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OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL FILES 

1. LEGAL OPINION PRECEDENT FILES 

Precedential legal opinions issued by the General Counsel for 
application to programs throughout SSA. Included are legal
opinions, directly related memorandums, copies of laws, and 
related documents. Arranged by docket control numbers, and 
coded numbers. 

Disposition: Permanent - Cutoff at the close of 
transfer to WNRC two years thereafter. Transfer 
National Archives after eutof~. (NCl-235-80-1, 

~ ~ _A/hd-R./.Xv-: 20 ~ ~ ud~. 

the FY and 
to the 

601-1) ~ 

2. LITIGATION CASE FILES 

Records of Civil Court Actions filed against the Social 
Security Administration for benefits pursuant to Titles II, 
XVI and XVIII of the Social Security Act, and Overpayment 
recovery actions brought by SSA under Title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act. (NCl-235-77-1) 

A. District Court Decisions/Circuit
State Court Decisions 

Court Decisions\ 

Summons, complaint, administrative records, motions, 
briefs, interlocutory orders, appeal recommendations, 
final court decisions, other pleadings and 
correspondence. 

1. Office Responsible for Preparation 

Disposition: Cutoff files 1 year after 
final court decision and transfer to WNRC. Destroy

10 years after cutoff. (NCl-235-77-1, I.A.1.) 

2. Other Offices 

&:t " Copies of litigation
final court decision 

files - Destroy one year after 
is rendered. (NCl-235-77-1, I.A.2.) 

, 

. I 
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B. Appellate Court Decisions 

Summons, complaint, administrative records, motions, 
briefs, lower court orders, Court of Appeals
proceedings, appellate briefs, final decision of Court of 
Appeals, other pleadings and correspondence. Materials 
in Supreme Court cases which do not 
provide a significant precedent. 

Disposition: 

1. Office Responsible for Preparation 

Cutoff files 1 year after final appellate
decision. Retire to WNRC. Destroy 15 years after 
cutoff. (NCl-235-77-1, I.B.l) 

2. Other Offices 

Copies of litigation files - Destroy one year after 
final appellate court order. (NCI-235-77-1, I.B.2.) 

3. Administrative Hearing Files 

Case files accumulated through OGC to document hearings and 
appeals with SSA. Included in these files are letters of 
deferrals, hearings transcripts, legal briefs and affidavits, 
trail exhibits, initial decisions of the administrative law 
judge, appeals to the Commissioner, and related materials. 

Disposition: 

Destroy when no longer needed as Precedential 
bases for other administrative hearings or when 20 years

old, whichever is sooner. (NCI-235-81-1, 601-03) 
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4. Draft Legislation Files 

Case files on the development of SSA legislation presented or 
intended for presentation to Congress. Included are internal 
memorandums, documentation on the complete legislative
history, SSA positions, enrolled bill reports, and related 
correspondence. 

Disposition:

Cutoff file at end of the Congressional session (two years)
 
Transfer to WNRC two years later. Destroy 25 years after
 
cutoff of file. (NCl-235-80-1, 601-06)
 

5. Non Draft Legislation Files 

Case files of bills on which SSA comment is requested by OMB. 
These files include draft bills from other Federal agencies
and bills drafted in SSA for individual Congress persons as 
technical assistance. 

Disposition: 

Cutoff files at end of the Congressional session (two years) 
Transfer to WNRC two years later. Destroy 20 years after 
Cutoff of file. (NCl-235-80-1, 601-07) 

6. Numbered Bill Files 

Consist of correspondence, reports to Congress, and 
documentation on the legislative history of bills introduced 
in Congress, but not enacted. 

Disposition: 

Cutoff files at end of the Congressional session (two years) 
Transfer to WNRC two years later. Destroy 20 years after 
cutoff of file. (NCl-235-80-1, 601-08) 
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7.	 Public Law Files 

consists of correspondence, copy of the enacted bill, 
reports, and documentation on the legislatiori history of the 
bills that are enacted into law. 

Disposition: 

Cutoff files at the end of the Congressional session (two
years). Transfer to WNRC two years later. Destroy 25 years
after cutoff of file. (NCl-235-80-1, 601-09) 

8.	 Testimonies and Statements 

Testimonies and statements of SSA officials before 
Congressional committees. In many cases, the testimonies are 
published in Congressional reports. Files may relate to 
"oversight hearings" in which no specific bill is involved or 
to hearings on specific bills. (NCl-235-80-1, 601-10) 

Disposition: 

A.	 If filed as a separated series. Destroy two years after 
the end of the Presidential term of office, or when no 
longer needed for administrative purposes, whichever is 
earlier. 

B.	 If filed in a correspondence or case file. Destroy in 
accordance with the disposition instructions of that 
file. 

C.	 Reference copies maintained for public affairs purposes.
Destroy when no longer needed for administrative 
purposes. 
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9. Disability Claims Files 

Consist of copies of documents accumulated at the regional
level for several types of actions including overpayment,
insurance benefits, supplemental security, and underpayment.
Included also are copies of court instruments such as 
Complaint, Answer, Motions, Memorandum in Support of Motion, 
Brief, Report, and Recommendation of the u.S. Magistrate,
Judgment, Transcript of Testimony, and similar items. 
Official file of these documents is maintained at SSA 
Central Office. 

Disposition:

Cutoff at the close of the FY. Destroy two years after
 
cutoff. (NCl-235-80-1, 601-15)
 

10. Congressional Correspondence Files 

Correspondence files maintained for SSA liaison with 
Congress. Arranged by name of Representative or Senator. 
(NCl-235-80-1, 601-19) 

Disposition: 

A.	 Review files after the end of a Presidential 
administration. Destroy files which are no longer
needed. Transfer other files to the files for the new 
administration. 

B.	 Office responsible for control of replies. Destroy six 
months after reply, or when no longer needed for 
reference, whichever is earlier. 
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