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My concern over the implementation of the Obama Administration's insourcing policy in the 
Department of Defense continues to grow. 

As of today, we have not received a response to the letter sent by Chainnan Ortiz and Ranking 
Member Forbes on February 4,2010, asking you to direct are-evaluation of in sourcing efforts at 
Air Force Plant 42 in Palmdale, California. I find it very troubling that despite the bi-partisan 
request from the Committee, you have disregarded Congressional concern about this matter and 
allowed hiring actions to be initiated for the frrefighting positions at Plant 42. 

I appreciate the Department's desire to reduce its overreliance on contractors, but lhave 
concerns with the arbitrary targets mandated to the military services. This is forcing installations 
to insource some jobs that are better served as a contracted :function, such as the firefighters at 
Air Foree Plant 42. Unlike traditional military installations, Plant 42 is a government-owned, 
contractor-operated facility. There ate over 6,500 total contractor positions at Plant 42, 
compared with 10 civilian Air Force slots and one unifonned position at the plant. The cost 
savings estimated for this insourcing effort is 2.5 percent, a savings that easily could be recouped 
by re-competing the contract. Because these jobs are not inherently governmental, and the cost 
savings is minimal, I can only conclude that this action is being done solely to comply with 
quotas imposed to meet the Department's overall goal to reduce contractor levels. 

Furthermore, I am aware that Department of Defense Instruction (0001) 1400.24, Volume 336, 
dated April 6, 2009 implements policy and establishes procedures regarding civilian personnel 
management for civilian firefighters and law enforcement officers~· I am also aware that, in the 
case of the insourcingefforts at Air Force Plant 42 in Palmdale, California, the Air Force has 
petitioned your office for an exception to the maximum entry age established by DOD I 1400.24, 
V336. 

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE OF RECYCLED FIBERS 



Despite the Air Force's stated desire to minimize the impact of in sourcing, their request for relief 
from your policy on age limitations has not been taken up. Allowing hiring actions to begin 
before the request for waiver was adjudicated will lead to confusion, and ill-advised hiring 
actions, and may likely prevent an experienced, established workforce from being able to 
compete for the newly created government positions. ' 

With these concerns in mind, I ask that you immediately hold any further efforts to insource the 
contract workforce at Plant 42 until providing the Committee a response to the review requested 
by Mr. Forbes and Mr. Ortiz and issuance of waiver to DOD I 1400.24, Volume 336 for the 
positions targeting for insourcing at Plant 42. 

Sincerely, 

oward P. "Buck cKeon 
Member of Congress 
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December 29. 2010 

Please find enclosed copies of letters previously sent to you. We have not yet 
received responses to those letters. We ask that you please review the enclosed letters and 
respond accordingly. 

We look forward to your response. Thank you for your attention to this important 
matter. Please contact the Committee staff at (202) 225-5074 with any questions. 

cc Edolphus Towns 
Cbainnan 
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June 3,2010 

I am writing to request documents and infonnation relating to the extent to which 
White House political personnel are involved with planning, directing, or coordinating 
your travel to participate in public events - official or political - which may have a 
political benefit for elected Democratic officials or Democratic candidates for office. 

As you may know, during the last Congress then-Chairman Waxman and this 
Committee invested substantial time and effort to investigate the use of official resources 
at the behest of the White House for political purposes, During the Committee's 
investigation - which spanned nearly two years - the staff interviewed or deposed 18 
political appointees, including President Bush's political directors, and received nearly 
70,000 pages of docwnents from the White House and 29 agencies. 

At the conclusion of his years-long investigation, Chainnan Waxman's staff 
prepared a staff report entitled "The Activities of the White House Office ofPoJitical 
Affairs."J7 Chairman Waxman called for the elimination ofthe Office, The Waxman 
Report stated: 

The White House Office of Political Affairs has been controversial 
since President Reagan created the office in 1981. .... But the 
extent of political activity by the .. , White House and its deep and 
systematic reach into the federal agencies is wlprecedented. 
Congress should amend the Hatch Act, the federal law 

17 Democratic Stilit', H. Comm. on Ovet'$ight and Gov't Reform, 1 10th Cong., "The Activities of the Whlle 
House Office of political Affairs," Oct. 2008, httD :/Ioversight.house.gov/documentsI20QSlO15105434.pdf. 
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restricting political activity bv federal officials, to eliminate the 
White House Office of Political Affairs. If the political affairs 
office is retained, its activities should be restructured to ensure that 
it serves the interests of the taxpayer, not the political party of the 
President. 18 

In the report, the Waxman staff conduded that the White House organized the 
travel of senior administration officials around politically advantageous locations and 
specifically used travel as a too] to help elect or re-elect members of their party to pubJic 
office. 19 The report counted events that were attended personally by senior 
administration officials. It reported that 303 events required travel outside of 
Washington, D.C. The Waxman staff concluded that these events violated the Hatch Act. 
They wrote the events "established precisely the type of (political boiler-room' that the 
Congress warned against when it amended the Hatch Act in 1993.'120 The report stated 
that the taxpayers "should 
... not pay the travel expenses of cabinet and other seniol' officials to fly across the 
country" for political purposes? 

During President Obama's short time in office, there has been some indication 
that the White House has ignored Chairman Waxman's concerns. For example, 
according to a Washington Post story last year about travel related to marketing of the 
President's stimulus plan, "public policy and electoral politics have come together 
seamlessly in his domestic travel itinerary."u The Post reported: 

Since becoming president, he hasn't set foot in a state he won by 
nearly 40 percentage points in November's general election. 

But thousands have beard Obama speak in Ohio. North 
Carolina, Missouri, Indiana and Florida, all among the 16 
states be has visited since taking offite. In each of tbose places. 
his margin of victory or defeat last November was fewer than 
five percentage points. 

* * * 

On nearly every trip he has taken, Obama has followed the 
timeworn path of presidential travel ~~ go where the votes 
matter most. 

* * * 

IS 1d at ii (empbasis supplied). 
19ld at i (Executive Summary). 
20 Jd at23. 
21 Ed. 
22 Scott Wilson, Obama '5 Travel Mixes Policy, Politics, WASH. POST, June 2l, 2009. 
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But the travel suggests a White House far more interested in 
electoral politics than its leader and senior staff members publicly 
acknowledge. The swing~state stops are just one element of a 
West Wing political operation that has preserved many practices 
of preceding ones. and that takes into account the dynamics of the 
2010 midterm elections and the next presidential race in deciding 
where to spend Obama's time. 

Of the 16 states Obama has visited. nine shifted from the 
Republican to Democratic column in 2008. Five of the states are 
among the six that posted the narrowest margins of victory for 
either Obama or Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.), and are likely to 
remain the most closely divided through the coming campaign 
cycles. 

Obama has raised money in California, Indiana and Nevada, and 
election law calls for the government to be reimbursed for those 
explicitly political aspects of his travel. 23 

Last June, Politico similarly reported administration officials have traveled to at 
least 66 events across the country to tout the stimulus program, but the events were 
almost exclusively tied to obviously politically motivated destinations. According to 
Politico: 

Since Congress passed President Baraek Obama's $787 billion 
economic stimulus bill in February, administration offieials have 
traveled to at least 66 events across the country to tout the 
massive spending program or hand out stimulus cash to grateful 
local officials. 

'" ... ... 

Top officials have hosted events predominantly m states that 
Obama won in 2008. 

What's more, the examination revealed that Obama officials all but 
avoided Southern states that Obama lost. 

'" '" >II 

Z) Jd. (emphasis added). 
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But the numbers tell the tale: 52 of the 66 events were in states 
that backed Obama. And taken together, the itineraries amount to 
a veritable map of Obama's election-night victories - big-money 
states like CaJifornia and New York, swing states like Ohio and 
Colorado that Obama turned blue and other solidly Democratic 
states Ohama kept in his column?4 

This is precisely the type of political travel former Chairman Waxman spent years 
jnvestigating. TIlls is what he deemed Hatch Act violations. 

I am interested in developing a better understanding of whether the types of 
political travel Chairman Waxman invested so much time and energy attempting to 
eradicate are still occuning. To assist the Committee in learning more about this 
Administration's practices with regard to political travel, I request that you provide the 
Committee with the following infonnation: 

1. Provide a list of all events with elected officials or candidates for office that 
you attended outside of Washington, D.C., in an official capacity during the 
time period February 1) 2009 to the present. For each event, please provide 
the date and location of the event, a brief description of the purpose of the 
event, the identity of the elected officials or candidates for office attending the 
event, and a statement deciaring whether taxpayer funds were used to travel to 
the event. 

2. Provide a list of all events with elected officials or candidates for office that 
you attended outside of Washington, D.C., for political purposes, whether it 
be a fundraiser, rally, or other political function, during the time period 
February 1,2009 to the present. For each event, please provide the date and 
loc£ttion of the event, a brief description of the purpose of the event, the 
identity of the elected officials or candidates for office attending the event, 
and a statement decJaring whether taxpayer funds were used in part to travel 
to the event 

3. All documents, including emails, that relate to the involvement of White 
House officials in scheduling, suggesting) coordinating, or directing public 
events with elected officials or candidates for office for any official at the 
Department during the time period February 1, 2009 to the present. 

The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is the principal oversight 
committee in the House of Representatives and has broad oversight jurisdiction as set 
forth in House Rule X. 

24 Eamon Javers, A Political Pattern to Stimulus Touf'. POLITICO, June 5. 2009 (emphasis added). 
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We look forward to your response by June 17,2010. You may contact 
Steve Castor of the Committee staff at (202) 225~5074 if you have any questions 
about this request. Thank you for your attention to this important matter. 

Sincerely, 

ri.~~ 
Ranking Member 

cc: The Honorable Edolphus Tovvns, Chainnan 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
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The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 2030] 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

DAARil.L E. ISSA. CAU'OI'NVI. 
_G t.llOOAITY MEMIlEII 

DI\H 1lURT0001ND ......... 
JOHN L MICA. FLORKl .. 
JOHN J. DUi'lCAH • .IA .. _SSEE 
toIICH""l A. 'lUANEIt OHIO 
L YMoI A. I'/ESTtAOAa.AND. 01!OllOJ,O. 
PATRICK T. Wd'IENR~. NORTH CAAOI.I>I~ 
BAlAN~ . BllBAAY. Clluf OANlA 
JIM JOAIWoI. OHIO 
JEFF FlAKE. AllIZOIYI 
JEFF fORrEN_AV. NEBAAS/(A 
JASON CHAFFETl . urAH 
AAAON SCHOCK. Il~1N01S 
8J..,O,INE LUEnIEME'IEA. MISSO\lRI 
AfoIH 'oIOSSf'H· CAO. LDUISIMIA 
BILL SHIJSTER. PENNSVl.VANII\ 

r am writing to follow up on my letter to you dated June 3, 2010. In that letter) r 
requested documents and information about the involvement of White House political 
personnel in coordinating your travel to official and poJitical events that may have 
benefited Democratic candidates for office, This investigation continues the work this 
Committee began in the last Congress under then-Chainnan Waxman, To date, I have 
not received the information I requested or any explanation about the delay. Ordinarily. 
the Department of Defense (DoD) is more cooperative. 

Recently, a DoD insider provided information and email correspondence to my 
staff confirming that your staff issued what appears to be a "stop work order" with 
respect to my request. An email exchange between senior officials granted the Office of 
the General COWlsel's request that the suspense date (i.e., due date) be "turned off due to 
this letter going to 21 Agencies, and response requiring Administration guidance." 
Essentially. Michael Bruhn and Christian Marrone, both top aides in your office, ensured 
that all work on my request would stop and the due date would be ignored. The 
correspondence also indicates that Mr. Marrone would provide an explanation offline, 
effectively obscuring his motives from scrutiny, 

The actions of senior DoD officia1s are inconsistent with the President's' 
commitment "to making his administration the most open and transparent in history.,,1 
They are also inconsistent with federal law under 5 U.S.C. § 552, At the outset of his 
presidency, President Obama reiterated that "the way to make government accountable is 
make it transparent so that the American people can know exactly what decisions are 

I Th.e White House Blog, Change Has Come To WhiteHouse.gov, 
http://www . wh irehouse.govlblog/change _has_corne_to _ wh itehouse-gov/ (Jan. 20, 2009) . 
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being made. how they're being made, and whether their interests are being well served.,,2 
He went on to state as follows: 

I will also hold myself as President to a new standard of openness. 
Going forward. anytime the American people want to know 
something that I or a former President wants to withllo!d, we will 
have to consult with the Attorney General and the White House 
Counsel, whose business it is to ensure compliance with the rule of 
law. Information will not be withheld just because I say so. It will 
be withheld because a separate authority beIieves my request is 
we1l grounded in the Constitution.3 

The President further urged federal agencies "to adopt a presumption in favor of 
disclosure.,,4 It is in the interests of transparency to disclose al1 information related to the 
White House's involvement in Cabinet officials' travel. Moreover, this Committee has 
broad jurisdiction to conduct oversight of the federal government. 

I trust that you will reconsider my original request. If it is your position not to 
provide the requested materials, I request that you articulate the basis for this position in 
wrHing. Additionally, to better understand the status of my Jetter request, J ask that you 
make Michael Bruhn and Christian Marrone available for transcribed interviews. PLease 
contact Steve Castor or Ashok Pinto of the Committee staff at (202) 225-5074 with any 
questions. 

cc: The Honorable Edolphus Towns, Chairman 

2 Remarks by The President in Welcoming Senior Staff and Cabinet Secretaries to the White House, 
http://www. whitehouse. goy/the yress _ offi celRemar ksofthePresidenttn Welcomi ngSen iorStaffandCabi netSe 
cretariestotheWhiteHousel (Jan. 21,2009). 
) Id 
~ Memorandum for the Heads of Departments and Agencies regarding Freedom ofInfonnation Act, 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the yress_office/Freedom_ oCJnfonnation _Act! (Jan 21, 2009). 
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The Honorable Hillary Clinton 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of State 
2201 C Street NW 
Washington, DC 20520 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 
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January 25, 2010 

Dear Secretary Clinton, Secretary Oates, and Attorney General Holder: 
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As you know, in the past three months, there have been two terrorist attacks on 
our homeland. On Christmas Day, a terrorist acting under AI Qaedats direction was 
arrested after attempting to bomb a fully-loaded passenger plane over the United States. 
Eight weeks before, U.S. Army Major Nidal Hasan took the lives ofthhteen American 
soldiers and civilians at Fort Hood after apparently having received the sanction of a 
radical American-born terrorist cleric living in Yemen. 

The actions of these telTOrists have rightly 8pUITed an examination of their 
backgrounds and associations. Reports indicate the men were connected with terrorist 
operations in Y cmen with support coming directly from former detainees of the United 
States military in Guantanamo Bay. According to recent press reports, dozens offonner 
detainees have reswned plotting and executing terrorist attacks on American military 
personnel and civilians. 

11111111 
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Following the ChristmaS Day terrorist attack, the Administration annoWlced it had 
~(suspendedn the release to Yemen of detainees held at Guantanamo Bay and declared 
that uin the near tenn" no more detainees will be sent to Saudi Arabia. I The timing of 
this aIDlouncement has raised important questions about the rumdling of detainees, and 
why the decision only took place after the terrorist attacks occurred when dangers were, 
apparently, known beforehand. Obtaining infonnation about this decision is necessary 
for this investigation to confinn that national security detenninations on detainees are 
being made as a result of careful evaluation by career professionals and that such 
decisions are not being driven or hindered for primarily political purposes. 

The decision to release six Yemeni detainees despite mounting intelligence of 
increased terrorist activity in Yemen and credible reports of detainee recidivism only 
days before the failed attack on Northwest Flight 253 raises obvious concerns. It clearly 
should not have required both the murder of 13 at Fort Hood nor the near-death of 
hundreds of American civilians on board Northwest Flight 253 for this Administration to 
reevaluate the policy for releasing terrorist detainees from Ouantanamo Bay. Such events 
raise disturbing questions about a possible return to a reactive pre-9111 ·mindset that must 
be addressed. 

In light of this situation, and in order to evaluate more fully the Administration's 
detention program, it is necessary for Congress to obtain specific details which are not . 
readily available. 

Accordingly, I request: 

1. All infonnation on known or suspected recidivism of terrorist or terrorist related 
activity among those released from U.S. custody at Guantanamo Bay; 

2. Details of agreements~ memorandums of understanding (MOUs), or informal 
expectations placed on nations which have received detainees, and the extent to 
which the Administration assesses these have been met or are being followed; 

3. Specifics about the Administration's plans to ensure that the Yemenis transferred 
in December remain imprisoned there; and 

I respectfully ask that this material be conveyed by 3:00 P.M. February 8, 2010. 
The Committee has the facilities, procedures, and staff necessary to receive classified 
infonnation. As you know, the Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is the 
principal oversight committee in the House of Representatives. House Rule X grants the 

1 Peter Finn. "Return of Yemeni detainees at Guantanamo Bay is suspended," Washington Prut, S January 
2101; Susan Crabtree. "No Saudi transfers planned in 'neartenn'," The Hill, 12 January 2010. 
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Committee broad responsibilities, including for undertaking wide-ranging evaluations of 
government operations and administrative functions. 

Questions on this request can be directed to Christopher Bright, Professional Staff 
Member, at (202) 225-5074. 

Sincerely, 

cc: The Honorable Robert Bauer, White House Counsel 

3 



132/94/21310 11:23 53974 OGRR PAGE 132/133 

EDOl.PHIJII'TOWIi9. NEW YORK. 
awNMM 

PAl.\. E.1WIJOIIS<l PIiNli9'Yl.V.AN~ 
~ \IN 8.MAUlNeY. _ VOIIJ( 

fIJ.Wf E.C\aiW~ NNM;uIO 
DEHN18 J.1O.ICfMCtI. OHIO 

ONE HUI'I>RED ELEVENTH CONGRESS CAN IIUATON, NIt_ 
.JOHN L MOl, fLCIIIIDA 
MAAK E. SOUlleA. IHDIAfI,Io. 
.JOHN J. IlUNCM. JA.. TiNNE$ftE 
IotICHAEI. R lURNliIl. CIllO JOI4N V. _. w.s&IoCHUSErTS 

Mol, v.c:v Q..\V. WlSSOUAl 
DWlE E. WATaON. CAUFORtoIIl 
STPI&I F. ~YNCI-t ~USETTS 
JIU t:00I'eII. TlNiESSEe 

~ongrtg~ of tbt 1Hnittb ~tat~ 
~OU.5t of !\epre1itntatibes 

COMMITIEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT REFORM 

2157 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6143 

LYNNA. ~ CIiOI'GIA 
PAlRt:1<T,_.NOfIITIoI~ 
eAlAH ~. BIlJIRA't, CAIJ~ 

IIIiI\AUl Eo OI»NJIJ.Y. VIIIGIIWI 
MiIC£ OUIGIEt'.IWNOLs 
w.Rt:Y IW"T\JR. (lHO 
EI.SANOA HOWEll NOIITON. 

DIST1'IIC1' OF COUJMBIA 
PATAICKJ. _~, RHOOE ISIJItID 
_ K.OAWI.ILIJI\IOIS 
CIoIR1B \WI ~WPI, Wlfll'/IJ\ND 
HENAV ~ 'T&lIAS 
PAULW.HODiS,_~ 
CH~_ s.~, CONIIE!;nc;\lT I'ET8tWB.Ot. _ 

IIl.l.I'OIT1iI\. UNOIS 
.IIIaG( SP8I!A. OAUFORNIA 
~ DI!miAIJS, OHIO 
.M1tCI4U.~ 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 
Department of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Oates: -

"""""" _t2W0$1 
~'""""'"'-"!~2l!~4 
M-.v ItCIIJ ns-a07~ 

www.oversIght.bouse.gQII 

February 4, 2010 

JIW J(l1'OAM. OHIO 
JaI'l' lVoKe. ARIZONA 
JIiFf. FORTEN9ERRY. NIM.UI(A 
~ CIWFE1Z- Ul'iU'I 
_ON IIt:HQCK. U1NOIS 
II\.OIJOE Wenc£ME;YEfi. MI&$OUII 
_ • JOSEPIf't:AQ. \.OIIISIANA . 

As the Ranking Member for the House Committee with primary jurisdiction over 
federal procurement policy, I have a responsibility to conduct meaningful oversight of 
federal contracts that run the risk of wasting taxpayer dollars. 

I 8m writing to seek additional information about a pending sole-source contract 
award 10 Kuwait & Gulf Link Transport Company (KGL), a Kuwait-based co~pany, 
under Solicitation Number SP33()()''10-R-0014 ("the solicitation"). 

As you may know, this Committee has long been a skeptic of sole-source 
contracts. My colleagues on the Committee were encouraged last March when the 
President, in his first pronouncement about federal procmement policy railed against the 
use of sole-source arrangements. The President stated: 

Excessive reliance by executive agencies Qn sole-source 
contracts (or contracts with a limited number of somces) 
and cost-reimbursement contracts creates a ' risk that 
taxpayer funds will be spent on contracts that are wasteful, 
inefficient, subj eet to misuse, or otherwise not well 
designed to serve the needs of the Federal Government or 
the interests of the American taxpayer. 

*"'. 
It is the policy of the Federal Government that executive 
agencies shall not engage in noncompetitive contracts 
except in those circumstances where their use can be fully 

I~IIIIII III~II 
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. justified and where appropriate safeguards have been put in 
place to protect the taxpayer.' . 

The President's memorandum. then directed all executive departments and agencies to 
exercise the strictest of scrutiny on aI.I sole-source contracting vehicles. 

In light of the President's specific guidance on sole-source contracts, I was 
disturbed to learn that the Defense Logistics Agency has made the decision to award 
KGL the contract on a sole-source basis. According to FedBizOpps.gov at least three 
additional contractors are identified as interested vendors under the solicitation. 

On or before February 18,2010, please produce all documents related to the 
pending KGL contract, including the contract file for the solicitation. With your 
document production be sure to include all email correspondence relating to KGL or the 
potential award by and to the contracting officer Me<iard R. Kowalski. 

The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is the principal oversight 
Committee in the House of Representatives and. has broad oversight jurisdiction as set 
forth in House Rule X. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. Should you have any questions 
please do not hesitate to contact Steve Castor or Ashley Callen of the Committee staff at 
202-225~5074. 

~ snell Iss 
Ranking Member 

co: The Honorable Edolphus Towns. Chairman 

I 'Ibe President. Government Contracting, Memorandum for tho Heads ofEx.ecutive Departments and 
Agencies, http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-.PfeSs_officelMemorandum-for-the-Heads-of.Exccutive
Departments-and-Ag~ies--Subject.-Govemment (last visited Jan.ll, 2010). 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

2157 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515--6143 
MAJonny i202) 225-5074 
FAC:;IMjLE (202) 225-3974 
MINOAITY (202) 225--5051 
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February 10,2011 

ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS, MARYLAND 
RANKING MINORITY MEMBER 

EDOLPHUS TOWNS, NEW YORK 
CAROLYN S MALONEY, NEW YORK 
ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON. 

DISTRICT OF COlUMBIA 
DENNIS J KUCINICH, OHIO 
JOHN F. TIERNEY, MASSACHUSETTS 
WM.LACY CLAY, MISSOURI 
STEPHEN F LYNCH, MASSACHUSETTS 
JIM COOPER, TENNESSEE 
GERALD E. CONNOLLY, VIRGINIA 
MIKE QUIGLEY. ILLINOIS 
DANNY K. DAVIS, ILLINOIS 
BRUCE l. BRALEY, IOWA 
PETER WELCH, VERMONT 
JOHN A. YARMUTH, KENTUCKY 
CHRISTOPHER S. MURPHY, CONNECTICUT 
JACKIE SPEIER, CALIFORNIA 

I write to inform you that in my capacity as Chairman of the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform, I will lead a Congressional Delegation (CODEL) on official business to 
France and Belgium from Sunday, March 20,2011, through Sunday, March 27, 2011. Several 
Members of the Committee on Oversight and Government Reform are expected to accompany 
me, along with appropriate Committee staff, and I will provide those names at a later date. 

The purpose of the travel to France is to visit La Hague Nuclear Reprocessing Center and 
WWII battlefield memorials. In Belgium, I will lead the House delegation to the annual Brussels 
Forum, and we will also meet with NATO officials to discuss commitments to European security 
and Afghanistan. 

Spouses are authorized to travel at no expense to the U.S. Government. 

I request the Department of Defense to furnish such assistance, including transportation, 
as may be required to facilitate this trip. The expenditure of ftmds for the payment of actual 
expenses of such transportation as may be required is authorized by Title 31, U .S,C. 11 08(g). 
Travel will be conducted by military and lor commercial aircraft up to business class, including 
foreign flag carriers when U.S. carriers are not available, and in accordance with House rules. 
The CODEL requests Marine liaison support for this trip. 

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Laura Rush, Deputy Chief 
Clerk, at (202) 2f.6-4603. Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

incerely, 

\ 



DARRELL E. fSSA, CALfFORN IA 
CHAIRMAN 

DAN BU RTON, fNDfANA 
J OHN L. MfCA. FLORfDA 
TODD RUSSELL PLATTS, PENNSYLVANIA 
MICHAEL R. TURNER, OHIO 
PATRICK McHENRY, NORTH CAROLINA 
JIM JORDAN, OHIO 
JASON CHAFFETZ, UT AH 
CON NIE MACK, FLORfDA 
TIM W ALBERG. MICHIGAN 
JAMES LANKFORD, OKLAHOMA 
JUSTIN AMASH. M ICHIGAN 
ANN MARIE BUERKLE. NEW YORK 
PAUL A. GOSAR, 0 .0 5., ARIZONA 
RAUL R. LABRADOR, IDAHO 
PATRICK MEEHAN. PENNSYLVANIA 
SCOTT DESJARLAIS, M.D., TENNESSEE 
JOE WALSH, ILLINOIS 
TREY GOWlIY. SOUTH CAflOUNIi. 
DENNIS A. ROSS, FLORIDA 
FRAN K C. GUINTA, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
BLAKE FARENTHOLD. TEXAS 
MI KE KELLY, PONNSYLVANIA 

LAWRENCE J. BRADY 
STAFF DIRECTOR 

ONE HUNDRED TVVELFTH CONGRESS 

<!Congrt~1) of tbt Wnittb ~tatt~ 
J!.Jou~e of l\tprestntatibt5 

COMMITIEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT REFORM 

2157 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON , DC 20515-6143 
MI-Jo"'TY (202) 225-5014 
FACSlMI.E {202) 225-3974 
M"",,"~ (202) 225--5051 

Ilttp:llovers.lght.hoose.gO'al 

February 16, 2011 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS. MARYLAND 
RANKING MINORITY MEMBER 

EDOLPHUS TOWNS. NEW YORK 
CAROLYN B. MALONEY, NEW YORK 
HEANOR HOLMES NORTON, 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
DENNIS J . KUCINICH, OHIO 
JOHN F. TIERN EV, MASSACHU SETTS 
WM. LACY CLAY, MISSOURI 
STEPHEN F. LYNCH, MASSACHUSETTS 
JIM COOPER, TENNESSE E 
GEAALD E. CONNOLLY, VfRGINIA 
M IKE QUIGLEY, ILLINOIS 
DANNY K. DAVIS, ILLINOIS 
BRUCE l. BRALEY, IOWA 
PETER WELCH, VERMONT 
JOHN A. VARMUTH, KENTUCKY 
CHRISTOPHER S. MURPHV, CONNECTICUT 
JACKIE SPEIER, CALIFORNIA 

I write to authorize Representative Jason Chaffetz (R-UT), Chairman, Subcommittee on National 
Security, Homeland Defense and Foreign Operations, to lead a Congressional Delegation (CODEL) on 
official business to Haiti and Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, from March 28-29,2011. Representative John F. 
Tierney, Ranking Minority Member, Subcommittee on National Security, Homeland Defense and Foreign 
Operations, along with other members of the Subcommittee, will accompany the delegation. 

