaded and taken 
somewh•re. 

''Some~ere, but not here, not for us,•• he said. 

--3111--
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SAUDI ARABIA -- Four o:•r five day• after lr•q1 troops 
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invaded Kuwait, a clandestine radio station transmitted a message 

to the Kuwaiti people! a satellite would pass over Kuwait City 

that evening at midnight and photograph the city. ~11 Kuwaitis 

should go up on their roofs and show their oppo•ition to Saddam 

'"iuesein. 

The word spread quickly. By midnight, the whole city 

seemed to be up on the tops c:>f bui ldirogs •houting "God i• Great~" 

The Kuwaitis unrolled huge banners bearing resistance slogan• in 

Arabic and English! "NO TO St=IDDRM!" and "KUWFHT FOR US, NOT FOR 

THE IRAGIIS!" 4nd "WE DIE ANI) KUWt=llT LIVES!" The •logans were 

written in three-foot-high letters that the Kuwaitis were sure 

one •:>f !leve•·al Kuwaiti participants in the den1onstratiort who have 

since escaped to Saudi Arabia and described the event to a 

repo,.ter. Iraqi soldiers, •urro:>~tnded by thunderous shouts of 

"Allah Akbar!" fro:•m all over the city, nervously shot bursts of 

a~ttomatie-weapons fire into the air. 

Western diplomats here say they have gotten similar 

reports abotJt the demc:onstrat ien. Says one official I "Something 

big happened that night," 
I 

Nawal and her husband Hussein, a middle-class Kuwaiti whe 

worked with the.resi•tance movement durin; the week after the 
I 

invasion, else described Iraq's alme~t-eomical attempts to create 

the fiction that Kuwaitis ~upport IraQ's occupatien of their 

country. 
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On Sur.day, Aug•Jst :5, Iraqi T.V. showed the w-::•rld what it 

said were members of Kuwait's r.ew, pro-Iraqi goverr.ment. As 

pictured shaking hands with Saddam Hussein at a maetir.g the day 

before in Baghdad. According to a narrator, they were thankir.g 

Saddam for coming to Kuwait's assistance, 

''We had to laugh, really,'' says Nawal. "Because we know 

some of these people. " 

Her husband Hussein eKplains that he want to high sehool 

with two of the men the Iraqis claimed were r.ow ministers in the 

Yoew government 1 Naser al Milrodel 1 the Minietel" of Ed~1cation, and 

Fadel al Watheke1 the Minister of Information. 

Hussein said that both men were actually lieutenants in 

the K•Jwait Navy ao.nd had been arrested by Iraq along with other 

Kuwaiti offieers at a Navy base on the day of the invasion. 

''When you looked at their faeas, '' he says of the Iraqi 

footage of his friends, ''they looked like someone was holding a 

machine gun on them.,,,Thay were not tl"aitors, I know them vary 

well. They never would ehaat their country," 
I 

This Qst ens i b 1 a new govel"nlnent Qf Kuwa t t has not bean 

haal"d from since the Iraqi b!"oadeast. The IY'aqis have simply 

been unable to find any Kuwaitis, even among the politieal 

opposition, who al"e willing to take the reins of power from 

!olddam I'I~IB!ll!11"1. 
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Like many Kuwaiti refugees, Hussein and Nawal ~re 

surprisingly philosophical about the loss of their country. 

Kuwaitis often gather here in informal meetings, or Diwantyy~. 

Many of them tell lighthearted, almost affectionately teasing, 

stories about the lra~i invaders. 

"You see us like this, Joking and laughing,'' says 

H•Jssein. "But yo•.1 can• t see inside my heal"t. It's breaking, 

really. ~t night, we can't believe what's happened to us. Eval"y 

day I think maybe I should go back,'' 

Describing the aftermath of the invasion, Hussein said 

that the Kuwaiti army and police had passed out waapons tc• the 

public the first day. "Everyone has one or two machine guns. 

The problem is about the bullets," he says. 

against ll"aqi soliders1 Hussein said he had witnessed what 

appeared to be an effort to intimidate collaborators. 

Iraqi soldiers are widely reported to be poorly supplied, 

relying on civlllans tn Kuwait for food and water. One aftel"noon 

abo~1t few days after the invasion, Hussein saw a truclor.load of 
I 

Iraqi soldiers pull up to a house near his own, ~ couple of the 

soldiers went inside, A ear with two Kuwaitis pulled up. One of 

the Kuwaitis drew a pistol, shot several soldiers, and the car 

pulled away, 

Also in the first week after the invasion, Hussein says, 
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tne ~••istanee learned tnat x~aq's intelligence ··~vice had 

compiled a list of names and addresses of Kuwaiti army officers 

city taking down street signs and house numbers so that the 

Iraqis would not be able to find the officers' houses. 

The resistance also dealt with rnore-m•Jndane tasks -- like 

takirrg •:out the garbage, Trash collection in Kuwait City stopped 

after the invasion, •~plains Hussein, and resistance members 

fe•r•d tnat the aee•Jrnulat ing ~efuse would breed disease. They 

r.:orgal"'ized a trllckil"'g l!lerviee to collect garbage, eat"ry it into 

the desert, and burn it. 

Many of' Iraq's soldiers were less fearsome than they were 

bedt"aggled, say Husseil"' &l"'d Nawal. They sometimes saw Iraqis 

wearing the uniforms of KuwUti police or fireman -- l"!ot to 

disguise themselves but because their owl"! uniforms were falling 

apart. Iraqi army trucks wet"e often seen carrying not Just guns 

but also 11tolen chairs, aofas, refrigerators, ovens and other 

appliances. The soldiers stole hundrwds of' new ears from Kuwaiti 

dealerships. In one ease, says Hussein, Iraqis set fire to 

thousands of' Toyotas1 Chevies and GM ears at a huge dealership 

knowl"' as the Al-Ganim Company, in Shwaik. 

I 

And yet many Iraqis are tt"eatin; Kuwaitis with respect, 

says Hussein, He told a story about five Kuwaiti soldier's he 

knows who we~e arrested by the Iraqis and detained in a villa 

rrear the Gulf,. Eve~y day, a diffe~.;,.nt officer" and ;ual"d snowed 

010" ~'P and dernanded to knew whether the five men were soldiers or 
201 .. ~ 

civilian&, They all aaid they were civilians, Then why were 
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they ther~? the officer asked them, They ~aid they didn't know. 

They were·provided with food and given a stolen television and a 

~fter aiM days, the officer who had come to question that 

morning said they could leave, H~w? they asked! they were a l~ng 

way from town, The officer nodded, went awety, etnd ret>Jrned with 

a new Kuwaiti ~rmy car, which he said they could keep. The five 

Incidents like that make the h•al:!i invasion seem almost 

like a ghaz~u, the traditional ~rabian camel-rustling raid in 

which women were always treated with respect and relatively few 

people were killed. Elut the danger in K•Jwait is by no means 

over. 

That is one reason why Nawal's mother reacted as she did 

when Nawal'• brother showed up at their hotel room. He had 

escaped from Kuwait fe~ur days earlier but had been •JI"lable to 1 ir~k 

•JP with nis sister al"ld me~thel" until tnen. They had net known 

whether he was safe. He said nalle to them all and rushed off to 

the le~bby to round up his children. 

I 

Nawal's metner sat en the bed crying. Finally she stood 

•JP1 mumbled sornethil'lg in Arabic to a visitc•r, toucned one hal"ld to 

her chest, and left the room. Na~wal translated! "My heart," her 

motl'ler had said, "1 want to see rny son." 
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Saudi Arabia - when Defense Secretary Dick Cheney came to see 
u.s. troops here, his Saudi host got the cold shoulder -
literally. 
Turki bin Nasser, not only a Saudi brigadier general but also a 
royal prince, greeted Cheney sunday and took him to see u.s. 
troops on the sweltering flight line of the base Prince Turki 
eouanda. 
But in the crush of American reporters trying to get close to 
Cheney while he spoke to the troops, Turki was jostled aside. At 
one point, a Cheney bodyguard pushed Turki with a stiff forearm. 
The general turned and got on his bus. 
While both sides called the incident a misunderstanding, there 
was concern it was a sign of things to come as two very different 
cultures rub shoulders. 
Both sides are on their best behavior now - the American Gis are 
getting "cultural sensitivity" briefings that would make Miss 
Manners proud - but some worry that the misunderstandings could 
multiply the longer u.s. troops are here. 
"It depends on whether we are here for three months or three 
years. Up to now, most Americans haven't seen a Saudi and most 
Saudis haven't seen an American," said a Western diplomat. 
"Obviously that's not going to be sustainable if they stay here a 
long time, especially given the American military's propensity to 
replicate Subic Bay wherever it goes," the diplomat said. "Thia 
ianot going to be an easy place to turn into a Bangkok." 
Rest and relaxation for the American troops is not a major 
concern in the first weeks of this massive deployment, but soon 
soldiers are going to be thirsty in a country that's dry in more 
ways than one. And they are going to be looking for company in a 
place where women are veiled and segregated from men. 
"As long as it is Saudi reat and relaxation, that is fine," said 
a senior Saudi official. "If they want American rest and 
relaxation, perhaps they will have to look !or it aomewhere 
else," 
The iaaua of women soldiers is raised often by both aides because 
Saudi women are not allowed to show their hair, aces or fi~ures 
in public or drive ears. 
American commander• aay they won't limit the use of woman troopa, 
although some women soldiers have been told not to drive in 
public areas - and not to drive at all unleas they are in full 
uniform with their heads covered. 
Saudi airmen work alongside female American radar operators in 
what u.s. commander& proudly deacribe as the ''fully 
integrated'' flight crews aboard u.s. AWACS. The Saudis, 
however, do nor reciprocate! their AWACS planes are for man only. 
While such differences can probably be finesaed, western 
diplomat• say that in the long run, the American presence could 
become a catalyst for deeply unsettling social changes in Saudi 
Arabia. 
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Since the oil boom of the 1970s, Saudi society has been divided 
between the conservative Islamic majority and the Western
educated, "modernizing" elite. 
The presence of thousands of Americans could drive a wedge 
between the two groups, according to diplomats from several 
Western countries. 
"Once this is all over, there will be a battle," said one 
diplomat. "The modernizers are feeling pretty good now, but the 
liberals are a very thin veneer on the conservative majority.• 
Iraq's Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwait united the two groups. Iraq 
threatened saudi oil fields - the source of power for the 
modernizers - and the whole structure of society, including the 
royal family and religious hierarchy. 
So far, the conservative religious leaders have backed the 
American deployment, calling it a necessary measure in the short 
term. 
"My impression is that the Saudis generally think this is a good 
idea- now," said a Western diplomat here. 
"Having tens of thousands of Americans here for a long time is 
going to be a problem," the diplomat said. 
"Every member of the royal family has a part of his brain that 
says I wish there were an easy solution," the diplomat said, 
"Half of them are worried the Americans won't stay long enough 
and half are worried they'll stay too long," the diplomat said. 
"Sometimes the same individual worries about both." 
Much depends on how long the u.s. troops are here, and that 
depends on Iraq's saddam Hussein. 
"The realistic Saudis think it is going to be a long grind. The 
Americans are digging in1 the Iraqis are digging in," the 
diplomat said. "Maybe with enough pressure something inside Iraq 
or inside Saddam Hussein's head will give. 
"The wishful thought is that the Americans will take out Saddam 
Hussein," he said." 
For now, relations between the Saudis and the Americans are 
better than ever, and both sides expect long-awaited 
Congressional approval for more arms sale& to Saudi Arabia. 
As a diplomat here said, "There is a honeymoon going on in 
American-Saudi relations." 
But like in any new marriage, getting to know each other can be 
rough at times. 
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This pool report was written by Frank Aukofer of The Milwaukee 
Journal, with Peter Copeland of Scripps Howard and Michael Ross 
of the Los Angeles Times. 

Eastern Saudi Arabia-The food has improved somewhat at a former 
saudi air defense installation in the desert here, but us Army 
Airborne troops still are not fond of saudi Arabian cooking. 

And newly-arrived women truck drivers said they been told, to 
their disappointment, that they will not be able to do their 
jobs. It is against the law for women to drive in saudi Arabia. 

But military commanders said the concerns were unfounded. They 
said any women drivers, in uniform, would be allowed to drive 
anywhere. 

Some of the troops here complained of diarrhea and other intes
tinal problems. Though they worry that food poisoning is the cul
prit, doctors at the medical facility say the problems have been 
caused mostly by the desert heat and the change in environment. 

This encampment, in a hot, windy desert area near a Saudi air 
base, was the first place members of the Pentagon press pool vis
ited after they arrived here Auq. 13 to report on the massive us 
military buildup following Iraq's invasion of Kuwait. · 

At that time, many of the troops were complaining about the 
sanitary facilities and the food, provided by Saudi Arabians un
der contract with the us military. They were fed Hardee's beef 
sandwiches the first few days, then the diet went to bread, wa
ter, beans and fruit. 

Since then, the quality of the food has improved so~ewhat, the 
soldiers say, but many still don't like it because it's different 
from what they're used to. 

"You can qet enouqh to eat. It's just that some of the guys are 
soared to eat some of it," said a 21-year-old Poplarville, Miss., 
private manning a machine gun on the roof of a building. 

"After the first couple of days," said a 30-year-old sergeant 
from Needles, Calif., "you'll never say anything bad about MREs 
(field rations) again." 

At first, the machine gunner said, breakfast consisted of 
bread, butter and cheese, "and you couldn't eat the cheese." In 
the last several days, he said, the troops were qettinq dry cere
al and hard-cooked eqqs. 

"There's a lot of rice," he said. "It's there just about every 
meal except breakfast. There's not a lot of meat, and there was 
no meat for breakfast." 

The ~en sleep in tents, but the women, many of them newly-ar-
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rhe pool report was written by Frank A. 
Aukofer of The Milwaukee Journal with John King of the Associated 
Press. 

Eastern Saudi Arabia - A reporter asked the 23-year~old para
trooper if he knew why he was in saudi Arabia. 

"This is an economic war, pure and simple," said the second 
lieutenant, who said he had been an economics major in college. 

"We're here because of oil. our allies actually need the Saudi 
oil more than we do, but we're the ones who are goinq to have to 
protect it. 11 

Then the young officer launched into a five minute analysis of 
the world economy, the interdependence of monetary systems, and 
such things as the effect of fluctuating oil prices on stock mar
kets. 

A 24-year-old private, a tank qunner from New York City, stood 
and listened quietly. When the reporter turned to him, he 
shrugged and said: 

"It would have been a lot simpler if you'd asked me. I would 
have said 'oil.' " 

Among the troops here, that is the response most often heard 
when they are asked if they know why they might be asked to fight 
and die against Iraqi troops in the desert. 

When the question is asked, the sophistication of the respons
es appears to mirror what you might find in the general popula
tion. 

officers, non-coms, doctors, and soldiers who ordinarily keep 
up on current events can qive quite detailed replies. Teenagers 
and other young people who pay little attention to such things 
usually don't have much to say. They rely on talk and rumors from 
their comrades. 

A 19-year-old woman private first class, newly arrived from 
North Carolina, looked back blankly when a reporter asked her why 
she was in saudi Arabia. 

"I don't really knew," she said. "I just drive a truck." 
She is Airborne qualified, has jumped out of airplanes and 

said she had been on exercises in Central America. 
Her partner, a 20-year-old woman truck driver from Texas, 

said: 11 I'm not sure what we're defending. It's just to help Sau
di Arabia against Iran and I~aq. We're here for their protection 
as well as ours. 11 

A dispatcher, a 20-year-old Michigan woman said simply, "Saudi 
Arabia wants our protection." 

There is a hunqer for news here, however, though most field 
commanders reportedly have been briefing their troops on the mil
itary situation, they have had little news from home or about the 



AUG 23 '90 06=48 r·HLWAUKEE JOUPr~AL C414'224-2047 P . .::.·.:: 

- 2 -

world situation. 
A 22-year-old sergeant from Chicago said he was hoping a PX 

would open so he could buy a short-wave radio to keep up on what 
was goinq on. 

Some reporters who go out in the field bring stacks of En
glish-language Saudi Arabian newspapers with them to distribute 
to the troops. 

There's also a yearning among families back in the United 
States for more specific news about what's happening to their 
sons, daughters, husbands and wives here. 

Defense Department restrictions forbid publishing of names of 
anyone but commanders, both as a protection against terrorism ana 
to prevent harassment of families in the United States. 

To get around that, commanders have come up with other commu
nications methods. Col. John McBroom, commander of the 1st Tacti
cal Air Winq, had his photographers take 500 slides of members of 
his wing deploying here. Then he made a tape describing what was 
going on. 

The slides were shown and the tape played for the troops' fam
ilies back at Langley Air Force Base in Virginia. 

Some of the young people here have a knack for reducing the 
situation to its basics. 

"We need the saudi oil, and now the Saudis need us," said a 
22-year-old paratrooper. 

Another soldier told John Ydstie of National Public Radio, in 
a comment that was widely circulated among journalists: 

"I'm here to defend my materialistic way of life. I like my 
lifestyle." 
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Saudi Arabia _ Kuwaitis who fled thai~ nation are forming 
a libe~ation ar•y to lead any military effort to force out Iraqi 
occupation forces, Kuwait'• c~wn prince said today. 

··w. will be reorganizing, rearming, re-equipping with neQessary 
arms to take part as an advance team in liberating our country,'' 
Prince Saad Abdullah al Sabah said. ··we Kuwaitis will never submit 
or surrender to threats or to aggression or to occupation.•• 

Prince Abdullah, the No. 2 official in the ousted Kuwaiti 
government, met with reporters at a hotel where he and other 
Kuwaiti officials have set up temporary headquarters. 

Abdullah declared that ''the Kuwaiti government is alive and 
well'' and implored ~rld leaders to tighten the economic and 
political .. netions against Iraq, 

''We in Kuwait and our brothers in this vital part of the world, 
··are fully convinced that it is quite necessary that we should 
cooperate together and to fight and to struggle, by all means 
available to us to free Kuwait,•• he said. 

Abdullah said he was convinced Iraq was planning to launch an 
attack on Saudi Arabia n.xt in an effort to gain control Of its oil 
and other riches. 

''The unJustified and unlawful aggression has shown to all the 
world the real designs and the real expansionist ambitions of the 
Iraqi rsgi .. ,•• he said, 

Abdullah, flanked by other Kuwaiti officials, said •ome Kuwaitis 
who fled have returned to their country to take part in a 
resistance movement. Others, he said, were preparing to take up 
a~ in ease a military assault is made to force the Iraqis out. 

··w. will fight and fight and fight until we drive out the 
~;grassors from our country,•• he said. ··we will do everything. W. 
are willing to sacrifiQe everything, not only our money and our 
funds but also our blood to liberate our country.'' 

The r .. iatance movement, he said, ''is growing day by day, It 
has been escalating and will eontinue to escalate.'' 

Abdullah •~id two or thr .. members of the al Sabah royal family 
had been arrested in Kuwait. Other Kuwaiti officials said the emir 
was in the hotel but would not ~•t with reporters. 

''Hv is too formal,'' said Ali Jaber al Sabah, a member of the 
royal family who serves as marketing director for the. 
govern.ent-ow••d Kuwait Petroleum Co. 

Jaber -.id the QOmpany is making arrangements to purchase about 
2501 000 barrels of Saudi orude on a daily basis so that it can 
supply its gas stations in Eu~pa. He said he also was negotiating 
with other Persian Gulf oil producers. The oil operation is being 
run out of London. 

Jaber said Kuwaitis still in their eountry have reported that 
two pala~ are being used as ••concentration camps'' for women and 
children arrested at demonstrations. 

''They are beating the hell out of them,'' he said, 
Jaber said recent reports indi=ate food is getting scarce in 

Kuwait but that looting was not as common as in the days 
immediately following the Aug. 2 invasion. 

• 'Una!'Wed boys are -lking the n.ighborhoods to deter looting,'' ......... _ --:.., 
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SAUDI ARABIA _ The headline on the mimeographed ne"slett•r 
d•claress ''Secretary of Defense Explains Why We Are H•re·'' 

To news-hungry American troops, it ts Just What tney have been 
begging ~o~ _ news ~~om the states on how their deployment in Saudi 
Arabia has been ~•ived and h~ long It will last. 

But readers come away disappointed. 
''The situation is very uncertain,•• Defense &.eretary Oiek 

Ch•ney is quoted as saying. ''We don't know hoN long it will last.•• 
The Am8riean military buildup in Saudi Arabia is the biggest 

story in ~he United Statea these days but most troops here know 
little about the reaction and develooments back hoae. 

The troops ~r• being briefed on Iraqi troop movements in 
~upied Kuwait, and have occasional opportunities to read Saudi 
n.wspapers. 

But most of the ~houaands of U.S. troops here have no acce•• to 
American publications or any television, so they incessantly aak 
qu~tione of visiting reporters about the situation back home. 

''Do the American people "ant u• he~?'' an A~my private a•ked 
during a de .. rt eKcerclse t~is weak. 

''I• P~ .. ident Buah saying we'll go to Nar?'' asked an Air Force 
supply offic:er. 

But not all of the ques~ions ~•late to the milita~y action. 
''Are the Met• in first?,'' was wnat a nwwly arrived Marine from 

~ Vork wanted to know t~e other day. 
Iraq is trying to fill the news void with radio broadcasts 

SlllJD•"t"tng that ..nile Rmwl"ieans •re-pr<>t...t ing ea,.dt otT 1'1-ehls tmr-
''petrol emirs'' are in the U~ited States and have ··enJOYed'' the 
company of American woMen. 

''J thought it was pretty funny, actually,'' said a member of 
the 82nd Airborne Division Nho listened to the broadcast earli•~ 
this w .. k. ''If that'• their idea of psychological warfare 1 don•t 
think we have MUch to wo~~y about.'' 

The Saudi media also has had its fair share of propagenda the 
past tt~~~o weeks. 

Local t•l•vision, which can be seen by some U.S. forces who are 
staying in hotels or in Saudi bar~aeks, fr~uently includes lengtny 
segMents showing the arrival and exercises of troops in the 
kingdom, with no narration but pat~iotic music booming. 

And Saudi paper• on a daily basis carry dispatch•• ~rom a state 
press agency d .. igned to assure th• public that the Iraqi invasio~ 
of Kuwait •tll not -~~ect Saudi Arabia'• ~ood supplies, economy or 
..eurity. 

But the S•udi papers also have published numerou• •torias 
w~ltten by wire serviQes eoneerntn; the Middle East crisis. 
Amvric•n• who live here say th• local press never has been this 
open before. 

There are signs the troops wi 11 btt gett in; tnor. access to the 
news. 

For the ~irwt week of the u.s. presence here there were few 
att•mpts tg g•t newspaper• to trggps In the fl•ld. But in the past 
f'ew days a daily shipmen1: has be•n sent to some camps. 

•They get passed around and read again and again and again,'' a 
spok .. man for the 82nd Rirborne said. ''Th•y guys are hungry ~or 
news.'' 

A f•w lss,.es of Stars & Stripes alao have turned up t~• past few 
days, and the small ne"slett•r that earrted the dispateh about 
Cheney's remarks i• being published at one Saudi airbas• where u.s. 
forces are positioned. 

A mall system also Is a•tting o~f the grgund this ~k. 
''That will finally bring us some word on how our families are 

dgin;,•• • e0-year paratroop•~ •aid. He said troops were not told 
much about their mission even before they l•~t ''Because they don't 
want to upset the families.•• 

R 21-year old Army driver says h• was told at a briefing that 
U.S. troop• were on ··a peacek .. ping mission.'' 

BYt he said he knew there was a good chance for combat. 
HQto? 
''T~ey Issued live rounds Instead of blanks.•• 

--30--
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SAU~l ARABIA -- American soldiers holding their own against the 
desert sun, the blowing sand and even the threat of poison gas are 
be6inninr to confront a new enemy: boredom. 

T~e one complaint of American soldiers in Saudi Arabia is that 
there s nothin~ to do. 

Troops aren't allowed out ot military camps, there's no mingling 
w1th.!he local peop;e, no beer, no discos and a;most no entertainment. 

Personally, I d like to get out of here,' said a 21-year-old 
Army military policeman from Chicago. 

''There's nothing to do except write letters and sleep,'' said the 
MP, who worked four-hour shifts guarding the dusty entrance to the 18th 
Airborne Cor~s headquarters. 

''When I became an MP, I thought I'd be driving around housin~ 
projects, waving at kids and being Officer Friendly," he said. 'Even 
the dumbest rock could do this." 

The worst thing for many is not knowing when they can go home. 
''I've heard six months, one year. Today I heard Thanksgiving," the 
lanky MP said. 

The ~P, whose helmet read, ''Dowhatchalike," had more reason than 
~ost to complain about his sudden trip to Saudi Arabia: He was to be 
married on Saturday. 

Asked how his fiancee reacted to the news that he wasn't going to 
~ake the weddin6, he lau~bed and said, ''She was upset," 

The MP's next big day is Sept. 2, his 22nd birthday, ''I'm going to 
drink some water and be standin~ at this gate, tryinf, to remember to 
celebrate it when I do get back," he said. 

What could the brass do to make life better? 
''A PX. A PX that actually has things," the MP said. ''I'd buy a 

radio, junk fooi and Chapstick," 
Surely there must re something good about being here? 
''It doesn't rain," he replied. ''I hate rain," 
Commanders say they're aware of the boredom and plan to increase 

training and maneuvers as thP. troops get settled. Just about everyone, 
for example, bas brushed up on chemical warfare skills. 

The militAry is working to get mail from home delivered, and some 
commandE'r! -- 't news clips from local English-language papers. Some 
camps ha1 · Jll libraries, and others have videos. 

The fu .• red card game seems to be spades. A few soldiers brought 
footballs and soccer balls, but it's been too hot to play. 

Sometimes the spare time leads to creativity. One hangar was 
1ecorated with a spoof on the missing child milk cartons. A water 
bottle had a picture of Iraqi President Saddam Hussein and the messa~e: 
''Rave you seen this child? If found, shoot between the eyas. Phone 
~bite House for reward." 

The level of boredom varies with the job. Crew members of AWACS 
radar planes, for example, are too busy to be bored. 

''You train forever, but this is real," said a ~5-year-old 
technical sergeant from New York. "We're champinr at the 't:1 t." 

One reason some soldiers might feel tored after two weeks here is 
that theJ're coming off the high of a rapid deployment into unknown 
"!anger. 

''There were some scared ~eople coming over here, including this 
)ld master ser~eant," said an Air Force veteran of Vietnam. 

''Now the kids see it's nor~al, and they start worrring about 
;tupid thints," he said. 

SFNS 

--
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S~UDI ARABIA _American tank-killing AH-64 ~pacha helicopters 
are flying missions near the Saudi-Kuwait border, carrying 
additional air-defense systems installed before the ehoppers ware 
deployed in Saudi ~rabia, ~rmy officers said Friday, 

Evan more advanced systems designed to detect and defend the 
choppers against enemy fire are expected to be brought into Saudi 
Arabia for front-line units, the officers said. 

• 'They ware upgraded to match what thay•va <Iraqi forces) got,•• 
aaid an Apache pilot with the 101st ~irborna Division 
<Air-assaultl's aviation brigade. 

Several Apache pilots and co-pilots interviewed Friday said they 
have bean on missions to the border area. One officer said frequent 
Iraqi troop movements have kept u.s. foreea ·'locked, loaded and 
ready'' evan though an Iraqi invasion of Saudi Arabia is not 
conaidarad imminent, 

''They move around so much you can't alwaya be sure right away 
what thay'r• up to,•• the officer said. ''So you atay ready.•• 

A small group of reporters visited the brigade Friday at its 
base in th• Saudi desert, within range of Iraqi forces JU&t over 
the border in occupied Kuwait. It was the first time the 101st had 
allowed reporters into ita base camp, which is expanding by the day 
•• more men, •quipm•nt •nd •upplies •rriva here, and would be used 
as a staging facility for forward repair and refueling bases in the 
event of combat. 

Ground rules for the Pentagon pool operation prohibit the 
disclosure of the camp's location. Most detail& of the ~pache 
defense systems are classified, but they are designed to destroy 
approaching enemy fire or to confuse guidance systems. 

The Apaches, with Hellfire miasilas and multiple rocket pods, 
are the military's main weapon against Iraqi tanks. They are 
designed for eombat in both night and day, and have plans to work 
in conJunction wit'h Air Foree A-10 air-to-ground support. 

During a display Friday for the Journalists, two Apaches flew 
north over the Saudi desert, hugging the ;round and at times hiding 
b•h1~d ••"d dunes. Th• ~•po~ters watched f~om a Blackh~Nk 

hal ieoptar. 
Col. ToM a-~~•tt. t~. brigade eommander. •aid th• division is 

~eeiving·constant updates on Iraqi troop and tank movements and 
eould quickly r .. pond to an incursion into Saudi Arabia. 

''We've bean told we should get a 6- to 8-hour heads up when 
that start moving around but we can be ready pretty fast if need 
be,•• Gar~tt said. 

''We're not worried about it,•• he said of the Iraqi tank 
threat. ''We a~ locked and loaded and ready to go.•• 

Several Apache pilots interviewed said the missions up to the 
Kuwait-Saudi border ware to gat familiar with flying conditions and 

---·the terrsi~ be~---
''Wa can taka out 20121 tanks easy in about two hours,•• said Lt. 

Col. Dick Cody, commander of an Apae~e battalion. ''It's a 
<tactical> fighters dream out hera.•• 

The Apaehas are equipped with state of the art radar and other 
scanning systems, and the weapons usa laser and computer-controlled 
guidance systems. 

The Hellfire never has bean used in combat but Garrett said it 
has perforMed wall in training missions. Live-fire training is 
planned for the Saudi desert in the near future, he said. 

The Apach .. , because of their anti-tank capabilities, were among 
the earliest arrivals in Saudi Arabia. 

Their engines are baing flushed daily because of sand ingestion, 
but Garratt and several pilots said they had aKparianced few 
weather-related problems. 

''Wa•va got two anemias out hera,•• Garratt said. ''One is the 
environment. The other ia the Iraqis.•• 

AP-WX-08-24-90 0800EDT< 
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Saudi Arabia-We are hovering 50 feet over the desert floor, 
ready to see how our Apache helicopters will obliterate any Iraqi 
tanks foolish enough to cross the border with Kuwait. 

It is eerily cool and quiet, especially considering the fact 
that we are sitting in a Blackhawk troop•carryinq helicopter with 
all its doors open to the desert heat. 

This is a place in the Saudi Arabian desert that looks li~e 
something out of "Lawrence of Arabia." There are giant, bri9ht 
beige sand dunes everywhere, and a palm-fringed oasis off to the 
right. Earlier, we saw camels. 

It is friday morning, and we are the first American journalists 
to visit this forward unit of the lOlst Airborne Division's air 
assault brigade out of Ft. Campbell, Ky., the ones who call them
selves "Wings of Destiny." 

This is the sprinqboard unit, the soldiers who will qo into 
battle first if shootin9 starts with the Iraqi forces in Kuwait. 
They are our tank killers, and they have already flown their 
wicked machines to the border-an easy trip, they say. 

They fly the Apache helicopter, which is the junkyard -dog of 
the Army's chopper fleet. There is no more vicious helicopter 
anywhere in the world, and these folks plainly know how to use 
them. 

Aside from the enqine roar and tbe whup-whupping of our chop
per's blades against the dry desert air, the only sounds through 
the headsets are those of our pilot and the pilots of the two 
Apaches hovering off in the distance. Against the desert bleak
ness, they look like tiny dragonflies. But they are anything but 
harmless. 

The lead pilot is Lt. Col. ~ick Cody of ~ontpelier, Vt., 40 
years old and as confident as modern technology and trainin9 can 
make a l!IAJ'). 

"We can burt 'em," he tells us later. "We can hurt 'em bad. 
They'll be toast." 

Cody is the commander of the Apache battalion. His choppers are 
loaded with super-secret computerized equipment to fina and de
stroy enemy tanks, day or night. And the open desert is a partic
ularly good place for their deadly work. 

Right now, the Apaches are carrying eight laser-guided Hellfire 
missiles, along with two pods that hold 19 rockets each and 1,200 
rounds of 30-millimeter ammunition for the chain gun. 

c.· .. -.c .-.. -; • 
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"We could take out 200 tanks, easy, in about two hours," Cody 
says of his unit. "In the desert, they can run, but they can't 
hide. We have systems so if they hunker down in the sand, they're 
hotter than the sand so we can see them. It's a tac (tactical) 
pilot's dream out here." 

But Cody is not alone in his confidence. The platoon of young 
men who loaded the Hellfires in the shimmering heat on the air• 
strip are pumped up, too. They were laughing and joking among 
themselves as they watched the journalists watch the Apaches take 
off. 

"I think we can kick everybody's ass, sir," a 24-year-old spe
cialist from Chicago says with a grin. "We can go anywhere, fight 
anybody, and win." 

Cody says that during the day, the Apaches can operate out of 
range of anything the Iraqis can throw at them. At night, they 
can get in even closer. 

Cody loves the Apache, which pilots say is the most maneuver
able helicopter in the air. It is fully acrobatic, capable of 
loops and rolls. It can even fly upside-down. 

"I've been flyinq Cobras (an older attack helicopter) for 12 
years," Cody says. "I thought that was the baddest machine I'd 
ever seen, 'till this one. The Cobra's like a Corvette. The 
Apache's like a Lamborghini." 

Cody talks to our pilot, a 31-year-old captain from Chicago, 
who maneuvers his Blackhawk around a sand dune and down low so 
the television cameraman and the photographer can get shots to 
show the folks back home. 

Soon the Apaches are skimming across the desert toward us, 
growing in size by the second. Just before they reach us, they 
veer up and away lnto the hazy blue sky, as they might after they 
had shot hellfire at an Iraqi tank. 

Later, the aviation brigade commander, Col. Tom Garrett of 
Southern Pines, N.C., tells his visitors some of the usual 
things-that the lOlst is here as a deterrence, and everyone hopes 
that there will be a diplomatic solution so nobody has to fiqht. 

Garrett says they are here on a real mission and in real dan
ger. But he says his men and women have been qetting the helicop
ters assembled and operational faster than he expected, and are 
ready to qo. Cody says the same thing, but with more grit. 

"We're locked and loaded," he says. "We ain't playinq around 
this week." 

-30-
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Military intelligence r~port~ do not indicate that Iraq 

has moved SCUD missilaa into Kuwait, according to authoritative 

American o~~icials in Saudi ~rabia. 

A wall-placed o~~icial. hera ~aid no SCUD launch~r• or 

missilaa had baan stationed in K•~wait. Askad about a claim this 

wl!ek by "J'a.ne'& Soviat Intelligance Ravisw" that the Iraqi 

military had moved up to 36 SCUD la•~nchars and 800 missil~!l 

into the OCC'J.~iad co,J.nt'l""y, this sourc~ ~aid: ''I don't believe 

it. II 

The o~~;cial added that the movemant o~ SCUDs into Kuwait 

was not dee1sive in any case. 

It""~'!f and they carr hit ta military •irb~5eJ, ""'hath!!!"" -=',.. Y!<:•t tha-y 

SCUDs have basn plac~d in Kuwait. 

U.S. military ~acilitias. 

!raq has :::G SCUe-B la•.1nehers and has medi 1'ii!d the waapon 

so th~t tne missila& hav~ s maximum ~•n;~ o~ ovar 300 mil~s, 

accorcHng to' "Thot Military Balance" 1''.'r 1':>89-~0ZI. 

known·to ba ina~urate at that range. 

The American souree said, howaver, that tha m1~s1le is 

consid•r•d highly accurate at a range o1' about a00 miles. 

o1' SCUDs into Ku .. ait would be significant be<Oa·~•• o1' the 

difference in aecuraey wh•n 1'ired from di1'1'arant d1~tancms, h~ 

!!><Plainad. 
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DARPAAPPLIQUEARMORS\'STEM READYINniREE MONiliS 

The Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) has successfully completed a 
three-month project to take a technology from proof-of-principle concept to fieldable 
prototype system within three months. The objective of this $2 million effon was to 
provide 75 prototype kits of Light Applique System Technique armor to the Marine Corps 
for application to Light Armored Vehicles (LA Vs) deployed with both Marine and Army forces 
panicipating in Operation Desert Storm. 

Light Applique System Technique (LASTTM) is a unique attachment systemJor applique 
armors. Foster-Miller Inc., Waltham, Mass., under contract to DARPA, developed the 
LASTTM system, which consists of: a hook-and-a-loop attachment system (Velcro USA); 
armor modules (Lanxide Armor Products, Newark, Delaware, and Coors Ceramics, Golden, 
Colo.); and a protective cover (Bell A VON, Picayune, Miss.) The key features that make the 
LASTTM system so attractive include its light weight and ease of installation and repair. The 
hook-and-loop attachment system itself weighs less than three-tenths of a pound per square 
foot and is affixed to the vehicle with pressure-sensitive adhesive. Consequently, no 
modification of the vehicle structure, such as drilling or welding, is required to install it. 
Prototype LAST™ kits consist of the LASTTM system, ceramic armor tiles, a battle damage 
repair kit, and a manual with a videotape providing instructions on kit installation. 

An extensive list of technical and operational issues were addressed and overcome in the 
course of this intense three-month effon. The most challenging was the creation of an 
industrial base that produ.ced over 60,000 ceramic armor tiles in less than 90 days. The 
armor tiles also had to undergo ballistic validation testing to verify tile performance. The 
LASTTM system underwent developmental testing, and a LA V equipped with a LASTTM armor 
kit underwent live fire testing and was tested against chemical agents, all during the 90-day 
effort. 

While the timing of the ground war in the Gulf made it impossible to field prototype 
LASTTM systems in suppon of Operation Desert Storm as planned, the Marine Corps has 
decided to equip Marine units on both the East and West coast with LAST™ kits for 
continued test and evaluation. 

(more) 



Nonetheless, the an. Iraqi mhi»ile attae>k •.l!!ing l!ither 

convwntional or e>h!!mieal weapons is e>onsidered very unlikwly by 

officials here bee>au~e of the extraordinary dQterrant force the 

Unitwd States has a•semblQd in the region. 
I 

"What does it mean for Iraq to fire SCUDs at Saudi Arabia 

in current circumstances?• the first official »aid. 0 It ntean• 

Because w• •re: 1n :a p~ition, i~ provoked in 
! 

that manner, to re•pond in an absolutely devaetatin; way.• 

rt would be 

•uicidal, '' he said. 
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SAUDI ARABIA -- Ama~iean a~d Saudi officials in S&udi 

Arabia •ay they conaider it unlike~y that what they dsscriba as 

thsir obJactiv~ of restoring a •table military balance in the 

Middle East can,be achieved ~o long as the current Iraqi 

Ia! 002 
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Ameriean forC'as. 

says c-~,~ U. 8. offici:#l .. He notSI;; that Ardarica.n :IO!!.l!l Are to 

military threat to::- Saudi t=h•abi!!.. Ha said that aoditional 

ntli&!l'.ll"&;;. w~•J.ld have t•:. be tak•n to .achieve· t!"'is seconc g~al, 

incl\lding additional :.!"m!S sales to Saudi Arabia :.nd "c:en'fic:!enc:e-

!J•J.ilding" mea!SI.l!"I!S by Iraq that WO\,Ild e±v!!! t!"'~ Saudiii an!:! G•.!l.~ 

r.at ions eno•.1.gh sensa of sec: uri ty "to allow tr.em to ask •J.s t.:• 

leavw." 

Sinee Iraq wo\lld !Still ln.ve sienif"ic:ant military 

capabilities ev•n if it withdraw its army 'from Kuwait~ the 

of'f'icial said, r~!lloving the credibility of the Iraqi mil!'::a,.-y 

thr•at will d•pwnd largely on political a;;suranc:~!S. "The eccent 

has to be on the word credibility. 

credibility 1nterna.tionillly1 " !"Ia added. "It's hard f·:or me to aee 
l 

now th• current government c:o\lld eive tho•• a;;;;u!"an~• at thi: 

~tage." 

· The probl;~m •:Of' what to do if S!!.ddam H•.!wS!!il'l M!!!!i:!! 

• I 

ternational demands c.nd leaves Kuwait could bac:·~me ~"•al •~·or.er 
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be !"l~r.•st, h:.t:! th• Iraqis t:'='me a~::roso; tne bo-:--dar at t~at ~-=-int it 

wo~1ld have been a· deba~::le," lia>.ys O!"le -:.'f'fic-ial. 9ut within ~ wee~ 

met with 01 devas+. at:. r'rg r!!!sponse. 

econc•mi~ prss~uY'e has be~ul"! to t~ll Ol"l Saddam t-fl.l~!H!i!"! .. Says th:t~ 

he h•• com: fot-'t.·,ua.rd with. 

he's going to have to get out of' Kuwait." 

U.S. troops eire now stationed in sa~~di A!""at:!ia 1..!':"!!:!9~ the 

Di::k Chsmey ant! C!.!stodian o'f' the Two Ho!y Moliq•..le!!! Kil"!~ Fa...,d. 

Although details o'f' the 01greement are &ecret, official& say it 

required by th• Saudis and their Gul'f' partners. 

"We will stay here illi long as o1.1r preiiEince is re':lu:i.r~d by 

the Scudis and their partn•rli. And wa leave the instant the 

Scudis ask us to leave or we reach the J<.ldgment unilaterally that 

o1.1r pretsance is no long•r nead•d," says one official. 11 It is not 

op•n-•nded, in the sense that w• have absolutely no ir.twntion of 

The min1.1te w~ can get out, we will. 
' 

And 

the Sa1.1diii have no intention of inviting U!!! to stay parm&l'rel"•tly. 

So we•r-e in to'<ill agreement." 



~'ow, they keep the suits where they wer·e, close enough so 
they c:o•~ld get to and in thE"m in mi.t1ute5. 

Disaster team experts coordinating the chemic~l attack 
preparedness said a surprise chemic:~l attack is unlikely. 

They said it. woul.d most l.ikel.y c:ome i11 air·craft a11d 
miseiJ.e atac:ks that would give int&J.ltgenc:e Ul1its tillle to 
warn all milit~ry people to gte ii11to their suit~. 

If' th& war11ing was that a chemical attack was possible, 
everyone would put 011 the c:hemi c:al tou it.s ex capt fer the gloves. 
and hoods and keep Wt:>rking, the eKper•t said. 

If t.hQI warning was t.hat Il'aqi p:J.anes had cro<~;sed into 
Saudi Arabia and a P<'lSSible chemical attack was imminent, they 
would put on the gloves and hoods;, 

If Iraq did bombard troops with c:hemical wapons, lht'i 
problem in Saudi Arabian heat, of course, would be fighting 
and working in the hot suits. 

The chemical e:<perts refuse t.o cct1firm reports that 
military efficiency would be cut in half. 

But. say that under the wor"'e c:onditict1s, troops might 
alt.ert1atel~· fight for 30 minutes, and then rest, in 
decontaminated areas for 30 minutes. 

For' supper t units back at thi! camps, et1me area!! would be 
c::ontamimroted with c:hemicals and t~oms woul.d not, a disaster 
unit officer said. 

He- l!laid operations, th .. refore, would be ·"'ov'"d to areas 
that chemicals had not hit. 

DecoP'Itamin,.t.ion ar.,;ao; would also be set aside irr c:amps 
Nh,.re tt·ool'!ls and W<'lrk,.rs coming it1 ff•om gas·· hit ar'eas ~~ould 
take off their sulis and then move onto their camps or mess 
halls. 

Military hospitals here have separate d .. cctntamin:at.ion 
tents where victim• of a gas attack woul.d have all t.rac:e of 
the c:hamic:;al washed off their bodies i;tefore they W&I"P. 111011ed 
inte> the hospitals for trmat.ment. 

"The !litac:i<up would be ctut. at dect:>ntaminal:ic:m," said Lt. 
Col.. Ric:h Williams, Comm~nder of the First Tactic:al F-15 
Fighlpr Wing hospital. 

He said t.he hospital could successfully treat l:arge 
numbers of victims of a gas attack. 
B•..1t the milt.iary people her•e say they are confident tho!!ie 
vic:t.imu wil.l. nt>t: it>t:lude t.het~~. 

''Putting thgss suits on ie just like dr~ssing yourself,'' 
waid a mechanic who work• Oil the Airbe>,.,l& l~arning at1d Control 
Syustl'm (awar;s) radar pl.anes that pattrol !!kie!! watching for• an 
Iraq air attack. 

"! dot>'t see, cthar than ger.ttirog caught out: too fal" WM)l 

from yo•~r .. quipment, hew it call be much cf a pl"oblem," he 
said. ''It's pretty basic." 

AUG 1 7 ' 90 9: 12 PAGE.002 
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SAUDI ARABIA- "To the American soldier in the saudi desert," the 
radio broadcast crackles, •ask your friends what happened in 
Vietnam. ' 
"The American soldier captured are still lost in Vietnam after 
they had been eaten by worms," the male voice adds in fractured, 
accented English. 
"The sand heaps are movinq in the Arabian desert, and they 
swallow many people and they will awallow you.• 
World war II had Tokyo Rose, Vietnam had Hanoi Hannah, .and now 
Iraq has its own propaganda radio stadion trying to break the 
spirit& of American soldiers digging into the saudi Arabian 
desert. 
So far the reaction among u.s. troops to the broadcasts has 
ranged from curiosity among those who haven't heard them to 
hysterical laughter among those who have. 
"In Vietnam they tried to jam Hanoi Hannah for awhile, but than 
they just let it go because it gave everybody a good chuckle," 
said a sergeant major with the XVIII Airborne corps who served in 
Vietnam. 
A pair of 22-yaar-old soldiers who arrived two days ago at the 
base camp Dragon Catyb - named for the XVIII Airborne Corps' 
dragon patch - said they heard about the broadcasts shortly after 
landing in Saudi Arabia. 
"They are trying to mess with our minds. It might get to somebody 
who just came in the Army," said a specialist from Anaheim, 
Calif, 
It would taka an awful lon time in the hot sun for these 
broadcasts to do much damage, however, and the Radio Baghdad 
announcer needs to brush up on his English grammar, not to 
mention his psychology. · 
"To the Amer-ee-can soldier in Sah-oo-dee Arabia desert. Nothing 
is more expensive than peace. Don't be fuel for the war machine, 
"Your children are waiting for you. Your wife is waiting for you. 
You might have a lover. She also is waiting for you." 
''Remember what the petrol emirs are doing with the American 
girls," the announcer croons in an almost sing-song voice, ''Do 
you want to defend them? ••• 
"Is it in your interests as a civilized person to defend people 
who are living in the Middle Ages? •.• Don't die to defend corrupt 
sheiks." The messages are interspersed with rousing violin music 
that sounds like the soundtrack to a spaghetti western. 
Wednesday's broadcast included a reading of a rambling letter 
from Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein to George Bush warning that the 
United States will lose its status of a superpower if it doesn't 
stop picking on Iraq. 
weapons and technolgy do not a superpower make, the letter says. 
"The source of power lies in righteousnous,• Hussein writes. 



"You muat know that Iraq has the best army in this area and 
soldiers that do not fear death," the letter saya. 
Hussein claims 500,000 volunteers have come forward to fight the 
"American, zionist aggression against Iraq," and urges Buah to 
stop backinq the emir of occupied Kuwait, the "Croesus of 
Kuwait," who "can't put two words toqether." 
At the end of the broadcast, the announcer - variously dubbed by 
journalists who have heard him aa "Baghdad Bruce" and the ''Bozo 
from Baghdad,'' -says, "Thanka a lot for our attention." 
It's not clear how many soldiers have actually heard the 
broadcaat, which come on at irregular intervals during the day 
over a ahort-wave frequency. "Most of the soldiers don't have 
short-waves with them, but those who do are copying some of the 
stuff down and passing it around for fun,• said a Pentagon public 
affairs officer here. "It's really hysterical." If Radio 
Baghdad's attempt to demoralize the troops is instead providing 
them with comic relief, a more successful form of disinformation 
frightened the civilian population of eastern Arabia. 
fliers faxed to embassies, consulates and businesses in Saudi 
Arabia two weeks ago purported to give people instructions on 
what to do an the event of an Iraqi chemical weapons attack. 
"If you are outside, do nothing. You will die," aaid one version 
of the flier, sent in both English and Arabic. 
Moat of the fliers were anonymous - they had no line of origin on 
the top. Other faxes claimed to be from the Canadian or the 
Philippine embassies in Riyadh, but checks with those and other 
embassies proved that to be false, 
•we now think they were part of a disinformation effort," one 
Western diplomat said, adding tha the fliers caused "considerable 
anxiety among foreigners" during the early days the crisis. 
The flier qoes on to say what to do if people see birds falling 
from trees and their pet doqs and cats "dropping dead" in the 
street, 
The final message of the flier is: "Good luck." 
end 
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DAMMAM, Saudi Arabia _ First came several Kuwaiti refugees, 
expressing their gratitude for the hospitality of the Saudi 
government, 

Next came a man involved in a land dispute, not long after him a 
man seeking help finding medical treatment. Another man came to 
offer a poem. 

Prince Muhammad bin Fahd bin AbdYl Aziz, the son of King Fahd 
and governor of Arabia's oil-rich Eastern Province, had time for 
each of' them. 

Muhammad was holding open court Wednesday in his ornate palace, 
continuing a tribal tradition of hosting a daily MaJlis, complete 
with a Bedouin royal guard. 

In the 1J11it.d Sttt-r •~eM- ·~••~> 19 ·resarveo-t<o.--t,"Je waalt-hy,----
hi;h-powered lobbyists and maJOr campaign donors. In Saudi Arabia, 
where even the kin; is obliged to host MaJlis, anyone is welcome. 

Some of' those who brouht problems or praise to Muhammad on 
Wednesday wore gold-braided abayas over tneir ankle-length thobes1 
others JUSt dingy thobes and tattered sandals. All got a few 
minutes of the prince's time, and his promise to look into their 
c:onc:erns. 

Watching all this was a horde of reporters from the United 
States, Europa and .Japan, who listel'led ir~ter.tly to dil5cvssion.s of 
local land disputes befora seeking Muhammad's viaw on the larger 
dispute that had broYght them thera _ the Iraqi invasion of 
neighboring Kuwait. 

The Kuwaitis, he 6aid, ~ere welcome in Saudi Arabia and would be 
hoYSed for free, offered needed medical care and even pocket monay 
if' nec-sary. 

''The Kuwaitis are like brothers,•• he said. '"Any number ara 
welcome in this country.'' 

It is MYhammad's province, which makes up 30 percent of Saudi 
Rrabia and borders Kuwait and Iraq, tnat will bear the brunt of the 
Ku~aiti influx and also the thousands of American and other troops 
flooding into the kingdom to defend it and its oil fields. 

The Easterr~ Province also would be the maJor pri~e for any 
invader of Saudi Arabia, for it is home to the richest oil fields 
in the world, the coYr~try's petrochemical and other industries, and 
home of a sprawling, untra-modern Persiar• Gulf' port. 

For the closed Saudi society all this mYst bring snock, bYt 
Muhammad said he has heard no complaints at his daily sessions. 

He wishes aloud that economic and political sanctions will force 
Iraq's Saddam Hussein to pull his troops from Kuwait. ··Everyone is 
workil'lg hard to see this problem resolved peacefully,'' 
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co~o~ntry. 
''Sa~o~di Arabia will never start war,'' he said. ''We are only 

defending our co~o~ntry.'' 0~ the prospect of war, he saidl ''You 
have to prepare •••• There is always a chance of war.'' 

Ml.lhammad said the American and other troops ware welcome, but 
•aid he hoped that they, like the Kuwaitis, soon would be able to 
head home. 

''Th .. e friendly forces are here for a purpose and when their 
Pl.lrpose is finished and there is no reason for them to be here they 
will go home,'' M~o~hammad said. 

