
Federal Trade Comml. s$ion w“’’’-’”””’
OffIce of the Secretary
Room 159
6th & Pennsylvania Avenue Northwest

Dated this 7th d~y of
August, 1997

Washington,-13.C. 20590

To Tho$eI Concerned:

Having read tho enclos~d article wnich was buried deeply and m i n u t e l y
in a recent issue of’ ThG Chicago Tribune, I was completely enazQd tit
not kein~ inf’ormefi  through any other media - be it by r~itiio, TV, ‘Talk
Shows or print of any description. Needless to say I am a uevout su.b-
scrlber to products Mado itY The 7Jnited Stat@S Gf AmeriCa-f~Oml more
trinkets to sppli.antes, clothlng., fo~twear,  ~OOIS, ~TJ~ on down the
l i n e - y e s , even cars, trucks, vans and the like. Otherwise I would not
ba wF’Lting this letter. This not to infer that othar countries do not
manufacture &ood, quality products. By the sam~ token, manuf~cturin~
in ThQ United States of Arm3rlca  can, hes, does and will. produce pro-
products equal to and In most cases excel those from elsewhare auound
the world.

Tf the FTC adopt: the proposed new guidelines (probably engineered by
a host of manufacturers lobbyin~  to the call of the dollar rather than
caring for the country as 8 whole], the second step of incre!nentelism
is ~t hand, The first is elready in exlstonce, as stipul~ted in enclosed
erticle..simply that sn insignificant foreign content in arIY product can
exist(wlth no exact percentage stated) and still quallfy as “Made in U,S-A’k.
The next step will be to increase the foreign content to another unknown
percentage+.  And finally after climking the ladder cf ~ol.it~csl. increme-
ntslism, the f’oreifin contant will be so high, ?erb.eps spproechlnp totallty,
the situation befn~ completely  revers3d, P*QD o~~ ‘U S of A wonl t +vfin
get small chenpe. In consequence, tne l~st chapter would read that rIO GnO
Coulti ever sscert~in  t-ne orirln 01’ snvthln~-e truiy perf@ct exam.ole a.f
incr~m~nteiism. The whole scheme, and” I emphesize scheme, Is tO ~blfte~ate
the retil scurce of any End all pro2ucts. l.dha.t  is there to hi~e end why?
Answers should te shame, exci.usion, and profiteering.

The  hicjden sspect of ‘)PJaUe in U.S.A.’}
lies in where YOJ live and banef’it$

of same. Incidentally, i?ly f a i r  r e a d e r , whore dc y o u  i.ive? Of course ycu
will respond, ‘t I livo in the United States of America”. ?ir?o. yoLlr next
door nc+ighbcr,  the man down the street, across the street, across the
town, across tho county, across the state, and across the n;tion all
work in the U.S.A. in some phsse oi manuf’~cturing,  Alstribution,  p r o m o t i o n ,
or salo of’ a product of some sort end aro proud ot’ bein~ a part of the
total oper8t10n. So they should in effect be rawarded of same by proper
and truthful ido~ti~ication. I certainly would think thst the Seneral
public should realize that the well baing of all involv~d in our country
aeponds uporI supporting ‘chose rcontioned  a’cove through piarclcasing  moro of
the prod’~cts truly designated as American tnsdo.



NCJ , tYAiS iS not whet h~~ b~o~  procl~ir,od  as “protectionism”- R~ther a more
approplate term Wollld be “p&triOtiSm”, seemlnqly a forgotten word except
in time of war. Yes, and cne might add a couple of othor thoughts, ~~:ood bus-
iness avd practicality. No person of scur!d mind would own and operata z hard-
\Jare st~ra end k)uy thafr h~rdwara from ~.nothor h~rdware store, t h e i r  cQm-
Detitor. Somehow or othar we. or I should say those in power ~t tho t~rne .
possess the unique ability to stir the p:pulace into E frenzy of false pat-
riotism, travel the world over by dhip, by pl~no, by tank, by Jeep-T’ight
thoj.r wars, rebl?lld  the’ir  homes, f a c t o r i e s , economies at no cost to them.
Just send the bill to Uncla Sam, add it to an elready incornprohonsible
d e b t  and  PIUS, more importantly of all, human expense in the loss of’ thou-
sands and thousands of lives in addition to VA Hospitals loaded with piti-
ful cri.pplos. And yet 8 mare stemp of’ pride ~nd truth~ulnass e~nfiat ~~ Put
on our merchandise without dlminlshlng  and pollutinff the truth. This dr~ws
a c o n n o t a t i o n  o f  misrepresnnt~tion,  ~lgo smacks o f  abortion~

L,et us tske R spot check trip through forei~n sourc@s, Greb Chin8 fcr
openars. China gets and deserves

~~~~;~~’ ‘nmi’t’k

f i r s t  p r i z e  i n  t h e  ~busos a;f~inst ~um~nity
ebiy a n d  inaisputekly.  T h e i r  Logo  s e e m s  t o  r e a d  “~ill co

. Then scoop up Japan, “Taiwan, Indonesl@, SinFaPOra,  ~nd a fQ~
Gther scofflawe.  to .t~ke to the wood shed for pbrtfcipatin~ in a consgnsual
plot to exploit our trade deficit which is ~lready estrnn~,~;ic~l.. The S~O
pert is t h a t  w e  ~re t h e  stupos sucking  alonL end allowing  i t  TO pro~resg.
In S p o r t s  terminolo~y  t h e y  Bre plQylng gol~ bnd we ~re cs.adyin~’: for thorn.

Very Truly Yours

Robort R. Rodmon. Jr.
1S01 North Gilbert Strcot
12anvill@, Illinois
61532-1746
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