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march 16, 2011

Dear Participant:

W
elcome to the International Summit on the Teaching Profession. On 
behalf of all the host organizations, we want to thank you for your 
active participation in this historic effort to improve the teaching 

profession by sharing promising practices from around the world. For the fi rst time, 
education ministers and teachers’ union leaders from countries and regions with 
high-performing and rapidly improving education systems have gathered together 
to talk about their approaches to building a highly effective teaching corps.  All of us 
attending share the understanding that great teachers are a prerequisite to producing 
consistently high levels of achievement for every student.

During these two days, you will hear from one another about what has worked—
and what has not—in your countries. You will have the opportunity to learn from 
others’ successes and challenges and to build a community of colleagues with 
whom learning can continue long after the summit is over. We seek to engage 
in thoughtful yet frank conversations across four areas: Teacher Recruitment and 
Preparation; Development, Support, and Retention of Teachers; Teacher Evaluation 
and Compensation; and Teacher Engagement in Education Reform. A background 
paper, prepared by the OECD, describes and highlights practices from around the 
world in each of these areas. A summary paper prepared by the Asia Society will 
document for the public the insights shared and lessons learned at the summit.

As education experts and advocates, your work underscores the vital role that 
teachers play in building world-class education systems and preparing students for 
success in the knowledge economy. Your experiences, commitment, and ideas can 
help all nations and societies to recruit, prepare, and build a teaching profession that 
can ready all young people to be successful in the competitive global economy of 
the 21st century, achieve their potential as individuals, and act as responsible citi-
zens in each of their communities. Working and learning together, each nation can 
improve faster than any one nation can on its own.

Sincerely,

The International Summit 
on the Teaching Profession

march 16–17, 2011

WELCoME

arne Duncan

U.S. Secretary 
of Education

angel gurria

Secretary General 
of OECD

fred van leeuwen

General Secretary of 
Education International
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Wednesday, March 16th (American Museum of Natural History)
Facilitator: Tony Mackay

2:00 pm	 Buses depart from Hilton New York

2:30 pm	 Guests arrive at American Museum of Natural History

3:00 pm	 Welcome 

Arne Duncan, U.S. Secretary of Education
Fred van Leeuwen, General Secretary of Education International
Barbara Ischinger, Education Director of OECD

Summit goals—purpose and outcomes; topics to be covered

3:30 pm	 Framing the issues

• Teacher recruitment and preparation 
• Development, support and retention of teachers 
• Teacher evaluation and compensation 
• Teacher engagement in education reform

Framer: Andreas Schleicher

4:15 pm	 Teacher Recruitment and Preparation

Discussion Starters: Finland and Hong Kong, SAR  
Roundtable discussion  
Q&A from attendees

Rapporteur: Fernando Reimers

6:15 pm	 Reception 

6:45 pm – 9:00 pm	 Dinner  

Welcome from Michael R. Bloomberg, Mayor of New York City

End of dinner	 Buses depart for Hilton New York

Agenda Agenda

Thursday, March 17th (Hilton New York)
Facilitator: Tony Mackay

7:00 am	 Breakfast

8:00 am	 Development, Support and Retention of Teachers

Discussion Starters: People’s Republic of China and United Kingdom  
Roundtable discussion  
Q&A from attendees

Rapporteur: Kai-ming Cheng 

10:00 am	 Teacher Evaluation and Compensation

Discussion Starter: Singapore 
Roundtable discussion  
Q&A from attendees

Rapporteur: Linda Darling-Hammond 

12:00 pm	 Lunch

1:30 pm	 Teacher Engagement in Education Reform

Discussion Starters: Norway and United States 
Roundtable discussion  
Q&A from attendees

Rapporteur: Ben Levin 

3:30 pm	 Coffee Break

4:00 pm	 What Have We Learned?	

Andreas Schleicher and session rapporteurs 

5:30 pm	 Where Do We Go from Here?

