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L Introduction/opening remarks

a) The NASA Thesaurus; what is it

b) On-going development o support present NA!A rescarch initiatives,
including research in biological sciences, geol »gi¢ studies, and other areas
reflective to the Mars and other planetary misiions. -

¢) Continued development of terms in the aerosy ace/aeronautics subject
areas.

d) Thesaurus development as a team effort.

I The on-Jine NASA Thesaumus and Related Proc icts:
" a) NASA Thesaotus
i. Accessible: httg:/fwww.sti,nasa_mvfsiZI."prb_lic—homepage.,html
ii. Searchable using hyperlinks and Adot:z functionality
jii. Benefits '
1. Allows users to identify terms n a repozt.
2. Monthly updates are provided. _
3. TUhtilize thesaurus terms in on-g ing searches.
| b) Related products:
| : i. Aerospace Science and Technology D ctionary
it. Aerospell Supplemental Spell Check I ile .
| ‘ . NASA Thesautus Terms Added (Mon hly Update)
| jv. NASA Scope and Subject Category G ride
M.  Machine Aided Indexing ‘
| .a) Description:
i. Tool currently used at CASI to providi: indexers with suggested
indexing terms based on abstract and . tle. '
i ji. Spell-check of the abstract and title. -
iii. The knowledge base is continnally being updated as indexers
: encounter new termos in reports, journ: | articlés, etc.
| b) Featores:
i, Linked to the NASA Thesaurus to suj;gest indexing terms.
ii. An application is available at each incizxers deskiop for potantial
daily updates 50 that several individua s are contributing to the
| , updates.




-

V.

Pros/cons: ,

iii. MAI suggestions are intended to be su ygestions only so thal the
indexer must exercise caution when cliposing a suggested term.

iv. It serves as an excellent starting point : or indexing, particularly
when an indexer is responsible for sevi xal areas of technology.

v. Since MAI identifies words not found n the knowledge base, it
serves as a souxce of new terms for the thesaurus .

vi. As on online tool for NASA authors o other registered users, it
suggests the indexing terms which wel ild result from a report
going to the NA&SD database.

Current Activities: .

a) Integration of CAST lexical resources and ter;n matching to subject

categories as an aid to categorization.

b) Currently make resources available online as products to Support our

customers (thesaurus products, monthly upd: tes, subject category guide).
¢) Maiotain authority files from individual sta: { PC’s.

d) Information received from external sources 8 pre-processed throngh
programs to generate a file that contains inf; rmation not matched. Staff
them add translations to the file to map extc nal information to the
NASA Thesaurus terminology. Information may be loaded directly to
NA&SD or routed for mannal review if al] / ield requirements are not
satisfied.

Ontology/taxonomy Development:
a) Brief mention of efforts underway atJ PL. Su; gest going to site http://pub
lib.io] nasa.eov/pub-lib/dscei/ds.py/View/Col ection-10 which provides a
good discussion on the project. :