The opening of the MaJlis to the foreign reporters was the 
latest in a series of events thi• past week that have given the 
W.at an l.lnprecedenteh and extraordinary look at the Saudi 
government and society. 

The MaJlis dates back tl the country's nomadic, tribal days and 
the guidance of the Koran that Muslims confer among themselves to 
settle disp1.1tes and make policy. 

By the time Muhammad arrived there were some 100 people waiting 
in chairs arranged around the huge hall. After he entered, everyone 
walked past to shake his hand and offer greetings. Then those with 
problems formed a line, carrying with them a written explanation of 
their problem. 

Muhammad t&ll• the man seeking medical help he will have aides 
look into the matter. Several man with land disputes, including one 
who said he faces fines for building a store without government 
permission, gat the same response. 

With the crowd of JOUrnalists circled around him, Muhammad tells 
the man offering a poem, ''We have no time now.•• 

~fter the meeting, he would rather talk about the local 
government and its traditions than the Iraqi forces lass than 200 
miles to the north and their impact on life in Saudi Arabia. 

''We listen to their complaints and we solve them,•• he says of 
the extraordinary session. ''We try our best to accommodate 
everyone.'' 

· ·-· ·-· Whwn-a· raper tar aski!J if Sa~:~di Ar-.b-i• is likely to move -towar& a 
democracy, Muhammad looks aro~o~nd at the local people and says, 
''This is democracy •••• Saudi Arabia is improving every year. I 
don't think we need to change except for the better.'' 

A government official accompanying the reporters tried to 
explain the Saudi eyste~ to ~maricans who have nothing like this 
back home. 

After a while, the official says •imply• ''Your system is good 
for you. Our sy•tem ie good for 1.1s.•• 
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I.J, S. rnilitary b•.lild-up is comple":e. If Ir~q still o~~upi~s 

diplo:omatic eff•::>rts --the U.S. and S,;ou~:H A~·a!:!iii'. will 1"~~e t!'!e 

l:!.!!!~ision will be n1ade by Ki!'lg F=.hd il"o com;•o~ltati·::.n with Pr·e;;ide!'ot 

Ut"tilaterally. !1" we do anything in tnat area it will !:!e by 

importance •:11" Saudi j:l,.-abia for i:he Ul'\ited States: 

The importan~;:e -:,1" the net ion liitems 1"rom three f'act•::>rs1. he 

The first and most obvious is oil, whieh will both make 

the U.S. in~;:reasingly dependent on the country a!"!d give the 

Sa•.1dis inc.-.asingly firoancial clout in the f':!rm of pet!"'odo!lars. 

Thw liiac:ond and less obvi•;"~= iii its geographic p~itiQn; 

virtually &ny 'fl.i11ht f'ron1 Southsrn Europe to >lsi& must Pi155 over 

Saudi territory. There are 5,000 military overflishts and 35-
/ 

40,000 c::omm!!!r-t;ial overflights cleared by Saudi Fll"'&bia in a 

typica~ yec.r. Together with its usef•.1lne55 as 4 comm•~nicat 1-:-ns 

site, this gives it strategic mili~ary signi~icance. 

Thw third i!!l religio•.tli &nd pol!ti~al. Sa•Jdi Flri!!.bia is 

caret11k~r or the two most holy •ites of' Islam -- a !"'el!!;lic•n ~1it!'1 
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-t:wo billiOn adher-ents (rnaYJY in c~~l.ll"'ltries with ':'lil) :!!.nd th= 

All this amounts to anor~ou~ 

"This i!l not a radi~al re:;r!n1e. 

that is as devoted ;;.;;; M•:l!Htftlillild wae to ft•ee ~tntarpris!!l," says the 

In this viei-J, tha United Stiltee hss a lo:"lg-term 

5trat•gi~ inte!"est in l!!l'"rCO•Jraging the continued strength of a 

modliratl!! govilrnme!"lt irr Saudi Arabia. 

Tw•::> f'ecto::>rs have triO.dit"io!ll'"rally l<.ept the peace in tM:!.s 

region -- !!.nd both I"'!!.Viit t;eel"r upset recently. 

On!i! wes the 1"1 istorial !:!a lance !:!etwe!in vario•Js net iom; 1 

The Iran-Ira~ war 

upset that balance by exheusting Iran. 

The •::>tl"'"'r Wilii tl"'e cold wa.r, in which client ~ls.ti'::>rrsh!ps 

with superpowers constrain•d regional ilggre5Sion. But t!"!e cold 

we.r haii ended. 

a temporary b&sis until the raal basis can be !"!!!stored," the 

official says. 
I 

The task now is to re-l!!stablish that balance rath~r than 

~o allow the passions of thm curr~nt crisis to re.ge out or 

control. Ccmclude!ii the official: "If there is a war "sith Ira~, 

S!!!c&use we're going to ne~d Iraq 

to balance Iran ai'ter the w~r." 
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DoD NATIONAL MEDIA POOL 

NO. 2068i21460 P~Gto 

Ht2H'Eo0ii1-8~sD(PA) AT lf.'l#p.t~~. 
2 4 AUG 1990 
This pool report was written by Michael Ross of the Los 

Angeles Times 

Saudi Arabia--At a party for expatriate 

workers the other night, the mood was almost jovial until 

the news began to spread. 

"Have you heard, British Aerospace has issued its 

employees with gas masks and nerve gas antidotes," said a 

young Briton, fidgetting nervously with a plasic cup of 

Pepsi. 

11At least that's something," replied the young 

American next to him. "Nobody's doing that for us. 

Nobody's doing much of anything for us." 

While the world's attention is focused on the plight of 

Western hostages in Kuwait and Iraq, resentment is 

starting to build among an even larger group of foreigners 

who feel that their employers, bowing to official 

pressure, may not be taking adequate steps to ensure their 

safety in neighboring Saudi Arabia. 

No one is holding them hostage, but concern is growing 

among the thousands of foreigners who work in the 

kingdom's Eastern province that they could be trapped 

here if war breaks out in the Persian Gulf, 

"So far it's only the joint venture companies, the 

ones being run by their foreign partners, that have taken 

steps to ensure the safety of their employees, 

The Saudi companies have done nothing for their foreign 

employees," an American businessman here said. 

After an initial wave of panic that followed the Iraqi 
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invasion of Xuwait Auq. 2, the mood among the foreiqn 

community has calmed considerably. 

"Havinq American forces here has been like a 

tranquilzer," said Tom Wright, a contractor from Alberta, 

Canada. "Just seeinq soldiers who look like they know 

what they're doing is a tonic." 

But while the arrival of U.S. forces has allayed fears 

of an Iraqi invasion of Saudi Arabia, reports that Iraq 

has deployed chemical weapons north of the Kuwaiti 

border--weapons mounted on rockets capable of reaching 

this far--has everyone "really worried," Wright added. 

saudi officials could provide no exact breakdown for 

the number of foreigners living in the sprawling Eastern 

province, which falls southwards from Kuwait, down the 

western rim of the Persian Gulf, to the ill•defined 

frontiers with south Yemen and Oman. 

But u.s. diplomats said that, before the invasion of 

Xuwait, there were at least 12,000 Americans here, most of 

them clustered around the coastal oil towns of Dhahran, 

Dammam, Ras Tannurah and Jubail, some 150 to 200 miles 

south of the Kuwaiti border. 

About 4,000 dependents were evacuated soon after the 

invasion, while another 2,000 to 3,000 were vacationing 

outside Saudi Arabia at the time and never returned, The 

remainder--who account for roughly half of the original 

American presence in the Eastern province·-are still here, 

according to u.s. consular officials. 

Most of them work for ARAMCO, the now wholely 

saudi-owned Arabian American Oil Company which, with 

45,000 workers, is the region's largest employer. 

p(5J 
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ARAMCO spokesmen say the company is operating on a 

business as usual basis and that all dependents who wanted 

to leave have been evacuated at company expense. 

However, interviews with dozens of Aramco workers over 

the past few days suggest that the company has gone to 

extraordinary lengths to pressure many who would otherwise 

have left into staying. 

While some smaller companies are offering bonuses of up 

to 25% for employees who elect to stay, ARAMCO's 

management has told its employees the only way they can 

leave is to quit their jobs on 30 days notice, several 

sources said. 

"They've made it clear that if we quit, we lose 

everything ••• all our benefits, severance pay and 

belongings unless we pay to move our things ourselves," 

one employee said. 

While most foreign firms operating here have also 

agreed to repatriate non-essential employees, ARAMCO 

officials have indicated that they make no such 

distinction between essential and non-essential personnel. 

"When someone comes to me and asks 'Am I essential?' 

my response is 'You're getting a paycheck,"' ARAMco 

spokesman Sydney Bower said. 

If this seems to be an insensitive response to the 

concerns of ARAMCO employees, other officials say 

privately that it reflects the company's own acute fears 

of what will happen if its foreign work force panics and 

leaves the country. 

Althou9h foreigners constitute only about one-quarter 

of ARAMCO's work force, 
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many.-of them are clustered in high-tech and other vital 

maintenance positions. 

"The expat community working for ARAMCO is on the edge 

and if the scale tips a little further, you could have a 

real exodus out of here," one company executive said. 

"If that happens," he added, "the Saudis would be in 

real trouble. They have enough trained people of their own 

to run the oil fields, but after a month or so maintenance 

would probably shut down." 

At a time when the Saudis are planning to increase oil 

production by 2 million barrels per day to help the West 

sustain its boycott of Kuwaiti and Iraqi crude, such a 

development "could spell disaster" for the international 

effort to isolate Iraq, the official said. 

The issue is such a sensitive one that company 

officials do not talk about it publicly. Indeed, nearly 

everyone interviewed for this article demanded anonymity 

for fear of losing his job. 

One thing company officials do say is that there is no 

reason why an employee who breaks his contract should 

expect to get severance pay and repatriation. 

However, employees say that Aramco's failure to make 

continqency plans for an evacuation, together with its 

refusal to even consider repatriating less essential 

staff such as secretaries and company school teachers, has 

left a residue of bitterness. 

"ARAMCO has no evacuation plans. Their pcsiticn is, 

'We're a saudi company. We're already home and we're not 

going anywhere," an executive from an American company 

said. 

PAGE 5 
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' Under Saudi law, foreigners who live in the kingdom 

must surrender their passports to their employer, who then 

handles all their subsequent paperwork with customs and 

immiqration. 

To travel outside his province of residence, a 

foreigner must obtain a special letter of authorization 

through his employer. To leave the country, he must qet a 

special exit visa stamped in his passport. 

Most foreign companies got exit-re-entry visas for 

their foreign staffers a few days after the invasion, said 

Ted Bevec, an executive with the American Businessmen's 

Association, a local business group. No one used them, but 

"just knowing they had the visas and could leave if they 

wanted to eased a lot of panic," he said. 

ARAMCO workers, however, said the company had not done 

the same for them. 

''They told us that, because we would have to break 

contract and resign in order to go out, the exit visas 

would take 30 days to get," one employee said. 

While it is not clear how many would have actually 

left--indeed many said they would have stayed--a number of 

those interviewed said they were angry at not having been 

given what they considered to be a fair choice. 

"The choice they gave us was either to stay or to 

quit--and still stay here 30 more days," another employee 

•aid. 

Even so, as many as 600 Aramco employees have resigned 

•ince the crisis beqan and "more resiqnations are landinq 

in ~nanaqers' in-trays every day," said another Aramco 

official. 
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Most of the resignations came from the ranks of 

Aramco's Filipino, Pakistani and other Asian employees, 

whom the Saudis generally hold in lower esteem than the 

Arab and Western nationals living in their country. 

"The A$ians, and particularly the Pakistanis and 

Bangladeshis, are the underclass here and they get treated 

pretty roughly ," said one American businessman. 

"Most of the Americans fiqure that if push comes to 

shove they can scramble aboard a C•5 and get out of 

here," he added. "But who's going to take care of the 

guys from Bangladesh? They're the ones who are really 

scared. They've got nobody to look after them." 

one Bangladeshi, who works as a bus boy at a luxury 

hotel in Dhrahan, confided as much to a foreign quest the 

other night. 

"We have asked to go but the hotel, they will not give 

us our passports back," he said. 

"It is very bad," he added. "'iou come and you go, 

but we .•• we here are trapped." 

end it 
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This 
faK&d to Pentagon 
Jim Adams, Reuter 

Department pool report No. I zZ:. Mu .. t be 
693-6853, for release. Written and filed by. 

ON THE SAUDI-r"uw.-.IT BORDER - The ot·tly people crossing 
through try station from l<t.~wait into Sat.1di Arabi• 
now are tary defectors, a ~ustoms official said 
Friday. 

"I have softie 1of that," he said wher, asked i-1' Iraqi 
dll!f&ctorll came a.r.: there. But wham asked now many, ha said 
"I have no e~act. 

An<ib••s•&•dor Gha:d al.-Gosaibi tol.d Reuters i11 Bahrain Saudi 
Thursday that " 
Arabia since Iraq 
vehicles and ar 

" of Iraqi scJ.diwr11 had defected i11to Saudi 
S Aug. 2 itWCISiOt1 of !(uwsit, SOIIIt! With 

Th~ Ir~qi de ctor~ are thH only traffic through this major 
e11try atat.i(m 1 t. r:u!!ltoms offit;ial s;;;lid, bec:al.ltSGl Iraq has 
completely cut all traffic from Kuwait through it. 

He maid Ir•aq tanks occa111ionally coma up to the. Iraq
oc:c:upi!!!d l(uwait. ,..,..,.,.,..,i11g 5l:zd:ic:m two kilctmeters across a no 
man's land. BLit said therl!! had been no incidemt1;1. 

bot.l1 
t1aid he wat1 not 

11 No, wet're 
"We don· t t.h i ttk 

Although Ir 
border stat.;.on, 

Nearly 20 ki 
had left 1\uwait C 
a desert. bor•der 

Sa1~d l. 'il in 
to safety. 

major Sa~.o~di or Iraqi military forces here 
·From t.he. bclrdel" ·-- ill1d thet border official 

ried that Iraq might invade. 
K&d here," he said thr·ough an int.erpreter. 
e will be ar.ythi11g. We' r·e c:onfidomL" 

ha5 cut off traffic through this official 
itis Hre still e~caping across the d•sert. 
ters away, l:hr•ee c:aors ful.l. of refuglll&ll who 
at ttoon F.-id!Oy arrived four hours l.ater at 
wher .. ca,.E!ls w .. re gr~az ing near• by. 

tr·~.o~cks Ol'l a r• i dge em the border gu i dmd them 

A Kuw .. it i who said he nad helped a number of' people 
•sr:ape ~(uwait sai Iraqi forces had not shot at the CillraYan 
this time. He sai the only probll!?m was that one of·the four 
r.:ars they started i th broke down and had to bi! lsaft i11 the 
das11rt 1 about 15 .. e.-ugees crowding into the three cars left. 

The refug they did not know if Iraqi. forces had 
b&gLm surround i ign em!:lal!lt! ies Friday as t.hreatenad for 
defyit1g Iraq's that they cl.ose down and move to Baghdad. 

Th• r ·ulil-1'1 th•y only knew tney did not 511110 

WIIIBtl!rner• on in Kuwait City anymor111 a•1d 001e said he 
knew Iraqi forces takil'lg them away but •aid he did not 
kno•• where. 

"He says 
intet·preter said. 

probably do nat. treat t.hem nicely," an 

Repar tere we 
Glfficials Lmd.,r goto''-''''d 
not he reported. 

I 
AUG 19 '90 1 : 24 

the two bord&r crossings by Sa~.o~di 

l"ul.ao; that their locati.:ms on !:hlil bordGJr 

PAGE.002 
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DoD NATIONAL MEDIA POOL 
REPORT 90-1-70 
RELEASED BY OASD(PA) AT os: t&Mf 

2 5 AUG 1990 
This is Pentagon Pool Report No. 25-1. Please ta~immediately 

to Pete Williams at the Pentagon, 202-693•6853. You can use as 
soon as it is released. 

This pool report was reported and written by Prank AUkoter ot 
The Milwaukee Jo~al. 

saudi Arabia-summerfest to saudi Arabia. 
'!'hat's What happened to Chief Warrant Officer Timothy Zarnowski 

of Milwaukee. 
Zarnowski, 38, is an instructor for pilots of Apache helicop

ters, the deadliest weapon in the American arsenal here against 
Iraqi tanks. 

The Apache is the most maneuverable helicopter in the world, 
capable of the same sorts of acrobatic maneuvers as fixed-winq 
aircraft. 

Early this summer, the Army sent Zarnowski, with two Apaches, 
to Milwaukee for a display at Summerfest. Now he's at a forward 
desert base here with the unit that would go into battle first if 
Iraqi tanks in Kuwait move into Saudi Arabia. 

Zarnowski, whose father, Eugene, lives on Milwaukee's South 
Side, is part of the lOlst Airborne Division's air assault bri
gade and, like others in his unit, he's supremely confident of 
their ability to stop anything the Iraqis might throw at them. 

11We '11 be able to handle them pretty well, " he said. •They '11 
be sitting ducks for us. They have a few weapons systems that can 
knock us down, but we're not worried. We can jam them." 

The Apache carries up to 16 Hellfire missiles, one of which can 
knock out any tank in the world, alonq with two rocket pods that 
carry a total of 38 rockets, and a 30-millimeter chain (machine) 
qun with 1,200 rounds of ammunition. 

The chain qun and the rockets are used to force tanks to button 
up, and the laser-guided Hellfire& can be fired from long dis
tances to blow up the tanks. 

Zarnowski talked with a reporter who was a member of the first 
group of journalists to visit the lOlst here. Because of a tight 
schedule, they were only able to talk a few minutes, but Zarnows
ki 's parting shot was: 

• 
"If you see Mayor John, tell him I said Hi," Zarnowski said. 

•say hello to (State Rep.) Wally Xunicki, too.• 

As might be expected in the most massive deployment of forces 
since the Vietnam War, there are many young Wisconsin men an4 
women here. 

Xerrie Pauly, 24, of Sheboygan, who graduated from the Univer
sity of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, is part of the l8th Airborne Corps 
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that has taken over a former Saudi air defense base here. 
She's a second lieutenant Who leads an advance medical platoon. 

In a battle, her team of 35, including surgeons, would move to 
the front lines to <administer emergency treatment, then evacuate 
the wounded. 

•we train without the doctors,• she said. •When we go in, we 
have the doctors with us. • 

Pauly is the only woman on the team here. She said she was 
amonq the lucky ones in the unit because she was housed in an 
air-conditioned building. 

Like everyone else, she said the desert heat was the most dif
ficult part of working here. But unlike others, she said she had 
no real complaints about the food provided by Saudi Arabian con
tractors. other troops at this base had said they didn't like the 
saudi cooking. 

Moreover, Pauly said Saudi Arabia was not the worst place she 
had been stationed. 

•r was on a mission in Peru which was probably worse," she 
said. "The water was real bad. Here they bring us bottled water. 
It helps a lot.• 

Navy Lt. Don Goulet of oconomowoc, who was born in Appleton, 
helped make military history here. 

Goulet, 30, is the aide and flaq lieutenant for Rear Adm. Steve 
Clarey, the commander of the Navy's Amphibious Group Three out of 
San Diego, Calif. 

Clarey is the commander of a maritime pre-positioning force, a 
new concept for rapid deployment of equipment and troops that was 
used for the first time here. 

•we•ve made history here,• Clarey told reporters. "This is the 
first time this rapid deployment force has been used in an actual 
combat situation." 

Onder the new system, civilian cargo ships, under lease to the 
OS Navy, are tully loaded at all times and stand by for military 
emerqencies anywhere in the world. • 

There were three Ships in the first group that arrived at an 
ultra-modern saudi Arabian port on the Persian Gulf here. They 
carried tanks, vehicles and other equipment for us Marines of the 
7th Marine Expeditionary Briqade out of 29 Palms, Calif., who 
were airlifted here. 

The Marines were •married up• with their equipment from the 
ships and sent out into the field. The equipment included M60-Al 
tanks. 

By all accounts, the operation went flawlessly, with the three 
755•foot long ships unloaded in a matter of days. 
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Goulet said he was a lot more concerned about what miqht happen 
in saudi Arabia before he came here. 

•Now that I'm here and I •ee all the support we've got, and 
what else i• on the way, I think we're in good •hape,• he said. 

Goulet's wife, Ann, is back in San Diego. Their first child is 
due in November. 

•This i• a great facility,• Goulet said of the Saudi Persian 
Gulf port. •I think we're in an excellent position to handle any 
threat Iraq dishes out. I don't even feel like I'm in comDat.• 

Goulet asked about the Green Bay Packers and whether they had 
•igned quarterback Don Majkowski yet. The reporter didn't know. 

•well, tell them to siqn Majik and quit screwing around," Gou
let said. "They're behind the curve already." 

-30-
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•AM-Attacking Iraq,000< 
~us Forces Have Iraq Targeted, And A Plan To Destroy lt< 
•Edst To ~ply with Pentagon coverage ground rul••• •xact 
location. o~ U. S. military installations ar• not disclosed. Note 
langua;• 13th ;ra~, bgng1 ''I eame ••• < 

SAUDI ARABIA _ The targets on the map are marked and eireled 
mueh like those on a similar map •e•n a w.ek •arlier, with one 
notabl• •xception. 

Thes• tara•t• •~ in Iraq, 
To the East _ to th• right wh•n looking at the map _ th•~ still 

ar• markings showing deployment• of Iraqi fore•• in oeeupied 
Kuwait, •o.a not too far baek from the Kuwait-Saudi bordert others 
in a e·r.seent-shaped f'ormation f'urther north near l<uwait City and 
supply routes back to Iraq. 

But over the past week, the emphasis on the maps, and in th• 
briefings to the Rmeriean troops who ;•t to see them, has shifted 
mor• to th• tar;•t• in Iraq itself. 

Now convinced th•re is enough u.s. firepower on the ground here 
to thwart any Iraqi attack on Saudi Arabia, American military 
plann•r• are mulling how to use the growing might against Iraq 
should hostilities erupt. 

··~ight after the invasion of Kuwait, we had to hurry, so it was 
a come-as-you-are war,•• a Pentagon source said. ''That was more 
than two -ks ago. Now, ~or us, it'• a do as you please war.•• 

There are numerous political, economic and military decisions 
that WQU~O factlor intG .-ny deeitHon t~ 111ake an all,..out .assa~tU •~--
Iraq. And Aaerican offieials stress that such an attack would be 
highly unlikely unless Iraq instigates hostilities. Complicating 
all planning is Iraq's grasp on some 3,880 American and a total of 
10,000 Western hostages. 

But it is clear from interviews and reviews of u.s. intelligence 
and planning over the past week that such a plan is in place and 
~ing refined virtually daily, as spy satellites, AWACS tracking 
planes and oth•~ intelligence sources provide the latest on Iraqi 
military activities. 

After spending their first week he~e reluctant to diseuse 
contingency plans, many officers in the past week, at several 
command levels, have discuused such plan• privately, if for no 
other rea•~ than to send a signal to Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein. 

''We know when they are loading ;as into their trucks,•• an Army 
colonel said Friday. ··we'll be ~ady if they come, and ready to go 
after them too.•• 

VietnaM-era generals leading the deployment in Saudi Arabia 
favor an overwhelming attack on Iraq if fighting erupts, including 
destruction o~ key governn'lent f'acilities in Baghdad, •Iraqi oil 
field• and •ilitary installations and infrastructure being used to 
resupply Iraqi forces in Kuwait and near Iraq's border with Saudi 
Arabia, according to a number of military sources here. 

Th• e~nd post for the Persian Bulf deployment, Operation 
Desert Shield, has been at the Central Command headquarters in 
Florida, but a makeshift war room is ready to be opened in Saudi 
Arabia within days, allowing the command post to be shifted to 
Saudi Arabia. 

''I came out of one briefing the other day hearing S-52s humming 
in my head,'' one senior officer said this past week. A ~ield 
command•r privy to some of the contingency plans put it this way1 
''The•e guys have decided i~ we go, we go all out, none of this 
halfway bull shit.•• 



The options, according to the o~~iPials1 include bombing runs, 
u .. o~ naval firepower from a battleship and other surfape 
combatants in the Persian Gulf, and even ground forces if necessary 
to knot:k out 'key Iraqi installations and block aupply and 
communications routes. 

American aircraft have been flying 24 hours a day on practice 
missions aftd to counter Iraqi air patrols. And elements of both the 
82nd and 181st Airborne Divisions have been briefed on possible 
Iraqi targets. The 82nd consists of paratroopers, the 101st has 
attack helicopters and can deploy infantry from helicopters as well. 

Mem~rs of the 82nd have been told their division might be 
dropped tftto Iraq or JUSt over its border with Kuwait to cut off 
•upply routes, according to the sources. 

Incredible amounts of u.s. military force continue to pour into 
Saudi ~abia and the waters that •urround the Arabian peninsula. 
For eJCample, the first •hipment• of huge M-1 tanka are JUSt 
offshore and once unload~ will immediately move to forward 
positions in the Saudi desert •• The M-1•, from the Army's 24th 
Infantry Division <Mechanized), JOin Marina M60-A1 tanka already on 
the ground. 

Sacking up the tanks are formidable deployments of tank-fighting 
helicopters, A-10 planes and other heavy weapons stationed in the 
Saudi d•••rt _ ~ at airstrips not even on most maps. These 
strips are well within striking distance of Iraqi targets in both 
Kuw.it and Iraq. 

A ground war against entrenched Iraqi positions in Kuwait would 
be bloody and the air attacks necessary to support the ground 
troops likely would level much of Kuwait. Kuwaiti government 
official•, now living in effective eMile in Sa~di Arabia, have 
implored u.s. officials not to wage s~ch a fight. 

Less bloody, and potentially devastating to the power of Saddam 
Hussein, would be a direct assault on selected Iraqi targets, which 
if suce-ssful would create chaos in the government and choke off 
~ ·~ o¥ ;;eadad •upplt-~_,..infON>e~~~t~nts to th• .tra•i -. ----· ---
forces in Kuwait. 

Air ForQR Jets stationed in Sa~di Arabia and on Navy carriers in 
the Persian Gulf and Red Sea and are within range of Iraqi targets, 
as are F-111 bombers in Turkey and long-range 8-525 from Diego 
Garcia. 

And U.S. officials believe there is enough firepower here to 
still defend Saudi Arabia from any forward attack by the forces in 
Kuwait during sueh an assault on Iraq. 

There are concerns that Iraq would launch chemical-carrying Scud 
mtsstl .. Into Saudi Arabia if the United States moved against Iraqi 
targets. 

But American and Saudi military officials say the missiles 
travel •lowly and that Jets and ground-to-air missile systems 
should be able to destroy them in flight. Saudi officials this week 
confirmed reports that Scud launchers had been moved into Kuwait. 
But an American military intelligence source dispute~ that, while 
saying Scuds stationed in southern Iraq still could reaeh Saudi 
targ.ts. 

From a Military standpoint, a destructive attack on Iraq appears 
the favorite option in the event of hostilitie•. But such a move 
likely would have far-reaching implications on already tum~ltuous 
regional politics •. 

Were Saddam to survive such an assault with his power intact, 
Saudi officials say they likely would need an eJCtendad U.S. or 
United Nations military commitment to dater revenge. 

''He is a madman now,'' a Saudi official said Friday. 
''Defeated, he would be deranged.'' 

Some representatives of the Saudi and u.s. government believe an 
aJCtended, perhaps permanent, American military presence will be 
_ .............. ,_ .... ____ .... , __ ~ -1/11 &. ... _ - .. ·--MD ,..,,. •""e _ .. ,~ .. ~-



A Western diplomat in Saudi Arabia ~autioned that any a•5ault 
that seve~ly damaged Iraq might hurt U.S. inte~st• in the region 
even if Baddam lost power. 

''The Unit~d States put up with shenanigans from Iraq all during 
the Iran-Iraq war be~ause of worries about Iran,•• said the 
diplomat, who spoke on the condition he not be identified further. 
''Iran is still there, and the whole fa~e of the Middle East is 
~hanging becau .. of the currwnt situation •••• The last thing the 
United Stat.- needs is another bitter enemy around hera.•• 
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(RO) SAUDI ~RAilA - Saudi troops and ta~ks were due in erd pointed 
north Satur1a1 in the first line of defense of th!ir desert klntdn~.<IT>[PAR] 
<HO)The tanks 1ainted ln desert camoufla~e were tu~ied in th~ rocky ~and 
~ith onl; the turrets showinL• ~undreds of trucks, jeepsj water tankers 
ani other vehicles coul~ be seen on the horizon.<IT)[PAR 
<P.o> r "J 
You've ~ot to break the sha~e and cut the 
s~lr.e>, [ '] satd a saudi hel1co1Jter pilot, e,:pl!ininr hn\' the rarr.ouflat~ed 
tarps were drapped over the armored vPhicles to ~ida them.<IT>[PAR) 
<RO)On Saturday the Saudi ~overn~ant for the first time took foreign 
journalists to meet Sau~i tro~rs near the torder with Iraq and only 18 
~iles from occupied Ku~ait. The Saudis were joined there by troops fro~ 
tra l'ersian Culf states, '~'t;y,t~t, f'loroccl'l and other cour.tries.<IT>(r~R] 
(RO)These Arab troops ~nuld be the first to face an invading Iraqi force. 
Th,ucaads of u.s. troops were positioned dee~er inside Sauri ratla.(IT)[PAR] 
CRO)The commander of the Saudi and other Arab fo~cas, a soft-spoken man 
with ;.ou,les for the sand, spoke 1!'. a bri 1;htly colored tent with red, 
blue and green oriental rq~s.<1T>(FAR1 
(E0)[''1 
r·~ 6lad that you came at this time of day because it ls the hottest 
~~int and you can see \'hat it is llka to be a 
soldier,['') the major ceneral told his guests.<IT>[PARl 
<•o>Life for a Saudi soldier "e(lns at 4:~e a.m. Their \'Orkday is 
iLterrupted five times for prayer. They kneel and touch th~ir heads to 
the bot ~round amon~ sandta!s formed i~ a 
(")V["J 
and pointed toward the holy city of Mecca.(Tt>(PAR) 

<FO) r' '1 
If you tet really thirsty you can put a rock u~der your 
tongue,[''; sug~ested a Saudi colonel, sitting cross-leg~ed on the flo~r 
of' his tent.<IT)[PAP.] 
(itO) (' '] 
The mericans realize it is a difficult 
c11!'1ate,[") the colonel said. 
['')The scor~hons and snakes c~me out this t1~e of 
;ear.['']The HeaT was intense, and the sand on the horilon ~h\m!'1ered so 
that lt looked like silver water. The wind whipped up colu~rs ~r ~a!'d 
the troops called 
["]dust 
devils ( "] or 
r "hand 
ghosts!'') until even1n~ when t~a sun finally set in a red b~Jl.<lT>[PAR) 
<RO)!he !rat forces were joi~ed in the desert ty troops fro~ ru~att, whose 
countri vas invaded Aug, 2 by Iraq.<lT)(PAR) • 
<&O>Asked if they were rea~y to f1~ht, a Kuwaiti soldier eratbed hi! rifle, 
waved it in the air and said, 
[ ")Fi~ht? No problem, No 
problem,['')<IT)(PAR] 
<RO)Moroc~an troo~s did not ap~ear as well e~uipd as the Saudas. One of 
their tents ~as ~rapped up b¥ a shoval, "nd the floor was c~veed n~t 

tith ruLs but with cardboerd.<IT>[PAR] 
~l!O')'f'kPAtftr"'i'dqn,dlar ~~~ 1 ~he 2.200 E11:t'Pt1an trooJ'S, Col. Hdulrahel" Al-Saeed, 
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saia of his men, ----· - -- ---- .. 
['']Morale is high because the holy places are here and they are very 
•illin, to fi~ht with their Sauai 
br~thers.['']<IT)(PAR] 
<PO)Asked if Ir~q could 'e driven fro~ ~uwA1t w1thoup e war, the ~~ypt1en 
:oM!r:andeor said, 
['']I hope 
so.["]END 

(END) 

• 

. ....... ..,.._. 



DoD NATIONAL MEDIA POOL 
REPORT 90-1-73 
~It'KO'f tilo OASD(PA) AT n:,., ... ..,. 

This is Defense Department Pool Report No. -· Must be 
fazed to Pentagon, 693-6853. Written and filed by Jim Adams, 
Reuters. 

u.s. officials are downplaying the danger of an Iraq 
chemical attack or other warfare that would endager American 
civilians in Saudi Arabia even if war with Iraq were to break 
out, Western soureee said Sunday. 

They said that vas why the State Department hAd not issued 
a warning for American worker• to leave Saudi Arabia despite 
pressure from workers who say such an official warning would be 
required for thea to leave without losing their jobs. 

One of the sources said Iraqi President Saddam Hussein ia 
unlikely to launch a chemical attack on Saudi Arabia because 
Iraq should know that u.s. forces would retaliate by destroying 
ita ability to wage further war. 

"Iraqis should know that if they send in one missile, they 
would lose their war-making capability,• be said. 

Another of the sources said u.s. and Saudi planes would be 
able to block Iraq planes trying to drop chemical bombs in 
Saudi Arabia and there would be hours of warning time if Iraq 
tried to load, fuel and fire Soviet-made Scud missile with 
chemical warheads into Saudi Arabia. 

Be said u.s. soldiers close to the border could be in 
danger of an artillery chemical attack but the artillery could 
not hit civilians in Saudi Arabia cities which are 200 miles or 
more from the border. 

"I think there ia a greater danger of being hit by a bus in 
Rhobar (a popular shoppinq city) thAn by a chemical -apon, • he 
said. 

u.s. officials do not believe an Iraqi land invasion could 
get as far as the cities where most American civilians live, 
but if that became a danger u.s. forces would have time to 
evacuate Americans, the sources said. 

The Western sources, speaking on condition they be 
identified that way, said some American employees in Saudi 
Arabia have told U.S. officials that they cannot leave their 
jobs and get them back later unless the State Department issues 
a strong warning that Americans should leave. 

The State Department advisory in effect does not advise 
U.S. government employees or other Americans to leave but does 
say their families should eonsider leaving and that Americans 
should avoid non-essential travel to Saudi Arabia. 

The u.s. officials are willing to help any American qet out 
of the country quickly but are advising them that Saudi 
companies "have long memories• and probably would not 9ive them 
their jobs back later, the sources said. 

They said the u.s. officials know that a few Americans say 
they are being held hoataqe to force them to stay in Saudi 
Arabia to help maintain oil production and other key jobs. 

But the sources said the u.s. officials are not colluding 
with the Saudi companies to make American workers stay in Saudi 
Arabia. They said the· State Department has not issued a 
stronqer warning for Americans to leave only because they 
believe no such warning is justified. 

U.S. and Saudi officials are consulting on allowinq 
Americana to obtain Saudi exit visas so they could leave 
immediately if they saw danger rather than having to wait up to 
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two weak• to obtain exit viaaa, the aourcea aaid. 
They aaid •ome companiea in Saudi Arabia might oppose that 

•tap, however, becauae it would reduce their ability to depend 
on the American• •hewing up for work. 

Aramco, a Saudi-owned oil giant, employs about 3,000 of the 
12,000 Americans who lived in Saudi Arabia before Iraq invaded 
Kuwait Aug. 2. The sources said about one-third of the 12,000 
American were on vacation at the time of the invasion and about 
2,500 family members have left, so about 5,500 American 
civilian& remain in the country. 

They work for a number of large Saudi campania• in addition 
to Aramco and for u.s. companiea including the 
McDonnell-Douglas Aircraft Co. 

In another development Sunday, the general in charge of the 
u.s. military buildup in Saudi Arabia aaid it was the biggeat 
•ingle u.s. military sea and air operation since world war II 
and waa not yet completed. 

Maj.-Gen. Gu• Pagoni•, commander of loqiatica for u.s. 
forces in Saudia Arabai •aid hundreds of plane loads of troops 
and equipment have arrived so far, an average 50 a day. 

"How much more will depend on the amount of force that's 
been agreed to by the Pre•ident (PreBident Bush) as well as the 
king of Saudi Arabia (King Fahd)," he aaid. 

"I can't give you a apecific,• he said. "l know that our 
forcee are growing rapidly, our combat power ie growing rapidly 
and we're all here now to eustain it for as long as necessary · 
to bring the forces in,• the general aaid. 
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2·5 AU6 1990 :z. Ple••e fax imme;;t.iatel'ol to Pe-te 
w1lltams <i't tne ?ent•s~n. 2e2-6~3-6853, You can ~se as soon as i't 1$ rel&a$ed. 

Th1s pool repor~ was repor~ed •nd wr1tten b~ FranK A~Kofer o+ Tne 
~ilwa~kee Journal. 

Hi;h Abo~• Sa~ol"Ara~ia--I~ is 6:30 a.m. af~er a n1;nt o~ quiet, and 
suddenl'ol tnwre's • j~mole of voices in 'th~ neadsa~s. 

•It looks va!1d. Cominv sou~h in Kuwait. All l can ~all ~ou now is 1~ 
looks lika a nign-parfor•ance aircraft.• . 

The team •board ~he ~WACS surveillance plane ti~htens up, Pa'olins close 
·~~ention to •~erw detail as the Iraqi plane streaks toward tne border with 

· Scu.cli 411r•o i a. 
•There's no ~ighters too ~lose to nim,•.a ~oice saws. "He can bust tne 

oordar.• 
Bu.t wttnin a aa~~er o~ seconds, tne surveilJance o~ficer and his 

technicians, along with ~he senior weapons dir•ctor end his craw, have not onl'ol 
located and tracKed the Iraqi plane, but also nave positioned an American 
fi;nter wi~htn strlkin~ distance. 

•Another one's comin;,• a voice sa~s. "Fellas, tha'ol're up pla'ol1n; ;ames 
now." 

Sitting in ~ront of the situation displa~ console, wnicn looks something 
!ika a 17-incn color television sc~ean set ve~~icall'olo is tne mission ere~ 
comMander, Lt. Co!. Laszlo "Skosh" BaKon~i, 4e, of Austin, Tex. Born in ~ungar~, 
ne is a natu.~alizec American citi~en. ~ 

At tnis momen~ on s~ndaw morning, he is in comple~e control o~ tne 
Boeing 707 AWACS, ~hien is wnat Am6rican ana Saudi Arabian forces here u.se to 
~aeP an e~e on Ir•q and Kuwa1t. 

He watcne$ the screen 1ntentl~ as he orchestra~•• tne defense against 
~ossible nostile act:on. , 

8akon~i doesn't have to sa~ much. Ever.., memoer of the crew is hi~nl'ol 
~ra1neo anc +•m1liar w1~n the task a~ nana. Tne~ report to each o~ner constantl~ . 
.:.ver tne raoio. 

As tne Iraqi pianQS approach, one o~ the surveillance ~echnicians 
~eports tna~ ~he~ apparentl~ nave penet~ated the the Saudi Arabian oorder. BuT. 
aaKon..,i sa'ols it'$ not certain. end he determines that th&'ol don't appear ~o have 
an'ol host1le intent. 

"The'ol Just like to ;;:~uke tne border," ha sa~;;:. (• 
"l~ appears ti'oe'ol'~• coming down and tnen turn1n9 back nor:,II:Mo" • voic:e 

3ia'o1$ in the headset. 
"Tnat's awfullW v•ntlemanlw of tnem,• another re~lies. 
Soon tne !raqi planes have gone bac:k nome to Jharna Airfield 1n Ku~illt• 

and tne AWACS crew goes back,to watching and waitini at 'tMeir 5creens. 
!t was an incident, b~t not an uncommon one. The I~aqis don't fl'ol muc:n, 

cut when ~he'ol do it's ~~uall~ ~nis scenario. 
The AWACS is a sopnistic•te~, ~omputer-oP•rated surweillance Plane, 

~!stin~uisn~c b~ the g1ant radar pod over 1ts fus•laie. This ~- tne 4irst time 
t 1~ nas ceen visitea ow Americ•n Journ•lists in • pote~tial com~at situa~ion. t The A:.iACS, or E-: as 1ts people call it, 1s 'tWie first ltt'le of defense 
f~or ~he ~orces of tne Unitea St•tes •nd other ~o~nt~ies ~nat nave co•• nere to 
l ~e-renc Saudi A~abia 8'ijl;tln:!lt'frc"'':!l S;tddam tiussa1n. 
! Tn1s airplane not onl~ can spo~ •n'ol aircraft that pops up in Iraq o~ 
l ~uwai~, it can marsncl and control ~n• •tr de~enses •gain;;:t them. · 
, !" an all-~uT. war, Bakon'oll sa'olso thls one AWACS ~ould track tne •n•m~ t ;tnd co-ordinate 2ee ~o 309 Ame~ican; Saudi and British warplanas on offensive 
rand oefensiv• missions a~•it'lst the .. I~a~ts.-• -
t 
• 



TnouQn 1t is des•;nvd ~o de~e~t ~ir~ra~t. the ~WACS ts so sensitive lt 
can pick up a spe~din; au~omobile on a hl;hwa~ five m1les ~elow. 

•These fisnters ~hat ~re screaming elons arv eas~ meat for u~.· sa~~ 
>taff Sgt. Nick Kropp, 31, of G&neseo, Ill., one of tne surveillance 
techni~ians, -' Even so, seconas ~ount, and ~ne •urveillance team works repidl~ to tra~ 
and identi•Y ~n~thins they.spot. 

•we assume "the worst ;;nd set up as liv.eh," Kropp says, 
The Am&ri~an ~WACS crews ;;re the most experienced troops her& 1n Sauoi 

~r;;~ia. For ;;lmost 10 years, until April of 19e9, us AWACS planes flew 24 nourz 
a dew here in Saudi Araoi;;, •~coroin; ~o Lt. Col. Don Fowler, 46, of Wn1tesooro 
Tex., another m1ssion control comm;;nder, 

Tho!! ~meric:an5 work c:lo~elw Wltn S~udi ~WAC's Plilroes ;;no c:rews, Or. this 
mission, the Amer~~an Pl~ne rePlaces a S~ud1 AWACS in the sk~, ;;r.o tnere are two 
S;;uois in ~he us c:rew. 

One 1S ;; m!ss1on ~ontroi commander, Lt. Col, Sulem~n Musall;;m, 40, of 
6~ssim. The o~er is a weapons d!rec:tcr, F1rst Lt. Malih Als;;nli, 28, of Rl~adn, 
who sit• ri;nt next ~o Flrst Lt. Sharon F. M;;nan, 26, of Miami, Fl~. 

On this
1
m1ss1on, Mah~n is responslble for ~he CAP, or comb~t air pa~ro:. 

These ~re th~ fignter planes--Sa~dio &ritish and Am~~~~ar.--tnat are in tho!! sky 
to prote~t ~ne AWACS plan&. · 

In ~he event of an att•c~. M;;n~n ;;nd tne o~ner weaPons directors would 
send tne +~gnt~rs o~+ to shoot down the enero~. At th~ seme time, the AWACS, 
whic:h is res~rded as a "high v~lue ~sset,• wo~ld move o~~ o~ harm's waw 1f 
thre;;tened. 

Th& e~sw wa~ ~o understana an AWACS pl~ne, Bai:on~i •~ws, is to tnink of 
it as ~n a1rpor~ ~ir ~ra~•ic c:on~rol s~stem 11'1 ~ho!! sky--b~t with one di.ferenc~. 

"Air ~r~ffic con~rol ke~P• ~lrpl;;nes aPart,• ne swld. "Our job 1S to pu~ 
thelll together." 

The breins of ~he AWACS is a 9jant ~omPut&ro which has roughl~ th& same 
power •• 199 home ~omputers. Ther~ ar& eight gene~~tors to r~n ~hat ano the 15 
situ~tion di~Pl~w ~onsoles, alon; ·witn th& ~•dar and the other equiPment, 
incl~din; ~ommun1c~~1ons links with ~ll the US for~es here. Eac:h eener;;tor coula 
power ;; saell city. 

This mi•sion, whic:h runs all night ;;nd includes two air-tO-alr 
refuelings, ~ets off ~o a rockw sta~t wnen the No. 3 ;ener~tor b~lks. Tne crew 
successfulw bwpasses lt 1 but then the +irst KC-13S ~anker doesn't show uP where 
it's supposed to be. 

~nothe~ tanker is s~ram~led and i~ soon join~ ~ne AWACS high in the skw. 
But for so•~ re;;son, its autOPilot is not working, 100 the KC-133 Pilot and the 
~WACS pilot, Capt, Sill Shinners. 30, of Milwaukee, aus~ +1~ DW ~he •~~t of 
their pants curins tne dark ano aelicate maneuver--the Most can;ero~s th1n9 the 
AWACS aoes. 

After one false stwrt, Shinner• works the AWACS up under ~he KC-13~, 
wnich looks like a g1ant science-fiction insec:t nover1ng overhead, and suc:ks 1n 
7,268 gallons of g~soline in nine minutes. 

Lete~. w1~n Cap~. Mikw ~olf, 39, o+ Los ~ngeles, .~~he ~on~rcls, ~ne 
~~ACS take~ on anotner 12 1 980 ;~llons in 21 min~tes to carrw it tnrou9h ~he wno 
oi-· its mission. 

- The rest of the 
AWACS pl~ne~ here--o~th 
gut~ in ~~. sk~, with a 
fn•·ll i es oac k nome: 

Not to wo~rw. 

sortiw 1s mostlw uneventful. aut ~his ~no th& other 
Ameri~;;n ~no S~udi Ar~bian--w•ll eontinu~ their sentrw 
simple message for ~he troops here as wwll as their 
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:<no> SAUDI ARA'RIA - A~erican women soldiers have become pioneers in this 
'esert kintdom, doing th1n~s ~nd eoinl places that always had been off 
•limits to women .(IT) [PAR] 
~RO> The A~erican vo~en bardly feel like pinneers, however, and some 
~esent bein~ sent to ~ countrl where they are allowed to die in battle 
~ut not to wear t-shirts~CI!)[PAR] 
·(RO) _ . 
!!f"1The thlnt that ;;·o-thers 11'e is that we are over here to defend their 
~ollntry, but thet don't -want females becau'ie it han 1uu1t to Arab 
teu1 ture, [ "J 
f'Said a youn~ woman who is a lieutenant with the Army's 18th Airbnrne 
~Cor~s. <IT> [PAR) 
1I<RO> 
~r'']rnrty percent of my unit ere women, but they are not supposed to drive 
;'in the ci t1es or wear t-
shlrts, ["1 she said .(IT)[PAR] 

-<RO> Another woman of't'icer sa ld, 
:{''llf I were stationed over here permanently, I would do everythin~ I 
~conld to 9onfor~ with their customsJ but the American military means 
~omen. We ve tot a Jot to do, and I m coin¥ to do 
:it.{")(IT)[PAR] 
[~!~~ot h!t:ven percent of tbe u.s. armed forces are wome". Althoqch they 

. ( "1 en mba t [ "] 
position~. the modern battlefield has no front line and the women 

carry r.as masks, rifles an~ sidearms just like the men do,(IT>[PARJ 
·<RO> They have landed in a country wherP. men and women are segregated 1n 
pu~lic, with separate sections on buses and 1~ restaurants. Saudi women 
.look like ravens, dra~ped in black robes with black veils and evP.n long 
·black £loves, despite temperatures of 1~ de,:rees.<IT>[PAR] 
!(RO> Riding in a bus across a remote air strip, Air rorce Capt. Jecky 
;'colaw said, 
, f'']It's prettr good out here because there are no Saudi~.<IT>(PAR] 
(RO} 

'('']We can driye trucks and do whet we want. We still try to conforr with 
'local customs, end we try to keep our shirts 
ton,[''] Colaw said,(IT)[PAR) 
'(RO> 
t ['']The only thing you can't do is wear shorts and t-shirts outside the 
i,compound, [ • '] 
~ said Colaw, one of atout i50 women who maintain Jets, handle supplies 
_and load missiles with the !54th !actical Fighter Ving•from Myrtle 
~!each, S.C,(IT)[PAR] 
f~RO> Colaw ~oked that the lack of contact vith Saudi women- ~ost 
:soldiers haven t seen a sinele one end the men probably never will 
~:s:~-ealt to one - will boost the <NO>populari ty <RO>or the women soldiers in the 
lll!'anks, (I!) [PAR) 
-~. RO) ["]We '11 
·4eek,[''] 

r 
~ 
~-

bave to shoot the men off after a 
Colaw said.(IT)(PAR] 
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<RO>. Her commander, Col, Sandy Sharp, sald, 
['']We have respected their customs, and we will co~t1nue to do so. It 1s 
something of a problem for the ladies.<IT>[PAR1 
<RO) 
('']We keep them in uniform most of the 

i time,["] Sharp said • 
• ('')If they are in civilia~ clothes, th@y shnuld cover their legs and wear 
'· more clothes than the beat rri~llt suc;t;est.<IT>[PAR1 

<RO) 
['']As lon~ as they are in military uniform, they are military members and 
our hosts understand 
that,[") Sherll said,(IT)(PAR] 
<RO> A Western di~lornat here said, 
['']Saudi women are veiled and out of sight, and in the vtew of some 

; Saudis, Western women ought to be, too, and especially not driv\ng 
vehicles and going to major ~overnment insltitutions.<IT>[PAR] 
<RO> . 
['']The ~osition of the u.s. military is that you ta~e them as a 
package,[''] the diplomat said. 
['')They are not foing to change the way they do business because of local 
sensitivities.['' 
<IT> (PAR) 
<RO) In fact, American servicewomen have already broken down barriers 
that Saudi women and female diplomats had not crossed.(IT>[PAR) 
<RO> No women can drive here and ,ingle women are not even ~upposed to 
ride in the front seat with a man, ~ut it is common to see American 
servicevom~n driving on bases.<IT)(PAR) 
(RO) Women assigned to the u.s. embassy here had not even been inside 
the Saudi military headquarters for a visit, but nov women soldiers are 
working thmre.<IT>[PAR1 . 
<RO) 
('']It's a learning ~rnce~s on both sides, said ~ir Force Chief Master 
Sgt. James Cbal~ers.<IT)[PAR) 
(RO) 
('']We explain to our woMen what the custo~s are so they know where they 
stand. The Saudis have ~estions. They were surprised that the sirls are 
turnin~ wrenches and changing tires just liKe the 
men.(' ](IT>(PAR) 
<RO> In some cases, Saudi men are working alongside American women with 
no problems.<IT>[PAR) 
<RO> Saudi and American crews have been flying AWACS radar planes 
together for eight years, althou6h American women still are not allowed 
aboard the Saudi planes.<IT)[PARJ 
<RO) 
('')I wouldn't want to go on a Saudi 

• 

plane,[") said one fell'ale sereeant. 
L'')Thel sometimes just sit and stare at 
you.(''](lT>[PAR] 
<RO> The <NO>AWACs <RO>crews tell of the ti~e a Saudi businessman offered a 

Ill 41 e 
r crewmell'ter $500,000 for a female crewmembar,(IT>[PAR] 
' <RO> And some walls still have not come down.<IT>(PAR] 
t (RO> Reporters allowed on an AWACS flight saw Saudi men working 

comfortably on radar screens alongside American women.<IT>[PAR] 
(RO> Uter the flisht,- a Saudi officer invited everyone for lunch at the 

(MORE) 

AUG 21 '90 12:45 
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palatial Saudi officers club. At the gate, u.s. Air Force 
~·Christine Queen stepped out of the car so the rest of the 
; ~en - could go inside the wale-only club.CIT>[PAR) 
f CRO)end (END) 

• 
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. D.C. Z0301-1400 
' 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS AUG 2 o tml 

MEMORANDUM FOR PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER, U.S. EUROPEAN COMMAND 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER, U.S. ATLANTIC COMMAND 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER, U.S. SOUTHERN COMMAND 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER, U.S. PACIFIC COMMAND 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER, U.S. CENTRAL COMMAND 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER, U.S. SPECIAL OPERATIONS COMMAND 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER, U.S. TRANSPORTATION COMMAND 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER, FORCES COMMAND 

SUBJECT: Navy Exercise Media Pool After Action Report 

During a recent Battle Group Ev~J :Jation cond•1cted by the Third 
Fleet in the PACOM AOR, a group of Navy journalists was used to simu
late the DoD National Media Pool. The resulting media pool exercise 
proved beneficial to both the public affairs personnel and operators 
who would have been dealing with the real pool had it been deployed. I 
am forwarding a copy of the Third Fleet After Action Report on the 
exercise for your information and use in planning similar events in 
your area. 