Arne Duncan, U.S. Secretary of Education
Angel Gurria, Secretary-General of OECD
Susan Hopgood, President of Education International 

6:00 pm	 Reception
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Brussels Affairs, Flemish 
Government

Mr. Kenneth Chen
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Education, Education 
Bureau, Hong Kong 
Special Administrative 
Region Government

Mr. Doug W. Currie
Minister, Department 
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Childhood Development, 
Prince Edward Island

Ms. Tina  
Nedergaard
Minister for Education

Ms. Mary-Lou  
Donnelly
President, Canadian 
Teachers’ Federation

Mr. Anders Bondo 
Christensen
President, The Danish 
Union of Teachers

Mr. Réjean Parent
President, Centrale des 
Syndicats du Quebec

Mr. Gorm Leschly
Chairman, The Danish 
National Union of Upper 
Secondary School 
Teachers

Mr. Kevin Costante
Deputy Minister, Ontario 
Ministry of Education

Ms. Hanne  
Pontoppidan
President, The Danish 
Union of Education

Mr. Hugo Deckers
General Secretary,  
ACOD-Onderwijs  

Mr. Eddie Shee 
Shing Chung
Vice President, Hong 
Kong Professional 
Teachers’ Union 

Mr. Rudy Van  
Renterghem
Deputy Secretary 
General, Christelijke 
Onderwijscentrale

Mr. Gyver Lau 
Kwok-Leung
Chairman, Chief 
Executive’s Award for 
Teaching Excellence

Belgium

Hong Kong, SAR

Canada Denmark

Mr. Halbe Zijlstra
State Secretary of 
Education, Culture and 
Science

Mr. Walter Dresscher 
President, Algemene 
Onderwijsbond

Mr. Michel Rog
President, CNV Onderwijs

Mrs. Annet  
Kil-Albersen
President, Association for 
the Professional Quality  
of Teachers

Netherlands

Mr. Mirosław 
Sielatycki
Undersecretary of State, 
Ministry of National  
Education

Mr. Sławomir  
Broniarz
President, Polish Teachers’ 
Union

Mr. Michał  
Federowicz
Director, Educational 
Research Institute in 
Warsaw

Ms. Anna Wojciuk
Senior Research Scholar, 
Educational Research 
Institute in Warsaw

Poland

Ms. Lisbet Rugtvedt
State Secretary, Ministry of 
Education and Research

Ms. Haldis Holst
Vice President, Union of 
Education

Mr. Joakim Bakke
Senior Adviser, Ministry of 
Education and Research

Ms. Heidi Dybesland
Deputy Director General, 
Ministry of Education  
and Research

Norway

Mr. Kalle Küttis
Deputy Secretary General, 
General and Vocational 
Education, Ministry of 
Education and Research

Ms. Evi Veesaar
International Secretary, 
Estonian Educational 
Personnel Union

Ms. Margit Timakov
Member of the Board, 
Estonian Teacher 
Association

Mr. Toomas  
Kruusimägi
President, Estonian School 
Leaders Association 

Estonia

Dr. Limin Liu
Vice Minister of Education, 
Ministry of Education

Mr. Mingyang Xue
Director-General, 
Shanghai Municipal 
Education Commission

Mr. Yonggang Song
Deputy Director-General, 
Department of Teacher 
Education, Ministry of 
Education

Mr. Jianjun Cen
Counselor for Education, 
Chinese Consulate-
General in New York

People’s Republic of China

Mr. Francisco das 
Chagas Fernandes
Deputy Executive 
Secretary Basic Education, 
Ministry of Education

Mr. Roberto Franklin 
de Leão 
President, Confederacao 
Nacional dos Trabalhadores 
em Educacao

Mr. Rodrigo Lamego 
T. Soares
Head of the International 
Office, Ministry of 
Education

Brazil

Ms. Henna  
Virkkunen
Minister of Education  
and Science

Dr. Olli Luukkainen
President, Trade Union of 
Education in Finland

Mr. Ari Pokka
President, Finnish 
Association of Principals

Finland

Mr. Etsuya Kanamori
Deputy Minister, Ministry 
of Education, Culture, 
Sports, Science and 
Technology

