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a‘ggMade in the
U.S.A.” label 1 mean to you?
A A product was assembled

were made P
‘B. Sevent\\}'m percent of

the parts and 1abor costs were

_incurred in the '(j"mtéd States.

quever, women" and children
"+ working in a swea hop in Hon-

"t duras assembled$afts of the

product. Because they are only
paid one dollar pet?day, their
costs amounted to'1éss than 25
percent of the products.

C.All or Virtually "all’parts of
this product were madé in the
United States and all; labor
needed to produce this| %roduct

. waa performed in the nited

States. ,

Today the legally, correct an-
swer is C, but the Federal
Trade Commission 18§ proposing
to change the deﬁnltmn of
“Made in the U.8.A% 40 include

-Aand B. Their proposal willal-

low manufacturer to label a

COMMUNITIES

Rlcharthlumenthal atto’
ney generﬁ of Connectlcut an

products that are all’‘orwirtu-
ally all made by U.S. MRers

with U. S. component §arts,”

AR
nsumepera
-e-Tifying the origin of a product

U.S A." label he restrwted tof

by the fact, that
"io way of ver-

madé 11 the U.S.A. will never
realize that th,,were

Blumenthal sald “Made in tiga] deceived.”
U, S.A. i s a simple designation .

and sasily unders tood. Thex]

FTC proposal would take that 3
; pl c’oncept and turn 1t on}

comments submitted to th

wrote the attorney generals 1N

osed by,
m 4

ellmg Act allows'a part
thatis 75 percent Ameérican

§ made to be considered 100 per- -

{ tio-ne regardmg a product’s fore- *
estic content is com-

betn Grossman is the projéct
director for the changes prop-
the F ",M»' n-

cent made in the U. S. A., Gross-
man said.

“We think that for a good pri-
marily made herelif the com-
pany has' a factory here, they
are employing U.S. workers,

they are making “most of the .

parts in the U. S., there maybe
some small amount of foreign
content, it doesn’t mean the.
good is not made in the uU.s. A
Grossmgn said.
-

Charlie Mercer, president of
the Union Label and Service
Trades Department of the AFL-
CIO believes the Commission’s
proposal would hafm busines-
ses in the United States who
have invested heré and main-
tained workers here in order to
have a “Made in the U. S. A"
label on their products. Compa-
nies who export some of the
tasks needed to produce a pro-
duct will compete Unfaifly with
companies that have all the la-
bor costs in “the United States.
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“There are no labor stan-
dards in many countries,” Mer-
cer said. “Products may be
made by child labor, prison la-
bor and people making 35 cents
an hour. When you buy U.S.A.
you're at least 99 percent sure
the working conditions are de-
cent, that workers have some
benefits and make at least mi-
nimum wage.”

’I'he Federal Trade Commis-

ion i accepting public com-
ents on this proposal until
Aug! 11. Write to Made in USA
Policy Comment, Office of the
Secretary, Federal Trade Com-
mission, Room 159, Sixth and
Pennsylvania Ave, NW,
Washington, D.C. 20580.

Laura Yeomans isthe re-
search director for Ohio Citizen
Action. Write to her at P.O. Box
8, Dower, OH 44622-0008 or
lyeomansbright. net. Please in.
elude your phone number and a
self-addressed stamped enve-
lope. Yeomans reserves the right
to edit and print letters.