This is an excell~nt example of a concerted effort to exercise our 
media pool planning in anticipation of a real-world deployment of the 
pool. I salute the effort and encourage each of you to plan and 
execute such exercises in your own respective areas. Please keep me 
posted of the results, as I continue to monitor efforts to improve our 
ability to deploy the DoD National Media Pool. 

Attachment: 
As stated 

-

~~ 
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20301·1400 

PUBL.IC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Osama Nugali 
Acting Director, Saudi Arabia Information Office 
Embassy of Saudi Arabia 
601 New Hampshire Avenue, NW 
District of Columbia 20037 

Dear Mr. Nugali, 

2 4 AUG 199Q 

I would like to take this opportunity to convey my apprecia
tion for the excellent relationship that we have enjoyed when 
working with you and your staff on matters of mutual interest. 
The spirit of cooperation manifested in our relationship gives me 
great confidence that the efforts of our two countries will 
ultimately be successful in achieving our mutual goal. 

I am forwarding to you a memorandum which we received from 
Captain Michael T. Sherman, U.S. Navy, the Chief of the United 
States Central Command Joint Information Bureau in Dhahran. In 
this memorandum, he indicates that he was advised by Mr. Shaheen 
to request your assistance in obtaining visas for eight journal
ists in the United States and one American journalist now located 
in London. 

I would appreciate any assistance you may be able to provide 
in obtaining these visas. 

Please do not hesitate to let me know if we may be of fur
ther assistance. 

Attachment 
As stated 

-

Sincerely, 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 
Public Affairs 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20301-1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 2 4 AUG 1990 

MEMORANDUM FOR DOD NATIONAL MEDIA POOL BUREAU CHIEFS 

SUBJECT: DoD National Media Pool 

The DoD National Media Pool will be disbanded effective 1700 
EDT, 26 August 1990. Members of the pool will be offered 
transportation back to CONUS via military airlift to occur within 
72 hours of termination of the pool. Those who wish to remain in 
Saudi Arabia may do so if they obtain host nation approval. 
Those who remain in Saudi Arabia will assume responsibility for 
arranging and paying for their return transportation to the U.S. 
via commercial means. All pool members should be informed of 
this stipulation. 

The CNN contract uplink equipment and associated technicians 
will remain in country under the umbrella of a DoD/CENTCOM pool 
uplink facility. Those personnel and equipment will remain 
eligible for DoD return transportation to CONUS once their pool 
status is terminated by OASD(PA). 

The current DoD National Media Pool is the largest, most 
ambitious pool deployment yet. It has performed well, and those 
involved are commended for a job well done. 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary 01 DefenH 
I Public Affaira) 



DATE: 23 Aug 90 

SUBJECI': Media Pool Material Distribution Dispute 

1. PROBLEM: Greg Mathison of MAI News Photography Agency has infonned us that 
as many as eight (8) representatives of Photo agencies will be at 23 August DoD press 
conference to ask Mr. Williams why they can't share in the pool and why Time is being 
pennitted to embargo their photos and reselling them to other magazines. 

2. DISCUSSION: Mathison claims the following: 

a. Dennis Brack of Time (member of DoD pool) did not provide his photos free to 
Newsweek and U.S. News as required by the pool rules, but sold the photos to those 
magazines for $6000.00. (We have not confirmed this with Newsweek or U.S. News.) 

b. Time magazine is not turning all photos taken by Brack over to the other pool news 
magazines, but is holding some back and selling those through the Time photo service. This is 
unfair trade practice vis a vis the photo agencies and suppons their argument to be pan of 
the pool. 

c. The photo agencies are going to attend the news brief on Thursday to raise this 
issue with Mr. Williams. 

d. The photo agencies may decide to join in taking legal measures against the Depan
ment of Defense because the DoD is restraining their trade. 

e. Bruce Russell of REUTERS tells us there was a meeting between the news magazines 
and the photo agencies in New York yesterday to discuss this issue. Apparently nothing was 
resolved. 

f. In June we sent out letters to pool members to request their comments on a change 
to pool rules which states that pool products are to be shared with all media, not just those 
on the pool. So far we have received 10 written responses supponing the change. We have 
received 3 negative responses (called in from Time, Newsweek and U.S. News) disagreeing with 
the proposed change. 

3. RECOMMENDATION: The foiling response (coordinated with LCDR Hanung via 
telephone) is recommended if the question is raised at the press brief: 

The Hoffman report recommended that tbe "ASD(P A) 

should ... require all pool participant organizations ·· whether 

print, still photo, TV or radio ·· to share all pool products with 

all elements of the news industry. Pool participants must 



, 
... 

' . 

understand they represent the entire industry. Any pool partici 

pant refusing to share with all legitimate requestors should be . 

dropped from the pool and replaced by another organization that 

agrees to abide by time honored pool practices." 

We are evaluating this recommendation and in June sent a 

letter to pool members asking for comments about a proposed 

change to the ground rules in this area. Forty-five letters were 

sent. As of today we have received 10 written and 3 verbal 

responses. As yet there is no clear consensus as to the recom

mendation, we will continue to work on it. 

Note: Office of the General Counsel (Kathy Peluso - 7-2714) recommends that if anyone 
mentions the possibility of a law suit on this issue, the following answer is appropriate: 

I will not comment on any potential litigation where the Depart
ment of Defense may be a party. 

LTC Harke/3-1073 
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PU8l..IC All"~ AIRS 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF" DEF"EN,SE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301·1400 

-a. AU& \990 

SUBJECT: Amendm~nt of DoD Media Pool Travel Authorization and 
Orders 

TO: Individuals Concerned 

So much of DoD National Media Pool Travel Authorization and 
Orders No 90-1, dated 12 Aug pertaining to the individuals listed 
at Attachment 1 is hereby amended ,as follows: 

AS READS: "during the period 12-26 Aug 90". 

IS AMENDED TO READ: "during the period 12 Aug - 1 Sep 90". 

REQUESTED: APPROVED: 

;Ja."'~ePt.J.~ 
~Peter Alexandrakos 
~- Colonel, U.S. Air Force 

Director for Plans 

Robert W. Taylor 
Deputy Assistant Secretary 

of Defense (Public Affairs) 
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Frank Aukofer' 

Jay Petersell 

Peter Coleland 

Martin Jeong 

Al Levin 

• 

Attachment 1 

Milwaukee Journal 

Time 

Scripps Howard 

UPI 

CNN 

• 

** TOTAL PAGE.0D3 ** 



~EMORANDUM FOR CAPTAIN WILDERMUTH- RIYADH 
INFO CAPTAIN SHERMAN- DHAHRAN 

SUBJECT: Media Pool Composition 

30AUG90 

In reference to our conversation about media pools earlier today, CJCS message DTG 
182305Z MAY 90 provides the moSt current infonnation about the procedures and require
ments for contingency media pools. While it focuses on the DoD National Media Pool, most 
of the guidance also applies to regional pools. 

Although open media coverage has been established in Saudia Arabia, a regional pool may 
still be needed in order to get media into an operational area should hostirrties ocx:ur. 
Therefore, we recommend you develop plans to very quickly establish and deploy a regional 
pool to cover such contingencies. 

Since any pool you create would be from the large media contingent already in theatre, you 
should be able to tailor your pool to provide excellent area and unit coverage. Based on our 
experience with DoD pools, we recommend you ensure all types of media organizations (e.g., 
TV, radio, wires, etc.) are represented in the pool. That pool would then be divided into smaller 
subpools to be deployed to areas of activity or anticipated activity throughout the theatre. 
Then, as the situation develops, the subpools would file their stories which, collectively, would 
provide coverage of the overall operation. 

Although in the DoD pool not all types of media are expected to be in each subpool, regional 
pools are less restrictive and, depending on available transportation, each subpool should 
contain at a minimum TV, radio, print, and a photograph representation. 

Another issue facing you is the large contingent of international media They too should be 
factored into the coverage. The exact composition is situational based upon numbers present 
and transportation available. 

I hope this helps. It's a challenge, but a necessary one in order to be ready for all eventuali
ties. 

~I 



6 September 1990 

DOD NATIONAL MEDIA POOL DEPLOYMENT 
OPERATION DESERT SHIELD 

To provide media coverage of Operation DESERT SHIELD, the 
DoD National Media Pool was deployed from Washington on August 
12, 1990. The pool travelled to MacDill Air Force Base in Tampa, 
Florida, and was briefed by the CINC about the ongoing operation. 
The group then travelled via military aircraft to King Abdul Aziz 
Air Base in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, to cover the ongoing deploy
ment of U.S. Forces in support of Desert Shield. 

The pool covered all aspects of the deployment including the 
arrival of various Army, Air Force and Marine Corps units: the 
arrival of equipment and material; and saudi military participa
tion in the operation. Additionally, pool members covered naval 
operations in the Persian Gulf, participated in an operational 
AWACS mission, and spent several nights in the field with forward 
deployed U.S. troops. 

Once a sufficient independent (non-pool) media presence was 
established in the area to ensure continued coverage of u.s. 
military activities, the DoD National Media Pool was disbanded at 
5 p.m. EST, August 26, 1990. Only two media pool members chose 
to return, however; the remainder chose to remain in saudi Arabia 
to continue coverage of DESERT SHIELD. 

current coverage of ongoing activities is being facilitated 
by a Joint Information Bureau in Riyadh and a Combined/Joint 
Information Bureau in Dhahran, operated in conjunction with the 
Saudi Arabian government. The current media presence, including 
both u.s. and international press, is approximately 400, a number 
that continues to grow daily. coverage of ongoing activities is 
being facilitated through "media opportunities" that are avail
able on a sign-up basis. Individual assistance for special 
projects is provided to U.S. media only. While there is no 
censorship of media in Saudi Arabia, ground rules that protect 
the operational security of our troops are voluntarily adhered to 
by media on scene. 

The DoD National Media Pool for Operation DESERT SHIELD consisted 
of the following organizations: 

Associated Press 
United Press International 
Reuters 
CNN 
National Public Radio 
Time 
Los Angeles Times 
Scripps-Howard Newspapers 
Milwaukee Journal 



MEMORANDUM FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

THROUGH DIRECTOR FOR PLANS ~ 
(PUBLIC AFFAIRS) 

2 3 OCT \O~Q 
SUBJECT: Anticipated Media Complaint on Chairman's Visit To 

Saudi Arabia 

I received a telephone call from Commander David Knox (CCPA) 
in Riyadh at 0900 23 Oct 90 providing a "heads up" on anticipated 
media complaints regarding "unfair" access given to ABC TV during 
the Chairman's visit there. Commander Knox's report is as fol
lows: 

"Upon· arrival, the Chairman informed CCPA that he wanted no 
scheduled media opportunities, but if something were to come up, 
the PAO could feel free to take whatever media happened to be 
available in the city along to cover it without pooling the 
media. The JIB at Dhahran put out a somewhat conflicting notice 
saying that there would be "no media opportunities at all." ABC 
TV asked to co.ver the Chairman's visit and was told "there are no 
scheduled opportunities." ABC, however, sent a team in anyhow on 
the chance that something might come up, even though there were 
no scheduled opportunities. An opportunity did, in fact, come up 
and ABC was taken out to cover it. They took a risk and it paid 
off. They were told their coverage could be considered "unilat
eral." A tape of that coverage is now on the way back to the 
states. Meanwhile, Joe Albright of Cox Newspapers also came on 
the chance that he might get an opportunity and was set up for a 
6 a.m. interview.with the Chairman. However, he pooled the 
results of his interview. The result is that all the rest of the 
media at Dhahran are very angry and plan to make calls to Wash
ington, D. C. to protest what they consider to have been unfair 
access granted to ABC. Deborah Amos of NPR has stated she will 
telephone Pete Williams to complain. Also, Mr. Alacastro of NBC 
plans to complain. Meanwhile, the Albright pool report is in the 
hands of the rest of the media and the combat camera team got 5 
or 10 minutes footage of the General shaking hands and talking 
with the troops. The question which Captain Wildermuth asked 
Commander Knox to relay to ASD(PA) is, "Is there any reason CCPA 
must require ABC to pool their report since the only advantage 
they had was to take a risk to come up when there was nothing 
scheduled?" 

Wh~ !JJOVId 7 

4iB r'-
..-----

~16~ 
Jerry R. Harke 
Lieutenant Colonel, u. S. Army 
Plans Officer 
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08/2[l/1990 10:40 SRN DIEGO TRIBUNE NEWS*** 619 299 7520 

SAN DIEGO~TRIBUNE 

August 20, 1990 

Mr. Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs 
Department of Defense 
'l'he Pentagon 
Washington, DC 

Dear Mr. Williams: 

P.02 

I am asking the Pentagon to include Tribune military 
writer Jim Michaels in the next press pool being arranged to 
tour U. S. Military operations in Saudi Arabia or naval 
operations in the Persian Gulf. 

Mr. Michaels is already in Dubai, awaiting permission 
to join naval forces in the gulf or to enter Saudi Arabia. He 
has been in contact with officials at the u. s. consulate 
there, who suggested this letter. He is ready to go virtually 
within minutes of a final approval. 

In the interest of geographical balance among the pool/ 
reporters, and given the presence of many san Piego-based, 
ships and Marines in the area, I think there would be little1 

question about the validity of letting Michaels join the pool// 

I am hoping you will grant this request. 

CL:tbs 

Carl Larsen 
Metro Editor 

350 CAMINO DE LA R~INA P.O. BOX 191 SAN DIEGO. CA. 92112·4100 PH. (619) 299 3131 

• c .... fl klo...p.p. 
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Mr. James P. Gannon 
The Detroit News 
Washington Bureau 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20301-1400 

1148 National Press Building 
Washington, D.C. 20045 

Dear Mr. Gannon: 

1 0 S EP 1990 

Thank you for your letter of August 23rd, in which you 
expressed your interest in having The Detroit News represented in 
the Department of Defense National Media Pool. 

As you may already know, the list from which pool representa
tives are selected is compiled by the American Newspaper Publish
ers Association. The Detroit News was included on earlier lists, 
but was deleted by ANPA when it was acquired by Gannett Company, 
Inc., in March 1986. The Gannett Company has designated as its 
pool representatives USA Today and the Gannett News Service. 

I appreciate your continued interest in the Media Pool. If 
you have further questions concerning the Pool, please. feel free 
to contact Lieutenant Commander Gregg Hartung, USN, at 
202-697-6163. 

cc: 
Mr. Robert L. Burke 
Senior Vice President 
American Newspaper Publishers Association 
Box 17407, Dulles Airport 
Washington, D.C. 20041 

-

of Defense 



The Detroit News 
615l.AFAYETTE BLVD./DETROIT. MICHIGAN 48231 

WASHINGTON BUREAU 
1148 NATIONAL PRESS BUILDING 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20045 
202-662-7370 

August 23, 1990 

Mr. Peter Williams 

I 

Assistant secretary, Public Affairs 
Department of Defe11se 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D. c. 20301-1400 

Dear Mr. Williams: 

I was operating under the evidently mistaken impression tha~ The Detroit 
News was on the list of newspapers for the Pentagon press pool for the 
Persian Gulf operations. However, a Major Hunt in your office has in
formed me that The Detroit News is not on the pool list. 

I am writing to request that you put The Detroit News on the pool list 
for possible future selection when pool members are rotated. 

The Detroit News is a major metropolitan newspaper with a daily circula
tion exceeding 500,000, circulating throughout Michigan. In addition, 
The Detroit News editorial staff provides all of the hard-news coverage 
for the combined Sunday editions of the Detroit News and Detroit Free 
Press. That gives us a Sunday circulation of 1.3 million, which is the 
fourth-largest Sunday newspaper in the United States. 

The Detroit News is a Gannett Co. newspaper, and the reports of its 
correspondents go out over the Gannett News Service to all 81 Gannett 
daily newspapers across the country. That gives a Detroit News writer 
a nationwide exposure with potential circulation of several million 
readers nationally. 

Thank you for your attention to this request. I look forward to your 
response. 

JPG/ml 

tt) 
GNNT1' ._ .. __ ---

Sincerely, 

Q_l&? f 4-tA-1<--
Ua:es P. Gannon 

Bureau Chief 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20301-1400 

.PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Ms. Maria Wilhelm 
Washington Bureau Chief 
People Magazine 
1050 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036-5334 

Dear Ms. Wilhelm: 

1 0 SEP 1990 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding People's interest 
in becoming a part of any media pool covering current military 
action in the Middle East. Currently, the Department of Defense 
National Media Pool has been disbanded and coverage in the area 
is being accomplished on a unilateral basis. There are occa
sional regional media pools being facilitated by the Combined 
Joint Information Bureau in Saudi Arabia when circumstances will 
not permit unilateral access. 

If you would be interested in further information concerning 
these regional media pools you can contact the Combined Joint 
Information Bureau at 966-3-891-8555, ext. 5461/5439. If we can 
be of any further assistance, do not hesitate to call. 

Since:r;_ely, 

~to Willi•m. 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



August 10, 1990 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary for 

Public Affairs 
Dept. of Defense 
The Pentagon; Room 2E800 
washington D.C. 

Dear Hr. Williams: 

Tlllle Inc. Magazines 

PEOPLE 
1050 Connecticut Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036-5334 

202-861-4000 

This letter is to request that PEOPLE Magazine's 
correspondent Mike Ryan and photographer Harry Benson 
be considered as candidates for any media pool covering 
current military action in Saudi Arabia and the Persian 
Gulf. 

Messrs. Ryan and Benson are already in the Middle 
East; they are currently in Cairo. 

The enclosed article shows you their previous work 
when the two covered u.s. military action in Panama 
last December. 

Please do not hesitate to call my office at 861-4089 
with any question. Thank you very much. 

'-1l;;:r:y ·w~ 
Mhria Wilhelm 
Washington Bureau Chief 

enc. 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-1400 

PUBLIC AF"FAIRS 

Ms. Sherry Von Ohlsen 
Best-Seller, Inc. 
20 Woodlawn Road 
Sparta, NJ 07871 

Dear Ms. Von Ohlsen: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding your interest in 
becoming a part of any media pool covering current military 
action in the Middle East. Currently, the Department of Defense 
National Media Pool has been disbanded and coverage in the area 
is being accomplished on a unilateral basis. There are occa
sional regional media pools being facilitated by the Combined 
Joint Information Bureau in Saudi Arabia when circumstances will 
not permit unilateral access. 

If you would be interested in further information concerning 
these regional media pools you can contact the Combined Joint 
Information Bureau at 966-3-891-8555, ext. 5461/5439. If we can 
be of any further assistance, do not hesitate to call. 

Sincerely, 

Signed 
Pete Williams 

1>'~\:~T'whc:r'ltafn's 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



FACK~1GE8.WRRP TEL: 

August 17, 1990 

Mr. Pete Williams 
Dept. of Defense 
Public Affairs Office 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Williams, 

Rug 17.90 12:45 No.006 P.Ol 

Best-Seller, Inc. 
20 Woodlawn Road 

Sparta, New Jersey 07871 
(20 1) 729·4886 

I have been infor~ed that I should contact you in order 
to be part of any upcoming media pools being sent to Saudi 

;bia. THE WORLD & I, a publication of the Washington Times 
:·.·c·poration, has ~equested that I travel to Saudi Arabia to 
cover the events for the magazine, 

WORLD & I is an international magazine serving an audience 
of doctors, lawyers and academics, an audience I understand 
the military is eager to gain support from. I feel it is 
in the interest of both the magazine and the United States 
governu1ent to find a slot for me in the Pentagon's arrangement 
of media in the Middle East. 

Please inform me on the possibility and on whatever is 
required for selection. Also, please contact editor Rick rearce 
at WORLD & I for any further information/confirmation, Thank 
you. 

Sincerely Yours, 

a~tf" /kCPt~v---
Sherry von Ohlsen 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20301·1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Sid Holt 
Managing Editor 
Rolling Stone 
745 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10151 

Dear Mr. Holt: 

SEP 2 4 19§0 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding Rolling Stone's 
interest in becoming a part of any media pool covering current 
military action in the Middle East. Currently, the Department of 
Defense National Media Pool has been disbanded and coverage in 
the area is being accomplished on a unilateral basis. There are 
occasional regional media pools being facilitated by the Combined 
Joint Information Bureau in Saudi Arabia when circumstances will 
not permit unilateral access. 

If you would be interested in further information concerning 
these regional media pools you can contact the Combined Joint 
Information Bureau at 966-3-891-8555, ext. 5461/5439. If we can 
be of any further assistance, do not hesitate to call. 

Sincerely, 

Signed 
pef?,eN.itiiatn&ll i ams 
M~~m~~?~ecretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs} 
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745 Fifth Avenue. New York. New York 10151 (212)PL8·3800 

August 13, 1990 

Mr. Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs 
The Pentagon 
Room 2E800 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Williams: 

Roll!ng Stone Magazine plans to cover the events in the Persian Gulf, and would 
therefore like to request that our writer P .J. O'Rourke be part of any media pool 
opportunities departing for the Persian Gulf area. 

It Is my understanding that the national pool has already been sent to the area, 
and that no other pools have been sent yet. We would like to have Mr. O'Rourke 
In the Middle East as soon as possible, and would appreciate your contacting us 
when any pool opportunities arise. I can be reached at (212)350-1245. 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 

SincerelY'. 

.l:t!-' 
Managing Editor 

SH/ob 
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f ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-1400 

PUBLIC AF"FAIRS 

Mr. Carl Larsen 
Metro Editor 
San Diego Tribune 
350 Camino de la Reina 
P.O. Box 191 
San Diego, CA 92112-4106 

Dear Mr. Larsen: 

• 
SEP Z 4 1!l!tl 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding the San Diego 
Tribune's interest in becoming a part of any media pool covering 
current military action in the Middle East. Currently, the 
Department of Defense National Media Pool has been disbanded and 
coverage in the area is being accomplished on a unilateral basis. 
There are occasional regional media pools being facilitated by 
the Combined Joint Information Bureau in Saudi Arabia when cir
cumstances will not permit unilateral access. 

If you would be interested in further information concerning 
these regional media pools, you can contact the Combined Joint 
Information Bureau at 966-3-891-8555, ext. 5461/5439. If we can 
be of any further assistance, do not hesitate to call. 

Sincerely, 
Signed 

Pete Wili\a;1'1S 
k,sislant Secr~tai'Y 
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20301-1400 

PUBLIC AF'F'AIRS 

Ms. Susan Schauer 
Washington Bureau Chief 
Scripps League Newspapers 
1174 National Press Building 
Washington, D.C. 20045 

Dear Ms. Schauer: 

SEP 1 2 1990 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding Scripps League 
Newspapers' interest in becoming a part of any media pool cover
ing current military action in the Middle East. Currently, the 
Department of Defense National Media Pool has been disbanded and 
coverage in the area is being accomplished on a unilateral basis. 
There are occasional regional media pools being facilitated by 
the Combined Joint Information Bureau in Saudi Arabia when cir
cumstances will not permit unilateral access. 

If you would be interested in further information concerning 
these regional media pools you can contact the Combined Joint 
Information Bureau in Saudi Arabia 966-3-891-8555, ext. 5461 or 
5439. If we can be of any further assistance, do not hesitate to 
call. 

Sincerely, 

_,r~J~~')l :' Y·J~-
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



- r~ Schtt.uer 
-,,._, Chie£ 

-=-.• ~- - League Newspapers 
. "· · ··. ~ -:.nal -Press Building 

· •-:- c1, DC 20045 :: ·.- r 

·'- • "·' · ,,.,.,L Secretary o£ De£ense 
.·-- : ':: A£:fairs O£f'ice 

::_~.·,_;:::.L 

.. <.S~li!"'.gt:.on, DC 20301-1400 

0~~! ~~. Williams: 

~su-w.ER 
Washington BU111al: Ohlaf 

(202)783- ·, 1166 

This is "' request to place Chriatopher F. Roache, Scl·i.F:;.·' '.ee,ue's 
, c!'lington-based defense reporter, on the waiting list for th~· ;·~. '.gon 

.. .:.1 c·:_.,. ing the Iraqi invasion oi Ku~o~ait. 

S .. c. ,Jps League is "' pri V8tel y owned chain of' 30 ne~o~spap.;-:-.~ ·; 5 
t! r.ates. '-'1 th several newspapers in the chain ·located near ·'· :.1: · · :"Y ba»~·", 
"'"' h" ., .• a strong intere.st in the Persian Gulf crisis. 

t.lt.i".· .. ugh Mr. Rosche's primary 111isson would be eover5 ,; th·· ·-· - ... y 
-:.•per.,t1ons o£ the U.S. military in the Middle East, our news e;<?r-.·ic-<;- :;. 
_., 1. <;;0 ""'rY interested in writing various profiles o£ the sever icem"''' .,,d 
""'"·'···, protecting the Persian Gulf area, -

.. :<!! hev<' ·,a n<!!WSj,)apers in California, one o£ which is located no,··--
·• . ..:.:: ~-,_ Naval Air Station where many of .the Navy's carrier-based jet 

:fighter pilots are home based. One o£ our primary focuses ~ould be e series 
o£ articles on the men and women aboard the USS Independence, end its 
F/A-Hl ::"'ghter squadrons, as they prepare :for possible action in th~, C•. ' .. :. 

··overage would be greatly appreciated by many of our C 
rei><JOo~· _;\·ing on or near military base~ like NAS Lemoore, 

I .· _;,.ave any questions about our request, please give me or Mr. 
Rose;,. ~ "'" :.1 at 202-783-1866 during business ~'-"urs, 

-

; ' ·~ - -

/ . 
Si~ely~, ~~, 

.. X //h'L--t<_ :~: 
_,.-'Su~C:r:a r 

Bureau Chief 

':'!~'":' ...,'='~ ,.-,.-.-. r.~-.-r --,.--



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20301-1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Ms. Phyllis Schwartz 
Assistant News Director 
WLS Television, Inc. 
190 North State Street 
Chicago, IL 60601 

Dear Ms. Schwartz: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding WLS Television's 
interest in becoming a part of any media pool covering current 
military action in the Middle East. Currently, the Department of 
Defense National Media Pool has been disbanded and coverage in 
the area is being accomplished on a unilateral basis. There are 
occasional regional media pools being facilitated by the Combined 
Joint Information Bureau in Saudi Arabia when circumstances will 
not permit unilateral access. 

If you would be interested in further information concerning 
these regional media pools you can contact the Combined Joint 
Information Bureau at 966-3-891-8555, ext. 5461/5439. If we can 
be of any further assistance, do not hesitate to call. 

Sincerely, 

Signed 
Pete William' 
~&tso! .Secretary 
~e w~Tl~ams 

Assistant Secretary of Defense 
(Public Affairs) 
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WLS-TV ® 
August 14, 1990 

WLS Television Inc. 190 North State Sneot 
Ch;cago. 1\hnuts 60601 
312.7507777 

Mr. Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 
For PUblic Affairs 
Washington DC 

This letter offically requests that WLS-TV, Channel 7 Chicago, be 
a part of the first Defense Department Regional Ne~s Pool to the 
Middle East. 

Our interest is reporting on the numerous military personnel from 
the Chicago area and Illinois, who are involved in the United 
States deployment and also reporting on the events in the Middle 
East for a estimate of 100,000 Iraqi Nationalists who reside in 
Chicago. 

All persons listed below are members of the Eyewitness News staff 
and will be covering this tour. 

Chuck Goudie Reporter 

Eugene Stanback Crew 

Joe Kussman Crew 

Dave Fell Producer 

Thank you for your prompt attention and consideration. If you hav 
any question, feel free to call me at 750-7296. 

J?;Jl."~~ 
Phyllis Schwartz 
Assistant News Director 

. -- .. -
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20301-1400 

PUBLIC AF'F'AIRS 

Ms. Cinny Kennard 
WFAA TV 
Washington Bureau 
444 N. Capitol N.W. 
Washington, DC 20001 

Dear Ms. Kennard: 

SEP 2 4 1!l~ 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding WFAA TV's inter
est in becoming a member of the Department of Defense National 
Media Pool. Since WFAA TV is an ABC-TV affiliate, you already 
have access to pool material by virtue of ABC's membership in the 
pool. Video membership on the pool consists of ABC, CBS, CNN and 
NBC television networks which rotate every three months. 

I hope this answers your questions about the DoD National 
Media Pool. If we can be of any further assistance, do not 
hesitate to call. 

Sincerely, 

Signed 
Pete William& 
~~qistant So>..:~.re.!arv · ret:e Will~ams 

Assistant Secretary of Defense 
(Public Affairs) 



aWFAATV 
Washington Bureau 
444 N. Capitol N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20001 
(201) 638-4110 

Pete Williams 
Asst. Sec of Defense 
The Office of Public Affairs 
The Pentagon 
Washington D.C. 

Pete, 

After speaking with Greg on the phone I learned to put our television stations 
name on the list of journalists to accompany American Troops to Saudi Arabia 
or other military operations we must submit a letter to you. 

I realize the rotation and that there are certainly news organizations 
that have been on the list for some time, yet we are requesting that 
WFAA be added to the list. 

For this weekend would you please put my name on the list with Photographer 
Michael Kornely. Jim Fry is the Bureau Chief in our Washington office 
and should be contacted for further questions on background that you would 
need. 

Marty Haag is our executive news director and works closely with Burl Osborne 
who recently chaired the American Newspaper Editors Group. In fact A.H. Belo 
Corporation owns both WFAA and the Dallas Morning News where Mr Osborne is 
the editor. I believe the Dallas Morning News and one other Texas 
Newspaper accompanied troops to Panama by virtue of being in the rotation. 

Would you kindly do all thats necessary to put WFAA-T.V. on the rotation 
list and if we can answer any questions, please feel free to call me. 
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SUMMARY SHEET 

DOD NATIONAL MEDIA POOL DEPLOYMENTS 

The following are brief summaries of the twelve deployments 
of the DoD National Media Pool to date: 

April 1985 - A 10-member pool deployed to Honduras on an 
ambitious, five-day exercise to cover UNIVERSAL TREK 85. 
Although news of the pool leaked before it left Washington and 
problems were experienced sending one pool product back to the 
U.S., the pool was still successful in that it was a learning 
experience for all participants. 

September 1985 - More limited in scope, a 12-member pool 
deployed to Ft. Campbell, KY, for one day to cover DOUBLE EAGLE 
85, an air assault brigade field training exercise. Pool prod
ucts were filed in a satisfactory and timely manner. Secrecy was 
maintained for this deployment. 

December 1985 - More aggressive in scope, a 12-member pool 
deployed for two days to cover KERNAL USHER 86-1, a Navy and 
Marine Corps amphibious exercise off the southern California 
coast. This exercise required more transportation to move pool 
members to several locations to cover various aspects of the 
exercise. It also revealed that radio interviews could not be 
recorded aboard ship due to electrical interference. Pool 
reports were released 7 1/2 hours earlier than planned when pool 
members agreed to delete one reference to an upcoming operation. 

August 1986 - A 12-member pool deployed for two days to 
cover a joint fire control exercise, GALLANT EAGLE 86, near 
Twentynine Palms, CA. This deployment was notable for several 
reasons: it was the first to include women (two); three pool 
reports were transmitted to the Pentagon in just over one hour 
each; and it was a daytime activation/assembly which presented 
unique OPSEC problems. 

February 1987 - A 12-member pool deployed for two days to 
cover an airborne jump into Honduras. This exercise required 
extensive coordination; required linking up with and joining the 
deploying force at Ft. Bragg, NC; and saw the first use of tele
copier machines to file stories over commercial telephone cir
cuits. The three pool reports were received at the Pentagon in 
one hour and 10 minutes; 22 minutes; and 32 minutes. This was 
more ambitious than the first pool deployment and, to the mili
tary, was a graduation exercise for the pool concept. 
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May 1987 - A 12-member pool deployed to Camp Lejeune, NC, 
for two days to cover an amphibious assault during exercise SOLID 
SHIELD 87. This was the first pool to file stories to the Penta
gon via classified messages for release concurrent with commence
ment of the "attack." Transportation delays to the assault area 
due to helicopter problems emphasized the need to plan backup 
transport for all phases of pool operations.· This deployment 
also marked the first routine use of the pool as called for in a 
unified or specified command plan for a significant military 
exercise. 

July 1987 - The first "real-world" use of the pool. A 
10-member pool deployed for nine days to cover Operation EARNEST 
WILL, the first U.S. Navy escort of reflagged Kuwaiti oil tankers 
through the Persian Gulf. This was the first operational deploy
ment of the pool to cover an actual military operation and 
secrecy was maintained for three days. This pool was able to 
report the reflagging of tankers and "broke" the story of the 
Bridgeton hitting a mine in gulf waters while under escort. The 
pool functioned under "real-world" conditions exactly as 
designed. 

March 1988 - The first short-notice deployment of the pool. 
The military had approximately six hours to deploy a 10-member 
pool for two days to cover the U.S. Army's no-notice, emergency 
deployment readiness exercise to Honduras, GOLDEN PHEASANT 88. 
This is considered the second operational pool deployment to 
cover what the media described as "a show of strength ordered by 
President Reagan to counter what the White House called an inva
sion by Nicaraguan forces." The standby news magazine photogra
pher for the pool was not activated, but at the magazine's 
request, their photographer was allowed to join the pool in 
Honduras. One of the three newspapers on pool standby was not 
activated and later asked permission for a reporter to join the 
pool in Honduras at the paper's expense. Permission was granted, 
but when the reporter arrived in Honduras, she chose not to join 
the pool. The deployment was otherwise "routine." 

December 1988 - An 11-member pool deployed for four days to 
cover a brigade-level external evaluation conducted by 2nd Bri
gade, 6th Infantry Division (Light) . This was the first media 
pool deployment that did not visit a JCS-level exercise or real
world action and was the first deployment to a cold weather 
environment. Members received cold weather indoctrination train
ing from Northern Warfare Training Center cadre. When asked for 
comments at the end of the deployment, print media requested more 
time for one-on-one interviews with soldiers. A significant 
lesson learned related to the need for clearly defined security 
review procedures. As a result, the security review policy was 
reevaluated. Other lessons learned concerned the environmental 
challenges that a media pool would face when covering military 
operations in arctic weather. 
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May 1989 - A 12-member pool accompanied the first aircraft 
carrying Marine Corps augmentation forces to Panama on 12 May 
1989 as part of Operation NIMROD DANCER. The force deployment 
was publicly announced by President Bush on the afternoon of 11 
May and received extensive media coverage both at the departure 
point of MCAS Cherry Point and at the arrival at Howard AFB, 
therefore, normal OPSEC procedures were not required. Further, 
media products were filed directly to news bureaus and not via 
OASD(PA) as in previous pool deployments. The decision to send 
the pool was made late afternoon on 11 May. The airlift was 
confirmed at 0115 on 12 May and call out was completed by 0145; 
Media were assembled at the Andrews AFB Media Center and pro
cessed by 0345. The Media Pool aircraft departed at 0430. The 
pool deployment served as a good exercise of DoD National Media 
Pool procedures. 

December 1989 - A 16-member pool deployed to cover Operation 
JUST CAUSE in the first deployment of the DoD National Media Pool 
to a ground combat operation. The call-out for the pool began at 
1930 on 19 December and experienced problems in locating pool 
personnel due to the holiday season. The operation began at 0100 
on 20 December with the media pool arriving at Howard AFB at 0500 
on that same date. Numerous delays were experienced by the pool 
in the first 36 hours of the deployment, mostly attributed to 
transportation difficulties. The pool was the first to transport 
and use a satellite ground station for direct television feeds. 
Operation JUST CAUSE represented the greatest challenge for the 
pool thus far. Pool members voiced frustration that they were 
not permitted to witness the early stages of the operation and 
other live combat action and complained that they did not have 
access to adequate transportation or communication facilities. 
The media concerns expressed at the conclusion of this deployment 
prompted the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Public Affairs) to 
commission Fred Hoffman, a forty-year veteran of the AP and a 
former Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public 
Affairs to conduct an in-depth review of the deployment and make 
recommendations to improve future media pool evolutions. Drawing 
from the experience in Panama, the ASD(PA) and the Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff drafted a message to the CINCs, which 
was signed by General Powell, reminding them of their planning 
and operational responsibilities for future pool deployments. 
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August 1990 - A seventeen member pool deployed for three 

weeks to cover the deployment of U.S. combat forces to Operation 
DESERT SHIELD in Saudi Arabia. Pool correspondents were the 
first western media on the ground in the Kingdom and provided the 
only coverage of the operation for the first week of the deploy
ment. CNN, the television component of the pool took a satellite 
ground station to provide direct television and radio feeds. 
Print journalists were able to file directly to their respective 
bureaus for the first time ever due to the availability of qual
ity commerical communications facilities. While in Saudi Arabia, 
the pool experienced unprecedented access to u.s. military forces 
and was able to cover all aspects of the operation including 
naval units at sea. The pool deployment was considered one of 
the most successful ever with pool products receiving wide play 
in all national and international media. 

Prepared October 31, 1990 



November 13, 1990 

MEDIA POOL ROTATION SCHEME 

Wire Services 

3 month rotation, beginning 1 July 1985 

OCT-DEC 90 AP - Photographer 
UP! - Correspondent 
Reuters - Correspondent 

JAN-MAR 91 AP - Correspondent 
UP! - Correspondent 
Reuters - Photographer 

APR-JUN 91 AP - Correspondent 
UP! - Photographer 
Reuters - Correspondent 

JUL-SEP 91 AP - Photographer 
UP! - Correspondent 
Reuters - Correspondent 

Magazines 

3 month rotation, beginning 1 July 1987* 

OCT-DEC 90 - U.S. News and World Report 
JAN-MAR 91 - Newsweek 
APR-JUN 91 - Time 
JUL-SEP 91 - U.S. News and World Report 

* Note: Original scheme was a 4-month rotation, but rotation 
would not move to next magazine until and immediately 
following an actual pool (not an exercise) 

Newspapers 

In order of ANPA Listing. 3-month rotation/3 per quarter 

OCT-DEC 90 - Cox Newspapers 
Capital Cities Communications, Inc. 
Pulitzer Publishing Company 

JAN-MAR 91 - The Christian Science Monitor 
The Chronicle Publishing Company 
The Washington Post 

APR-JUN 91 - Cowles Media Company 
- News American Publishing, Inc. 
- Chicago Tribune 

JUL-SEP 91 - Gannet Co., Inc 
- Central Newspapers 
- Knight-Ridder Newspapers 



Radio 

3-rnonth rotation, beginning 1 July 1985 

CBS Radio has requested that their rotation coincide 
with that of CBS Televison every two years. 

OCT-DEC 90 - AP Radio 
JAN-MAR 91 - Mutual/NBC Radio 
APR-JUN 91 - UNISTAR Radio 
JUL-SEP 91 - ABC Radio 

Television 

3-rnonth rotation, beginning 1 July 1985 

OCT-DEC 90 - NBC 
JAN-MAR 91 - ABC 
APR-JUN 91 - CBS 
JUL-SEP 91 - CNN 
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CCPA 

UNITED STATES CENTRAL COMMAND 
OPeRATlON De$ei'IT SHIElD, N'O NY 0905~ 

MEMORANDUM FOR OSD ODS CELL 

SUBJECT: Desert Shield Media Guidelines 

16 Nov 90 

1. Attached is a copy of current media guidelines which are 
distributed to all media processes by the JIB. 

2. Pleaae remind White Houae Preas that, although most of them 
will not accompany the President to field units, a White House 
Media pool will do so. All of the locations are covered by the 
quidelines i.e., location, troop atrenqth, etc. We hold the 
parent news organization responsible tor the activities of their 
respective correspondents in the AOR. 

3. stronqly encouraqe the White House Press to qive the attached 
n.tle• a look. 

4. If there are any questions, please contact ua. 

Attachment. JC, R. GTT.T.F.TT 
Major, USA 
Riyadh JIB Media 
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(a) 

(b) 
(C) 
(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

(q) 

(h) 

(i) 

(j) 

(It) 

(l) 

<•> 
(n) 

(0) 
(p) 

08:53 CENTRRL COMMRND 

Arrival of aajor U.S. units in CENTCOM AOR when officially 
announced by a v.s. apok-pereon. Mo4• of travel (sea or 
air) and date of departure from home station. 
Approximate friendly force strength fiqures, by service, 
Approxiaate friendly casualty and POW fiqures, by service. 
Approxiaate eneay casualty and POW fiqures for each action, 
operation. 
Mon-senaitive, unclassified inforaation regarding u.s. air, 
ground, and sea operations (past and present). 
Friendly force size in an action or operation will be 
announced using qeneral terms such as •multi-battalion", 
"Naval Task Force•, etc. Specific force/unit 
identification/designation .. y be released when it has 
beooae public knovledqe and no longer warrants security 
protection. 
Identification and location of military tarqets and 
objectives previously under attack. 
Generic origin of air operations such as "land" or •car~ier 
based". 
Date/time/location of previous conventional military 
missions and actions as well as mission results. 
Types of ordnance expended will be released in general terms 
rather than specific -ounts. 
Number of aerial combat or reconnaissance missions or 
sorties flown in theater or operational area. 
Type of forces involved (infantry, armor, Marines, Carrier 
Battle Group). 
Weather and climate conditions. 
Allied participation by type of operation (ships, aircraft, 
ground units, etc.) after approval of host nation 
government. 
Conventional operation nicknames. 
Kames and hometowns of u.s. Military units/individuals may 
now be released.· 

6. If you are not sure wbether a planned action will violate a 
ground rule, consult with your escort officer fBIOR TQ TAKING 1HAT 
ACTIQH. 

7. Media XVI~ support any personal and profesaional qear they take 
with them, including protective cases for professional equipment, 
batteries, Cables, converters, etc. 

a. ~~ia should be prepared to cover the bi9h cost of visiti"q 
Sau~i Arabia (such as $100 per night lodging, $30 per meal ~ininq, 
groun~ transportation, telephone calls, etc.). RIYALS ABE A MQST. 

g, Interviews with ailitary personnel enteringfdapartinq the 
Ministry of Defenae or other public places will be coordinated in 
acsvance by the Joint Information Bureau. THERE WILL BE NO "AMBUSH" 
DIPROMPTU INTERVIEWS. 
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CENTRAL COMMAI-iCI 

I CERTIFY THAT THE FOLIQWlNG IJ(l"O,UV.TION :IS TRUE AND CORRECT: 

DATE: 

K»m=--------------------------------
VISA EXPIRATION: ____________ ~-----------

THE FOLI..OWING INFORMATION IS :REQUESTED, Bt1T NOT MANDATORY. 

KAME OF NEXT OF KIN: 
ADDRESS: 

PHONE: 

K!DXA AFFILIATION 

005 

KAXL1NG ADDRESS: ----------------------------------------------

PHONE: 

PASSPORT NUMBER AND COUNTRY OF ISSUE: 

ADDRESS IN COUNTRY: 

PHONE: 

(JIB PERSONNEL WILL CHECK PXCTURE :ID'S) 

I UNDERSTAND AND AGREE '1'0 COMPLY WITH ALL PROVISIONS OF THE MEDIA 
GUIDELINES AND ANY ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONS THAT MY MEDIA ESCORT MAY 
PROVIDE: 

SIGNATURE: 
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ASSIST ANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20301·1400 

PUBL.IC AF"FAIRS 

Mr. Pic Dal Cin 
Via Kennedy, 11 
31013 Codogne' (Treviso) 
Italy 

Dear Mr. Dal Cin: 

NOV 2 0 1990 

Thank you for your recent letter requesting to cover Opera
tion DESERT SHIELD. In order to cover the operation, you must 
f~rst obtain a visa from a Saudi Arabian Embassy or Consulate. 
After obtaining a visa, you can make transportation arrangements 
with any number of commercial air carriers providing service to 
the area. 

You can obtain more information about covering Operati&n 
DESERT SHIELD by contacting the Combined Joint Information Bureau 
in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia at 966-3-891-8555, ext. 5461/5439. If 
we can be of any further assistance, do not hesitate to call. 

illiams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs I 
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Codogne' October 15th 1990 

Dear Mr. Williams, 

I was given your name and address by the press office of the American 

Base in VICENZA Italy, following my request of being sent to the area 

of operation '' Desert Shield" as a photographer who is trying his best 

to be where ''History is turning itself into reality". In order to do that 

I have been to Berlin for the downing of the wall last year, to Prague 

and Romani? to document the historical fall of the comunism. I have been 

to the occupied territories in the Gaza Strip. Also in 1986 to the Venice 

Summit with President ! Reagan . KK Lately I have been to the *Helsinki 

Bush Gorbacev Summit and I was the only photographer there from Italy to 

be accredited.! also work with the ASSOCIATED PPESS as a stringer for the 

TREVISO area in Italy. I 2peak and write English, Italian and French. 

Should you need any further info I will be more than glad to forward 

them to you*. I am icluding some of the letters written to me by the 

American Ambassador in Italy in 1986 MR. RAAB. 

Please give me a chance and life is my photography 

Harne PIO LAST Dal Cin BORN IN C negliano V.TO (TREVISO) ITALY on 

October 15th 1956 resident in CODOGNE' (Treviso) Via John and Robert 

Kennedy N° 1 i Passport number "7109~0 issued in Treviso on november 9 

1 9 8 7. Telephone number 
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PUBL.IC AF'F'AIRS 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. C.C. 20301-1400 

MEMORANDUM 

- To: Washington bureau chiefs of the Pentagon press corps 

From: Pete William¥ 

Re: Plans for pools and flight for auxiliary staff 
in the event of hostilities in the Persian Gulf 

December 14, 1990 

Since the beginning of Operation Desen Shield I have met twice, at their initiative, with 
the bureau chiefs of several news organizations that are regular members of the Pentagon 
press corps. We discussed complaints from their correspondents in Saudi Arabia and the 
progress in refining a new plan for pool coverage in the event of hostilities in Saudi Arabia 
and the Persian Gulf. We also discussed a request from news organizations in the Pentagon 
press corps who cited difficulty in getting visas for staff and who accordingly wanted help in 
getting additional personnel ? region, should hostilities break out . 

. · 
After the second meeting, on November 28th, I briefed Secretary Cheney and General 

Powell on a concept for combat pools, t)le result of a month of planning and discussions 
within the Pentagon and with military commanders in the Gulf. After making some sugges
tions, the Secretary and the Chairrilan approved the concept. I then briefed a representative of 
the Saudi government. Our staff has since been preparing the more detailed version of the 
pool concept that will become pan of the overall military plan for the operation. That work 
has proceeded over the past week, while I was with the Secretary on his trip last week to 
NATO and Poland. A summary of the concept is attached. I am interested in your comments 
or questions. 

The Secretary and the Chairman also approved the idea of sending a US military C-141 
aircraft to Saudi Arabia, if hostilities were to break out, carrying supplemental news media 
personnel to help cover the story of combat, given that mo~t news organizations have only 
very small staffs in Saudi Arabia now •• in many cases, only one correspondent. The objective 
is to help prevent the pool operation from breaking down through a lack of news media 
representatives necessary to make it worlc •• the editors, producers, technicians, writers, and 
pool coordinators who will be essential to successful pool operation. 

This flight would be a one-way trip, transponing representatives of US news organiza
tions who regularly cover the Pentagon. Space for cargo will be extremely limited: each 
passenger would be allowed one small suitcase. Equipment cases should be shipped separately. I 
solicit your comments on that list as well. The bureau chiefs who first suggested the idea 
said i~as predicated on their inability to get more than one or two visas at a time from the 
government of Saudi Arabia. Should the visa picture open up, I suggest we readdress the need 
for the plane. \ 

Thank you for your continued suggestions and comments. 
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Department of Defense 
Contingency Plan for Media Coverage of Hostilities 

Operation DESERT SHIELD 

The objective of this plan is to ensure news media access to 
combat areas from the onset of hostilities, or as soon thereafter 
as possible, in Operation DESERT SHIELD. This is a three-phased 
plan for exercising and deploying rotating correspondent pools, 
aligned with front line forces to permit combat coverage. 

Each pool would consist of eighteen news media personnel: 
three newspaper correspondents, two wire service correspondents, 
two three-member television crews, one radio correspondent, one 
wire service photographer, one newspaper photographer, one news 
magazine reporter, one news magazine photographer, one Saudi 
reporter and one third-country reporter. Membership in the pools 
would be drawn from news media personnel already in Saudi Arabia. 

In Phase I of the plan, which would begin immediately, the 
first two pools would be formed by the Joint Information Bureau 
in Dhahran and randomly exercised at least once every two weeks 
to provide training for media participants and U.S. military 
personnel. These pools will always be exercised simultaneously 
to ensure that operational security is preserved. During Phase 
I, the pools would familiarize themselves with troops and 
equipment, cover activities in the areas to which the pools are 
sent, and exercise their ability to file news stories from the 
field. 

Phase II would begin by deploying the pools when hostilities 
are imminent, putting them in place to cover the first stages of 
combat. If such prepositioning is not possible, the pools would 
be moved forward from Dhahran as quickly as possible to the 
immediate area of conflict. As soon as possible, additional 
pools would be deployed to expand the coverage. The size of 
these pools will be determined by the availability of 
transportation and other operational factors. These additional 
pools could be used to fill the gaps in coverage, if the conflict 
is spread over a wide area. Air Force, Navy, amphibious, and 
logisitical support units will be covered by additional smaller 
pools, which will be rotated to ensure continuous coverage. 

Security review for all pool material would be performed at 
the source, where the information was gathered, and transmitted 
to the Joint Information Bureau at Dhahran, where it would then 
be available to journalists covering the operation. Ground rules 
would.consist of those currently in effect. 

Phase III would begin when open coverage is possible and 
would provide for unilateral coverage of activities. The pools 
would be disbanded and all media would operate independently, 
altho~gh under U.S. Central Command escort. 

13 December 1990 
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PROPOSED NEWS MEDIA LISTING FOR DOD CONTINGENCY AIRLIFT 

MEDIA AFFILIATION NUMBER OF SEATS 

ABC-TV 10 
c~~-'!'V 10 
CNN 10 
NBC-TV 10 
NBC/ABC/CBS crews for local affiliates 6 

AP 
UPI 
REUTERS 

ABC RADIO 
AP RADIO NETWORK 
CBS RADIO 
WESTWOOD RADIO 
NATIONAL PUBLIC RADIO 
UPI RADIO 
UNISTAR RADIO 

TIME 
NEWSWEEK 
U.S. NEWS AND WORLD REPORT 

5 
5 
5 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 

3 
3 
3 

WASHINGTON POST 3 
NEW YORK TIMES 3 
LOS ANGELES TIMES 3 
CHICAGO TRIBUNE 3 
WALL STREET JOURNAL 3 
KNIGHT-RIDDER 2 
BOSTON GLOBE 2 
GANNETT NEWS SERVICE 2 
COX NEWSPAPERS 2 
HEARST NEWSPAPERS 2 
SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE 1 
NEW YORK POST 1 
NEWSDAY 1 
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 1 
BALTIMORE SUN 1 
WASHINGTON TIMES 1 
DALLAS MORNING NEWS l 
COPLEY NEWS SERVICE 1 
NEWHOUSE NEWS SERVICE 1 
SCRIPPS-HOWARD l 
MILWAUKEE JOURNAL 1 
CAPITAL CITIES COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 1 
ARMY-NAVY-AIR FORCE TIMES 1 

TOTAL: 120 
l4 December 1990 
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20301·UOO 

December 24, 1990 

MEMORANDUM-

To: Washinqton bureau chi,efs of the Pentagon press corps 

From: Pete Williams 

Re: Plans for pools and flight for auxiliary staff in the 
event of hostilities in the Persian Gulf 

. On December 14, I sent you a memorandum outlining the plans 
for pools and a flight for auxiliary staff in the event of 
hostilities in the Persian Gulf. In order to receive your . 
comments and discuss any questions you might have, I invite you 
to attend a meeting of bureau chiefs on January 4, 1991, in • 
Pentagon Room 1E801, 17, at 2:00p.m. Due to limited seating,'I 
ask that only you or your representative attend. 