Mr. Masaki Okajima
Director-General of 
Education and Culture 
Bureau, Japan Teachers’ 
Union

Japan

International International (continued)
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Ms. Barbara  
Ischinger
Director for Education

Dr. Igor Lukšič
Minister, International 
Cooperation Service, 
Ministry of Education  
and Sport

Mr. Branimir Strukelj
General Secretary of 
Education, Science,  
and Culture Trade Union 
of Slovenia

Mr. Roman Gruden
Head of International 
Cooperation and 
European Affairs Service, 
Ministry of Education  
and Sport

Slovenia

Mr. Michael Gove
Secretary of State for 
Education

Dr. Patrick Roach
Deputy General Secretary, 
National Association of 
Schoolmasters Union of 
Women Teachers

Ms. Christine Blower
General Secretary, 
National Union of 
Teachers

Mr. Heath Monk
Chief Executive, Future 
Leaders

United Kingdom Asia Society

WNET New York Public 
Media

Mr. S Iswaran
Senior Minister of State, 
Ministry of Education

Mr. Mike Thiruman
President, Singapore 
Teachers' Union

Mrs. Tan Ching Yee
Permanent Secretary, 
Ministry of Education

Mr. Manogaran  
Suppiah
Exec Director, Academy 
of Singapore Teachers

Singapore

Participants

Mr. Arne Duncan
U.S. Secretary of 
Education

Mr. Dennis  
Van Roekel
President, National 
Education Association 
(NEA)

Ms. Randi  
Weingarten
President, The American 
Federation of Teachers 
(AFT)

Mr. Gene Wilhoit
Executive Director, 
Council of Chief State 
School Officers (CCSSO)

Ms. Marguerite Izzo
New York State Teacher 
of the Year 2007

United States

Host Country

Organisation for  
Economic Co-operation 
and Development (OECD)

Mr. Angel Gurria
Secretary General

Mr. Marcos Bonturi 
Deputy Chief of Staff of 
the Secretary-General

Mr. Michael Davidson
Senior Analyst

Education International

Ms. Susan Hopgood
President

Mr. Fred  
van Leeuwen
General Secretary

Mr. Ronnie Smith
President, European Trade 
Union Committee for 
Education

Mr. Bob Harris
Chair, TUAC Working 
Group on Education, 
Training and Employment 
Policy

Ms. Vishakha  
N. Desai
President

Mr. Anthony Jackson
Vice President, Education

Ms. Vivien Stewart
Senior Advisor

Dr. Ronald Thorpe
Vice President, Education

Mr. Neal Shapiro
President & CEO

Host Organizations

Mr. Tony Mackay
Executive Director, Center 
for Strategic Education

Facilitator

Mr. Andreas Schleicher
Special Advisor on 
Education Policy to the 
Secretary-General, Head of 
the Indicators and Analysis 
Division, OECD

Framer

Mr. Kai-ming Cheng
Professor, Chair of Education 
and Senior Advisor to 
the Vice-Chancellor, The 
University of Hong Kong

Ms. Linda Darling- 
Hammond
Charles E. Ducommun 
Professor of Education, 
Stanford University

Mr. Ben Levin
Professor and Canada 
Research Chair in Education 
Leadership and Policy, 
University of Toronto

Mr. Fernando  
Reimers
Professor of International 
Education, Harvard 
University

Rapporteurs

Participants

International (continued)
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Attendees Attendees

Shelvy Abrams
Vice President, AFT, KINGS, United States

Lois Adams-Rodgers
Senior Advisor, CCSSO, United States

Joseph Aguerrebere
President and CEO, National Board for 
Professional Teaching Standards,  
United States

Francie Alexander
Vice President and Chief Academic  
Officer for Scholastic Education, Scholastic, 
United States

Hilary B. Allen
Associate Director, New York Program, Math 
for America, United States

Megan Allen
ESE Teacher, 2010 Florida Teacher of  
the Year, Hillsborough County Schools, 
United States

