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TH E WHITE HOU SE 

WASHINGTON 

Sept ember 4, 1972 

/
/ 

MEMORANDUM FOR:
 
MR. H. R. HALDEMAN
 

Several people have talked to me about the need for us to help House 
and Senate candidates in their races. I talked to Bob Finch about this 
and also, as you recall, we talked about it on the phone. 

here is one problem t hat has occurred to me which must be borne in 
ind in any decision we make in this area. W e have to r emember that 
onnally 's organization and our major labor supporters are supporting 

<!lnly the President for re-election and are making a g r eat point of the 
act that they are supporting Dem o c r a t i c candidates for the House and 

enate. •• IJ~~ ~ ~~~ ­
e also have to have in min 4hata11l;m b e r of De mocratic Governors 

n d party leaders at t h e State a nd loca l level are sitting on their hands 
s far as the Presidential e lection is concern ed and e ven quietly a re 
iving us some support. On the other hand, they are s trongly for the 
em o c r a t i c c andidates f o r the Hous e and Senate. 

Wha t this adds up to is that anyt ng we do in b eha lf of H ous e and Senate 
candidates must b e v el' l ow ofile. Also, I a m convinc e d tha t we should 
not do a nyth i ng w h ich is t o o ve r t in this a rea urrti. I appr oximately thr e e 
weeks b efore the electi on 

t I
If for exam p l e we beg a n a n a t i onal CalTIp a\ gn a t this t ime a imed a t h elping 
R epublica n c andi date s fo r the H ous e and Sen a te , m any Democra tic P art y 
loyalis t s ac r os s the country who a r e c o ol on Mc Gov ern wou l d become 
t errified a t the t h ought of lo s ing t hei r H ouse and Sena t e seats and m ight 
join u p w i t h M c Go v e r n i n o r de r to a void a deb a cle. Inci dentally, this a l so 
m e ans that Mac G rego r , M itchell, F i n ch , Dol e and ot her s who ta lk to t h e 
Press s h ould go ve r y li ht on a n between t he P residential campaign 
and the c a a J. ns fo . e an a t e a t thi s t ime . e must h ave ,.t,b 
a...wiIiiiooliiW: n a tional n e ws s to rie s two months b e for e t h e e le c tion that t he Nixon 
op era tion i s going all ou t to e l e ct R e publicans t o t h e House and Se n at e. 
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at can be done at this tim.e is to l ay 0 t a very w ell pla nned P R operation 
in special Senate races and a few Hous races to begin a few weeks before I 

the election. If we begin it then, it wi b e too late for the Dem.ocratic pro's 
to do very m.uch with regard to turn i ng their o r ganization for McGovern 
in order to save House and Senat e seats. On r e fle ct i o n , I believe that the 
m.ost effective way to h e l p them. is to use direct m.ail and radio. Television 
tends to be too high profile and of ourse the sam.e goes for billboards. 
1 know 1 m.entioned the p o s s i b i lit y of billboards to you in our telephone 
conversation, but on r e fle c t i on 1 think this is a bad idea. As far as bill ­
boards are concerned generally, incidentally, 1 do not believe we should 
use them. for the P r e s ident i a l cam.paign. There is no kind of activity 
which tends to be a target for t hose who claim. we have too m.uch m.oney 
than the use of billboards. H ving i n m.ind the fact that they have only 
m.arginal effect in a ny event 1 w a n t you t o see that the PR group knocks 
off billboard adver tising w r e v e r they can across the country. For us• 
to have great num.bers of f ashy billboards a nd McGovern to have none
 
would give the opposition ready-m.ade issue ·
 

/ On the othe r hand, 1 am. di s app oi nted that on m.y trip out here I have yet 
to see a Ni xon bum.pe r s trip except for the one on Presley's car. There 
rri ay be som.e conscious P R decision not t o use bum.per strips, and if so 
1 understa nd. If, on the o the r hand, w e a r e going to use them., 1 w ou l d 
think t h at a concerted cam.p aign coul d now be be gun to ge t out the 
President Ni x on bum.per s tri p s - -don't use t h e Reelect the President one 
for the reason 1 have m.ention ed previous ly. 1 wou l d think this w ou l d b e 
an exc e lle nt proj e c t fo r our you nge r p eople to hit parking lots on a certain 
day, pe rhaps the 15th of S ept em.be r. As we have l earned f r om. e xpe r i e n c e, 
dont hand them. out at rallies b ecause p eople will not put them. on. They 
will only take them. hom.e a n d put them. on their rni r r o r s , 

