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Stay Out - Stay Alive
Mine Hazard

Awareness
Campaign - Facts

Every year, dozens of people are injured or
killed while exploring or playing on mine prop-
erty. Consequently, the U.S. Department of
Labor’s Mine Safety and Health Administration
(MSHA) created “Stay Out–Stay  Alive,” a
public safety campaign to educate children and
adults about the existing hazards at active and
abandoned mine sites.

Mining is a fundamental component of
the American economy. Over half of the
electricity generated in the United States comes
from coal. Sand,  gravel, limestone and other
rock products are used in the construction indus-
try. Salt keeps wintry roads free of ice. Gold,
silver, iron, copper,  and many other minerals are
essential to our national prosperity.

Mines are located in every state – from
small sand and gravel operations  to complex
underground coal, salt, limestone or metal mines,
to extensive  surface operations that use some of
the largest industrial equipment ever  built. There
are about 14,000 active and as many as 500,000
abandoned  mines in the nation. As cities and
towns spread into the surrounding countryside

and more people visit remote locations, the
possibility of  contact with an active or aban-
doned mine increases.

Dangers exist at active and abandoned
mine sites. The men and women employed in
our nation’s mines are trained to work in a safe
manner. For the unauthorized explorer, hiker,
off-roader or rockhound, however, the hazards
are not always apparent. Active and abandoned
mine sites have proven to be an irresistible–and
sometimes deadly–draw for children and adults.

Vertical shafts can be hundreds of feet deep.
At the surface, they may be completely unpro-
tected, hidden by vegetation or covered by
rotting boards.

Horizontal openings may seem sturdy, but
rotting timbers and unstable  rock formations
make cave-ins a real danger. Darkness and
debris add to the hazards.

Lethal concentrations of deadly gases
(methane, carbon monoxide, carbon  dioxide
and hydrogen sulfide) can accumulate in under-
ground passages.

Unused or misfired explosives can become
unstable and deadly–vibrations from a touch or
footfall can trigger an explosion.

Excavated vertical cliffs (highwalls) in open
pit mines and quarries can  be unstable and
prone to collapse.

Hills of loose material in stockpiles or
refuse heaps can easily  collapse upon an unsus-
pecting biker or climber.

Water-filled quarries and pits hide rock
ledges, old machinery and other  hazards. The
water can be deceptively deep and dangerously
cold. Steep,  slippery walls make exiting these
swimming holes extremely difficult.



Any community with active or abandoned
mines, quarries or pits could  become the scene
of the next tragedy. For more information on
“Stay Out–Stay Alive” or how to become a
partner in this campaign, contact the Mine Safety
and Health Administration at 202-693-9423, or
contact MSHA’s website at www.msha.gov.

MSHA’s toll-free hotline for reporting
unsafe access to mine sites is 1-800-499-1038.

Mine Safety and Health
Administration  (MSHA)
1100 Wilson Boulevard, 21st Floor
Arlington, VA 22209-3939
Phone:    (202) 693-9400

Fax-on-demand: (202) 693-9401
Technical (web) questions:

         Webmaster@msha.gov
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CONTEST DATE/LOCATION CONTACT

Smokeaters Post 2 Bench May 9-10, 2003 Ronnie Deaton
Contest Lexington, KY 606-546-5123

NMRA-Post 1 Bench Contest May 17, 2003 Gilbert Whitt
Gary, WV 304-436-8421

Governor’s Cup Mine Rescue, May 30, 2003 Wayne Davis
First Aid, Bench Claypool Hill, VA 276-498-4533
and Pre-Shift
Contest

Indiana Mine Rescue and Bench June 5, 2003 Mike Stanley
Contest Vincennes, IN 812-743-2033

Kanawha Valley June 7, 2003 Jerry Richards
Holmes Safety Association Mount Carbon, WV 304-442-5145
Mine Rescue Contest

West Kentucky Safety Days June 10-12, 2003 Polly Wilson
Mine Rescue, First Aid, Bench Madisonville, KY 800-899-5181
and Pre-Shift Contest EXT 8335

Aracoma/Coal River June 11, 2003 Vickie Mullins
Holmes Safety Mine Rescue, Logan, WV 304-752-5315
First Aid and Bench Contest

Colorado Coal Association Mine June 18-19, 2003 Diane Ponikvar
Rescue, First Aid and Bench Craig, CO 970-870-2713
Contest

Tri-state Post 6, Ohio Valley June 18-19, 2003        William  A. McGilton
Mine Rescue, First Aid and St. Clairsville, OH 740-695-2297
Bench Contest

Rocky Mountain Association July 30-31, 2003 Kevin Tuttle
Mine Rescue, First Aid and Price, UT 435-687-2317
Bench Contest

2003 Local Mine Rescue
Contest Listing

Events



Virginia Mining Institute’s Safety August 5-7, 2003 Norman Page
Day-Mine Rescue, First Aid, Blacksburg, VA Diane Crouse
Bench and Pre-Shift Contest 276-679-0230

NMRA-Post 5 Mine Rescue, First August 13-14, 2003 Jerry W. Johnson
Aid, Bench and Pre-Shift Morgantown, WV 304-291-4277
Contest

Knott-Floyd Holmes Safety August 19-21, 2003 Dave Jones
Days, Mine Rescue, Bench, MET Allen, KY 606-785-4191
and Pre-Shift Contest Jerry Bellamy

606-432-0943

Pennsylvania State Mine August 21-22, 2003 Carol Boring
Rescue and Bench Contest Carmichaels, PA 724-925-5150

EXT 142

Illinois Mine Rescue and Bench August 26-27, 2003                      Steve Kattenbraker
Contest Springfield, IL             618-439-4355

Southern West Virginia Mine August 27-28, 2003 Mike Rutledge
Rescue, First Aid and Bench Beckley, WV 304-558-1425,
Contest EXT  29

Kentucky Mining Institute, Mine September 3-5, 2003 Geaunita Caylor
Rescue, Bench, Pre-Shift and Lexington, KY 859-257-2820
MET Contest

State of Alabama Mine Rescue, September 3-5, 2003 Bill Kelce
First Aid and Bench Contest Birmingham, AL 205-822-0384

2003 National Mine Rescue, September 15-19, 2003         Joseph W. Pavlovich
First Aid and Bench Contest Louisville, KY 606-546-5123
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2003 Joint Meeting Registration Form
Vendor Registration

 Organization_______________________________________________________________________

 Contact Name ____________________________________________________________________

 Title_____________________________________________________________________________

 Mailing Address___________________________________________________________________

 City______________________________________State______________Zip__________________

 Telephone_______________________________

 Email Address___________________________

Describe your product or service:
_________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

Do you require an electrical outlet?___________

How many tables do you need?______________

* The “best” tables will be assigned first, so register early.
* Each space will have one table and two chairs, unless more are requested.
* Each table is $500.
* The hospitality reception will be from 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m., Tuesday, June 17.

This completed form, along with a check or money order payable to: “Joseph A. Holmes Safety
Association,” must be received no later than May 1, 2003.

MAIL TO: Joseph A. Holmes Safety Association
P. O. Box 9375
Arlington, Virginia   22219

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, CALL:
Judy Tate 214-767-8423
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FIRST-CLASS MAIL
POSTAGE & FEES PAID

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF  LABOR
PERMIT NO. G-745

U.S. Department of Labor (MSHA)
Joseph  A. Holmes Safety Association
1301 Airport Road
Beaver, West Virginia 25813-9426

PLACE  LABEL HERE
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