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NOTIFICATION TO AGENCY

TO: GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION, \
NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS SERVICE, WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

1. FROM (AGENCY OR ESTABLISHMENT)
partment of Health, Education, and Welfare

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF PUBLIC

2. MAJOR SUBDIVISION
. . . . * LAW 91-287 DISPOSAL OF ITEMS MARKED 'DISPOSAL
ocial Security Administration APPROVED" 1S AUTHORIZED.

3. MINOR SUBDIVISION
fice of Research and Statistics \)\fb
Vi
7

4. NAME OF PERSON WITH WHOM TO CONFER 5. TEL. EXT. .
Arthur J. Benner, SSA Records Officer 130-45772 DATE

ARCHIVIST OF THE

6. CERTIFICATE OF AGENCY REPRESENTATIVE:
1 hereby certify that I am authorized to act for the head of this agency in matters pertaining to the disposal of records, and that the records described in this list or

schedule of pages are proposed for disposal for the reason indicated: (“*X" only one)
A The records have B The records will cease to have sufficient value
ceased to have suffi. to warrant further retention on the expiration
cient value tq warrant of the period of time indicated or on
further retention, of the event specified,

cer
APR 24 1973 Department Records Management offi
(Date) Representative) (Title)
9.
7. 8. DESCRIPTION OF ITEM 10.
ITEM NO. (WITH INCLUSIVE DATES OR RETENTION PERIODS) SAMELEOR | ACTION TAKEN
‘¥. Current Medicare Survey (CMS) Statistics - Supplementsry

Medical Insurance Sample (Part B)

These files are accumulated by the Office of Research
land Statistics and converted to microfilm for continuous
use. The files provide current data on the utilization
of medical care services by beneficiaries of the medical
insurance program (Part B of Medicare ).

Included are the Current Medicare Survey questionnaires,
which record such information as: name and address of
respondent, date and place of doctor visits, type of
physician, condition treated, medical services received
(x-rays, medical tests, ambulance services, etc.), and
total charges incurred. Also included is the Demographic
Record, SSA-1758B, which records supplemental information
on the characteristics of beneficiaries and their
families,

a. Destroy after microfilm has been verified as being
accurate.

. . LY .
b. Destroy microfilm after 20 years, or when no longer
required in current operations, whichever is later.

Four copies, including original, to be submitted to the National Axchives and Records Service 16—53420-3 GPO
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THE SSA ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTIVES SYSTEM

SURVEYS AND STUDIES BDOO f:15-3
6-7-68 Guide Circular
DO:PDH

CURRENLT MEDICARE SURVEY--PART B

PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES

As you know, the Current ifedicare Survey (CMS) was initiated in 1966 at
the beginning orf the lledicare program. Regular statistics for the
Medicare program depend on receipt by the Social Security Administraction
of copies of bills after payment by carriers and intermediaries through-
out the country. Considerable delays in the availability of current
information are inherent in the reguler billing and statistical reporting
systems. CMS was designsd to overcome this delay by providing current
data on the utilization of and the charges for medical care use by
persons covered under the program.

S (1)

The Current liedicere Survey is composed of two rarts: The hospital
insurance sample (Part A), with which the district offices are dirsctly
{fvolved: and-t iementary medical insurance sample (Part B). See
Guide Cir 15-1 dated April 1C, 1958, for the latest

he nospital lnsurance ssmpie. Wnile district offices zre
;0lved in the SMI semple, this circulsr is intended to
provide © c'c“ound information on the current operation and status of the
Part B sampl

Information about the services used under the medical insurance vprogre
is obtained by monthly field interviews with a sample c¢f the enrolled
population. The intervieus are conducted for SSA by the Bureau of

the Census. Census interviewers use a questionnaire (Form S8A-17584 or
SSA-175€A) to cbteain- and record the following items of information from
each beneficiary in the sample: _name and =ddress of respondent, date and
place of dccter visit
o

s, type of physician, condition treated, other
medical services roceived, including covered medical services received
in the hospital ani nursing home, as well as X-reys, medical tests,
embulance services, and the like.. Also included szre questions relating
to the total emount of tne bill, the sortion not covered by the progren,

and the source of payment of hlS portion.
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Filing Instructions: :ile this circular in thz binder labeled SSA

. . . . LE]
Administrative Dirzc=ives System in Part 15, "Surveys and Studies,” and
rost receipt on the checklist of BDOOD Lransmlt al llotices.

