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Geographic Response Plans 

z What they are 

z What they do for us 

z How we develop them 



What they are… 

in a geographical area. 

GRPs are oil spill protection strategies that 

identify and rank sensitive natural resources 



Example 



What they give us… 

z Direction in the period of “crisis” 

z Identification of natural and cultural 
resources 

z Information for response planning 



How we develop GRPs… 

z 

(pipelines, railways, major highways) 
z Examine maps for access 
z Hold local meetings with stakeholders 
z Involve local spill responders 
z Conduct field work 
z Test the plans 
z Revise the plans 

Examine maps for potential spill sources 




Potential Spill Sources 

z Pipelines 
z Railways 
z Facilities 
z Major Highways 

z You define your potential spill hazards 



Stakeholders 

z Leave no one behind! 
z Identified Potential Responsible Parties 
z First Responders 
z Natural Resource Trustee Agencies 
z Spill Responders 
z Local Interest Groups (fishermen, river 

keepers etc.) 



Field Work 

z Drive to access sites 
z Discuss response strategies 
z Document staging areas 
z Global Positioning System points 
z Site photos 
z Aerial photos 



Public Access to GRPs 

z Develop your format considering: 

– web access 
– ease of use 
– printability in field 
– hard copy document size 
– updates 



Washington’s Inland GRPs 









Test the Plan 



Next Challenges 



Spokane River 

Effects of rapids and waterfalls on 
– Volitilization 
– Dispersion 
– Re-coalescence 
– Effectiveness of conventional boom 



Response Plans 

z 

Washington State Department of Ecology 
Spill Prevention, Preparedness and Response Program 

Rebecca Post 
Pipeline Coordinator 

repo461@ecy.wa.gov 
360-407-7114 

Washington State Inland Geographic 


http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/spills/preparedness/GRP/GRP_inland.htm 
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