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RRT IV 

OSC Responsibilities Along 
the Ohio River 

� Confusion relative to response 
authorities and jurisdictions along the 
Ohio River 
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Three EPA Regions, 4 MSOs, 

and 6 states 



RRT IV 

Background on Reasons for an 
Ohio River Umbrella Plan 

� Lack of clear picture as to
“who’s in charge”? 

� Existing sub-Area plans
provide locally specific
details and they are all
developed using different
formats 

� Gaps exist where no sub-
Area planning has been
done 



RRT IV 

Existing Sub-Area Planning 
Along the Ohio River 



RRT IV 

Regional Response Team 4 
Approach 

EPA Region 4 & Kentucky have primary 
jurisdiction for inland spills along more 
than 600 miles of the Ohio River 

In January 1993, RRT 4 commissioned 
development of an “umbrella document” to 
coordinate various Area Contingency Plans 
(ACPs) that currently exist along the Ohio 
River 



RRT IV 
The Draft Planning Document… 



RRT IV 
The Draft Planning Document... 

� Is NOT A contingency plan.

� Does NOT replace any of the existing 

planning documents already in place for 

ACP 

the area 



RRT IV 
The Document Summarizes... 

� Response Authorities 
� Roles and Responsibilities along the River for: 

Federal Agencies 
Natural Resource Trustees 
State Agencies 
Local Responders 
Industry and Non-Profits (ORSANCO, Spill Co-ops. Etc.) 

� Regional Response Requirements relative to: 
Decanting, In-Situ Burning (ISB), Dispersants Use, 
Bioremediation, etc. 



RRT IV 

Regional Contact 
Information Source 

�	 One-stop shopping for 
Federal agency, state, 
and trustee contact 
information 

Internet linking to 
information contained 
in other planning 
documents 



RRT IV 
Using a River Reach Approach 

� 8 River Reaches, divided 
by geopolitical boundaries 
and response authorities 

� Accompanying table to 
provide summary of 
response authorities 



RRT IV 
Proposed Timeline 

� May 2004:

Draft document review by 
“plan holders” (federal, 
state, local, industry, etc.) 

� August 2004:

Submit to Region 4 RRT for
approval 

� May (or August) 2005

Multi-Regional RRT Meeting
to signify endorsement of
Ohio River Plan across 
Regional Boundaries 



Thank you.
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Art SmithArt Smith 
EPA Region 4 OSCEPA Region 4 OSC –– Louisville, KYLouisville, KY
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Or
Or

Debra Scholz,
Debra Scholz, 
Scientific & Environmental Associates, Inc.
Scientific & Environmental Associates, Inc. 
Phone: 843Phone: 843--766766--3118; email: dscholz@seaconsulting.com
3118; email: dscholz@seaconsulting.com