The purpose of the travel to Haiti is to assess the progress and accountability ofUSAJD's 
$3.5billion relief and reconstruction efforts since the 2010 earthquake. The purpose of the travel to 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, is to tour the detention facilities and evaluate the need for them to remain open 
despite the President's 2009 Executive Orders mandating closure. 

I request the Department of Defense to furnish such assistance, including transportation, as may 
be required to facilitate this trip. The expenditure of funds for the payment of actual expenses of such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by Title 31, U.S.c. 1108(g). Travel will ~ conducted by 
military and lor commercial aircraft up to busintjss class, iricluding foreign flag carn.ers when U. S. 
carriers are not available, and in accordance with House rules. The CODEL requests Navy liaison 
support for this trip. 

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Laura Rush, Deputy Chief Clerk, 
at (202) 226-4603. Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Darrell E. Issa 
Chairman 

IIIIII 
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CHAIRMAN 
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DARRELL E. ISSA, CALIFORNIA 

RANKING MINORITY MEMBER 

COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT REFORM 
2157 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington~ DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6143 

MaJDrlty (;zoZ) :ZZ6-5051 
Minority (20Z) 2Z5-5074 

March 16,2010 

As you know, the Department of Defense handles the bulk of the earmarks 
intended for for-profit entities included in the annual appropriations bil1(s). Much 
emphasis has been placed on the efforts of the House appropriators to ensure that 
earmarks intended for for-profit entities are competitively bid. We are interested in 
understanding the efficacy of the new language requiring "full and open competition" for 
Congressional earmarksl and the overall acquisition process at the Department. 
Therefore, we are writing to request all infonnation associated with the full and open 
acquisition process utilized for the attached list of fiscal year 2010 defense earmarks. 

The Department previously stated that earmarks are awarded in a manner 
consistent with the Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR), which implements the 
Competition in Contracting Act? Regardless, past practices and a review of contracting 
information for a subset of earmarks by Congressman Flake's staff indicate that in large 
part earmarked funds are in fact awarded to the intended for-profit entity listed in the 
earmark certification letters provided to the House Committee on Appropriations by the 
sponsor. We understand, as the Director of Defense Procurement and Acquisition Policy. 
Mr. Shay Assad, noted in response to Congressman Flake, ''that there are other legitimate 

I See P.L. 111-118, Section 8121. 
1 Shay Assad response CHARRTS No.: HOGR-03-006. 



means of competition.',3 Indeed, the FAR contains provisions allowing for other than full 
and open competition. 

We appreciate that a one size fits all approach will not work for Defense 
Department procurement. Mr. Assad acknowledged as much in responding to 
Congressman Flake when he stated that "imposing a requirement for [earmarks] to be 
awarded using full and open competition is not appropriate.,,4 Congress, however, 
deemed full and open competition for earmarks to be the preferred manner for award. To 
help us understand how this legislative requirement is being implemented, we request 
that your office provide the Committee with all information showing that a full and open 
acquisition process was used in awarding the attached list of fiscal year 2010 defense 
earmarks, as it becomes available. If you have questions regarding this request, please 
contact Chandler Morse in Congressman Flake's office, 202-225-2635. Thank you in 
advance for your cooperation with this request. 

Encl. 

Darrell Issa 
Ranking Member 

Sincerely, 

Brian Bilbray 
Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on G 

3 Shay Assad response CHARRTS No.: HOGR-03-007 . 
. 4 Ibid. 

e 
........ u.JCLlg Member 
Subcommittee on National Security 
and Foreign Affairs 
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Select FY201 0 Defense Earmarks* 
For which All Information Related to the Acquisition Process is Requested 

M Counter Air Defense Future Capabilities 1$2,000,000 RDTE,N Mollohan Alliant Tech 

$1,200,000 ROTE, OW Moran (yA) 
Planning Systems Inc--
QinetiQ 

$1,760,000 RDTE,AF Murtha KOH Technologies 

$4,000,000 RDTE,A 

$3,000,000 ROTE, OW 

$6,400,000 ROTE,N 

Lightweight Metal Alloy Foam for Armor 1$3,200,000 ROTE,A Kaptur 
Imaging Systems 
Technology, Inc. 

Common Air Mine Countermeasures Tow Cable 12,400,000 RDTE,N Boyd ITT Corp. 

$1,680,000 ROTE,A Rothman Hycrete, Inc. 

ROTE,A Bishop Amethyst Technologies 

,000 IRDTE,A I Hinchey C9 Corporation 

Kilpatrick, 

HBCU Applied Research Incubator 1$800,000 IROTE, N Iconnolly, 
Cummings, 

lin Depth Engineering 

Th 
Large Area, APVT Materials Development for 

11,600,000 IROTE, AF IFrelinghuysen III-VI Corporation 
h Power Devices 

Radio Personality Modules for SINCGARS Test 
1$3,000,000 IOP,A ITiahrt I Aeroflex 

Sites 
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Select FY201 0 Defense Earmarks* 
For which All Information Related to the Acquisition Process is Requested 

.. Scientific Research 
Co 

$2,400,000 IRDTE,A IGranger IWilliams Pyro 

Submarine System Biometrics Access Control $2,000,000 RDTE,N Rogers, Hal Iprogency Systems 
Corporation 

Advanced Composite Ammunition 
$1,600,000 RDTE,A Obey azine/Mount System "'(] 

Inter Turbine Burner for Turbo Shaft Engines $2,400,000 RDTE,A lewis, J Advanced Projects 
Reseach Inc. 

~ 

Advanced Composite Manufacturing for 
$1,600,000 RDTE,N Pingree 

Hodgdon Defense 
Boat Desian COl OmD[] D 

Advanced Development of Antiviral Prophylactics 
$3,000,000 RDTE, OW Pelosi 

Prosetta Bioconformatics, 
and Therapeutics Inc. 
High-Volume Manufacturing Development for thin 

$800,000 RDTE,A Honda; Carter Applied Materials 
film Lithium Stack Battery Technologies 
Micromachined Switches in Support of 

$2,400,000 RDTE,A 
Miller, George 

Transformational Communications Architecture 
logistics Fuel Reformer for Fuel Cells 1$2,400,000 RDTE, N I Delauro 

$800,000 ROTE, N Connolly 
I 

nt Micronutrient Therapeutic 
$800,000 RDTE,A McCarthy (NY) 

Countermeasures 
Potent Human Monoclonal Antibodies Against 
BoNT A, Band ESuited for Mass Production and 1$1,000,000 IRDTE, DW IGerlach 
Treatment of La!lJe Po~ulations 

1$2,295,000 Marine Species Mitigation IROTE, N IBrown (FL) 

Page 2 of4 March 16, 2010 



Select FY2010 Defense Earmarks* 
For which All Information Related to the Acquisition Process is Requested 

$2,400,000 

ai-Derived Jet Fuel for Air Force Applications 1$2,700,000 RDTE,AF LaTourette Phycal, LLC 

Medium Caliber Metal Parts Uoarade 1$3,000,000 RDTE,A Kanjorski Medico Industries, Inc. 

Hybrid Electric Heavy Truck Vehicle $1,600,000 RDTE,A Bartlett 
Volvo Powertrain of North 
America 

Joint Services Aircrew Mask Don/Doff Inflight 
$2,400,000 RDTE, DW Castle ILC Dover LP 

rade 
Fire Shield $3,200,000 RDTE, A I Dreier IChana Industrv. Inc. 
Advanced Packaging Materials for Combat 

$800,000 RDTE,A 1 Gingrey IPrintpack, Inc. 
Rations 
Tactical Coaeneration System $2,400,000 ROTE,A Hastings (WA) Infinia 

Enhanced Small Arms Protective Insert 1 $1 ,600,000 RDTE,N King (NY) 
American Defense 
S stems, Inc. 

High Power Density Motor Drive $2,880,000 RDTE,N Curtiss Wright 

Enhancement of Geo-Iocation Systems $3,200,000 ROTE, DW Posey Soneticom, Inc. 

Domesti.c Production of Nanodiamond for Military $1 600 000 
~ons ' , RDTE,A Thompson (PA)INanoBlox, Inc. 

Command Renewable Energy Security 
$2,400,000 ROTE, A Abercrombie I Pacific Biodiesel 

Medical Biosurveillance and Efficiency Program $1,600,000 ROTE, A 

Soldier Situational Awareness Wristband $1,120,000 IROTE, A 
EP-3E Requirements Capability Migration 

$5,000,000 RDTE,.N 
ration lab 

Neural Control of External Devices $2,000,000 RDTE,A 
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Select FY2010 Defense Earmarks'" 
For which All Information Related to the Acquisition Process is Requested 

Infection Prevention Program for Battlefield 
Wounds 
Tire to Track Transformer System for Light 
Vehicles 
Mold-in-Place Coating Oevelopment for the US 
Submarine Fleet 

$1,600,000 

$1,600,000 

$2,000,000 

ROTE, OW 

ROTE, A IMcGovern 

ROTE, A I Peterson Mattracks Sales, Inc. 

ROTE, N ITaylor Seeman Composites, Inc. 

* as included in the Explanatory Statement for H.R. 3326 Disclosure of Congressional Earmarks and Congressionally Directed Spending Items 
(appearing in the Congressional Record on Dec. 16,2009; H15370-H15414) 

** as include in the 2010 Earmark Certification Letters made avaitable on the House Committee on Appropriations website 
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ONE HUNDRED TWafTH CONGRESS 
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COMMrneE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT REFORM 

2157 RAV!ilUAN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

'The Hononble Robert Gates 
Socrotary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear ~ Gates; 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6143 
IoWoI"" 1IOtI .... 
~..,-~ 
~ _&ali' 
'*P'Jl'M1III~'" 

March 22, 2011 

NO.4146 P. 2 

El.1.INI f. C\lMM~_1IYIJun1 
MIIII:IHG MlIlClIIfTY MII~IIC" 

IDOL'HlJB 1_" NEW ~.IC. 
CNIOI.'I'W e. N/IlotlEV, HEW YlIIIt 
~~1WoI0IJ IIIlWU HOM'O!I, 

I)IS'TI'ICT 0' COI.II~ 
DCII"" .l.IUJCINIOW. OHIC. 
.!OliN F.llIil\IoIEV. MA5BACftISnm 
_ LACl' CLA .... MlfIKlUFil 
~HI;.K'_I.'f_.W.6.!ili~lTl 
JIM COOPER, ~NEI'I5Q; 
~C~III.G a. CO~"OLl"'.l/IlIarNtA 
~I~f QUICl,DV.IWNOIS 
DAN"'V~ DAIII&.II.UHOIl 
IRUeE .. BRAI&'t.IClI'IA 
P(TER w(LCH. van.wln' 
Jo.tN A. Y"'~IoIUTH, ~KY 
ClWlTO'~ER B. MUR~".IlQ.IINICTIQUT 
J",aaE li'EIE", CALlFDRNIA 

1 write In further reference to my letters ofPebrumy 16.2011, and March 21, 201 l~ authorizing 
Rep. J!ISOn Chaftetz (RrUT)~ Chainrum, Subcommittee on National Security. Homeland Defense and 
Foreign Operationa, to lead B Congressional Delegation (CODEt) on official bllsiness to Haiti and 
Guantarulmo Bay. Cuba, :from MMcll28-19, 201 L. 

Rep. John F. Tierney (D-MA) will no longer 1I.CCOIXlp8rl)' the delegati()n; however, Rep. Ann 
'Marie BI.I~dde (R~NY) will now join 1he delegation. 

Here is 'the J.ateat delegation list: Reps. Chaffetz, Pla.tts, Lynch, Quigley and Buerlde. Staffers 
Thomas Alexander and Christopher Knauer wil1 also travel with the de1eption. 

r request lhe D~tm.t ofD~ to furnish such assistance, including transportation, as ma.y 
be required to facilitate this tlip. Th~ eotpcoditure offunds tor the payment of ~al exponscs of such 
transportatio£l8.!! may be required is authorized by Title 31, U.S.C. 1108(g). Tl'lVcl will be conducted by 
rnilitaIy and lor commercial aircraft up to. bU91nSSS classl in.cluding foreign flag carriers wben U,S. 
carriers are not available, and in IKlCOl'damo with House lUlos. The CODa requests Navy liaison 
support for this trip. 

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact LaUl'! .Rush, Deputy Chief Clerk. 
at (202) 226.4603. ThBD.k you for your asslstanc~ in thia matter. 

. OsD 03451-11 

\NMIII~\~I\IIIIIIIIIIII 
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March 24,2011 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1400 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

ELIJAH E, CUMMINGS, MARYLAND 
RANKlroJG MINOHITY MEMBER 

mOLPHUS TOWNS, NEW YORK 
CAROLYN B MALONEY, NEW YORK 
ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON, 

DISTRICT OF COLUM BIA 
DENNIS J, KUCINICH, OHIO 
JOHN F, TIERNEY, MASSACHUSETTS 
WM, LACY CLAY, MISSOURI 
STEPHEN F LYNCH, MASSACHUSETTS 
JIM COOPER, TENNESSEE 
GERALD E CONNOLLY, VIRGINIA 
MIKE OUIGLEY, IlliNOIS 
DANNY K, DAVIS, ILLINOIS 
BRUCE L BRALEY, IOWA 
PETER WELCH, VERMONT 
JOHN A, YARMUTH, KENTUCKY 
CHRISTOPHER S, MURPHY, CONNECTICUT 
JACKIE SPEIER. CALIFORNIA 

The Committee on Oversight and Government Refonn is conducting an 
investigation into the appearance of impropriety related to the Defense Advanced 
Research 'Projects Agency (DARPA) contract award HROOH-1O-C-0068. According to 
press reports, the Director ofD Aru> A, Regina Dugan~ I haS a financial intetesti'n . 
RedXDefense, the company receiving the contract.] As part of this investigation, I am 
~ting to request documents and information relating to this award. 

. ' ... , 2 
:. RedXDefensewas founded in ,2005 by Dugan and herfather~ . As·lunderstand i4 

the company also currently employs Dugan's uncle and sister? Dugan was sworn in as 
DARP A Director on July 20, 2009, and six months later, RedXDefense was awarded a· 
$400,000 research contract.4 In August 2010, the contract was extended.s The 
Committee is aware of Dugan's recusal pursuant to Department of Defense ethics 
regulations, and the investigation by the DARPA General Counsel finding no impropriety 
in the award to RedXDefense. However, writer, David Wallechinsky, and Project on 
Government Oversight Spokesman, Joe Newman, raised valid concerns about Dugan's
subordinates at the programmatic level being hesitant to not make an award to a company 
she helped found. 6 

' 

1 Sarah Chacko, DARPA Director Has Ties to Company Receiving Agency Contract, FED. TIMEs, Milt. 7, 
20ll.: ,'. ',:,: "":.,' , i·"" ,; I, .;" ',' ','., :,;"",. , .... ' ',<.",.1': '. 

2 David Wallechinsky; Dejf!'J1Se Agency AWaI'd,edContract to Dirtacror.'sFathet:'B Compa1,l)i,ALLGOV,COM, 
Mar, 2,2011. . 
3 fd., . '. 
4 fd. ' 

, , .: .' ',ill' : 

5 iii ~ . . .' ~ , . ~ ~:. \ I '~ ~ ~j, ~.' • j • .' r' 

6 fd; Nick Fattell, DARPA Boss GaVe RiM~arch M~neY to'vadii:'ECHEYE.NET, Mar, 7;'201 1; J6bn T. 
Bennett, Government Agimcy Under Fire/or GontracHb -Director's:Ex-Firm,. TI:IE HILI:. NEWS, Mar, 6; 
2011. , ' ".' ' j, I' , , 

0- : , I 
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There are also reports that Dugan continues to own stock in RedXDefense valued 
at more than $15,000.7 Transparency organizations point out that "her continued 
ownership of$15,000 or more in RedXDefense stock creates the potential for the 
appearance ofa conflict ofinterest.,,8 These organizations use former Deputy Secretary 
of Defense Gordon England~s General Dynamics stock sale to illustrate the precedent for 
Dugan divesting herself of stock in RedXDefense upon her return to public service.9 

This Committee takes potential conflicts of interest and even the appearance of 
impropriety in government contracting very seriously. 

The Committee requests that DARPA produce the following documents, in 
electronic fonnat, for the time period July 1. 2009 to the present: 

I. All documents and communicatiohS relating to RedXDefense's current or 
prospective contracts with DARPA. 

2. All documents and communications between Director Dugan and any 
DARPA employee or other Department of Defense employee concerning 
RedXDefense. 

3. All documents and communications between the contracting officer(s) on 
award HROOII-IO-C-0068 or solicitation DARPA-BAA-09-31, Dugan, or 
any other DARPA eniployee relating to RedXDefense. 

4. All documents and communications between Robert Leheny and any other 
government official or employee regarding RedXDefense. 

5. All documents and communications in the contract file for award 
HROOll-1O-C-0068 or solicitation DARPA-BAA-09-31. 

6. All documents and communications supporting the DARPA General 
Counsel's finding of no wrongdoing on the RedXDefense contract and any 
documentation memorializing the General Counsel's conclusion(s). 

The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is the principal oversight 
committee of the House of Representatives and may at "any time" investigate "any 
matter" as set forth in House Rille X. An attachment to this letter provides additional 
information about responding to the Committee's request. 

7 Noah Shachtman & Spencer Ackerman, DARPA Chief Owns Stock in DARPA Contractor, WIRED 
MAGAZINE, Mar. 7, 2011. 
8 Id. 
9 Id. 
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We request that you provide the requested docwnents and information as soon as 
possible, but no later than 5:00 p.m. on Apri16, 2011. When producing documents to the 
Committee, please deliver production sets to the Majority Staff in Room 2157 of the 
Rayburn House Office Building and the Minority Staff in Room 2471 of the Rayburn. 
House Office Building. The Committee prefers, if possible, to receive all documents in 
electronic format. 

If you have any questions about this request, please contact Ashley Callen or 
Steve Castor of the Committee Staff at 202-225-5074. Thank you for your attention to 
this matter. 

Enclosure 

cc: The Honorable Elijah E. Cummings, Ranking Minority Member 

-- '- ~-- ." 
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Responding to Committee Document Requests 

1. In complying with this request, you should produce all responsive documents that are 
in your possession, custody, or control; whether held by you or your past or present 
agents, employees, and representatives acting on your behalf. You should also 
produce documents that you have a legal right to obtain, that you have a right to copy 
or to which you have access, as well as documents that you have placed in the 
temporary possession, custody, or control of any third party:.·. Requested retards. 
documents, data or infonnation should not be destroyed, modified, removed, 
transferred or othernrisetnade inaccessible to the Committee. 

2. In the event that any entity, organization or individual denoted in this request has 
been, or is also known by any other name than that herein denoted, the request shall 
be read also to include that alternative identification. 

3. The Committee's preference is to receive documents in electronic fonn (i.e., CD, 
memory stick, or thumb drive) in lieu of paper productions. 

4. Documents produced in electronic format should also be organized, identified, and 
indexed electronically. . . 

5. Electronic document productions should be prepared according to the following 
standards: 

(a) The production should consist of single page Tagged Image File C'TIF"), files 
accernpanied by a Concordance-Connat load file, an Opticon reference file, and a 
file defining the fields and character lengths of the load file. 

(b) Document numbers in the load file should match document Bates numbers and 
TIF file names. 

(c) If the production is completed through a series ofrnultiple partial productions. 
field names and file order in all load files should match. 

I 



6. Documents produced to the Committee should include an index describing the 
contents of the production. To the extent more than one CD, hard drive. memory 
stick. thumb drive, box or folder is produced~ each CD, hard drive, memory stick, 
thumb drive1 box or folder should contain an index describing its contents. 

7. Docwrients produced in response to this request shall be produced together with 
copies of file labels, dividers or identifying markers with which they were associated 
when they were requested. 

8. When you produce documents) you should identify the paragraph in the Committee's 
. request to which the documents respond. 

9. It shall not be a basis for refusal to produce documents that any other person or entity 
also possesses non-identical or identicru copies of the same documents. 

10. Ifany of the requested information is only reasonably available in machine-readable 
form (such as on a computer server, hard drive, or computer backup tape)~ you should 
consult with the Committee staff to determine the appropriate [annat in which to 
produce the information. -

11. If compliance with the request cannot be made in full,· compliance shall be made to 
the extent possible and shan include an explanation of why full compliance is not 
possible. . 

12. In the· event that a document is withheld on the basis of privilege, provide a privilege 
log containing the following infonnation concerning any such document: (a) the 
privilege asserted; (b) the type of docUment; (c) the general subject ma~r; (d) the 
date, author and addressee; and (e) the relationship of the author and addressee to 
each other. 

13. If any document responsive to this request was, but no longer is, in your possession. 
custody, or control, identify the document (stating its date, author, subject and 
recipients) and explain the circumstances under which the document ceased to be in 
your possession, custody. or control. 

14. If a date or other descriptive detail set forth in this request referring to a doc~ent is 
inaccurate, but the actual date or other descriptive detail i~ known to you or is 
otherwise apparent from the context of the request, you should produce all documents 
which would be responsive as if the date or other descriptive detail were correct. 

15. The time period covered by this request is included in the attached request. To the 
extent a time period is not specified, produce relevant documents from January 1, 
2009 to the present. 

16. This request is continuing in nature and applies to any newly-discovered information. 
Any record, document, compiJationof data or infonnation. not produced because it 
has not been located or discovered by the return date, shaH be produced immediately 
upon subsequent location or discovery. 
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17. All documents shall be Bates-stamped sequentially and produced sequentially. 

18. Two sets of documents shaH be delivered, one set to the MajoritY Staff and one set to 
the Minority Staff. When documents are produced to the Committee, production sets 
shall be delivered to the Majority Staff in Room 21570f the Rayburn House Office 
Building and the Minority Staff in Room 24710fthe Rayburn House Office Building. 

19. Upon completion of the document production, you should submit a written 
certification. signed by you or your counsel, stating that: (1) a diligent search has 
been completed of all documents in your possession, custody, or control which 
reasonably c.ould contain responsive documents; and (2) all documents located during 
the search that are responsive have been produced to the Committee. 

Definitions 

1. The tenn "document" means any \-\rTitten, recorded, or graphic matter of any nature 
whatsoever, regardless of how recorded, and whether original or copy,including~ but 
not limited to, the folloV\o;ng: memoranda, reports, expense reports, books, manuals, 
instructions, financial reports, working papers, records, note$~ letters, notices, 
confirmations, telegrams, receipts, appraisals, pamphlets. magazines, newspapers, 
prospectuses, inter-office and intra·office communications, electronic mail (e-mail), 
contracts, cables, notations of any type of conversation, telephone call, meeting or 
other communication, bulletins, printed matter, computer printouts, teletyp~ 
invoices, trans<;ripts, diaries, analyses, returns, summaries, minutes, bills, ac<:ounts~· 
estimates, projections, comparisons, messages, correspondence, press re\eases, 
circulars, fmancial statements, reviews, opinions, offers, studies arid investigations, 
questionnaires and surveys, and work sheets (and all drafts, preliminary versions, . 
alterations, modifications, revisions, changes, and amendments of any of the 
foregoing, as well as any attachments or appendices thereto), and grnphic or oral 
records or representations of any kind (including without limitation, photographs, 
charts, graphs, microfiche, microfilm, videotape, recordings and motion pictures), and 
electronic, mechanical, and electric records or representations of any kind (including, 
without limitation, tapes3 cassettes, disks, and recordings) and other written, printed) . 
typed, or other graphic or recorded matter of any kind or nature, however produced or -
reproduced. arid whether preserved in writing, film, tape, dlsk, videotape or 
otherwise. A document bearing any notation not a part of the original text is to. be 
considered a separate document. A draft or non-identical copy is a separate document 
within the meaning of this term. 

2. The term "communication" means each manner or means of disclosure or exchange 
of information, regardless of means utilized, whether oral, electronic, by document or 
otherwise, and whether in a meeting, by telephone, facsimile, email. regular mail, 
telexes, releases, or otherwise. 

3. The terms "and" and "or" shall be construed broadly and either conjunctively or 
disjunctively to bring withu1 the scope of this request any information which might 
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otherwise be construed to be outside its scope. The singular includes plural number, 
and vice versa. The masculine includes the feminine and neuter genders. 

4. The terms "personll or "persons" mean natural persons, firms, partnerships, 
associations, corporations, subsidiaries, divisions, departments, joint ventures, 
proprietorships, syndicates, or other legal, business or government ~tities. and all 
subsidiaries. affiliates, divisions, departments, branches, or other units thereof. 

5. The term lIidentify," when used in a question about individuals, means to provide the 
following infonnation: (a) the individual's complete name and title; and (b) the 
individuafis business address and phone number. 

6. The tenn "referring or relating," with respect to any given subject. means anything 
that constitutes, contains. embodies, reflects, identifies; states, refers to, deals with or 
is pertinent to th~t subject in any manner whatsoever. 

·c---". ,_ 

.-. -.- ~ -- --- -.. -.......... 
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1 _~ ' •• , •• 1. 

:., ':': ~ ~ ":QB:N~;first full day in· office~, Pre:)iderit'Qb~a pr.9pl~l)1e(thJs Aqmiriistratii:m.' s '. 
f9mwitment tqoperuress : andtransp~ency by Signmg,a memoranduIll that urged the 
federalagencies -to· adept a presumption in favor of disclosure in response to Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) requests. The Freedom of Information Act grants the public 
access to federal agency records unless the requested infonnation is protected by any of 
nine exemptions or three exclusions. Two recent audits demonstrate that the agencies 
have failed to implement the President's first-day FOIA guidance to such an extent that 
we are concerned the records and information of the federal government are no more, and 
possibly less, available to the public than they were during previous administrations. 

President Obama promised taxpayers "a new era of openness in our country" and 
a presidency built on "transparency ~d the rule oflaw:') Tq. that el).d, on January 21, 
2009, President Obariia issued new guidance on FOIA, via a memorandum to the heads 
of executive departments and agencies. The President stated that "all agencies should 
adopt a presumption in favor of disclos'ure, in order to renew their commitment to the 
principles embodied in FOrA, and to usher in a new era of open Government.,,2 
Additionally, agencies were instructed that "[n]ondisc1osureshould never be based on an 

. ~ . : ..... •• : I ., ' , .... • _ . ' - , : " • • _ • ~ \ I ... 

, ' .' .,.. : ' , " " 
• .~ , ', J .~... .. , .' . . 