~ 
T he n ew B a chra ch pictures w e re v e ry satisfacto ry as far a s eve rybody 
w a s c once r n ed. 1 want you pers on a lly to fo llow up to s e e t h a t t h ey ar e 
di s tri b u t e d as b roadly as pos s ible a n d as soon as possible, particul arly 
the one s of the f am.ily, of P a t and m.y s elf, and th e n e w sm.iling on es of 
m.e s hould b e u se d t o r e p l a c e the ones that are currently distrib u t ed t o 
our cam.pa ign p e opl e a n d to th e Press. Give m.e a r ep o r t on wh a t p r o g r e s s 
you m.ak e i n this r e s p e ct . 

..
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It i s im.po rtant to get our surrogates out immediately this next week ~ 

on an all out attack on McGovern's more extreme pos itions. ~..~
 

i"ftc41IC Wi abingtop Roo t 3 8te"1y indicating that McGove rn during t he ~
 
p as t w e ek s ubtle ly was changing his line and was sounding more and
 
m o r e like a De m o c r a t i c c a n di da t e in the old Democratic tradi tion .
 
We must not l e t h im get a way with this • .."J t is vital t o keep him on the


( 
defen sive on his most vunerable issues.Sf:P=e:ll1 inclince. ill!! tJa,;:J!'°j1iWlO...J;J:J.i:;I.IOo-­

;-;he issue that is most difficult for hi~to fine sse is Vietnam and d e fen s e . 
He cannot move too far off of his extreme position here or he will l o s e 
his whole left-wing support. For example, the quote from Fortune with 
regard to his belief that the C ornm.u ni s t s would not test him because 
they would not want to lose his friendship would be very effe ctive i n 
c a r ryi n g out George M eany's line that he just doe s n ' t understand the 
Communist threat.#1t is 'very important here to see that this kind of 
rnate r ia.l is used only b y highly sophisticated people in a way that 
M c Gov e r n will not be able to respond that his loyalty or patriotism is 
being questioned . Every statement should be prefaced with the idea 
that he is naive and lacks judgment on appraising the Communist threat . 
But when you h ave such a c olle c t i on of statements--that the Russians 
we re rear med afte r W o r l d War n only b ecause we did, that he w ou l d 
throw T h i eu out and have a Cornrrruni s t gov e r nm e nt corne i nto power in 
South Viet nam, the statement in Fortune ~Ef·~'1Iich 1 he c~, the 
quote from t h e News w e ek int erview.JY!1LQ!J,Henry bays he has giv en to 
Co l s on and which j ao~i\5t Newswee~se--thes e and others 
p r ov i d e ammuni tion that could b e use d fo r over the next two m.onth s in 
a d e vas t a t i n g w a y . 

Ob v i ou s ly every effo rt shoul d a lso b e m a de to k eep r emindin g p e ople of
 
his extreme welfa r e p lans an d hi s h i gh budget w hich would r esult in an
 
increase in tax es . It is vitally im p o r tan t t o ke ep the ball on his s i de of
 
the court- - i n othe r wo rds, hav e the deba t e b e about his p l a n s and not
 
abou t our tax r e form p l a n w hic h may c orne l a ter on in the c arnpaign ,
 

F i n a lly , in view of th e H ar ris poll results, our posit ive speakers should
 
harnrne r courage , i ntegri ty, w o r l d l e a d e r , and of cours e the h ard line
 
in Vi e tna m. know i n g that we find a very receptive audienc e to be gin w i th
 
on the s e point s . All s p eaker s s h ould now start t ak i n g the lin e o f calli n g
 
u p on pe op l e to join th e n ew m aj ority , give th e P res i d ent the ch anc e t o
 
fin i s h t h e job t hat h e has b e gun at h orne and a b r oad.
 


