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Revised November 1961 • 
Prescribed by General Services REOlsT F~R AUTHORITY Administrat ion 
GSA Reg. 3-IV-I06 TO DISPOSE OF RECORDS 116-102
 

(See Instructions on Reverse)
 

TO:	 GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION, I ~173~23 4----- - . 
NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDSSERVICE, WASHINGTON25, D. C. 

NOTIFICATION TO AGENCYI. FROM (AGENCY OR ESTABLISHMENT)
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare 

----------------------------------',	 IN ACCORDANCE WI111 THE PROVISIONS OF PUBLIC2. MAJOR SUBDIVISIONtiocial Security Administration	 LAW 91-287 DISPOSAL OF ITEMS MARKED "DISPOSAL 
APPROVED" IS AUTI10RIZED. 

3. MINOR SUBDIVISION Office of Research and Statistics 

4. NAME OF PERSON WITH WHOM TO CONFER	 15 TEL EXT Arthur J. Benner, SSA Records Officer '130-45772 

6. CERTIFICATE OF AGENCY REPRESENTATIVE: 

I hereby certify that I am authorized to act for the bead of this agency In mattera pertaining to the diaposal of records, and that the recorda described in this list or 

schedule of_~ pages are proposed for disposal for the reason Indicated: ("X" only one) 

D 
A The records have B The records will cease to have aufficient value
 

ceased to have suffi· to warrant further retention on the expiration
 
cient value tq warrBllt of the period of time indicated or on e occur-~I---t- of the event specified.further	 retentton, 

APR 24 1973 
(Date)	 (Title) 

9.7. 8. DESCRIPTION OF ITEM	 10.
SAMPLE ORITEM NO. (WITH INCLUSIVE DATES OR RETENTION PERIODS)	 ACTION TAKEN JOB NO. 

,}.. Current Medicare Surv~ (CMS) Statistics - Supplementary

Medical Insurance Sample (Part B)
 

These files are accumulated by the Office of Research
 
and Statistics and converted to microfilm for continuous
 
use. The files provide current data on the utilization 
of medical care services by beneficiaries of the medical 
insurance program (Part B of Medicare). 

Included are the Current Medicare Survey questionnaires,
 
which record such information as: name and address of
 
respondent, date and place of doctor viSits, type of
 
phYSician, condition treated, medical services received
 
(x-rays, medical tests, ambulance services, etc.), and
 
total charges incurred. Also included is the Demographic

Record, SSA-1758B, which records supplemental information
 
on the characteristics of beneficiaries and their
 
families.
 

a.	 Destroy after microfilm has been verified as being

accurate.
 

.	 \b.	 Destroy microfilm after 20 years, or when no longer

required in current operations, whichever is later.
 

Fo..., copies, including origincal, to be submitted to the Nationcal .ll.Jrcbive. and Reeo~ck Sennee 16-59429-3 GPO 
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THE SSA ADHIIHSTRATIVE DIRECTIVES SYSTEM 

SURVEYS AND STUDIES BDOO f:15-3 
6-7-68 Guide Circular 

DO:PDH 

CURHEliT J>!EDICARE SUR\TEY- -PAHT B 

PURPOSEMill OBJECTrJt:S 

As you know, the Current I,fedicare Survey (CMS) was initiated in 1966 at 
the beginning of the :·:edicare program. ~egular statistics for the 
Medicare program depend on receipt by the Social Security Administration 
of copies of bills after payment by carriers and interr:;ediaries t hrcugh-
out the country. Considerable delays in the availability of current 
information are inherent in the regular billing end statistical reporting 
systems. Ci,;Svas designed to overcome this delay by providing curr-ent 
data on the utilization of and the charges for medical care use by 
per-sons covered under tne pr-ogr-am. 

( I) 
The Current l·fedice-:-e Survey is composed of tHO parts: The hospital 
insurance sarnpLe (?ert A), w i th which the district offices are directly 
iri"VolvecfT '3nr3.-tbA _~~p-ple!:;entary .medi ca L insurance sampLe (Part B). See 
Guide Circula:- 3i)OJ f:15-1 dated April 10, 1968: for the latest 
description of t he ::os:9::'tal Lnsur-ance sample. Hhile district offices are 
not directly involved i" thE: Sr.1I s5.r:;ple, this circu15r is intended to 
provide backgr-ound Lnf'ornat Lon on the current operation and status of the 
Part B sample. 

Inforrr.ation about t he services used under the medical insurance pr ogz-am 
is obtained by mont.h Iy field interviews with a sampLe of the enrolled 
popu lat.t on . 'I'he ir.terviel-ls are conducted for SSt, by the Bur-eau of 
the Cens us . Census ::'ntervie"ers use a quest, ionnaire (:<orm SSA-175(~ or 
SSA-175cA) to cb ta Ln- and record .the f'cLl.ovi ng items of information f'r-om 
each beneficiary in the sample: _nane end address of respondent, date and 
place of doctor v i s i ts, -c:rpe of phy s i ci an, condit ion treet,ed, ot aer 
medica L services r cc e iyed , inc Luding covered raedi.ca L ser vice s receive:i 
in the hospit,al ani n~'sin~ home, as ~ell as X-rays, medical ~ests, 
ambulance services, and t.he like .-.~Also LncLuded are questions r-eLat t ng 
to the totel a~O~!1t c~ the bill, the port,ion not covered by the program, 
and the source of pa~ent, of this port.ion. 