';, ' : ',' ~ . .. : ',:.: .: . . 'J,_ ~ ' . ' ,_ • ~ .• ' ~' Y ' ~ ' " • _~: :.:. ~ .. ,·· · ~f:-!'~ ... -~ ~ 'j . -. ,.~. _. ~: : .... :. ; ," :. , ' ~ " "'_ . " 

1 '~'?Qm. . .vawingtta~paJ:".ency; ()bqmaf)Ks e.thiCs,gt4;dr:lirie$;: ,"·'~': - ' --'<" 'l"' - _ : _ .. 

ht1p:1 Iwww.cnn.com/2009I.POLITICS/O 1121 lobarna.business/.index,html (last visi~ March n,· 29 I 0).; -2 ". . . . . . -. . , . . -, ' . . ' . ' .. ". . . .' . " . . . .' , . . 
Memorandum for Heads of Executive Departments arid Agencies, President, Fieedom'oflnfonnation Act, 

January 21, 200!), available at http://www.whitehouse.govlthe...,press officelFreedomoflnfonnationActi 
. • .. ~ .' .! .' : : : ; ---
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effort to protect the personal interests of Government officials at the expense of those 
they are supposed to serve."· 

As directed by President Obama, on March 19,2009, Attorney General Holder 
issued a memorandum to the heads of executive departments and agencies to 
"underscore" the President's ForA commitment and "ensure" that it was realized in 
practice? The memorandum stressed two points: 1) an agency should not withhold 
information simply because it may do so legally; and 2) whenever an agency determines 
that it cannot make full disclosure of a requested record, it must consider whether it can 
make partial disclosure.3 Additionally, presumably to discourage FOIA denials, the 
Attorney General limited the Department of Justice's defense of FOIA denials to those 
that 1) the department reasonably foresees that disclosure would harm an interest 
protected by one of the statutory exemptions, or 2) disclosure is prohibited by law.4 

Despite these memoranda stressing the importance of openness and transparency, 
an audit by the National Security Archive, an open-government project at George 
Washington University, found that only four agencies have increased the release of 
information and decreased denials under FOIA, the majority of agencies have not 
responded to either the Obama or Holder memos with concrete changes in their FOIA 
practices, and ancient requests still persist in the FOIA system.s Additionally, despite 
receiving 48,686 fewer FOIA requests in the past fiscal year than in 2008, the number of 
rejections rose by 154,189.6 In direct opposition to Obama's memorandum, the use of 
FOIA exception 5, which more than any other exemption protects the personal interests 
of Government officials, has risen, from 47,395 in fiscal year 2008 to 70,779 in the past 
fiscal year. 7 

During a March 18,2010 Subcommittee on Information Policy, Census, and 
National Archives hearing on current trends in the administration of FOIA, several 
witnesses expressed frustration with the current climate surrounding FOIA. One witness, 
a director of a FOIA litigation group, testified that he has observed no improvement since 
President Obama signed the January 21, 2010 FOIA memorandum: "We [are] unable to 
discern any real difference between the manner in which the disputed information was 
handled first under the Bush policy. and later under the Obama policy."s 

lId 

2 Memorandum for Heads of Executive Departments and Agencies, Attorney General, Freedom of 
Information Act, March 19,2009. 
31d 
41d 
5 Sunshine and Shadows: The Clear Obama Message for Freedom ofInformation Meets Mixed Results, 
The National Security Archive, George Washington University, March 15,2010, available at 
http://www.gwu.eduJ~nsarchiv/NSAEBBINSAEBB30812010FOIAAudit.pdf 
6 Gastongazette.com, Promises of openness are yet unfulfilled, 
http://www.gastoJ1gazette.com/articles/openness-45091~promiseNpan.html(last visited March 22, 2010). 
7 Sharon Theimer, Promises, Promises: Is Gov't More Open with Obama? Assoc. PRESS, Mar. 16,2010. 
S Written Testimony of Electronic Frontier Foundation Senior Counsel David Sobel, prepared fOf the H. 
Oversight and Gov't Reform Subcommittee on Information Policy, Census, and National Archives hearing 
on "Administration ofthe Freedom ofInformation Act: Current Trends, "Mar. ] 8, 2010. 
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Another witness, representing perhaps the most active FOIA requestor and 
litigator operating today, stated plainly "The Obama administration is less transparent 
than the Bush administration.,,9 

So that we may better understand the failure of the federal agencies to implement 
the directives of the White House and Justice Department, and to facilitate openness and 
transparency in the future, we request the following documents: 

1. Your agency's complete FOIA log, including the identity of each party that 
requested records and/or information, the date the request was received, the 
date the request was fulfilled, whether the request was rejected, and if so, what 
exemption or exclusion was cited. 

2. A complete explanation for each full or partial FOIA rejection since January 
21,2009. 

3. All records and communications referring or relating to a full or partial FOIA 
rejection since January 21, 2009. 

4. All records and communications referring or relating to the implementation of 
President Obama's January 21, 2009, memorandum on the Freedom of 
Information Act and/or Attorney General Eric Holder's memorandwn of 
March 19, 2009, on the Freedom of Information Act. 

We respectfully request that you provide the requested information no later than 
Monday, April 26, 2010. Please note that, for purposes of responding to this request, the 
terms "records," "communications," and "referring or relating" should be interpreted 
consistently with the attached Definitions of Terms. 

The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is the main investigative 
committee in the U.S. House of Representatives. Pursuant to House Rule X, it has 
authority to investigate the subjects within the Committee's legislative jurisdiction as 
well as "any matter" within the jurisdiction ofthe other standing House Committees. 
This broad jurisdiction includes the oversight of Executive Branch operations and 
administrative functions. 

9 Written Testimony of Judicial Watch President Tom Fitton, prepared for the H. Oversight and GOy't 
Reform Subcommittee on Infonnation Policy, Census, and National Archives hearing on "Administration 
of the Freedom ofInfonnation Act: Current Trends, "Mar. 18,2010. 
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If you have any questions or comments please contact Marvin Kaplan or Jonathan 
Skladany of the Committee staff at (202) 225-5074. 

Patrick McHen 
Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Information Policy, 
Census, and National Archives 

Attachment 

Sincerely, 

Darrell Issa 
Ranking Member 
Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform 
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Definitions of Terms 

1. The tenn "record Ii means any written, recorded, or graphic matter of any nature 
whatsoever, regardless of how recorded, and whether original or copy, including, 
but not limited to, the following: memoranda, reports, expense reports, books, 
manuals, instructions, financial reports, working papers, records notes, letters, 
notices, confinnations, telegrams, receipts, appraisals, pamphlets, magazines, 
newspapers, prospectuses, interoffice and intra office communications, electronic 
mail (e-mail), contracts, cables, notations of any type of conversation, telephone 
call, meeting or other communication, bulletins, printed matter, computer 
printouts, teletypes, invoices, transcripts, diaries, analyses, retums, summaries, 
minutes, bil1s, accounts, estimates, projections, comparisons, messages, 
correspondence, press releases, circulars, financial statements, reviews, opinions, 
offers, studies and investigations, questionnaires and surveys, and work sheets 
(and all drafts, preliminary versions, alterations, modifications, revisions, 
changes, and amendments of any of the foregoing, as well as any attachments or 
appendices thereto), and graphic or ora] records or representations of any kind 
(including without limitation, photographs, charts, graphs, microfiche, microfilm, 
videotape, recordings and motion pictures), and electronic, mechanical, and 
electric records or representations of any kind (including, without limitation, 
tapes, cassettes, disks, and recordings) and other written, printed, typed, or other 
graphic or recorded matter of any kind or nature, however produced or 
reproduced, and whether preserved in writing, film, tape, disk, videotape or 
otherwise. A record bearing any notation not a part of the original text is to be 
considered a separate record. A draft or non-identical copy is a separate record 
within the meaning of this tenn. 

2. The tenn "communication" means each manner or means of disclosure or 
exchange of infonnation, regardless of means utilized, whether oral, electronic, by 
document or otherwise. and whether face-to-face, in a meeting, by telephone, 
mail, telexes, discussions. releases, personal delivery, or otherwise. 

3. The tenns "referring or relating," with respect to any given subject, means 
anything that constitutes, contains, embodies, reflects, identifies, states, refers to, 
deals with or is in any manner whatsoever pertinent to that subject. 
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April 8, 2011 
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ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS, MARYLAND 
RANKING MINORITY MEMBER 

EDOLPHUS TOWNS, NEW YORK 
CAROLYN 8. MALONEY, NEW YORK 
ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON, 
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The Committee on Oversight and Government Refonn is conducting oversight of 
agency operations in the absence of appropriations. While the Majority has made clear it 
does not want.a goyemme;Qtshutdown, the, potential failure of the President and Congress 
to reach an;agreenteIit on funding for the l!emaindeF of the'. ~urrent fiscal year requires the 
Committee ensure' the executive branch it has effective contingency plans in place. Such 
review is important in the event of a shutdown. 

As part of this oversight~ I am writing to reque.st the agency produce the following 
docwnents and information related to it~shutdownplan as. required by Sectiolll24 of 3 . .. . . ,",. 
Circular-No. A-ll: ' j~: .(: .• ,'. ;,,' . '. " . . -- ) " '.'.. . " ' 

• r •• • • •• I .' 

(1) tile lis~-of'~gen~;acti~ities ~dfuu~tions th~t will continue 'during ai~~se 
in appropriations because they qualify as exceptions to the Antideficiency 
Act restrictions; 

(2) the list of employees who will be retained during a lapse in appropriations 
organized by administrative subdivision, occupational category, functional 
classification, and location. 

(3) the agency plan for communicating infonnation to its employees. 

The Committee on Oversight and Government'Reform is the principat'oversight 
committee of the House of Representatives and may at "any time" investigate "any 
matter" as set forth in House Rule X. An attachmenttq this letter. provides ~dditional 
infonnation about responding to the Comm.ittee's request. .. .' ," .,'. ,., I ," ' .• '. 

. . ~ . '. 

[ ', ' 

I '.~' 

, -
3 U.S, Executive Office' of the Presi~eilt, Office of Management and BUQget, Circular No.:~~i 1:. '. , 
PreparatidniSubrnlssivns,. and ExeFUtion- of the: !Judge!; July ~O 1 0, ~ection ,.124. '. '.' i 

.,,. " : 

" . 
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We request that you provide the requested documents and information as soon as 
possible, but no later than 1 p.m. on Monday, April 11, 2011. When producing 
documents to the Committee, please deliver production sets to the Majority Staff in 
Room 2157 of the Rayburn House Office Building and the Minority Staff in Room 2471 
of the Rayburn House Office Building. The Committee prefers, if possible, to receive all 
documents in electronic format. 

If you have any questions about this request, please contact Jennifer Hemingway 
or Tabetha Mueller of the Committee Staff at 202-225-5074. Thank you for your 
attention to this matter. 

Enclosure 

cc: The Honorable Elijah E. Cummings, Ranking Minority Member 
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Responding to Committee Document Requests 

1. In complying with this request, you should produce all responsive documents that are 
in your possession, custody, or control, whether held by you or your past or present 
agents, employees, and representatives acting on your behalf. You should also 
produce documents that you have it legal right to obtain, that you have a right to copy 
or to which you have access, as well as documents that you have placed in the 
temporary possession, custody. or control of any third party. Requested records, 
documents, data or infonnation should not be destroyed, modified. removed, 
transferred or otherwise made inaccessible to the Committee. 

2. In the event that any entity, organization or individual denoted in this request has 
been. or is also known by any other name than that herein denoted, the request shall 
be read also to include that alternative identification. 

3. The Committee's preference is to receive documents in electronic fonn (i.e., CD, 
memory stick. or thumb drive) in lieu of paper productions. 

4. Documents produced in electronic fonnat should also be organized, identified. and 
indexed electronically. 

5. Electronic document productions should be prepared according to the following 
standards: 

(a) The production should CQnsist of single page Tagged Image File ("TIF"). files 
accompanied by a Concordance~fonnat load file, an Opticon reference file, and a 
file definin~ the fields and character lengths of the load file. 

(b) Document numbers in the load file should match document Bates numbers and 
TIF file names. 

(c) If the production is completed through a series of multiple partial productions, 
field names and file order in all load files should match. 
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6. Documents produced to the Committee should include an index describing the 
contents of the production. To the extent more than one CDt hard drive, memory 
stick, thumb drive~ box or folder is produced, each CD, hard drive, memory stick. 
thumb drive, box or folder should contain an index describing its contents. 

7. Documents produced in response to this request shall be produced together with 
copies of file labels, dividers or identifying markers with which they were asSociated 
when they were requested. 

8. When you produce documents, you should identify the paragraph in the Committee's 
request to which the documents respond. 

9. It shall not be a basis for refusal to produce documents thai any other person or entity 
also possesses non-identical or identical copies of the same documents. 

10. If any of the requested information is only reasonably available in machine-readable 
fonn (such as on a computet server, hard drive. or computer backup tape), you should 
consult with the Committee staff to determine the appropriate format in which to 
produce the infonnation. . 

11. If compliance with the request cannot be made in full, compliance shall be made to 
the extent possible and sh~n include an explanation of why ful1 compliance is not 
possible. 

12. In the event that a document is withheld on the basis of privilege, provide a privilege 
log containing the following infonnation concerning any such document: (a) the 
privilege asserted; (b) the type of document; (c) the general subject matter; (d) the 
date, author and addressee; and (e) the relationship of the author and addressee to 
each other. 

13. If any document responsive to this request was, but no longer is, in your possession, 
custody, or control, identify the document (stating its date, author, subject and 
recipients) and explain the circumstances under which the document ceased to be in 
your possession, custody, or control. 

14. If a date or other descriptive detail set forth in this request referring to a document is 
inaccurate, but the actual date or other descriptive detail is known to you or is 
otherwise apparent from the context of the request, you should produce all documents 
which would be responsive as if the date or other descriptive detail were correct. 

15. The time period covered by this request is included in the attached request. To the 
extent a time period is not specified, produce relevant documents from January 1, 
2009 to the present. 

] 6. This request is continuing in nature and applies to any newly-discovered information. 
Any record, document, compilation of data or information, not produced because it 
has not been located or discovered by the return date, shall be produced immediately 
upon subsequent location or discovery. 
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17. All documents shall be Bates-stamped sequentially and produced sequentially. 

18. Two sets of documents shall be delivered, one set to the Majority Staff and one set to 
the Minority Staff. When documents are produced to the Committee, production sets 
shall be delivered to the Majority Staff in Room 21570fthe Rayburn House Office 
Building and the Minority Staff in Room 2471 of the Rayburn House Office Building. 

19. Upon completion of the document production, you should submit a written 
certification, signed by you or your counsel, stating that: (l) a diligent search has 
been completed of all documents in your possession, custody, or control which 
reasonably could contain responsive documents; and (2) aU documents located during 
the search that are responsive have been produced to the Committee. 

Definitions 

1. The term "documenttl means any written, recorded, or graphic matter of any nature 
whatsoever, regardless of how recorded, and whether original or copy, including. but 
not limited to) the following: memoranda, reports, expense reports~ books, manuals, 
instructions. financial reports, working papers, records, notes, letters, notices, 
confirmations, telegrams, receipts, llPpraisals, pamphlets, magazines, newspapers. 
prospectuses, inter-office and intra-office communications, electronic mail (e-mail), 
contracts, cables, notations of any type of conversation. telephone call, meeting or 
other communication, bulletins, printed matter, computer printouts. teletypes. 
invoices, transcripts, diaries. analyses, returns, summaries, minutes, bills, accounts, 
estimates, projections, comparisons, messages, correspondence, press releases, 
circulars, financial statements, reviews, opinions, offers, studies and investigations, 
questionnaires and surveys, and work sheets (and all drafts, preliminary versions, 
alterations, modifications. revisions, changes. and amendments of any of the 
foregoing, as well as any attachments or appendices thereto)~ and graphic or oral 
records or representations of any kind (including without limitation, photographs, 
charts, graphs, microfiche, microfilm. videotape, recordings and motion pictures), and 
electronic, mechanical, and electric records or representations of any kind (inCluding, . 
without limitation, tapes, cassettes,disks, and recordings) and other written, printed, 
typed, or other graphic or recorded matter of any kind or nature. however produced or 
reproduced, and whether preserved in writing, film, tape~ disk, videotape or 
otherwise. A document bearing any notation not a part of the original text is to be 
considered a separate document. A draft or non-identical copy is a separate dOCument 
within the meaning of this term. 

2. The tenn "communication" means each manner or means of disclosure or exchange 
of infonnation, regardless of means utilized. whether oral, electronic, by document or 
otherwise. and whether in a meeting, by telephone. facsimile, email, regular mail, 
telexes. releases, or otherwise. 

3. The terms nand" and "orlt shall be construed broadly and either conjunctively or 
disjunctively to bring within the scope of this request any information which might 
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otherwise be construed to be outside its scope. The singular includes plural nwnber. 
and vice versa. The masculine includes the feminine and neuter genders. 

4. The terms "person" or "persons" mean natural persons, finns, partnerships, 
associations, corporations, subsidiaries, divisions, departments, joint ventures, 
proprietorships, syndicates, or other legal, business or govenunent entities, and all 
subsidiaries, affiliates, divisions, departments, branches, or other units thereof. 

S. The term "identify," when used in a question about individuals. means to provide the 
folJowing infonnation: (a) the individual's complete name and title; and (b) the 
individual's business address and phone number. 

6. The tenn "referring or relating," with respect to any given subject, means anything 
that constitutes, contains~ embodies. reflects, identifies, states, refers to, deals with or 
is pertinent to that subject in any manner whatsoever. 

/ 
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We have united with small business, minority interest groups, and federal 
contractors in opposition to the implementation of President Obama's February 11, 2009 
executive order, E.O. 13502, encouraging federal agencies to consider the use of a project 
labor agreement (PLA) on large scale construction projects, where the total cost to the 
Government is $25 million or more.· Despite promises of greater efficiency and labor 
peace, ample evidence shows that PLAs do not promote efticieo.cy or labor peace and are 
discriminatory, wasteful, and anticompetitive. This A~nistration has chosen to adopt a 
final rule to reward its union allies 8t the expense of jobs. We have instructed our staffs 
to conduct meaningful oversight into all PLAs on large scale federal construction projects 
to evaluate the value and cost of these programs to the American taxpayer. 

Project LAbor Agreements Do NOT Promote Efficiency 

PLAs use uniform collective bargaining agreements that cover all crafts on a 
construction project - setting work schedules. hours, payment arrangements, grievance 
procedures, and other tenns and conditions of employment. These uniform contracts 
limit both employee and employer choice and innovation. Employees have no choice in 
representation. Contractors and subcontractors are forced to accept the PLA conditions, 
eliminating any chance of efficiency through irmovation and forcing many employers to 
overhaul their structures to accommodate the new requirements. 

Project Labor Agreements Do NOT Promote Industrial Peace 

There is no evidence that PLAs are more successful than traditional contracts at 
securing industrial peace. A recent study by the Beacon Hill Institute found that the Bush 
Administration initiated 57,287 construction projects worth $25 million or more without 
a single PLAl None of these projects suffered from labor strife, slowdowns, or 

I Letter from Rep. Da.n-eU Issa, Ranking Member, H. Cornm. on Oversight and Oov't Refonn to Supervisor 
Hada Flowers, General Services Administration. Sept. 23, 2009. 
1 David G. Then:h, Sarah Glassman, and Paul Bachman. Project Lahor Agreements on Federal 
Cc1lStnlctitm Projects: A Costly SDlution In SelD'Ch of a Problem. The BeacoD Hill Institute, Ang. 2009, at 
S. 
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significant cost ovemms.] Clearly, PLAs and their grievance provisions are not 
necessary to ensure industrial peace on federal projects. 

Project Labor Agreements are Wasteful 

It is estimated that PLAs increase the costs of projects by between 20 and 26 
percent. 4 IfPLAs had been used on all federal construction projects financed by the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, assuming PLA agreements increase project 
costs by 20 percent, the federal government would have spent $131 billion on work that 
could have been done for $109 billion without the PLA. S This labor windfall will cost 
the American taxpayer billions of dollars and innumerable jobs. 

Project Labor Agreements are Anticompetltive 

In 2001, approximately 80 percent of all construction workers were not affiliated 
with a Union organization, and 75 percent of all construction projects nationwide were 
completed with non~union labor. To avoid the difficulties inherent in PLA~ many 
employers who are capable of managing and completing large projects choose not to bid 
on construction projects covered by a PLA. This response reduces competitive bidding 
and quality of workers. The 1995 study of the Buffalo Roswell Park project estimated 
that a PLA reduced total bidders by 30 percent 6 All federal contracts should be open to 
competitive bidding without PLAs to ensure best value and quality of work. 

Project Labor Agreements are Discriminatory 

PAGE 8:3/135 

The underrepresentation of minorities in unions, and the lack of non~union 
contractor bidding on construction projects covered by PLAs, act as barriers for minority 
workers and contractors. In 2008, approximately 73 percent of union members were 
white, 13 .percent were African~American, four percent :were Asian, and 11 percent were 
Hispan,ic. Further, 98 percent of black construction workers and construction companies 
are non~union. 8 The National Black Chamber of Commerce, Women Construction 
Owners & Executives USA, Bay Area Black Contractors Association, Latin Builders 

3Id 

.( Paul Bachman and David G. Tuerck. "Project Labor Agreements and Public Construction Costs in New 
Yorlc State." Beacon Hill Institute at Suffolk University, 2006. Association of Builders and Contractors to 
Hany Robinson, Apr. 6, 1995 available at bup:l/opem:ontracting.com/studiesl]dfs!Letters.pdf; Pmcst and 
Younge, Erie County Courthouse Construction Projecm, Sept. 10> 2001. available at 
http://openCODb'acting.comlstudieslpdfsIErie.pdf. 
~ Elise M. Carlin, The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of2009 and Its Impact on Federal 
Construetion Contracting, Feb. 18,2009, available at 
http://federaIconstrucuon.phslegal.comitagslamerican-recovery-and-reinvestl. 
/; Ernest and Younge, Erie County Courthouse Construction Projects, Sept. 10, 200 I, available at 
http://opencontracting.com!studieslpdfslErie.pdf. 
7 Household Data Annual Averages, available at httjl:lfwww.bls.govJcpslcpsaat40.pdf. 
• The Games They Play on Blacks. National Black Chamber of Commerce, available at 
http://www .nationalbcc.org/'mdex.php?option=coro cont.ent&vicw=article&id-$fS2:the-games=they=pJay
on-blacks&calicP63:beyond-the-rhetoric&Itemid-8. 
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Association Inc., United States Pan-Asian-American Chamber of Commerce. American 
Asian Contractors Association, and National Association of Women Business Owners 
recognize that these disparities ensure that small and minority businesses are not able to 
compete on PLAs. 9 . 

Despite significant opposition from small business, federal contractors and 
minority interest groups, on April13~ 2010, the Federal Acquisition Regulation Council 
amended the Federal Acquisition Regulation to implement President Obama's February 
11, 2009 executive order, E. O. 13 502. The fInal rule: 

• Encourages agency planners to consider use ofPLAs early in the acquisition 
process; 

PAGE 04/05 

• Clarifies that if an agency decides to use a PLA on a particular project, then the 
contractor must-submit an executed PLA, meaning that a contractor can no longer 
merely bargain in good faith; 

• Provides a non-exhaustive list of factors agencies may consider when deciding, on 
a case-by-case basis) whether to use a PLA~ 

• Allows agencies to either dictate the tenns and conditions of the PLA or solicit a 
PLA from offerors; 

• Requires PLAs to bind all contractors and subcontractors engaged in construction 
on the construction project to comply with the PLA; 

• Requires PLAs to set forth mutually binding procedures for resolving labor 
disputes arising during the tenn of the PLA; and 

• Requires contractor to provide a copy of the PLA to the contracting agency.tO 

In light of tile leeway granted to agencies in the use, procedure, and terms of 
PLAs on large scale federal construction projects and the waste, discrimination, and 
anticompetitive elements of PLAs, we have instructed our staffs to monitor all large scale 
federal construction project that use a PLA very closely. In the event that your agency 
chooses to use a PLA on a large scale federal construction project, we would anticipate 
sending a letter requesting detailed docwnentation covering all levels of the decision 
making process and implementation. 

9 Union-Only PLAs Discriminate, Put Freedom to Work, available at 
htm:lJOPencontractiog,comfmfolindex,cftn1page-5, . 
10 75 FR 19168-19179, availabJe at !ltte:l/frweblWSi.a.cccss.gpo,gov/ce}
binlPDFpte,cgi7W AISdQCID=344120 141976tQ+2+O&WAISaction=retrieve, 
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To assist the Committees in developing a better understanding of your agency's 
position on this rulemaking and to facilitate future investigations, please provide the 
following in,fonnation and documents: 

1. Produce any guidance memorandums or other documents prepared by agency 
officials relating to this ruiemaking, the implementation of a PLA, or any other 
docwnent relating to the agency's contemplation of implementing a PLA. 

PAGE 05/05 

2. Identify all large scale construction projects on which the agency is considering 
the use of a PLA. Provide the location and nature of the construction project, the 
source of financing, identity of the tm..ions and contractors involved, and the 
expected cost. 

3. Should your agency use a PLA on a large scale construction project) we may 
request that you brief our staffs about the decision~making process, the mechanics 
of implementation, andtenns ofthePLA. To facilitate the Committees' oversight 
work in this area, please identify a staff contact with subject matter expertise on 
PLAs to serve as a liaison between the agency and our Committees. 

4. Please provide any and all documents and communications with persons. groups~ 
or organizations outside the agency regarding the use ofPLAs. and identify any 
policy decision(s) or programmatic requirement(s) made or included (for 
example, apprenticeship requirements) based on consultation with these parties. 

We request that you provide the information by May 6, 2010. tfyou have any 
questions or comments please contact Marvin Kaplan or Steve Castor of the Oversight 
Committee staff at (202) 225-5074 or Loren Sweatt of the Education and Labor 
Committee staff at (202) 225-7101. 

mell Issa 
Ranking Member 
Committee on Oversight and 
Govenunent Reform 

Sincerely. 

cc: Chairman Edolphus Towns, Chairman 

I<line 
. or Republican Member 

Committee on Education 
and Labor 

Committee on Oversight and Oovenunent Reform. 
Cbainnan George Miller, Chairman 

Committee on Education and Labor 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 
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I write to request that you provide this Committee with important documents and 
legal findings which will allow us to appropriately oversee the Administration~ s 
antiterrorism efforts. 

On March 23, the Committee's National Security and Foreign Affairs 
subcommittee held an oversight hearing that focused on the Administration's successful 
us~ ofUmnanned Aerial Systems (UAS) to attack terrorists. Although I commend the 
Administration for aggressively taking the fight to the enemy in this manner, I was 
concerned to learn from the expert testimony that the Administration had not clearly 
articulated the legal basis upon which drone strikes are conducted or otherwise declared 
that the strikes conform with U.S. and intemationallaw. 

Two days following the hearing, the Administration took steps to ameliorate the 
concerns expressed. On March 25, Harold Hongju Koh, the Department of State's Legal 
Advisor, announced in a widely heralded speech in Washington that "it is the considered 
view of this Administration ... that lethal operations conducted with the use of 
unmanned aerial vehicles, comply witll aU applicable law, including the laws of war." 

Because it came so soon after the issue was raised at our subcommittee hearing, I 
am pleased with this explicit and official declaration. Now individuals operating drones 
at the behest of the. U.S. government can continue to 'fight the enemy without fearing 
trumped up allegations of illegality or impropriety lodged by those who desire to curtail 
or otherwise inhibit our nation's antiterrorist efforts. 