Amy Alsop
Union Professional Development Director, 
AFT-Illinois Federation of Teachers,  
United States

Jo Anderson
Senior Advisor to the Secretary of Education, 
Department of Education, United States

Steve Andrews
U.S. Intel Teach Manager, Intel Corporation, 
United States

Adeline Ang
Senior Officer, International Relations, 
Ministry of Education, Singapore

Rose Anello
Director, Government Relations, Scholastic, 
United States

Barbara Angaiak
President, NEA-Alaska, United States

Phil Apruzzese
President, Connecticut EA, United States

Mary Armstrong
President, AFT St. Louis, Local 420,  
United States

Sandy Arseneault
President, South Dakota EA, United States

June Atkinson
State Superintendent, NC Department of  
Public Instruction, United States

John Bangs
Special Consultant to the General Secretary, 
Education International

Chris Bern
President, Iowa State EA, United States

Ellen Bernstein
President, Albuquerque Teachers Federation, 
United States

Lewis Bernstein
EVP, Education, Research & Outreach, 
Sesame Workshop, United States

Barnett Berry
President, Center for Teaching Quality,  
United States

Thomas Bice
Deputy State Superintendent of Education, 
Alabama Department of Education,  
United States

Birgitte Birkvad
Danish Union of Teachers, Denmark

Michelle Bisonnette
Special Assistant on Teacher Quality, 
Department of Education, United States

Kitty Boitnott
President, Virginia EA, United States

Mary Bousted
General Secretary, ATL, United Kingdom

Ann Bradley
Director, AFT Innovation Fund, AFT,  
United States

Darla Bramlette
Board of Directors, NEA, United States

Rod Bristow
President, Pearson United Kingdom

Ted Brodheim
Chief Information Officer, New York 
Department of Education, United States

Eric Brown
Board Member, NEA, United States

Albert J. Browne 
National Program Director, Vice President, 
Education and Technology, Verizon 
Foundation, United States

Anne Bryant
Executive Director, National School Boards 
Association, United States

Kenneth Brynien
Vice-President, Public Employees 
Federation, United States

Elsie Burkhalter
President, St. Tammany Federation  
of Teachers and School Employees,  
United States

Gina Burkhardt
Executive Vice President, American 
Institutes for Research, United States

Lori Burris
NEA BOD Oklahoma, United States

Daniel Buteau
Coordinator Elementary and Secondary 
Education, CMEC, Canada

Michele Cahill
Vice President, National Programs, Carnegie 
Corporation of New York, United States

Colleen Callahan
Director of Professional Issues, RI Federation 
of Teachers and Health Professionals,  
United States

David Cantor
Senior Vice President, Widmeyer 
Communications, United States

Stacey Caruso-Sharpe
Teacher and Vice President, Amsterdam 
Teachers’ Association, NYSUT and AFT,  
United States

Meghan Cassidy
Senior Account Executive, Widmeyer 
Communications, United States

Susan Castillo
Superintendent of Public Instruction, Oregon 
Department of Education, United States

Karen Cator
Director, Office of Educational Technology, 
Department of Education, United States

Wu Chen
Director, Ministry of Education, P.R. China

Mandy Cheng
Assistant Director, International Relations, 
Ministry of Education, Singapore

Mitchell Chester
Commissioner of Education, Massachusetts 
Department of Elementary and Secondary  
Education, United States

Donna M. Chiera
President, Perth Amboy AFT, United States

Truphena Choti
NEA-International Relations, United States

Barbara Chow
Education Program Director, The William 
and Flora Hewlett Foundation, United States

James Cibulka
President, NCATE, United States

Peter Claxton
Manager Education EMEA, SMART 
Technologies, United Kingdom

Michael Cohan
Director of Professional Development and 
Instructional Issues, New Jersey Education 
Association, United States