Please call Captain Dave Thomas or Lieutenant Commander 
Gregg Hartung at your earliest convenience to confirm that you 
will attend or send a represenative. They will arrange for 
parking, if you will be driving, and to have someone meet you and 
clear you into the building. They can be reached at (703) 
6q3-1074/6. 

I hope you will be able to attend. 



v 

2, 

What are the m1n1mum editing and transmission staff needed to support a 
photo pool operation? Would AP and Reuters be able to send in extra 
staff to help handle the editing and transmission of the pictures? Could 
we be assigned two seats on the Cl30 for pictures technicians? Would 
they need Saudi ·visas? 

Do you envisage that pool operations and independent media operations 
will exist side by side or will all material be pooled out of Dhahran at 
the outbreak of hostilities? 

A number of bureau chiefs I have talked to have expressed the wish that 
we could have a guidance discussion in the near future. I hope it can be 
arranged. Thanks for all your help in the past particularly in 
persuading the Saudis to rotate our pictures staff. That has worked 
well. 

Yours truly 
./ 

I .(L Cf" 
R sell 
Chief 

-



PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Bruce Russell 
Washington Bureau Chief 
Reuters 
1333 H Street, N.W. 
Suite 410 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Dear Mr. Russell: 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. ZOJOI-1400 

DEC 2 6 1990 

In his absence, Pete Williams has asked me to reply to your letter of December 14 in 
which you raised numerous questions regarding the operation of press pools and the possible 
airlift of news media representatives to Saudi Arabia in the event of hostilities. We hope that 
Pete's memo to bureau chiefs, also dated 14 December, answered your questions. If not, he 
will be happy to address any remaining questions at the bureau chiefs meeting scheduled for 
January 4. We look forward to seeing you then. 

Sincerely, 

Roben W. Taylor 
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 
Department of Defense 
WASHINGTON D.C. 20301 

•••• • • •••• • • • • 

•••• • •••• • •••• 

• • ••••••••• • • • • • • • • ••• • • • • ••• • •••• 

14 December 1990 

Reuters U S tnc 1333 H Street NW Suite 410 Washington DC 20005 Telephone (202) 628-9212 

Dear Pete 

•••• • •• • • • •••• • •• • • • • • ••• 

With the possibility that hostilities in the Gulf could break out as 
soon as three weeks from now we would appreciate some guidance on how 
the Pentagon would expect us to contribute to a news pool operation. 

From the print media side the isue is not complicated. Reuters has three 
correspondents in Saudi Arabia and others in cities in the Gulf area and 
would be ready to contribute to the 14 small pools that you outlined at 
our last meeting. However our staff there would not be enough to cover 
many pool assignments and we would like to have more Americans on the 
spot for the pools. So if you are sending a backup C130 press pool plane 
in after the event we would like to apply for three writing positions on 
it.rs. 

However the question of the photos pool is much more complicated. From 
talking to our wire photo colleagues it appears they would like more 
information too so perhaps it would be useful if you could arrange a 
bureau chiefs meeting. 

An important question is how pool pictures would are to be filed. We 
have our own satellite dishes but the British MOD has told our people in 
London that these will be jammed. can an alternative method of filing 
pictures be worked out in advance? Will the DOD provide telephone lines 
for filing these pictures? 

Will all pool material be made available in Dhahran or is the plan to 
bring it back to Washington? If it is in Dhahran has the DOD made an 
arrangement for an assignments editor to control such a complex 
operation as multiple pools. Would you look to us for help? If the 
pictures and texts are distributed in Washington would your office 
welcome any technical help from us on distributing the pictures? 

To whom are the pool pictures to be distributed - to pool members only 
or to everyone who wants them? 

Will pool material be censored before distribution? 
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COMBAT CORESPONDENT POOL (CCP) 

MEDIA GROUND RULES 

THE GROUND RULES BELOW ARE DES~GNED 
TO (1) PROTECT THE SECURXTY AND THE 
SAFETY OF SERV~CE MEMBERS, (2) PROTECT 
NEXT OF KXN SENSXTXVXTXES WXTH REGARD 
TO WOUNDED AND KXLLED SERVXCE MEMBERS 
AND (3) ALLOW CCP MEMBERS THE GREATEST 
PERMXSS~BLE FREEDOM AND ACCESS ~N 
COVER~NG OPERAT~ONS. 

1. GENERAL. ALL INTERVIEWS WITH SERVICE MEMBERS WILL BE "ON THE 
RECORD," SECURITY AT THE SOURCE WILL BE THE POLICY, IN THE 
EVENT OF HOSTILITIES, POOL PRODUCTS WILL BE SUBJECT TO SECURITY 
REVIEW PRIOR TO RELEASE. NOTE: THE PAO ON-SCENE WILl. CONDUCT THE 
SECURITY REVIEW; HOWEVER, IF A MEDIA SEGMENT·IS IN QUESTION 
BETWEEN THE MEDIA REPRESENTATiVE ANO THE PAO, THE PRODUCT WILL BE 
EXPEDITIOUSLY HAND-CARRIED TO JIB DHAHRAN FOR REVIEW OF THAT 
SEGMENT. THE QUESTIONED SEGMENT ONLY WILL BE REVIEWED SO AS NOT 
TO HINDER RELEASE OF THE REMAINDER OF THE POOL STORY. IF NO 
AGREEMENT CAN BE MADE BETWEEN DIRECTOR, JIB OHAHRAN ANu THE MeDIA 
REPRESENTING THE STORY, THEN '(HE PRODUCT Wl LL BE EXPED! TIOUSL Y 
FORWARDED TO OASD(PA) FOR REVIEW AND RELEASE DECISION. 

A. ALL NAVY EMBARK STORIES WILL STATE THAT THE REPORT IS COMING 
"FROM THE ARABIAN GULF, RED SEA OR NORTH ARABIAN SEA... STORIES 
WRITTEN IN SAUDI ARABIA MAY BE DATEl.lNED, ''EASTERN SAUDI ARABIA, 
CENTRAL SAUDI ARABIA, ETC." STORIES FROM OTHER PARTIC!PAHNG 
COUN'rRIES MAY BE DATELINED FROM THOSE COUNTRIES ONLY AFTER THEIR 
PARTICIPATION IS RELEASED BY DOD. NO SPECIFIC LOCAl!ONS WlLL l:!f 
USED WHEN FILING THE STORIES. 

B. YOU MUST REMAIN WITH YOUR MILITARY ESCORT AT ALL TIMES, UNTIL 
RELEASED, AND FOLLOW THEIR INSTRUCTIONS REGARDING YOUR 
ACTIVITIES. THESE INSTRUCTIONS ARE NOT INTENDED TO HINDER YOUR 
REPORTING. THEY ARE INTENDED TO FACILITATE TROOP MOVEMENT, 
ENSURE SAFETY, AND PROTECT OPERATIONAL SECURITY. 

C. YOU MUST BE PHYSICALLY FIT. IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO WITHSTAND 
THE RIGOROUS CONDITIONS REQUIRED TO OPERATE WITH THE FORWARD
DEPLOYED FORCES, YOU WILL BE MEDICALLY EVACUATED OUT OF THE AREA. 

D. YOU ARE NOT AUTHORIZED TO EITHER CARRY A PERSONAL WEAPON OR 
WEAR THE DESERT CAMOUFLAGE UNIFORM. 

E. CCP MEMBERS WILL NOT BE EMBARKED IN AIRLIFT OR GROUND 
TRANSPORTATION CARRYING DECEASED SERVICE MEMBERS. 

F. MEDIA MUST CARRY AND SUPPORT ANY PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL 
GEAR THEY TAKE WITH THEM, INCLUDING PROTECTIVE CASES FOR 



PROFESSIONAL EQUIPMENT, BATTERIES, CABLES, CONVERTERS, ETC. 

G. WHEN ASSIGNED TO A POOL REPRESENTING A SPECIFIC TYPE OF 
MEDIA, I.E., TV, RADIO, PRINT, OR PHOTO, THAT POOL MEMBER WILL 
PERFORM THAT TYPE OF COVERAGE ONLY. NO UNILATERAL COVERAGE WILL 
BE ALLOWED, TO INCLUDE PERSONAL PHOTOGRAPHY AND VIDEO. 

H. POOL COORDINATORS (FOR EACH OF THE FOLLOWING: TELEVISION, 
RADIO, NEWSMAGAZINE,'WIRE, NEWSPAPER. AND PHOTO! WILL MAINTAIN 
UP-TO-DATE LISTS OF NEWS MEDIA FOR WHOM THEY WILL BE RESPONSIBLE. 

I. EACH COMBAT POOL !TO WHICH NEWS MEDIA HAVE 6EEN ASSIGNED! 
WILL HAVE A DESIGNATED SPOKESPERSON WHO WILL ATTEND POOL MEETINGS 
AND GATHER INFORMATION FOR THEIR POOL. THAT !ND!V!UUAL WILL ALSO 
BE RESPONSIBLE FOR COLLECTING LESSONS LEARNED FROM POOL . 
DEPLOYMENTS AND PROVIDING THAT INPUT TO THE JIB. 

J, UPON REGISTERING WITH THE JIB, NEWS MEDIA SHOULD CONTACT 
THEIR RESPECTIVE POOL COORDlNAWR t=OR EXPLANATION OF COMBAT POOL 
OPERATIONS. 

K. INTERVIEWS WITH 
MINISTRY OF DEFENSE 
INFORMATION BUREAU, 
INFORMATION BUREAU. 

L. NIGHT OPERATIONS 

MILITARY PERSONNEL ENTERING/DEPARTING THE 
OR OTHER PUBLIC PLACES, I.E., THE JOINT 
WILL BE COORDINATED IN ADVANCE BY THE JOINT 

THERE WILL BE NO -AMBUSH. INTERVIEWS. 

(1) NO LIGHT SOURCE WILL BE USED WHEN OPERATING WITH FORCES AT 
NIGHT UNLESS IT IS A FLASHLIGHT FILTERED WITH A RED COLORED LENS. 
ONLY WITH PRIOR APPROVAL FROM rHE ESCORTING PAO OR MILITARY 
SERVICE MEMBER CAN ANOTHER LIGHT SOURCE BE USED. 

(2) LIGHT DISCIPLINE RESTRICTIONS WILL BE FOLLOWED. THE USE OF 
FLASH CAMERAS AND ACTIVE VIDEO CAMERAS DURING NIGHT 
ACTIVITIES/OPERATIONS IS PBQHIBITEQ, UNLESS SPECIFICALLY APPROVED 
BY THE ON-SCENE COMMANDER. 

2. THE FOLLOWING CATEGORIES ABE RELEASABLE: 

A. ARRIVAL OF MAJOR U.S. UNITS IN CENTRAL COMMAND AOR WHEN 
OFFICIALLY ANNOUNCED BY A U.S. SPOKESPERSON. MOIJE 01' !'RAVEL !SI:A 
OR AIRI AND DATE OF DEPARTURE FROM HOME STATION. 

8. APPROXIMATE OVERALL, COMBINED FRIENDLY FORCE STRENGTH 
FIGURES, AFTER REVIEW BY HOST NATION GOVERNMENT. 

C. APPROXIMATE FRIENDLY CASUALTY AND POW FIGURES, BY SERVICE. 

D. CONFIRMED ENEMY PERSONNEL KILLED IN ACTION (KIA) AND DETAINED 
FOR EACH ACTION AND I OR OPERATION. 

E. NON-SENSITIVE, UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION REGARDING U.S. AIR, 
GROUND AND SEA OPERATIONS (PAST AND PRESENT). 

- . -:. •. 



F. FRIENDLY FORCE SIZE IN AN ACTION OR OPERATION WILL BE 
ANNOUNCED USING GENERAL TERMS SUCH AS "MULTI-BATTALION'', "NAVAL 
TASK FORCE", ETC. SPECIFIC FORCE/UNIT IDENTIFICATION/DESIGNATION 
MAY BE RELEASED WHEN IT HAS BECOME PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE AND NO LONGER 
WARRANTS SECURITY PROTECTION. 

G. IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION OF MILITARY TARGETS AND 
OBJECTIVES PREVIOUSLY UNDER ATTACK. 

H. GENERIC ORIGIN OF AIR OPERATIONS SUCH AS "LAND" OR "CARRIER
BASED." 

I. DATE/TIME/LOCATION OF PREVIOUS CONVENTIONAL MILITARY MISSIONS 
AND ACTIONS AS WELL AS MISSION RESULTS. 

J. TYPES OF ORDNANCE EXPENDED, IN GENERAL TERMS. 

K. NUMBER OF AERIAL COMBAT OR RECONNAISSANCE MISSIONS OR SORTIES 
FLOWN IN THEATER OR OPERATIONAL AREA. 

L. TYPE OF FORCES INVOLVED (INFANTRY, ARMOR, MARINES, CARRIER 
BATTLE GROUP). 

M. WEATHER AND CLIMATE CONOI'r IONS. 

N. ALLIED PARTICIPATION BY TYPE OF OPERATION (SHIPS, AIRCRAFT, 
GROUND UNITS, ETC.) AFTER APPROVAL OF HOST NATION GOVERNM.ENT. 

0. CONVENTIONAL OPERATION CODE NAMES (DESERT SHIELD). 

P. NAMES AND HOMETOWN OF U.S. MILITARY UNITS I INDIVIDUALS. 

Q, THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION PERTAINING TO WOUNDED OR INJURED 
PERSONNEL MAY BE FURNISHED TO THE MEDIA: 

(1) THE DATE OF ADMISSION TO OR RELEASE FROM A MEDICAL FACILITY. 

(2) CURRENT ASSESSMENT OF THE PATIENT'S CONDITION, PHRASED AS 
"STABLE/GOOD/FAIR/SERIOUS/CRITICAL." 

(3) BIOGRAPHICAL DATA NOT DIRECTLY RELATED TO MEDICAL TREATMENT, 
SUCH AS UNIT, AWARDS, MOS/NEC, EDUCATION, AGE, LENGTH OF SERVICE, 
ETC. 

(4) A DESCRIPTION OF THE PATIENT'S CONDITION, OTHER THAN 
PROVIDED FOR ABOVE, WILL BE PROVIDED ONLY WITH THE INFORMED 
CONSENT OF THE PATIENT. SUCH INFORMATION WILL BE LIMITED TO 
IDENTIFYING THE TYPE OF WOUND OR INJURY SUFFERED (E.G., SMAL~ 
ARMS WOUND, FRAGMENT WOUND, ARM FRACTURE, ETC. l 

3. THE FOLLOWING CATEGORIES OF INFORMATION ARE NOT RELEASABLE: 

A. NUMBER OF TROOPS 



B. NUMBER OF AIRCRAFT 

C. NUMBERS REGARDING OTHER EQUIPMENT OR CRITICAL SUPPLIES iE.G . ." 
ARTILLERY, TANKS, RADARS, TRUCKS, WATER, ETC.) 

D. NAMES OF MILITARY INSTALLATIONS I SPECIFIC GEOGRAPHIC 
LOCATIONS OF U.S. MILITARY UNITS IN THE CENTRAL COMMAND AREA OF 
RESPONSIBILITY (AORJ. (UNLESS SPECIF-ICALLY RELEASED BY THE 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE.) 

E. INFORMATION REGARDING FUTURE OPERATIONS !EITHER WHILE 
ASSIGNED AS A POOL MEMBER OR UPON RETURN FROM POOL OPERATIONS). 

F. INFORMATION CONCERNING SECURITr PRECAUTIONS AT MILITARY 
INSTALLATIONS. 

G. PHOTOGRAPHY THAT WOULD SHOW LEVEL OF SECURITY AT MILITARY 
INSTALLATIONS, ESPECIALLY AERIAL AND SATELLITE PHOTOGRAPHY. 

H. PHOTOGRAPHY THAT WOULD REVEAL THE NAME OR SPECIFIC LOCATION 
OF MILITARY FORCES, INSTALLATIONS OR ENCAMPMENTS. 

I. RULES OF ENGAGEMENT DETAILS. 

J. INFORMATION ON INTELLIGENCE COLLECTION ACTIVITIES TO .INCLUDE 
TARGETS, METHODS AND RESULTS. 

K. INFORMATION ON SPECIAL UNITS, UNIQUE. OPERATIONS METHODOLOGY 
/TACTICS (AIR OPS, ANGLES OF ATTACK, SPEEDS, ETC.; NAVAL 
TACTICAL/EVASIVE MANEUVERS. ETC.) 

L. INFORMATION IDENTIFYING POSTPONED OR CANCELED OPERATIONS. 

M. INFORMATION ON MISSING OR DOWNED AIRCRAFT OR MISSING SHIPS, 
WHILE SEARCH AND RESCUE OPERATIONS ARE PLANNED OR UNDERWAY. 

N. INFORMATION ON EFFECTIVENESS OF ENEMY CAMOUFLAGE. COVER. 
DECEPTION, TARGETING, DIRECT ANO INDIRECT FIRE, INTELLIGENCE 
COLLECTION, OR SECURITY MEASURES. 

0. COVERAGE OF RELIGIOUS SERVICES IN KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA. 

P. THE FOLLOWING PROHIBITIONS APPLY TO MEDIA COVERAGE OF WOUNDED 
AND INJURED PERSONNEL: 

(1) VISUAL AND AUDIO RECORDINGS OF PERSONNEL IN AGONY OR SEVERE 
SHOCK ARE NOT AUTHORIZED. 

(2) IMAGERY OF PATIENTS SUFFERING FROM SEVERE DISFIGUREMENT OR 
UNDERGOING PLASTIC SURGERY TREATMENTS ARE NOT AUTHORIZED. 

(3) INTERVIEWS WITH OR VISUAL IMAGERY OF PATIENTS UNDERGOING 
PSYCHIATRIC TREATMENT ARE NOT AUTHORIZED. 



(4) IMAGERY THAT SHOWS A RECOGNIZABLE FACE, NAME TAG, ITEM OF 
JEWELRY OR OTHER IDENTIFIABLE FEATURES BEFORE CONFIRMING 
CASUALTY'S NEXT OF KIN HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED. 

(6) RELEASE OF HOME ADDRESS OF SERVICE MEMBER!SJ INTERVIEWED. 

4. PROCEDURES AND POLICIES FOR COVERAGE OF WOUNDED ANO INJURED 
PERSONNEL -- MEDICAL FACILITIES 

A. THE GOVERNING CONCERNS FOR NEWS MEDIA COVERAGE OF WOUNDED AND 
INJURED PERSONNE~ ARE PATIENT WE~FARE, PATIENT PRIVACY AND NEXT 
OF KIN CONSIDERATIONS. SUBJECT TO THE GUIOE~INES, CCP VISITS TO 
MEDICA~ CARE FACILITIES DURING AND AFTER OUTBREAK OF HOSTILITIES 
ARE AUTHORIZED. PUBLIC AFFAlRS ESCORT IS REQUIRED. 

B. REQUESTS TO VISIT MEDICAL CARE FACILITIES WILL BE COORDINATED 
BY THE JIBS IN RIYADH AND UHAHRAN, BY PA ESCORTS, OR BY COMPONENT 
COMMAND PAOS. 

C. VISITS TO MEDICAL CARE FACILITIES ARE APPROVED ONLY WITH THE 
PERMISSION OF THE FACILITY COMMANDER. CCP VISITS MUST NOT 
INTERFERE WITH MEDICAL TREATMENT. 

D. CCP MEMBERS MAY VISIT THOSE AREAS OF A MEDICAL FACILITY 
APPROVED BY THE COMMANDER. UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES WOULD CCI=' 
MEMBERS BE PERMITTED INTO AN OPERATING ROOM DURING OPERATING 
PROCEDURES. 

E. PERMISSION TO INTERVIEW OR PHOTOGRAPH A PATIENT WILL BE 
GRANTED ONLY WITH THE CONSENT OF THE ATTENDING PHYSICIAN AND 
FACILITY COMMANDER AND THE PATIENT'S ORAL OR WRITTEN INFORMED 
CONSENT, WITNESSED BY THE PAO ESCORT. .. INFORMED CONSENT.. MEANS 
THAT THE PATIENT UNDERSTANDS THAT HIS I HER PICTURE AND COMMENTS 
ARE BEING COLLECTED FOR NEWS MEDIA PURPOSES AND THAT THEY MAY 
APPEAR NATIONWIDE IN NEWS MEDIA REPORTS. 

5. INTERVIEWS WITH U.S.-HELD POWS OR RETURNING U.S. POWS 

A. MEDIA INTERVIEWS AND NEWS CONFERENCE WITH U.S.-HELD 
PRISONERS OF WAR AND OTHER DETAINED PERSONNEL WILL NOT BE GRANTED 
UN~ESS AUTHORIZED BY OASD(PA). 

B. INTERVIEWS AND NEWS CONFERENCES WITH RETURNED U.S. PRISONERS 
OF WAR AND OTHER DETAINED PERSONNEL WILL NOT BE GRANTED UNLESS 
AUTHORIZED BY OASD(PAI. PRESS CONTACT WILL TAKE PLACE ONLY AFTER 
RETURNING PERSONNEL RECEIVE MEDICAL EVALUAllUN AND A~PHUPH1ArE 
BRIEFINGS AND DEBRIEFINGS. FOR PA PURPOSES, RETURNING PERSONNE~ 
WILL BE BRIEFED BEFORE MEETING WITH THE PRESS AND ADviSED TO 
CONSIDER OPERA"fiONAL SECURITY, THE WELFARE OF OTHER RETURNED 
PERSONNEL AND THEIR FAMI~IES, AND THE SAFET~ OF OTHER DETAINED 
PERSONNEL WHEN MAKING THEIR REMARKS. 



6. IF YOU ARE NOT SURE WHETHER THE ACTION THAT YOU TAKE WILL 
JEOPARDIZE OPERATIONAL SECURITY AND POTENTIALLY COST AMERICAN 
LIVES, CONSULT WITH YOUR ESCORT OFFICER PRIOR TO TAKING ACTION. 



CERTIFY THAT THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS TRUE AND CORRECT: 

NAME: 

NAME OF NEXT OF KIN: 

ADDRESS: 

PHONE : 

PASSPORT NUMBER AND 
COUNTRY OF ISSUE : 

VISA EXPIRATION : 

ADDRESS IN COUNTRY : 

PHONE : 

(JIB PERSONNEL WILL CHECK PICTURE ID'S) 

DATE: 

I UNDERSTAND AND AGREE TO COMPLY WITH ALL PROVISIONS OF THE 
MEDIA GUIDELINES AND ANY ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONS THAT MY MEDIA 
ESCORT HAY PROVIDE: 

SIGNATURE 

BADGE NUMBER • 

COMBAT CORRESPONDENT POOL 
MEDIA GROUND RULES FORM (12/90) 



OPERATIONAL SECURITY CONSIDERATIONS 

1. OPERATIONAL SECURITY (OPSEC) IS A KEY ELEMENT OF ANY MILITARY 
OPERATION AND IT IS OF PARTICULAR IMPORTANCE IN THE CASE OF THE 
CCPS BECAUSE OF THE INVOLVEMENT OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL PERSONNEL. AN 
OPSEC COMPROMISE COULD ALERT FORCES HOSTILE TO THE UNITED STATES OF 
AN IMPENDING U.S. MILITARY OPERATION AND COULD THEREBY JEOPARDIZE 
THE LIVES OF U.S. FORCES. THEREFORE, ALL CONCERNED MUST STRICTLY 
ADHERE TO THE "NEED-TO-KNOW" POLICY. INDIVIDUALS NOT DIRECTLY 
INVOLVED WITH CCP OPERATIONS SHOULD NOT 8E INFORMED WHEN CCPS ARE 
ACTIVATED. THE FOLLOWING GUIDELINES SHOULD BE ADHERED TO BY ALL 
PERSONNEL INVOLVED IN CCP OPERATIONS, TO INCLUDE U.S. HI LIT ARY 
PERSONNEL AS WELL AS CIVILIAN NEWS MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES. 

DO 

UPON RECEIVING NOTIFICATION THAT THE CCPS HAVE BEEN ACTIVATED, 
HAVE WORKED OUT IN ADVANCE WHAT YOU ARE GOING TO TELL YOUR FRIENDS 
AND CO-WORKeRS ABOUT YOUR ABSENCE. 

HAVE PRE-ARRANGEMENTS MADE THAT WILL ALLOW YOU TO DISAPPEAR 
WITHOUT AROUSING SUSPICION AND WITHOUT CREATING ANY SIGNIFICANT 
DISTURBANCE IN YOUR WORK. 

- THINK HARD ABOUT THINGS YOU DO OR SAY THAT MIGHT BE OUT OF THE 
ORDINARY OR GIVE INDICATIONS/SIGNALS THAT YOU ARE DOING SOMETHING 
UNUSUAL. COULD A GOOD REPORTER/INVESTIGATOR DETERMINE THAT 
SOMETHING UNUSUAL IS GOING ON? 

- HAVE YOUR EQUIPMENT, CLOTHING, AND OTHER MATERIAL NEEDED FOR THE 
DEPLOYMENT READY TO GO, BUT NOT IN A PLACE THAT YOUR GETTING TO IT 
OR ITS ABSENCE WOULD RAISE QUESTIONS. 

- DRIVE YOURSELF TO THE ASSEMBLY AREA, TAKE A CAB OR HAVE THE POOL 
COORDINATOR DROP YOU OFF. 

KEEP THE FACT THAT YOU HAVE BEEN CALLED AWAY ON THE POOL A 
SECRET. THE LIVES OF U.S. SERVICE HEN AND WOMEN DEPEND ON YOUR 
ABILITY TO 00 THIS. 

FOI.L.OW THE GROUND RULES AND INSTRUCTIONS GIVEN YOU BY YOUR PAO 
ESCORT. 

DON'T 

INADVERTENTLY TALK ABOUT ANY INFORMATION CONCERNING YOUR CALL
UP, OR THE ASSEMBLY AREA. 

- LET THE EQUIPMENT YOU TAKE WITH YOU GIVE AWAY THAT THE CCPS HAVE 
BEEN ACTIVATED. 

- STORE YOUR EQUIPMENT OPENLY WHERE ITS ABSENCE WILL BE OBVIOUS OR 



WMERE IT WILL BE DIFFICULT TO GET WITHOUT ATTRACTING ATTENTION. 

MAVE A FRIEND TAKE YOU TO THE ASSEMBLY AREA. 

CALL ANYONE. 

NOTIFY YOUR BUREAU THAT THE CCPS HAVE SEEN ACTIVATED. 

2. THE ABOVE GUIDELINES ARE NOT ALL INCLUSIVE. THEY ARE OFFERED 
IN THE CONTEXT OF ESTABLISHING SIMPLE RULES TO INCREASE SECURITY 
AWARENESS. THE LIVES OF THOUSANDS OF u.S. AND ALLIED SERVICE MEN 
AND WOMEN DEPEND ON THE COOPERATION OF ALL PARTICIPANTS lN COMBAT 
CORRESPONDENT POOL OPERATIONS. 



ALERT PROCEDURES FOR COMBAT CORRESPONOEN·r POOL ACTIVATION 

IN THE EVENT OF A COMBAT CORRESPONDENT POOL ACTIVATION, THE JIB 
DIRECTOR, OR HIS DESIGNATED REPRESENTATIVE, WILL CALL EACH OF rHE 
POOL COORDINATORS ANNOUNCING THE ACTIVATION OF THE CCPS. THE POOL 
COORDINATORS WILL BE TOLD WHEN ANU WHERe THE CCP MEMBERS A~c rv 
REPORT (THE REPORTING TIME WILL BE WITHIN, BUT NOT LATER THAN, TWO 
HOURS OF THE ALERT NOTIFICATIONi. 0-P-E-R-A-"f-1-Q-N-A-L 
S-E-C-U-R-I-T-Y (0-P-S-E-CI CONSIDERATIONS ARE OF UTMOST CONCERN 
AT THIS POINT. JIB PERSONNEL, POOL COORDINATORS AND CCP MEMBERS 
NEED TO BE ESPECIALLY COGNIZANT OF OPSEC. 

POOL COORDINATORS, AND BY EXTENSION, CCP MEMBERS, WILL NOT BE TOLD 
IF THE ACTIVATION IS AN "EXERCISE- OF THE CCPS OR AN ACTUAL "ALERT" 
OF THE CCPS. 

CCP MEMBERS NEED TO REPORT TO THE PRE-DESIGNATED ASSEMBLY AREA 
DRESSED FOR DEPLOYMENT AND WITH THE APPROPRIATE EQUIPMENT AND 
SUPPLIES. 

ALL INVOLVED WITH THE ACTIVATION OF THE CCPS NEED TO REMAIN ~ 
AND UNEXCITED. VOICE INFLECTION, NERVOUS BEHAVIOR, ETC., ARE ALL 
INDICATORS THAT SOMETHING EXTRAORDINARY IS UNDERWAY AND COULD ALERT 
FORCES HOSTILE TO U.S. FORCES THAT OPERATIONS ARE IMMINENT. 
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ESSENTIAL ITEMS FOR POOL MEMBERS 

DURING CCP DEPLOYMENTS, POOL MEMBERS WILL EXPERIENCE THE SAME 
CONDITIONS AS THE TROOPS. WE WILL PROVIDE PURELY MILITARY 
EQUIPMENT SUCH AS WEB BELTS, CANTEENS, FLAK VESTS, CHEMICAL SUITS, 
GAS MASKS, ETC. POOL MEMBERS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE REST OF THEIR 
EQUIPMENT - PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL. 

CLOTHING -- CLOTHING MADE OF POLYESTER OR DOUBLE-KNIT MATERIALS 
SHOULD NOT BE WORN. THEY TEAR EASILY, DO NOT BREATHE WELL, AND 
CATCH FIRE EASILY. 

--BOOTS -RECOMMEND BROKEN-IN, LIGHTWEIGHT HIKING BOOTS, WITH 
SOLES THAT WON'T SLIP ON THE WET DECK OF A SHIP OR AIRCRAFT. 
MEDIUM OR HIGH-TOP BOOTS PROVIDE BOTH ANKLE.SUPPOHT AND PROTECTION 
FROM SCORPIONS, ROCKS, SNAKES, ETC. 

-- SOCKS - RECOMMEND AT LEAST FOUR PAIR. 

-- TROUSERS - SHOULD BE OF HEAVY COTTON TWILL OR DENIM 
MATERIAL WHICH WILL NOT TEAR EASILY. 

-- SHIRTS - SHOULD BE OF SIMILAR MATERIAL AND LONG-SLEEVED FOR 
PROTECTION AGAINST SUN AND INSECT BITES. 

HAT. 

SWEATERS - RECOMMEND DARK, WOOL SWEATER FOR COLO NIGHTS. 

HATS - RECOMMEND A "FLOPPY" WIDE-BRIMMED, SAND COLORED 

TOILETRIES TOWEL, SOAP, SHAVING EQUIPMENT, TOOTH BRUSH, 
TOOTHPASTE, TOILET PAPER, SUNSCREEN, INSECT REPELLENT, SKIN LOTION, 
LIP BALM, BAND-AIDS, ASPIRIN, ETC. 

MEDICATION -- CCP MEMBERS SHOULD BRING WITH THEM ANY REQUIRED 
PRESCRIPTION MEDICATION. RECOMMEND AGAINST ASSIGNING NEWS MEDIA 
AS CCP MEMBERS WHOSE CONDITION COULD BECOME SERIOUS OR LIFE
THREATENING IF THEIR MEDICATION IS NOT ADMINISTERED PROPERLY OR IS 
NOT AVAILABLE. MEDICATION WILL NOT BE RESUPPLIED. 

SHOTS -- CCP MEMBERS SHOULD HAVE CURRENT IMMUNIZATIONS FOR 
WORLDWIDE TRAVEL. GAMMA GLOBULIN, FOR PROTECTION AGAINST 
HEPATITIS, IS ESPECIALLY RECOMMENDED. 

PASseoRT -- A VALID U.S. PASSPORT AND CURRENT VISA IS AN ABSOLUTE 
REQUIReMENT. 

MISCELLANEOUS -- CCP MEMBERS MUST PROVIDE AND CARRY ANY PERSONAL 
OR PROFESSIONAL EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES THEY DEEM NECESSARY II.e., 
PROTECTIVE CASES FOR EQUIPMENT, BATTERIES, CABLES, CONVERTERS, 
TAPES, ETCl, ·A SMALL PEN KNIFE AND FLASHLIGHT (WITH REO LENSl WILL 
BE USEFUL IN THE FIELD. 



MONEY -- CCP MEMBERS SHOULD HAVE A MINIMUM OF $100 TO COVER MINIMAL 
EXPENSES (SUCH AS MESSING ABOARD SHIP, INCIDENTALS, ETC.), CASH IS 
A MUST AS THERE MAY NOT BE FACILITIES AVAILABLE TO CASH MONEY 
ORDERS OR TRAVELER'S CHECKS. . 

-



.. 
PHYSICAL CONDITION CONSIDERATIONS 

PHYSICAL AND MENTAL STRESS. CCP MEMBERS WILL EXPERIENCE VERY 
DEMANDING PHYSICAL REQUIREMENTS WHILE DEPLOYED WITH OPERATING 
FORCES. A PHYSICAL FITNESS TEST WILL BE ADMINISTERED BY THE JIB 
DIRECTOR TO HELP DETERMINE THE PHYSICAL FITNESS OF COMBAT 
CORRESPONDENTS. EVERY EFFORT SHOULD BE MADE BY PARTICIPATING NEWS 
MEDIA ORGANIZATIONS TO SCREEN THE IND!V!DUAL REPRESENTATIVES WHOM 
THEY ASSIGN TO THE CCPS. THOSE NEWS MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES WHO, 
AFTER ASSIGNMENT TO A CCP AND DEPLOYMENf ro OPERATIONAL UNITS, ARE 
DETERMINED UNABLE, PHYSICALLY AND/OR MENTALLY, TO FUNCTION IN THE 
STRESSFUL. ENVIRONMENT TO WHICH THEY WILL BE EXPOSED, WILL BE 
EVACUATED. CONSEQUENTLY, VALUABLE POOL REPORTS COULD BE FORFEITED 
IF A CCP MEMBER IS UNABLE TO REMAIN WITH THE OP~RATING FORCES. 

PREGNANCY. THE POTENTIAL RISK TO A PREGNANT WOMAN OPERATING AS A 
CCP MEMBER IS GREAT. PROPER OBSTETRIC CARE, IF NEEDED, WILL NOT BE 
AVAILABLE IN THE FIELD. 
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PUBLIC AP'F'AIRS 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301·1·00 

To: Washington Bureau Chiefs of the Pentagon Press Corps 

From: PeleW~ 
1 

_ 

Re: Ground rules and flight for auxiliary staff 
- in the event of hostilities in the Persian Gulf 

January 7, 1991 

Thank you for attending our meeting last Friday. As in the past, your comments were 
valuable and appreciated. I believe we share the common goal of working out a system under 
which information will be disseminated to the American people without jeopardizing operations 
or endangering the lives of U.S. service members. 

The overwhelming view expressed during the meeting was that the ground rules should be 
brief and clear in order to be effective. We agree and have boiled them down to one page 
(copy attached). We adopted the suggestion many of you made and now list only that 
information which should not be revealed. The second page of the attachment contains 
guidelines to follow which are intended to meet the specific operational environment of the 
Persian Gulf. 

You will note that we eliminated many of the earlier proposed ground rules, especially 
those which would have failed the critical test for combat ground rules: whether that 
information would jeopardize the operation, endanger friendly forces, or be of use to the 
enemy. As many of you noted, while every military operation has unique characteristics, past 
experience shows that reponers understand their heavy respo:tsibility in covering combat. In 
the end, it is that professionalism upon which we will depend. 

I am still working with the Saudi embassy to obt:lln visas for your people who may go 
over on the Air Force plane. As soon as I have the details worked out, I will pass them to 
you. In the mean time, we need the information listed below as soon as possible for the staff 
members you wish to send on the C-141. 

L. Name of news organization 

b. Full billing address of news organization 

c. Fax number of news organization 

d. Full name(s) of representative(s) 

e. Social security number(s) 



• 

f. Passport number(s) 

g. Names and home, business, cellular (if applicable) and beeper phone numbers of two 
people (primary and backup) who will serve as your points of contact for activation of the 

. flight 

This information can be faxed to us at (703) 693-6853, attention: LCDR Gregg Hartung. 
You may verify receipt by calling (703) 693-1074. 

Thank you for your continuing suggestions and comments . 
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OPERATIONDESERTSIDELD 

GROUND RUlES 

7JAN91 

The following information should not be reported because its publication or broadcast could jeopardize 
operations and endanger lives: · 

--- - -- - (1) !'or U.S. or coalition units, ~ific numerical information on troop strength, tircraft, weapons 
systems, on-hand equipment, or supplies (e.g. artillery, tanks, radars, missiles, trucks, water), including 
amounts of ammunition or fuel moved by support units or on band in combat units. Unit size may be 
described in general terms such as "company-size," multi-battalion," multi-division," "naval task force," and 
"carrier battle group." Number or amount of equipment ,,.ad supplies may be described in general terms such 
as "large," "small, n or "many." 

(2) Any information that reveals details of future plans, operations, or strikes, including postponed 
or cancelled operations. 

(3) Information or photography, including aerial and satellite pictures, that would reveal the specific 
location of military forces or show the level of security at military installations or encampments. Locations 
may be described as follows: all Navy embark stories can identify the ship upon which embarlted as a dateline 
and will state that the repon is coming "from the Persian Gulf," "Red Sea," or "North Arabian Sea." 
Stories written in Saudi Arabia may be datelined, "Eastern Saudi Arabia," "Near the Kuwaiti border," etc. 
For specific countries outside Saudi Arabia, stories wiJI state that the repon is coming from the Persian Gulf 
region unless DoD has publicly acknowledged panicipation by that country. 

( 4) Rules of engagement details. 

(5) Information on intelligence collection activities, including targets, methods, and results. 

(6) During an operation, specific information on friendly force troop movements, tactical 
deployments, and dispositions that would jeopardize operational security and lives. This would include unit 
designations, names of operations, and size of friendly forces involved, until released by CENTCOM. 

(7) Identification of mission aircraft points of origin, other than as land or carrier based. 

(8) Information on the effectiveness or ineffectiveness of enemy camouflage, cover, deception, 
targeting, direct and indirect fire, intelligence collection, or security measures. 

(9) Specific identifying information on missing or downed aircraft or ships while search and rescue 
operations are planned or underway. 

(10) Special operations forces' methods. unique equipment or tactics. 

(11} Specific operating methods and tactics, (e.g., air ops angles of attack or speeds, or naval tactics 
and evasive maneuvers). General terms such as "low" or "fast" may be used. 

(12) Information on operational or suppon vulnerabilities that could be used against U.S. forces, such 
as details of major battle damage or major personnel losses of specific U.S. or coalition units, until that 
··formation no longer provides tactical advantage to the enemy and is, therefore, released by CENTCOM. 

lllllge and casualties may be described as "light," "moderate," or "heavy." 
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GUIDELINES FOR NEWS MEDIA 

News media personnel must carry and suppon any personal and professional gear they take with them, 
including protective cases for professional equipment, batteries, cables, conveners, etc. 

Night Operations - Light discipline restrictions will be followed. -'lbe only approved light source is a 
flashlight with a red lens. No visible light source, including flash or television lights, will be used when 
operating with forces at night unless specifically approved by the on-scene oommander. 

You must remain with your military escon at all times, until released, and follow their instructions 
regarding your activities. These instructions are not intended to hinder your reponing. They are intended 
to facilitate movement, ensure safety, and protect operational security. 

For news media personnel panicipating in designated CENTCOM Media Pools: 

(1) Upon registering with the JIB, news media should contact their respective pool coordinator for 
explanation of pool operations. 

(2) If you are unable to withstand the rigorous conditions required to operate with the forward-de
ployed forces, you will be medically evacuated out of the area. 

(3) Security at the source will be the policy. In the event of hostilites, pool products will be subject 
to security review prior to release to detennine if they contain infonnation that would jeopardize an 
operation or the security of U.S. or coalition forces. Material will not be withheld just because it is 
embarrassing or contains criticism. The public affairs officer on the scene will conduct the security review. 
However, if a conflict arises, the product will be expeditiously sent to JIB Dhahran for review by the JIB 
Director. If no agreement can be reached, the product will be expeditiously forwarded to OASD(PA) for 
review with the appropriate bureau chief. 

Casualty information, because of concern of the notification of the next of kin, is extremely sensitive. 
By executive directive, next of .kin of all military fatalities must be notified in person by a unifonned member 
of the appropriate service. There have been instances in which the next of kin have first learned of the death 
or wounding of a loved one through the news media. The problem is panicularly difficult for visual media. 
Casualty photographs showing a recognizable face, name tag, or other identifying feature or item should not 
be used before the next of kin have been notified. The anguish that sudden recognition at home can cause far 
outweighs the news value of the photograph, fll.m or videotape. Names of casualties whose next of kin have 
been notified can be verified through the JIB Dhahran. 

-



Reply ZIP Code: 
20318-0300 

THE JOINT STAFF 
WASHINGTON, OC 

DJSM-35-91 
14 January 1991 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
(PUBLIC AFFAIRS) 

Subject: Media Airlift for Operation DESERT SHIELD 

1. In response to your request,* the Joint Staff will do 
everything possible to meet the 12-24 hour movement window from 
Andrews AFB. We advise the following: 

a. Cost of transporting the media pool personnel, who we 
.understand will be on invitational travel orders, will be 
borne by the parent organizations of the representatives. 
One-way fare will be approximately $911.00 per person, plus a 
$1.65 charge for each pound of baggage over 70 pounds. 

b. Given the scope of airlift missions underway at this time 
and through 31 January 1991, we would prefer not to plan 
specifically for use of only a C-141 type aircraft to support 
this requirement. We have notified USTRANSCOM and when 
hostilities begin, will pass the requirement to them for 
execution. Based on all operational constraints, USTRANSCOM 
will provide airlift support with available resources. This 
could mean that the 130 media representatives could be moved 
on another type of dedicated aircraft. 

2. The Logistics Readiness Center (LRC), Directorate for 
Logistics (J-4), will notify you of aircraft availability times. 
We request that you do preliminary work to identify 
representatives and certify their eligibility and billing 
information in advance. Prior coordination with the passenger 
terminal at Andrews is also advisable. 

3. Our point of contact is the Mobility Desk r presentative, 
J4-LRC. extension 70744. 

Reference: 

MI EL P. C. CARNS 
L'eutenant General, USAF 
Director, Joint Staff 

* ASD(PA) memorandum, undated, "Media Airlift for Operation DESERT 
SHIELD" 



.J I 
• 

I 
•, 
·' 

I 

PUBLIC AP'P'AIRS 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20301·1400 

January 15, 1991 

MEMORANDUM FOR WASHINGTON BUREAU CHIEFS OF THE PENTAGON PRESS 
CORPS 

SUBJ: Ground rules and guidelines for correspondents in the 
event of hostilities in the Persian Gulf 

Last·Monday, I sent you copies of our revised ground rules 
for press coverage of combat operations and guidelines for corre
spondents that are intended to meet the specific operational 
environment of the Persian Gulf. I appreciate the comments I 
have received from some of you and understand your concerns, 
particularly with respect to security review and pooling in 
general. I also was pleased by the general consensus that the 
one-page version of the ground rules was an improvement. 

The ground rules have been reviewed and approved with no 
~ajor changes. They became effective today. 

The guidelines were revised to comply with operational con
cerns in Saudi Arabia. We added a provision that media represen
tatives will not be permitted to carry weapons, clarified the 
escort requirement, added a sentence giving medical personnel the 
authority to determine media guidelines at medical facilities, 
and deleted the sentence saying the JIB in Dhahran would verify 
next of kin notification on casualties. We also added a section, 
in response to many questions, which clarifies our policy on 
unilateral media coverage of the forward areas during the period 
when the pools are operational. 

Last Saturday, I conducted a conference call with the major
ity of the CENTCOM public affairs officers, who were gathered in 
Riyadh and Ohahran, and discussed the ground rules and guidelines 
to ensure that the intent and purpose of the ground rules is 
clearly understood. 

I appreciate your counsel and remain ready to discuss any 
problems or questions you may have. 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 
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GROUND RULES 

14 JAN 91 

The following information should not be reponed because its publication or broadcast could jeopardize 
operations and endanger lives: 

(1) For U.S. or coalition units, specific numerical information on ttoop strength, aircraft, weapons 
systems, on-hand ~uipment, or supplies (e.g., artillery, tanks, radars, missiles, trucks, water), including 
amounts of ammunition or fuel moved by or on hand in suppon and combat units. Unit size may be 
described in general terms such as "company-size," multibattalion," multidivision," "naval task force," and 
"carrier battle group. • Number or amount of equipment and supplies may be described in general terms such 
as "large," "small," or "many." 

(2) Any information that reveals details of future plans, operations, or Strikes, including postponed 
«cancelled operations. 

(3) Information, photography, and imagery that would reveal the specific location of military forces 
or show the level of security at military installations or encampments. Locations may be described as 
follows: all Navy embark stories can identify the ship upon which embarked as a dateline and will state that 
the repon is coming from the "Persian Gulf," "Red Sea," or "North Arabian Sea." Stories written in Saudi 
Arabia may be datelined "Eastern Saudi Arabia," "Near the Kuwaiti border," etc. For specific countries 
outside Saudi Arabia, stories will state that the repon is coming from the Persian Gulf region unless that 
country has acknowledged its participation. 

( 4) Rules of engagement details. 

(5) Information on intelligence collection activities, including wgets, methods, and results. 

{6) During an operation, specific information on friendly force ttoop movements, tactical 
deployments, and dispositions that would jeopardize operational security or lives. This would include unit 
designations, names of operations, and size of friendly forces involved, until released by CENTCOM. 

(7) Identification of mission aircraft points of origin, other than as land- or carrier· based. 

{8) Information on the effectiveness or ineffectiveness of enemy camouflage, cover, deception, 
targeting, direct and indirect fire, intelligence collection, or security measures. 

{9) Specific identifying information on missing or downed aircraft or ships while search and rescue 
operations are planned or underway. 

(10) Special operations forces' methods, unique ~uipment or tactics. 

{1 I) Specific operating methods and tactics, (e.g., air angles of attack or speeds, or naval tactics and 
evasive maneuvers). General terms such as "low" or "fast" may be used. 

{12) Information on operational or suppon vulnerabilities that could be used against U.S. forces, such 
as details of major battle damage or major personnel losses of specific U.S. or coalition units, until that 
information no longer provides tactical advantage to the enemy and is, therefore, released by CENTCOM. 
Damage and casualties may be described as "light," "moderate," or "heavy." 
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GUIDEI..JNES FOR NEWS MEDIA 

News media personnel must carry and suppon any personal and professional gear they take with them, 
including protective cases for professional equipment, batteries, cables, conveners, etc. 

Night Operations •• Light discipline restrictions will be followed. The only approved light source is a 
flashlight with a red lens. No visible light source, including flash or television lights, will be used when 
operating with forces at night unless specifically approved by the on-scene commander. 

Because of host-nation requirements, you must stay with your public affairs escon while on Saudi bases. 
At other U.S. uctical or field locations and encampments, a public affairs escon may be required because of 
security, safety, and mission requirements as determined by the bost commander. 

Casualty information, because of concern of the notification of the next of ldn, is extremely sensitive. 
By executive directive, next of kin of all military fatalities must be notified in person by a uniformed member 
of the appropriate service. There have been instances in which the next of kin have first learned of the death 
or woUDding of a loved one through the news media. The problem is particularly difficult for visual media. 
Casualty photographs showing a recognizable face, name tag, or other identifying feature or item should not 
be used before the next of ldn have been notified. The anguish that sudden recognition at home can cause far 
outweighs the news value of the photograph, film or videotape. News coverage of casualties in medical 
centers will be in strict compliance with the instructions of doctors and medical officials. 

To the extent that individuals in the news media seek access to the U.S. area of operation, the following 
lie applies: Prior to or upon commencement of hostilities, media pools will be established to provide initial 
.lmbat coverage of U.S. forces. U.S. news media personnel present in Saudi Arabia will be given the 

opportunity 1D join CENTCOM media pools, providing they agree to pool their products. News media 
personnel wbo are not members of the official CENTCOM media pools will not be permined into forward 
areas. Reponers are strongly discouraged from attempting to link up on their own with combat units. U.S. 
commanders will maintain extremely tight security throughout the operational area and will exclude from the 
area of operation all unauthorized individuals. 

Fer DeWS media personnel participating in designated CENTCOM Media Pools: 

(1) Upon registering with the JIB, news media should contact their respective pool coordinator for 
an explllwioo of pool operations. · · 

(2) ID the event of hostilities, pool products will be the subject to review before release to determine 
if they contain sensitive information about military plans, capabilities, operations, or vulnerabilities (see 
anacbed ground rules) that would jeopardize the outcome of an operation or the safety of U.S. or coalition 
forces. Material will be examined solely for its conformance to the attached ground rules, not for its 
potential to express criticism or cause embarrassment. The public affairs escon officer on scene will review 
pool reportS, discuss ground rule problems with the reponer, and in the limited circumstances when no 
agreement can be reached with a reponer about disputed materials, immediately send the disputed materials to 
JIB Dhahran for review by the JIB Director and the appropriate news media representative. If no agreement 
can be reached, the issue will be immediately forwarded to OASD(PA) for review with the appropriate bureau 

· chief. The ultimate decision on publication will be made by the originating reponer's news organization. 

(3) Correspondents may not carry a personal weapon. 
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Larry King Live CNN TV 
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January 31, 1991 9PM WashingtQn, D.C. 

Interview with Pete Williams 

PETE WILLIAMS: What we've decided to do is not 

discuss downed U.S. aircraft while an active search and 

rescue is underway. We're not trying to hide the 

mBnber of U.S. aircraft that go down, that number will 

come out. We're simply saying that when aircraft go 

down there's a search and rescue mission underway, 

we're not going to discuss it, we're not going to 

answer questions about it, we're not going to publicly 
_,., __ _ anno11nce it . 

PWKJ t ..... ---~ c:.oo~ -... .,_ ---· , __ -....... , _, __ , __ 
ANNOUNCER: Welcome to Larry King Live. Tonight., 

Pete Williams, standing on the front lines between the 

Pentagon and the press. The Defense spokesman walks a 

thin line, giving out war news while protecting 

military secrets. 

Now, here ' s Larry King . 

LARRY KING: Good evening from Washington. 

~ couple of quick notes. We will have, as we have 

had the last two weeks, a Saturday night edition of 

Larry King_ Liv .. t-hi- ~~c\· ~- ~"c~i~l .o· -~ 
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Larry King Live this Saturday night. We'll be here, we hope that 

you're here with us. 

Here's a quote. 

tell you why we don't 

discussing it." 

"We just cannot discuss that. 

discuss that, because then I 

I cannot 

would be 

That sums up the present frustl·ations of Pentagon 

briefings, l.'eporters hungry for war news, monitored at every turn, 

censors, military faced with the difficult challenge of giving up 

data reports from the front while restricting off limits 

information. 