According to The New York Times~ however, disputes remain between the 
departments of Justice, State, and Defense about other legal aspects of the 

OSD 06145-10 
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Administration's anti-terrorism policies. One disagreement apparently surrounds the type 
of terrorist activity which warrants indefinite detention by the United States without trial. 
Mr. Koh reportedly has written a memorandum suggesting that if an individual has only 
what is considered an indirect cormection to terrorism, indefmite detention of this 
individual should not be permissible. Apparently, Jeh C. Johnson, the Defense 
Department's General Counsel, and David Barron, the acting director of the Department 
of Justice' s Office of Legal Counsel, have written memoranda which express different 
opinions. 1 It is precisely tbis sort of bureaucratic discord that impedes an effective and 
unified cross-government war against terrorists. 

Congress must have a full understanding of the Administration's anti-terrorism 
policies and the legal framework that underlie them. We must also ensure that 
departments are fully and properly interacting in a coordinated manner, thus a~oiding the 
kind of interdepartmental fractures evident prior to the 9/11 attacks. Therefore, I 
respectfully request that you provide the Committee with a copy of the Johnson 
memorandum. I ask that this be conveyed by June 2, 2010. 

As you know, the Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is the main 
investigative committee in the U.S. House of Representatives. Pursuant to House Rule 
X, it has authority to investigate the subjects within the Committee's legislative 
jurisdiction as well as ~'any matter' within the jurisdiction" of the other standing House 
Committees. This broad jurisdiction includes the oversight of Executive Branch 
management, operations, and administrative functions, and interagency operations. 

Thank you for your prompt attention to this very important matter. If you have 
any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. Should your staff require 
additional infonnation, they may reach Thomas Alexander, Senior Counsel, at 
(202) 225-5074. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Ranking Member 

cc: The Honorable Edolphus Towns, Chairman 

1 Charlie Savage., Obama Team Is Divided on Anti-Terror Tactics, New York Times, 28 March 2010. 
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June 3, 2010 

I am writing to request documents and infonnation relating to the extent to which 
White House political personnel are involved with planning, directing, or coordinating 
your travel to participate in public events - official or political- which may have a 
political benefit for elected Democratic officials or Democratic candidates for office. 

As you may know, during the last Congress then-Chairman Waxman and this 
Committee invested substantial time and effort to investigate the use of official resources 
at the behest of the White House for political purposes. During the Committee's 
investigation - which spanned nearly two years - the staff interviewed or deposed 18 
political appointees~ including President Bush's political directors, and received nearly 
70,000 pages of documents from the White House and 29 agencies. 

At the conclusion of his years-long investigation, Chainnan Waxman's staff 
prepared a staff report entitled "The Activities of the White House Office of Political 
Affairs.,,·7 Chairman Waxman called for the elimination of the Office. The Waxman 
Report stated: 

The White House Office of Political Affairs has been controversial 
since President Reagan created the office in 1981. .... But the 
extent of political activity by the ... White House and its deep and 
systematic reach into the federal agencies is unprecedented. 
Congress should amend the Hsteh Act. the federal law 

" Democratic Staff, H. Comm. on OVersight and Gov't Reform. 1 10th Cong., "The Activities of the Wbite 
House Office of Political Affairs," Oct. 2008, h1tp:lloyersighthouse.gov/docUBIentsJ200S101S l05434.pdf. 

1111 
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restricting DoHticai actiyity by federal officialJ. to elimmate the 
White House omse of Political Affairs. If the political affairs 
office is retained, its activities should be restructured to ensure that 
it serves the interests of the taxpayer, not the political party of the 
President. J8 

PAGE 03/06 

In the repo~ the Waxman staff concluded that the White House organized the 
travel of senior administration officials around politically advantageous locations and 
specifically used travel as a tool to help elect or re-elect members of their party to public 
office.19 The report counted events that were attended personally by senior 
administration officials. It reported that 303 events required travel outside of 
Washington, D.C. The Waxman staff concluded that these events violated the Hatch Act. 
They wrote the events "established precisely the type of 'political boiler-rooIn' that the 
Congress warned against when it amended the Hatch Act in 1993."20 The report stated 
that the taxpayers "should 
... not pay the travel expenses of cabinet and other senior officials to fly across the 
country" for political purposeS?,1 

During President Obama's short time in office, there has been some indication 
that the White House has ignored Chainnan Waxman's concerns. For example, 
according to a Washington Post story last year about travel related to marketing of the 
President's stimulus plan, "public policy and electoral politics have come together 
seamlessly in his domestic travel itinerary.',22 The Post reported: 

Since becoming president, he hasn't set foot in a state he won by 
nearly 40 percentage points in Novemberts general election. 

But thousands have heard Obama speak in Ohio. North 
Carolina, Missouri. India.. and Florida. aD among the 16 
states he has visited since taking omce. In each of those plaus, 
his margin of vido" or defeat last November was fewer thaD 
five percentage poiDta. 

'" * '" 
On nearly every trip he has taken, Obama bas fol1owed the 
timeworn path of pr_dePall travel - go where the votes 
matter most . '" '" 

'lId at ii (emphasis supplied). 
'9 Jd at i (Executive Summary). 
20 /d. at 23. 
?IJd 

II Scott Wilson., Obama's Trawl MIxes Policy, Politics. WASH. POST. June 21, 2009. 
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But the travel suggests a White House far more interested in 
electoral politics than its leader and senior staff members publicly 
acknowledge. The swiDg-state stops are just one element of a 
West Wmg political operati1!9 that has preserved many practices 
of preceding ones, and that takes into account the dynamics of the 
2010 midtenn elections and the next presidential race in deciding 
where to spend Ohama's time. 

Of the 16 states Obama has visitedt nine shifted from the 
Republican to Democratic column in 2008. Five of the states are 
among the six that posted the narrowest margins of victory for 

. either Obama or Sen. lohn McCain (R-Ariz.), and are likely to 
remain 'the most closely divided through the coming campaign 
cycles. 

• • • 
Obama has raised money in California, Indiana and Nevada, and 
election law calls for the government to be reimbursed for those 
explicitly political aspects of his travel.13 

Last June. Politico similarly reported administration officials have traveled to at 
least 66 events across the country to tout the stimulus program, but the events were 
almost exclusively tied to obviously politically motivated destinations. According to 
Politico: 

Since Congress passed President Barack Ohama's $787 billion 
economic stimulus bill in February, adminiltration offieials .ave 
traveled to at least 66 events across the coo.try to tout the 
massive spending program or hand out stimulus cash to grateful 
local officials. 

*** 
Top officials have hosted· events predominantly in states that 
Obama won in 2008. 

What' s more~ the examination revealed that Ohama officials all but 
avoided Southern states that Obama lost. 

* lie * 

23 ld. (emphasis added). 

PAGE B4/06 
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But the Dumbers tell the tale: 52 of the 66 eveats were in states 
that backed Obama. And taken together, the itineraries amount to 
a veritable map of Obama's election-night victories - big-money 
states like California and New Yor14 swing states like Ohio and 
Colorado that Obama turned blue and other solidly Democratic 
states Ohama kept in his column.24 

PAGE 05/06 

This is precisely 1;he type of political travel former Chainnan Waxman spent years 
investigating. This is what he deemed Hatch Act violations. 

I am interested in 4eveloping a better understanding of whether the types of 
political travel Chainnan Waxman invested so much time and energy attempting to 
eradicate are still occurring. To assist the Committee in learning more about this 
Administration's practices with regard to political travel, I request that you provide the 
Committee with the following infonnation: 

1. Provide a list of all events with elected officials or candidates for office that 
you attended outside of Washington, D.C. t in an official capacity during the 
time period Fcbruary 1, 2009 to the present. For each event, plcase provide 
the date and location of the event, a brief description of the purpose of the 
event, the identity of the elected officials or candidates for office attending the 
event, and a statement declaring whether taxpayer funds were used to travel to 
the event 

2. Provide a list of ail events with elected officials or candidates for office that 
you attended outside of Washington, D.C., for political purposes, whether it 
be a fundraiser, rally, or other political function, during the time period 
February I, 2009 to the present For each event, please provide the date and 
location of the event, a brief description of the purpose of the event, the 
identity of the elected officials or candidates for office attending the event, 
and a statement declaring whether taxpayer funds were used in part to travel 
to the event. 

3. All documents, including emails. that relate to the involvement of White 
House officials in scheduling, suggesting, coordinating, or directing public 
events with elected officials or candidates for office for any official at the 
Department during the time period February 1, 2009 to the present. 

The Committee on oVersight and Government Reform is the principal oversight 
comnrittee in the House of Representatives and has broad oversight jurisdiction as set 
forth in House Rule X. 

2.f Eamon Javers, A Polilical Pattern to Stimulus Tour, POLITICO, June S, 2009 (emphasis added). 
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We look forward to your response by June 17, 2010. You may contact 
Steve Castor of the Committee staff at (202) 225-5074 if you have any questions 
about this request Thank you for your attention to this important matter. 

Ranking Member 

cc: The Honorable Edolphus Towns, Chairman 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defensel Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

Ilttp.llovers~ht.house,gov 

June 1,2011 

The Committee on Oversight and Government Refonn hereby requests your testimony at 
a hearing on June 23,2011, at 9:30 a.m., in room 2154 of the Rayburn House Office 
Building. The'hearing is entitled, "Is This Any Way to Treat Our Troops? Part IV: Lack of 
Progress and Accountabilit) •. "· . . 

The hearing will examine the federal government's efforts to ensure that wounded 
warriors receive the appropriate care upon their return from the battlefIeld. You should be 
prepared to provide a five minute opening statement and answer questions posed by Members. 

Instru¢tions for witnesses appeaiillgbefore the Committee are.contained in the enclosed 
Witness Instnitction Sheet. In particular,please note the procedures fdr submitting written 
testimony at least two business days prior to the hearing. We ask that you please contact the 
Committee by June 3, 2011, to confirm your attendance. If you have any questions. please 
contact Thomas Alexander of the Committee staff at (202) 225-5074. 

Enclosure: i 

Darrell Issa 
ChIDrman 

cc: The Honorable Elijah Cummings, Ranking Minority Member, Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reforin 

lill~11 
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July 25. 2011 

The Honorable Leon Panetta 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C . . 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Panetta: 

ELIJAH E. CINMINGS. MARYlAND 
RANKING MtNOIOIfY t.1(104&ER 

EDOIPHUS TOWNS. N~W YORK 
CAROLYN 8. MALONEY. "lEW YO~K 
ELEANOR HOLMES NO~ON. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
DENNIS J. KUCINICH. OHIO 
JOHN F. TIERNEY, MASSACHUSETTS 
WM. LACY CLAY. MISSOURI 
STEPHEN f. LYNCH. MASSACHUSETTS 
JIM COOPER. TENNESSEE 
GERALD E. CONNOLLY. VIRGINIA 
MIKE OUIGLEY. ILLINOIS 
DANNY l( DAViS. 1l,.Ltt.lOIS 
8RUCE l 8ML!"". IOWA 
PHE. WELCH. IitRt.10NT 
,I()~N A . .., ....... U.H. KENTUCKY 
C>dIISTOP>lER S. MllRPK.., . CONNECTICUT 
~AC~1E SI>E lEA. CALIFORNIA 

The Committee on Oversight and Government Refonn is investigating the extent to 
which U.S. taxpayer money is directly or indirectly funding criminal patronage networks, power 
brokers, and the Taliban in Afghanistan. On July 25, 2011, it was reported that Department of 
Defense investigators have found "documented, credible evidence ... of involvement in a 
criminal enterprise or support for the enemy" by multiple prime contractors.! According to The 
Washington Post. investigators also cited cases of profiteering, money laundering and kickbacks 
to Afghan power brokers, government officials and police officers.2 If accurate, these fmdings 
could serve as a major setback for the United States and its efforts in Afghanistan. 

To assist the Committee in its oversight, I request that the Department provide a copy of 
the report referenced by The Washington Post and arrange to brief staff on the findings contained 
therein. This should occur no later than 5:00 p.m. on August 2,2011. When producing 
documents to the Committee. please deliver production sets to the Majority Staff in room 2157 
of the Rayburn House Office Building and the Minority Staff in room 2471 of the Rayburn 
House Office Building. The Committee prerers, if possible, to receive all documents in 
electronic format. 

The Committee on Oversight and Government Refonn is the principal oversight 
committee of the House of Representatives and may at "any time" investigate "any matter" as set 
forth in House Rule X. An attachment to this letter provides additional information about 
responding to the Committee's request. 

I Karen DeYoung, "U.S. Trucking Funds Reach Taliban. Military.Led Investigation Concludes," THE WASHINGTON 
POST, July 24, 20 II. 
21d 
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If you have any questions about this request, please contact Thomas Alexander or Brien 
Beattie of the Conunittee Staff at 202-225-5074. Thank you for your "ttention to this matter. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

Darrell Issa 
Chairman 

cc: The Honorable Elijah Cummings, Ranking Minority Member 
Committee on Oversight and Govenunent Refonn 
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September 21, 2010 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washingto~ DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

~~t.e1I!'R 

DAN BURTOtI, _ 
JOHN I.. ~ fl.CiAIQII 
JOHNJ.~JA.. ~ 
..:HIo!I. R l\JfINM. OHIO 
L_ A, WClMClI\I\.ANO. ~ 
PATR1CKT, MI;M!NI'IV, ~ CAIIOIJNA 
B_ p.III.IIIIA't, CAUFORW~ 
Jl" JI)IU)oIoN, QIo1IO 
JEI'I' fLI,i(£, AllllOIiA 
JEFF FOA'I9ESIIfY, Nl!IJWiKA 
JASoN ClWFm, UTAH 
AARON SCHOGK. IlUNOlS 
ew~ LUEnCEMiYEI'. MISSOURI 
ANIi' JOSEI'tI" ColO, LOUlSiMIA 
eIU. SHUSl1!A. PINNSY\,\I~ 

I am writing to follow up on my letter to you dated June 3, 2010. In that letter, I 
requested documents and information about the involvement of White House political 
personnel in coordinating your travel to official and political events that may have 
benefited Democratic candidates for office. This investigation continues the work this 
Committee began in the last Congress under then-Chairman Waxman. To date, I have 
not reCeived the information I requested or any explanation about the delay. OrdinarilYt 
the Department of Defense (DoD) is more cooperative. 

Recently, a DoD insider provided infonnation and email correspondence to my 
staff confirming that your staff issued what appears to be a "stop work order" with 
respect to my request. An email exchange between senior officials granted the Office of 
the General Counsel's request that the suspense date (i.e., due date) be "turned off due to 
this letter going to 21 Agencies, and response requiring Administration guidance." 
Essentially, Michael Bruhn and Christian Marrone, both top aides in your office I ensured 
that all work on my request would stop and the due date would be ignored. The 
correspondence also indicates that Mr. Marrone would provide an explanation offline, 
effectively obscuring his motives from scrutiny. 

The actions of senior DoD officials are inconsistent with the President's 
commitment "to making his administration the most open and transparent in history.,,1 
They are also inconsistent with federal law under SoU.S.C. § 552. At the outset of his 
presidency, President Obama reiterated that "the way to make government accoWltable is 
make it transparent so that the American people can bow exactly what decisions are 

t The White House BJog, Change Has Come To WhiteHouse,gov, 
http://www,whitehouse.govlbiog/change_has_come_to_whitehouse-gov/ (Jan. 20, 2009). 
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being mad€; how they're being made, and whether their interests are being well served.",2 
He went on to state as follows; 

I will also hold myself as President to a new standard of openness. 
Going forward, anytime the American people want to know 
something that I or a former President wants to withhold, we will 
'have to consult with the Attorney General. and the White House 
Counsel, whose business it is to ensure compliance with the ruJe of 
law. Infonnation will not be withheld just because I say so. It will 
be withheld because a separate authority believes my request is 
wen grounded in the Constitution.3 

The President further urged federal agencies "to adopt a presumption in favor of 
discLosure.',4 It is in the interests of transparency to disclose all information related to the 
White House's involvement in Cabinet officials' travel. Moreover, this Committee has 
broad jurisdiction to conduct oversight of the federal government. 

I trust that you will reconsider my original request. 1fit is your position not to 
provide the requested materials, I request that you articulate the basis fot this position in 
writing. Additionally, to better Wlderstand the status of my letter request, I ask that you 
make Michael Bruhn and Christian Marrone available for transcribed interviews. Please 
contact Steve Castor or Ashok Pinto of the Committee staff at (202) 225-5074 with any 
questions. 

8~ 
Darrell a 
Ranking Member 

cc: The Honorable Edolphus Towns, Chainnan 

2 Remarks by The President in Welcoming Senior Staff and Cabinet Secretaries to the White House, 
http://www.whitehouse.govlthe....PTCss_officeIR.e.marksofthePresidentinWe1comingSeniorStaffandCabinetSe 
crctariestotbeWhiteHousel (Jan. 21, 2009). 
lIt/. 
4 Memorandum for the Heads of Departments and Agencies regarding Freedmn of Infonnaticm Act. 
http:/twww.wbitebouse,gov/the...press_officelFteedom_ofjnfotmation_ActI (Jan 21, 2009). 
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September 13,2011 

The Honorable Leon E. Panetta 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Panetta: 

ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS, MARYLAND 
RANKING MINORITY MEMBER 

EDOLPHUS TOWNS, NEW YORK 
CAROLYN B. MALONEY, NEW YORK 
ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON, 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
DENNIS J. KUCINICH. OHIO 
JOHN F. TIERNEY, MASSACHUSETTS 
WM. LACY CLAY. MISSOURI 
STEPHEN F. LYNCH. MASSACHUSETTS 
JIM COOPER, TENNESSEE 
GERALD E. CONNOlLY, VIRGINIA 
MIKE QUIGLEY. ILLINOIS 
DANNY K. DAVIS, ILLINOIS 
BRUCE L. BRALEY, IOWA 
PETER WELCH. VERMONT 
JOHN A. YARMUTH, KENTUCKY 
CHRISTOPHER S. MURPHY, CONNECTICUT 
JACKIE SPEIER, CALIFORNIA 

I write to infonn you that in my capacity as Chainnan of the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Refonn, I will lead a Congressional Delegation (CODEL) on official business to 
Afghanistan, Iraq, Jordan and Kyrgyzstan from December 15 - 22,2011. I will be accompanied 
by a bipartisan group of Members of the Committee on Oversight and Government Refonn, with 
particular focus on Members who have not travelled to Afghanistan and Iraq. 

The purpose of the travel to Afghanistan and Iraq is to conduct oversight regarding 
reported misuse of government ftmds through the contract process. The purpose of the travel to 
Kyrgyzstan is to conduct oversight ofthe V.S. logistical efforts for the Afghanistan war. The 
purpose of travel to Jordan is to discuss regional security with U.S. and local officials. 

I request the Department of Defense to furnish such assistance, including transportation, 
as may be required to facilitate this trip. The expenditure of funds for the payment of ~ctual 
expenses of such transportation as may be required is authorized by Title 31, V. S. C. 11 08(g). 
Travel will be conducted by military and lor commercial aircraft up to business class, including 
foreign flag carriers when U.S. carriers are not available, and in accordance with House rules. 
The CODEL requests U.S. Marine liaison support for this trip. 

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Laura Rush, Deputy Chief 
Clerk, at (202) 226-4603. Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Chairman 
OSD 113 

1~11111\1111111~~11111 
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September 22, 2011 

The Honorable Leon E. Panetta 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentag~n 
Washington, D,C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Panetta: 

NO, 4456 P. 1 

IUJAH" CU"' .. II ............ IIVLAHD 
IlANKJOI Ii NINO~IT" " I MlER 

JDOlptjll' 'rOWH$, Iojfw YOAlC 
CIIRClL'1to1 a. M"'''Ot>J~v. NIW YORI( 
SLeAIOIOA HO~H toIonON. . 

Oi$TRIC1 OF COLUMBIA 
IlENNIS' J. KUC:II'IICK. 01110 
JOHN F. 'tIEIU.lE'f'. MASSACMUSETTS 
v,or.!. I.ACV ClAy. MISSOURI 
S1'EPHEN F. LVNCH. MABSACHU5ETTlI 
.11M COOPER, l'EN!oI~~E 
OEIIALD E. j;()jojNOLl Y. '1IRGINI" 
MIK[ QIJISLEY, l""fNOIE 
DANN'< It. DA~. ILLI'IOI$ 
e~uc~ L IIIA",v, IOWA 
~'fCR WBLCH, "'~MOf4T 
JOHN .... " A",",,,.,... «I~TIJCKY 
C::"~18TOPHfI\ •• MUIUIIHY, C~~U't 
JACKI( SPIIR~. CA~I~OIIN1Io 

This letter is to authorize Rep. J ason Chaffetz~ Chairman of the Subconunittee on 
National Security, Homeland Defense and Foreign Operations of the Committee on Oversight 
and Government-Reform? to lead a Congressional Delegation (CODEL) on official business to 
Germany, Italy, Morocco, Sudan, Ethiopia, and Kenya from October 14 - 23, 20 II. I also 
authorize Congo Tierney and Congo Lynch, two Members of the committee, to travel on the 
CO DEL. Tom Alexander, a Member of the Committee Staffis also authorized. 

The purpose of the official travel is to conduct oversight of civil, political, and military 
initiatives in the AFRICOM areas oftesponsibility. This includes the oversight of U.S. foreign 
assistance administered by the U.S. Agency for International Development. The delegation will 
request meeting with senior leaders of fureign governments as well as U.S. personnel. 

I request the Department of Defense to furnish such assistance, including transportation, 
as may be required to facilitate this uip. The expenditure of funds far the payment of actual 
ex~es of such transportation as may be required is authoriud'by Title 31~ U.S.C. 1108(8). 
Travel will be conducted by military and lor commercial aircraft up to business class. in~uding 
foreign flag carriers w.J;len US. car.riers are not available, and in accordance with House rules. 
The CODEL requests U.S. Navy liaison support for this trip. 

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Laura Rush., Deputy Chief 
Clerk. at (202) 226-4603. Thank you fur your assistance in this matter. 
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September 29, 2011 

The Honorable Leon E. Panetta 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1400 

Dear Secretary Panetta: 

ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS, MARYLAND 
RANKING MINORITY IAEMBER 

EDOLpHUS TOWNS, NEW YORK 
CAROL YN B. MAL ONEY, NEW YOJ\K 
ELEAN OR HOLM ES NORTON. 

01 STRICT OF COLU M BIA 
DENNIS J. ~UCINICH, OHIO 
JOHN F. TIERNEY, MASSACHUSETIS 
WM . LACY CLAY, MISSOURI 
STEPHEN F. LYNCH, MASSACHUSETTS 
JIM COOPE~. TENNESSEE 
GERALD E. CONNOLLY, VIRGINIA 
MIKE QUIGLEV. ILLINOIS 
DANNY K. DAVIS, ILLINOIS 
BRUCE l. a~ALEY, IOWA 
PETER WELCH, VERMONT 
JOHN A. YARMUTH, KENTUCKY 
CHRISTOPHER S MURPHY, CONNECTICUT 
JACKIE SPEIER. CALIFORNIA 

The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is investigating contracts awarded 
by the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) to a company co-owned by 
DARPA Director Regina Dunn. The Committee is in receipt of the Department's document 
production dated April 13, 2011, related to contracts with RedXDefense. 1 Our review of these 
documents has r~sed additional questions. 

To assist tIie Committee in its investigation, please make the-following individuals 
available for transcribed interviews: . 

1. Dr. Cynthia "Cindy" Daniel, Program Manager, DARPA 

2. Dr. William Coblenz. Program Manager, DARPA 

3. Ms. Deidra Eberhardt, Assistant Director, Program Management, DARPA 

4. Mr. Ryan Paterson, Deputy Director for the Adaptive Execution Office, DARPA 

5. Mr. Daniel Kaufinan, Director, Information Innovation Office, DARPA 

The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is the principal oversight 
committee of the House of Representatives and m:ay at "any time" investigate "any matter" as set 
forth in House Rule X. 

I Sarah Chacko, DARPA Direct~r Has Ties to Company Receiving Agency Contract, FED, TIMEs, Mar, 7,2011. 
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We would appreciate a prompt response to this request. If you have any questions about 
this request. please contact Ashley Callen or Jonathan Skladany of the Committee staff at (202) 
225-5074. Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Chairman 

cc: The Honorable Elijah E. Cwrunings, Ranking Member 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
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The Honorable Leon Panetta 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
10000 Defense Pentagon 
Washingtpn, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

~.Ii_"""._ 

October 13, 2011 

The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is investigating the facts and 
circumstances surrounding alleged cOITUption and mismanagement at the Dawood National Military 
Hospital in Afghanistan. The Wall Street Journal recently detailed disturbing accounts of substandard 
patient care, corruption and malfeasance in the operation and provision of basic medical care to Afghan 
soldiers wounded or injured in the line of duty. 1 As part of the Committee's oversight, we are writing to 

request documents and information regarding this U.S. taxpayer-funded institution. 

Dawood National Military Hospital ("Dawood Hospital") was designed to faciJitate the recovery 
of Afghan soldiers wounded on the battlefield. According to feJ?Orts. however, Afghans routinely 
experienced "willful" neglect at the hands of medical providers. Time and again, caregivers denied or 
withheld the most rudimentary services if patients did not pay bribes. In some cases, surgeons operated 
without sedatives or provided counterfeit medicine that failed to work. Those who asked for medicine 
received a beating instead. In all, according to these accounts, the horrific conditions resulted in crippling 
bedsores, extreme starvation, and death. 

While the wounded suffered, the Afghan Army's Surgeon General, Ahmed Zia Yaftali. 
reportedly diverted millions of dollars in cash and pharmaceuticals earmarked for Dawood Hospital 
According to the Wall Street Journal, General Yaftali pilfered roughly $20 million dollars from the 
Afghan defense ministry and $153 million in medical supplies provided by the U.S.3 Though he appears 
to have been removed from that post and the U.S. military has taken some remedial measures, there is 
little assurance that he will be held accountable for mistreating Afghans and fleecing the American 
people. This is an unacceptable result given the sacrifices made by Americans and Afghans over the past 
ten years. 

Unfortunately, this behavior is emblematic of a wider culture of corruption in Afghanistan. As 
the Wall Street Journal observes, "[t]he way senior Afghan officials tolerated such deadJy graft shows 

I AI A/gh(lIJ Hospital, Graft and Deadly Neglect. Wall Street Journal (September 3, 201!). 
21d 
3 1d 
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just how deeply rooted comlption has become in President Karzai's administration. as wen as the limits 
of Washington's ability to rein it in.,,4 Indeed, the inability of all parties to purge corruption from the 
Afghan government is a detriment to U.S, efforts. The ability of the Afghan people to place trust in their 
institutions - and by extension, the U,S. government - is the cornerstone of the counterinsurgency 
strategy. Holding Geneml Yllftali and others accountable for their actions at Dawood Hospital would be 
a step in the right direction. 

To assist this Committee with its oversight, we request that the Department produce the following 
information and documents in hard copy and electronic fonnat: 

I. All documents and communications refcrring 01' relating 10 Dawood National Military 
Hospital and allegations of corruption; 

2. The total amount, by fiscal year, of U.S. funding provided for Dawood National Military 
Hospital. This shou Id include FY -12 projections; 

3. The lype, quantity, and value of pharmaceuticals provided by the U.S. government for the 
Dawood National Military Hospital; 

4, A limeHne and description of events detailing how, when. and in what manner Defense 
Department officials became aware of mistreatment and mismanagement at Dawood 
National Military Hospital. This should include the names and contact information of 
those who were informed, and by whom they were infonned; 

5, A timeline and description of events detailing the actions taken by the U.S. government 
to remedy the mistreatment and mismanagement at the Dawood National Military 
Hospital; 

6, A list of all similal' instances of corruption involving Dawood National Military Hospital 
or any other medical facility paid for by U,S. taxpayer dollars~ 

7, The total amount, by fiscal year. of U.S. funding provided for all othel' medical facilities 
in Afghanistan since 200 I. This should include a list of the medical facilities, the number 
of U.S. and Afghan personnel serving at each facility, as well as the geographical 
coordinates of each facility; . 

