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Office of International Science and Engineering

ABOUT NSF

The National Science Foundation (NSF) is 
a U.S. government agency responsible for 
promoting basic research and education 
in science and engineering. NSF provides 
more than $5 billion per year in grants to 
U.S. institutions, primarily to universities, 
for research and education across all 
fields of science and engineering. NSF’s 
investments result in new knowledge and 
discoveries at the scientific and engineering 
frontier as well as a world-class, diverse 
and technically trained workforce.

ABOUT OISE

NSF’s Office of International Science and 
Engineering (OISE) serves as NSF’s focal point 
for international science and engineering 
activities. OISE supports--either through its 
own programs or working with the other NSF 
directorates and offices--innovative awards 
and supplements that promote research 
excellence through new international 
collaboration and that develop the next 
generation of globally engaged scientists and 
engineers. OISE funds international research 
and education activities in all NSF-supported 
disciplines involving any region of the world. 
Researchers interested in collaborative 
research should consult both disciplinary 
and OISE program officers. OISE works to 
build effective partnerships throughout the 
global science and engineering research and 
education community and interacts with 
foreign government and scientific counterparts 
to facilitate research collaboration.

For more information on OISE, please visit 
http://www.nsf.gov/oise

Partnerships for International 
Research and Education (PIRE)

PIRE fosters the development of innovative 
models for long-term, international research 
and education partnerships. PIRE funds 
institution-to-institution, cutting-edge 
research conducted by U.S. universities in 
collaboration with foreign counterparts. 
PIRE supports research efforts that neither 
side could accomplish on its own, promotes 
U.S. scientists and engineers operating in 
international teams, and requires U.S. student 
participation in PIRE activities.

NSF OVERSEAS OFFICES

OISE administers NSF’s overseas offices in 
Beijing, Paris and Tokyo, which promote 
collaboration between the U.S. and 
international science and engineering 
communities as well as serve as liaisons 
between NSF and foreign organizations 
and researchers. These offices also report 
on in-country and regional science and 
technology developments and policies.

International Research Fellowship Program

Support for U.S. citizens or permanent 
residents with a recent Ph.D. to conduct 
research at institutions outside the United 
States.

Pan-American Advanced Studies Institutes

Short courses in engineering or biological, 
mathematical or physical sciences for 
advanced graduate and postdoctoral students 
in the Americas.

East Asia and Pacific Summer Institutes

Summer research experiences for U.S. 
graduate students (citizens and permanent 
residents) in Australia, China, Japan, Korea, 
New Zealand or Taiwan.

International Planning Visits and  
Workshops

International Planning Visits: Travel 
to plan collaborative research with 
prospective foreign partners.

International Workshops: Meetings 
to identify common priorities and 
approaches for collaboration on specific, 
well-defined research areas. Note: OISE 
does not support U.S. participation in 
international conferences.

•

•

OISE PROGRAMMATIC ACTIVITIES

Developing Global Scientists and Engineers
International Research Experiences 
for Students: Enable faculty at U.S. 
institutions to organize international 
research experiences for U.S. 
undergraduate and graduate students.

Doctoral Dissertation Enhancement 
Projects: Support dissertation research by 
U.S. graduate students at a foreign site.

 

•

•
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