Filing Instr1..:=~ions: file ~his circu13r in th2 bin0cr lRbeled SSA 
Admini str-et ive Di:-2c-:i·;e:> Syste:n in ?art 15, "Surveys end Studies:" and 
post receipt on the c~ecklist of 8DOO Transmittal !~tices. 

Dts t r ibuz ion: ';0 ':'1.1 :~D':'O headqua r t er-s , recional, di st r Lct and branch 
offices on E:COO Guidc and Circular r...:-.ilin£; list. 
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The same questionnaire is used. each month to collect the desired infor-
mation from the apprcx iraat.e 4:000 persons in the sample. TheIy same
 
beneficiaries re~in in t~e s~~p:e t~o~ghout the course of a l5-month
 
"survey year," correspondi::g ~o the period affected by the $50
 
deductible under the Si'U ;rogram. Because of the relationship to the
 
deductible, the "survey yea::,"generally begins in October and ends in
 
December of the f'o Ll.owing year. A diary (Form SSA-1611) is also left
 
each month with persons i~ t0e sample to enable them to record the
 
medical services used duri~~ ttat month and to aid them in recalling
 
the services used at the ti~e of the interview ear~ the following month.
 

In addition to the "basic" Lnf'crraat ion collected each month, cr.s is 
used at times to collect supple~ental information that is particularly 
useful and may be needed ~uic~~ for administrative or program planning 
purposes. During the current "survey year" C~_13~_~.~.~_JE~ervJew~ 
will also be obtaining :nfor~ation for the SSA on the characteristics 
o"'fthe sarap Le person's andthei~ - families. To acc~~pllih'thls 'tlieyare 
using: (1) the De~ograp~ic Supple~ent (Form SSA-1758B), which shows how 
the aged live and the extent o~ their dependency on others, and (2) the 
Economic Supp Ier.errt (FoITlSS-~-1758C), vhi ch was designed to provide 
answers to ques~ions of e::::plG}~en~,assets, and income of the aged. These 
two supplements ;'Ii 11 be used. at Leas t once dur i ng the time that a person
is in the sample. Additional sUf-pler.:entsrequesting other types of 
information from these perso~s r.~ybe used from ti~e to time. 

Census t rrtervtever s are spe cLa Ll.y trained for the conduct of the eMS. 
They 8re instructed to i:::orn the persons interviewed th~t the survey is 
being under t.aken for t.he Social Security Administration, that the survey
has nothing to do with t~ei~ ~edicare benefits, and that all answers 
provided are cO::lpletelycon:'idential, will be used only by persor.s engaged 
in thi~st}1dy" and will not ce disclosed or released for any other ', 
purposes or to any other persons. 

Census Lnt er-vt been t.ed to refer questionsever-s have Lns t.r-uc beneficiaries I 

to SSA district o f'f'Lc es . Qc;,estionsthen you are not able to answer 
regarding the survey should be referred ~: 

Social Security Adninistration 
Office of ~ese2rch and Statistics 
P.O. Box 1433 
Ba Ltfrr.ore, ~.laryland21203 
Attent ion: current Hedicare Survey , 

The interviewers will also refer eny questions raised by beneficiaries 
regarding their ide:1tity or 8athority to the locnl district office. 
Therefore, all district of:ice e:aployces in a position to answer inquiries
from the public should be familiar with the C!~-Part B contacts. 

Due to the large number of Census Bureau intervieHers and frequent
personnel chan;es, it is'not feasible to provide district offices ~ th 
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advance notice of CNS--Part B stu'eyors in 3 Given locality...... However,
should benet'Lctar ies que st i.on t ae identity Oi' an i.everLnt.er-v , they 
should be "inforned that each 8~ the sur..... carries official U.S.eyors
Gover~~ent identification cards beari~~ the individual's photoGraph.
In addition, they carry for~s and equip~ent furnished by, and bearing 
the seal of, the Bureau of t~e :ensus. Also, each intervie~er operates
~~der the general isi0n o~ a ~ureau of the Census rezionalsuper..... office 
and frequently t.ha t o.f':~:::e l..:.eetinc;s instructions.visits icx: and If 
normal means of identification are not accepted by the beneficiary, a 
call should be placed to the interviewer's regional office to verifY the 
individual's identity. 

Beneficiaries who contact the district office regarding the Part B 
survey should be given an expla~ation of tte survey and its purpose as 
described above. Even though it is completely voluntary they should 
be informed that "Ghe survey is under- the aur pi.ces of SSA and that their 
cooperation wo uLd be appr-eciat.ed , However, should they object to 
participation in the pro5ra~, infor~ them of their righmto refuse to 
furni~h the requested infor~~~ion. If a beneficiary chooses not to 
cooperate he should be instructed to so inform the surveyor when he is 
contacted. 
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