8. The total amount, by fiscal year, of all U.S. funding provided for medical supplies to 
Afghanistan. This should also include the total amount known to be lost due to waste, 
fraud. and abuse; and 

9. All documents describing the extent to which the Afghan government is prosecuting 
those guilty of cOlTllption, including General Aluned Zia Yaftali and all others connected 
to the mistreatment and mismanagement at Dawood National Military Ilospital. 

We requesl that you provide the requested documents and information as soon as possible, but no 
later than October 27. 20 II. Documents produced in response to this I'equest must include an index 

~ [d. 
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describing the contents of production. When producing documents to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform, please deliver production sets to the Majority Staffin Room 2157 of the Rayburn 
House Office Building and the Minority Staff in 2471 of the Rayburn House Office Building. 

The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is the principal oversight committee of the 
House of Rep resenta lives and may at "any time" investigate «any matter" as set forth in House Rule X .. 
An attachment to this letter provides additional information about responding to the Committee's request 

ffyou have any questions about this request, please contact Tom Alexander or Rich Beutel of the 
Oversight and Government Reform staff at 202-225-5074. Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Darr~_I!J8S::; 
Chairman 

Attachment 

Sincerely. 

Chairman, Subcommittee on National 
Security, Homeland Defense, and 
Foreign Operations 

cc: The Honorable Elijah Cummings, Ranking Minority Minority Member 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 

The Honorable John F. Tierney, Ranking Minority Member 
Subcommittee on National Security, Homeland Defense, and Foreign Operations 

Colonel Richard D. Root, HQ ISAF, Afghanistan 
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October 25. 2011 

The Honorable Leon E. Panetta 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington. D.C. 20301-3000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

&WAH E. CU"lMING8. W\IIYI.ANO 
_til) MINOIIfJY MEMIER 

~OO1.l'Ktl8 TDWNII. N!W YORK 
1:AR00VN B. MALONEY. HEWYOJIK 
(LIANOA HOUIIU HORTON. 

DIITRICT OF ~Ol.UMBIA 
DINNIS ... IWCItoIICII. OIIJO 
JOHN f. TIE~~n, ..... $SA(:HUSln~ 
WM. ~ Cl.AV. "I11iS0'IRI 
IITEPllUI F. ~YNCH, MAllBAalUsE1'Tl!I 
Jill COOI'ER, TEnNEIltIEE 
BUI"",!! !. toNNOUY, YlAGIIIIA 
MIICE aIJlGUY.IU.IHOIS 
MHNY~. DltVllI..lI.LlNotS 
IIIUJCi I- 8RALEV. IOWA 
PITER waar. VEI\IIIONT 
JOHN A. YAJlMIJ11I, KEIflUCK'( 
CHAIBTOI'HEIII. 1IUIa'IfY, CDNNECTH:UT 
.JACKIE SPEIER, CALIFORNIA. 

'l1lank you for your recent letter in response to my request that MSgt Damion Jacobs, a 
military fellow assigned to my personal office, be authorized to travel on a CODEL I will lead to 
Afghanistan, Iraq, Jordan and Kyrgyzstan from December lS~21, 2011.- - ... . . . 

I am disappointed in the response and respectfully request that you reconsider. I believe 
that MSgt Jacobs will be an asset to the Members of the CODEL as he has first-hand experience 
and valuable knowledge of the areas we plan to visit The value ofMSgt Jacobs' Congressional 
fellowship is greater than just what he leams on Capitol Hill; it is also about what he can teach 
us. I have no doubt that MSgt Jacobs' immense knowledge of the Marines, and military life in 
general. would be most valuable to a Member of Congress or staff who may have little or no 
infonnation about our military, or what it is like to be a Marine who faces the daily challenges of 
a combat wounded veteran. 

As you may know, MSgt Jacobs has sacrificed tremendously for his country. He is an 
exemplary Marine who has overcome many obStacles. His representation of the Wounded 
Warriors Project is a positive example of courage to all Members and staff that he works and 
interacts with here in Congress. Including MSgt Jacobs on this CODEL will enable him to have 
invaluable one-on~one contact with key Members of Congress, and will serve as a means to 
provide them with as much information as possible so they are able to make informed decisions 
regarding legislation that affects our Nations' anned forces and veterans. 

I respectfu11y ask that you rethink your decision and grant MSgt Jacobs permission to 
travel on my upcoming CODEL. Additionally ~ I will ensure that the Department of Defense is 
reimbW'Sed, out of Committee funds, any costs associated with his travel. 

. I 

1 I 

sm~Y~ 
~ 

Darrell Issa 
Chairman 
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November 28. 20] 1 

The Honorable Leon E. Panetta 
Secretary of Defense 
4000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington. DC 20301-4000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS, MARYLAND 
RANKING MIP«lRiTV MEMBER 

EDOlPHU5 TOWNS, New YORK 
CAIIOL \'loI 8. MALONEY. NEW YORI( 
ELEANDII HOLMES NOIITON. 

DISTRICT Of' COLO"BI ... 
DENNIS J .• LoCINICH. OHIO 
JOHtoi F. TIERNEY, MASSACHUSETTS 
WM. LAcY ClAY. MISSOURI 
STEPHEN F. l ¥Nell, MASSACHUSETTS 
JIM COOPER. TENNf$SEE 
G£I\ALtl e. eONNOLLY, VIRGINIA 
Min C1U1GLEV, ILUNOIS 
DAfofNV K. CAVIll. ILLINOIS 
BRUC~ L, ~1IA~e'(. IOWA 
I'(n~ WliLet!, VRAMONT 
JOliN .... YA./IMUlH, ~&NTUC'" Y 
C~RlSlOf'Ha~ s. MU~PIiV. CONN~CTICuT 
JACKIE SPElf~, CAliFORNiA 

The Committee on Oversight and Govenunent Refonn is conducting oversight of the 
Defense Department's efforts to properly care for injured and fallen service members. As part of 
this oversight, we are writing to request infonnation regarding recent reports in the Washington 
Post and several other news outlets ofthe improper handling and preparation of remains at Port 
Mortuary at Dover Air Force Base, Delaware. l According to an investigation of whistle blower 
reports completed by the Office of Special Counsel, there were "serious violations of rules and 
regulations, gross mismanagement, dishonesty and misconduct" by individuals employed at Port 
Mortuary.2 

To assist with the Committee's oversight, we ask that you please produce the foHowing 
information: 

1. A copy of the Defense Department's policies and procedures regarding the handling, 
preparation, and burial of remains; 

2. A list and description of all allegations involving improper handling, preparation, and 
burial of remains since January 1, 2002, This should include, but shan not be limited 
to, the incidents that occurred at Port Mortuary; 

3. All documents and communications referring or relating to allegations involving 
improper handling. preparation, and burial of remains since January 1, 2002. This 
should include, but shall not be limited. to, the incidents that occurred at Port 
Mortuary; 

I Air Force Mishandled Remains o/WaJ' Dead. Inquiry Finds, Washington Post (Aug. 8,2011) (online at 
www.washingtonpost.comlworld/national-security/air-force-mishandled-remains-of-war-dead-probe-
findsl20! \/IIIOS/grQABKuEIMJlrint.html). 

~ Office of Special Counsel, Analysis 0/ Discl~sures, Agency Investigations and Reports, and 
Whistleblower Comments (OSC File Nos. 01-10-2151; 01-10-2538; and 01-10-2734) (undated) (online at 
www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/world/documentslusaf-special-counsel·analysis.html). 

OSD 14238-11 
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4. A list of all personnel involved in any allegation of improper handling, preparation, 
and burial of remains since January 1, 2002. This should include, but shall not be 
limited to, the incidents that occurred at Port Mortuary; 

5. A list of personnel found to have violated policies and procedures regarding the 
handling, preparation, and burial of remains. This list should describe any discipline 
imposed by the Department of Defense. This should include, but shall not be limited 
to, the incidents that occulTed at Port Mortuary; 

6. All documents and communications refening to mismanagement, dishonesty, and 
misconduct at Port Mortuary; and 

7. A staff-level briefing on the allegations involving Port Mortuary, any Department 
investigations thereof, and a description of the Department's efforts to remedy the 
deficiencies allowing such incidents to occur. 

The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is the principal oversight 
committee of the House of Representatives and may at ~'any time" investigate "any matter" as set 
forth in House Rule X. An attachment to this letter provides additional information about 
responding to the Committee's request. 

We request that you provide the requested documents and information as soon as 
possible, but no later than 5:00 p.m. on December 9, 2011. When producing documents to the 
Committee, please deliver production sets to the Majority Staff in Room 2157 of the Rayburn 
House Office Building and the Minority Staff in Room 2471 of the Rayburn House Office 
Building. The Committee prefers, if possible, to receive all documents in electronic fonnat 

If you have any questions about this request, please contact Tom Alexander of the 
Majority Staff at 202-225-5074, or Scott Lindsay of the Minority Staff at 202-225-5051. We 
appreciate your prompt attention to this matter .. 

Darrell E. Issa 

Ch~~ 
Jason Chaffetz 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on National Security, 
Homeland Defense and 
Foreign Operations 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

ohn F. iemey 
Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on National 
Homeland Defense and 
Foreign Operations 

urity, 
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Respondigg to Committee Document Regues!s 

I. In complying with this request, you should produce all responsive documents thlll are 
in your possession. cus!ody, or conlrol, whether held by yOll or your past or present 
agents, employees, and represenlatives acting on your behalf. You should also 
produce documents thm you have a legal right to obtain, that YOli have a right to copy 
or to which you have access, as well as documents that )'011 have placed in the 
temporary possession, custody, or control of any third party. Requested records. 
documents, data or information should not be destroyed, modified, removed, 
transfen'ed 01' otherwise made inaccessible 10 the Committee. 

2. In the event that any entity, organization or individual denoted in this request has 
been, or is also known by any other name than that herein denoted. the request shall 
be read also 10 include lhm altemative identification. 

3. The ComJ)1itfee"s preference is to receive docu.ments in electronic Conn (i.e., CD, 
memory slick. or thumb drive) in lieu of paper productions. 

4. Documents produced in electronic formal should also be organized. identified. nnd 
indexed ~leclronjcally. 

5. E.lectronic document productions should be prepared according to the rollowing 
standa)'ds: 

(a) The production should consist of single page Tagged lmage Fil~ C"TJF"), files 
accompanied by a Concordance-formal load file, an Oplicon reference lile, and a 
file detining the tields and charnc(er lengths or the load me. 

(b) Document nurl1bers in the load file should match document Bates numbers and 
TI F fiJe naml!s. 

(c) If .he production is completed lhrol1gh n series of multiple partial productions, 
field names and HIe order in all lond files should match. 



6. Documents produced to the Committee should include an index describing the 
cont~nts ofille production. To the extent more than one CD. hurd drive. memor\' 
stick. thumb drive. box or folder is produced. each CD. hard drive, memory stick. 
thumb dri ve. box or folder should contain an index describing its contents. 

7. Documents produced in response to this request shall be produced together with 
copic$ of file lubels, dividers or identifying markers with \o\'hich lht:y were associated 
when they were requested. 

S. When YOli produce documents, you should idenlify the pnrngraph in the Committee's 
reCJuest to whidl the doclimenls respond. 

9. It shall not be a basis for refusal 10 produce documents that any other person or entity 
also possesses non-identical 01' identical copies of Ihe same documents. 

10. If any oflhe requested information is ollly reasonably available in machine-readable 
form (sllch as on ::l. computer server. hard drive, or computer backup tape), you should 
consult with the Committee staff [0 determine the appropriate format in which to 
produce- the information. 

11. I f compliance with the request (,<lnnot be made in full, compliance shall be made to 
the extent possible and shall include an e:xplanation or why full compliance is nol 
possible. 

12. In the event that a doclIment is \\'llhheld on the basis of privilege. provide a privilege 
log containing the following information concerning any sllch document: (a) the 
privilegc asserted; (b) the type of document; (c) the general subject maneI'; (d) the 
date, author and addressee; and (e) the relationship of the author and addressee to 
en.ch other. 

13. I f any document responsive to this request was, but no longer is, in your possession. 
custody. or control, identify Ihe document (stating its date, author, subject nnd 
recipients) and explain the circumstances untkr which the document ceaseUIQ bl! in 
your possession, ClIstOJy, or conlrol. 

14. I r .. date or other descriptive detail set forth in Ihis request referring to a document is 
inClccurale. but th~ aClunl date Or other descriptive detail is known to you or is 
otherwise apparent li'om the conlext of the request, you should produce all documents 
which would be responsive as if the date or other descriptive detail were correct. 

) S. The time period covcred by Ihis request is includcd in the attached request. To the 
extem a time period is nOI specified, produce relevant documents rrom January), 
2009 10 the present. 

16. This request is continuing in nahlre and "pplics to any newly-discovered information. 
Any record. document, compilation of data or information, not prodllced beCallSe it 
has not been located or discovered by the reiurn date, shall be produced immediately 
upon sllbsequent localion or discuvery. 



17. All documents sJwll be Batcswslamped seqllentially and produced sequentially. 

t 8. Two sct, of documents shill! be delivered, one set 10 the IVlajority Staff and one sct to 
tht MiJ10rity Staff. When documents <ll'C produced 10 Iht! COlllmil1t'€, production sets 
shall 00 delivered to th~ Majority Sin rfin Room 21570f the Rayburn House Ortice 
Building and the Minority Stoff in Room 247' or [he Rayburn I·louse 0111c(' Building. 

19. Upon completion of the docmncnl production. YOll should submit" writlen 
~~rlilicillion, s:igned by :'ou 01' your counsel, stating that: (J) a diligent $earth ha!i 
be~n I,;olnpltt~d of all documents in your possession, clIstody, or control "'hith 
l'easoll<1bly could cQllUlin responsive documents; and (2) all documents located atu·ing 
lhe search Ihal are I"espon'$iv~ have been produced to the Comminee. 

DefinitioDll. 

1. The tenll "docum.ent" menns allY written. recorded, or graphic Maller of any nature 
whatsoe\'er. regardless of how recorded, and whether original or copy, including. bUI 

1101 limited to, the following: memoranda, reports, expense reports. books, manunls. 
instructions, limmcial reports, working pnpcrs, records, notes, I·eners. notices. 
confinmltions. telegrams, receipts, appraisals, pflmphlets, nlngazincs, newspapers, 
prospectuses, inter-ortice and intra-oilier: communications, electronic mail (e-moil). 
contracts, cables, notfltions o\" Hny type of conversation, telephone call, meeting or 
other communication, bulletins, printed mailer. computer printollis, teletypes, 
invoiceS. Iranscripts. diaries, iU1~liyses, returns, SllflHnal'ies. minutes, bills, accounts, 
estimates, projections. comparisons. messages, correspondence. press releases. 
circulars. linancinl SICltements. reviews, opinions. oHers. studies and invesligations. 
questionnnircs and surveys, and work sheets (and all drafts, prelimilHlry versions, 
alterations, modifict..Itions, revisions, changl!s. an'd amendments of any of the 
foregoing, as well as nny attachments or appendices thereto), and graphic or oral 
records or represematlons orany kind (including without lilTlitaliotl, photographs, 
charts, graphs, microfiche. microfilm, videotape. recordings and motion pictures). and 
electronic, mechanical, and electric records 01" represemalions afMY kind (induding, 
without hmitation, tapes, cassettes, disks, and recordings) and other written, printed. 
typed, or oiller graphic 01' recorded malleI' of any kind or nature, ho\ovt!ver produced or 
reproduced, and whether prescrved in· writing, film, tape, disk, videotape or 
otherwise. A doclllnenl bearing any notalion not a pal1 of the original text is to be 
considered a separate document. A draft or non-identical copy is a separate docunlent 
within lhe me1ming of this term, 

2, The lerm "coillmlinicntion" means e~,ch manner or means of disclosure or exchangc 
oflnform3tion. regardless ofmcans utilized. whether oral. electronic, by documcnt ot 
otherwisc, and whether in a meeting, by t~kphone. n,esimilc. ~mnil. regulnr mail. 
lelexcs, rck~lscS, or otherwise. 

3. The terillS "and" and "or" shall be c0l1s1rlled broadly and eilher conjunctively or 
disjunclivcly 10 bring within the scope of this request any information which might 

.. 

.) 



Olherwise be construed 10 be outside its scope. The singular includes plural number, 
and vice versa. The masculine includes the feminine and neuler genders. 

4. The terms "person" or "persons" mem} natural persons. firms, partnerships, 
associations. corporations. subsidiaries. divisions, departments, joint ventures, 
proprietOrships, syndicates. Or other legal, btlsine!:is or government entities. and Elil 
subsidiaries, "tliliml?s. di"isions. departments, branches, or other lInits thereof. 

5. The term "identify," when llscd in a question about indi\·id~lals. me~ns to provide the 
following inform(ltion: (a) the individual's complete name and title: and (b) the 
individual's business address nnd phone llumber. 

6. The: term "referring or relating," with respect to any gh'en subject. means anything 
Ihol const it utes, contains. embodies, renccts, idenli tics, stales, refcrs to. deals with or 
is pel1inl!l1t to that subject in on)' manner whatsoever. 

4 



Gtongr~1iS of fife 1tniteb s;tates 
llIaslfington, It« ~5J5 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Pentagon, Room 3E880 ' 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

March 4. 2010 

We recent1y discovered that the Air Force has rescinded an invitation to Dr. Tony Perkins to 
speak at its National Prayer Luncheon, because statements,posted on the website of the 
organization he leads are purportedly at odds with the positions of the President. This action 
troubles us a great deal, not only in this particular case, but because of the implications for 
anyone who might disagree with the Administration in the future. 

The lwtcheon in which Dr. Perkins, a fonner Marine, was scheduled to participate was designed 
as a time of prayer, not a policy discussion. With a brief letter sent on January 29. Chaplain Lt. 
Co1. Gary Bertsch infonned Dr. Perkins that he was rescinding the invitation "due to statements 
posted on the Family Research Council website which are incompatible in our role as military 
members who serve: our elected officials and our Commander in Chief." No further explanation 
of these statements nor the alleged incompatibility was provided. 

What is clear from this letter, however, is the establishment of a new littnus test: if one disagrees 
with the President., that person is not welcome to participate in military activities. Holding 
private citizens to such a standard - one not even expected of senior military officials who are 
often asked to give their expert opinion to Congress - is incredibly di~oncerting. The chilling 
impact such 8 standard could have on the free speech of private citizens and those who serve in 
our armed forces - guaranteeing precisely these types of freedoms - cannot be allowed to stand. 

We respectfully ask for a reply to this letter, infonning us of the written or unwritten policies that 
led to the decision to rescind Dr. Perkins's invitation to participate in the Air Force's National 
Prayer Luncheon. Specifically, is it the policy of the Air Force and/or other branches of tile 
armed services to allow only those individuals who agree with the President on all matters of 
policy to participate in ministry events they host? 

Eric Cantor 
Member of Congress 

PRINTED ON RECVClED PAPER 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(202) 225-0600 

tZeongrt55 of tbt Wnittb ~tatt5 
J}oUS'e of lbpresentatibes 

January 21, 2011 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This letter will authorize the Honorable David Dreier, Chairman of the House 
Democracy Partnership (HDP), to lead a delegation to Kuwait, Iraq, Indonesia and 
Timor-Leste on official business during the approximate time period of February 18-27, 
2011. 

The main purpose of this trip is to renew partnerships with the legislatures of 
Indonesia and .Timor Leste in conjunction with the mission of the Commission. In Iraq, 
the delegation will meet with members of the national parliament and the national 
executive to assess the potential of a future program with the Council of Representatives. 
A crew rest stop is scheduled in Kuwait. . A.1i8t of authorized Members and staff will 
follow at a later date. Spouses of Members may travel at no cost to the government for 
protocol purposes only. . 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as 
well as Marine escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure 
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 

OSD 

I~I IIIIII~ 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 
(202) 225-{)600 

C!Congrc~~ of tbt Wnitcb ~tatcS' 
_ouse of !\epresentatibes 

February 9, 2011 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This is in further reference to my letter of January 21, 20 II, regarding Code! 
Dreier to Kuwait, Iraq, Indonesia and Timor-Leste on official business during the 
approximate time period of February 18-27, 2011. The following Members and staff are 
authorized to travel: 

The Honorable David Dreier (R-CA), Chairman, HDP 
The Honorable David Price (D-NC), Ranking Democratic Member. HDP 
The Honorable Lois Capps (D-CA) 
The Honorable Sam Farr (D-CA) 
The Honorable Jim McDennott (D-WA) 

The Honorable Brian Monahan, Attending Physician 
Mr. John Lis, Staff Director, HDP 
Ms. Rachael Leman, Policy Director, House Rules Committee 
Mr. Asher Hildebrand, PSM, House Committee on Appropriations 
Mr. Brad Smith, PSM, House Rules Committee 
Mr. Robert Lawrence, PSM. House Committee on Foreign Affairs 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely. 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 

A.BOEHNER 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

01110 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U,S, CAPITOL BUIWING 

WASIIINGTON, DC 20615 
(202) 225-0600 

«ongrtss of tbt Itntttb ~tateg' 
~Otuit of l\tpre,Umtatibt,U 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington. DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

February 4,2011 

This letter will authorize the Honorable Nancy Pelosi, Democratic Leader, to lead 
a delegation of Members and staff to Afghanistan and Italy during the approximate 
period of March 17-23~ 20n. 'The purpose ofthe trip is to assess the activities of US and 
coalition forces in Afghariistan and meet with Afghan govennnent leaders, diplomatic, 
aid and development personnel. key NATO partner& and others as appropriate. In Italy 
the delegation will meet with Italian government leaders to discuss bilateral ' and 
multilateral collaboration related to NATO'efforts in Afghanistan and other defense 
issues impacting international security. For protocOl puipOses only. spouses may travel at 
no cost to the government. A list of authorized travelers will follow at a later date. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation. to facilitate this mission, as 
well as Air Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure 
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, Q. 

cc: ' The Honorable Karen L. Haas, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 

OSD 

11~1~1~lnlll~111111 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(2021225-0600 

(!Congress of tfJe mntteb ~tates 
Jilo~t of ~tprt.utntatibtS' 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U;S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

February 14, 2011 

This letter will authorize the Honorable Michael Turner, to lead a delegation to 
Belgium during the approximate period of February 19-23, 2011. The purpose of this trip 
is to attend the winter meeting of the NATO Parliamentary Assembly. The following 
Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable Michael Turner (R-OH) 
The Honorable Mike Ross (D-AR)" . 
The Honorable Jefferson Miller (R-FL) . . -
The Honorable Gus Bilirakis (R-FL) 

Mr. Riley Moore, Professional Staff, House Committee on Foreign Affairs 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would ftunish such 
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as 
well as Air Force escort (Col Eric Mann). Authorization for the expenditure of funds for 
the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. l108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 2051 5 

(2021 225--0600 

([ongreS'S' of tf)e Wnltdl ~tateS' 
~oUS'e of lL\tpft9'entatibe9' 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

February 15, 2011 

Further to my letter of February 14, 2011, please amend the dates of the 
Honorable Michael Turner's Congressional Delegation to Belgium to the period of 
February 18 .. 23, 2011. Additionally, the following staff member has been added to the 
authorized traveler list: 

Mr. Doug Seay, Professional Staff, House Committee on Foreign Affairs 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

_...J.S...,.incerel
Y

, o. 
HN A. BOEHNER 

peaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



(£Dltgrrs5 of flJe 1Iillitri'l titatt5 
IDaslJingtun, iltl 20515 

Secretary Robert M. Gales 
Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

March 8, 2011 

With the recent passing of Frank W. Buckles of West Virginia, the last surviving American to 
have served during the Firsl World War. America has lost its final living connection to a war that 
saw our nation emerge as the world's preeminent defender of liberty nnd democratic values. 

Between 1916 and 1918. more than 116.000 Americans gave their lives - and an additional 
200.000 suffered injury - on the battlefields or Western Europe and on the high seas. The loss of 
Frank Buckles provides an opportunity for every American to pause and reflect on the sacrifices 
his entire generation made to secure the blessings offrccdom. 

To this end. we respectfully request. in addition to his intennent in Arlington Cemetery, that the 
remains of Corporal Frank Buckles, U.S. Army. August \9l7-January 1920. be allowed to lie in 
honor for a period of time in the cemetery's Memorial Amphitheater. 

On November 11. 1921. at a ceremony marking the burial of the Unkno'wn Soldier from the First · 
World War, President Warren G. Harding said, "Standing today on hallowed ground, conscious . 
that all America ha~ halted to share in the tribute of heart and mind and BOullo this feUow
American, and knowing that the world is noting this expression of the republic 's mindfulness, it 
is fitting to say that his sacrifice, and that ofmiIlions dead, shall not be in vain." 

like the Unknovm Soldier buried that day in 1921, Prank Buckles answered the call of duty to 
defend his country. He loved America and was assured of its ultimate victory. His contributions 
and sacrifice on behalf of the Republic mark him a.<; true patriot worthy of the hallowed grounds 
of Arlington. 

John A. Boehner 
Speaker of the House 

SincereJy, 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.s. CAPITOL BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

i202) 225-0600 

((ongres5 of tbe Wntttb ~tatts 
_ou~e of l\.epre~enta:tibeg 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 2030 I 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

March 16, 2011 

I am writing to infonn you of my intention to lead a delegation of Members and staff~ Iraq, 
Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Germany during the approximate period of April 15-21, 2q 11. The 
purpose of the trip is to conduct oversight, including meetings with members of the military, civilian 
agencies, and foreign officials, to assess ongoing U.S. strategies in Afghanistan, Iraq, and Pakistan. In 
addition, the delegation will also visit wounded warriors and medical facilities in Gennany. The 
following Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable John A. Boehner, Speaker of the House 
The Honorable Dan Boren (D-OK) 
The Honorable Mac Thornberry (R-TX) 
The Honorable K. Michael Conaway (R-TX) 
The Honorable Thomas J. Rooney (R-FL) 
The Honorable Joseph J. Heck (R-NV) 

Mr. Barry Jackson, Chief of Staff to the Speaker 
Mr. Kevin Smith, Communications Director, Office of the Speaker 
Ms. Jennifer Stewart, National Security Advisor, Office of the Speaker 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance as is necessary, 
including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as two Marine military escorts and 
military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the actual and necessary 
expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U .S.C. 1108(g). 

