DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
ARMED FORCES EPIDEMIOLOGICAL BOARD
5109 LEESBURG PIKE
FALLS CHURCH, VA 22041-3258

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

AFEB (15-1a) 95-4 24 July 1995

MEMORANDUM FOR THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (HEALTH AFFAIRS)
THE SURGEON GENERAL, DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
THE SURGEON GENERAL, DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
THE SURGEON GENERAL, DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

SUBJECT: Recommendation on the Use of Meningococcal Vaccine

1. Meningococcal disease continues to be a problem in military
settings such as basic training. Current vaccine formulations
provide significant protection against serogroups A, C, Y and

W 135, but infections continue to occur after the widespread use
of vaccine.

2. The duration of vaccine-induced protection is not well known
but may be very long and fregquent boosters may not be required.
In the face of these uncertainties, the Board makes the following
recommendations:

a. 2ll meningococcal isolates should be grouped and
group B organisms typed by a reference laboratory
to assess the current prevalence of strains in the
military population. B typing information may be
useful if the group B OMP vaccine becomes an
option. The vaccine history of individuals with
meningococcal disease should be determined.

b. A longitudinal study of antibody persistence for
3 to 10 years should be conducted using samples
from the DoD Serum repository. The effects of
current booster regimens should be assessed in
a separate prospective study.

3. The results of these studies will allow us to recommend
optimal vaccine formulations and booster intervals. In the
meantime, a consistent service-wide policy of a five-year
booster interval is reasonable.
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