Peter Cohen
CEO, School, Pearson North America,  
United States
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Senior Director, Education Strategic 
Initiatives, American Museum of  
Natural History, United States
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Vice President, Connecticut EA,  
United States
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Elementary School Principals, United States
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U.S. Education Director, Intel Corporation,  
United States
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Department of Education, United States
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U.S. Director of Corporate Affairs, Intel 
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President, The New Teacher Project,  
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Communications Director, CCSSO,  
United States
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Executive Director, National Association  
for the Education of Young Children,  
United States
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Senior Policy Advisor, Department of 
Education, United States

Linda Davin
NEA-Teacher Quality, United States
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Sign Language Interpreter, Douglas County 
School District, United States
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President and CEO, National Center on Time 
and Learning, United States
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Vernelle S. de Lagarde
President, St. Thomas-St. John Federation of 
Teachers Local 1825, U.S. Virgin Islands
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Special Adviser to the Secretary, 
Department for Education, United Kingdom
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State Superintendent, State of Ohio,  
United States
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Executive Assistant, Widmeyer 
Communications, United States

Michael DiMaggio
Director, Strategic Partnerships, CCSSO,  
United States

Deb Disner
Sign Language Interpreter, Douglas County 
Public Schools, United States

Kathleen Donahue
Vice President, New York State United 
Teachers, United States

Virginia Dooley
Publisher of Teaching Resources, Scholastic,  
United States

David Dorn
Director-International Affairs, AFT,  
United States

Kimberleigh Doyle
Education Advocate, SMART Technologies, 
United States

David Edwards
NEA-International Relations, United States

Susan Elliott
Teacher, Douglas County Schools,  
United States

Marietta English
President, Baltimore Teachers Union,  
United States

Lily Eskelsen
Vice President, NEA, United States

William Ethridge
CEO, Pearson Education, United States

Segun Eubanks
NEA-Teacher Quality, United States

John Evans
General Secretary, Trade Union Advisory 
Committee to the OECD, France

Janice Ewing
Guest, Math for America, United States

John Ewing
President, Math for America, United States

Charles Fadel
Global Education Lead, Cisco, United States

Maddie Fennell
Nebraska State EA, United States

Michael Flanagan
State Superintendent, State of Michigan, 
United States

Hartina Flournoy
Assistant to the President, AFT,  
United States

Clara Floyd
Maryland State EA, United States

Frank Flynn
President, Rhode Island Federation of 
Teachers and Health Professionals,  
United States

Bridget Fortner
Director Acuity CTB, McGraw-Hill Education, 
United States
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Deputy General Secretary, Education 
International, Belgium

Fred Frelow
Program Officer, The Ford Foundation,  
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Jana Frieler
President, National Association of Secondary 
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Cristin Frodella
Head of Education Marketing, Google,  
United States

Susan Frost
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University, United States
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Ellen Futter
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Federal President, Australian Education 
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2008 National Teacher of the Year, 
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Vice President, UFT Teacher Center 
Professional Development Program,  
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Anita Gibson
President, Alabama EA, United States

Belinda Gimbert
Associate Professor, Educational 
Administration, The Ohio State University, 
United States

Jason Glass
State Director, Iowa Department of 
Education, United States

Lisa Goth
Minister’s Personal Assistant, Ministry of 
Education, Denmark

Ed Gragert
Executive Director, iEARN-USA,  
United States
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The National Education Association (NEA) is the United States’ largest professional employee 

organization, representing 3.2 million elementary and secondary teachers, higher education faculty, education 

support professionals, school administrators, retired educators and students preparing to become teachers. NEA 

was founded in 1857 and our mission is to advocate for education professionals and to unite our members 

and the nation to fulfill the promise of public education to prepare every student to succeed in a diverse and 

interdependent world. This summit will engage world leaders in discussions that put us on a course toward 

assuring every student a competent, caring, and qualified teacher. The profession of teaching is complex and the 

development of great teaching is systemic. NEA celebrates this first-of-a-kind opportunity to create a global 

community focused on great teaching. The heart of education is the daily engagement between teacher and 

student. We must educate our way to a better economy and give our students the tools they need to compete 

in the global marketplace. Every nation can learn from the best practices of others and be inspired by top-

performers. The world’s children will be the beneficiaries of the work done at this summit. 