Please also note that it is requested that CENTCOM allocate box dates in Iraq on A~ 16 and 17 
(RON in Baghdad April 16), and box dates in Afghanistan on April IS, 19, and 20 (RON in Kabul on 
April 18 and 19) for the entire 12 member delegation. 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas, 

111111 I 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILDINO 
WASHINGTON. DC 20515 

(202) 225-0600 

QCongrt55 of tbt Wnlte)) ~tate5 
~ouse of ~eprestlltattbeg 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

March 16, 2011 

This is in further reference to my letter of February 4, 2011 regarding Codel Pelosi to 
Afghanistan and Italy during the approximate period of March 17-23,2011. The 
following Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), Democratic Leader, and Mr. Paul Pelosi 
The Honorablelohn Mica (R-FL) and Mrs. Pat Mica 
llte Honorable Rosa DeLauro. (D-CT) 
The Honorable Leonard Boswell (D'-IA) 
The Honorable Bill Pascrell, Jri (D-NJ) 

The Honorable Wilson Livingood, House Sergeant at Anns 
The Honorable Brian Monahan, Attending Physician 
Mr. John Lawrence, Chief of Staff to the Democratic Leader 
Mr. John Coon, Chief of Staff, Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure 
Ms. Bridget Fallon, Protocol Director to the Democratic Leader 
Mr. Nadeem Elshami, Communications Director to the Democratic Leader 
Ms. Kate Knudson, Executive Assistant to the Democratic Leader 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas,. Clerk '. 
U.S .. House of Representatives 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFfiCE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(202f 225-0600 

~ongrtss ot tbt Wnittb ~tatt5 
j$ouse of !\tpttsentatibes 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

-' 

March 29, 2011 

This letter will authorize Mr. George Rogers, Assistant to the Speaker for Policy. to 
travel with Staffdel Cimino (authorized by the Committee on Financial Services) to 
Singapore, Vietnam, and Hong Kong during the approximate period of April 15-23, 
2011. The purpose of the trip is to obtain infonnation on developments in an important 
emerging financial market. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance as is 
necessary, including groWld transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Navy 
escort. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the actual and necessary expenses 
should be made pursuantto 31 U.S.C. l108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, () ~ __ 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas, Clerk 
u.s. House of Representatives 

, . . -". . ' . 

1111~111 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(2021225-0600 

f!Congre$i$i of tbe Itnittb !$tattg 
~Ou5t of llrpl"tS'rntatibeS' 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
.Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mi~-Secretary: 

April 1, 2011 

This is in further reference to my letter of March 16,2011 regarding my upcoming 
congressional delegation. Please note that we will no longer be traveling to Germany, but 
will travel to Belgium instead. The purpose of the visit to Mons, Belgium is to meet with 
Supreme Allied Commander Europe to discuss NATO contributions to Operation 
Enduring Freedom and ongoing operations in North Africa. 

Please also note that Mr. James Gottshall, U.S. Department of State Diplomatic Security, 
has been invited to travel with the delegation. ' 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. H , Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 

,', . 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFfiCE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILOING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(202) 225--{)600 

(!Congrcss of tuc Wnittb ,j,tatts 
AloUSt of l\tprtgmtatibtg 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

April 1, 2011 

This letter will authorize the Honorable Michael Turner, Chainnan of the NATO PA, to 
lead a delegation to Bulgaria during the approximate period of May 26-30,2011. The 
purpose of this trip is to attend the Spring meeting of the NATO Parliamentary 
Assembly. For protocol purposes only, spouses may travel with the delegation at no cost 
to the government. A list of authorized Members and staffwill follow at a later date. 

It would be appreciated ifthe Department of Defense would furnish such assistance as is 
necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Air Force 
escort. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the actual and necessary expenses 
should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g) . 

. Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. H , Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 

, . . 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OffiCE: 
OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 
(202) 225-0600 

([ongrr55 of tbr Wnittb ~tatt5 
_OU$C of !\epre$cntatibt$ 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington. DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secre~: 

April 12, 2011 

This letter will authorize the Honorable Steny Hoyer (D-MD). Democratic Whip, Mr. 
John Hughes. Senior Policy Advisor to the Democratic Whip. and Mr. David Stewart. 
Senior Policy Advisor to the Speaker. to travel with Codel Camp (authorized by the 
Committee on Ways and Means) to Colombia during the approximate period of April 18-
20,2011. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance as is 
necessary. including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission. as well as Air Force 
escort. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the actual and necessary expenses. 
should be made pursuant to 31 U.s.C. l108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

I 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas, Clerk 
U.S. Hotllse of Representatives 

IIII~ I 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFfICE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILDING 

WASHINGTON. DC 20615 
(2021226-<)6(lO 

~ongr~~ of tlje Ilntttb .. tatts 
.0000t of )1qJnl'mtatibu 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington., DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

Aprll20, 2011 

This letter will authorize the Honorable Nancy Pelosi. Democtatic Leader, to lead a delegation ofMembcrs 
and staff to Iraq, Qatar. and Israel during the approximate period of May 5-10,2011. The purpose of the 
trip is to assess the activities of US and coalition forces aod the implementation of the Status of Forces 
A&reement (SOFA) in Iraq. In Qatar and Israel, the delegation will meet with foreign government leaders 
and. U.S. military and ciVlliao officials to discuss bilateral and multilateral collaboration related to the 
Middle East peace process; operations in South Asia, the Middle East. and North Africa; regional political 
and social transition; and counterterrorism and counter proliferation. For protocol purposes oo1y. spouses 
may travel at DO cost to the government. The following Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi (D-CA). Demoerati.c Leader 
The Honorable Roscoe Bartlett (R-MD) 
The Honorable George Miller (D-CA) 
The Honorable Nick Raball (D-WV) 
The Honorable A1ma Eshoo (D-CA) 
The Honorable Carolyn Maloney (D-NY) 

Mr. John Lawrence. Chief of Staff w the Democratic Leader 
Ms. Reva Price, Office of the Democratic Leader 

- Ms. Stacy Kerr; OfilCe of the Democratic Leader 
Ms. Bridget Fallon, Offi6e ofthe~1kLeadet! .. . . , ., . - ' -

Mr. Andrew HammilL. Office of the Democratic Leader 

It would be appreciated if the Department ofDefeose would furnish sucbassistance 88 is necessary, 
including ground transportation. to facilitate this mission,. as well as Air Force escort and military air 
transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be 
madepursuaotto 31US.C:li08(g).· . - , -

Thank you in advance for your ptOqrt lIttention to- tOOi matter. 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas. Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



JOHN A. BOEHNER 
OHIO 

SPEAKER 

qcongrt5f> of tbt Ilntttb ~tatt5 
"OU~t of l\eprt~ttltatib~ 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

May 20, 2011 

WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20516 
(2021225-0600 

This is in further reference to my letter of April 1, 2011, regarding Codel Turner to 
Bulgaria during the approximate period of May 26-30,2011. Please note that Germany 
has been added to the itinerary and the trip will return to Washington on May 31, 2011. 
The following Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable Mike Turner (R-OH), Chairman, US Delegation to the NATO PA 
and Mrs. Lori Turner 
The Honorable Mike Ross (D-AR) and Mrs. Holly Ross 
The Honorable Jo'Ami Emers()n (R-MO) and Mr. Ron Gladney 
The Honotabie JerfMiIler (R;.FL) and Mrs. Vicki Miller 
The Honorable Ben Chandler (D-KY) 
The Honorable Joe Wilson (R-SC) and Mrs. Roxanne Wilson 
The Honorable Carolyn McCarthy CD-NY) 

Mr. Riley Moore, Secretary, US Delegation to the NATO PA 
Mr. Greg McCarthy, PSM. House Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Mr. David Fite, PSM, House Committee on Foreign Affairs 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

cc: 

Sincerely, 

.~ . " , ; : . ' . 
.. ~B~~ 

The Honorabi~ Karen 1. Haas, Cierk 
U.S. HoUse ofRepresentatlves 

. . OSD ........... ... 

rl~lln~llllllrlll 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILDING 
WASHINGTON. DC 20515 

1202) 225--0600 

((ongress of tf)e l1nittb ~tate5 
~ou'ut of l\tprt,Uentatibe,U 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

May 24, 2011 

This is in further reference to my letter of April 29, 2011 regarding Codel Dreier (HDP) 
to Georgia, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia. and Ukraine on official business during the 
approximate time period of June 4-13, 2011. The following Members and staff are 
authorized to travel: 

The Honorable David Dreier (R-CA), Chairman, HDP 
The Honorable David Price (D-NC), Ranking Member, HDP 
The Honorable Brad Miller (D-NC) 
The Honorable Susan Davis (D-CA) 

Mr. John Lis, Staff Director, HDP 
Ms. Rachael Leman, PSM, House Rules Committee 
Mr. Asher Hildebrand. House Appropriations Committee 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 

OSD 06701-11 
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JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 
(202) 225-(l600 

(!Congress of tbe Wntttb ~tatt5 
~O~t ot !\tprtitntattbti 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

May 25,2011 

_ . .. _- ---- ---
Dear M{. Secretary: 

This is in further reference to my letter of May 20,2011, regarding Codel Turner to 
Bulgaria and Germany during the approximate period of May 26-31, 2011. Please note 
that Luxembourg has been added to the itinerary and Dr. Wil Peralta, USN, will travel 
with the delegation. 

Thank. you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~,Q.~ 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. H • Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 

OSD 06705-11 
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JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILDING 
WASHINGTON. DC 20515 

(202) 225--0600 

flCongre55 of tbe Ilnlteb ~tate5 
~Ou.5t of lltprr~tntatibt~ 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

June 3, 2011 

This letter will authorize the Honorable Cliff Steams, Chairman of the Transatlantic 
Legislator's Dialogue (TLD), to lead a delegation of Members and staff to Belgium and 
Hungary during the aIfroximate period of June 28 - July 2, 2011. The purpose of the 
trip is to attend the 70 meeting of the Transatlantic Legislators' Dialogue (TLD). For 
protocol purposes only, spouses of Members may travel at no cost to the government. A 
list of authorized travelers will follow at a later date. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance as is 
necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Air Force 
escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the 
actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 11 08{g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

sincerelM __ ---_ 
John A. Boehner 

cc: The Honorable n L. Haas, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U,S, CAPITOL BUilDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(202] 225--0600 

((Congre55 of tbe Ilntteb ~tate5 
1$oll9'r of l\tprr~tntatibrs: 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
u.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

April 29, 2011 

This letter will authorize the Honorable David Dreier, Chainnan of the House Democracy 
Partnership (HDP), to lead a delegation to Georgia, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, and Ukraine 
on official business during the approximate time period of June 4-13,2011. 

The main purpose of this trip is to renew partnerships with the legislatures of Georgia, 
Ukraine, and Mongolia in conjunction with the mission of the Commission. In 
Kyrgyzstan, the delegation will meet with members of the national parliament and the 
national executive to assess the potential of a future program with the Jogorku Kengesh. 
A list of authorized Members and staff will follow at a later date. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance as is 
necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Marine 
escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the 
actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~BE~ 
cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas, Clerk 

U.S. House of Representatives 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(2021225-0600 

((ongrt55 of tbr Wntteb ~tatt5 
"OU~t of l\rprr~tntattbtg 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

April 28. 2011 

This letter will authorize Mr. John Lawrence, Chief of Staff to the Democratic Leader, to 
travel with Codel Hall (authorized by the Committee on Science. Space and Technology) 
to Florida on April 29, 2011. The purpose of this trip is to attend NASA's STS-134 
launch. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance as is 
necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Air Force 
escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the 
actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. l108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

John A. Boehner 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 

OSO 07454-11 
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JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(202) 225-0600 

((ongreS's of tbe Itniteb ~tate5 
l}OUSft of l\tptt~tntattbe~ 

May 4, 2011 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This is in further reference to my letter of April 20, 2011 regarding Codel Pelosi to Iraq, Qatar, and Israel during the 
approximate period of May S-10, 2011. The following Members and staffare authorized to travel: 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), Democratic Leader and Mr. Paul Pelosi 
The Honorable Roscoe Bartlett (R-MD) and Mrs. Ellen Bartlett 
The Honorable George Miller (D-CA) 
The Honorable Nick Rahall (D-WV) 
The Honorable Anna Eshoo (D-CA) 
The Honorable Carolyn Maloney (D-NY) 
The Honorable Edward Markey (D-MA) and Dr. Susan Blumenthall 
The Honorable Steve Israel (D-NY) 
The Honorable Cedric Richmond (D-LA) 

The Honorable Brian Monahan., Attending Physician 
Mr. John Lawrence, Chief of Staff to the Democratic Leader 
Ms. Reva Price, Office of the Democratic Leader 
Ms. Stacy Kerr, Office of the Democratic Leader 
Ms. Bridget Fallon, Office of the Democratic Leader 
Mr. Andrew Hammill, Office of the Democratic Leader 
Mr. Alston Richardson, DSS Agent (State Department Orders) 

Per the request of the Office of the Secretary of Defense, I am including the information that the Democratic Leader 
has made the following requests directly to the Office of the Secretary of Defense: 

• allowing nine Members of Congress to travel into Iraq; and 
• supporting the mission with a second augmented crew. 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 

Sincerely, . nl1. __ f ' , . 
l!.J~ 

OSD 07456-11 
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JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON O~FICE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(202) 225-{)600 

([ongrtS'S' of tbe Wntttb ~tattS' 
~Ou5t of !\tprt5tntatibt5 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary . 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

May 12.2011 

This letter will authorize the Honorable Kevin McCarthy, Majority Whip, to lead a 
delegation of Members and staff to Poland, Hungary, Germany, the Czech Republic, and 
the United Kingdom during the approximate period of June 25 - July 4, 20 II. The 
purpose of the trip is to meet with government officials to discuss issues of mutual 
interest, including foreign affairs, international trade, and our global economy. For 
protocol purposes only, spouses may travel at no cost to the government to participate in 
official events in each country. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance as is 
necessary. including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Air Force 
escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the 
actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S. C. II 08(g). 

Thank. you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(202f 22!HJ600 

((ongrtt)t) of tbt Wnittll ~tatt~ 
1!)otts:r of l\rprrSmtatibt~ 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

May 16.2011 

This letter will authorize Ms. Jennifer Stewart, Assistant to the Speaker for Policy, to 
travel with Codel Thornberry (authorized by the House Anned Services Committee) to 
Afghanistan, UAE, Estonia, Germany and Belgium during the approximate period of 
May 26-30, 2011. The purpose of the trip is to review ongoing overseas contingency 
operations, special operations, and cyber activities. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance as is 
necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Army 
escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the 
actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.s.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas. Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives .. 



HOWARD P. "BUCK" McKEON, CALIFORNIA, CHAIRMAN 
ROSCOE G. BARTLETT. MARYLAND 
MAC THORNBERRY, TEXAS 
WALTER B. JONES, NORTH CAROLINA 
W. TODD AKIN, MISSOURI 
J RANDY FORBES, VIRGINIA 
JEFF MILLER, FLORIDA 
JOE WILS(lN, SOUTH CAROLINA 
FRANK A. LoBIDNDO, NEW JERSEY 
MICHAEL TURNER, OHIO 
JOHN KLINE, MINNESOTA 
MIKE ROGERS, ALABAMA 
TRENT FRANKS, ARIZONA 
BILL SHUSTER. PENNSYLVANIA 
K. MICHAEL CONAWAY, TEXAS 
DOUG LAMBORN, COLORADO 

COMMI'ITEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

it.~. 1!}OU5t of !\rprt5tntahbt5 
'mlasbington. jbQC 20515-6035 

ROB WITTMAN, VIRGINIA 
OUNCAN HUNTER, CALIFORNIA 
JOHN C. FLEMING, M.O .. LOUISIANA 
MIKE COFFMAN, COLORADO 
TOM ROONEY. FLORIDA 
TODD RUSSELL PLATTS, PENNSYLVANIA 
SCOTT RIGELL, VIRGINIA 
CHRIS GIBS(lN. NEW YORK 
VICKY HARlZLER. MISS(lURI 
JOE HECK. NEVADA 
BOBBY SCHILLING. ILLINOIS 
JON RUNYAN, NEW JERSEY 
AUSTIN SCOTT. GEORGIA 
TIM GRIFRN, ARKANSAS 
STEVEN PALAZZO. MISSISSIPPI 
ALLEN B. WEST, FLORIDA 
MARTHA ROBY, ALABAMA 
MO BROOKS, ALABAMA 
TODD YOUNG. INDIANA 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ONE HUNDRED TWELFTH CONGRESS 

June 9,2011 

ADAM SMITH. WASHINGTON 
SILVESTRE REYES, TEXAS 
LORETTA SANCHEZ. CALIFORNIA 
MIKE MciNTYRE. NORTH CAROLINA 
ROBERT A. BRADY, PENNSVLVANIA 
ROBERT ANDREWS, NEW JERSEY 
SUSAN A . DAVIS. CALIFORNIA 
JAMES R. LANGEVIN, RHODE ISLAND 
RICK LARSEN, WASHINGTON 
JIM COOPER. TENNESSEE 
MADELEINE Z. BDRDALLO, GUAM 
JOE COURTNEY, CONNECTICUT 
DAVE LOEBSACK. IOWA 
GABRIELLE GIFFOROS. ARIZONA 
NIKI TSONGAS, MASSACHUSETTS 
CHELLIE PINGREE. MAINE 
LARRY KISSELL. NORTH CAROLINA 
MARTIN HEINRICH, NEW MEXICO 
SILL OWENS. NEW YORK 
JOHN R. GARAMENDI. CALIFORNIA 
MARK S. CRITZ, PENNSYLVANIA 
TIM RYAN. OHIO 
C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER. MARVLAND 
HANK JOHNSON. GEORGIA 
KATIlY CASTOR. FLORIDA 
BETTY SUTTON. OHIO 
COLLEEN HANABUSA, HAWAII 

ROBERT L. SIMMONS. II. STAFF DIRECTOR 

This letter is to authorize Christopher Bright, Professional Staff Member, and Brian 
Garrett, Professional Staff Member, to travel on official business to Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, on 
or about June 13,2011. They will be travelling with Senator Risch as part of the Congressional 
Delegation tour that has been arranged to visit the detention facility at Guantanamo and to be 
briefed on its operations. 

Per diem expenses are not to exceed the rate established by the General Services 
Administration or, if applicable, the rate specified for High Cost Geographical Areas, 
transportation costs, and other travel-related expenses are authorized and shall be paid from 
appropriations available in accordance with provisions of Public Law 83-207 (31 U.S.C. 
1l08(g»). 

It would be appreciated if your staff would make whatever arrangements may be 
necessary for this travel. 

~/~~ 
HPM:lh· 

oward P. "Buck" McKeon 
Chainnan 

I III 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(202) 225-0600 

tCongrc55 of tbc mnttd) ~tatt5 
"ouse of l\tpresentatibe~ 

July 18, 2011 

The Honorable Leon Panetta 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This letter will authorize the Honorable David Dreier, Chairman of the House Democracy 
Partnership (HOP), to lead a delegation to Haiti and the Dominican Republic on official business 
during the approximate time period of July 29-30, 2011. The main purpose of this trip is to renew 
partnerships with the Haitian legislature in conjunction with the mission of the Commission. The 
following Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable David Dreier (R-CA) 
The Honorable David Price (D-NC) 
The Honorable Lois Capps (D-CA) 
The Honorable Mario Diaz-Balart (R-FL) 
The Honorable Susan Davis (D-CA) 
The Honorable Gwen Moore (D-Wn 
Mr. John Lis, Staff Director, HOP 
Ms. Rachael Leman, Professional Staff, House Rules Committee 
Mr. Asher Hildebrand, Office of Representative Price 
Mr. Brad Smith, Professional Staff, House Rules Committee 
Mr. Robert Lawrence, Professional Staff, House Committee on Foreign Affairs 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance as is 
necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Marine escort and 
military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the actual and 
necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

r.~ 
cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas, . 

U.S. HouseofRepre~tatives 

1111 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUII.DING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 
1202) 225-0600 

((ongreS'S' of tbe mtnJteb ~tattS' 
~otu)t of l\tpttStntatibeS 

June 21, 2011 

The Honorable Robe, M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This is in further refJenceto my letter of May 12,2011, regarding Codel McCarthy to Poland, Hungary, 
Gennany, the Czech"~epublic, and the United Kingdom during the approximate period of June 25 - July 5, 
2011. The purpose of the trip is to meet with government officials to discuss issues of mutual interest, 
including foreign affairs, international trade, and our global economy. The following Members and staff 
are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable Kevin McCarthy (R-CA), Majority Whip, and Mrs. Judy McCarthy 
The Honor~le Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R-FL) and Mr. Dexter Lehtinen 
The Honorable Karen Bass (D-CA) 
The Honorable Elton Gallegly (R-CA) and Mrs. Janice Gallegly 
The Honorable Greg Walden (R-OR) and Mrs. Mylene Walden 
The Honorable Mac Thornberry (R-TX) and Mrs. Sally Thornberry 
The Honorable Lynn Westmoreland (R-GA) and Mrs. Joan Westmoreland 
The Honorable Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV) and Mr. Charles Capito, Jr. 
The Honorable Steve Scalise (R-LA) and Mrs. Jennifer Scalise 
The Honorable Aaron Schock (R-IL) 

i 

Ms. Natalie ~uchanan, Office of the Majority Whip 
Ms. Janice Robinson, Office of Interparliamentary Affairs 
Ms. Emily Henehan Murry, Office of the Majority Whip 
Mr. Riley Moore, PSM, House Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Mr. John Stipicevic, Office of the Majority Whip 
Ms. Kristin Thomson, Office of the Majority Whip 

Dr. Rachel Jmacorta, USA (Anny orders) 
Mr. Steve Mtller, DSS (State Department orders) 

! 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 
, 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas, u:s. House tfRepresentatives 

Sincerely, 

o.~ 

I~II 



JOHN A, BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U,S, CAPITOL BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(202) 225-0600 

((ongress of tbe l1niteb ~tatc5 
~om~e of !\epttsentatibes 

I 

The Honorable R~bert M. Gates 
Secretary : 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secremr: 

June 23, 2011 

This is in further kference to my letter of June 3,2011 regarding Codel Steams to 
Belgium and Hungary during the approximate period of June 28 -July 2,2011. The 
purpose of the tri* is to attend the 70th meeting of the Transatlantic Legislators' Dialogue 
(TLD). The following Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

I , 

The Honorable Cliff Steams (R-FL) and Mrs. Joan Steams 
The Honotable Loretta Sanchez (D-CA) 
The Honorable Ed Whitfield (R-KY) and Mrs. Connie Harriman Whitfield 
The Honorable Jim Costa (D-CA) 
The Honorable Sheila Jackson Lee (D-TX) 
The Honotable Vern Buchanan (R-FL) and Mrs. Sandy Buchanan 

I 

The Honorable Brian Bilbray (R-CA) and Mrs. Karen Bilbray 
I 

Ms. Sarahl Blocher, PSM, HF AC 
Mr. Ed Rice, PSM, HFAC 
Ms. Jean Carroll, Dk of Cmte. Ops, HF AC 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely. 

~l~~ 
cc: The Honofable Karen L. Haas, Clerk 

U.S. Ho,e of Representatives . 

I 

• • 1 
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JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 
(202) 225-<l600 

((ongre5'5' of tbe Wniteb ~tatt5 
;!}oUUe of lS.epre~entatibtg 

The Honorable Uon Panetta 
Secretary . 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 2030 I 

June 29, 2011 

Dear Mr. secrei: . 
This is in further reference to my letter of June 23, 2011 regarding Codel Stearns to 
Belgium and Hungary during the approximate period of June 28 - July 2, 20 II. The 
purpose of the trip is to attend the 70th meeting of the Transatlantic Legislators' Dialogue 
(TLD). Please nqte that in addition to the previously authorized travelers, Mr. Stefan 
Whitney. Political Officer at U.S. Embassy Brussels, is authorized to travel with the 
delegation from Ifelgium to Hungary. 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas, Clerk 

U.S. House of Representatives 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

QCongresl) of tbe Wniteb ~tates 
J)ou~r of l\rprr~rntatibr~ 

The Honorable Leon Panetta 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

August 2,2011 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(2021 225-{)600 

I am writing to infonn you of my intention to lead (or designate a lead), three delegations 
of Members and staff to Shanksville, Pennsylvania, New York, New York, and 
Arlington, Virginia during the approximate period of September 10-11. 2011. The 
purpose of the trips is to attend official ceremonies in conjunction with the observance 
and recognition of the 10th anniversary of the tragic events of September 11, 2001. A list 
of .authorized Members and staff will follow at a later date. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance as is 
necessary, including ground transportation and Air Force escort, to facilitate this mission. 
Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should 
be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas. Clerk 
U. S. House of Representatives 

o. 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 
(202)225-0600 

«ongrt55 of tbt Itnittb ~tatt5 
Jttous:t of l\tpr~tntatibt5' 

The Honorable Leon Panetta 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: I 

September 8,2011 

This is in further ref~rence to my letter of August 2, 2011 regarding the two delegations 
of Members and statIto Shanksville, Pennsylvania, and New York, New York, during 
the approximate period of September 10-11, 2011. 

The following Members and staff are authorized to travel to Shanksville, Pennsylvania on 
September 10, 2011: 

The Honorable David Dreier (R-CA) 
The Honorable Sam Farr (D-CA) 
The Honorable Doc Hastings (R-W A) 
The Honorable Blake Farenthold (R-TX) and Mrs. Debbie Farenthold 

Father Patrick Conroy, Chaplain of the House 
Mr. Ted Daniel, Office of the Sergeant at Anns 
Mr. Trevor Kolego, Office of the Speaker 
Ms. Marybeth Carozza, Office of Rep. Steve Stivers (R-OH) 

The following Members and staff are authorized to travel between Penn Station and 
Ground Zero in New York on September 11, 2011: 

The HonoraJle Charles B. Rangel CD-NY) 
The Honoratile Joseph Crowley (D-NY) 
The Honorable Eliot Engel (D-NY) 
The Honorable Gregory Meeks (D-NY) 
The Honorable James Himes (D-CT) 
The Honorable Nydia Velazquez (D-NY) 
The Honorable Jose Serrano (D-NY) 

The Honorable Wilson Livingood, House Sergeant at Arms 
Mr. Don Kellaher. Deputy Sergeant at Anns 

111111111 1 



Mr. Robert Fitzpatrick, Office of the Sergeant at Arms 
Mr. Jack DeWolfe. Office of the Sergeant at Arms 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely. 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. , Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(202) 225-0600 

([ongres5 of tbe I1nlteb ~tates 
~o~r of lS.tptt~tntatibeg 

The Honorable Leon Panetta 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

September 13~ 2011 

Dear Mr. Secretary: I 

This letter will authorize the Honorable Michael Turner, Chairman of the NATO PA, to 
lead a delegation to Romania during the approximate period of October 6-10, 2011. The 
purpose of this trip ~s to attend the Fall meeting of the NATO Parliamentary Assembly. 
For protocol purposes only, spouses may travel with the delegation at no cost to the 
government. A list pf authorized Members and staffwill follow at a later date. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance as is 
necessary, including ground transportation. to facilitate this mission, as well as Air Force 
escort. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the actual and necessary expenses 
should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 
[202) 225-0600 

ctCongre55 of tbe Wntteb ~tate5 
"ou5Je~tt!~'!S~~Hf~tibe5 

I 
The Honorable Leon P~etta 
Secretary I 

U.S. Department of Defense 
Washlngton, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This letter win authorize the Honorable David Dreier, Chairman of the House Democracy Partnership 
(HOP), to lead a dele:g1·~.n of Members and staff to Tunisia, Egypt, Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq, and Ireland on 
official business during e approximate time period of September 24 - October 3, 2011. 