Standing between it all is Pete Williams, who by the way, 

is the author of that quote~ and is our special guest for the full 

hour of Larry King Live tonight, and we'll be taking your calls for 

Pete, your chance to find out who this person is. 

He is -- were you Congressman Cheney's aide? 

WILLIAMS: I was. I had the privilege of working for him 

for three years in the House of Representatives when he was 

Congressman Dick Cheney of Wyoming. I did press for him and a 

little legislative work too. 

KING: You're a Wyomingan? 

WILLIAMS: Wyomingite, yes. 

KING: Oh, Wyomingite. 

WILLIAMS: Yes, sir. Casper, Wyoming is my home town. The 

fact that. he's from Wyoming and I'm from Wyoming is strictly 
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coincidental. 

KING: Yes. Were you in the media? 

WILLIAMS: I was. I worked as a reporter, radio and 

television reporter out there for about fifteen years. 

KING: Radio stations in Wyoming, television in Wyoming? 

WILLIAMS: Yes, sir. Right. Both. 

KING: Call me Larry, Pete. 

WILLIAMS: Excuse me. All right, I will. 

KING: Why did you leave the exalted realm and world of the 

camera and the microphone for press? 

WILLIAMS: Well, I enjoyed it very much. I enjoyed my time 

in Wyoming, I got to go out and interview people who climbed 

mountains and who were doing water policy and all those things that. 

you do when you're covering a state like Wyoming. But I got an 

opportunity to go to work for Dick Cheney in the House of 

Representatives, and I respect him greatly, respected him greatly 

then. I'd covered him when I was a reporter, got to know him then 

and watch him at work. And he did me the great honor of inviting me 

to come to work for him, so I did. I never imagined, of course, 

then that I'd be doing what I'm doing now. 

KING: Did he ask you to come when he was elected, or was 

it sometime after? 

WILLIAMS: No, it was sometime after. It was in 1986 that 

I went to work for him and he was elected before that. 
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KING: Did you like the other side? Did you like the 

handing out the infonnation when you use.d to be the person asking 

the question? 

WILLIAMS: Oh yeah. It's a lot easier to ask the 

questions. Not as well as you do, but in general you don't have to 

know the answer when you ask the question. You're trying to find 

out infonnation. 

I enjoyed it a great deal. I loved being a reporter, but 

I'm enjoying what I'm doing right now. 

KING: Yeah, but a lot of reporters would have difficulty 

doing what you're doing right now. They don't want to be -- for 

wont of a better term, I don't mean this derogatorily, but flack ... 

WILLIAMS: Sure. 

KING: The spokesperson. 

WILLIAMS: When I first started the job and I was writing 

my first press release, it's a great mental adjustment because I was 

writing this release about some statement that Congressman Cheney 

had made and, you know, you sit there and you want to say, [uses a 

reporters-type voice] however, critics of the Cheney plans say ... 

So you have to fight that for awhile. But if you respect the guy 

you work for and if you believe in him then it's -- the transition 

is much easier. 

KING: Are -- what are your self rules, or were your self 

rules in the post in Congress, before we move to this current post? 
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For example, you couldn't have agreed with everything that the 

Congressman agreed with. 

WILLIAMS: Right. 

KING: How do you draw a kind of line? 

WILLIAMS: Well, you have to say that you're -- do you 

fundamentally believe in what he s'tands for. If you don't, then to 

sit there day, after day, after day and write press releases about 

what he says, and what he believes, and what he's doing, if you 

don't believe in that then you have to do something else. You don't 

expect to agree with everything. 

He was very good about allowing the staff to debat.e 

him, but then once he made up his mind then we marched forward. 

I think that's fair. 

KING: So on a moral issue you'd have to leave. 

WILLIAMS: You would if you didn't agree with what 

boss was doing. I don't see how you could live with yourself 

get up and look at yourself in the mirror. 

KING: If you didn't support this war you couldn't do 

job. 

WILLIAMS: That's right. 

KING: When he became Secretary of Defense did 

automatically know, he's going to ask me to be the spokesperson? 

with 

And 

your 

and 

this 

you 

WILLIAMS: No. It all happened very fast. As you recall 

the --well, to show you how keyed I was in on the decision, I had 
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gone to a meeting with a colleag11e of mine, Patty Howe, and had com~;: 

back and there was a big stack -- it was a Friday and I was walking 

back to the office thinking, I might cut out of here a little early 

today, and I came back and there was a big stack of messages in my 

"In" box, and I thought, what's going on for a Friday afternoon? I 

walk in with TV sets on CNN and there is Bernie Shaw with a picture 

of my boss over his shoulder. And I thought, what's this all about? 

And the President comes out and says I'm going to ask Dick Cheney to 

be my new Secretary of Defense. 

KING: That's when you knew. 

WILLIAMS: That's when I found out. I learned it ... 

KING: Did you then say, I'm going to be spokesperson? 

WILLIAMS: No, no. I had no idea. I was trying to get 

through the next hour and deal with all those phone calls. 

KING: Did you expect to be, though? 

WILLIAMS: No, it never entered my mind. And then he said 

the next day that it was his intention to do that, and of course, I 

was delighted. 

KING: By the way, why did you want that? Some might have 

said, you know, I don't need to be the spokesperson for the 

Department of Defense. It's got more minuses than pluses. We could 

make a case of the minuses. 

[Laughter] 

WILLIAMS: Well, I viewed it as a great challenge and an 
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enormous opportunity to learn. I mean, I'm from Casper, Wyoming and 

I just in the past year have been able to tag along with the 

Secretary of Defense when he met Mikhail Gorbachev and Lech Walesa, 

and those are things that we don't do much in Natrona County, so 

those were great opportunities for me. 

KING: All right. Are you his spokesperson, or the 

Department of Defense's spokesperson? 

WILLIAMS: That's an excellent question. I think you're 

both. I think I have an obligation to, when I'm in the briefing 

room I'm speaking for the Army, 

Marine Corp. I work very closely 

the Navy, the Air Force, and 

with them. I'm not out there 

the 

on 

my own just sort of making it up as I go. I work very closely with 

the variable spokesmen that those military departments have. I'm 

also the spokesman for Dick Cheney. I think you have to have a very 

close relationship with your boss. 

I wasn't in nobody's Rolodex around Washington as a great 

military expert. I wasn't invited to be like Anthony Cordesman 

coming on television to do military analysis back in those days. 

You have to have, I think, a very close relationship with your boss. 

If I didn't, I couldn't be doing this job. But there is a dual 

role. 

-

KING: Are you married? 

WILLIAMS: No, sir. 

KING: Would it be tough on a marriage? 
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KING: Would it be tough on a marriage? 

WILLIAMS: Well right now I think it would be, yes. 

KING: What makes a good spokesperson? 

WILLIAMS: Well. I guess you might be a better judge of 

that -- to answer that question t~an I am. 

KING: Well. I think you're very good. I watch you, you're 

appealing to listen to, I find myself feeling informed. But I don't 

know if you're good. for example, maybe you're lying. 

(Laughter) 

WILLIAMS: In other words, I have a lot of credibility, is 

what you're saying. 

KING:· You have built credibility through personality and 

through an apparent knowledge of subject. 

WILLIAMS: Well, I think I ... 

KING: So I would say you're doing a great job. Is that 

the role, do to a great job for the Department of Defense? Then 

you're filling the role. 

WILLIAMS: Well, I guess -- let me answer it this way. 

I'll tell you what I think the job of the Assistant Secretary 

what I do for public affairs. I think I'm sort of in the middle. I 

try to anticipate questions that reporters are going to ask. I go 

around and ask people in the Department questions and elicit answers 

from them, and then I can build up knowledge about something and be 

able to answer questions about that. I'm sort of -- I'm sort of a 
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wholesaler of ... 

KING: ... then have to regard you as straight. 

WILLIAMS: You have when you go up there's a standard 

routine. When you go up for Senate confirmation for this job, they 

say, would you ever lie for your. country. And of cotirse there's 

only one answer to that question, and the answer is no. 

maintain credibility, you have to be believable. The 

puts a lot of trust in you, and you have to treat 

seriously. 

You have to 

Department. 

that very 

KING: You may say no comment, but you will not tell a 

knowing lie. 

WILLIAMS: Absolutely. If you don't know, you say I don't 

know. 

KING: Might you also go to bat at times for the press? 

Might you say, General, Mr. Secretary, I think you ought to tell 

them this? 

WILLIAMS: Sure. You are an advocate at times. I mean, 

that's -- if you look up the definition of a job in the Defense 

Department Handbook, in the DOD regulations, it 

the public affairs advisor for the Department. 

says that you are 

Now, I happen to 

work with two people who don't need a lot of public affairs advice. 

I've said before that some press secretaries spend as much time 

explaining the press to their boss as they do explaining their boss 

to the press. Now, I don't have that problem with Dick Cheney. He 
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worked in the White House, he was Chief of Staff, he's been in 

Congress. He knows how it works. Colin Powell also has had a lot 

of political experience. I don't need to give them that advice. 

But they're thinking about a lot of other things sometimes, and I 

think sometimes I weigh in with ~hat. And I find a very receptive 

audience in both of those two people. 

KING: Pete Williams is our guest. There's lots more. 

He's our guest for the full hour. We'll be including your -- yom:· 

chance, hey, it's a live briefing with him, with you, after this. 

Don't go away. 

* * * 
KING: Our guest is the chief Pentagon spokesperson, Pete 

Williams. Actually, his title is, what, Assistant Secretary ... 

WILLIAMS: For public affairs. 

KING: Of Defense for Public Affairs. 

We'll be going to calls in a little while, but we have on 

the phone Senator Nancy Kassebaum of Kansas, one of the more 

powerful and more articulate members of the United States Senat.e. 

who has a I hear her smiling who has a question for Pete. 

Nancy? Thank you for calling. 

SENATOR NANCY KASSEBAUM: Hi, Larry. Well, it's a 

pleasure. 

First, I'd just like to say to Pete Williams I think he's 

done an outstanding job as a spokesman for the Pentagon. 
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WILLIAMS: Thank you very much. 

SENATOR KASSEBAUM: Secondly, I 

opportunity to call in because I've had a 

want to 

number of 

take 

calls 

this 

from 

Kansas, and I'm sure you've heard from a number of people too, 

regarding mail to the troops. There seems to be a growing question, 

and I realize that in many ways it's the biggest operation we've 

ever had regarding mail overseas. But I wondered if you could just 

on -- while you • re there where many can hear you around the co,lntry, 

talk a bit ab01Jt what • s happening with mail to the troops. 

KING: Is there a problem, Nancy? 

SENATOR KASSEBAUM: Well, I'm just beginning to get a lot 

of calls from family members who say that they're not receiving 

mail. 

KING: Okay. Pete? 

WILLIAMS: Well, it's always a problem when you have trc•ops 

on the move. In the early days of Operation Desert Shield, when 

forces were still coming into the country it took a little while for 

the mail delivery system just to catch up to the huge size of 

deployment. It was an astonishingly large deployment in a 

short period of time. And it did take awhile for the mail to 

up. And then I think we were doing pretty well. Now some of 

this 

very 

catch 

the 

forces are moving, some of them are moving way forward, way out in 

the vast desert, and it's a little hard for the mail to catch up to 

them sometimes. 
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It's a problem we're aware of, it's one that we're working 

on, and it's obviously very important to the troops and very 

important to their families. But as they move there are going to be 

some lags there getting mail to them. 

KING: I believe in World War 2 it was like three months. 

What is the time now? 

WILLIAMS: I haven't heard of what it is for a forward 

unit, but of course, then every single piece of mail was censored. 

I mean, you know, you talk to people in World War 2 who got letters 

that had little holes in them -- and we're not doing that now, of 

course. 

KING: Thanks, Nancy. 

SENATOR KASSEBAUM: Well thank you. Let me just say on 

censoring, though, aren't all packages run through to be checked? 

WILLIAMS: They're run through metal detectors, they're 

screened like that, but in World War 2, literally, I've heard t.hat. 

every single piece of mail was opened and read, and that would slow 

it down considerably. 

SENATOR KASSEBAUM: Well thank you. I know it means a lot 

just to have reassurance on that. 

WILLIAMS: Thank you very much. 

SENATOR KASSEBAUM: Thanks, Larry. 

KING: Thank you. Thanks , Nancy. 

Kassebaum of Kansas. 

That was Senator 
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What do you like least about this? 

WILLIAMS: About this job? 

KING: This past two weeks. 

WILLIAMS: Well, on a personal, I guess I would say, people 

say the first casualty of war is truth. I think the first casualty 

is sleep. I think that's a probloem for everybody. But I'm not 

whining about that. The people in the Arabian Peninsula have it a 

lot worse than I do, and I'm aware of that. 

I think that when you have casual ties that's always the 

hardest part of the job, dealir~ with that. I think that's very 

difficult. 

KING: In this open openess, in this CNN syndrome where 

everything is there, is it hard to have secrets anymore? I mean, I 

would imagine the old kind of briefing was, hey Pete, go out and 

tell them that doesn't happen anymore. I don't want to guess at 

that. But that ain't the way it is. 

WILLIAMS: Well, I think, first of all, no, it's not hard 

to have secrets anymore. There are still future plans that we never 

discuss, they've never discussed that before in military operations, 

reporters understand that, and there's a whole big, long list of 

future plans that haven't been discussed ... 

KING: Do you know? 

WILLIAMS: I don't know them all. I think, you know ... 

- KING: Are you on a need-to-know? 
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WILLIAMS: All people in the Department are on the 

need-to-know basis. I don't need to know all the future operations 

for the next several weeks. 

not concerned about that. 

classified information. I 

I can't discuss them anyway. 

But there's a great deal of 

think most people that .work 

So I'm 

secret. 

in the 

Defense Department that I know of are extremely sensitive about 

keeping their country secrets, and ... 

KING: Do you like the fact that the public can see 

briefings? 

WILLIAMS: Oh sure, I think that's important. I think 

briefings are frustrating for reporters, but we do the best we can. 

A good reporter wants to have it all layed out, a good reporter 

wants to.know all the aspects, and then he wants to chose the facts 

that he use to tell the story just as he were covering a trial or 

piecing together a story about something that happened with the 

police department. I mean, you want to know all the facts that you 

can get your hands on. And the essence of journalism is the process 

of selection. And you want as many facts as you can, select the 

facts to tell your story. 

In military operation it's more complicated. There's a 

time lag, there's some things that we simply can't say because they 

would jeopardize an operation or the lives of the troops. And so 

reporters go to briefings, I think they find it a little frustrating 

that we can't answer all their questions. But yes, I think it's 
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fine that briefings, that people can see tbem. 

them to learn about it. 

I think they help 

that 

KING: How do you control getting testy? 

[Laughter] 

WILLIAMS: Well ... 

KING: I mean, do you have little things you do? 

WILLIAMS: I hope I'm not testy. I try not to ... 

KING: But I assume you want to. 

WILLIAMS: Well, no, I don't think so. I mean, I thiru: 

my own view of it is someone 

Well first of all, there's a sort of 

watching a briefing at home. 

double dynamic. There's the 

people in the briefing room with you that you see day-in, day-out 

that work in the Pentagon, people like ... 

KING: That sit in the same place ... 

WILLIAMS: ... like Wolf Blitzer from CNN. 

The Pentagon is unique among defense establishments in the 

world in that reporters come to work and work in the Pentagon. Now, 

they don't go to work in the British Ministry of Defense, and they 

don't go to work in the ministry in the Soviet Union, they don't do 

that in Italy. Our reporters have a building pass, they get the run 

of the halls, just as I do. I mean, they can't go into the 

classified parts, obviously. But they work just down the hall from 

me. I see these people all the time. I see them in the morning 

when I go to get a cup of coffee, I see them at night as I walk 
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out ... 

KING: ... go on stage together. 

WILLIAMS: And then we all go on stage together. 

KING: And we watch. 

WILLIAMS: And that's right. And so these are people that 

I work with all the time, and I know them, and you know, these are 

professionals that cover the Department of Defense, and they are 

good folks, and they have to ask hard questions. That's their job. 

I have a different job. I took an oath of office for a different 

purpose right now, so I have a different job. 

that. 

But we understand 

So I guess that I sympathize with what they're going 

through, I know why they ask those questions, and I think that gives 

you a certain amount of -- I mean, that's their jobs, they have to 

ask those questions. 

KING: And do you think they respect you, they know that 

that's your job? 

WILLIAMS: Well, whether they respect me or not, they know 

that's my job. 

KING: Pete Williams is our guest. 

your phone calls. This is Larry King Live. 

* * 
is Pete Williams. 

Back with more, then 

* 
We're going to start KING: Our guest 

including your phone calls. A couple of quick things, then we'll 
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intersperse other questions. 

As a person from the press, the word censorship has to be 

the most distasteful word to you. A press guy hates it. 

mean, I 

WILLIAMS: Sure. 

KING: How do you justify it? 

WILLIAMS: 

guess I 

Well, there isn't any censorship right now. 

can understand reporters wanting to call 

I 

it 

censorship, because what's happening right now bugs them, but let me 

just explain what happens. First of all, there've been 500, let's 

say roughly, press reports, written reports filed from the pools 

that are covering the military operation right now, since this 

operation began, since Operation Desert Storm started, since we went 

to the pools. What the rules say is that we hope reporters will not 

disclose information that can jeopardize a future operation of the 

lives of the troops, future troop movement, specific tactics, 

supplies on hand, operational weaknesses. Now, there really isn't 

any quibbling on the ground rules. Same ground rules we had in 

Vietnam, World War 2, Korea. 

In World War 2 there was censorship, full-field censorship. 

You filed for a public affairs officer, he took his pen out and said 

okay, Larry, you can't say this, you can't say this, thanks very 

much. And thatwas that. In this operation a public affairs guy 

will look at it right there in the field and say, I wish you 

wouldn't say this. 
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KING: Just wish. 

WILLIAMS: This would vi.<.>lato;o c1-ound rule number nine. And 

he says, cee, I've read ground l'Ule number nine, I disasree with 

you. It. &oes to the pre-s,. cent.e1• ln Saudi Arabia riaht with 

everytlling else, it isn't. held up. Thay have the same discussion 

there. If they can' t .!'lgree they call me • 

We • ve reviewed three "uch 1~porta and we' Vf! let. them all 

co. But. if we disasrood, I at.ill <'an' t. atop tl1en1. If it. were a 

piece fr01n Cllat·lea Jaco of CNN, l would call CNN on the phone <'lnd 

Day please don • t. do tl1i:o. Sut. l.h" ul t.l.mato decision l"ellh< with thfl 

news or&anization. 

KING: Can you ~;>ull Jaco • !I c-t·edentiala? 

WILLIAMS: We could, we could. But. tllat •.. 

Kl NG: But you waul dn' t .. 

WILLIAMS: But. t.hat·. • ~ the same -- tlle same wasn • t. true in 

Vietnam. 

KING: In W<>1'ld War a, t.houah, and Vietnam, Ernie Pyle 

could walk up lo any auy in a foxhole and aay, what do you think of 

thi11. Y<.>u olin • t do that. hAl'<!. 

WILLIAMS: Well. tl1ose we1·e ,,perations that. went on for 

many years. 'l'hia one is not .:.•>in.:, t.o. In Vietnam you had a mature 

-- wht~t milita:~;y people call a mattll"1!1 theatre of ope~rations. There 

was a well established system of helicopters, you could -- you ~low, 

you ec-uld get up in tlle morning, you could walk out to where the 
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helicopters were taking off, jump on one if there was space, go up 

to the front, spend a couple of days, and come back. It isn't like 

that. This is a vast desert, there isn't an intense ground 

activity ..• 

KING: But what is your , worry if a reporter, if Charles 

Jaco walked up to a guy in a tank and said how's things going? Why 

does that worry you? 

WILLIAMS: It doesn't worry me, but the problem is how's he 

going to get there. What we've -- there's a thousand reporters 

right now in Saudi Arabia. They would all like to go up and talk to 

guys in tanks. It would overwhelm the operation. There isn't a way 

for them to get there and get back, so we've said we'll have small 

groups that file for the ... 

KING: Otherwise it would be non-manageable. 

WILLIAMS: Absolutely. 

KING: Okay. Anything-- any ... 

WILLIAMS: Not that want to manage the news, I just want ... 

[Confusion of voices] 

WILLIAMS: •.. logistically. 

KING: Any word on the CBS guys? 

WILLIAMS: Unfortunately no. 

KING: Are you sending, are you trying all the time? 

WILLIAMS: Well, CBS just today, in the past 2(> hours, went. 

up to ~ere Bob Simon and his crew were last seen, talked to some 
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people there. We still don't know. We're trying to find out. It's 

a subject of great concern to us, ,of course. 

KING: Are they guessing? I mean, would you guess if Iraq 

-- if Iraq has them wouldn't Iraq tell you they have them, or would 

you think normally you'd be told we have these people? 

WILLIAMS: One would think so. I certainly would hope so, 

if they did. 

KING: You have no idea. 

WILLIAMS: No, we don't, unfortunately. 

KING: Clearwater, Florida. We'll go to calls for Pete 

Williams. Hello. 

MAN: Good evening, Larry. 

KING: Hi. 

MAN: Thank you very much. 

KING: Sure. 

MAN: Great job as always, particularly the Saturday shows. 

Very good. 

KING: Thank you. 

MAN: Mr. Williams. 

WILLIAMS: Yes, sir. 

MAN: Wonderful job on TV. 

WILLIAMS: Thank you very much. 

MAN: And real good, the balance is wonderful. We're a 

military family, and my comment basically, you were transparently 
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honest and sincere, and I argue with civilians a lot. If you could 

just take a little more time to explain the why that you are saying 

this for security. My Dad was career military and we understand, 

but I think civilians don't understand range and bearing on a 

missile thing, or why you can't forcast your future intentions. I 

think the military person, or family says gee, I know that reason, 

but I think civilians, or at least people I argue with locally say 

you g11ys are lying, you guys are ... 

KING: Okay, we only got 30 seconds to the break. 

WILLIAMS: It's a good point, and we have to try to do that 

harder. When we say, I'm sorry I can't answer your question, I 

think we should always say why that is, explain -- perhaps I did say 

that, you know, that if we discuss it then I'd be discussing it. 

Maybe the quote you opened with wasn't the best way to say it. But 

I think if we explained it a little more people will understand. 

Wyoming? 

KING: World around town, you want to run for the Senate in 

[Laughter] 

WILLIAMS: I'm just trying to get through this operation. 

KING: I'm giving you word around town. 

WILLIAMS: I see. 

KING: Want to be a network anchor? Word around town. 

[Laughter] 

WILLIAMS: Well, I'm very flattered. 
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KING: You can deny. 

WILLIAMS: I never thought when I was working for 

Congressman Cheney in the House that I would be doing what I'm doing 

now. I'm not very good at predicting what's going to happen in the 

future. 

KING: We'll beback wfthPete Williams. We'll have an 

update on the news as well. Don't go away. 

* * * 
KING: Our special guest for the full hour tonight is Pete 

Williams. He's the chief spokesperson for the Pentagon. You have 

seen him worldwide daily at the Pentagon briefings. 

Back to your calls. Sierra Vista, California. Hello. 

MAN: Yeah. I'd like to talk to Mr. Williams. I'd like to 

ask him does he really beli~ve he can be objective when in reality 

the people who pay his salary are -- of course have vested interest 

on what information does and does not go out? 

KING: We're the people who pay his salary, but go ahead. 

WILLIAMS: Well, that's true. I guess nobody thinks about 

this job in just the short term. I mean, I don't think any good 

person doing what I'm doing goes out and says how can I get through 

Friday. Your long term credibility is at stake. You asked earlier 

about am I a spokesman for the Department of Defense, and I said, 

in part yes. I mean, the credibility of the military is on the line 
• 

here, people are watching very closely. Suddenly the whole world is 
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watchir~ what the U.S. military is up to. 

We have to be very careful with what we say, that's why we 

want to get -- we don't want to get ahead of ourselves and get out 

and speculate about something before we can prove it. So we have to 

be careful to be able to stand behind what we say. 

KING: Also, you have no prere~lisite to go on. There's 

never been a war televised and there's never been a briefing, I 

think, telecast to where the enemy can watch the telecast. 

WILLIAMS: I guess that's true. I hadn't thought about 

that, but I suppose ... 

KING: Sure. There's no one ever been in your position. 

WILLIAMS: Right. But whether the other side is watching 

or not, I mean, even in the old days they would still have learned 

about it so you the kind of information that you put out I don't. 

think can change. But the point is, I mean, you have to be very 

careful not to mislead people in your briefings because that could 

come back to haunt you, and then if you were caught in that a couple 

of times intentionally, then who's going to believe you after that? 

So credibility is at stake. 

KING: I heard you today explaining bodies will come back 

next week, they will go to Dover, Delaware as an embarkation point 

and then go out to wherever the families wish them to. And there 

will be special ceremonies as the families wish, private or public, 

or whatever. But the press is not allowed at Dover, and your point 
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was it's just ... 

WILLIAMS: It's a transit point. 

KING: Transit point. So what if they question were asked. 

so what, why can't we go to the transit point? 

WILLIAMS: Well, I guess it's a matter of being sensitive 

to family concerns. There may have been other transit points 

the way. Dover, Delaware has developed some sort of status 

what I think it should be. 

KING: That happened with the Marines ... 

along 

beyond 

WILLIAMS: Sure. And I understand that. But there are 

there may be transit points in Europe, as returning servicemen go 

through some point in Europe and they're changed to another plane. 

The same thing may happen at Dover. I mean, there really isn't much 

to see there, and I think out of sensitivity to the families the 

coverage opportunities ought to be where the ceremonies are. 

KING: But as a newsman you would also say, okay I 

understand that and I respect that, but why can't I go, why can't I 

do a mood piece? 

WILLIAMS: Since -- I mean, there's nothing to see, really, 

I guess. And again .•. 

KING: As a good reporter would say, let me determine. 

WILLIAMS: Sure. I understand that. 

KING: Is that hard for you, this call? 

WILLIAMS: Well, to some extent, but I have to step in -- I 
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have to be an intermediary for the sensitivities of the military 

too. It wouldn't be fair to families to say okay, you decide 

whether you want the ceremony -- or the transit at Dover, Delaware 

called, and we'll just let ·everybody call you and ask. 

KING: Do you think the only point is to tweak the 

interest, or is the Pentagon fearing that seeing this in one mass 

will turn public opinion against? 

WILLIAMS: No. I don't think public opinion is so fragile 

that if casualties come back it's instantly going to dissolve. I 

think people understand that there may be some casualties involved. 

KING: Corpus Christi, Texas, for Pete Williams. He is the 

Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs. Hello. 

WOMAN: Thank you, Mr. King. Yes, Mr. Williams, I want to 

thank you for a job well done, but what I would like to ask you is 

what is the government's opinion, behind-the-scenes opinion about 

Peter Arnett and CNN being used as a propaganda machine for Hussein? 

WILLIAMS: Well, as many people have said before Peter 

Arnett is a very experienced, outstanding reporter. 

KING: Pulitzer Prize winner. 

WILLIAMS: Absolutely. 

There is a historical value to having a reporter there, 

because after it's all over, and after he's out he can report freely 

on what he's seen. At the same time -- I feel also that I -- that 

people in my position, or at least I feel that I shouldn't -- I'm -



-26-

not the government press critic, I'm the spokesman for the Defense 

Department. I'll leave the press criticism to Tom Shales and 

writers like him. 

I do think, though, that when this is all over there are 

some very serious questions that we're going to have to ask each 

other. We're going to have to look again at our policy. We've 

changed our policy as we go. 

In the early stages of this operation, when Iraq took 

American prisoners of war, they showed them on their television and 

people said why don't you bomb their television antennae and take 

them off the air so they can't do that anymore. Of course, as you 

know, we did that. Saddam Hussein did not have the ability to 

transmit those pictures to other countries where they could be 

picked up. They took him off the air of the Satellite Network, and 

then Peter Arnett and his crew bring in an uplink. And now the 

Iraqis again have the ability to get the message out. 

I don't know what the Department ultimately thinks of that. 

KING: Are you worried about the Iraqi message? 

WILLIAMS: I'm not worried about the Iraqi message. I 

don't think the American people ... 

KING: How on earth could -- would anyone be worried about. 

dissemination of -- why would that scare someone? Is Saddam going 

to come on suddenly and massive Americans are going to march for 

h . ? l.m. What is going to occur that's bad? 
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WILLIAMS: I don't think it's Americans that Saddam Hussein 

is trying to reach. I think he's still trying to reach an Arab 

audience, a Moslem audience. And propaganda is an important tool in 

war time, and I think, you know, it's another thing in his favor. 

KING: Well, wear another hat. 

WILLIAMS: Sure. 

KING: If you were the editor of the Washington Post, where 

Mr. Shales works, or you ran CBS, or NBC, or whatever, and you could 

get an uplink, wouldn't you have an uplink? And if you could have 

an Arnett, wouldn't you have him there? 

WILLIAMS: I suppose I would. I would hope that the news 

organizations that use their reports -- I mean, I think CNN's been 

very careful to label them as propaganda, as indeed they are, and we 

all understand that. I'll tell you that I try very hard, as I say, 

not to be the government press critic. I raise it as a troubling 

issue but I don't have the answer for you on whether it should be 

done or not. 

KING: When it troubles you, though, do you come down on 

the side of it's still better to get the information than not get 

it? Or do you come down on the 'side of this case it's better not 

to? Personally. As a personal -- non-governmental hat. 

WILLIAMS: Well, it's hard for me to do that since it's 

hard ... 

KING: I know. But you wear a lot of hats. You were a 
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journalist, so you know how everybody feels in this situation. 

WILLIAMS: Sure. I can understand CNN's desire. I guess I 

wish there were other reporters there as well, but it's a difficult 

time. I understand why CNN has Peter Arnett there. I think we all 

understand the difficulties under which he works and the censorship 

that's imposed upon him. I just 'hope that news organizations that 

use his reports edit them and think about them very carefully 

because they have to realize what it is, it's -- all he is allowed 

to put out is propaganda. 

KING: Okay. Is this war, in your opinion, as a journalist 

and as a spokesperson, going as well as it would seem to be going, 

based on today's briefings? 

WILLIAMS: Yes, I think so. I think we in the Department 

have to be careful I mean, in the early stages I think we were 

all pleased at how well everything was working. We had a lot of new 

weapons that had never been tested before, people said these new 

smart weapons won't work. Well, they did, they worked exceptionally 

well. But we were the ones out there -- you know, people always 

accuse the people in Washington of spend control. This was euphoria 

control. I mean, we were out there earlier saying don't -- you 

know know, this operation's going to go on for awhile, it appears to 

be going well now, but you know, a lot of things can happen, let's 

not get out of control in what we say. But objectively, in terms of 

what we had hoped to accomplish, and where we are now, I don't think 
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you'd deny that it's going well. 

KING: How do you feel about what's happened to you? 

WILLIAMS: Well, a little overwhelmed. It happened so fast. 

KING: How do you feel? I mean, suddenly, suddenly you 

were an internationally known person. 

WILLIAMS: I guess the way I think of it and the way to 

manage it is it's not me, it's -- the person who's internationally 

known is the spokesman for the Pentagon. 

KING: Who happens to be you. 

WILLIAMS: Who happens to be me right now. But nc;body ... 

KING: You can divorce that? 

WILLIAMS: Well, I think you have to, to some eztent. But-. 

the other part of it is that it insulates you -- it j1lst all 

happened so fast that you don't spend a lot of time gazing out the 

window at the River Entrance of the Pentagon thinking, hmm, you 

know. It just happens. One thing comes after the other, the hours 

tick by, and you just sort of ... 

KING: Have you had a dinner date since this started? 

WILLIAMS: One. 

KING: Gone to a movie? 

WILLIAMS: No. 

KING: Was it a casual dinner or a war-type dinner? 

WILLIAMS: It was a quick dinner. [Laughter] 

KING: Our guest is Pete Williams. Back with more phone 
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calls on Larry King Live, right after this. 

* * * 
KING: Let's go back to your calls for Pete Williams. 

Tunsten, California. Hello. 

WOMAN: Yes. My question is for Mr. Williams.· 
' 

Throughout 

a lot of the Pentagon briefings a great deal of discussion has gone 

on regarding the image you project. A lot of the general consensus 

among the people is that sometimes you are a little rude and curt. 

Is that the real Pete Williams, or is that a throwback of your 

position? 

WILLIAMS: Well, I try not to be rude or curt. There are 

sometimes when we can't answer questions as much as we'd like to, we 

can't go into any more detail, and we're trying to get to as many 

questioners in the Pentagon'briefing room as we can. And perhaps --

I catch myself perhaps going to quickly. I understand what you're 

saying, but I try very hard not be· rude. 

KING: Winston-Salem, North Carolina. Hello. 

MAN: Yes. My question is why can't the Defense Department 

go ahead and release videotape much faster than it's actually doing? 

WILLIAMS: Well, there are two sorts of videotape that are 

-- well, I guess there are three. There's the videotape that 

reporters themselves are making, and that's -- I don't believe 

there's any problem there, that's coming out very quickly. The 

second thing is what's called combat camera. They are teams that 
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have been around since the 2nd World War, since movie cameras, and 

they go with units, they are a part of units, they are fundamentally 

not public affairs people, they are there to document for the U.S. 

military what their units do. However, when combat camera tape 

comes to the Pentagon we review it to see if we can release some of 
' 

it, and we have been doing that. And the third kind of videotape ~s 

that made on the airplanes and the helicopters, it's called gun 

camera tape. And -- or gun camera -- I guess it is videotape. And 

some of that has been released as well. 

I think we need to do better at releasing more of that. It 

gives a good idea of the capability of the systems. And we're 

sensitive to that and we're trying to release more of it. 

KING: Do you get to talk to General Schwarzkopf? 

WILLIAMS: I try riot to bug General Schwarzkopf very much. 

He's a busy guy. I talk to Colin Powell frequently. When he first 

carne to the Pentagon he put a little phone on your desk that you 

could press the button and it rings on his desk. He's very good, 

he's very accessible about that. So if I have a question I can 

either ask someone in his staff or I can call him directly. 

KING: Jean Kirkpatrick said the other night on this 

program that Colin Powell's the best known General this country's 

ever had because I guess we could make a case for that, right? 

With television more people would know that face than any other 

Gener~ we've ever had. 
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WILLIAMS: It could well be. He's a very capable man. He 

deserves the reputation. 

KING: Our guest is Pete Williams, and we go to Roanoke. 

Hello. 

WOMAN: Yes. I have been very bothered the last couple of 

weeks about the censorship. Why has the military not imposed 

stricter censorship toward 

the bomber pilots who are 

journalists when they are interviewing 

coming back. They are providing their 

names on television as well as in some cases the bases that they are 

from. 

WILLIAMS: Well, the -- in the early days of this operation 

we pulled the guidance off the shelf for this theater of operations. 

It was when there were just dozens of people in the area instead of 

hundreds of thousands. And the old guidance said you shouldn't use 

servicemen's names. And you probably remember the flap about that 

in the early days. With thousands of people there that clearly 

makes no sense anymore. It's been done before. The Air Force view 

is that it's not a problem. If service men and women want their 

names used it's a choice that they make. 

Live. 

KING: And what would the enemy do with the name anyway? 

WILLIAMS: Exactly. 

KING: We'll be right back with Pete Williams on Larry King 

* * * 
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KING: Our guest is Pete Williams. 

This just in. U.S. troops in the Gulf can be required to 

take unapproved drugs for protection against biological and gern1 

warfare, a judge ruled late Thursday. The court declines to 

second-guess the Defense Department's decisions regarding how to 

equip and prepare the Armed Forces for war with Iraq. U.S. District 

Judge Stanley Harris 

that the troops should 

unapproved drugs. 

wrote there was a class action suit arguing 

be warned of the risk of side effects from 

WILLIAMS: That court decision, I just heard about it today 

never too. They're not unapproved drugs 

been used before. What this is is, 

in the sense that they've 

let's say that drug like valium 

properly has been used for years, it's well known 

administered. It can be a drug that's 

to be safe when 

effective in someone who's 

been exposed to a chemical warfare agent, a chemical weapon. And 

it's not feasible to say, you know, you're lying there, you're 

suffering the effects of a chemical weapon and we say, well we'd 

love to give you this injection but first sign here. So what we've 

asked is a waiver from that. We've gotten it from the Food and Drug 

Administration. That was challenged in court and the court said 

that's okay. 

KING: Athens, Georgia for Pete Williams. Hello. 

MAN: Larry, I was just calling to ask Pete, today in the 

news there was something that came out that the Pentagon was going 
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to cut back on the amount of information that was given to the 

press. My question to Pete is how they going to cut back on 

something that they've already not given out enough information as 

it is? 

KING: What are you cutting back on? How do you go back 

from zero? 

WILLIAMS: Well, I'll tell you what the specific one is. 

It's a very specific case. And it's the case of pilots whose 

aircraft is shot down over hostile territory. Now, in Vietnam we 

did not give out every day a summary of aircraft that had been shot 

down in the previous 2~ hours, it was done periodically. I talked 

to my predecessor, Jerry Freidheim who had that job during Vietnam 

and he told me that it carne out every couple of days, once a week, 

something like that. In this operation we've been saying so far 

every time a plane goes down. We got thinking that that's not a 

wise thing to do. We're telling the other side that there's a plane 

down, and we would hope that a search and rescue operation from the 

United States can get to that downed pilot before Iraq does. 

KING: So what do we say? 

WILLIAMS: So we're simply saying now that we're going to 

wait -- if there's a search and rescue operation we're going to wait 

until it's over before we acknowledge that an aircraft has gone 

down, or if they find the guy and get him out. 

KING: Are we going to say twelve planes went out and only 
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eleven came back? 

WILLIAMS: No. We're just going to say the current number 

of U.S. aircraft down is twelve, and then when we're through with 

the search and rescue operation we'll raise it to thirteen. It's -

in today you asked about instant communication. The reason for this 

is let's say you're a pilot and you engage another plane. You don't 

know for sure whether you shot it down sometimes. You're flying 

away, you get out of there, you think you hit it but you don't know 

whether it went down. If we acknowledge 18 hours later that a U.S. 

plane is down, then they're going to start looking. We ,_.ant to get 

to those folks first. 

KING: How are you dealing with all the rumors that we 

killed our own Marines today, that this was friendly fire? 

WILLIAMS: That's -- well, friendly fire is something that 

happens in combat, especially when you have a close ... 

KING: In all wars. 

WILLIAMS: Absolutely. When you have a close fight where 

units are very close together. I think, again, you asked about 

credibility before, I think it's important for us to say only what 

we know and not what don't know. We have no conclusive evidence 

whether those light-armored vehicles were shot by hostile fire or 

enemy fire -- or friendly fire. 

KING: At this minute you don't know. 

WILLIAMS: Exactly. 
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KING: Will you know? 

WILLIAMS: Well, I don't know. Depending on how the light 

armored vehicles were damaged it may be impossible to tell. 

Sometimes military commanders will tell you they can't tell. In 

Panama, we did acknowledge some casualties from friendly fire. 

KING: We'll be back with our remaining moments with Pete 

Williams. Where has the hour gone? Don't go away. 

* * * 
KING: Our guest is Pete Williams. The caller is from 

Arlington, Virginia. 

MAN: Hello. I was in a command post last week when CNN 

broadcast live from Turkey that the first ~0 F-16s were now taking 

off for Iraq. The. pilots in the command post went ballistic that 

CNN was providing this information live to Iraq. 

KING: How did we know it? 

MAN: For Pete Williams, did this live coverage endanger 

Air Force pilots lives in that mission? 

WILLIAMS: Well, it's difficult to prevent reporters from 

reporting what they can see with their own eyes. I would think not. 

There were so many planes flying at that point in the operation that 

I would say probably not. 

KING: What's the toughest part of all of this? Reporting 

casualties? 

WILLIAMS: Sure. I mean, personally the hardest part is. 
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The other part of it is this such an i.l!rnense operation that just 

trying to keep yourself informed is a full-time job too·. 

KING: When you getup in the morning do you shower, get 

dressed and go right in, or do you call in? 

WILLIAMS: No, I go right in. 

KING: You go right in. 

WILLIAMS: I go right in and call on my cellular phone as 

I'm driving in on Rock Creek Parkway. 

KING: And you are in at what time? 

WILLIAMS: Oh, it varies. I'm not the earliest arriver in 

the whole world. It depends. It varies. During this operation 

I've been in at four in the morning, six in the morning, eight in 

the morning. Today I came in at 8:30. So it varies. 

KING: And Colin Powell, as a military guy, is easy to work 

with. 

WILLIAMS: Oh yes, sir. He's very accessible and very 

forthcoming. 

KING: And of course Dick Cheney. How's he holding up 

under all this? 

WILLIAMS: He's terrific at his job, yes. 

- KING: Likes it better than Congress? 

WILLIAMS: I think he probably does. He misses Congress, 

but I think he's enjoying what he's doing. 

KING: Is Colin Powell going to be a Five Star General? 
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WILLIAMS: The last Five Star General was a General from 

World War 2. That would be a congressional decision. I doubt that 

would happen. 

KING: Doubt it? 

WILLIAMS: Well, you know, the talked about a fifth star 

for Admiral Crowe when he retired from the Joint Chiefs. It would 

be an exceptional thing. He would certainly deserve it but I don't 

know that it would be done. 

War 2. 

KING: And therefore exception for Scwarzkopf too. 

WILLIAMS: Yes. Yeah. But I don't know. 

KING: They're not given out lightly. 

WILLIAMS: No, they're not. The last ones were from World 

KING: Thanks, Pete. 

WILLIAMS: Yes, sir. A pleasure. Thank you very much. 

KING: What's with the sir? 

WILLIAMS: I'm sorry. It's a habit. 

KING: Pete Williams. 
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SUBJECT: Media Pools and Allegations of Press Censorship in Operation Desen Storm 

OYESTION: What are your views on news media complaints that the Department of Defense 
has imposed unnecessary restrictions on news media organizations by requiring them to gather 
news as members of media pools, as opposed to letting them operate independently, and by 
unnecessarily censoring news repons coming out of Saudi Arabia? 

ANSWER: 
Last August, after Operation Desen Shield was announced, the- government of Saudi 

Arabia declined to grant visas to western reponers interested in covering the deployment of 
U.S. troops. After some discussions with the Saudis, we were able to get their pennission 
for the DoD National Media Pool to go to Saudi Arabia. This gave American news media their 
first access to Operation Desen Shield, and eventually led to access for other western 
reponers. 

The DoD National Media Pool operation lasted for about two weeks before being 
disbanded. By then, the United States Central Command was able to establish a Joint 
Information Bureau in Dhahran that could assist news media organizations in covering the 
deployment of U.S. and other coalition forces into the Gulf area. 

Since the commencement of hostilities, Central Command has adopted a system of 
correspondent pools to permit reporting from forward units and from air bases and combat 
ships. Pools are necessary because U.S. ground troops are widely dispersed, because of 
anticipated fast-moving ground operations, and because of the problems that would be 
encountered in flling news reports from desen locations on the battlefield, 

Today, there are over 1,000 news media representatives there, and the only practical 
way for them to get to forward locations is for the U.S. military to take them there 
as members of pools that represent the wire services as well as the other print and broadcast 
media. We also assist them in getting their pool repons back to the Joint Information 
Bureau in Dhahran for local distribution and transmission to parent news organizations. Until 
the conflict reaches a stage where we can establish independent news media coverage, we 
believe pooling offers the media the best opponunity for covering the battlefield and getting 
their stories back to the United States in a timely manner. 

Despite some complaints about the pool operation, I would like to point out that there 
also are some reporters who have said that the system is working better than they thought it 
would. So, the negative reports are not unanimous. I might also add that on the morning 
after hostilities began, the Department of Defense transponed 126 news media representatives 
to Saudi Arabia to assist media organizations in enhancing their ability to cover combat 
operations. This was done in response to requests from the media over the period of several 
months prior to hostilities and reflects effons we have made to help the media. 

~th respect to the complaints about censorship, I must point out that the Department 
of Defense has no authority to censor news media repons in the strict sense of the word. 
However, to prevent the publication or broadcast of information or images that could 
jeopardize operations or endanger the lives of our troops, we established ground rules and a 
system of ground rule review for the combat pools. This process is designed to give public 
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affairs officers the opponunity to look at written news stories, photographs and videotape 
and make reponers aware of any inadvertent violations of ground rules prior to publication 
or broadcast. 

If a reporter disagrees with the public affairs officers' assessment, the matter is quickly 
referred to the chief of the Joint Information Bureau in Dhahran for his review. If he cannot 
resolve the issue, it is expeditiously referred to the Pentagon. If the Assistant Secretary of 
Defense for Public Affairs agrees that the contested information requires protection, he 
confers with the correspondent's Washington bureau chief in an effort to make the govern
ment's case. However, if the news organization concerned insists on publishing or broadcast
ing the contested information, the government has no power to stop it. Therefore, the 
Department of Defense is not censoring news reports in the way they were censored during 
World Warn and in Korea, where the military did have the power to excise material from 
news reports. 

Since the security review process was implemented in Operation Desert Storm, well over 
500 pool reports have been flied. Only three them were sent to the Pentagon for arbitration, 
and all three were decided in favor of public release. 
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516 4 Feb 91. Lawrence Jolidon, USA Today. A piece about a town p 
in northern saudi Arabia. "Shoppers in the uniforms of the 
U:S.A., France and Egypt, and a few non-descript foreign 
Clvilians, wade in and out of the stores in groups searching 
for the best buys in radios, watches, souvenirs of saudi 
Arabia and winter clothes to help ward off the chilly desert 
nights ••• Telephone booths are· also popular ••• The town's few 
restaurants and hotels are doing rush business •.• The town has 
a raffish reputation among the u.s. military. Periodically, 
Military Police vehicles with machine guns mounted on the roof 
patrol the streets and parking area, warning the troops not to 
stay too long. On recant days the town has been declared off
limits to some u.s. units .•• some u.s. officers said the town 
even has a drug trade. 

~~4 Feb 91. Michael Hedges, The Washington Times. This is a 
~detailed piece covering the air/ground war plans. I quote 

extensively from the piece. "With the 1st Infantry Division -
In an effort to destroy so percent of the Iraqi forces facing Vi 0: 

U. S. divisions planning to attack, the Air Force will shift 
a high percentage of its planes here for three or !our days of ~ 
saturation just before an offensive begins. •we would use all 
the aircraft in the inventory for the prepatory bombing.' said 
Air Force Major Bob Baltzer, 41 of Dayton, Ohio. 'The goal is 
to attrite his military power down to half of what it is 
before the bombardment.' The day before a ground offensive 
should be a hell of explosives and steel for Iraqi troops in 
trenches and bunkers according to officers who have worked on 
the bombing plan. 'The B-52 1 s will fly over from high 
altitude. straight and level and aim for a specific area, more· 
like a harassment or zone type of bombing,' Major Baltzer 
said. 'We'll role the F-15E's in at night,' he said. The 
P-15E Eaqles have sophisticated radar and optics for finding 
and hitting targets in the dark. 'During the day the F-16's 
will attack with precision bombing,' Major Baltzer said. 
'They can put a 2,000 pound bomb on a bunker. They will be 
hitting specifiq gun emplacements and command centers.' 
'Finally, if the Iraqis•try to shift any armored vehicles to 
an area where they think an attack will occur the Air Force 
will strike them with A-10 Warthogs, specifically designed as 
a tank killer,' Major Baltzer said ••• Major Baltzer was 
confident the Air Force could accomplish a great deal with the 
bombing or Iraqi positions. He said,that by using satellite 
images, fly-overs by reconnaissance planes and other types of 
intelligence the military had identified a high percentage of 
the targets pilots will try to destroy. •we have a very good 
idea of what the targets are, he said. Asked if the Air Foree 
teared a last minute shifting of assets by the Iraqis before 
the battle started, he said, 'They have demonstrated that they 
plan to stay in fixed positions and try to ride out the 
bombinq• ••• once the attack is underway, the Air Force role 
switches to one of close support for columns of tanks and 
armored vehicles ••• Air Force (spotters) will travel with each 
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a missile close to the USS NICHOLAS, the co is quoted as saying hi 
initial thoughts were that he came to close to MISSOURI's gunfire 

_other possibilities given: .stray surface-to-air missile (hostile o 
·friendly), artillery type unquided rocket or a near miss from a 
anti-ship missile. The story concludes with a short section abou 
uss NICHOLAS spotting and destroying a mine. 

627 10 Feb 91, Thomas Ferraro, UPI. SECDEF and GEN Powell were so bus: 
qetting updated on war that they canceled a date with eight "Scu< 
Busters." Eight soldiers received Army commendation medals tor thei: 
roles in shooting Scud missiles out of the skies Jan. 21. The eigh'. 
had waited nearly two hours tor Cheney and Powell before going aheac 
with the ceremony without them. 

628 9 Feb 91, Anthony G. Miller, UPI. Staff Judge Advocate story set ir 
leatherneck country. In normal times the JAG would give legal advice 
only to the commanding General and his staff. But this is war, anc 
with miles between the troops and any other lawyer the JAG fills out 
the wills, straightens out family support snags and reviews appeals 
ot Article 15 punishment meted out to Marines before forwarding therr 
to the commanding 9eneral tor this verdict. The reporter notes that 
unlike Vietnam the Gult w!lr is virtually drug and alcohol tree. 
Saudi officially bans alcohol in accord with Islamic law. 

{ltvjtv./{6~ 9 Feb 91, Stewart Powell, Hearst Newspapers. Patriot antimissiJ.e 
~system is steadily being refined to destroy incoming Scud-B warheads 

GJ..i and missile bodies. Lt. Col Smith said. his .battalion has been 
. adjusting the system's computer software since the outset of DESERT 

~~ STORM to insure destruction of the entire 37 toot Scud missile. 
Military officers declined to discuss the numbers of Patriots tired 

rDf~E~ by the battalion in order to knock down 17 Scud missiles fired at 
~ Riyadh. 

630 10 Feb 91, Peter Gosselin, Boston Globe. When members of Charlie co. 
3rd Battalion launched their first Patriot missile against an Iraqi 
Scud headed for Riyadh, it was the first time most had ever heard 
the Patriot in action. At between $500, 000 and $1, ooo, 000 per 
missile, the missile is fired infrequently in training sessions. 

631 9 Feb 91, Peter Katel, Newsweek. "Patriot crews don't reach tor 
their chem-wartare suit and masks when the Scud alert sounds. •we do 
the job of engaging, and if we get indications that it is a chemical 
attack we figure we have time. The first thing is to get the mission 
going. •" 

632 9 Feb 91, carol Morello, Philadelphia Enquirer. A story about two 
National Guardsmen, both Muslims, who oppose the war and have been 
assigned to rear·areaa as clerk typists. "It's not !or the cause of 
God, and I can't be a part of it," said Specialist Cheveron Scott to 
his commander. Private Jerry Walker said "I don't want to have to 
put my weapon on another day longer than I have to." Both see the 
war as a war of aggression, not self defense and feel their Islamic 
belief& and the war don•t fit together. Walker and Scott both love 
Saudi Arabia and its "public displays of piety," but admit that 
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provide a "seed corn• for a future Iraqi air force. While the admiral and his 
intelligence officers grapple with the big picture, sailors such as Bosun Mate 
First Class Michael Wold are more concerned with other aspects of the threat. 
Wold is an EOD technician who blows up floating mines when they are 
discovered. He says this is easy. Wold and other EOD specialists are looking 
forward to tackling the unexploded ordinance and land mines in Kuwait after the 
war. The way they look at it, each land mine they will work is one that didn't kill a 
soldier or Marine. 