Distriouzion: 70 ail D20 neadyuarters, regionesl, district and branch
offices on BuOO Guide and Circular mailing list.
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Tne same questiornaire is used each month to collect the desired infor-
mation from the eporoximztely L.000 persons in the sample. The same
benericiaries remain in thes ¢ mo —e throughout the course of a 15-month
"survey year," corresponding to the period affected by the $50
deductible under the SMI rrogram. Because of the relationship to the
deductible, the "survey yezr" generally begins in October and ends in
December of the following year. A diary (Form SSA-1611) is also left
each month with persons in the sample to enable them to record the
medical services used durirz that month and to aid them in recalling

the services used at the time of the interview early the following month.

In addition to the "basic"” information collected each month, CMS is

used at times to collect supplemental information that is particularly
useful and may be needed gcuicx lj for administrative or program planning
purposes. During the current survey year" Census Bureau interviewvers
will also be obtzining inforration for the SS8A on, thg‘gharacteris°1cs

of the sample perscns and their femilies. To accomolish this they are
using: (l) the Demograchic Supplement (Form SSA-1758B), which shows how
the aged live 2nd the extient of their dependency on others, and (2) the
Economic Supplersnt (Form SSA-1758C), which was designed to provide
answers to questions of ecployment, assets, and income of the aged. These
two supplements will be used at least once during the time that a person
is in the sample. Additional surplenents requesting other types of
informaticn from these persons mey be used from time to time.

Census interviewvers are specislly trained for the conduct of the CMsS.

They are instructed to inform the persons interviewed that the survey is
being undertaxen for tre Socizl Security Administration, that the survey
has nothing to do with their ledicare benefits, and that_all answers

provided are completely ¢o fidantial, will be used only by parsons engaged
in this study,.and will not te .
purposes or to any other person

Census interviewers have been instructed to refer beneficiaries' questions
to SSA district offices. GQusstions thact you are not able to answer
regarding the survey snould ve referred to:

Social Security Administration
Office of Reseazrch and Statisties
P.0. Box 1k33

Baltimore, Maryland 21203
Attention: (Current Medicare Survey.

The interviewers will also refer sny questions raised by beneficiaries
regarding their identity or suthority fto the local district office.
Therefore, all district office employees in a position to answer inquiries
from the public cshould be Familiar witn the CMS-Part B contacts.

Due to the large number of Census Bureau interviewers and frequent
personnel changes, it is-not feasible to provide district offices w th
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advance notice of CMS--Part B surveyors in a given locality. However,
snould beneficiasries question thne identity o7 an interviewer, they
shculd be'informed that each 2 the surveyors carries official U.S.
Government identification csrds bearingz the individual's photograph.

In addition, they carry foros and eguipment furnished by, and bearing
the seal of, the Bureau of the Census. Also, each interviewer operates
under the general supervision 07 a Zureau of the Census regional office
and freguantly visits that oilize fcr wneetings and instructions. If
norral means of identification zre not accepted by the beneficiary, a
call should be placed to the interviewer's regional office to verify the
individual's identity.

Beneficiaries who contact the district office regarding the Part B
survey should be given an explanation of the survey and its purpose as
described above. Even thougrh it is completely voluntary they should
be informed that the survey is under the =2ucpices or SS5A and that their
cooperation would be apprecizted. However, should they object to
participation in the rrogran, inform them of their rights to refuse to
furnich the requested informztion. If a beneficiary chooses not to
cooperate he should be instructed to so inform the surveyor when he 1s
contzcted.
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