The main purpose of " trip is to conduct training in furtherance of the HOP program in Lebanon, initiate 
a program in Iraq, and ~nduct meetings with key leaders in democracy-building efforts in each country. 
The following Members! and staff are authorized to travel: 

I , 
The Honorable David Dreier (R-CA), Chairman 
The HonorablejDavid Price (D-NC) 
The Honorable! Jim McDermott (D-W A) 
The HonorablelGwen Moore (D-WI) 
The Honorable: Keith Ellison (D-MN) 

I 
Mr. John Lis, $taffDirector, HDP 
Ms. Rachael Leman, Professional Staff, House Rules Committee 
Mr. Brad Smi$l, Professional Staff, House Rules Committee . 
Mr. Asher Hi! brand, Legislative Director to Rep. Price 
Mr. Robert La ence, Professional Staff, RCF A 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance as is necessary, 
including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Marine escort and military air 
transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be 
made pursuantto 31 U.S.C. l108(g). 

Thank you in advance ftf your prompt attention to this matter. 

I ' . cerely, 
, 

cc: The Honorablel Karen L. Haas, Clerk 
U.S. House of ~presentatives 

! 

OSD 11632-11 
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JOHN A BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 
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SPEAKER 
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WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(202) 225--0600 

([ongrtss of tbt mniteb ~tate5 
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The Honorable Leon Panetta 
Secretary 
U.S. Deparbnent of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This letter will authorize the Honorable David Dreier, Chainnan of the House Democracy Partnership 
(HOP), to lead a delegation of Members and staff to Haiti on official business during the approximate time 
period October 10, 2011. 

The main purpose of this trip is to conduct training and meetings with government officials in conjunction 
with the mission of the Partnership. The following Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable David Dreier (R-CA), Chairman 
The Honorable David Price (D-NC) 
The Honorable Donald Payne (D-NJ) 
The Honorable Lois Capps (D-CA) 
The Honorable Rush Holt NJWI) 
The Honorable Susan Davis (D-CA) 

Mr. John Lis, Staff Director, HDP 
Ms. Rachael Leman, Professional Staff, House Rules Committee 
Mr. Brad Smith, Professional Staff, House Rules Committee 
:Mr. Asher Hildebrand, Legislative Director to Rep. Price 
Mr. Robert Lawrence, Professional Staff, HCF A 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance as is necessary, 
including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Marine escort and military air 
transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be 
made pursuant to 31 U .S.C. 11 08(g). 

Thank you, in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 

I~II~IIIIIII 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 
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SPEAKER 
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WASHINGTON, DC 20515 
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The Honorable Leon Panetta 
Secretary I 

U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

October 3, 2011 

This is in further reference to my letter of September 13,2011 regarding Codel Turner, 
Chainnan of the NATO P A, to Romania. The following Members and staff are 
authorized to travel: 

The Honorable Mike Turner (R-OH) and Ms. Jessica Turner (adult daughter) 
The Honorable Mike Ross (D-AR) and Mrs. Holly Ross 
The Honorable Jeff Miller (R-FL) and Mrs. Vicki Miller 
The Honorable Jo Ann Emerson (R-MO) 
The Honorable Gus Bilirakis (R-FL) 
The Honorable David Scott (D-GA) and Mrs. Alfredia Scott 
The Honorable Carolyn McCarthy (D-NY) 

Mr. Riley Moore, Secretary; NATO PA Delegation 
Ms. Janice Robinson, Director, Office of Interparliamentary Affairs 
Mr. David Fite, PSM, House Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Mr. Tim Morrison, PSM. House Armed Services Committee 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 
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SPEAKER 
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WASHINGTON, DC 20515 
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The Honorable Leon Panetta 
Secretary 
U.s. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

October 4, 2011 

This is in further reference to my letter of October 3,2011 regarding Codel Turner, 
Chainnan of the NATO P A, to Romania. The following Members and staff are 
authorized to travel: 

The Honorable Mike Turner (R-OH) and Ms. Jessica Turner (adult daughter) 
The Honorable Mike Ross (D-AR) and Mrs. Holly Ross 
The Honorable Jeff Miller (R-FL) and Mrs. Vicki Miller 
The Honorable Jo Ann Emerson (R-MO) 
The Honorable David Scott (D-GA) and Mrs. Alfredia Scott 
The Honorable Carolyn McCarthy (D-NY) 

Mr. Riley Moore, Secretary, NATO PA Delegation 
Ms. Janice Robinson, Director, Office of Interparliamentary Affairs 
Mr. David Fite, PSM, House Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Mr. Tim Morrison, PSM, House Anned Services Committee 
Mr. Greg McCarthy. PSM, House Committee on Foreign Affairs 

You will note that Congressman Gus Bilirakis is no longer traveling and that Mr. Greg 
McCarthy has been added to the trip. 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

John A. Boehner 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas. Clerk 

III~ 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 
(2021225-0600 

(!Congress of tbe itniteb ~tate5 
_OUSt of l\cprtStntattbc5 

October 5. 2011 

The Honorable Leon Panetta 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This is in further reference to my letter of September 20, 2011 regarding Codel Dreier to Haiti on 
official business during the approximate time period October 10, 2011, 

The main purpose of this trip is to conduct training and meetings with goveniment officials in 
conjunction with the mission of the Partnership. The following revised list of Members and staff 
are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable David Dreier (R-CA), Chairman 
The Honorable Lois Capps (D-CA) 
The Honorable Susan Davis (D-CA) 
The Honorable Donald Payne (D-NJ) 
The Honorable Maxine Waters (D-CA) 
The Honorable Donna Christensen (D-Vn 
The Honorable Adam Schiff (D-CA) 
The Honorable Gwen Moore (D-WI) 

Mr. John Lis, Staff Director, HDP 
Mr. Barry Jackson, Chief of Staff to the Speaker 
Ms. Rachael Leman. Professional Staff, House Rules Committee 
Mr. Asher Hildebrand, Legislative Director to Rep. Price 
Mr. Robert Lawrence, Professional Staff, HCF A 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 

OSD 12413-11 
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The Honorable Leon Panetta 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

October 6, 20 II 

This is in further reference to my letter of September 20, 20 II regarding Codel Dreier to Haiti on 
official business during the approximate time period October 10, 2011. . 

I would like to add The Honorable Mazie Hirono (D-HI) and The Honorable Brian Monahan, 
Attending Physician, to the list of members and staff authorized to travel. 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas, Clerk 
U.S. House of Represen~tives . 
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SPEAKER 
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October 6.2011 

The Honorable Leon Panetta 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington. DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This letter will authorize the Honorable David Dreier. Chainnan of the House Democracy 
Partnership (HDP). to lead a delegation to Peru, Columbia, EI Salvador. Guatemala, and 
Panama on official business during the approximate time period of November 4-14,2011. 

The main purpose of this trip is to conduct training in furtherance of the Commission's 
program in Peru. to conduct a preliminary assessment of the feasibility of programs in EI 
Salvador and Guatemala, and to meet with government officials and business leaders in 
Colombia and Panama. A list of authorized Members and staff will follow at a later date. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance as is 
necessary, including ground transportation. to facilitate this mission, as well as Marine 
escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the 
actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your promp~ attentio,nto this matter . 

cc: 

. . lohnIA. Boehner 

The Honorable Karen L. Haas, Clerk · 
U.S. House ofRepr~sentatives " " 

OSD 12417 
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H-232 U.S. CAPITOL 6UILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(202) 225-0600 

((ongrr55 of tbr lf1nittb ~tatr5 
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October 14,2011 

The Honorable Leon Panetta 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This letter will authorize Ms. Jennifer Stewart, Assistant to the Speaker for Policy, to 
travel with Codel Frelinghuysen (authorized by the Committee on Appropriations) to 
Oman, Afghanistan. Egypt, and the United Kingdom during the approximate time period 
of November 4-12,2011. The purpose of this trip is to review ongoing operations in 
support of Operation Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan and Operation Odyssey Dawn. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance as is 
necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Army 
escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the 
actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g): 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 

OSD 12613-11 
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JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(2021 225-0600 

The Honorable Leon Panetta 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

([ongre55 of tue Wnittb ,j,tatts 
~ougt of l\turt.~tntatibt5' 

October 31,2011 

This is in further reference to my letter of October 6, 2011 regarding Codel Dreier to Peru. Colombia, EI 
Salvador, Guatemala, and Panama on official business during the approximate time period of November 4-
14, 2011. The following Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable David Dreier (R-CA) 
The Honorable Sam Farr (D-CA) 
The Honorable Jeff Fortenberry (R-NE) 
The Honorable Susan Davis (D-CA) 
The Honorable Dennis A. Cardoza (D-CA) 

Mr. Barry Jackson, Chief of Staff to the Speaker 
Mr. John Lis, Staff Director, House Democracy Partnership (HDP) 
Ms. Rachael Leman, Policy Director, House Rules Committee 
Mr. Brad Smith, Professional Staff, House Rules Committee 
Mr. Asher Hildebrand, Legislative Director, Rep. David Price (D-NC) 

In addition, the following U.S. government personnel have been invited to travel with the delegation from 
Lima to Tarapoto, San Martin, Peru on November 8, 2011 : 

Mr. Michael J. Fitzpatrick, OeM, Embassy Lima 
Ms. Julia E. Hawley, RSO, Embassy Lima 
Mr. Philip Kaplan, POL, Embassy Lima 
Mr. James B. Fennell, PAS, Embassy Lima 
Mr. Bruce N. Abrams, USAID, Lima 
Ms. Cara L. Thanassi, USAID, Lima 

Thank: you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

cc: The Honorable Karen aas, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 

OSD 13503-11 
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.. 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr, Secrelary: 

([ongre5'~ o( toe Wnlteb ~tate9' 
W/l~I)illlltOIl, ~Qt 20515 

September 22,2010 

We are writing to ascertain yow' Depattment's' jmpl,ementation and enforcement of the relevant 
provisions of the Comprehensive Iran Sanctions, Accountability, and Divestment Act (P.L. J Il.195), which 
the President signed into law on July 1,2010. 

As you know, section I 02(b)(3) of that legislation amended the Iran Sanctions Act (50 USC 1701 
note) to require that the Federal Acqujsition Regulation be revised by not later than September 29.2010, "to 
require a certification from each person that is a prospective contractor that the person, and any person owned 
or controlled by the person owned or controlled by [he person, does not engage in any activity for which 
sanctions may be imposed under section 5" of the Iran Sanctions Act. Section I02(b)(3) also requires the head 
of an executive agency, if he "determines that a person has submitted a false celtification" in this regard, to 
"terminate a contract with such person or debar or suspend such person from eligibility for Federal contracts 
for a period of not more than 3 years." 

Reports indicate that the Department of Defense has contracted with numerous entities that may have 
conducted sanctionable activities under section 5 of the Iran Sanctions Act, including: Aker Solutions; Daelim 
Industrial Corporation; Eni; lopex; Komatsu; Maersk; Repsol; Royal Dutch Shell; Sasol Limited; 
ThyssenKrupp AG; Total; and Wol'ieyParsons. 

Therefore, we would respectfully request information on your Department's plans or actions already 
undertake to come into compliance with the statutory requirements. including by requiring the above
referenced certifications and ceasing any contracting with entities that continue to conduct sanctionable 
activities under section 5 of the Iran Sanctions Act. 

assistance with this request. 

SincereIY,!l. J 
~ __ J'~ ~ &;~. {J~.-

Member of Congress 

at _'I -f ' 
()~ ~---
MIKEPENC 

Member of Congress 

JOHN BOEHNER ERIC CANTOR 

Member OfCQIlK~ 
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ANBURT~~ 
Member of Congress 

~~ 
CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
Member of Congress 

~~ 
CONNIE MACK 

?c}JV iJ-.~ 
BOB INGLIS 
Member of Congress 

W. TODD AKIN 
Member of Congress 

Member of Congress 

!1!1*1i4 
HARtiS K. DJO~ 

Member of Congress 

ROSCOEG. BARTLET~ 

M~ 
7~ VWVVVVL-...----

TED PO 

MI E ROGERS (AL 

Member of cong'U 

iitdoo 
Member of Congress 

fJvl't c.;;..-_ 
MIKE COFFMAN 
Member of Congress 

.... 7 A-.)? ,(~/') 
THOMA!"J. ~OONEY 
Member of Congress 

2 

BILL SHUSTER 
Member of Congress 



~ 
MICHAEL R. TURNER SCOTT GARRETT 

AAj'71~ 
{ Gft'!~ARRETT 
Member of Congress 

• 

Member of Congress 
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JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 
(202) 225--0600 

The Honorable Leon Panetta 
Secretary 
u.s. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secreuuy: 

C!Congrct)t) of tbc WnitcL1 ~tatct) 
~OU~t of l\tprt!§tntatibt~ 

November 4,2011 

This letter will authorize the Honorable Cliff Stearns, Chainnan of the Transatlantic Legislator's Dialogue 
(TLD), to lead a delegation of Members and staff to Jacksonville, Florida during the approximate period of 
Dec 2 - 4, 201 L The purpose of the trip is to attend a meeting of the Transatlantic Legislators' Dialogue 
(TLD). For protocol purposes only, spouses of Members may travel at no cost to the government. The 
following Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable Cliff Stearns (R-FL) and Mrs. Joan Stearns 
The Honorable Loretta Sanchez (D-CA) 
The Honorable John Mica (R-FL) 
The Honorable Jim Costa (D-CA) 
The Honorable John Duncan, Jr. (R-TN) and Mrs. Duncan 
The Honorable Mario Diaz-Balart (R~FL) 
The Honorable Corrine Brown (D~FL) 
The Honorable Henry Johnson, Jr. (D-GA) and Mrs. Johnson 

Ms. Sarah Blocher, PSM, HF AC 
Mr. Ed Rice, PSM, HF AC 
Ms. Janice Robinson, Director, Office ofInterparliamentary Affairs 
Ms. Kelly Craven, Assistant Director, Office of Interparliamentary Affairs 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance as is necessary, 
incIudirig ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Air Force escort. Authorization for the 
expenditure offtmds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. II08(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. , Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 

I~IIII~ I~IIII 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 
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OHIO 

SPEAKER 

QCongrrgg of tur Wnittb ~tattg 
;u,Ou5t of lL\tprt~mtatibt~ 

November 14,2011 

The Honorable Leon Panetta 
Secretary 
U.S. Depa.rtrnent of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This is in reference to Codel Dreier (authorized by the Committee on Rules) traveling to Poland, 
Georgia, Lithuania, Egypt, and Ireland on official business during the approximate time period 
November 19-29, 20 I 1. 

.... 
The foHowing staff member is authorized to join this Codel: 

Mr. Barry Jackson, Chief of Staff to the Speaker 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 

OSD 14185-11 
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JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OfFICE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(202) 225--0600 

(!Congrtss of tbe Wntttb ~tatts 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington. DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

November 22. 2011 

This letter will authorize the Honorable Eric Cantor, Majority Leader. to lead a 
delegation of Members and staff to Saudi Arabia, Qatar, the United Arab Emirates, 
Turkey, and Israel during the approximate period of January 6-14, 2012. The purpose of 
the trip is to discuss issues of mutual concern with our foreign partners in the region. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would ftunish such assistance as is 
necessary, including ground transportation. to facilitate this mission, as well as Air Force 
escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the 
actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 

OSD 14189-11 
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SPEAKER 
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WASHINGTON, DC 20616 
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The Honorable Leon Panetta 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

November 28, 2011 

lbis letter will authorize the Honorable Ed Whitfield, to lead a delegation of Members 
and staffreturning from Egypt to Washington, DC on November 29,2011. This 
delegation will depart from Codel Dreier (authorized by the House Ru1es Committee). 
The following Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable Ed Whitfield (R-KY) and Mrs. Connie Harriman Whitfield 
The Honorable Donald Payne (D-NJ) 
Mr. Brad Smith, Professional Staff. House Ru1es Committee 

It wou1d be appreciated if the Department of Defense wou1d furnish such assistance as is 
necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Marine 
escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the 
actual and necessary expenses shou1d be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 11 08(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 
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November 29, 2011 

The Honorable Leon Panetta 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This is in further reference to my letter of November 4, 20 II regarding the upcoming Transatlantic 
Legislators' Dialogue (TLD) meeting led by the Honorable Cliff Stearns, Chairman. Mr. Stearns is leading 
a delegation of Members and staff to Jacksonville, Florida during the approximate period ofOee 2 - 4, 
2011. For protocol purposes only, spouses of Members may travel at no cost to the government. Please 
note the updated list of travelers: 

The Honorable Cliff Stearns (R-FL) and Mrs. Joan Stearns 
The Honorable Loretta Sanchez (D-CA) 
The Honorable Jim Costa (D-CA) 
The Honorable Ander Crenshaw (R-FL) 
The Honorable Mario Diaz-Balart (R-FL) . 
The Honorable Corrine Brown (D-FL) 
The Honorable Henry Johnson, Jr. (D-GA) and Mrs. Johnson 
The Honorable Sheila Jackson-Lee (D-TX) 

Ms. Sarah Blocher, PSM, HF AC 
Mr. Ed Rice, PSM, HFAC 
Ms. Janice Robinson, Director, Office oflnterparliamentary Affairs 
Ms. Kelly Craven, Assistant Director, Office of lnterparliamentary Affairs 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance as is necessary, 
including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Air Force escort. Authorization for the 
expenditure of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. l108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 
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This letter is to authorize Congressman Adrian Smith (R-NE), a Member of the U.S. 
House ofRepl'esentatives Commj~ on Ways and Means. to join a Congressional delegation 
being led by Congressman Jason ChaffdtZ (R-Ul), which plans to travel on official business to 
Germany, Italy, Morocco, South Sudan, Ethiopia and Kenya from October 14~ 2011 to October 
22,2011. 

The purpose of the trip is to review United States foreign and trade policy toward these 
countries and is tied directly to the Committee's role in overseeing U.S. trade policy. 

It is requested that the Department of Defense furnish such assistanCe~ including 
transportation, as may be required to facilitate this trip. The expenditure offunds for the 
payment of actual and necessary expenses of such transportation as may be required is 
authori2ed pursuant to Title 31. U.S.C. 1108(g). 

. 
If there are any questions) please have your staff contact Chris Stottmann at 

(202) 225·3625. Thank you for your assistance with this matter. 

00: The Honorable Adrian Smith 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense PentagOn 
Washington, DC 20301~1000 

Dear Dr. Gates: 

141002 

COMMmEE ON 'tHE BUDGET 
FlANICIHG "'$oItsmt 

COMMtTTEE ON 
WAYS AND MEANS 

Suacor.lMlT11!! ON ~L~ 

I was recendy coDtacted bj(b)(6) I and(b)(6) l USA. 
Ret.) regarding the MobUe Medical Mi5sion Hospital's request that the Department of Defense 
provide rotary aerial support of its humanitarian mission to Sf. Vincent and the Grenadines 
during the period of May 24 to 28, 2010. Additional informalion regarding the Mobile Medical 
Mission Hospital and its upcoming humanitarian mission can be found at its web site: 
b11P:/!www.mobilcmcdiMlmjssion.org. 

I had previously written to you OD. May 14, 2008. coneemmg a similar request from the Mobile 
Medical Mission Hospital for is humanitarian mission in 2008. I have enclosed a copy of former 
Under Secretary of Defense for PaHey Eric Edelman~s response for your review. 

In a mllM.er consistent with all laws and regulations, I respectfully request your review end 
consideration of a waiver permitting military rota!)' aerial support of the Mobile Medical 
Mission Hospital's humanitarian mission. 

Please address your response by mail to my .JanesvWe I)~ 1oca.tcd at 20 South Main Street. 
Suite 10 • .Janesville,. W-uconsm, jJ54J. or by fax lO (608) 752-4711. Should you have: any 
questions about this request, my Constituent Services Representative, Chad Herbert. can be 
contacted at (608) 752-4050) or bye-mail at cbad.herbert@mai!.bouse.gov. 

Apin. thank you for your prompt consideration of Ihe Mobile Medical Mission Hoapital's 
request. I look forward to your timely' response. 

JANf.SVIUE 
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:ID~ "-....,...~ to 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

OOUG LAM80RN. COLORADO 
Roe WITTMAN. VIRGINIA 
MARY FALLIN. OKLAHOMA 
DUNCAN HUNTER, CALIFORNIA 
JOHN C. FLEMING. LOUSIANA 
MIKE COFFMAN. COLORADO 
THOMAS J. ROONEY, FLORIDA 
TOOD RUSSELl PLAITS. PENNSYLVANIA 

ERlioI C. CONATON. STAFf DIRECTOR 

February 16,2010 

As you heard during your February 3rd testimony before the House Anned Services Committee, there 
appears to be a major disconnect between the perspectives of the Department and the Committee regarding the 
F-35's F136 alternate, competitive fighter engine program. We maintain great respect for your judgment and 
the sincerity of your position, but have not been provided any analysis that supports your view. In fact, the best 
"business case" information the committee has received clearly supports continued development of the alternate 
engine. Therefore, we are concerned by your reference to a possible Presidential veto over this issue, and we 
are equally concerned that the Department has not provided us with the "business case" analysis you have 
referenced, despite our repeated requests. 

Approximately seventy-five percent of the development investment has already been made in the alternate 
engine. From various sources, including the 2007 analysis by the Department's Cost Analysis Improvement 
Group, we understand that for little or no net additional cost to the taxpayer, the alternate engine competition 
improves the F-35 program by addressing potential aircraft weight growth. The follow-on alternate engine may 
meet this chalJenge through evolving technology. Other advantages include insurance against fleet-wide engine 
problems, growth paths for propulsion systems, enhanced contractor responsiveness, technological innovation, 
improved operational readiness and a more robust industrial base. Consequently, we were surprised by the 
Department's 2006 decision not to include a request for funding in the fiscal year 2007 budget for the F136, 
after ten years of defending it for all the reasons we have listed. 

Since the Department's about face, Congress has invested an additional $1.75 billion in the alternate engine. 
Most of this additional investment came after the Department's 2007 analysis concluded that the alternate 
engine program lifecycle cost considerations were "not compelling" because then year dol1ar projections 
showed a $2.2 billion savings while present value dollar projections showed a $1.2 billion dollar loss. It is very 
possible that our additional fiscal year 2007-2010 investments changed the cost case from "not compelling" to a 
"net savings," a rare win, win for defense dollar expenditures. At the very least, our recent investments in the 
alternate engine make breakeven more likely going forward. 

We will not detail here the accumulated testing failures, required redesigns, major cost growth and repeated 
delays experienced thus far with the baseline engine. We simply note that, in our view, these problems bolster 
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the case for a competing alternate engine. History tells us that competition serves the taxpayer well- especially 
when it comes to fighter engines. 

In an August 2009 speech in Fort Worth, you mentioned that the "business case" did not support the 
alternate engine program. The committee requested a copy of that «business case" and was told by your 
legislative affairs staff that there was no formal analysis, beyond the Department's 2007 study. Yet you again 
referenced the "business case" during the February 3rd hearing and in your February 1 st meeting with chainnen 
and ranking members of the congressional defense committees. 

Therefore, we respectfully request that you immediately provide the Committee with the "business case" 
analysis you referenced in testimony that supports discontinuing the alternate engine program for the F-35. 

IKE SKELTON 
Chairman 

• 

A~~~ 
Chairman 
Seap wer and Expeditionary Forces 

.S omm~. ,I 
MI~ 

Chairman 
Air and Land Forces Subcommittee 

d~t4wrtuJI 
JIM MARSHALL 
Member of Congress 

cc: Congressional Defense Committees 

DEPSECDEF 

USD/AT&L 

CJCS 

VCJCS 

JM:dr 

Very truly yours, 

~ew~ 
HOW ARD "BUCK" McKEON 
Ranking member 

TODD AKIN 
Ranking member 
Seapower and Expeditionary Forces 

Subcommittee 

/ 
UOOt::OE BART 

Ranking member 
Air and Land Forces Subcommittee 

SECAF 
SECNAV 

CSAF 

CNO 
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February 17,2011 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS, MARYLAND 
RANKING MINORITY MEMBER 

EDOLPHUS TOWNS, NEW YORK 
CAROLYN B. MALON€Y, NEW YORK 
ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON, 

DISTRICT OF COLU M81A 
OENNIS J. KUCINICH. OHIO 
JOHN F. TlEANEY, MASSACHUSETTS 
WM. LACY CLAY, MISSOURI 
STEPHEN F, lYNCH. MASSACHUSETTS 
JIM COOPER, TENNESSEE 
GERALD E. CONNOLLY, VIRGINIA 
MIKE QUIGLEY, ILLINOIS 
DANNY K. DAVIS. ILLINOIS 
SRUCE L SRALEY, IOWA 
PETER WELCH, VERMONT 
JOH N A YARMUTH. KENTUCKY 
CHRISTOPHER S. MURPHY, CONNECTICUT 
JACKIE SPEIER, CALIFORNIA 

I write in further reference to my letter of February 10,2011, informing you that I intend to lead a 
Congressional Delegation (CODEL) on official business to France and Belgium from Sunday, March 20, 
2011, through Sunday, March 27, 2011. The delegation will now also travel to Egypt. Representatives 
Jack Kingston (R-GA), Keith E11ison (D-MN), Ed Perlmutter (D-CO), Edolphus Towns (D-NY) and 
Carolyn Maloney (D-NY) will accompany the delegation. Committee staff traveling with the delegation 
include John Cuaderes, Deputy Staff Director, John Ohly, Professional Staff Member, and Linda Good, 
Chief Clerk. 

The purpose of the travel to France is to visit La Hague Nuclear Reprocessing Center and wwn 
battlefield memorials. In Belgium, I will lead the House delegation to the annual Brussels Forum, and we 
will also meet with NATO officials to discuss commitments to European security and Afghanistan. In 
Egypt, the delegation intends to meet with representatives of the new government, and the U.S. 
J\unbassador. . 

Spouses are authorized to travel at no expense to the U.S. Government. 

I request the Department of Defense to furnish such assistance, including transportation, 
as may be required to facilitate this trip. The expenditure of funds for the payment of actual 
expenses of such transportation as may be required is authorized by Title 31, U.S. C. II 08(g). 
Travel will be conducted by military and lor commercial aircraft up to business class, including 
foreign flag carriers when U.S. carriers are not available, and in accordance with House rules. 
The CODEL requests Marine liaison support for this trip. 

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Laura Rush, Deputy Chief 
Clerk, at (202) 226-4603. Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Chairman 
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February 16, 2011 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS. MARYLAND 
RANKING MINORITY MEMBER 

EDOLPHUS TOWNS. NEW YORK 
CAROLYN B. MALONEY, NEW YORK 
HEANOR HOLMES NORTON, 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
DENNIS J . KUCINICH, OHIO 
JOHN F. TIERN EV, MASSACHU SETTS 
WM. LACY CLAY, MISSOURI 
STEPHEN F. LYNCH, MASSACHUSETTS 
JIM COOPER, TENNESSE E 
GEAALD E. CONNOLLY, VfRGINIA 
M IKE QUIGLEY, ILLINOIS 
DANNY K. DAVIS, ILLINOIS 
BRUCE l. BRALEY, IOWA 
PETER WELCH, VERMONT 
JOHN A. VARMUTH, KENTUCKY 
CHRISTOPHER S. MURPHV, CONNECTICUT 
JACKIE SPEIER, CALIFORNIA 

I write to authorize Representative Jason Chaffetz (R-UT), Chairman, Subcommittee on National 
Security, Homeland Defense and Foreign Operations, to lead a Congressional Delegation (CODEL) on 
official business to Haiti and Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, from March 28-29,2011. Representative John F. 
Tierney, Ranking Minority Member, Subcommittee on National Security, Homeland Defense and Foreign 
Operations, along with other members of the Subcommittee, will accompany the delegation. 