653 11 Feb 91, David Alexander, UPI:Piiots flying F-16s against Iraqi positions agree 
that there is still a lot of work to be done. "There is a lot to target up there." said 
LtCol Billy Diehl, commander of an F-16 squadron. "It's definitely a target rich 
environment. • They're seeing a lot of tanks and artillery pieces. LtCol Mike Scott 
said he saw a lot of vehicles and armor during his flight over Iraqi Positions. He 
said a group of bombers had gone in before and he could see fires on the 
ground from the attack. ·we saw some more fires after we left and so I suspect 
that we hit something," he said. Another pilot said despite the pounding the 
Iraqis are taking, they're still firing anti-aircraft guns and missiles. "We're 
definitely attriting the guys. We're taking out a bunch of stuff out there: said Lt 
Gary Cooper. "It's just a matter of when the higher ups say its now time to go to 
the other war.• 

654 11 Feb 91, Christine Hauser, UPI. (Pool notes taken from a press briefing given 
aboard the MSO USS Adroit). The notes cover a wide variety of subjects 
concerning the job of a MSO and lots of interviews with crew members. The 
crew members interviewed discussed their jobs, talked about their own feelings 
about the war and staged a mine sweeping demonstration for the press. Some· 
also complained about the low combat pay and slow mail. The crew made sure 
the reporter knew how important mine sweeping was to the safety of the other 
Navy vessels. 

(.h. 16~ The U. S. Marines are on the move as they push closer to Saudi Arabia. 
·. 1j:: {p 5') ~ Marines still insist "the missiQn is defensive· until Mr. Bush gives a ground war 

order. Though Marines are within two hours drive of Kuwait City, few expect any 
~'- thrust to be quick or simple. "We expect resistance, we expect casualties. A lot 

I 
.L rl J depends on the intensity of our artillery and air support. Some Iraqis will fight, 

V'' ~rpP some won't." "I'm pretending this is a baby Iraqi," said a young marine as he 
vigorously slits a sandbag outside his tent on Monday. He was quick to explain 
to a passing newsman that he was only kidding. 

~6 Carol Morello, Philadelphia Inquirer. COL Robert Flowers, Commander, 20th 
Engineer Brigade, makes a series of visits to his battalions to deliver pep talks to 
his soldier and to explain their mission. He spoke to them of fear, as if it were a 
more formidable enemy than the Iraqis. "There are going to be some very tough 
days ahead for you." he told them. "I won't sugarcoat it. I expect you to deal with 
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Northeastern Saudi Arabia hit a border police outpost with mortars and light 
missiles and took eight rounds of artillery fire Monday night. Iraqi artillery 
strikes have been notoriously inaccurate. perhaps due to a lack of solid 
intelligence of U.S. positions. The Marines are arrayed along the Kuwaiti 
frontier and prepared for a ground thrust into the Iraqi-occupied emirate. 

842 19 Feb 91. Denis D. Gray, Associated Press. 2nd Marine Division near 
the Kuwaiti border. While many criticize resUictlve coverage and 
censorship clamped upon them by the U.S. military, few journalists With 
combat troops like the U.S. Marines have been h ear to complain that they 
are not getting enough taste of life in the field. Only a very small percentage 
of the 1.300 journalists In SaudLArabia asSigned to so-called ·combat pools": 
and those who end up with the Marines here get more than they bargained 
for. The nearly dozen journalists with the 2nd Marine Division. now poised 
near the Kuwaiti border, dig their own foxholes, fW sandbags and help pitch 
their "fly tent: a tarpaulin shelter exposed on two sides to rain and the 
bitterly cold Winter Wind. Some prefer to sleep in surrounding holes rather 
than jammed cheek-by-jowl Inside. 1he Marines have a certain attitude 
that we should be pulling our own weight out here. Sometimes they forget 
we are civilians and didn't go through Marine boot camp," said Linda Patillo, 
a correspondent for ABC television. She's averaged one hot shower a week. 
washes her hair with cold water out of a canteen and asks male tent-mates 
to close their eyes when she changes clothes. The Public Affairs Office. 
which handles the journalists, appears to be at the end of the already 
spartan Marine supply line. And some journalists are sent out from the Joint 
Information Bureau in Dhahran. which organizes the pools. lacking basic 
necessities like sleeping bags, canteens, ponchos and even "flak jackets,· 
which protect every Marine against shrapnel. WhUe preferring open 
coverage to pools, Patillo said she saw some advantage to the latter. "By 
being forced to stay out in the field we have gained valuable insight into the 
men who may have to fight this war. You don't get that living in a hotel and 
flying out here In a helicopter to spend a few hours on the ground.-

843 19 Feb 91. Susan Sachs. Newsday and Colin Neckerson. Boston Globe. 
Near the Kuwait Border units of the heavily-armoured Tiger Brigade, an 
Army force attached to the Marines for Operation Desert Storm. directed 
missile and mortar fire at an a-bandoned border checkpoint that In the past 
has been used as an Iraqt forward observation post. Lt. Col Jan Huly said the 
Iraqis were sending out foot patrols in an apparent attempt to glean 
intelligence on Marine positions. 

844 19 Feb 91. Jeff Franks, Reuters. U.S. Marines near the Iraqi border. 
Iraqi forces fired eight artillery rounds Monday night at 2nd Marine Division 
units near the Kuwaiti border, but the shells landed harmlessly in the 
desert. a Marine spokesman said. "It was harassment and interdiction fire. 
There were no casualties, • Said Lt. Col. Jan Huly at a briefing Tuesday. 

( R~ 18 Feb 91. Joe Albright. Cox Newspapers. U.S. fired hundreds of 
'ii=ill!ery rounds into southern Iraq into a weaP ~ (MtS<;IN G INF'-o) 
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south of Baghdad. For reasons that have puzzled the allied m1lttary planners. 
Iraq has left its own southern border to the south of Its capital relatively 
undefended. The significance Is that Iraqi military commanders now have 
painful confirmation of their earlier suspicions that the allies had moved 
some significant ground forces at least temporarily to a possible jumping off 
point far to the west of Iraq's massed tanks and minefields inside Kuwait. 
VIOLAnON: Rule 6 giving specific information on tactical deployments and 
dispoSition that jeopardizes operational security. 

846 19 Feb 91. Michael Reages, The Washington Times. Skirmishes along 
the Saudi-Iraq border illustrate the growing contact between opposite 
armies here as evidence grows that a ground offensive may be imminent. 
Shortly after midnight Iraqis started sending small patrols his way. The 
Iraqis would appear to move forward as if to surrender then disappear down 
small defl.les. popping up at other locations. After giving the enemy ample 
time to surrender, he ordered machine guns to fire on them. I waited to 
fire at the patrol in hopes of gathering prisoners who could provide the 
division with undated intelligence. "I tell my soldiers that every live 
prisoner is worth 100 dead guys.· he said. 

847 19 Feb 91. Peter Copeland. Scripps Howard. Northern Logistics 
Base. Saudi Arabia. During every day of ground combat the heavy Army units 
bundled into the VII Corps are expected to use 300 to 500 semi-trailers just 
for ammunition. and the big Ml-A1 tanks need to be refueled every five 
hours to 10 hours. The troops handle nearly 600 different types of 
ammunition. 

848 18 Feb 91. Dave Hendrickson, Milwaukee Journal. Eleven men and 
eight women of the 13th Evacuation Hospital share a GP large tent they call 
the ')ungle. • The tent had been subdivided with ponchos. blankets, green · 
plastic sheets, all strung on clothesline. Everything from meals to showers 
is communal. "You get to lmow people during a two-week AT, but not like 
this." Everyone who lives in the "jungle" works in the operating room. 
VIOLATION: The current concern is about the vaccinations everyone has 
been receiving for anthrax. one of the biological weapons that Iraq has 
threatened to use. Spec. 4 Bon~ie Johnson. an operating-room tech from 
Cumberland, Wis. said the anthrax vacCinations reminded her of the 
expenence with Agent Orange in Vietnam, in which a supposedly harmless 
chemical later was found to cause a variety of health problems. 

849 19 Feb 91. Gary Regenstreif. Reuters. "It appears as though they have 
gtven up the border. We were expecting to fight across it. It makes it easy 
for us when we roll across." US Army forces seized an Iraqi observation post 
abandoned after being bombed by allied aircraft. The post was bombed by 
US Air Force aircraft With what is believed to have been 500 lb bombs. 
Troops found AK-47 shell casings. old clothing and documents. No soldiers 
were found. A decrease in the number of Iraqi patrols slipping into Saudi 

· Arabia has been noticed, With less movement north of the border. '"It was 
nice. I have never been across the border before.'" 
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850 19 Feb 91. Joseph Albright. Cox Newspapers, with U.S. forces near the 
border. Reaction at the front to the Gorbachev Peace Initiative. A soldier 
who recently arrived from Germany describes his reaction "Honestly. what 1 
felt was disappointment. I felt they had taken so much of my time. my 
family. all the loving things a person needs and I feel that we should at least 
go in there and kick somebody's ass for it. I wish it could be Saddam 
Hussein's." 
Other soldiers were said to have other things to discuss at the chow hall 
including: a battalion commander who left his HUMVEE for an hour and had 
1t stolen or soldiers gathering spare parts by stripping wrecked military 
vehicles along the supply route. The only hostilities around the unit for the 
day revolve around two soldiers. one of whom was a cook, almost getting 
into a ruckus in the mess tent over insults about a woman. Apparently the 
cook. carrying his spatula. and the other participant. had to be restrained. 

~ 19 Feb 91. Kifner, New York Times in Saudi Arabia with the lOlst 
~me Division. After months of preparation many here are saying the long 

wait iS nearly over. Skirmishes along the Saudi border have been picking up 
as reconnaissance parties probe for Iraqi strengths and weaknesses. It is 
said that the intricacies and contradictions of Middle East politics seem 
little-known to most of the troops. although "there seems little questioning 
of their mission." The story indicates. that the main motivation, troops say 
over and over in interviews. is simply to get back home. 
VIOLATION: Rule 6, listing of size of friendly force units, page 851/2; lists 
division's size as 17,000 soldiers. of whom 800 are women. 

852 19 Feb 91. Mark Mooney. media outlet not listed. near the Northern 
Saudi Border. Description of a visit to the 18th Airborne Corps by Lt. Gen. 
Waller. General Waller. who is characterized as having "surprised President 
Bush at the outbreak of war by saying the Army would not be ready nntil 
mid-February," is quoted as saying during the visit "It doesn't appc4T :.hat It's 
going to be long." The general is said to have dismissed suggestions that 
peace initiatives from Russia would affect his preparations for war. In 
arriving General Waller is said to have emerged from his helicopter "with a 
heavy. brass topped·walking.stick." General Waller is quoted as saying 
furthei:, after noting that the mid-February date has passed, that "''ve felt 
I've been right all along." 

853 18 Feb 91, Laurenlee Jolidon. USA Today, with Army Engineers in 
Saudi Arabia. Description of Army Combat camp life. Since arriving the 
engineers are said to have formed a strong but unfamiliar bond-of 
paratroopers who haven't jumped in months, after having been· sent to a 
conflict where airborne missions are unlikely and available aircraft for 

_ training jumps scarce."Soldiers say they wouldn't want to jump here 
anyway-too many sharp rocks on and just below the surface. Mail Js 
discussed-more mail Is going out than coming in. The Army post office 
system changed the battalion's overseas mailing address when it moved 
north last month and no letters with the new address have reached them. 
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Nights are described as warmer than a few weeks ago, but still cold enough 
for sleeping bags or more. Army-issue bags are described as not warm 
enough. which has necessitated some soldiers sleeping in "body bags." 

854 19 Feb 91, Carol Morello. Philadelphia InqUirer. With Army firefighters 
1n northern Saudi Arabia, as seen through the eyes of unit members, 
including a married couple who were located near each other, but may not 
be long because the Wife had to be removed from a combat area. As the 
couple prepare for separation "casual chat" is abandoned for serious talks 
and "death scenarios" in the event, one is killed. An officer tells of Writing a 
letter to his Wife. which he mails to h1s father to give her. if he does not 
return home. He says "My fondest WiSh is that she never gets to read it. I 
want to go back and be able to destroy it." 

C~7 Feb 91, Joseph Galloway, U.S. News and World Report. with the 
~!vision. 9lst Chemical Warfare Company. The people who reportedly 

!mow the most about "bugs and gas" are characterized as the ones worrted 
the least about the agents. They indir.ate the U.S. is prepared for the threat 
but describe it as "a nuisance, something that might slow us down a bit to 
clean up our vehicles, but hardly more than that." In describing a company's 
capabilities a "secret weapon" is identified-a platoon of siX state-of-the-art, 
German-made, M-93 Fox Amphibious Warfare vehicles. The German 
government is identified as haVing provided more than 60 of the vehicles to 
coalition forces. Crews for the vehicles say there's only one drawback to the 
FOX-it's totally "alien" and unrecognizable among tanks and such. The 
solution-flying of a big skull and crossbones flag from the vehicle. 
VIOLATION: Rule 1, Identification of specific numerical information on 
on-hand equipment. page 855/1. siX FOX vehicles). 
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destroy the chemical agent (cyanide). 
ZoFeB q I 

llllil da•e llstetJ, Tim Collie. Tampa Tribune. Writer summary: TeiTortst 
against Patriot missile systems and other strategic targets are 

expected rtght before G-day or soon afterwards. U.S. military intelligence 
experts believe that Iraqi and Palestinian commandos are already in Hafr Al 
Batn waiting and watching. This story is based largely on one (unidentified) 
source who is a key intelligence aide to mllitary commanders. His views are 
based on intelligence shared among U.S. commanders. The source is further 
identified as being posted with a frontline unit. It Is indicated that "military 
analysts believe that Iraqi spies are good enough to determine when G-Day 
will occur two or three days beforehand." Additional material is discussed 
about terrorist cells and "current thinking" about their actMty in Saudi 
Arabia. The expertise of "the source" before ODS is identified as being 1n 
Soviet and Eastern European spy organizations. Iraqi special forces 
commandos are characteriZed as being trained as well as any Warsaw Pact 
force after having been hand-picked from Republican Guard units. 

· VIOLATION: Rule 3. by inference. through listing of specific location, Hafr Al 
Batn, and Patriot Batteries (see summary). 
VIOLATION: Rule 5. providing information on results of intelligence 
collection activities. 

873 20 Feb 91. Jane DeLynn, Mirabella. A viSit to the 85th Evacuation 
hospital on an air base 1n Eastern Saudi Arabia lists shortages of equipment 
which are needed such as specific types of sutures. The unit is now getting 
lots of things they never thought they'd see such as bronchoscope&, 
mon£tors and updated suction equipment. 

874 20 Feb 9L Jane DeLynn. Mirabella. 85th Evacuation Hospital leads 
the good ure with a basketball court. volleyball court, horseshoe pitching · 
ar~ .. and a place to show movies once or twice a week. One member of the 
group sayswi wouldn't have missed this for the world. This is where it's 
happening. We're making history and I am proud as heck to be here.· 

875 20 Feb 91. Jan DeLynn. Mirabella. Only anti-depressants available at 
the 85th Evacuation Hospital are tycyclics such as Elavtl. The generic form 
of the 70s favorite drug of choice. ·valium, is available. but only for a few days 
supply. The pharmacy stock of medication is fairly typical for a combat 
hospital. Any drug can be ordered from the US but 1t may take .30 to 45 days 
to reach the hospital. Soldiers with personality disorder problems such as 
alcoholism are sometimes able to remain in theater by attending the AA 
meetings held several times a week on the air base while service members 
undergoing maJor depressions are sent back to the U.S. 

876 20 Feb 91. Harvey Dickson. Boston Herald. Patient census of the 85th 
Evacuation Hospital has been reduced in part through the cancellation of 
elective surgery in anticipation of receivtng casualties from ground combat. 
Troops mOving farther north has also contributed to a 50 percent reduction 
in the number of patients visiting the facility each day. There are 375 
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POOL REPORTS 

~~ 21 Feb 91, Rowan Scarborough, Washington Times, 1n the Northern 
~an Gulf aboard canier AMERICA. If a ground war begins, A6-E aircraft 

will start flying close air support missions for the first time and pilots admit 
"It's going to be dangerous." "It's not one pass, haul ass" says a pilot ''you're 
making multiple runs and when you make multiple passes you get 
predictable." Targets will shift from pre-selected items to roving quarry 
picked on the spot by Marines. and new threats. in the form of small arms 
fire, shoulder-fired missiles and a "terrifying prospect-friendly fire," will 
have to be dealt With. 'That's one of a pilot's biggest fears-making a 
mistake. That's why I'm going to positively know what my target is. I'm not 
go41g to have friendly fire." says one pilot. On working With other coalition 
forces a pilot states he hopes the battle won't require him to talk to the 
Saudi's or to the USAF. "I Just v.""ant to deal With the Navy and Marines" he 
sa;ys. 
VIOLATION: Rule 1. liSts specific numerical information on tons of munitions 
aboard (ship's entire stock of 1,200 tons of bombs, missiles and cannon 
shells). 

883 21 Feb 91, Christine Hauser, UPI, on a MEDEVAC flight With the 
1620th Tactical Airlift Wing. A feature type story on a MEDEVAC fl1ght 
involving two non-emergency patients. With non-combat-related ailments. 
Interviews conducted With one of two patients: one won't talk to press. 
Patient interviewed going to Germany for operation after dislocating his 
shoulder flve times, three while playing sports, two while working on F-16. 
Various other interviews With flight crew, nurses and flight surgeons. 

884 21 Feb 91. Paul Majendie, Reuters, on the Saudi Arabia/KuWait border 
with the 1st Armored DiVision. A profile of a combat photographer. who is a 
forensic photographer in the U.S. and a Vietnam Vet. Residual bitterness · 
still lingers over VietJ)am for the photographer, who states "I hope we 
achieve something With this one.: On driving near the front the 
photographers escort. an Army SpeCialist. comments 'That's why there have 
been so many acCidental deaths with soldiers killed on the highway. 
Everyone thinks they are John Wayne out here." 

885 20 Feb 91, Laurence Jolidon. USA Today, With Army Engineers. 
A "how it is to be a soldier" story told in a war-game-type dialogue and Via 
short information bites. "Forget the games that come in boxes and 
magazines. Play the Real Army Game. It's not much fun, but it could change 
your life" says the writer. The reader is then taken through Army life in the 
desert as if someone were explaining the playing of a game for the first time. 
Some examples: "You're in 'The Real Army. Pick a rank .... p1ck another one. 
All the officer slots are fWed." or "Your tent should be large enough for five 
people, but not for the 13 other guys who have also left home to join your 
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before the operation began. a shift in Wind direction cleared smoke from 
burning oll fields in an area and more than 100 artillery pieces were 
spotted, then destroyed by air. 

1044 24 Feb 91, William Dowell, Dean Fisher. Time Magazine. The 7lst 
TFS was the first fighter group to arrive in Saudi Arabia after the crisis 
started. They fly F-15s. which are Involved in escort duty for other planes. 
Pilots are running into far less anti-aircraft fire than during the first weeks 
of the war. ~ey are running out of ammo and we have taken out a lot of 
their triple-a." Kuwait is the scene of a lot of smoke and Individual fires 
from combat. "It's amazing how ,much smoke is up there. It's 40 by 100 
miles long. As far as you can see. It's black up there. You can see fires 
through the smoke. I don't know if they're tanks or vehicles. but there are 
whole bunch of them on fire." "I was thinldng it was about time. It was on 
and off. I was almost relieved." There are so many airplanes over the 
Kuwaiti theater of operations that collisions are a major hazard. "It's a lot of 
airplanes in a small area.· 

1045 23 Feb 91, David Evans, Chicago Tribune. A possible Manne 
amphibious assault will be different than in past wars. Instead of using 
old-style landing craft. the Marines will be hitting the beaches in hovercraft. 
Three hovercraft are carried by the Amphibious Transport Ship Gunston 
Hall. The craft has a crew of three and four jet engines for power. The 
LCAC is fast and can move over shallow reefs and sandbars. It can transpon 
men and eqUipment over a mile inland. An artillery battery of stx hoWitzers 
can be transported to shore in five LCAC trips. Tbe howitzers can be spread 
over a wide flrtng area due to a recent development in computerized fire 
control. the battery computer system. The Marines landing will also wear 
spectal glasses to protect against laser beams that can blind instantly. TOW 
missile launchers carried by Marine LAVs require a lot of maintenance and 
have a tendency to short out If exposed to salt water. 

1 046 24 Feb 91, Geoff DaVidian, Houston Chronicle. In December and 
January, 36 million lbs of maU were received by a post office on a base in 
eastern Saudi Arabia. "Support from back home 1S one of the triads that has 
made our operations so successful." About one in twenty packages Is 
addressed ''to any soldier." • 

~4 Feb 91, Edith Lederer, Associated Press: Joan Lowy, 
~Howard News Service: Storer Rowley, Chicago Tribune. Allied tank 

columns .rolled more than 12 miles into Iraq and tore up five miles of the 
Kuwaiti desert in just ftve minutes in the early hours of the ground war. 
F-16s pounded Iraqi artillery batteries in western Iraq which had been 
6ring at the advancing allied force. '"'be lights of Kuwait City are still on. 
You can see occasional flashes from the ground fire that was going on - and 
it was happening both east and west of us." WARNING (GROUND RULE 6): 
The advance across an estimated 30C:Hnile front from the Persian Gulf deep 
into Iraq appeared to follow pre-battle scenarios for the air-land campaign 
to breach Saddam Hussein's wall of bunkers 1n Kuwait and flank his army 
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from the west In the Iraqi desert. 'They were in groups. I had expected to 
see a continuous line ... but tt wasn't like that at all. You have heard people 
talk about the enormity of this air power... this (air power) pales In 
compar1son." Close alr support was flown against Iraqi art1llery for Army 
troops advancing 10....15 miles Into Iraq from the Saudi border. The Iraq! 
battlefield west of the Saudi-Kuwait! border is thinly defended by Iraqi 
forces. "I would assume that the main (Iraqi) forces are 1n Kuwait. I'd say 
they're much heavier in southern Kuwait and further up at the Kuwaiti-Iraqi 
border, where the Republican Guard Is." Special care was ordered by 
commanders to pilots because many of the US casualties have been caused 
by pUots accidentally bombing their own troops. 'We have to be a lot more 
careful." The Allies were advancing so fast that the Fire Support 
Coordination Line moved about five miles in five minutes. "Anything going 
north Is a good sign. One alrcrew saw the SCUD launch at 4:30 a.m. 

1048 24 Feb 91, George Rodrique. Dallas Morning News. Pool members 
Visited with several pilots from the 7lst Tactical fighter Squadron, 1st TFW. 
One pilot was surprised the Iraqi air force didn't help defend against the 
allied ground forces. "A lot of their airfields have been hit pretty hard. We 
still have a lot of airplanes up there. and they have not shown any activity In 
quite a while. I thought all along that we would have to have a ground war to 
push him out." "I think that the ground war Will go quickly," "My brother Is 
a ground spotter with the 82nd Airborne. up at the front. So obviously, I did 
not want him to have to walk across the border. Now that It has started. I 
hope it goes as quickly and Violently as possible." "''he alr was going so well 
that we were kind of running out of targets." "We have been flying over those 
thing all the time and figured he'd light them ofT when the war started, and 
he did ... and there's a lot more planes In a small air space." About the Iraqi 
air threat: "We laugh about It," said an F-15 pilot. 'We go up there with 
candy bars and stu! and we will be sitting there eating candy bars over top 
of Baghdad, because It is pretty much not a threat to us." 

1049 24 Feb 91. Paul Baskin, UPI. InterViews with 7lst TFS, lst TFW 
pilots. 'There's a lot of a1r going in right now, a lot of A-lOs were working 
below us." "We haven't seen anything really in the air for quite some time 
now. They don't want to fly when we're up there, and they know we're up 
there so they don't go flying." -About the length of the war, "I would think 
two weeks Is my estimation but that's a hopeful estimation and it's coming 
from way down the chain.· 'There Is some traffic and It is headed north (on 
roads)." About the Republican Guards: "I think they're surrounding them 
right now so if they decide to fight it out with them, I imagine that Will 
probably be some of the toughest fighting." 

1050 24 Feb 91, John King, Associated Press. Marines aboard the USS 
Nassau rushed tank-fighting vehicles and other equipment ashore Sunday to 
help land-based Marines in their attack on Iraqi forces. About a dozen ships 
in the central Gulf steamed north to hook up with the forward elements of a 
Marine amphibious landing force. Marine Harriers shifted from bombing 
runs to close-air support of ground-based allied forces. Some sorties were 
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canceled due to the rain and heavy smoke over Kuwait. "I can't say that I 
expect something and I can't say that I don't," satd Rear Adm John B. 
LaPlante. the amphibious task force commander. when asked if sea-based 
troops were likely to see combat soon. Mine clearing operations In the Gulf 
continue and the battleships are firing their 16-inch guns at Iraqi targets in 
Kuwatt. Whether or not the landing force is sent into combat. the Admiral 
said its mission was to "fix certain Iraqi divisions in place so that they are 
unable to move out to the flank of the land based Marines or the flank of the 
Army forces." Naval forces were at full alert for possible chemical missile, 
naval or air attack. The step was a routine precaution taken at the 
commencement of ground hostilities. Reports that the amphibious forces 
bad landed on a Kuwatti island were erroneous. 

1051 23 Feb 91, Jim Michaels, Sand Diego Tribune. At dawn Sunday U.S. 
marines attacked into the teeth of Iraqi defenses in Kuwait and began 
pushing northward into the occupied country, as allied forces began a 
massive ground attack. The Marines attacked with tanks and armored 
vehicles. The main thrust of the attack was made by marines from the 1st 
and 2nd Marine Division. Captured Iraqi soldiers have said that Iraqi artlllery 
commanders have been given the go-ahead to use chemical munitions. . 

1052 22 Feb 91, Rowley/Lowy/Lederer. With lightning speed. allied forces 
surged across the Saudi border and raced north toward Kuwait City Sunday · 
nights Iraqi resistance crumbled, fighter pilots satd. Astounded by the 
speed at which allied armor and mechanized units were churning through 
the desert. U.s. pilots spoke of targets and missions being changed at the 
last minute because the front was advancing so quickly, •Some guys had said 
if this Is your day off, you're going to miss the war," said one fighter pilot. 
The ground war Is progreSSing about 10 times better than I would ever 
imagined.· said another pilot. Pilots say the black skies over Kuwatt are 
thick as a blanket which forced them to change altitude to attack targets. 

1053 24 Feb 91, John King. Associated Press. Naval ships get word that 
the ground war Is going well. Aboard the Nassau. the roar of constant AVB 
Harrier jet takeoffs and landing were the only reminder of a war a few miles 
away. The Nassau and about 20 other ships in the amphibious force 
remained in tbe gulf ready to go. Harrier pilots flew both bombing and close 
a1r support missions. 

1054 24 Feb 91, Dave Henderson, The Milwaukee Journal. No casualties 
from combat action had yet arrived at the 13th Evacuation hospital, by 5:30 
a.m. Sunday. Rumors that the ground war was Imminent ran through the 
hospital compound all day Saturday. Preparations for war began. 

~ KJfner. New York Ttmes. When the lOlst Airborne DMsion rode into 
~ tbe ghost of Vietnam hovered along side heir helicopters. This ls 

chance to put the Vietnam stigma behind me,w said a first sergeant.'Ibis Is a 
war where. strtklng wholesome-appearing young men and women treasure 
sands full of u My soldier." MG Peay III distributes inspirational diagrams to 
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his troops. stressing disdpline. leadership and the unit's rich history and 
llsts of values, including ·ethics. always. ·or course. if I did this in Vietnam. 
particularly my second tour, I would have been laughed out of town,· said 
Gen Peay. ·1rs always been my fear that the American people wouldn't 
support us: a soldier said. ·sut the school kids write us and everything.· 
•AJI the support we're getting, that's one reason morale ts so good: said 
one officer. 1st LT Cynthia Dubots will be flying troops into combat on giant 
Chinook helicopters and evacuating the wounded. 'I know when everybody 
get 1n the cockpit, they're going to have that scared feeling in their gut, • 
she said. ·But I'm just as qualified as anyone else. 
VIOLATION RULE I 1: ·AMONG THE 17,000 SOLDIERS IN THE lOlSI' 
AIRBORNE ARE NEARLY 900 WOMEN.· 

1056 John Pomfret. Associated Press. With the lOlst Airborne DiVision, 
More than 100 attack hellcopters blasted deep into Iraqi territory Sunday to 
cut Saddam's supply lines and head for the Euphrates River. More than 
2,000 men were airlifted scores of miles into Iraq. Apache assault 
hellcopters led the attack. which was backed up by a strike for French 
forces. The Apaches flew in low, less than 50 feet off the ground. carrying 
hellfire anti-tank missiles. 'Where life was created is where ass-loads of it is 
fixing to end.· said one soldier. MG Peay ascribed the assault as one of the 
biggest ever launched by the U.S. Army. "We11 be moving in low, hard and 
fast: Peay added. In addition to being one of the largest air assaults in 
history, the invasion Sunday also marked the ftrst time women flew 
bellcopters on an air assault mission into enemy territory. 

1057 24 Feb 91. Leon Daniel, UPI, The Big Red One unleashed tts 
devastating artillery and rocketry on Iraqi forces Saturday. -nere's no 
hiding from Artillery: said one officer. The 1st DIVision's armor roared 
across the desert and took up positions for an artillery raid using .155mm · 
hoWitzers and mobile launch rocket systems. One artillery officer was 
gratified by the muffied explosions of the rounds Impacting impacting across 
the border. -nat's their wakeup call: an officer said. •rt says, Hello, boys. 
are you having fun now?• he added. •Artillery is the king of the battlefield: 
another officer said. "We probably haven't put this much artillery together 
Since World War II. This· saves Ap:lerican lives: 

1058 23 Feb 91, Christopher Hanson, Hearst Newspaper. A team of 2nd 
Armored cavalry Regiment stands ready near the border, waiting for the 
word to advance. Their job like that of J.E.B Stuart', and George Custer's 
CIVil War cavalry, was to serve as the eyes and ears of the main attacking 
force. "We try not to get actually engaged, • says one soldier. ·rve stopped 
being nervous. t want to get in there and get It over with,· says one soldier. 
The units motivation for fighting was not hated of Iraqis. The focus of the 
soldiers anger was on Saddam. Soldiers said repeatedly in interviews that 
Saddam had to be stropped, that If he wasn't stopped now he would have to 
be fought again. One junior officer complained that the unit had not been 
issued enough desert camouflage uniforms and tan desert boots. although he 
had noticed that people in rear area headquarters had plenty of both. 
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hunger. He claimed that the Republican Guard. the elite unit the Iraqi army, 
was now down to one-quarter o( its original strength and said most of the 
rest of the army was waiting for a chance to surrender. The prisoner 
claimed that Saddam had sent his son to personally superviSe the plunder of 
Kuwait whlch included stealing all the cars, the gold, and medical supplies 
and equipment. 

1160 26 Feb 91, Carl Nolte, San Francisco Chronicle. New system to 
replace tanks. other armored vehicles and helos on the battlefield with new 
eqUipment that comes complete with crews trained as a team. Sending 
replacement weapons and men up to the front is as old as war, but moving 
them up as a unit ls as new as the Gulf War. It is as different as changtng 
inc:Uv1dual parts as compared to putting in whole component. "We learned 
that people who fight well fight for each other: said LtCol Chuck Cox. In 
Vietnam replacements were assigned to a tight little unlt like a tank crew as 
1f they were spare parts. They came 1n to a situation ·where you know no 
one, and no one knew you. It is a scenario right out of an old war moVie-
where a new man had to learn on the job. had to learn to fit in because if he 
didn't and there was no teamwork or coordination then the group could all 
die. The Wiz Ro changes the old concept. "We take already trained crews." 
and make them into teams. The result: American armor has actually gotten 
stronger in the field. 

1161 24 Feb 91. Jeffrey Ulbrich, AP. with the XVIII Airborne Corps in 
Northern Saudi Arabia. A spot story on the Tactical Headquarters for the 
XVlli Airborne Corps. The HQ is described as being "made up of tents and 
vehicles huddled in a depression on the desert floor, with each vehicle 
carefully covered with camouflage netting. • The aura in the tent is 
characterized as "business as usual, with little sign of emotion" as the 
go-ahead ts given for the operation to begln. The Corps Ops Officer is quoted 
as saying "the big key was allowing the young troopers to get over their 
combat Jitters," and "Thus far, our technology has worked. That technology, 
developed to fight the Soviets, is paying dividends." 

~ 26 Feb 91, John Balzar. Los Angeles Times. with the Army's 
~Army Aviation Brigade in Northern Saudi Arabia. Observations about the 

stormy weather and its effeCt on Army operations. How "violent winds, 
which reached 30 knots. and swirling rains on Tuesday forced suspension of 
a.tr resupply of forward U.S. Army units advanCing deep in Iraq." Possible 
VIolation: Rule 12. Information on operational or support vulnerab1ltties that 
could be used against U.S. forces. 

1163 26 Feb 91. Kevin Cooney. Reuters, with the Army's 18th Aviation 
Brigade on the Northern Saudi Border. Similar to pool report 1162 on same 
subject, same unit. stmUar quotes. One quote "At the base camp of the 18th 
fruStrated pilots and crews worked by their useless Chinooks securing them 
againSt the gusting wind." 

1164 25 Feb 91, John Balzar. Los Angeles Times. with the 18th Army 
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daylight, most of the forces inside of Kuwait would have given up.· Senior 
Marine commanders made repeated appeals to headquarters command 
posts tonight for assistance In handling the thousands of Iraqi troops that 
had been surrendering throughout the day. 

1075 25 Feb 91. Jeff Franks of Reuters and Denis D. Gray of AP. U.S. 
Marines surged into Kuwait Sunday, punching through mine-sown defensive 
barriers and devastating a division of Iraqi troops but suffering only one 
ld.lled and eight wounded. The low casualties were attributed to a 
combination of superb U. S. equipment and training and poor Iraq! morale. 
Forward elements of the diVision l.ricluding tanks and artillery batteries were 
already near Kuwait City. 

1076 25 Feb 91. Paul Majendie. U.S. tanks roared across the Saudi border 
into lraq today heading straight for a clash with the elite Republican Guard. 
in the biggest mass movement of u.s. troops since World War Two, tens of 
thousands of soldiers swept across the desert for what military commanders 
believe could be a week of bloody clashes in Iraqi terrttory. In a flank assault 
aimed at reaching the cream of Iraq's anny, they launched a blitzkrieg-style 
attack, eager not to get bogged down in minor skirmishes with the flrst 
small pockets. It could be the biggest tank battle the world h as seen for 
half a century with General Ronal Griffith. commander of the lst Annored 
Dtv. that fought Erwin Rommel's famed Afrtka Korps in World War Two, 
summfng up what is needed most now: "Armored warfare is as much about 
mobility as fighting.· 

~Feb 91. Joseph Albrtght. Cox Newspapers. A fast column of 
~~ and French soldiers drove northeastward Sunday threatening to 

cut Saddam Hussein's military off from the northern two thirds of Iraq. 
Amertcan and French forces drove their trucks, guns and light tanks across 
the rock strewn desert nearly two hundred miles away from the main Iraqi 
troop concentrations in and near Kuwait. It was classic flanking maneuver of 
the kind military historians have been studying. "We moved a whole corps of 
over 100,000 people over 300 m.tles, mostly along one road, the Tapl!ne 
Road, and we did that in sixteen day, with all the combat service support, all 
the logistics, all the ammunition. He attributed the success of the westward 
shift before the invasion to the efficiency with which the allied air forces 
have kept the Iraqi atr force from striking into Saudi Arabia. From the point 
of attack the Americans and French would have to cover about 150 miles of 
hard packed desert before reaching the Euphrates River. The ancient 
lifeline that forms the storied fertile crescent as it flows south out of Syria to 
Join the Tigris River. The allies penetrated the Iraqi frontier many miles 
due south of Baghdad. By striking close to Saddam's capital, Gen. 
Schwarzkopf forced the Iraqi command to make an emergency calculation 
whether the Amertcans might have in mind capturing the capital or whether 
they intend to veer east and south With a view of encircling the half m1llion 
Iraq! troops in and around Kuwait. 
VIOLATION: Rule 6 specific information on friendly force troop movements. 
tactical deployments and dispositions that would jeopardiZe security or lives. 
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the minefield in southern Kuwait safely. Iraq planned to bog them down in the 
minefield and then cut them to shreds with artillery. The plan failed. 

11:93 24 Feb 91, Phil Davison, the Independent on Sunday, with the U.S. 
Marines. The Marines were dug in deep inside Kuwait tonight (Sunday) and 
poised to go farther, after punching through Iraqi defenses to create an 
impressive "breachhead" in the occupied Gyulf nation. It left the Americans in 
control of a large area not just near the border but well into the emirate. I saw at 
least 600 Iraqis rounded up as the Marines neared their objective, which I cannot 
name. On both sides of our track on the way in, Marines were crawling or 
sneaking up to foxholes looking for Iraqis then tossing in grenades to blow up any 
mines or booby traps. 

1099 25 Feb 91 Colin Nickerson, Boston Globe; Susan Sachs, Newsday; Jeff 
Franks, Reuters; Dennis D. Gray, AP with the 2nd Marine Div. Talks of the first 

·days of fighting and advancing into Kuwait and then in holding positions 
overnight. Small pockets of Iraqi resistance but biaest headache seemed to Iraqi 
troops surrendering in such large numbers that they are a loiistics 'problem. 
Among the prisoners-two colonels and a general of front line divisions. 
According to C~l. Jan Huly, they are either surrendering outright or offering 
token resistance, then surrendering ... not even retreating. Gen. Boomer cautions 
that armor ahead still offers "siplificant threat" but predicted a war of days, not 
weeks. 

1lOO Steve Vogel, Times Journal 25 Feb. Notes from interviews with A-10 
pilots fiying CAS. They saw "columns and columns ... as far as I could see" 
describing allied forces on the move. Said the "bad guys" aren't movini but there 
were many burned out or abandoned Iraqi vehicles. F-16 pilots said visibility was 
terrible and one said he didn't drop any of his weapons on his last two missions. 

llDl Phil Davison, The Independent 25 Feb. Covers 2nd MARDIV moving 
on its second objective on Monday. Talks of "piecemeal" attempts at 
counter-attacks by Iraqis and overnight, continuous machine gun and artillery 
fire by Marines. Describes Marine's capture, virtually with no resistance, of and 
Iraqi divisional field HQ, including a command and control -center and living 
quarters. "There was not" a single .sign of life," he &aid. 

r,~ Ray Wilkinson, Newsweek Magazine 24 Feb. Dawn assault by 
~e armor "blitzkreig" into Kuwait, virtually unopposed. Reports near 

disaster when spearheading M-60 tanks laid down a broadside which nearly fell 
on a Marine fiank euard. Fire ceased immediately with no casualties. Describes 
use of min~earinr land charges then men and equipment pouring through the 
breech. Then, "Iraqis appeared from all points of the compass ... many were 
smmng." There was fear of chemical attack and chem gear was beinr worn. He 
counted "more than a dozen" Iraqi tanks still smoldering in their entrenched 
positions, unable to escape the "remarkably accurate" allied fire. Describes 
dozens of fires seen burning in the distance in the Burkan oilfield. VIOLATION: 
H! pla~~,llis unit, task force Ripper, at or near the Burkan oilfield. 
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Statement of Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs 
before the Committee on Governmental Affairs 

United States Senate 
February 20, 1991 

Some of the most enduring news reports during World War II came from Edward R. 
Murrow, who stood on a London rooftop and reponed the German bombing raids. Fifty 
years later, Americans watched reponers on the rooftops of hotels in Riyadh and Dhahran -
and their colleagues with gas masks on in Tel Aviv- describing incoming Scud missile attacks 
from Iraq. 

It was the writer Henry Tomlinson who said, "The war the generals always get ready 
for is the previous one." The same might be said of journalists: the coverage arrangements 
for military operations in the Persian Gulf are frequently compared to what's remembered 
from Viemam, Korea, or World War II. 

But Edward R. Murrow's proposal to talk without a script so concerned the military 
that he had to record a series of trial runs on phonograph discs. He submitted them for 
approval, but they were lost. So he had to record six more before he persuaded the 
authorities that he could speak off the cuff without violating the censorship rules. Today, 
Anhur Kent, Sam Donaldson, Eric Engberg, and Charles Iaco can describe what they see -- and 
show it on television -- with no military censorship of any kind And there are two other 
notable differences: they are live, and, at least in the case of CNN, their repons can be seen 
by the commanders of enemy forces just as easily as they can be seen by American viewers at 
home in their living rooms. 

Operation De sen Storm isn't taking place in the jungles of Vietnam, or the hills of 
Korea, or across the continents and oceans of World War II. The campaign on the Arabian 
Peninsula has been designed to get a specific and unique job done. The press arrangements are 
also suited to the peculiar conditions there. But our goal is the same as those of our 
predecessors -- to get as much information as possible to the American people about their 
military without jeopardizing the lives of the troops or the success of the operation. 

Origin of the Persian Gulf press arrangements 

Saddam Hussein stunned the world when his troops rolled across the nonhero border of 
Kuwait last August 2nd Within five hours, his army had taken Kuwait City. And from that 
day forward, the number of Iraqi troops in occupied Kuwait continued to grow and to move 
south, stopping only at Kuwait's southern border with Saudi Arabia. 

That weekend, August 5th, President Bush sent Secretary Cheney to Saudi Arabia for 
discu,Wons with King Fahd on how best to defend Saudi Arabia and the stability of the Persian 
Gulf. As history now knows, the first US forces began to arrive a few days after their 



meeting, joining US Navy ships already in the region. On Wednesday, as the first US Air Force 
F-15's landed on sovereign Saudi territory, there were no western reporters in the Kingdom. 
We urged the Saudi government to begin granting visas to US news organizations, so that 
reporters could cover the arrival of the US military. 

On Friday of that week, Secretary Cheney again called Prince Bandar, the Saudi 
Ambassador to the United States, to inquire about the progress for issuing visas.· Prince 
Bandar said the Saudis were studying the question but agreed in the meantimeto accept a pool 
of US reponers if the US military could get them in. So we activated the DOD National 
Media Pool, a structure that had been in use since 1985. · 

The National Media Pool 

The pool was set up after the 1983 US military operation in Grenada. While Grenada 
was a military success, it was a journalistic disaster, because reporters were kept off the island 
until the fighting was over. So a retired army major general, Winant Sidle, from whom this 
committee will hear later today, was asked to head up a panel of military officers and 
journalists to work out a plan for news coverage of future military operations. The result of 
their work was the Department of Defense National Media Pool, a rotating list of correspon
dents, photographers, and technicians who could be called up on shon notice to cover the 
early stages of military missions. 

It was this pool that covered the US Navy's escon of oil tankers in the Persian Gulf in 
1987. Its first big test in ground combat came in December of 1989, during Operation Just 
Cause in Panama Just Cause was a mixed success for the pool. It arrived within four hours 
of when the shooting started, but it took too long to get reponers to the scene of the 
action. I think we learned some imponant lessons from what happened in Panama, and we've 
applied them to what's going on in the Gulf. 

The true purpose of the National Media Pool is to enable reponers to cover the earliest 
possible action of a US military operation in a remote area where there is no other presence 
of the American press, while still protecting the element of surprise -- an essential pan of 
what military people call operational security. Of course, Operation Desen Shield was no 
secret. The President made a public announcement that he was ordering US forces to the Gulf. 
But because there were no western reporters in Saudi Arabia, we flew in the DOD media pool. 

First reponers came on the DOD pool 

We moved quickly, once we received permission from the Saudi government on Friday, 
August I Oth. We notified the news organizations in the pool rotation that Friday night. 
They brought in their passpons Saturday morning, and I took them to the Saudi embassy 
myself that afternoon, where the appropriate staff had been brought in to issue the necessary 
visas. One reponer had run out of pages in his passpon, so we carried it across town so that 
the State Department could add some more. 
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The pool left Andrews Air Force base early Sunday morning, August 12th, stopping off 
to see the US Central Command operation in Tampa, Florida. The reponers interviewed 
General Schwarzkopf, who had not yet moved his headquarters to Riyadh. So the press pool 
got to Saudi Arabia before the commander of the operation had even set up shop there. The 
reponers arrived Monday afternoon, August 13th, and continued to act as a pool until 
August 26th. After the pool began filing its repons, the Saudis staned to issue Visas to 
other reponers. But the news organizations in the Pentagon pool asked that we keep it going 
until the visa picture cleared up. 

Jay Peterzell was Time Magazine's representative on the pool. Afterward, he wrote this: 
"The Pentagon people worked hard to keep the press in the country." And he offered this 
assessment: 

"The pool did give US journalists a way of getting into Saudi Arabia 
and seeing at least pan of what was going on at a time when there was no 
other way of doing either of those things. Also, in the first two weeks 
after the wave of TV, newspaper, and magazine correspondents flooded 
into the country, they did not produce any story that was essentially 
different from what we in the pool had flied." 

Starting with those initiall7 --representing AP, UPI, Reuters, CNN, National Public 
Radio, Time, Scripps-Howard, the Los Angeles Times, and the Milwaukee Journal --the 
number of reponers, editors, photographers, producers, and technicians grew to nearly 800 
by December. Except during the first two weeks of the pool, those reponers all filed their 
stories independently, directly to their own news organizations. They visited ships at sea, air 
bases, Marines up nonh, and soldiers training in the de sen. They went aboard AWACS radar 
warning planes. They quoted generals who said their forces were ready and privates who said 
they were not. They wrote about helicopter pilots crashing into the sand, because they 
couldn't judge distances in the flat desen light. And reponers described the remarkable speed 
with which the US military moved so many men and women to the Gulf with so much of their 
equipment. 

Planning for combat coverage 

The mission given US forces in Operation Desen Shield was to deter further aggression 
from Iraq and to defend Saudi Arabia if deterrence failed. Mter the President in mid 
November announced a further buildup in US forces, to give the coalition a true offensive 
option, my office began working on a plan that would allow reponers to cover combat while 
maintaining the operational security necessary to assure tactical surprise and save American 
lives. 

One of the first concerns of news organizations in the Pentagon press corps was that 
they did not have enough staff in the Persian Gulf to cover hostilities. Since they did not 
know how the Saudi government would respond to their request for more visas, and since 
they couldn't predict what might restrictions might be imposed on commercial air traffic in 

- 3 -



the event of a war, they asked us whether we'd be willing to use a military plane to take in a 
group of reponers to act as journalistic reinforcements. We agreed to do so. 

A US Air Force C-141 cargo plane left Andrews Air Force base on January 17th, the 
morning after the bombing began, with 127 news media personnel on board. That plane left 
at the onset of hostilities, during the most intensive airlift since the Berlin blockade. The fact 
that senior military commanders dedicated one of their cargo airplanes to the job of 
transponing another 127 journalists to Saudi Arabia demonstrated the military's commitment 
to take reponers to the scene of the action so they could get the story out to the American 
people. 

The plan for combat coverage was not drawn up in a vacuum. We worked closely with 
-the military and with the news media to develop a plan that would meet the needs of both. 
We had several meetings at the Pentagon with the bureau chiefs of the Pentagon press corps. 
We talked with the reporters who cover the military regularly. And we consulted with some 
of the people you 'II hear from later today -- General Sidle and Mr. Hoffman -- and several of 
my predecessors in the public affairs office at the Pentagon. Because an imponant pan of our 
planning was working with the news media, our drafts and proposals frequently became public. 
We did our planning in Macy's window, which meant that our false stans and stumbles were in 
full view. 

Safeguarding military security 

The main concern of the military is that information not be published which would 
jeopardize a military operation or endanger the lives of the troops who must carry it out. 
The preamble to the rules for reporters covering World War II summarized the issue by saying 
that editors, in wondering what can be published, should ask themselves, "Is this information I 
would like to have if I were the enemy?" 

In formulating the ground rules and guidelines for covering Operation Desen Storm, we 
looked at the rules developed in 1942 for World War II, at those handed down by General 
Eisenhower's chief of staff for the reponers who covered the D-Day landings, and at the 
ground rules established by General MacAnhur for covering the Korean war. We carefully 
studied the rules drawn up for covering the war in Vietnam. 

The rules are not intended to prevent journalists from reponing on incidents that 
might embarrass the military or to make military operations look sanitized. Instead, they are 
intended to prevent publication of details that could jeopardize a military operation or 
endanger the lives of US troops. 

Some of the things that must not be reponed are: 

• Details of future operations, 

• Specific information about troop strengths or locations, 
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While a specific operation is underway, the details of troop movements or tactics, 

Specific information on missing or downed airplanes or ships while search and rescue 
operations are underway, and 

Information on operational weaknesses that could be used against US forces . 

American reporters understand the reasoning behind these ground rules. They are 
patriotic citizens, and they don't want anything they write to endanger lives. The ground 
rules are the least controversial aspect of the coverage plan for the war in the Persian Gulf. 
Mr. Chairman, I'd like to ask that a copy of the ground rules and the guidelines be insened at 
this point in the record. · 

The groundrule appeal process 

The reporters covering World War II wrote their stories and submitted them to a 
military censor. The censors cut out anything they felt broke the rules and sent the stories 
on. The decisions of the censors were final. There is no such system of censorship in 
Operation Desen Storm. There is, instead, a procedure that allows us to appeal to news 
organizations - before the harm is done -- when we think material in their stories would 
violate the ground rules. And the fmal decisions belong to journalists. 

Stories written by reponers who are out with troops in the field are reviewed by 
military public affairs officers to ensure troop safety and operational security, then sent on 
to the press center in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia for release. H, after talking things over with the 
reponer, the field public affairs officer believes information in a story violates the ground 
rules, public affairs officers at the press center review it before release. If they, too, believe 
the story would break the ground rules, they appeal it to us at the Pentagon for our opinion. 

If we, too, think there • s a problem, we call bureau chiefs or editors stateside and discuss 
the story with them. We understand that news must move quickly, and we act as fast as we 
can. Our appeal process is intended only to allow us to disam potential ground rule 
violations with editors and bureau chiefs and to remind them of the need to protect sensitive 
information. But unlike a system of censorship, the system now in place leaves the final 
decision to publish or broadcast in the hands of journalists, not the military. 

Since Operation Desen Storm began on January 16th, over 820 print pool repons have 
been written. Of those, only five have been submitted for our review in Washington. We 
quickly cleared four of them. The fifth appeal came to us over the weekend, involving a story 
that dealt in considerable detail with the methods of intelligence operations in the field. We 
called the reporter's editor-in-chief, and he agreed that the story should be changed to protect 
sensitive intelligence procedures. This aspect of the coverage plan is also working well. 
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Only the pool stories, from reponers in the field, are subject to this review, not live 
television and radio repons or the thousands of other stories written in Dhahran and Riyadh, 
based on pool repons, original reponing, and the military briefings. 

Getting access to the troops 

As the number of troops in the desen grew, so did the number of reponers to cover 
them. The US and international press corps went from zero on August 2nd, to 17 on the 
first pool, rising to 800 by December. Most of those reponers, the good ones anyway, 
want to be out where the action is, just as they've done in previous conflicts. But with 
hundreds of fiercely independent reporters seeking to join up with combat units, we concluded 
that when the combat staned, we'd have to rely on pools. 

Before the air phase of the operation began a month ago, news organizations were 
afraid that we wouldn't get the job done. They reminded us of their experience in Panama. 
But as viewers, readers, and listeners know, we had the pools in place before the operation 
staned. Reponers were on an aircraft carrier in the Red Sea to witness the launching of air 
strikes, on board a battleship in the Persian Gulf that fired the first cruise missiles ever used in 
combat, on the air force bases where the fighter planes and bombers were taking off around 
the clock, and with several ground units in the desen. 