www.nea.org

The American Federation of Teachers (AFT), a union of 1.5 million members, believes that it takes 

hard work and meaningful collaboration with many partners to elevate the teaching profession. We have spent 

the better part of the past three years meeting as a union, traveling to see education systems in other countries, 

and consulting with education experts to create commonsense, sustainable solutions to instructional and teacher-

quality issues. Our efforts have resulted in the introduction of new frameworks for everything from teacher 

evaluation to professional development and tenure, as well as serious planning on rolling out the Common Core 

State Standards. 

The International Summit on the Teaching Profession is a unique additional opportunity to meet and 

exchange ideas with international colleagues in the effort to give all children the best education possible. This 

event will highlight best practices from nations that have had success, with a goal that they might be adapted 

or replicated for the benefit of all students and teachers. The summit will focus on the kind of inclusive and 

constructive dialog that must take place if we are to be successful in our efforts to bring high-quality instruction 

to every child’s classroom. 

www.aft.org

The Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) is a nonpartisan, nationwide, nonprofit 

organization of public officials who head departments of elementary and secondary education in the states, 

the District of Columbia, the Department of Defense Education Activity, and five U.S. extra-state jurisdictions. 

CCSSO provides leadership, advocacy, and technical assistance on major educational issues. The Council seeks 

member consensus on major educational issues and expresses their views to civic and professional organizations, 

federal agencies, Congress, and the public.

Planners Planners

CCSSO collaborates with states to develop systems for recruitment, induction, retention, accountability, 

and support of highly effective educators and educational leaders. The International Summit on the Teaching 

Profession will offer an unprecedented opportunity to have a dialogue with colleagues around the world about 

recruiting, preparing and supporting teachers to improve outcomes for students.

www.ccsso.org

Asia Society is the leading global and pan-Asian organization working to strengthen relationships and 

promote understanding among the people, leaders and institutions of the United States and Asia. The Society 

seeks to increase knowledge and enhance dialogue, encourage creative expression, and generate new ideas across 

the fields of arts and culture, policy and business, and education. The Asia Society Partnership for Global Learning 

develops youth to be globally competent citizens, workers, and leaders by equipping them with the knowledge 

and skills needed for success in an increasingly interconnected world. 

Building on Asia Society’s fifty years of experience in convening high-level networks from different sectors 

across Asia and the United States, Learning With the World is an initiative from the Asia Society Partnership for 

Global Learning meant to focus on international best practice and common issues of concern in education. It 

convenes the world’s thought leaders in education to foster focused, generative communication among them, 

and to catalyze improvement of education systems through the sharing and adaptation of best practices. Key 

to this initiative is engagement in on-going communication to broaden this conversation to include interested 

individuals worldwide through reports and online features.

www.AsiaSociety.org/Education

WNET New York Public Media is a major producer for the Public Broadcasting Service (PBS). The par-

ent company of New York public broadcasters THIRTEEN and WLIW21, WNET provides nearly 30% of PBS 

programming, and is responsible for such iconic series as Nature, American Masters, Great Performances, Secrets of the 

Dead, Charlie Rose, The Tavis Smiley Show, Need to Know, and the animated Children’s program Cyberchase. WNET 

maintains one of the largest education departments of all PBS stations, working directly with schools and com-

munity organizations to extend the value of programs beyond the screen. WNET is the creator of the Celebration 

of Teaching & Learning, an annual professional development conference attracting more than 10,000 educators 

from all 50 states and beyond. It also is the creator of VITAL (Video in Teaching and Learning). Launched with 

a Ready to Teach grant from the U.S. Department of Education, VITAL is a free online resource with thousands 

of video-based resources and related instructional activities now used by more than 500,000 educators. WNET 

is proud to be involved in the planning and production of the International Summit on the Teaching Profession 

and to have it connected to the Celebration of Teaching & Learning.

www.wnet.org
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