The purpose of the travel to Haiti is to assess the progress and accountability ofUSAJD's 
$3.5billion relief and reconstruction efforts since the 2010 earthquake. The purpose of the travel to 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, is to tour the detention facilities and evaluate the need for them to remain open 
despite the President's 2009 Executive Orders mandating closure. 

I request the Department of Defense to furnish such assistance, including transportation, as may 
be required to facilitate this trip. The expenditure of funds for the payment of actual expenses of such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by Title 31, U.S.c. 1108(g). Travel will ~ conducted by 
military and lor commercial aircraft up to busintjss class, iricluding foreign flag carn.ers when U. S. 
carriers are not available, and in accordance with House rules. The CODEL requests Navy liaison 
support for this trip. 

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Laura Rush, Deputy Chief Clerk, 
at (202) 226-4603. Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Darrell E. Issa 
Chairman 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

March 2,2010 

We are writing in our capacity as members of the Military Family Caucus to express our concern 
with the sudden suspension of the Military Spouse Career Advancement Account (MyCAA). 
Authorized in 2009 in the National Defense Authorization Act, this program provides critical 
support to military spouses allowing them to pursue portable careers in high demand. high 
growth occupations. We are seeking your help to better understand the basis for this "pause," 
how long the "pause" will be in effect, and the impact it will have on spouses. 

While military spouses often would like to follow a traditional education path, their lifestyles 
prevent them from doing so. Many access online courses as opposed to emolling in semester 
long "in-person" courses to better suit their family needs. The MyCAA provides the critical 
support that these military spouses need to succeed in school and in their careers. 

We have heard from military spouses who are directly impacted by this program termination. 
They explain that a disruption in funding may cause many of them to miss a final term or delay 
the completion of their degrees - possibly without the opportunity to finish once they are 
relocated. Many military spouses have planned their careers and lives around the assumption 
that this program would continue without interruption. 

The sudden abatement of this program has significantly impacted an overwhelming number of 
spouses - preventing them from moving forward with their lives. To our knowledge, the 
Department of Defense has yet to fill this gap or provide any detailed information as to when this 
program will resume. With 133,000 military spouses participating in this program, we are 
concerned with the practical impact of this "pause". 

The MyCAA program not only provides training and benefits, but gives military spouses much 
needed confidence that they are contributors to their families' needs. Halting this program 
without notice is not the way to support those who sacrifice so much to make our military what it 
is today. We look forward to your response and are hopeful that the program is up and running 
very soon. 

Sincerely, 

Q~ 
Member of Congress 
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We write to express OUr great concern over the decision made by Army Secretary John McHugh 
and Army Chief of Staff Gen. George W, Casey Jr. to rescind an invitation to Reverend Fl'anklin Graham 
to speak at the National Day ofPrayel' on May 6th, 20)0, due to complaints raised and publicized by two 
special inte£est groups that object to his Chlistian beJiefs and his oriticisms of the Islamic faith. We find 
this decision tnisguided for several reasons. 

Almy spokesman Col. Tom Collins is quoted as saying that Secretary McHugh and General 
Casey decided "it would be inAppropriate for [Reverend. Graham] to participate in this inclusive event" 
because of Graham's comments about Islam. 

From its founding, America has possessed a deh heritago ofaffirroing religious expression in the 
livos of the men and women serving in the armed forces. Indeed, America's founders and a long line of 
national and military leaders havo realized that the strength of America's miliwy lies in the depth of its 
faith. Commander-in.Chiof George Washington regularly issued orders for militaJ.'Y troops to ftttend and 
participate in religious gatherings. Declaration signer John Witherspoon, a member of the Board of War 
that oversaw militaty operations throughout the Revolution, reminded soldiers: "{T]here is no soldier so 
undaunted as the pious man, no anny so formidable as those who are suporior to the fear of death." 

1t is thlL!l intensely troubling that Pentagon officials have now taken it upon themselves to deign 
what type of Clu'istian belief and expression is "apPl'opriate, n and then to censor a patriotic mini~ter, 
whose own SCm is serving his fOUl1h tour of duty in Afghanistan~ simply because of the objoction of an 
organization that has made it its mission to eradicate open expressions of l'eJigiOUS faith from the military. 
It is highly ironic that it is in tbe name of religious freedom and "inclusiveness. 11 peaceful reI igious 
expression is actually being stifled, 

Revetend Graham is one of Amelica's most l'espected religious leaders, and is beloved by 
millions of Americans. We understand that not overyone shares Reverend Graham's beliw about Islam, 
but the essence of religious liberty is having the right to one's own religious convictions as well as the 
right to express them. We would like to know for the future by what standard the U.S. militalY is going to 
judge what are appropriate'religious convictions? Our Founding ~athers understood that religious 
plul'alism did not mean we didn't have disagreements about religion, but that we would disagree 
peaceably, so~thing Franklin Graham has always done, But now, the U.S. military is putting itself in 
the position of judging what acceptable belief is. Might tho Secretary explain to the Congress just how it 
will do this? 
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We do not believe dlat Reverend Graham's views of Islam should exclude him from this event. If 
our concept of religious freedom today is bued primarily on the desire to placate or avoid criticism 
offered by suspect organizations. then our constitutional right of freedom of religion is devoid of both 
meaning and principle. 

We ask that you reconsider the decision to revoke Reverend Graham's invitation. and extend to 
him the oppOltl.\nity to preach his welcome message to the ruen fIIld women of our armed farcos, and 
indeed to the Nation at the National Day of Prayer event at the Pentagon. 

We look forward to hearing from you very soon. 

ce: President Barack ObAma 
John M. McHugh - Secretary of the Anny 
Ray Mabus - Secretary of the Navy 
Michael B. Donley· Secretary of tho Air Force 

Sincerely, 

Admiral Michael Mullen - Chainnan of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Genel'al James E. Cartwtight - Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
General George W. Casey, k - Chief of Staff of the United States Army 
Admiral G~ry Roughead· Chief of Naval Operations 
General NOlton A. Schwartz· Chief of Staff of the United States Air Force 
General James T. Conway - Commandant of the Marine Corps 
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Robert Aderholt (AL-04) 
Todd Akin {MO-02} 
Michele Bachmann (MN-06) 
Spencer Bachus (AL-06) 
Gresham Barrett (5C-03) 
Gus Bilirakis (FL-09) 
John Boozman (AR-03) 
Michael Burgess (TX-26) 
Dan Burton (IN-oS) 
Ken Calvert (CA-44) 
John Fleming (LA-04) 
Phil Gingrey (GA-ll) 
Louie Gohmert (TX-Ol) 
Ralph Hall (TX-04) 
Wally Herger (CA-02) 
Darrellissa (CA-49) 
Jim jordan (OH-04) 
Steve King (lA-OS) 
John Kline (MN-02) 
Doug Lamborn (CO-05) 
Bob Latta (OH-OS) 
Jack Kingston (GA-Ol) 
Don Manzullo (IL-l6) 
Gary Miller (CA-42) 
Randy Neugebauer (TX-l9) 
Pete Olson (TX-22) 
Mike Pence (IN-06) 
Joe Pitts (PA-16) 
Phil Roe (TN-Ol) 
Chris Smith (NJ-04) 
Lamar Smith (TX-21) 
Jean Schmidt (OH-02) 
Aaron Schock (IL-IS) 
John Shadegg (AZ-03) 
Todd Tlahrt (KS-04) 
and Frank Wolf (VA-tO) 
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Qrnngn.9S of t4e 'Bnit2i1 ~taf.es 
lIIlasqington, B~ 20'515 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington. DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

August 12, 2010 

P.002 

We write to bring to your anention the plight of our Iraqi allies, those Iraqis who haVe 
worked alongside our troops and djplomats as interpreters and in other capacities since 2003,: and 
who are now threatened for their service. We urge you to work with the Depamnent of State; and 
other federaJ agencies to develop contingenc}' plans to protect these allies as our forces rerlep~~y. 

Since 2003, tens of thousands ofIraqis have worked, or continue to work for. the .' , 
Department of Dcfensc. the Department of State,. U.S. government contractors and other U.S~ 
government funded entities in Iraq. Al Qaeda in Iraq and other tClTOrist groups affiliated witil : 
the Islamic State of Iraq have labeled these Iraqjs traitors, coUaborators and worse. Many' haVe 
already paid the ultimate price for their service, and many more may be at risk after U.S. troOps 
depart Iraq. . . 

•• 1 

Resettlement to the United States could be thc only safe option for thousands of o~ iJ#iqi 
employees. We commend the State Department and the Depanment of Homeland Secur~yfur 
expanding and accelerating the admission process for Iraqi refugees during the past three!ycars:. 
However, we are advised that the application process for Iraqi refugees currently takes a ~ear: or 
more on average, and that fewer than 5,000 of those resettled to date were employed by t~e 
United States in Iraq. This process will not work quickly enough when U.S.-affiliated Ir~is< . 
need it the most urgently. . 

: , 

A second path to resen1emen~ Special Immigrant Visas (SlVs), has also underpenonned 
the current need. As you know, the National Defense Authorization Act of 2008 exp81ided the 
availability of Special Immigrant Visas (SIVs) to enable U.S.-affiliated Iraqis to resettie to the 
United States. providing 5,000 visas per fiscal year for principal applicants with a carryOVtrr. of 
unused availability to succeeding years. However, out of a current availability of 15,000 5'IVSt 
only 2,145 have been issued to principal applicants to date. 

PAlNTtD ON RCCYCLto PAPER 
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Finally. we should consider an airlift, for later processing. out of Iraq for those Iraqis who 
worked for or on behalf of the United States. who wjsh to leave Iraq, and who cannot be 
processed before all U.S. troops depart. The British did exactly this as they departed Ba,sra;and 
militant thugs openly hunted Iraqis who had worked for the British, airlifting their snrvi:ving 
Iraqi employees directly to a Royal Air Force base in England. Each of America's principal 
coalition partners - Britain, Denmark, and Poland - has honored its moral obligalioo. 'to 
endangered Iraqi employees through airlifts to military bases. 

There is precedent for a similar undertaking by the United States in Iraq. In the i996 
Operation Pacific Haven, the United States airlifted more than 6,000 Iraqis to Guam in "matter 
of weeks, where they were safely proCessed for resettlement to the United States. W!hile. the 
circumstances are somewhat different, our country also used Guam as a processing ce!nter. for 
tens of thousands of Vietnamese refugees in 1975. 

Mr. Secretary, time is of the essence in developing a plan to address this looming:tri~:fas 
the August 31, 2010 withdrawal date rapidly approaches. The Unjted States has ~ ~oral 
obligation to stand by those Iraqis who have risked their lives - and the lives of their faplil~s -
to stand by us in Iraq for the past seven years, and doing so is also in our strategic self-lntqes't. 
Providing support for our Iraqi allies will advance U.S. nationaJ security interests ar~un~ the 
world, particularly in Mghanistan, by sending a message that foreign nationals who support our 
work abroad can expect some measure of protection. \. ' 

~L~.S. 
Chairman 
U.S. Helsinki Commission 

~ 
Richard J. bm~. 
Assistant Majority Leader 
United States Senate 

Richard G. Lugar, U.S.S. 
Ranlcing, Mcm bcr 
Committee: of Foreign Relations 

Sincerely, 
i 
• 
\ 

\~)J.~ 
Alcec L. Hastinss) M.e. 
Co-Chairman 
U.S. Helsinki Commission 

Ike Skelton, M.e. 
Chainnan 

I I, 

Conunittec on Armed Serv\c~s 

I ' 

'( A~~~ I 
,Berman, M.~-~ 

hainnan 
Committee on ~oreign Affaj~ 

I 
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~ 
Ron Wydcn, u.s.f' 
t1M.- ~,~. 

Robert P. Casey~ Jr.~ U.S.S. Earl Blumenauer) M.e. 

Jeanne Shaheen~ U .s.s. 
M~·· 

': 
William D. Delahunt, M.e. 

~ l'.471i~..-L 
Kirsten E. Gillibrand, U.S.S. 

Darrell E. Issa, M.e. 

~~ 
Joe Sestak. M.e. 

~/---I'W'; :~ 
tniF.~omaVacga,~ --... 

l . 

. " 
.TOTAL P. 004 
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October 28, 2011 

The Honorable Leon Panetta 
Secretary, U.S. Department of Defense 
The Pentagon, Room 3E880 
20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Panetta: 

We urge that you recommend to the President the promotion of Brigadier General Charles E. 
"Chuck" Yeager to the grade of Major General on the United States Air Force retired list. 

In Section 563 of the Ronald W. Reagan National Defense Authorization Act for 2005, Congress 
authorized the President of the United States to appoint Brigadier General Charles E. Yeager, 
United States Air Force (retired), to the grade of major general on the retired list of the Air Force. 
Despite being recommended for this promotion by the senior leadership of the United States Air 
Force, in July 2007 then Secretary of Defense Robert Gates declined to· forward Brigadier General 
Yeager's recommendation for promotion to the President. 

64 years after General Yeager became the first person to break the sound barrier, we believe it is 
time to recognize this American Hero with this promotion. We urge that you recommend to the 
President that Brigadier General Yeager be advanced on the retired list of the United States Air 
Force to the grade of major general as authorized by law. 

By the end of his storied career, General Yeager had flown more than 10,000 hours in more than 
330 different models of aircraft and became the youngest military pilot to be inducted into the 
Aviation Hall of Fame in 1973. General Yeager has been decorated with the Purple Heart, Bronze 
Star with V device, Air Force Commendation medal, Silver Star with oak leaf cluster, Legion of 
Merit with oak leaf cluster, Distinguished Service Medal, Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal 
with ten clusters, Presidential Medal of Freedom. and special peacetime Medal of Ron or. 

General Yeager is also the recipient of every major award in the field of flight, including the 
Collier Trophy, Hannon International Trophy, and the Federation Aeronautique International Gold 
Medal. Even today, General Yeager is sri1J actively involved in flight, sen'ing as a consultant to 
the Air Force Flight Test Center at Edwards Air Force Base in California. 

General Yeager is an American Hero and serves as an icon and role model for our servicemen and 
women. He is an American legend and should be promoted to the grade of Major General on the 
United States Air Force retired list. We urge that you make this recommendation to President 
Obama. 

Thank you in advance for your time and consideration of this request. We look forward to hearing 
from you. 

mJM 
MIKE THOMPSON 
Member of Congress 

Sincerely, 

PRINTEO ON REC:YC~EO PAPER 

DUNCAN HUNT R 
Member of Congress 
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Maxine Waters 
Nancy Pelosi 
Howard "Buck" McKeon 
Jerry McNerney 
Barbara Lee 
Anna Eshoo 
Dennis Cardoza 
Laura Richardson 
Zoe Lofgren 

Page 3 
Mike Honda 
Lois Capps 
Janice Hahn 
Susan Davis 
Doris Matsui 
Jackie Speier 
Sam FaIT 
Pete Stark 
John Garamendi 

Page 4 
Ken Calvert 
Jerry Lewis 
Elton Gallegly 
Dan Lungren 
Mary Bono-Mack 
Dana Rohrabacher 
Jeff Denham 
Gary Miller 

Page 5 
Lucille Roybal- Allard 

Jim Costa 
Brian Bilbray 
Karen Bass 
Howard Bennan 
Bob Filner 
John Campbell 
Hem'Y Waxman 
George Miller 
JudyChu 

Xavier Becerra 
Lynn Woolsey 
Loretta Sanchez 
David Issa 
Joe Baca 
Grace Napolitano 
Linda Sanchez 
Adam Schiff 
David Drier 

Kevin McCarthy 
Devin Nunes 
Tom McClintock 
Wally Herger 
Ed Royce 

Brad Shennan 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Department of Defense 
The Pentagon, Suite 319 
Washington DC 20301 

Dear SeCl'etary Gates: 

27 September 2010 

Since you announced your decision August 9 to recommend to the President to 
close the U.S. Joint Forces Command (USJFCOM) as part of a series of initiatives 
designed to gain efficiencies in the Department of Defense, we have been alarmed at your 
lack of analyticalligor supporting your closure recommendation and the lack of 
transparency in disclosing what analysis you might have with Congress and the affected 
Defense Community. 

To be clear, we are in strong support of aggressive, collaborative action to 
identify any inefficiency not just within the Department of Defense. but across the entire 
federal goverrunent, to ensure that all tax revenue is put to the greatest use and we 
commend your efforts to reduce overhead and to apply savings to force structure and 
modernization. 

However, the failure to consult more fully with Congress in a transparent way 
works against the Depru:tment's ultimate goal of becoming more cost-conscious and 
efficient in providing for our nation's defense and erodes the credibility of the 
Department of Defense. 

We are also concerned about the impact that the closure of JFCOM wiU have on 
the military's joint training, operations, concept development, and experimentation. 
JFCOM's focus on warfighters' joint capabilities, a function of growing importance as 
our military operates with coalition forces around the world, specifically with regard to 
readiness and interoperabitity, is critical. JFCOM's leadership injoint force and coalition 
training over the last decade has led to key advancements in the ability of all branches of 
our armed forces to deploy together more effectively for joint operations. 

In the nearly two months since your announcement, we have sent multiple 
requests for substantiating information. While we acknowledge that representatives from 
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the Department of Defense were made available for a staff level brief, the information 
provided was of little relevance or use. There were no substantive, analytical data 
provided. Your continued refusal to provide any supporting infonnation indicates that 
your philosophical decision was made without any analysis as would be expected of a 
closure of this magnitude. As a result~ we have no infonnation that allows us to quantify 
the possible effects of your proposal. We again request full disclosure of all pertinent 
documents and analysis supporting your decision to close JFCOM. 

If the Department does not provide the requested infonnation and documents 
prior to the scheduled hearings on this matter on 28-29 September, we will request that 
the Chairs of the committees of jurisdiction use every means available to compel the 
Department of Defense to provide the documents and information to Congress. 

We appreciate you quick response and support oithis request and look forward to 
further collaborative efforts to identify inefficiencies within the Department of Defense. 

Sincerely. 

JJ.!!;~e, ~ ~ 
Member of Congress 

1t:rp~ 
Robert J. lttman 
Member of Congress 

&t2k--
Eric Cantor 
Member of Congress 

M'&ldt2 ... 
Bob Ooodlatte 
Member of Congress 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
SecretaJ., ofDefeose 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washiagtoot DC 20301 .. 1000 

Dear Secretary Gate!: 

September 28. 2010 

No. 0791 P. 2 

We ate writing to express our appreciation for the nwmcr in which you handled the 
aftermath althe November 5. 2009 Fort Hood Shooting. We have l'CViewed the January 
2010 DoD Indepondent Review Related to Port Hood elndependent RevieW, and your 
August 18th mcmo~ Flntll RecQ1IIme1Idat#0Itl oftlte. Ft. HDIHl Follow-opt Review r August 
MemoS"») and believe that the steps outlined .in the repozts will hcIp protect our men and 
WOIIlCD in. uniform from anotbel tragedy. . 

In particular. we stl'Ollglf support the Independent Review find. and the August 
Memo's recommendations tha~ "the Department identify and incolporato civilian law 
enforcement best practicca. including response to the active thoott:r threat, into tratnmg / 
certifications for civilian police and security guards" outlined in Section 4.3 (pagc.s 37~3I 
and 15.16, respectively). We encourage JOu to Include an offICial from a recogoizcd. best 
practice active shooter-training program~ such as the training program used by the first 
responders at Fort Hood and ideDtified in the "Independent Review," (page 31, footnote 
64) in the Law BDforcement Training Standards Working Group described in the Aupst 
Mem6. Please keep us apprised of the process you will. use to appoint participants to !he 
working group. 

The inclusion of an official &om a national civilian law enforcement ac~ shooter
training program will bring extensive knowledge and experience in deveJ.opine: active 
shooter culrioulum. Specidcallys this official will have the background. in creating and 
managing an active shooter program. which IS currently used by civilian law enforcement 
agencies across the country. This will ensure the standards and traiDiog curriculum 
developed and adopted by the DcpartDWlt are consistent with the civilian law 
enforcement agencies out&de the installations. 

We are pleased that the Department is taking steps to address the lack of a policy and 
traininS for active shooter .situations. We know with certainty that active shooter training 
has ptO\feJ1 effee.tive as clearly demOUS'lrated by the responding officers in the Fort Hood . 
inciderlt: It is significant lhat the lDdependent Review and the August Memo state, 
Ie ••• during this incident the resjonding officers attributed their actions to this new 
protocol (page 37)." This traiDing should be used throughoUt: the military both for 
iDltallation protection _ strategic operations in theater. 
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In recent ~ there have been numerous active shooter simation.s in which an indi'fidual 
or a group of individuals besID. shooting It unanned civilians in public pla.ccs~ including 
military installations. As you know~ in addition to the tragedy at Fort Hood, there have 
been shootings at Fort Brae& NC, Camp Pennsylvania. Kuwait. camp ~J Iraq, 
Utde Rock, AR, and Tuz. Inq. In addition. civilian law enforcement officials prevented 
two apparent imminent active·.shooter aitacD on military insta1JatioDl inoluding 1be atreSt 
of a suspect in Brandabur& NJ on January 2S. 2010 who appeared to planning an attack 
on Fort Drum, NY. On May t 2007. the FBI auested six suspects and later convicted 
five for 1arorism after· the group plotted to attack Fort Dix, NJ and "kill as many soldiers 
as possible. II 

The civilian active ~ program has proven effective at Fort Hood end in 
countless other aituatioDs. We nrge you to fully implement active shooter training aDd 
response pmtocols for military police (aIlln'anches) and DoD Civilian Police. 
Additionally. this 1raining should be conducted in coordination with nearby civilian law . 
eof'oKement ~es to ensure a seamless respOllSC in the event or an ~ shooter 
inddeDt. 

Again, tbmk you for your effO!1! to ensure that OlD' military facilities are as .safe as 
possible. We would appreciate an update regarding the implem:eatation of'tbe August 
Memo rec()mmCDdations u soon as posaible. 

SincerelY. 
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Lloyd Doggett (lX-2S) , 
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Ruben Hinojosa (lX-IS) 
Bernice Johnson (IX-30) 
Al Green (TX-9) 
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Chet Edwards (!X·17) 
Henry Cuellar (I'X-28) 
~ph Han (TX-4) 
Lamar Smith (fX-21) 
lCenrwth Marchant (IX-24) 
Louie Oohmcn (IX-I) 
Silvestre Reyes (TX-16) 
~ Burgess (fX-26) 
Hank Johnson (GA-4) 

John Carter (TX-31) 
Michael Conaway (TX-ll) 
Kay Granger (TX-12) 
Pete Olson (TX-22) 
Mae ThombeITY (TX:13) 
Sam Johnson (TX-3) 

Kevin B:cady (lX-a) 
101m Culberson (IX-7) 
Joe 8aL1on (TX-6) 
Jeb Hensarling (TX .. S) 
Michael McCaul (TX-IO) 
Ted Poe (TX-2) 
SolomOn Ortiz (TX-27) 
Charles Gonzalez (IX-20) 
P= Sessions (TX-32) 
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Cathy McMorris Rodgers (W A-S) 
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Ila4ington, lac: 20515 

The Honorable Leon Panetta 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

The Honorable Jack Lew 
Director 
Office of Management and Budget 
Eisenhower Executive Office Building 
Washington, DC 20503 

Dear Secretary Panetta and Director Lew. 

August 10, 2011 

The enactment of the Budget Control Act of 2011 codifies an agreement between the Administration 
and Congress as to the maximwn total level of discretionary spending for the next ten years. As you know, in 
the fllSt two years there is also agreement with respect to overall amoWlts that will be spent on the security 
agencies - defined in statute for the first time to include the Departments of Defense, Homeland Secmty, and 
Veterans Affairs, the National Nuclear Security Administration, the intelligence community management 
accOlmt. and the international affairs budget function (Ftmction 150). There is, however, no agreement in the 
Budget Control Act as to the appropriate level of funding for any individual department or agency within that 
security category. 

Each of you has recently commented that the Administration believes funding for the Department of 
Defense should be reduced by somewhere between $330 billion and $420 billion over the next ten years. This 
would be an unprecedented drawdown in defense while U,S. forces are committed to contingency operations in 
Afghanistan and Libya, and possibly still in Iraq. More troubling than the lack of any historical precedentJ 
however, is that this decision to reduce defense spending - first annouriced by the President in April- has 
preceded any substantial analysis of the future roles, missions, and capabilities we want our military to perform. 
Although the President has directed DOD leadership to commence a '·strategic review," as General Martin 
Dempsey confirmed recently in testimony before the Senate Armed Services Committee, the military bas been 
given, "a target and we're trying to detennine what the impact would be to meet that target'" Former Secretary 
Gates correctly described such a budget·frrst approach as ''math, not strategy." 

Since we have not seen the outcome of the Administration t s strategic review, it is imperative that 
Members of Congress, and particularly members of our committeest obtain a better understanding of the impact 
of these reductions on the Defense Department and its ability to meet its mission. We have three requests for 
additional information to help inform Congress as we finalize the fiscal year 2012 defense budget and as the 
Joint Select Committee begins its work. 



Honorable Panetta 
Honorable Lew 
August 10, 2011 
Page 2 

First, there are less than two months left before the beginning of fiscal year 2012. Determining final 
funding levels for DOD will be a high priority when Congress reconvenes in September. To assist Congress as 
we work to ensure that we provide all of the resources needed by our men and women in uniform. we request an 
update on the status of and any preliminary conclusions from the DOD comprehensive review and the 
budgetary consequences flowing there from. 

Second. if the Joint Select Committees legislation is not enacted or fails to achieve at least $1.2 trillion 
of deficit reduction, alternative spending caps for national defense come into effect for fiscal years 2013-2021 .. 
The cap for the national defense budget ftmerion (Function 050) would be $546 billion in fiscal year 2013, $6 
billion less than fiscal year 2011. This cap then becomes the baseline against which any future discretionary 
sequestrations would occur. To be clear. the revised discretionary cap levels do not represent an agreed policy 
between the Administration and Congress - they only go into effect in what Secretary Panetta has called the 
~tbomsday mechanism~' It is for that reason that we are troubled by reports that indicate that the fiscal year 2013 
budget guidance from OMB to the Department of Defense has cited the alternative spending caps as the 
appropriate basis for budget preparation. We request that you provide further clarification regarding any budget 
guidance that has been issued for Function 050 for fiscal year 2013. 

Finally, Director Lew, in your August 4th blog entry~ you stated, "make no mistake: the sequester is not 
meant to be policy~' And in your recent press conference, Secretary Panetta, you stated that the outs 
contemplated by sequestration would~ real damage to our security. our troops and their families. and our 
military's ability to protect the nation? Therefore, we ask for further infonnation about the national security 
consequences if the''doomsday mechanisrrl'is triggered and sequestration takes place for fiscal years 2013·202). 

We appreciate your attention to this letter and your shared commitment to our nations security. We look 
forward to your prompt response. 

Sincerely • 

. ~ 
Howard P. "Buclf' on Paul Ryan 
Chainnan, Committee on Anned Services Chairman, Committee on the Budget 

~o~ 
Chainnan, A~ns Subcommittee on Defense 