Carl Rochelle of CNN was asked on the air if he felt he had been allowed access to 
everything he wanted onboard the ships, and he said, "I must tell you I am more satisfied with 
the pool shoot I just came off than any of the others I've been on." Four days into the air 
campaign, Molly Moore of the Washington Post said, "It's gone a lot smoother than any of 
us thought." 

Those first days were not without problems. We know of cases where stories were 
approved in the field only to be delayed for over a day on their trip back to the press center 
in Dhahran. The first stories written about the stealth fighters were, for some reason, sent 
all the way back to the F-117's home base in Nevada to be cleared. I'm sure some of the 
reponers you'll hear from later today will have examples of their own. 

The biggest complaint from journalists right now is that more of them want to get out 
into the field. They are worried about how much access they'll have to the Army and the 
Marines in the event the President decides to proceed with the next phase of the campaign, 
intensifying action on the ground. And here's where the contrasts with World War ll and 
Viemam are especially strong. · 

Access to the ground troops 

. Unlike. World Warn, this will not be an operation in which reporters can ride around in 
jeeps going from one pan of the front to another, or like Vietnam where reponers could hop 
a helicopter to specific points of action. If a ground war begins on the Arabian Peninsula, the 
battlefield will be chaotic and the action will be violent This will be modern, intense warfare. 
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Reponers at the front will have to be in armored vehicles or on helicopters. They'll have to 
carry their own gas masks and chemical protective suits along with all their other gear. Those 
with front line troops will be pan of a highly mobile operation. It will be deadly serious 
business, and our front line units simply will not have the capacity to accommodate large 
numbers ofreponers. 

To cover the conflict, reponers will have to be pan of a unit, able to move with it. 
Each commander has an assigned number of vehicles with only so many seats. While he can 
take care of the reporters he knows are coming, he cannot keep absorbing those who arrive 
on their own, unexpectedly, in their own rented four wheel drives. The pool system allows us 
to tell the divisional commanders how many reporters they'll be responsible for. And the 
reponers in these pools are allowed to stay with the military units they're covering, learning 
as much as they can about the unit's plans and tactics. 

Our latest count shows that over 1400 reponers, editors, producers, photographers, 
and technicians are now registered with the joint information bureaus in Dhahran and Riyadh, 
representing the US and the international press. Not all of them want to go to the front. 
But more want to go than we can possibly accommodate. That's why we've had to rely on 
pools of reponers -- rotating groups whose stories and pictures are available to all. 

Of course, the ground war hasn't staned yet. US military units are re-positioning, 
some of them moving nearly every day. And if the ground war does stan, it won't be like 
Vietnam, with minor skirmishes here and there and a major offensive every now and then. It 
will be a set piece operation, as carefully orchestrated as possible. In this sense, it will be like 
D-Day. It's useful to remember that 461 reponers were signed up at the Supreme Headquar
ters, Allied Expeditionary Force to cover D-Day. Of that number, only 27 US reponers 
actually went ashore with the flrst wave of forces. 

So the situation on the ground in the Arabian Peninsula is a little like the picture before 
D-Day, with reponers waiting for the action to stan. Even so, when Desen Storm began, 
43 reporters were already out with ground units, and the number has been growing. By the 
end of this week, 100 reponers will be with Army units, 33 with the Marines on land, and 18 
more will be out with the Marines on amphibious ships. That's in addition to the 19 covering 
the Navy on ships at sea, the 14 who have been roving around to air bases, covering the Air 
Force pan of the campaign, and eight more covering the medical pan of the story. So that's 
a total of 192 reponers who will be out with combat forces by the end of the week. 

Pools are a compromise 

The news business is an intensely competitive one. Journalists are accustomed to 
working on their own. The best are especially independenL In the setup imposed now in the 
Persian Gulf, each correspondent files a story that becomes available to everyone else. Pools 
rub reponers the wrong way, but there is simply no way for us to open up a rapidly moving 
fron~ reponers who roam the battlefield. We believe the pool system does three things: 
it gets reponers out to see the action, it guarantees that Americans at home get repons from 
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the scene of the action, and it allows the military to accommodate a reasonable number of 
journalists without overwhelming the units that are fighting the enemy. 

The system we have now in Operation Desen Storm - with two briefings a day in 
Riyadh and one in the Pentagon, pools of reponers out with the troops, a set of clear ground 
rules, and a procedure of ground rule appeal -- is intended to permit the most open. possible 
coverage of a new kind of warfare. When it's all over, we very much want to sit down with 
representatives of the military and the news media to see how well it worked and how it 
might be improved. 

I cannot deny that there have been problems. I know reponers are, frustrated that they 
can't all get out to see the troops. But I believe the system we have now is fair, that it gets 
a reasonable number of journalists out to see the action, and that the American people will get 
the accounting they deserve of what their husbands and wives, and sons and daughters, are 
doing under arms half a world away. 

When reponers arrived at General Eisenhower's headquaners in 1944, they were handed 
a book called Regulations for War Correspondents. In the foreword, he spelled out in three 
sentences the logic for the kind of system I've described to you today. Here's what he said to 
those journalists: "The first essential in military operations is that no information of value 
should be given to the enemy. The first essential in newspaper work and broadcasting is 
wide-open publicity. It is your job and mine to try to reconcile these sometimes diverse 
considerations." 

-end-
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Mr. Pete Williams, ASD (Public Affairs) 
Before Senate Committee on Governmental Affairs 
Wednesday, February 20, 1991 

Senator Glenn: The controversy surrounding the Pentagon rules on press 
coverage of the conflict in the Persian Gulf involves two of the cornerstones ·- ·-
democracy. First, the fundamental right of the public to know what our gcver~.::-.e~.: :s 
doing; and two, our government's ability to defend our interests at-home and ;t::a:. 
While our nation could not survive without either principle, the present con::::: 
reminds us that there also can be tensions between them. On behalf of the p"t:::'s 
right to know, journalists strive to report on the details of military opera~i:~s. 
For the sake of troop safety and security, on the other hand, of tactical inf::::-.a
tion, military commanders strive to control the flow of information out of :~e 
theater. Part of it may be in timing -- when do we know what, report only af:e: 
operations are complete, or is there a need to know ahead of time. TV, of c::.::se, 
wants immediacy. They already have a tremendous, tremendous interest genera~e: :~ 
things going on over in the Gulf right now, just because of the very fact t!':at we 
have seen live on television, war being conducted from time to time -- live, re;: 
time. Tomahawk missiles going past the hotel and things like that. 

All this is taking place halfway around the world in a country with ~=~/ 
customs different from our own, and at a time when the military is prepari~; ::: _ 
ground war -- the likes of which our country has really not seen since World ;·::.: 
I know many of us in this room have experienced war up close and personal, fi:s: 
hand. That experience, in my own case, has given me a particular sensitivity :: :~e 
security concerns-of our military commanders. However, maybe just as war is ::: 
important to leave entirely to the generals, as someone said in days past; :e~::::~; 
it may be too important to leave entirely to just the Pentagon public affairs ~e:":e 
also. So we're glad today, to be able to hear from both sides. 

I believe a free press serves an important function in war time. An i~de~e~
dent press ensure the public has the information it needs to exercise its rig~~ :~ 
its citizens. This is yet another irony, for while war reporting might lead :: 
opposition to government policy, no administration can build and maintain publi: 
support for a war or anything else, without a free press. The public will neve: ~-=·;e 
confidence in the government unless it believes it is getting the truth. 

Out of all this back and forth, we come down to a simple question. How co ·•e 
ensure a balance between the two interests -- between the public's right to k:-.:·• ;~d 
the military's need for security? Keep one thing in mind, the sides in this ce::.:e 
are not worlds apart. Just as journalists admit that there is a need for rest::.:~.:. 
military commanders acknowledge the need for media access. Out of this mutual 
awareness has come the process by which the military has attempted to meet med:; 
concerns and arrive at a mutually acceptable set of procedures to quide press 
coverage of the Persian Gulf conflict. 

While the results certainly do not please everyone, we would be wrong r.:: 
acknowledge both the effort and the progress that has been made. We can and s·.:~:: 
question how well things are working and how might matters be improved. For ::-:;:-::-=. 
there are many complaints now about the pool system and the extent to which es::::; 



, 

have become minders, cutting off interviews in mid-sentence, in addition to ~=~.:·c::
ing after-the-fact security review. If this hearing can be a forum to exa::.:~.: ---·· 
issues and perr.aps provide an opening for review and refinement, we will r.a·:e 
perfor~ed a valuable function. 

Of course, there is not much time for such reflection. The conflict r:.ay •-··· 
enter a new phase. Once the ground war has begun, procedures tested durin• t~e 
introductory air war phase will be put to the real test. So I hope that tcday's 
hearing can help prepare us for that test. 

With that, let me turn the gavel over to Senator Cole. 

Senator Cole: Thank you very much, Senator Glenn. 

Over the past few weeks there has been a good deal of discussion abou: :~.: ~=-i 
the war in the Gulf is being covered. That is far from unique. One of the :::::
tional tensions of American life is the ongoing debate about how to balance :~.~ 
desire of a free press for information with the need of a government to prcte:: 
security and promote policy. 

As we begin this hearing, I want to make my own view about the current s:a:e -
that balance clear. I believe that the Pentagon is doing an honest, an honora:::. 
and effective job of making sure that the American people have the information :~:y 
need to make an informed judgment about the conduct and status of the war. In z=.c:, 
I can personally assure you that the American people are getting more infor::-.at:::: 
through the press than members of Congress do in classified security briefi::;s. 
Indeed, many of my own constituents tell me that they are staggered by the a~=~~.: =-~.:. 
quality of the information they got and are getting through the news media. 

My own perception is that the Pentagon is not lying to the press or to t~e 
people, nor is it withholding critical information. At the same time, I do :::: 
believe that the Pentagon is perfect. For example, I agree with those who ar;~e :~.a: 
the Pentagon press pools ought to be more active, and I agree that the pract:ce :f 
having all reporters constantly supervised by escort officers ought to end. =~: 
those criticisms do not support sweeping conclusions about censorship or dictators~:? 
or state control of the media. · 

The fact that the Pentagon is doing a good job does not imply at all that :~e 
press is doing a bad. job, or that their complaints have no merit. I have heard s:::-.e 
people say that the press should. only report good. news about the war, and refuse, for 
example, to investigate the competing claims about whether coalition forces des:::ye:! 
a command and. control or an air raid. shelter in Baghclacl. I clo not agree with s~ch 
suggestions. The press is not a tool of the government. It is an indepenclent 
operation which, at its best, allows us to confirm or correct official pronounce~e:::s 
by reporting the truth as best it can. But truth is a complex concept, and so are 
the roles and. rights of the government and the press. 

As we concluct these hearings, I would. ask everyone to keep in mind. a co::-.-:-.e::: 
made to my staff by a former Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs, :e::y 
Friedheim. Mr. Friedheim wrote us that, "One difference between our country a~d 
virtually every other in the world. is that even in wartime, information flows ln 
America. Ideas compete, and. we know what the military men and. women who work f:: ·,s 
are both doing and not doing. The constitutions institutions of the govem::-.e::: -
the press and the military -- want it that way, and work to assure it. So t~e 
institutions all want the same result, and the contentions over how to achie·:e :~.:: 



result in specific circumstances are the proper, predictable, give and ta~e ·• 
constitutional adversaries, not of antagonists." 

It is in that spirit that I hope these hearings will be conducted. r·~ 
delighted to recognize my colleagues for any statements they may wish to r..ake. 

Senator Roth: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I congratulate you for holdi~ . ., :~.~.;: 
hearings. I can say that judging from the letters and comments I have hea~d !::::: :::: 
people in the state of Delaware, this is a subject of great interest, and in r..:~.J · 
instances, of concern. 

From the moment this war began, it has been distinguished from others tef:=~ 
. it. The same technology that has brought us the Patriot anti-missile misslle =~: :~= 

Stealth fighter, has brought the media satellite technology. We now can see :~e ~=~ 
as it happens in each of our living rooms. This ability has created its own ta::~e:, 
which I like to call the war of the air waves. The ammunition used by both s:ces :.; 
instantaneous transmission. The inadvertent warriors are the press, and tl".e ·::::::: . .;, 
all too often, are accuracy and objectivity. We're quickly learning that i:1 a ·.-:: 
like this, of words and satellites, between democracies and a dictatorship, ::o :::e~ 
the dictator will have the propaganda advantage. 

While freedom of the press is an explicit right guaranteed by the U.S. C:~:::
tution, many Americans are asking how free. I'm sure our panelists here today a:e 
aware of the genuine fear by many Americans that [beset] them by what they c:~s::e: 
excessive reporting of the details of the war. In short, the same reporti~.; .. ~.::~. 
kept Americans on the edge of their seats the night the war began, is now be:~; 
criticized as excessive and possibly dangerous for our troops. I believe tte:e's • 
general fear by many Americans that the media suffers from what I call "get it :~. :~e 
air-it is." We're concerned that in the push to relay news almost instantanec:.:s::·, 
the media might, at best, overstep the boundaries of accuracy and jeopardize t~.e 
safety of our fighting troops. 

The nature of the press in America is competitive. Each reporter wants t: ;:: 
the story first. A case in point was the announcement last Friday by the Iraqi 
Revolution Command Council that a withdrawal of Iraqi forces was proposed. Wit~::l 
minutes, media commentators and their analysts were quickly on the air speculat:~; on 
the steps which would be taken in the withdrawal, the aftermath of withdrawal, a~d 
the reconstruction. Unfortunately, as the announcement by the Council was t~ar.slated 
and reviewed more carefully, it became clear that it vas a fraud, that the Ira~:s· 
demands were unreasonable and unacceptable. Our hopes were dashed. The famil:es :f 
our soldiers in the Gulf are under tremendous emotional stress every day. It's 
hurtful to subject them to what amounts to an emotional roller coaster prompted :y 
faulty or hastily-fed reports. 

Another concern is the use of the media as a vehicle for propaganda to te~:::: 
Hussein. The overwhelming media presence, its live capabilities and its compe::::·:: 
nature give Saddam Hussein an opportunity for victory in a second war -- the 
propaganda war. Make no mistake about it, Saddam Hussein would not have invited 
Western journalists to stay in Baghdad unless he felt it could aid his cause. 

Mr. Chairman, I have an extended statement. I don't want to take so r.;;:~ ::::.e 
as to read it in its entirety, but just let me say in concluding that obviousli·· :~.: 
public's right to news and information, while protecting military strategies, :~.~ 
lives of our fighting soldiers -- men and women, is indeed, a very delicate t::2~:~. 
Like many Americans, I share the concern that the. safety of our men and vomer. : ~. · .. ·.e 



Gulf not be compromised in any way by press reports. However, at this t1::-.e : :::~ ~=·:~ 
our milltary leadership is trying to do its best to provide the news med1a •::~. 
access to information without betraying any information which might be usef::l __ :~.= 
enemy. 

I realize many members of our media may disagree with this, and that is, ·
course, what brings us to this hearing today. 

Senator Lieberman: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I want to join in thar.ki~.; ~·:·~ 
for the work that you've done in organizing and convening this hearing today t: 
examine the rules governing media access and coalition military operations 1~. :~.2 
Gulf War. 

I think it's important to say that it's typical of our democracy that •e ::~ 
engage in this kind of vigorous public debate about the level of restrictio~s :~ 
media coverage of war, even while the war is being waged. As we discuss whett~c :~~ 
restrictions placed on the media by the allied forces are too strict, r thi~.:< ::' s 
worth bearing in mind that however onerous the restrictions may be for k~er1c:~ 
journalists, they pale in comparison to the restrictions that Saddarn Hussein ~:::2s 
on the media in Iraq. I know that's an obvious statement, but sometimes it's 
important to state and appreciate the obvious. 

No journalists were sent in with Iraqi troops when they went into Kuwait. :~i 
as far as I know, none are there now. Journalists are shown what Iraq clai::-.s is 
damage to civilian homes and businesses in Iraq, but they're not shown the hc::~~=:~s 
damage that Iraq did to Kuwait. We see Iraqi babies being pulled from the w:e:~:;2 
of a military target in Baghdad, but we never saw Kuwaiti babies being tossed c~: -~ 
incubators in Kuwait. 

As difficult as putting a balanced and complete story together may be :cc 
journalists in washington and Riyadh, putting a complete and balanced story ::";:~:c 
in Baghdad is virtually impossible. A journalist who breaks the rules in Sa1.::i: 
Arabia could have his or her credentials pulled. But a journalist who breaks :te 
rules in Iraq could be killed as happened to the British journalist a short t:::-.e 
ago. 

These contrasts, of course, just highlight the difference between Saddam's 
dictatorship and our democracy. While reporters covering the Pentagon or Congress, 
for that matter, don't always believe what they hear with their own eyes; in I:aq, 
they can't always believe what they see with their own eyes. A mosque that's 
reported to be knocked down by allied bombers, really hit by Iraqi personnel 
themselves; a weeping Iraqi woman decrying her country's fate on television sc::e~s 
around the world, turns out to be a multi-lingual Iraqi official posing as a 
civilian. A journalist trying to make sense of Baghdad in wartime is like Alice 
trying to make sense of Wonderland. 

I'm sure we all agree that Iraq's restrictions on the media do far more to 
inhibit reporting than the restrictions employed by American and allied forces. =·· 
in considering the Pentagon rules on media coverage, I personally believe that 
restrictions on news coverage are absolutely necessary in order to protect the L·:2s 
of our troops, and in order to increase the odds of military success. Certai~ 
restrictions, some of which may not have existed during the Vietnam or Korea~ •:cs. 
are needed simply because of recent advances in technology. This is, as Art~~' :. 
Clark has said, the world's first satellite war. Information arrives faster :•.;c. --
ability to sift, edit, analyze, and absorb its meaning. News is the first 



draft of history, Ben Bradley said, but news in time of a high tech war c:~es :~ ~
fast, that watching TV is a little like looking over a journalist's shoulders:: 
notebook while he scribbles away. We have the facts before we actually kno~ ,~ 2 
story. That poses very real new problems for the press, for the public, and , __ 
ITU.litary. 

For the first time in history, an individual journalist at the front li~es _, 
technologically capable of reporting what he or she sees to a world audience :~ :::: 
time. Of course, Saddam Hussein or his own commanders in the field are capa:le :: 
receiving that journalist's broadcasts. The military implications of that :e::::y 
are obvious. It would be potentially disastrous to allow journaiists to broac::s: 
whatever they wish from the front lines of our forces instantaneously, with ~.: ::·:::• 
by military authorities. 

So I conclude, and I would guess that a wide sweep of us here on all s:~es -
this discussion today, will conclude that the rights of the press to be free a:e 
absolute, and they do not transcend the rights of our soldiers to survive. :-~:: .. , . 
be an overly simplistic way of stating a basic reality, but I think it represe~:s :~: 
balancing of societal or constitutional interests that must necessarily take ~:::e. 

Where and how the balance is struck, where and how the restrictions beg:~. =~.:: 
end, is ·what brings us together here today. I know there will be debate over '~-= 
question of whether news can or should be managed in times of war. That's a :;·ces:::~ 
that arises and has arisen every time that U.S. interests conflict, and the li~.= 
between protecting our military strategy and protecting the public's right to ic:• 
has to be redrawn each time we enter a conflict. Control of access to sources :: 
news in the Gulf certainly gives the military a powerful tool with which to a::e:: 
the images the public receives of this war. The images the public receives ~ay ~=:~ 
shape its opinion of the war and its conduct. 

So we may ask, is it legitimate for our government to attempt to cent::~ :~:se 
images through media restrictions in order to keep American morale and supper: ::: 
our cause strong? There are some who say yes. Some argue that we should trea: :~.= 
media as a second front in this war, and that we should control, to the extent 
possible, the flow of negative images such as the bloody horror of battle, tt".e :::~::: 
of coffins to the U.S., inevitably gruesome details of so-called collateral d:~:;:. 
on the other hand, and I think this is the prevailing view, it's always been c~= :: 
our guiding principles embodied in the first amendment, and protected through:~: : 
long history of American jurisprudence that we allow truth to be determined in •t-.;: 
Justice Holmes referred to as the marketplace of ideas. We've always been righ:ly 
fearful of direct governmental interference in that marketplace. We've always teen 
wary of censorship and prior restraints. I think we have to remember in this 
context, as we have said so often in the last five or six weeks, that war is 
horrible, but it is sometimes necessary. So too, it's my own belief that our pe:~:e 
can be exposed to and accept the horror of war if they're convinced of its justice 
and its necessity. 

In the days immediately following the televised scenes of civilian casual::es 
in the bombing of that bunker in Baghdad, my office received only nine calls a:::·c: 
the COmbing, and three of them actually supporting the bombing. Nine calls f::~ : 
state of 3.3 million people -- that surprised me. I think what it said is tr.at :s 
horrifying and gruesome as the pictures from Baghdad were, the American people ~.:·:: 
accepted this war's reality because they have accepted this war's necessity. .:.~: 
most importantly, they have confidence in our military and the truthfulness :: -·~;:':; 
being told us. 



Th;.:s far, there is no credibility gap between the American public an:i :::;::: 
Storm's ~~litary leaders. I know that some members of the media are conce:~::. 
however, about a credibility gap that may open up in part because of what :~:y :;:~ __ 
a lack of access to the men and women waging this war. Today we will ask, a:e :~.= 
Pentagon's restrictions too tightly drawn, or too narrowly interpreted on tt'.e =::c~.:i' 
Should the pools and the military escorts be abandoned, as one of our witnesses, 
Walter CronKite, suggests this week in his article in Newsweek, and be repla:::: :1· =. 
different kind of operation that leaves reporters free to roam the sands of sa·~:: 
Arabia, and then have their reports reviewed by military authorities prior t~ :~ei: 
transmission? Those are the kinds of•questions that I know we will analyze :::2:~: 
today. 

Given the fact that some censorship is required in wartime, the real q·~:s:::~ 
here is how can the rules best be drawn to accommodate our twin ideals of a :::: 
press and military success, and protection of our soldiers in combat. 

I look forward to the testimony of our witnesses today as we search f:: 
truthful answers to those critical and important questions. 

thank 
here. 

(Introduction of Pete Williams by Senator Cole) 

~r. Williams: Thank you, very much. 
you Mr. Chairman, and members of this 

I feel like Walter Cronkite's warmup 

I should say thank you Mr. Chai:::-.:~ ~~.: 
committee for this opportunity t~ ':e 
act this afternoon. (Laughter) 

It's an honor to be here, and a pleasure to have this opportunity to ces:::':e 
what it is that we're up to, and how we came to the point where we are today. : ::: 
think, Senator Glenn, that you're right, that this hearing does provide value:' 
continue this dialogue on how to do our jobs better. We don't pretend, by a~y ::-.e:~.s. 
to be the sole repository of wisdom, and there's a lot of experience in this :::::-.. -
look forward to reading the transcript. I, unfortunately, have to bug out as s::~ :s 
I'm finished here, and go back to the Pentagon, and I apologize for that, bec:cs: : 
don't know about the rest of the people, I'm a lot more interested in hear:.~; "~·=' s 
going to come after me than I am in hearing me. 

But in any case, let me just say that some of the most enduring news reFcr:s 
that carne out of World War II came form Edward R. Murrow, who stood on a rooftcp :.~ 
London and reported the German bombing raids. Now, SO years later, Americans "a:c~ 
reporters on the rooftops of hotels in Riyadh and Dhahran, and their colleagues 
wearing gas masks in Tel Aviv, describing incoming SCUD missile attacks from Iraq. 

It was the writer Henry Tomlinson who said, "The war that generals always ;:t 
ready for is the previous one," and the same might be said of journalists. T~e 
coverage arrangements for military operations in the Persian Gulf are frequentl;· 
compared to what's remembered from Vietnam or Korea or World War II. 

But Edward R. Morrow's proposal to talk without a script so concerned t~e 
mil~ry, that he had to record a series of trial runs on phonograph disks. He 
submitted them for approval, but they were lost, so he had to record six more te:::e 
he finally persuaded the authorities that he could speak off the cuff without 
violating the. censorship rules. Today, Arthur Kent, Sam Donaldson, Eric Engber;. =~.:: 
Charles Jaco can describe what they see and show it on television at the same ::~e. 
with no military censorship o! any kind. There are two other notable differe~::s 
that many of you have already noted-- they are live, and at least in the case :: 



CNN, their reports can be seen by the commanders of the enemy forces just as 
as they can be seen by Americans at home in their living rooms. 

Operation Desert Storm is not taking place in the jungles of Vietnam or :~= 
hills and valleys of Korea or across the continents and oceans of World War II. :~.= 
campaign on the Arabian Peninsula has been designed to get a specific and unlq~e ::= 
done. The press arrangements are also suited to the particular conditions the:e. 
But our goal is the same as that of our predecessors -- to get as much infor4.a:::~ a2 
possible to the American people without jeopardizing the lives of the troops o: =~-= 
success of the military operation. 

Saddam Hussein stunned the world wh~n his troops rolled across the nor:~==~ 
borders of Kuwait last August 2nd. Within five hours, his troops had taken ?C•a:: 
City. From that day forward, the number of Iraqi troops in occupied Kuwait c:~.::~.~~:: 
to grow and to move south, stopping only at Kuwait's southernmost border wit:J Sa~:.: 
Arabia. 

That weekend, August 5th, President Bush sent Secretary Cheney and Ge~e:a: 
.. ~ .. Powell and General Schwarzkopf to Saudi Arabia for discussions with King Fa~:: =~ 

best to defend Saudi Arabia and preserve the stability of the Persian Gulf. As 
history now knows, the first U.S. forces began to arrive a few days after tr.a: 
meeting·-- joining U.S. Navy ships already in the region. On Wednesday, as the :::s: 
U.S. Air Force F-lS's landed on sovereign Saudi territory, there were no western 
reporters in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. We urged the Saudi government at tha: 
to begin granting visas to U.S. news organizations so that reporters could cc·:e: 
arrival of the U.S. military. 

:.:.:-:-.~ 

:::: 

On Friday of that week, Secretary Cheney again called Prince Bandar, the ~=·~::.:. 
Ambassador to the United States, to inquire about the progress for issuing v:sas. 
Prince Bandar said the Saudis were studying the question, but that in the mea~::~e. 
they would agree to accept a pool of U.S. reporters if the U.S. military c:uld ;e: 
them in. So we activated the DoD National Media Pool, a structure that has bee~ :~ 
place since 1985, and been used since then. 

The pool was set up after the 1983 U.S. military operation in Grenada. \·1~:.:e 
Grenada was a military success, it was a journalistic failure, because reporters ·•e:e 
kept off the island until the fighting was over. So a retired Army major gene:al, 
Winant Sidle, from whom this committee will hear later today, was asked to hea: ~? a 
panel of military officers and journalists and academics to work out a plan for ~e•s 
coverage of future military operations. The result of their work was the Depar:~e~: 
of Defense National Media Pool -- a rotating list of correspondents, photograpr.e:s 
and technicians who could be called up on short notice to cover the early stages of 
military missions. 

It was this pool that covered the Navy's escort of oil tankers in the Pe:s:a~ 
·Gulf in 1987; and its first big test in ground combat came in Decemller of 1989 c~=:~.; 

Operation Just Cause in Panama. Just Cause was, at best, a mixed success for tt.e 
pool. It did arrive within four hours of when the shooting started, but it took a 
long time, too long, to get reporters to the scene of the action. I think we lea:~e: 
some important lessons from what happened in Panama, and we've applied them to ·~.a:' s 
going on in the Gulf. 

The true purpose of the National Media Pool is to enable reporters to c:·.-~: : ~-= 
earliest possible action of a U.S. military operation in a remote area where t~.~== :s 
no other presence of American press, while still protecting the element of sur~::;: 



-- an essential part of what the military calls operational security. Of c:·;:~~. 
Operation Desert Shield was no secret. The President had made a public an~.:~~.:;c-.~~.: 
that.he was ordering U.S. forces to the Gulf, but there were no Western repo::~:s 
Saud~ Arab~a, so we flew in the DoD National Media Pool. 

We moved quickly, once we received permission from the Saudi governnent c~ 
Friday, August lOth. We notified the news organizations in the pool rotatic:: :~.;: 
night, that we had approval to take the pool. They brought in their passpor:s :~; 
next morning, Saturday morning, and I took them over to the Saudi embassy r.:yse:: :~.;: 
afternoon, where the Saudis had brought in appropriate staff to issue necessary 
visas. In fact, one reporter had run out of pages in his passport, he travele:! s: 
often, so we called the State Department, carried the visa across to State, t-.;:! :~.e::: 

·put extra pages in it, took it back to the Saudi embassy, and they added more '";~s. 

The pool left Andrews Air Force Base early Sunday morning, August 12t~. 
stopping off to see the U.S. Central Command operation in Tampa, Florida. T~e 
reporters interviewed General Schwarzkopf, who was back there and had not ye: ~.:·:e: 
his headquarters to Riyadh. So, in fact, the press pool got to Saudi Arabia =~===~ 
the commander of the operation had even set up shop there. The reporters a:::•:;:! on 
Monday afternoon, August 13th, and continued to act as a pool until August 26:~. 
After the pool began to file its reports, the Saudis started to issue visas :~ ::~.e: 
news or~anizations and other reporters, but the news organizations in the Pe~:;;:~ 
pool asked if we could please keep the pool going until the visa picture had :ce;:e:! 
up, which we did. 

Jay Peterzell was Time Magazine's representative on the pool. Afterwar:! ~e 
wrote this, "The Pentagon people worked hard to keep the press in the country." r.e 
offered this assessment: "The pool did give U.S. journalists a way of gettl~; :~:: 
Saudi Arabia and seeing at least part of what was going on at a time when tr.e:e •;s 
no other way of doing either of those things. Also, in the first two weeks a::e: :~e 
wave of TV, newspaper, and magazine correspondents flooded into the country, :~.ey •·" 
not produce any story that was essentially different from what we in the pool r.ac 
filed." Those were his words. 

Starting with those initial 17 --representing AP, UPI, Reuters, CNN, Natic~.al 
Public Radio, Time, Scripps-Howard, the Los Angeles Times, and the Milwaukee Jc~:~al 
-- the number of reporters, editors, photographers, producers, and technicians g:e• 
to nearly 800 by December. Except during the first two weeks of the pool, those 
reporters all filed their stories independently, directly to their own news organiza
tions. The visited ships at sea, they went to air bases, they talked with Marines ~? 
north, and soldiers training in the desert. They went aboard AWACS radar warni~; 
planes. They quoted generals who said the forces were ready, and privates who sa::! 
they were not. They wrote about helicopter pilots who crashed into the sand be:a:.:se 
they couldn't judge distances in the flat, desert light. And reporters descrlbed :~e 
remarkable speed with which the U.S. military moved so many men and women to t~e G~:: 
with so much of their equipment. 

The mission given to U.S. forces for Operation Desert Shield was to deter 
further aggression from Iraq, and to defend Saudi Arabia if deterrence failed. A::e: 
the President in mid-November announced a further buildup of U.S. forces to give :~.e 
coalition a true offensive option, my office began working on a plan that woul:! a:::• 
reporters to cover combat, while maintaining the operational security necessary 
assure tactical surprise, and to save Amer1can lives. 



One of the first concerns of news organizations who cover the Pentagon :~ :~: 
Pentagon press corps, was that they didn't have enough staff in the Persian G~:: :: 
cover the hostilities. They didn't know what the Saudi government's policy we~:~:::. 
how the Saud~s would respond to their requests for more visas, and since they 
couldn't predict what restrictions might be placed on commercial airlines in:~: 
event. of a war, they asked us whether we would be willing to use a military ;:::~.: 
take 1n a group of reporters to act as journalistic reinforcements, and we a;:::: :: 
do so. 

A U.S. Air Force C-141 cargo plane left Andrews Air Force Base on Januar·: :7:~. 
which is the morning after the bombing began, with.l26 news media personnel cn-:oa:j. 
That plane left at the onset of hostilities, during the most intensive airli!: s:~:e 

· the Berlin blockade. The fact that senior military commanders were willing to 
dedicate one of their cargo airplanes to the job of transporting another 126 
journalists to Saudi Arabia demonstrated the military's commitment to take re;::::e:s 
to the scene of the action, so that they could get the story out to the Amer1:a~ 
people. 

The plan for combat coverage wasn't something we drew up in a vacuu::~. ;·:: 
worked closely with the military and with the news media to develop a plan t:Ja: •:~::i 
meet the needs of both. We had several meetings at the Pentagon with bureau c~:::o 
of the Pentagon press corps, we talked with reporters who cover the military 
regularly, and we consulted with some of the people you'll hear from later toea;·, 
including General Sidle and Fred Hoffman, and several of my predecessors in t!le 
Public Affairs office at the Pentagon, including Jerry Friedheim, whom you quot::i 
earlier. Because an important part of our planning vas working with the news ::-.:j:a, 
our drafts and our proposals frequently became public. We did our planning in :~a:;·' s 
window, and that meant that our false starts and stumbles were in full view. 

The main concern of the military is that information not be published wh1::-. 
would jeopardize a military operation or endanger the lives of the troops who ::-.:.:s: 
carry it out. The preamble to the rules for reporters covering World War II 
summarized the issue by saying that editors, in wondering what can be published 
should ask themselves this question, is this information I would like to have if I 
were the enemy? 

In formulating the ground rules and the guidelines for covering Operation 
Desert Storm, we looked at those rules. We looked at the procedures developed in 
1942 for World War II, at those handed down by General Eisenhower's Chief of Staff 
for the reporters who covered the o-oay landings, and at the ground rules estabEs:-.ec 
by General MacArthur for covering the Korean War. We carefully studied the rules 
drawn up for covering the war in Vietnam. Indeed, before the headquarters of Ce~::al 
Command had even moved to Saudi Arabia, General Sidle twice came back and helpe:i :.:s. 
He had a meeting with us at the Pentagon, and he also vent down and talked to Ca;::a1n 
Ron Wildemuth who is the public affairs officer for the Central Command, and ta:<::i 
with him about his experiences and his recollections and suggestions from what ~.e 
learned in Vietnam. 

The ground rules that we drew up are not intended to prevent journalists f::~ 
reporting on incidents that might embarrass the military, or they're not inten:e:i :o 
make military operations look sanitized and tidy. Instead, they are simply an:i 
solely intended to prevent the publication of details that could jeopardize a 
military operation or endanger the safety of u.s. troops. 



For example, some of the things that must not be reported: Details :: :'c:·c:: 
operations; specific information about troop strengths or locations; whlle a s=::::':: 
operation is underway, the details of troop movements or tactics; specific i:;(::::-.~
tion on missing or downed airplanes or ships while search and rescue operaticr.s a:; 
underway; and information on operational weaknesses that could be used agair.s: ~.s. 
forces. Again, that's nothing new. You'll find words almost identlcal to :~a:::; 
all those ground rules that I talked about From Vietnam and Korea, World ~ar ::, ;~i 
previous military engagements. 

American reporters understand the reasoning behind these ground rules. :~.:7 
are patriotic citizens. They don't want anything that they write· to endan;e: ::·as. 
I would say that the ground rules are •the least controversial aspect of t!':e c:·:;:;:;; 
plan for this war in the Persian Gulf, and, Mr. Chairman, I could read a c:=-: ::' 
them at this point if you like, but perhaps it would be best to just ask t:.a: · ... : 1 ::; 
inserted in the record at this point. 

Senator Cole: And may I make a request, if you could, we have so many se~.;:: :s 
here and other panelists, could you summarize some of your statements so tr.a: ·~ :;~ 
move on and have a chance to ... Whatever you'd like, I just make a suggest::~. 

Mr. Williams: Yes sir. 

The next part of this question is the issue of what some people call cer.s::
ship. You have the ground rules, how do you enforce the ground rules, and :r.e:; t~.; 
third aspect is access to the troops. Those are the other tw~ points I need t: :;:~ 
about. 

The reporters who covered World War II wrote their stories and submitted :~=~ 
to a military censor. That person cut out anything they felt shouldn't be ?u~l:s~~=. 
The decision of the censor was final. There is no such system of censorship ::; 
Operation Desert Shield. Instead, there's a procedure that lets us appeal to :::·•s 
organizations before the harm is done, to discuss with them any material and s:o:y 
that we think would violate these ground rules. Here's how it works: 

Stories written by reporters who are out with the troops, and this review, :~:s 
ground rule appeal process applies only to the stories written by the stories o~t 
with the troops -- it doesn't apply to those back in Riyadh or Dhahran, those do:~; 
original reporting, those talking to their own sources, or those covering the 
military briefings, or indeed, anyone outside Saudi Arabia. The reporters who are 
out with the troops write their stories and show them to their public affairs 
officers who are with them on the scene. They discuss any problems. A public 
affairs officer might say there's a piece of information here in this line that 
violates ground rule number five. The reporter will say, yes, I agree, and c~a~;= 
his copy. Or the reporter will say, I disagree with you, I've read the grou:::i :c:e, 
I have a different interpretation, and the public affairs officer simply flags :~;: 
story and sends it on to the press censor in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia. It's not he:1 
up, it's not treated separately, it's not held back, it goes on to the press ce~t~:. 
There's another discussion there, with our director of the press center there, 
Colonel Bill Huldy, and the appropriate representatives of that medium of the 
newspaper story, the newspaper pool coordination, and so forth. They have a s:~.::;: 
discussion. If the pool coordinator says yes, I see your point, what were we 
thinking, they'll change it there. If they disagree, they'll send it on to us 1:1 :~e 
Pentagon for our opinion. 



If we, too, think there's a problem, then we call the appropriate b~=~=~ :.·.::: 
from that news organization and talk about the story with them. We understa:-.:: :~.:: 
news delayed is news destroyed, we need to move quickly, and we act as fas: as ··~ 
can. 

The appeal process that I've described to you was intended only to d:s:~.os 
potential ground rule violations with editors and bureau chiefs, and to rer:-.i~:i :~.:::-. 
of the need to protect sensitive information. Unlike a system of censorsh1p w~:=~ 
leaves the final decision in the place of the military, the final decision 1n :~is 
case is in the hand of journalists, not the military. Since Operation Desert s:::~ 
began on January 16th, there have been over 820 print pool stories written by 
newspaper, wire service, news magazine' correspondents. Of those 820, only fi·:: ~=·:: 
been submitted to us in the Pentagon for review. We quickly cleared four of :~.:::-.. 
The fifth was a story that came up over the weekend, which described what we 
considered to be very sensitive intelligence methods that our troops in the ~1:::: a:e 
using. We called the news organization, we described the problem to them, a~~ :~ 
fact the news organization, a newspaper here in town, elected not to publish :~:: 
story and not to release it to the rest of the pool. So I think that aspect c: :~e 
coverage plan is working well. 

I should also emphasize that the live reports that you see on televisi:~. 
clearly,. are not subject to this kind of ground rule appeal process. You see c~ :~e 
screen sometimes cleared by military censors. Obviously, that's not the case:: 
someone is talking live. The only way we have this appeal process is stories :~:: 
are coming from the troops in the field. 

The final part of this discussion, and perhaps the most controversial Fa::. :.;: 
access to the troops. As the number of troops in the desert has grown, so l:as :~.= 
number of reporters there to cover them. The U.S. and international press co:~s ~as 
gone from zero on August 2nd, to 17 on the first pool, rising to 800 by mid-De::::-~::, 
and is now over 1400. Obviously, most of those reporters, the good ones, want :o =e 
out with the troops. They want to be where the action is, just as they've dc~e :~ 
previous conflicts. But with the hundreds of fiercely independent reporters s~=~:~; 
to join up with combat units, we concluded that when the combat started, we wou:~ 
have to rely on pools. With your indulgence, Mr. Chairman, I'd like to descr::e a 
little bit about what this pool system is. 

Before the air campaign began over a month ago, news organizations were a:::::i 
that these pools simply wouldn't get the job done, that they wouldn't get repor:e:s 
out to see the action. They reminded us of their experience in Panama where we g:t 
them down there and they were treated to a discussion of the history of the Par.::::a 
Canal from the Charge and the embassy -- not exactly what they, or we, had in ~:~~-

But as viewers and readers and listeners know, we had pools in place before 
Operation Desert Storm began. Reporters were on an aircraft carrier in the Red s:a 
to witness the launching of the first air strikes. They were on board a battles:-.:;: 
in the Persian Gulf that fired the first cruise missiles ever used in combat. :~ey 
were on the air force bases where the fighter planes and the bombers were takir.; ::: 
around the clock, and they were already out with several ground units in the dese::. -

Carl Rochelle of CNN was asked on the air how he felt this was going-- r.e·: 
covered a number of other pools. He said, "I must tell you, I'm more satisfle:i ·•: :~. 
the pool shoot· I just came off than with any of the others that I have been c:-.. ·· 



Now those first days were not without problems. We know of cases whe:e .::::::2 
were approved in the field, only to be delayed for more than a day on theu :::: '::; :-: 
to the press center in Dhahran. The first stories written about the stealt~. ::~~.:~:3 
were, for some reason, sent all the way back to the F-117's home base in Neva~•-:: ::: 
cleared, and that's certainly not something that we had in mind. I'm sure s:~e :: 
the reporters that you'll hear from later today will have examples of their c;;:\. =·· 
the main question right now is reporters' access to the field if there are ~~s::::
ties on the ground, if what journalists are calling the ground war breaks o:;:, :: .:s 
we would say, the ground phase of this campaign. 

Unlike World War II, this is no~ going to be an operation in which repc::::s 
can ride around in jeeps going from one part of the front to another, or like 
Vietnam, where reporters could hop a helicopter to specific points of actior. :::c-. :.: .. 
to day. If a ground war begins on the Arabian Peninsula, the battlefield wi!l :: 
chaotic, and the action will be violent. This will be modern, intense warfa:e. 
Reporters at the front will have to be in armored vehicles or in helicopters. 
They'll have to carry their own gas masks and chemical protective suits al~~; •::~ 
all their other gear. Those with the front line troops will be part of a h:;~!y 
mobile operation. It will be deadly serious business, and our front line -.:::::s 
simply will not have the capacity to accommodate large numbers of reporters. 

To cover the conflict, reporters will have to be a part of the unit, t~.ey' :: 
have to be able to move with it. Each commander has an assigned number of veh::les 
with only so many seats. While he can certainly take the reporters that he k::o•s a:e 
coming, he cannot keep absorbing those who arrive on their own, unexpectedly, i~ 
their own four wheel drives. The pool system allows us to tell the divisicr..:l 
commanders how many reporters they'll be responsible for. For the reporte:s ::: :~: 
pools, they're allowed to stay with the ~litary units they're covering-- le:::::::; 
as much as they can about the unit plans and the unit tactics. 

As I said earlier our latest count shows over 1400 reporters, editors. ;::::~:
ers, photographers and technicians now registered in both Dhahran and Riyad~. 
representing the U.S. and the international press. In fairness, not all of :~=~ w:::: 
to go to the front, but certainly more want to go than we can possibly accc~:c:::. 
and that's why we've gone to this system of pools of reporters, rotating grc~;:s ·~.:.:; 
stories and pictures from the front are available to all. 

Of course the ground war hasn't started yet, and in this situation, you ::o·:e 
military units that are out there repositioning, some of them moving nearly eve:y 
day. If the ground war does start, it won't be like Vietnam with minor skirm:s~es 
here and there, and a major offensive every now and then. It will be a set-ple:e 
operation, as carefully orchestrated as possible. In that sense, as General Po•el: 
has said before, it will be like 0-Day. The situation that we have right the:e :~ 
the desert right now is like 0-Day, with reporters waiting for the military ac::c:: :o 
start. It's useful to remember, by the way, that 461 reporters were signed up a: t~e 
Supreme Headquarters, Allied Expeditionary Force to cover 0-Day, and of that n~c-~e:, 
just 27 were actually ashore with the first wave of troops. 

So the situation on the ground is a little like D-Day, reporters waiting ::: 
the~tion to start. But even so, when Desert Storm began, 43 reporters were alrea:y 
out with ground units, and that number has been growing. By the end of this ..-ee~. 
100 reporters will be with Army units; 33 with Marines on land; 18 more will te •::~ 
Marines on amphibious ships; and that's in addition to the 19 who are coverir.; :~.; 
Navy on ships at sea; the 14 who have been roving around air bases covering :~: ·' -
Force part of the campaign; and the eight more covering the medical part of t~.e 



story. That's a total of 192 reporters who will be out with combat forces ty :~--= 
of the week. 

Mr. Chairman, I have some heart-rending concluding remarks, but in ~~.e :~.:=:~:: 
of time, I'll cut them out. 

Senator Cole: 
limit my questions 
would do the same. 

Thank you very much, Mr. Williams. In the interest o: c::::-.e :· :: 
to three to five minutes, and I'd appreciate it if my col:e:;·~:s 

Q: Just to get back to the question of access, Mr. Williams. Reporters ::e 
saying that there is an inadequate access problem, and that where access does ex:s~. 
the use of military escorts impedes reporting in a way that's, I think, fairl/ 
obvious. You, yourself, were just in Saudi Arabia. Do you agree, ·and do y:·~ ~-=·:; 
any additional thoughts on the subject of the pool, its necessity up to now, -=~.: :~.; 
question of having someone along with the reporter every time, apparently, o ::-.:~.:::: 
what the soldier's saying to him. 

A: Let me say that I agree that the biggest question is access to the t:::,s. 
I've tried to spell out reasons why we can't simply open the front to folks :: •=~.::: 
around and sort of have a "come as you are" wherever the divisions are. 

The question of escorts is a vexing one. I had a telephone conference :.::: 
before this operation started with as many public affairs officers as we c:~ld r:·~~.:: 
up in Saudi Arabia, Riyadh, and Dhahran. I'm sensitive to this problem, ha•Ji:-.; ::e~. 
a former reporter myself. The idea of an escort is not to be a hovering prese:-.:;. 
The ratio is not one escort to every-reporter. They are there primarily to fa::::
tate reporters getting to where they need to be, to look out for their neecs, :: <e;;: 
them moving, to keep them joined up with the unit, to perform those military ~~.:::;s 
that escorts do. They are there also to perform this part of the ground rule .:;:;::.:: 
process that I've described, where a reporter writes his story and then says "~-=: :: 
you think. 

They are not there to leap in front of the camera every time somebody says :~.e 
word chaplain. And I keep seeing, every time there's a story on ABC about t~e 
escorts, I keep seeing this same, ancient piece of videotape taken during Opera::::: 
Desert Shield where some public affairs officer heard a word and leaped in fro:-.~ o: 
the camera. That's not the way it's supposed to work. Reporters are not supp:se= t: 
hover around reporters. I can't deny that there's some of that going on. We kee? 
asking them not to. 

Part of what you see here, sir, as the operation has gone on, is just as y:~· •;; 
seen reservists called up, learning how to fire tanks and brushing up on their 
training, you've also seen reservist public affairs officers as well, and they are 
practicing their trade in the full view of reporters. So escorts are not suppcse= :" 
be a stultifying presence. 

Q: One final question. In Vietnam there were no pools, there were no es::::s. 
Apparently things have changed for a reason since Vietnam. Why were there no p::~s 
or escorts there? Why do we have pools and escorts here? 

A: I tried to describe what the difference is on the battlefield. 

Q: But there hasn't been a battlefield yet. 
A: There is one right now, there are troops out there in the desert. :: 

course in that sense, you're right. That's another difference between Vie~na::-. =~.::: 
this operation. Many of the reporters who have been commenting on our opera:::c ':" 



contrasting Vietnam during the Vietnam War to this operation where there 1s, :~ 3 
sense, no ground operation yet. The difference is that in Vietnam you had w~a: 
rru.lltary .cor::manders call a mature theater. You all know what that is frcm y:·c: ::::-.: 
1n the nulltary -- that's a situation where you have helicopter routes built ·c:. 
Somebody wakes up in Saigon and says I want to join up with this unit, hops c~· a 
hell copter, gets on a jeep goes out, joins up with that unit, stays there a ::·c=~= :: 
days perhaps, maybe a week, if it's a television crew maybe stay a day or so, :":::-.: 
back, and file their stories. That is not an option in this operation. It is~·: a 
mature theater. 

Some of these units are way, way far away from where the press center is. 
We've established a sort of secondary-press logistics operation at another Sac::: =•== 
that's further up toward the front, but it's just not the kind of thing whe:e . ==~ 

·hop a jungle taxi, a helicopter, and get up to where the troops are. 

The second part about escorts is, part of that is driven by our agreeme~: •::~ 
the Saudis. This is still a sovereign territory, they are Saudi bases, and t~;y 
asked that when u.s. reporters are on their facilities they be escorted by u.s. 
military personnel. 

Q: 
involved 

A: 
telephone 

Q: 
A: 

Have you asked these escorts or public affairs personnel not to get 
in any way with the interviews between the reporters and the troops? 

As I mentioned, sir, that vas one of the comments that I made in my 
conference call with public affairs officers before they went. 

So that is your policy. 
Yes sir. 

Q: And to your best knowledge it's being followed? 
A: I keep hearing horror stories so there, obviously, are exceptions. ::c: 

it's something that we keep working on. 

Senator Cole: Thank you very much. Senator Roth? 

Senator Roth: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Q: Have there been any breaches that give you serious concern with the c~:=e~.: 
policy? In other words, has the present program worked effectively, or have there 
been situations where valuable information has become available through the coverage 
of the media? 

A: I would have to say, sir, that I think the program has worked well. r~·s 
not to say that, one of the unusual joys of my job is that I get complaints frcm 
journalists who think the system is too restrictive, and I get complaints in t~e 
Pentagon from military people who think the system isn't restrictive enough. B~t I 
would have to say that I don't know of any serious cases where this system, whe:e 
reports that have been filed from the troops in the field, have caused any seri:~s 
problems. 

Q: Your rules and regulations, obviously, do not apply say to reporters :~ 
Baghdad. 

A: Clearly not. 

Q: How serious do you think the problem of propaganda from Baghdad has ===~" 
Has that been a significant factor? In other words, it's pretty obvious tha: ::•::l::-. 



Hussein has used effectively, the right to stay there as a means of getti~; h:s 
message across. Has that been a serious problem from your standpoint? 

A: I appreciate the question. I guess I've tried very hard in this jo~ ~:: 
be the government's press critic. That's not what I'm paid to do. I would say:::~ 
a military standpoint, from the standpoint of the Department of Defense, that 
clearly, only certain stories can get out of Iraq under the system that they i:a·::. 
So, for example, there are reports where military bombing missions may have ca~s=~ 
civilian damage despite the best efforts of our pilots to focus their attacks 
strictly and solely on military targets. It's frustrating to us that reporters "~::: 
are not allowed to go out and see some of the military targets that have been r.::. 
The only reports that the Iraqis will permit out are those about 'Civilian ta::;::s· :: 
problems where civilians have been hutt, or there's been collateral damage. :~.::' s 
clearly not an accurate picture about what's going on in Baghdad or Iraq, a~~ ::'s 
frustrating to us that the Iraqis, obviously, won't allow that. 

Q: As I understand it, Walter Cronkite will later propose that we go t:::k :: : 
system more similar to World War II, or similar to that use in World War II. I 
understand in part why you think that would not work out satisfactorily, but :: ;·:~ 
limited the number of reporters, would it be possible to go back where the ir.:::·::::~:: 
reporters could have freedom of access, go where he wanted, and then depend "•=~ 
censorship rather than the present approach? 

A~ I guess there are two parts to that. One is, I don't know whether t~a: 
provisions envisions or does not envision censorship, again, like there was ir. •::~j 
War II, but let's set that aside. 

