Alternative Countermeasuresfor Inland Oil Spills

Over the last few years, alternative oil spill response methods have been gaining in popularity
and acceptance among first responders, state and federal agencies, Congress, and the entire oil
spill response community. In-situ burning (ISB), dispersants, surface washing agents (SWA),
emulsion breakers, chemical sorbents, bioremediation, and other technologies have sparked
controversy and confusion across the country. Many research efforts have helped to clear the air
about toxicity, efficacy, and proper use of these tools, but conflicts still arise. Regional Response
Teams have been tasked with designating pre-approved or expedited dispersant and ISB
application zones.

Advances in monitoring alternative response tool efficacy, and health and safety issues, have
contributed to the baseline knowledge that will aid a responder in making a decision.
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