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Wa l t e r R e e d H o s pi t a l 
Decem ber 13 , 1968 

Dear D i c k : 

I think you h a v e named a fine cabine t , one that ought 
t o attain rather a very fine s t a n d ing in public e s teem. 
H e r b B r own e ll h a s p r obabl y a l r eady told y ou tha t I 
h a d a ques tion mark a b ou t one a ppointment, b u t a f t e r 
a ll , you a r e th e on e re s ponsib le a n d I h a v e every 
intention of s uppo r ting y ou a nd h i m in every w a y . 

B i ll R og e r s , w ho came t o s e e me a day or s o a g o , 
said t h a t you wanted to h a v e each of y our C ab in e t 
m e m b e rs pay m e a visit a t the c onvenience of eac h. 
I c a n as s u re you I will b e l o ok i n g f o r w a rd t o s uc h 
visits . I a m qu i t e anxiou s to m e et t h e ones I do 
n o t k n ow - - -like the Secretary of T r e a s u r e, t h e 
Sec reta ry of Interior , the Secreta r y of Agricu l t u r e , 
the At t o r n e y General , and the P o st M a s t e r General. 
Of c ou r s e , I would like to h a v e a l on g tal k wit h 
Governor F i n c h . I r em ember meeting h i m on one 
o c c a s ion, I have n ot h a d a c hanc e to h a v e a r e a l 
c onver sation w i t h him . How e v e r , I a s s ure you I' ll 
be interested in meeting a ll t h e mem bers of y our 
cabinet . An oth e r paper atta ch ed expresse s s om e 
personal ideas . P l ease de s tr oy it as s oon a s y o u 
h a v e r ead it . I w a n t e d to make sur e you h a v e n ' t 
overlooked certain possibilitie s abo u t a n ew appoint­
m e n t y ou will soon ha v e t o m ake . 



Of course, you kn ow how disheartened I am t o have 
to miss t he wedding of Julie and Da v i d . Neverthel e s s , 
I a m happ y fo r b oth of them a n d t h in k m y g ran d s on i s 
one of the l uckie s t y oung fe llow s i n th e w o r l d t o ge t 
such a gi r l. 

Give m y love to Pat and the gi r l s , a n d of c our se, 
b e st w ishes f o r your s uc c e s s . 

Cordially , 

~~~ Z­

P , S.	 T h i s morning Mel L a i r d came t o see me . 
Afte r talking t o h i m I f e e l muc h b e t t e r . 

P r e s i d e n t -El e c t R ich a r d M . N i x on 
c/ o Ho t e l P ier r e 
5th Av e n ue a t 6ls t Street 
N ew York , N ew Yo rk 10021 
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Per s onally , I b e lie ve th a t a fine m a n fo r the P o s t 
of Chi e f Justic e w ould b e Herb B r own ell. T h e r e ' s 
n o u se fo r me t o e x t o l h i s r ecord o r for m e t o b o r e 
y ou with m y h i gh o p in i on ; y ou know him a s w e ll as I 
d o . I r ealiz e that the re m a y b e r e as on s that, f r om 
y ou r s t a n d point , w ould m ake such a n a ppoint m e n t 
unw i s e o r unde sireab l e. B ut a s sum i ng that the r e 
are n o insurmountab le ob jec t i on s , I give you th e 
a bove s ugge s t i on a s a ve ry e a rne s t on e. 

B e fo r e I knew that you had na m ed B ill R og e rs a s you r 
n ew Sec r e t a r y of Stat e , I had an a lte rnat ive to s ugg es t 
if fo r s ome r eas on y ou s h ou l d n o t f i n d i t w i se t o m a k e 
the Brow n e ll a pp oin t m e n t . This a l te r n a t ive was to 
m ov e Pot t e r Stewart up to Chi e f J u s t i c e , a n d the n 
perh aps t o appoint B ill on t h e c our t t o the a vailab le 
vacancy. At any rate , if y ou don't de sire , per s on­
a lly , to select B row n e ll , I think P ot t e r St ewart 
would m ake a fine C hief Jus tice . 

Ag a in I would ask that y ou w ould des troy th i s memo 
after you h a ve h a d a chance t o read it. 
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