Q: I don't know either. 
A: This battlefield is not going to be the kind of thing where a repor:e: ::~ 

get in a four wheel drive and say I want to be with the 82nd Airborne, I'm just :;J:~:; 
to drive out there. First of all, right now, we hope very much that most pee~~= 
don't know where the 82nd Airborne is. Although many reporters, I think in t~::: 
defense, do know, and have not reported it. But assuming they did know where :t :s, 
there are no roads to get there. They would have to simply get in their four w~::~ 
drives and head across the vast desert. And if they tried to do this after the 
campaign started, it would be in wartime. It would be not the kind of thing wt:r: 
there's a stable front, where there's a clear place that they would be safe tote 
behind. The second thing is, thee would be units in the 82nd Airborne, I presu~e -
this is the case for all our military units -- where there would be security o!!icers 
keeping 360 degrees of security. They have no way of knowing who this is drivi~; up 
in their brand new white Land Rover. 

So I don't think it's practical, I don't think it's possible. I think repc::
ers, for better or worse, whether they like it or not, are going to have to depen~ on 
military transportation. That's why we came up with the pool system. We can se~~ 
reporters out with the 82nd Airborne in advance, they can be there-- when there's 
action, they'll already be there. 

Q: One final question. First, let me congratulate you for the exceller.t ;:~ 
you're doing. I know it's extraordinarily difficult. But going back to access :o 
the troops and escorts, doesn't the presence of an escort provide an inhibitio~ =~ 
the part of whoever might be questioned? In other words, if you're a GI, a se::;::~:. 
a corporal, and you're being asked questions by a reporter, and right there sta~::~:;. 
an escort represents the government, does that not place a limitation on freedc~' :s 
that necessary? 

A: It's not necessary, Senator, and that's not the way the escort syste~ :s 
supposed to work. They're not supposed to be hovering minders that stand eve: :~.~ 



shoulder of the reporter in eye shot of the GI who's being interviewed, sec·•::.~.:; __ 
them. That's not the way it's supposed to work. 

Q: Is there one escort per reporter? 
A: No sir. There aren't that many escorts. 

Q: What is the percentage? Do you have any idea? 
A: I'll have to check on that sir, I don't know precisely what the rat:::;. 

Senator Cole: Thank you, Senator Roth. Chairman Glenn? 
' Senator Glenn: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Q: About ten days ago the New York Times, Mr. Apple, wrote that the po:: 
system may be on the verge of collapse. In fact some people are actually s~::.~.; :·~.= 
government over this. Last Wednesday, Mr. Apple reported that in meetings Wlt~ 
networks and bureau chiefs last fall you indicated that the use of press poo!s ;;;,; 
not intended to be permanent. According to Mr. Apple you said, and I quote, ":·:: -.·:~.: 
to go unilateral as soon as possible." And there are references in the press:"::;, 
as a matter of fact, to the use of pools in the in~tial stages of the conflic:. ~:; 
you giving consideration to abandoning the pools? 

A~· I don't know that I'd say abandoning it. We're certainly hoping that a: 
some point we can get beyond it. Reporters hate pools -- we hate pools, too. rle 
would rather be in the business of trying to help get information out, than con
stantly having to supervise pools and referee problems among pool members. 9~:: : 
think we can't think of any other way to do it right now. 

If the military is going to say, and I don't think we have any choice :::;~.: 
now, we can't say "Y'all come to the battlefield." We can't simply open it"?· =~d 
whoever wants to go to the B2nd joins up there, and whoever wants to go to the :::s: 
goes up there. It's not practical. Those are mobile units. When the time ccrr.es, 
they're going to move, and they can't just take whoever happens to be with t~e"' a: 
the time. 

Q: The conflict so far has been an air campaign, and we expect a ground •a: 
very shortly unless something happens today or tomorrow, but there are very big 
differences, major differences, in trying to cover an air war as opposed to a grc~:ld 
war. What major changes do you see in the press rules as we move into a ground 
phase? 

A: Substantially, very few changes. We will use the system we have now. 
We've gotten more and more, as every day goes by, more and more reporters out •1t~. 
ground units. As I say, the number has continued to grow, and the total number ·•::: 
be almost 200 by the end of the week with all forces -- air, land, and sea. Bt:t 
we've concentrated here, over the past week, in trying to get more reporters ou: •::~ 
ground units. 

Q: I think we have two different wars going on in some respects. We're t~e:e 
to win the military victory. Saddam Hussein, obviously, is playing for a polit:c:: 
victory. He could, even in defeat, come out a winner. He could come out mili:;::::· 
a loser, but politically rise with greater stature in the Arab world. Media f::~ 
other countries are complaining that they're being unfairly denied access to tte 
reporting pools. I agree with your responsibility to the American public and pres; 
first, but the international aspect of our coalition, I think, is very signifi:a~:. 
What is the Pentagon policy with regard to foreign journalists? 



A: !he Pentagon policy is that we will have slots in our pools for i~:e:~;
tional press. We have slots in our pools for Arab reporters, for Saudi repc::e:o. 
We have other slots in our pools for international reporters -- clearly not e~.:c;~ .. _ 
satlsfy them, but there clearly aren't enough to satisfy American reporters, e: :~.:=. 
I should polnt out, however, that other nations have their own agreements. r~e 
British have their own arrangements for British reporters to cover British ::::,;; 
the French, the French troops; and so forth. 

Q: Are those slots filled now? Are the coalition reporters in those s:::; 
and reporting back to their countries? 

A: Yes sir. 
··- .. 

Q: !he Persian Gulf conflict may be very unique to the extent that h:st 
country concerns have affected press coverage. What rules have you imposed tec~"se 
of such host country concerns? 

A: I think the initial pool I discussed that covered the first forces, ~=s :~ 
reaction to that. !he fact that there have to be --

(END OF SIDE) 

Q: -- someone watching the interviews, someone hovering over a reporte: •r.: 
wishes to interview one of the troops. Are those guidelines now in writing, o: a:e 
they just being given verbally and sort of generally understood in the theater? 

A: !here are written guidelines and ground rules. It's also been ~~de ve:y 
clearly by frequent messages to our military folks over there what the proper r:le 
for escorts is. 

Q: We've had comments about previous experience in Grenada and Panama, =~~ 
back to Vietnam. But how pertinent, really, are the experiences in Grenada a~d 
Panama to this far, far larger operation? Are they really that pertinent? T~:se 
were really almost [police] actions compared to this. 

A: That's right. They were only to the extent that I think we learned sc~e 
lessons there and have tried not to repeat the same mistakes in this operatic~. ·
Panama, one could argue, and indeed some have with some justification, that we 
weren't ready. I think we were ready in this operation. 

Senator Lieberman: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Q: Mr. Williams, I want to join with the others in complimenting you on t~e 
extraordinary job that I think you've done under very difficult circumstances. I: 
seems to me that you have tried to balance both your service to the Department c: 
Defense with service to the media -- helping us to know what's happening thro";~ 
them, and I congratulate you on your performance in a very difficult job. I t~:~k 
you're very credible. I think you'll make a great anchor man at some time after t~:s 
is all over. (Laughter) 

A: Thank you, sir. 

Q: What strikes me as I listen to you and as I've read over some of the 
advance statements of those who will testify after you, is that while there is 
disa~eement here, the ground of disagreement is extremely narrow between yourself 
and the press. There's a group on either side. One, I suppose, that would like ~=: 
to have any press coverage at all and leave the coverage to what the military 
announces. There's another group on the other side, that would allow the press :: ,. 
wherever they wanted to go, but it seems to me that most of the press coveri~.; :~.e 
war and yourself, have some basic agreements here that you don't want to have =··' 



coverage that would jeopardize the security of American troops, and you wa:-:~ :' 
provide, however, as much coverage as possible within those limits. Am I c~::e:: 
that reaction from your perspective? And what are, specifically, the major a:;~
ments? Is it really over the question of whether the pools should continue? 

A: I agree with your characterization, sir. I think that is an accurate :~e. 
As I tried to indicate in my testimony, there really is no argument -- there r:.:.j ::: 
some quibbling here and there, but there's fundamentally no argument over the g::~~~ 
rules. I think everybody understands that there are certain things that can't te 
blurted out in wartime. I don't think there's any, although there was some i~i::a: 
discomfort with it, I think we've gotten past the problem where everyone worried :~a: 
this so-called ground rule appeal or security review, whatever you want to call i:, 
process, would be a chill on reporting'. We had some problems working it out e;:ly 
on, some cases where it took too long. I think the main problems now are si::-.;::ly 
access to the troops, and the question of pools. 

We would certainly be willing to go to what reporters call unilateral c:·:e:;;e 
where you file to your own news organization only, but the other side of that :s, 
there have to clearly be some limitations on the number of reporters out i~ t~e 
field. I've talked with many bureau chiefs and editors of Pentagon press cc:;::s 
organizations who are concerned that unless we can open it up to a much, mu:!l, ::-:":~. 
larger presence in the field, then they would just as soon stay with the pocl sys:e~. 
or perhaps have half pools and some unilateral where we can. But I think the ::-.3:~ 
problem is access. 

Q: Your discussions with the press are continuing on that, is that fair :~ 
say? Are you still open to input? 

A: Yes sir. 

Q: Perhaps something will come out of this hearing today that can be of ~e:p 
to you and to the press, obviously. Let me ask another question about the lir.~:s cf 
your role, just to· hear you speak on it. I know that some wonder whether the 
Department of Defense believes, and you believe, whether government in a time c:: •a:, 
has the right to try to manage press coverage of the war to help maintain pub:i: 
support of the war. Is that in any sense, in your opinion, an appropriate st•~===~ 
or goal for your activities? 

A: Not for mine, no. There are people in government who do that, but they 
don't work in my office, and that's clearly outside the jurisdiction of what my job 
is. 

Q: Who are they? 
A: The public diplomacy folks who try to get a message out to the Arab worl~ 

and to other nations about why we do what we do, why we fight. But that's not wr.a: ! 
do in my office. 

Q: So the one standard that you measure yourself, two standards. One is to 
try to gain the press access, I gather; and the limiting standard, the only limit:~; 
standard that you would apply, ana correct me if I'm wrong, is that of what might te 
called battlefield security, security of personnel. 

A: Yes sir. It's not legitimate for us to object to something because it's 
emb~ssing or because it's critical or because we don't like it. There are c~ly 
two tests -- one is security of an operation, and the other is the safety of trc:~s. 

Q: I want to talk a little bit about the Sidle Commission whose report I've 
read over and appreciate. In recolll!lendation four, the commission stated, "a tas~: 
tenet governing media access to military operations should be voluntary compl:a~.=~ 



the.media with security guidelines or qround rules established and issued by:~; 
l!lllltary: 'I'hese rules should be as few as possible." Do you think the cepa::::-.e~.: -: 
Defense ~n the Persian Gulf War has acted consistent with that recommendatio~? 

. A: Yes s1r, I do. '!'he number of qround rules that we have for report 1~; =~ 
thls operatlon lS quite small compared to the number of qround rules that exis:e~ :~ 
Vietnam. So I think we have tried to boil it down to a simple as set as poss:::e. 
Early on when we were stumblinq around to where we finally qot, some of the 11 s:s :: 
qround rules we had were astonishinqly complicated, and I think we aqreed thac :: y:~ 
couldn't understand qround rules, they weren't qoinq to be effective, so we d:d ::y 
to bell them down to as simple and small a set as possible. 

Q: Based on your relations with the American media thus far in the war. ::.o ·::~ 
think that the media has applied voluntary rules of self discipline to itsel!? :~3: 
is, self discipline to the extent o! concern about the security of American ::-.::: :.::i· 
personnel there. 

A: Yes sir, I have no question about that. I'm very impressed by it. A 
number o! reporters ... My experience all alonq, when I qo to saudi Arabia and:~::; 
are reporters accompanyinq Secretary Cheney, folks who ordinarily durinq peace::::.e 
understand that their qoal is to write what they think is proper and say what :~ey 
think they should say, will qo up to military commanders and say is it all ri;~: :: -
say this, or is it all riqht if I say that. I'm very impressed by their disc:~::~: 
and their understandinq, and their patriotism. 

Senator Cohen: Mr. Williams, if I could just follow that particular ques::c~. 
are you suqqestinq that the Sidle panel, which contained a number of recommendati:~s. 
that those recol!llllendations are not necessarily pertinent in this case because o: :~.e 
topoqraphy? In other words, the qeoqraphy or topoqraphy is different, and there::::, 
different rules have had to be formulated. That's one side of the question, I 
suppose, because there are others who would arque that the rules are beinq for::-u:aced 
in order to hide behind the topoqraphy. The question is, what accounts for t~e 
chanqe in the rules vis-a-vis the Sidle report? What is different? 

A: A couple of thinqs, and of course you'll hear !rom General Sidle ar.d ::ej 
Hoffman in awhile. They can qive you, undoubtedly, a much more eloquent answer. 3~: 
you have to remember what caused the Sidle panel to be put toqether, and that was :~.e 
operation in Grenada -- a remote operation where there weren't reporters, and the 
military decided not to take any alonq with it on the first wave. The Sidle panel 
said isn't there something we can do to fix that. What they came up with vas the 
idea of the OoO National Media Pool where you would have a permanent sort of rotati~; 
list, people on standby, ready to qo, stuff in their trunk. You call them up and you 
say show up at Andrews,. and they just appear with very short notice, and can be take:1 
off to wherever. the military miqht be doinq some far-flunq operation -- whether it be 
Grenada or Pan ... or evacuation in Liberia or the reflaqqinq operation in the Gulf, 
whatever it miiht be. Then, as more reporters arrive, you would stand the pools 
down, and you would have open, or what some call unilateral coverage. That is 
precisely what we did in Operation Desert Shield. !ven thouqh technically, the thi~q 
vas already public-- operational security wasn't an issue, but ve used the pool 
because it was a ready means to do that. We qot a pool over there, and then as mere 
reporters came in, we stood it down. So a separate isaue. 

Nov we come to the plan for covering combat in Operation Desert Storm. we• re 
not technically usinq the Sidle panel's point-by-point blueprint for a national ~edia 
pool, because there are 1400 reporters already there. We're simply usinq some of ~he 
architecture to fotm pools to cover individual divisions because we think that's ~~e 
only practical way to do it. That's where the topoqraphy and the battlefield 
strategy come into play. 



Q: Can I ask about what the criteria are that the Saudi government has 
established in granting visas? Are there any non-tariff barriers that might ex:s: ·
those criteria? In other words, do they look behind the person applying and lc:< :: 
philosophy, background, experience, whether one is considered to be too aggress:':e, 
too pro or con a particular philosophical bent? 

A: Number one, I don't claim to be an expert on the Saudi visa process. :~e 
only time we get involved with that are when reporters are going to accompany 
Secretary Cheney on a visit, and then it's people who cover him all the ti~e at :~e 
Pentagon; or this case of 126 reporters that I told you about ea~lier. Looki~~ a: 
the list of reporters, the Saudi government is granting visas from all over t~.e ··~::::. 
-- not only here in the embassy in Washington, but indeed, reporters from many 

_ nations, and I think it would be very hard to hold that list up to the light ar.:! ::7 
to see something behind it. 

Q: The question was raised about the escorts that go along with the repc::e:s 
out in the field. That's one form of potential type of censorship. Is there a~'j 
indication you're aware of that an attempt by any of the military officers in :~.e 
field to discourage soldiers from talking to the press? 

A: Not that I know of. Now reporters may know examples themselves, b~t ::'s 
certainly not the policy of this Department of Defense to discourage reporters f::~ 
talking; and indeed, I can think of many examples of stories that I've read where 
reporters have really talked, criticized the operation, invoked their ancient ::;~: 
to complain. I know of no such policy. 

Q: Some of the rules have changed as the war has evolved. For example, 
initially, there were reports as to the location of a downed aircraft, what ty~e c: 
aircraft it was. The Pentagon said wait a minute, we've got a problem with that. 
It's going to impair our search and rescue mission. So I think it was a 36 ho"r cr 
48 hour delay was imposed, as well as a restriction on identifying the partic~lar 
type of aircraft. Did you hear any complaints from the press with respect to t~a:? 

A: Only some puzzlement that we couldn't seem to enforce it with any degree c: 
regularity, but it's an interesting example. In Vietnam, the press rules said :~a: 
downed aircraft will be identified periodically. Here is a situation in this 
operation, where as soon as an aircraft went down, someone says we just lost an :-:3, 
we just lost an F-15. That vas the way this operation started. Indeed, high people 
in our government were saying that. Then we all stopped and said wait a minute. 
We've got active search and rescue going for these airplanes, we should wait before 
we tell the other side there is a downed airplane. That skirmish you just had, which 
may have resulted in an airplane down did, in fact, down an F-18. So we are not 
specific any more about the kind of aircraft that's gone down or where. 

Q: I aqree. What I'm asking you is has there been any complaint about t~at? 
It would seem to me that I've heard no complaint coming from the press that that has 
been a form of censorship or undue impediment to the reporting of the news. 

A: I think there vas some early complaint about it, but when they understo:c 
what it vas that we had in mind, it wasn't a problem. They were sympathetic. 

Senator Levin: Thank you, Hr. Chairman. Let me add my compliments to t~e 
degree of professionalism which you've shown in your position. 

A: Thank you, sir. 

........... 
··-~·· 

Q: There vas a story in last Sunday's New York Times by James LeMoines ate;:: 
the Pentagon strategy, as he calls it. Here are some quotes from that very c::::::• 
article of his. It says that "Three Pentagon press officials in the Gulf reg::~ oa:::. 



they spend siqnificant time analyzing reporters' stories in order to make rec:::-.-:-.=~=~
tions on how to sway coverage in the Pentagon's favor, and Pentagon press off~:a:s 
warned reporters who asked hard questions that their requests for interviews w::~ 
senior commanders and visits in the field were in jeopardy." That's one of ti'.e 
statements that he made in his article. A little later on he said, "At times, 
Pentagon press officers would stop an on-camera interview because they did not l"ke 
what was being portrayed." 

Another thing he said was, "If the troops' frank comments angered senicr 
Pentagon officials, reporters' access immediately suffered." Then he gave an 
example. "For nearly two months, for example, this reporter had ·a standing re~·~es: 
for an interview with the chief American commander, General Schwarzkopf. Over 
several weeks, a Pentagon press officer telephoned with updates on the chances :: 

-getting the interview, 'The General liked your last story,' the officer would s:y. 
Or more ominously, 'The General did not like your last story.' He said if an:::es 
were not 'liked,' the interview would probably be denied." 

Another quote from this article is that "A Pentagon press official said 
privately that Army commanders felt there had been too many critical stories." 

Can you comment on those quotes? Would it be proper for the people in t~e 
field, ~e so-called escorts, in any way to suggest that access to a soldier or to a 
commander would be affected by the type of story that was written? 

A: It's not proper, Senator. It happens, nonetheless. I know of cases where 
unit commanders were upset by a story that was written, felt it reflected badly on 
their troops, and didn't want to see those reporters again. We've tried to we~~~ in 
in those cases, and suggest that that's a very short term game, that that's net a 
legitimate concern, and they should think twice about that, and I think in ma~y :ases 
they have changed their minds. I can't say that military commanders aren't t•~a~. 
but it's certainly not a policy, and it's certainly something we discourage. 

Q: So it is your policy to not link access on the part of reporters to 
anything that they might write, providing it's within your ground rules as to what 
may be said about troop movements and so forth? 

A: That's right, and I can cite cases where reporters have written stories 
that commanders didn't like, but those reporters are right back with the cornman::e:s. 

Q: That's a principle, we'll call that a principle. Another principle that 
you've enunciated here is that escorts should not hover around the reporters as t~ey 
are conducting their interviews. Another point, you said they should not be in 
eye-shot, that your escorts should not be in eye-shot of the reporters as the 
reporters are interviewing ••• 

A: Of the person interviewed, yes sir. In other words, if I'm being inter
viewed by Senator Glenn here, from the Detroit News or whatever, the Toledo Blade, 
perhaps, would be a better example .•• (Laughter) If you're the public affairs 
escort and I'm the private down here in the trenches and I'm looking at you and 
you're a major and I'm a private, clearly that has some relationship. That's what I 
meant by eye-shot. 

Q: It could have a chilling effect. 
A: It could well have a chilling effect, yes sir. 

Q: I think that principle might come as some surprise in the field, that :·: ~: 
escort officers are not supposed to be actually within eye-shot, and that would 
include ear-shot, I assume, of the interview. I'm wondering if it wouldn't be •:se. 



.. 

if that is your principle, and it's a good one, that it be clearly stated to 1·c~= 
escort officers. From everything I've read, that is not the operating pri~c:~~e ~~ 
the field. 

A: I understand what you're saying, sir. I do hear examples of this. I ::::~.< 
in the main, public affairs escorts do a good job and do understand that they're~:: 
supposed to be hovering, chilling presences. 

Q: When we say hovering, chilling -- to be very specific, the escort of:i:e= 
should not be within eye-shot or ear-shot of the interview? 

A: We'll certainly look at that, sir. 

Q: Is that your principle? 
A: That is, indeed. 

Q: You've indicated in response to Senator Glenn's question that, he asked y:~ 
whether or not these principles as to your escort officers' conduct were in wri:i~~. 
and your answer was that you have written guidelines and ground rules. Were y:~ 
referring to guidelines and ground rules for escort officers, or for reporters? 

A: For reporters, but they benefit both. It spells out what each will c~. 

Q: But in terms of the type of principles we've just been talking about, t~a~ 
the escort officer or no one else should link access to an interview with what that 
person says substantively in interviews, and that the escort officer should not ~e 
within ear-shot or eye-shot of the interview. Those type of guidance for your esc~r: 
officers, those are not in writing as principles yet, are they? 

A: I don't believe we've ever put some of those common sense things in 
writing, no sir. If a reporter says something bad, you should still let him back. 
don't believe we've ever had a rule like that, but we'll certainly be happy to loc~ 
at it. Some of those things I would call the rule of reason or common sense. 

Q: There's a lot of rules of reason and common sense that you put in writi~g. 
A: Some, but there are many more that we don't, perhaps that we just expect 

good public affairs officers to know, and I think in the main, that's the way they 
perform. 

Q: I'm not saying in the main they don't, I'm just saying I think it would 
clear the air a great deal if you put those kind of principles for your escort 
officers in writing as principles. 

Thank you, my time is up. 

Senator COle: Thank you very much, Mr. Williams. You've been a good witness, 
very informative. 

Mr. Williams: Thank you. 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20301-1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

February 22, 1991 

M E M 0 R A N D U M 

To: Washington burea~ ~~~ of the Pentagon press corps 

From: Pete Williams~ 

Subject: News Media Coverage of Operation Desert Storm 

The number of reporters and photographers covering soldiers, 
sailors, airmen, and Marines taking part in Operation Desert 
Storm continues to grow. This week several more reporters joined 
up with Army and Marine forces in the field. Pools have also 
been permanently stationed on ships and air bases. Here is a 
summary of coverage arrangements for combat forces. 

We have 97 reporters out with the Army, 34 with the Marines 
ashore, and 10 with the amphibious forces, for a total of 141 
reporters with ground combat forces. That number should increase 
by 14 to 155 by early next week. We also have 10 reporters with 
the Navy on ships in the Red Sea and the Persian Gulf and 13 
stationed on air bases. In Dhahran, we have a six-person Navy 
quick reaction pool and an eight-person medical quick reaction 
pool on standby. In all, 178 reporters, photographers, and 
camera crew members will be with U.S. forces by the middle of 
next week with another 14 on standby. I have attached a list 
showing how the reporters in the pool will be spread throughout 
the theatre. 

Thank you for your continued suggestions and counsel. 

Attachment 

-



Wire Service 

ARMY 
AP 
AP 
AP 
Reuters 
Reuters 
AP 
Reuters 
AP 
UPI 
AP 
UPI 

MARINES 
AP 
Reuters 
UPI 
AP 

AIR FORCE 
AP 

AP 

Reuters 

AP 

UPI 

Newspapers 

ARMY 
Los Angeles Times 
New York Times 
Cox Newspapers 
Wall Street Journal 
USA Today 
Knight-Ridder 
Cox Newspapers 
Detroit Free Press 

22 February 1991 

OPERATION DESERT STORM 
MEDIA POOL PERSONNEL LOCATOR 

John Pomfret 
Neil MacFarQuhar 
Robert Dvorchak 
Gary Regenstreif 
Kevin Cooney 
Jeff Ulbrich 
Paul Majenoie 
Fred Bayles 
Leon Daniel 
Mark Fritz 
Tom Ferraro 

Denis Gray 
Jeff Franks 
Anthony Miller 
John King 

101ST Airborne Division 
VII Corps Headquarters 
82ND Airborne Division 
82ND Airborne Division 
18TH Aviation Brigade 
XVIII ABN Corps Headquarters 
1ST Armored Division 
3RD Armored Division 
1ST ~nfantry Division 
1ST Cavalry Division 
24TH Infantry Division 

2ND Marine Division 
2ND Marine Division 
1ST Force Service Support Group 
Amphib Pool #15 

Lederer AF Pool #4 

Alexander Higgins ARCENT Support Command 
(STNDBY deploy in 48 hours) 

Trequesser Amphib Pool #6 
(will deploy when OPTEMPO permits) 

.Rosenblum Navy Pool 13 
(STNDBY deploy next rotation) 

Alexander Navy Pool ill 

John Balzar 
John Kifner 
Ron Martz 
Bob Davis 
Lawrence Jolidon 
Carol Morello 
Joe Albright 
Frank Brune 

(STNDBY quick reaction pool) 

18TH Aviation Brigade 
lOlST Airborne Division 
24TH Infantry Division 
82ND Airborne Division 
20TH Engineer Brigade 
20TH Engineer Brigade 
18TH Corps Artillery 
3RD Armored Cav Regiment 



New York Post 
New York Times 
Los Angeles Times 
Wall Street Journal 
Houston Post 
San Diego Union 
washington Times 
Hearst Newspapers 
Stars & Stripes 
The Independent 
washington Post 
Stars & Stripes 
Tampa Tribune 
Scripps-Howard 
Hearst Newspapers 
San Francisco 
Chronicle 
Milwaukee Journal 

MARINES 
Gannett News 
San Diego Tribune 
News day 
Boston Globe 
Washington Post 
Copely News Service 
Newhouse Newspapers 
Chicago Tribune 

NAVY 
Providence Journal 
washington Times 

AIR FORCE 
Chicago Tribune 
Scripps-Howard 
Times Journal 

TED 
TED 
Dalla;;; Morning 

BQS!;;Q!l H~::ralg 

t:!!i:W§ 

~T Pet~::r;;;!;2l.lrg Timg;;; 

TBD 
TBD 
TBD 

Mark Mooney 
Phil Shenon 
Doug Jehl 
John Fialka 
John Mecklin 
Lynne Walker 
Michael Hedges 
Charles Lewis 
David Schad 
Richards 
William Branigin 
Vince Crawley 
Tim Collie 
Peter Copeland 
Chris Hanson 
Carl Nolte 

David Hendrickson 

Kirk Spitzer 
Jim Michaels 
Susan Sachs 
Colin Nickerson 
Ed Cody 
Otto Kreisher 
Bill Gannon 
Evans 

Richard 
Scarborough 

Rowley 
Lowy 
Vogel 

TED 
TBD 
Rodrigue 

Dickson 

Payton 

TBD 
TBD 
TBD 

18TH ABN Corps Support Command 
VII Corps Headquarters 
1ST Armored Division 
3RD Armored Division 
3RD Armored Division 
3RD Armored Division 
1ST Infantry Division 
1ST Infantry Division 
24TH Infantry Division 
1ST Cavalry Division 
1ST Cavalry Division 
2ND Armored Cavalry Regiment 
7TH Engineer Brigade 
VII Corps Support Command 
VII Corps Support Command 
ARCENT Support Command 

Army MED 13TH EVAC 

1ST Marine Division 
1ST Marine Division 
2ND Marine Division 
2ND Marine Division 
1ST Force Service Support Group 
1ST Force Service Support Group 
Tiger Brigade 
Amphib Pool 115 

Navy Pool #3 
Navy Pool 113 

AF Pool 114 
AF Pool 114 
AF Pool 114 

1ST Infantry Division 
7TH Engineer Brigade 
Amphib Pool 16 
(will deploy when OPTEMPO permits) 

Medical Pool 112 
(STNDBY quick reaction pool) 

Navy Pool #11 
(STNDBY quick reaction pool) 
Navy Red Sea Pool #7(Deploy 25 FEB) 
Navy Red Sea Pool #?(Deploy 25 FEB) 
Navy Red Sea Pool #7(Deploy 25 FEB) 



International Newspapers 

Arab News 
The Independent 
Saudi Newspaper 

Television 

ARMY 
NBC 
NBC 
NBC 
NBC 
NBC 
NBC 
CNN 
CNN 
CNN 
NBC 
NBC 
NBC 
CBS 
CBS 
CBS 
CBS Local Affiliate 
ABC 
ABC 
ABC 
SKY TV 
SKY TV 
CBS 
CBS 
CBS 
ABC 
ABC 
ABC 
CNN 
CNN 
CNN 
NBC 
NBC 
NBC 

CNN 
CNN 
CNN 

MARINES 
NBC 
NBC 
NBC 
CNN 
CNN 

David Sharrock 
Phil Davison 
Sultan Al Bazie 

Rick Davis 
Gary Fairman 
Fritz vanKlein 
Gary Matsumoto 
Maurice Roper 
Ronald Malo III 
Robert Franken 
Thomas Greene 
Brian Haefli 
George Lewis 
Addison Armstrong 
Bart Childs 
Scott Pelley 
Warren Arnstein 
James Helling 
Bob Martin 
Mike Von Fremd 
Keith Kay 
George Bouza 
Dermott VonKinder 
George.Davies 
Martha Teichner 
Decarvahlo 
Reinhardt 
Jim Wooten 
Rick Hull 
Neil Papworth 
Doug James 
Sergei Bodie 
Mitch Farkas 
Arthur Kent 
Tom Baer 
Martin Schmidt-

Bleek 
John Sweeney 
Mike Simon 
Chris Turner 

Michael Boettcher 
Tony Wasserman 
Maurice Odello 
Marc Dulmage 
Kit Swartz 

ARCENT Support Command 
1ST Force Service Support Group 
1ST Force Service Support Group 

101ST Airborne Division 
101ST Airborne Division 
101ST Airborne Division 
24TH Infantry Division 
24TH Infantry Division 
24TH Infantry Division 
82ND Airborne Division 
82ND Airborne Division 
82ND Airborne Divsion 
20TH Engineer Brigade 
20TH Engineer Brigade 
20TH Engineer Brigade 
18TH Corps Artillery 
18TH Corps Artillery 
18TH Corps Artillery 
3RD Armored Cav Regiment 
18TH Aviation Brigade 
18TH Aviation Brigade 
18TH Aviation Brigade 
18TH Aviation Brigade 
18TH Aviation Brigade 
1ST Armored Division 
1ST Armored Division 
1ST Armored Division 
3RD Armored Division 
3RD Armored Division 
3RD Armored Division 
1ST Infantry Division 
1ST Infantry Division 
1ST Infantry Division 
1ST Cavalry Division 
1ST Cavalry Division 
1ST Cavalry Division 

2ND Armored Cavalry Regiment 
2ND Armored Cavalry Regiment 
2ND Armored Cavalry Regiment 

1ST Marine Division 
1ST Marine Division 
1ST Marine Division 
1ST Marine Division 
1ST Marine Division 



CNN 
ABC 
ABC 
ABC 
CBS 
CBS 
CBS 
CNN 
CNN 
CBS 
CBS 

NAVY 
CBS affiliate 
CBS affiliate 

AIR FQRCE 
Univision 
Univision 
NBC Affiliate 
NBC Affiliate 

ABC 

ABC 

ABC 

ABC 

ABC 

ABC 

CBS 

CBS 

CBS 

Photoqraphera 

ARMY 
Newsweek 
Detroit Press 
AP 
Time 

WTVT 
WTVT 

WFLA 
WFLA 

Washington Post 
Time 
USN & World Report 

Paul Kietrich 
Linda Pattillo 
Stephen Cocklin 
Salim Aridi 
Bruce Van Borst 
Wim Devos 
Tim Dickey 
Carl Rochelle 
Young 
Vasquez 
Everson 

Sanders 
Jim Craven 

Descalzi 
Perez 
Vester 
Puchaty 

Hickey 

Barker 

Manning 

Claiborne 

Johnson 

Hirashiki 

Arnot 

Mogulof 

Jackson 

Bill Gentile 
Joe De Vera 
Tannen Mowery 
Kenneth Jarrecke 
Lucian Perkins 
Tony Suau 
David Turnley 

1ST Marine Division 
2ND Marine Division 
2ND Marine Division 
2ND Marine Division 
2ND Marine Division 
2ND Marine Division 
2ND Marine Division 
Amphib Pool 1115 
Amphib Pool #15 
Amphib Pool 1115 
Amphib Pool #15 

Navy Pool II 3 
Navy Pool II 3 

AF Pool 114 
AF Pool 114 
AF Pool 1114 
AF Pool 1114 

Amphib Pool 116 
(will deploy when OPTEMPO permits) 

Amphib Pool 116 
(will deploy when OPTEMPO permits) 

Amphib Pool 116 
(will deploy when OPTEMPO permits) 
Navy Pool 1111 
(STNDBY quick reaction pool) 
Navy Pool 1111 
(STNDBY quick reaction pool) 
Navy Pool 1111 
(STNDBY quick reaction pool) 
Medical Pool 1112 
(STNDBY quick reaction pool) 
Medical Pool 1112 
(STNDBY quick reaction pool) 
Medical Pool 1112 
(STNDBY quick reaction pool) 

101ST Airborne Division 
24TH Infantry Division 
82ND Airborne Division 
18TH Corps Artillery 
3RD Armored Cav Regiment 
18TH Aviation Brigade 
18TH ABN Corps Support Command 



Stars & Stripes 
Reuters 
AP 
AP 
Reuters 
Times Journal 
Stars & Stripes 
USN & World Report 
Cleveland Plain 
Dealer 

MARINES 
Reuters 
Time 
Los Angeles Times 
AP 
Dallas Morning News 
Knight-Ridder 
Chicago Tribune 
Newsweek 
Reuters 
San Diego Union 

NAVY 
New Orleans Times
Picayune 

AIR FORCE 
Hearst Newspapers 
Time 

Newsweek 

UPI 

USN & World Report 

Magazines 

ARMY 
USN & World Report 
USN & World Report 
USN & World Report 
Esquire 

MARINES 
Newsweek 
Newsweek 

Kenneth Clauson 
Win McNamee 
John Gaps 
Robert Jordon 
Andy Clark 
Steve Elfers 
Wayne Begasse 
Steve McCurry 
Dale Omari 

Charles Platiau 
Chris Morris 
John Downs 
Sadauki Mikami 
David Leeson 
Todd Buchanan 
Ernie Cox 
Kieffer 
Ellis 
McCutcheon 

Jackson 

Matheson 
Brack 

Tony Obrien 

Peters 

Mendelsohn 

Giordano 

Joe Galloway 
Mike Tharp 
Richard Chesnoff 
John Sack 

Raymond Wilkinson 
Tony Clifton 

18TH ABN Corps Support Command 
1ST Armored Division 
3RD Armored Division 
1ST Infantry Division 
1ST Infantry Division 
lST Cavalry Division 
2ND Armored Cavalry Division 
VII Corps Support Command 
Army MED 3SOTH EVAC 

1ST Marine Division 
1ST Marine Division 
1ST Marine Division 
2ND Marine Division 
1ST Force Service Support Group 
1ST Force Service Support Group 
Tiger Brigade 
Amphib Pool US 
Amphib Pool illS 
Amphib Pool US 

Navy Pool 113 

AF Pool 114 
AF Pool itl4 

7TH Engineer Brigade 
(STNDBY deploy within 48 hours) 

Amphib Pool 116 
(will deploy when OPTEMPO permits) 
Navy Pool 1111 
(STNDBY quick reaction pool) 

Medical Pool /112 
(STNDBY quick reaction pool) 

24TH Infantry Division 
18TH Aviation Brigade 
18TH ABN Corps Support Command 
1ST Infantry Division 

1ST Marine Division 
Tiger Brigade 



AIR FORCE 
Aviation Week 

Business Week 

Marabella 

Radio 

ARMY 
ABC Radio 
NPR 
AP Radio 
VOA 

MARINES 
CBS Radio 
CBS Radio 

NAVY 
Westwood One 

AIR FORCE 
ABC Radio 
NPR 

TBD 
CBS Radio 

Group W 

ABC Radio 

-

Fulghum 

Russ Mitchell 

Fischer 

Thompson 

De Lynn 

Gregg Jarrett 
Scott Simon 
Karen Sloan 
Jim Malone 

Michael Sullivan 
Gasperini 

Walsh 

Taylor 
Deborah Amos 

TBD 
Miliano 

Demetriou 

Schmidt 

AF Pool it14 

ARCENT Support Command 
(STNDBY deploy within 48 hours) 

Amphib Pool it6 
(will deploy when OPTEMPO permits) 
Medical Pool it12 
(STNDBY quick reaction pool) 
Medical Pool it12 
(STNDBY quick reaction pool) 

18TH Aviation Brigade 
Corps Support Command 
1ST Armored Division 
1ST Cavalry Division 

1ST Force Service Support Group 
Amphib Pool 1115 

Navy Pool it3 

AF Pool it4 
AF Pool 1114 

VII Corps Support Command 
Amphib Pool it6 
(will deploy when OPTEMPO permits) 
Navy Pool itll 
(STNDBY quick reaction pool) 
Medical Pool it12 
(STNDBY quick reaction pool) 
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INFO ARCENT SPT CMD//PA// 

COMUSMARCENT 

USCENTAF FWD HQS ELEMENT//PA// 

ARCENT MAIN//AFRD-PO// 

COMUSNA\ICENT 

CDRl.STINFDI\1 FWD GOEPPINGEN GE//PAO// 

CDRl.STCA\IDI\1 FWD//PAO// 

CDRl.STCOSCOM FWD//PAO// 

CDRl.AD MAIN//PAO// 

CDR2DACR MAIN FWD//PAO// 

CDR3RDACRMAIN//PAO// 

CDRl.STINFDI\IMECH DMAIN Gl. G4//PAO// 

CDR12THA\INBDE FWD//PAO// 

CDR18THA\INBDE FWD//PAO// 

CDR18THFABDE//PAO// 

CDR20THENGBDEFWD//PAO// 

CDR24THINFDI\I MECH FWD//PAO// 

RW TAYLOR, PDASD<PA), OASD<PA> "'"~''"''''''' 

Pete W•lli3rr:
Assi3tarJ :· "; -:. . 
(Public ·"'·<-,:s_, 

FEB 2 3 1991 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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CDR2NDCOSCOMFWD//PAO// 

CDR3RDARMDIVFWD//PAO// 

CDR!2NDABNDIV FWD//PAO// 

CDRlDlSTABNDIV AASLT FWD//PAO// 

CDRVIICORPSMAIN FWD 

CDRVIICORPS MOEHRINGEN GE 

CDRVIICORPS MAIN FWD//PAO// 

CDRXVIIIABNCORPS//PAO// 

CG FIRST FSSG 

CG FIRST MARDIV 

CG SECOND MARDIV 

CG FOURTH MEB 

CG FIFTH MEB 

CG I MEF 

CG II MEF 

MINIMIZE CONSIDERED 

OPER/DESERT STORM 

MSGID/SYS RRM/OSD CPA)// 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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APM/SUBJ: PUBLIC AFFAIRS - PROCEDURES FOR PROCESSING MEDIA POOL 

PRODUCTS 

REF A: SECDEF 232229Z FEB 91 

1· REFERENCE MESSAGE DEALING WITH PUBLIC AFFAIRS GUIDANCE FOR 

CONTINGENCY USE AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE GROUND PHASE OF OPERATION 

DESERT STORM IS RESCINDED. 

2· PUBLIC AFFAIRS ESCORT OFFICERS WILL INFORM ALL NEWS MEDIA 

PERSONNEL BRIEFED ON THE INSTRUCTIONS OR CONTENT OF THE REFERENCED 

MESSAGE THAT THE MESSAGE HAS BEEN RESCINDED AND IS NO LONGER IN 

EFFECT. 

3. PUBLIC AFFAIRS ESCORT OFFICERS WILL DISCUSS THE EXTREME 

SENSITIVITIES OF CURRENT OPERATIONS, UNIT MOVEMENTS, AND UNIT 

LOCATIONS WITH POOL REPORTERS AND EMPHASIZE THAT POOL REPORTS FOR THE 

NEXT 48 HOURS MUST AVOID DISCUSSING ANY--REPEAT--ANY INFORMATION THAT 

COULD BE OF HELP TO THE ENEMY· NO--REPEAT--NO NEWS MEDIA POOL 

REPORTS, VIDEOTAPE, PHOTOGRAPHS, AND AUDIO TAPE WILL BE SUBJECT TO 

EMBARGO. HOWEVER, ALL POOL MATERIAL WILL BE SUBJECT TO CAREFUL 

SECURITY REVIEW, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE NEWS MEDIA GROUND RULES AND 

GUIDELINES PREVIOUSLY ISSUED· PAO'S MUST BE ESPECIALLY VIGILANT FOR 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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INFORMATION THAT WOULD BETRAY UNIT LOCATIONS OR OPERATIONAL PLANS. 

4. TO ASSURE THAT SENSITIVE INFORMATION DOES NOT INADVERTANTLY PASS 

THE SECURITY REVIEW AT THE SOURCE, ALL AIR FORCE, MARINE AND NAVY 

MATERIALS WILL BE SUBJECT TO A SECOND LEVEL OF SECURITY REVIEW AT JIB 

DHAHRAN BEFORE RELEASE· ANY MATERIAL WHICH MAY POTENTIALLY VIOLATE 

THE GROUND RULES SHOULD BE THOROUGHLY DISCUSSED BY TELEPHONE WITH JIB 

RIYADH AND, IF NECESSARY, OASD/PA. PROCEDURES FOR DEALING WITH ARMY 

MATERIALS WILL BE PROVIDED BY SEPARATE MESSAGE. UNTIL THEN, ARMY 

MATERIAL WILL BE HELD AT KKMC· 

s. THESE PROCEDURES WILL BE IN EFFECT UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 

MINIMIZE CONSIDERED 

.... ,. .. -------



·~ 

What equipment is available? Do you have enough telephones, fax machines, etc? 

Is any military communications equipment available for filing? Where? 

What happens if there is a power/telecommunications outage? What are alternative means of 
moving media products? 

How will pool print reports be sent to OASD(PA) for release in Washington? 

What do media do after their initial filing? ' 

How will SITREPS on media activities be provided to OASD(PA)? How often? 

Do all media reps present in theater share the combat pool's reports? How is material 
distributed? 

PHASE VI Onflux of Additional Medial 

If hostilities begin, additional media will want access to the theater of operations. Assuming 
access is granted, the following questions arise: 

What problems will be created by additional media? 

Where will they go? 

Will they be folded into the mini pools? 

In addition, the network anchors may request access. If granted: 

Where will they go? 

Who will escort them? 

How will they travel in-theater? 

What special requirements will they have? 

Can CENTCOM/PA support them? 



I . . 

PUBUC AFFAIRS PLANNING FOR MEDIA IN PERSIAN GULF REGION 

Planning needs to be done for at least two scenarios: Plan A would be executed if CENT
COMIPA has lead time to work with before hostilities begin. Plan B would apply if hostilities 
break out with little or no warning. Each plan should follow the following outline: 

PHASE I <Preparation Period) 

Outline what has been done and what is being done now in the way of briefings, training, etc. 
to prepare CENTCOM public affairs people and the media for actions to be taken if hostilities 
break out. 

What assumptions is this proposal based on? 

Are the mini pools being exercised in any way? 

How are unit commanders and PAs being prepared to suppon this proposal? 

Are international media assigned to the pools? 

Are host nation journalists included in the pools? 

Is there adequate PA manning in-theater? 

How will journalists be identified as noncombatants? Will procedures used be similar to those 
provided for in the Protocols to the 1949 Geneva Convention? 

Will security protection be provided to JIB Dhahran if hostilities beak out? 

Has the need for forward press camps or sub-JIBS been addressed? 

Has the CINC issued any personal PA policy guidance to unit commanders? Will there be any 
CINC guidance on combat pools to reinforce the PA planning effon? 

Will specific guidance be issued as to any restrictions on media reps carrying privately owned 
weapons for personal protection? 

What is the rank equivalent of media reps? 

Who will have release authority when hostilities begin? 

PHASE IT <Plan Activation) 

What triggers plan activation? 

Who notifies CENTCQMIPA? 



.. 

Who activates mini pools? How? 

How is OPSEC maintained, if required? 

Who notifies OASD(PA)? When and how? 

PHASE m <Mini Pools Assemble) 

Where will the mini pools assemble? 

Who's in charge at each location? 

What activities take place after media assemble? 

What transponation will be available to take media to the field? Is it pre-arranged/dedicated? 

Who tasked the transponation suppon? 

If not already tasked, what guarantees are there that it will be available when needed? 

Who is providing field gear and chem gear? Have media members of mini pools been trained in 
use of chem gear? 

Will weapons be issued to PA escons? 

PHASE IV (Coverage of Combat Action) 

Who goes with which units? (Emphasis on TV networks/"heavy hitters") 

Who escons mini pools at each location? 

Do you have enough PA people to cover all esconing duties? 

Who will keep track of where mini pools are located? How? 

How long will media reps be with the host units identified in' the plan? 

Is the size of the media pool too large to move with the. unit? 

If combat breaks out in an unanticipated location, will a pool be sent there? 

How will reporters be handled when and if they cross combat lines? Does it depend on whose 
line ? s. 

What are units ins~cted to do with journalists arriving in combat areas on their own? 



·- , · What procedures are in effect for coverage of multinational units fighting alongside U.S. 
troops in the same engagement? 

Have conditions at sea been factored into transportation planning for pools going to ships? 

What will be done for coverage during an amphibious assault? First wave? Third wave? 

Will media be allowed to fly on combat missions? 

Will mini pools be rotated in and out of combat areas? How often? 

Plan states that operational requirements may prevent media reps from being returned by 
military transportation to their points of origin. Meaning of this is unclear, needs to be 
clarified. 

Has consideration been given to regularly scheduled flights and ground transportation to 
provide continuous flow of personnel and file materials? 

Will there be authority for escorted journalists to "space-A" back and forth to forward areas? 

How will combat information be provided to media in Dhahran who are not in pool? 

What will be done with journalists who are wounded or killed? Such casualties may not be at 
the front lines. 

If media have portable transmission equipment can they file from the field? 

Are controls planned for journalists taking their own communications equipment (i.e. radios, 
satellite phones, etc) capable of direct transmission from the combat area? 

Will there be security review? By whom? How will problems be resolved? 

Will there be daily briefings for media with the units? 

What are requirements for subordinate commanders to provide public affairs operational 
reports summarizing significant events, daily operational press briefings, etc? 

PHASE V <Filin~ of Media Products) 

Where are the preplanned filing locations? 

How do media/media products get there? 

Is traa~~portation pre-arranged/dedicated? Who tasked the transportation support? 

If not already tasked, what guarantees are there that it will be available when needed? 

What equipment is needed to facilitate filing? 



ASD (PA) ~~1 Media Coverage Plan In·---



---~ -~ ASD(PA) Projected DoD Assets in AOR ---- ~ ~....., / ' 

Army: 7 Divisions 

Marines: 6 Marine Expeditionary Brigades 

Navy: 6 Carrier Battle Groups 
2 Battleships 

Air Force: Hundreds of Reconnaissance, 
Fighter, Cargo and Refueling 
Aircraft 



ASD(PA) - CJCS Media Pool Message 
June 1990 

Support Required: 

• Enable media pool members to disperse throughout the 
combat area in order to provide balanced coverage ... 

• From the onset of the operation to divide the pool into small 
elements of from 1 - 3 persons, to facilitate coverage of the 
entire operation ... 



ASD(PA) ~II GROUND COMBAT 
POOL COMPOSITION 

Begin exercising two pools: 

Two (3) member television crews 6 

Radio correspondent (network) 1 

Wire service correspondents 2 

Wire service photographers 2 

News magazine correspondent 1 

News magazine photographer 1 

Newspaper correspondents J 
Total 16 



---111 Concept of Operation 

Phase I - CENTCOM forms pools 

(Current Situation) -Conducts realistic exercises for training 

- Deploy at random, once every two weeks or so 

Phase II (Warning) -Align pools with ground combat units 

(Hostilities) or 

(No Warning) -Move pools rapidly forward if no warning 

-Constitute & deploy additional pools as 
required to cover Navy, Air Force and 
rear support units 

Phase III -Mandatory pool coverage ends 

-Independent coverage of operations 



-~ ASD(PA) ----m Supplemental 
~ Pools Required 

1 
· • Air Force 

• Navy Carrier Task Force 

• Amphibious Task Force 

• Logistical Support 

• Ground Combat Forces 

(Aug1nentation pools if necessary) 



~ ASD (PA) Supplemental ~~~-
Pool Composition """'-~-· 

3 One (3) member television crew 

1 Radio Correspondent 

-

1 Correspondent (print) 

1 Photographer (print) 

6 Total 



ASD (PA) -"""'Ill Dedicated Resources ~..-....... 

TRANSPORTATION 

COMMUNICATION 

EQUIPMENT 

(To be issued to pool 

members by CENTCOM) 

• Dedicated air & ground support essential to 
move media initially and move media products 
back to Joint Information Bureau Dhahran 

• Use of existing facilities, both commercial and 
military, on a not-to-interfere basis 

• Use of military communication systems to move 
media products out of AOR as back-up in the 
event of failure of commercial facilities 

• Helmet 

• Flak Vest 

• Web Gear/Canteen 

• Chemical Suit & Mask 



ASD (PA) Filing Procedure''~-----

Ground Combat 
Pools 

Navy Carrier 
TF.--... 

I Security Review at source 

Amphibious 
.--.TF 

Dhahran 

(Pool Coordination) 



ASD (PA) -----111 Ground Rules 111-------..... 

Highlights 
Ground rules do not permit: 

• Reporting specific geographic locations 

• Reporting numbers (troops, aircraft or other tactical equipment) 

• Publishing information on future operations 

• Divulging security precautions being taken 

• Coverage of any aspect of operation without PA escort 

• Disclosing "Rules of Engagement" details 

• Video/audio recordings of injured personnel in agony or severe shock at a 
medical facilit~ 

• Interviewing or photographing an injured serviceman without his/her 
permission 

• Imagery of patients suffering from severe disfigurement at a medical facility 



ASD(PA) Justification for Support 

• Many pools tend to encourage more balanced 

coverage of operations. 

• Need to provide maximum access to avoid charges 

of Administration cover-up. 

• The story will get out one way or another. 

Firsthand coverage is more accurate. 



ASD(PA> -----11 Media 

• 400 Total Media 

-250 u.s. 

- 150 International 

• 100 Outlets 

-75 Print 

- 25 Television 



ASD(PA> IIDesert §hield 111---............ 

IFublic Affairs 
Assets 

• CENTCOM 13 

• ARCENT 110 

• MARCENT 10 

• NAVCENT 8 

• CENTAF 24 

TOTAL 165 



-~ ASD (PA) Desert Shield Public Affairs Support 
~ (CORPS) 1\ ~--· --· 

I* 
XVIII CORPS 

PAO (6) 

• 
I I I I I 

* 82nd Abn *24THINF * lOlst Abn lSTCAV 2nd Armd 

DivPAO Div PAO DivPAO Div PAO Div Bde/3d 

(4) (4) (4) (4) ACR (2: 

-

* 
49th PA 50th PA 40th PA 4thPA 13th PA 

Det (5) Det (5) Det (5) Det (5) Det (5) 

• 



ASD(PA) Public Affairs Profile 11~---~ 

• Reserve/ Active Components 

• Trained and Experienced 

• Media experience ongoing: 

-Requests to date 2,830 

-Requests scheduled 2,066 

-Requests pending 784 


