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Office of the National Coordinator for Health IT
(ONC)

Resource for the entire U.S. health system

Supports and coordinates efforts to improve

health care through:
— Adoption of health information technology (HIT)
— Nationwide health information exchange (HIE)

Created in 2004, then mandated in 2009 in the
Health Information Technology for Economic
and Clinical Health (HITECH) Act
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Office of Provider Adoption Support (OPAS)

Goal: Assist All Providers to Achieve Meaningful Use of EHR Systems

Regional Extension Centers (REC)
Project Office

Provider Adoption Servic Meaningful Use

ealth Information Technology

Community College Workforce Research Center (HITRC)
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Why Providers Should Implement EHRs?

« EHRSs that are implemented properly can improve the
guality and efficiency of care that is delivered

 Providers that achieve meaningful use can receive
between $44,000 and $63,000 through the EHR
Incentive Program

« Many private plans are now aligning their existing
qguality improvement programs around meaningful
use

 Health care reform programs, such as Accountable
Care Organizations (ACOs) will rely on data from
EHR systems

« EHRs can assist with reporting grant requirements
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Regional Extension Centers (RECSs)

* Goal: Assist at least 100,000 primary care providers in
achieving Meaningful Use by 2012

 Approach:
— Currently 60 RECs covering 98% of the USA

— $644 Million funded via 4-year Cooperative
Agreements

 While REC are encourage to work with all providers
they will initially focus on “Priority Settings” Such
as:

— Individual and small group practices focused on
primary care (10 or fewer care providers)

— Public and Ciritical Access Hospitals ,\{(cww




Current RECs

United States Regional Extension Centers
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*Note: applicable regions across the nation may also be supported by the Indian Health Board Regional Extension Center, headquartered in Washington DC.




) Organization Cohort ID Organization Cohort
1 |Hawaii Health Information Exchange 2 29 |North Carolina Area Health Education Centers Program 1
Northern California Regional Extension 30 |Quality Insights of Pennsylvania (Eastern) 2
2 [Center — : : 1 31 |Quality Insights of Pennsylvania (Western) 2
3 gngZrem California Regional Extension 1 32 |Chesapeake Regional Information For Our Patients 2
Local Initiative Health Authority for Los 33 We§t Virginia Health Improvement Institute, Inc. 1
4 |Angeles County 2 Natlc_m_al Center for Primary Care, Morehouse School of
5 Arizona Health-eConnection 2 34 Me_dlcm_e X 1
- University of South Alabama Center for Strategic Health
6 Lovelace C“nlc. - - L 35 |Innovation 2
Texas Tech University Health Sciences
7 |center 2 Dallas- Fort Worth Hospital Council Education and
The TAMUS Health Science Center Research 36 |Research Foundation 2
8 |Foundation 2 37 __|Oklahoma Foundation for Medical Quality 1
Univ. of Texas Health Sciences Center at 38 [|Arkansas Foundation For Medical Care 1
9 |Houston 2 39 |Qsource (TN) 1
10 |eQHealth Solutions, Inc. 2 40 |University of Kentucky/UK HealthCare 2
11 [LouisianaHealth Care Quality Forum 2 41 _|Greater Cincinnati HealthBridge 1
12 |Community Health Centers Alliance, Inc 2 42 |Ohio Health Information Partnership (OHIP) 1
13 |University of South Florida-- USF Health 2 43 |Altarum Institute 1
14 |Health Choice Network, Inc. 1 44  |Purdue University 1
15 JUCF College of Medicine 2 45 |Northwestern University 1
16 |South Carolina Research Foundation 2 46  |Northern lllinois University 1
VHQC and the Center for Innovative 47 |MetaStar, Inc. 1
17 |Technology, for The Virginia Consortium 1 48 [The Curators of the University of Missouri 2
18 [National Indian Health Board 2 49 |Kansas Foundation for Medical Care, Inc. 1
District of Columbia Primary Care 50 |CIMRO of Nebraska 1
19 |Association (DCPCA) 1 51 |lowalEMC 1
20 |Quality Insights of Delaware 2 52 |Key Health Alliance (Stratis Health) 1
21 _|NJ Institute of Technology 2 53 |South Dakota HIT Regional Extension Center 2
22 |Fund for Public Health NY 1 54 |colorado RHIO 1
23 |New York eHealth Collaborative (NYeC) 1 55 |Healthinsight 1
24 |eHealth Connecticut Inc. 2 56 |Mountain-Pacific Quality Health Foundation 2
25 [Rhode Island Quality Institute 1 57 |OCHIN, Inc. 1
26 |Massachusetts Technology Collaborative 1 58 |Qualis Health 1
27 |HealthinfoNet 2 59 |Alaska eHealth Network 2
28 |Vermont Information Technology Leaders 1




RECs: Services for Providers

* RECs support providers in adopting and becoming
Meaningful Users of HIT through comprehensive
services:

— EHR vendor selection and implementation support
— Project management assistance
— Workflow redesign

— Collaborating with educational institutions to increase
workforce capacity

* ONC is also developing strategies to support priority
settings (example, rural health) through Communities of
Practice

* Each REC will provide services/supports designed to
meet the needs of the providers in its service area.g(~
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An Example of an REC: The Chicago Health

Information Technology Regional Extension Center
(CHITREC)

The Chicago Health Information
Technology Regional Extension

Center (CHITREC) is a public- ‘ ’ ALLIANCE OF CHICAGO
private partnership that brings

together leading healthcare and
information technology experts

Community Health Services, LLC

from health care organizations,
academia, industry, and
government and is focused on
providing resources to promote
Meaningful Use of Health

: NORTHWESTERN
Information Technology.

UNIVERSITY
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http://www.alliancechicago.org/index.html�

CHITREC Mission and Vision

ks

To improve health care in Chicago
through the adoption and use of
advanced information technology GOAL

— To help 1486
Effectively apply health information meaningful use of

technology to: EHR systems by

» Improve the quality, safety and 2012, and 1653
efficiency of health care

e EEEEEE——— providers
* Reduce health disparities : :
» Engage patients and families sl A Prerlie by 2014
» Improve care coordination Total # PPCPs: 2042
* Improve population and public

health Total # PCPs: 2432

* Ensure adequate privacy and ‘
security protections for personal
health information

Total # Providers:
6254
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CHITREC Activities & Events

e Recent Activities & Events

- Are actively signing up Community Health Centers,
FQHCs, and small practices

- Developing a vendor EHR survey
- Developing Usability Center
« Upcoming Activities & Events
- Will develop local networks of provider EHR user
groups
- Planning coffee house discussions with providers
- CHITREC is hosting a fall provider workshop
- Developing tools to assist with workflow redesign
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Why should providers work with an REC?

 Adoption and EHR System isn’t easy and
providers often don’t have necessary
resources

« RECs can provide use economies of scale to
ensure that practices get the
support/attention they need from vendors

« RECs are partnering with hospitals and other
programs in your area to maximize the
support you receive
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are area.

or More Information About the REC in your

Visit the ONC Web site: healthit.hhs.gov
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The Health Information Technalogy for Economic and Clinical Health (HITECH) Act seeks to improve American health care
delivery and patient care through an unprecedented investment in health information technology, The provisions of the HITECH
Act are specifically designed to work together ta provide the necessary assistance and technical support to providers, enable
coordination and alignment within and among states, establish connectivity to the public health community in case of
emergencies, and assure the workforce is properly trained and equipped to be meaningful users of EHRs. Combined these
programs build the foundation for every American to benefit from an electronic health record, as part of a modernized,
interconnected, and vastly improved system of care delivery.

State Health Information Exchange Gooperative Agreement Program; A grant program to support States or State
Designated Entities (SDEs) in establishing health information exchange (HIE) capability among healthcare providers and hospitals
in their jurisdictions.

Health Information Technology Extension Program: & grant program to establish Health Information Technology Regional
Extension Centers to offer technical assistance, guidance and information on best practices to support and accelerate health
care providers’ effarts to become meaningful users of Electronic Health Recards (EHRs).

Strategic Health IT Advanced Research Projects (SHARP) Program: A grant program to fund ressarch focused on achiewing
breakthrough advances to address well-documented problems that have impeded adoption: 1) Security af Health Information
Technology; 2) Patient-Centered Cognitive Support; 2) Healthcare spplication and Network Platform Architectures; and, 4)
Secondary Use of EHR Data,

Community College Consortia to Educate Health Information Technology Professionals Program: A grant program that
seeks to rapidly create health 1T education and training programs at Community Colleges ar expand existing programs
Community Colleges funded under this initiative will establish intensive, non-degree training programs that can be completed in
six months or less. This is one component of the Health 1T Warkforce Program

Curriculum Development Centers Program: 4 grant program ta provide $10 million in grants to institutions of higher
education (or consortia thereof) to suppart health information technology (health IT) curriculum development, This is ane
component of the Health 1T Waorkforce Program,

Program of Assistance for University-Based Training: 4 grant program to rapidly increase the availability of individuals
qualified to serve in specific health information technology professional roles requiring university-level training. This is one

component of the Health 1T waorkforce Prograrm,

Competency Examination for Individuals Completing Non-Degree Training Program: A grant program to provide §6 million
in grants to an institution of higher education (or consortia thereof} to support the development and initial administration of a
set of health IT competency examinations. This is one component of the Health 1T warkforce Program
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http://www.healthit.hhs.gov/�

QUESTIONS?

Mat Kendall
Mat.kendall@hhs.gov

Deparmment of Health & Human Sorvices
CHfics of the Matensl CoanBtn: foe
Flealth Information Techmalogy




	Regional Extension Centers�Working to Assist Providers to Achieve Meaningful Use of Electronic Health Record Systems
	Office of the National Coordinator for Health IT (ONC)
	ONC Organization
	Slide Number 4
	Why Providers Should Implement EHRs?
	Regional Extension Centers (RECs)
	Current RECs
	Slide Number 8
	RECs: Services for Providers
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Why should providers work with an REC?
	For More Information About the REC in your are area: 
	Slide Number 15

