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SUBJE C T: T ele Eh one C all f r o m R e v er end. B illy Graham 

Billy Graham placed. a call to th e President l ate this a fte r n o on fr o m 

Montr e a t . I took t h e call , b e c au s e the Pr e sident w as m .ee ti ng w ith 
s taff rnembe r s , and l e arned th a t B i lly s oug h t the Pr e sident1s a d v ice 

about a m a t ter w hi ch h e des crib ed as " stri c tly p er s onal ". H e s aid 
that h e wo ul d t ell rne a b o u t it i f I w o ul d keep it confidenti al and r elay 
it to th e P r e s id e n t w i t h i n the n ext h o u r or t wo . I a s s u r e d him tha t 

t he m a t t e r w o u l d b e k e p t priv a t e a n d that I w o u l d do w ha t I could t o 

g e t b a c k to h i m by 8 : 0 0 p. rn , T h en , h e told me of h i s dilemma. 

H e h a d b e e n c alled l a s t night b y S a rgen t Sh r i ver , who a s k e d him 
b a s e d on t h e i r lon g and clo s e fr i end shi p ~ •. t o lead t h e pray e r at his 

a c c e p t a n c e s p e e ch c e remony i n \Va s h ing tom to rnor r o w e ven i n g 
(A u g u s t 8 ). B i lly to ld m e t h a t Sh r ive r s a i d, "I k n o w tha t y o u tr e b ehind 

th e P r e s i d ent , a n d that y o u will v o t e for h i rn , But P m . as k i n g yo u 
thi s f a v o r b e c a u s e y o u a n d I a r e such g ood f ri ends and b ecau s e y o u a re 
the fin e s t p e r s on I k now in t h e Pr o te s ta n t rn i n i s t ry . " Billy s e c rn e d to 

f e el th a t since Shr i v e r p ut it th e w ay he d i d - i. e . s t r i ctly o n a fri e n dship 
b a si s ~ - h e s h o u l d probab l y a ccept. Y e t h e a d m i t ted th a t if h e ac cep te d , 
h e w o u l.d h a ve to reverse h i s e arli er d e c i s i o n and a t t e n d 1;[l C R e p iblic an 
Conv cn ti on , He e x p r e s s e d th e hope tha t ire co uld r c ta i n a cornpl c tc l y 

"b i p a r ti s an po s tu r- c ! ' throughout the early stages o f th e C a m p a .ign , • • 

"at l e a s t: unti l a bo u t O c tob e r " , lJ c sa i d th at if t h e p o l l s s h o uld i.nd ica.t e 
a clo s e l>rctOidcntial race dur i n g t h a t l a s t m o n th b c fo r c th e E l e ction, 
h e·: co u l d (i l l that wav ) tl i r o w hi s s uppo r t to t he side of. th e P re s id el1!; 

rn orc c Ifec ti vcIy , H e 'we n t o n t o say that h e wa s tr u ly in a qua n d ry abo ut 
wha t to du and t h at. he ve r y rn u c h w a nted t h e Presid e n i:ls p e r s o nal adv i c c , 
I-I e clo s e d t h o c.on vcr s c.t i o n by a s s u r i ri g m c t h a t he vo uld n .bi d c by <.tHy 

d is i d at this (:)1 <.1 of th e; Ii.ne _ v. Lh a t J1e u l.d th Lv t .c c or; rna c wo d. o n o i. n g hu r 

th e pj· c·:-;idl 'nL OJ' 1:0 hc l p JvlcGo-, ern . 
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In accordance w i t h standard pr o ced ure, 1 tri ed to contac t 
Bob H a ldeman in California , but l e a r n ed th a t h e woul d n o t b e i n touch 
with t h e Wes tern Wh i t e H ous e s w i tch b o a r d fo r " a rro ther; h o u r a n d a 
h a l f " , That b e i n g the c a s e , I rne n ti on c d the G 'ra h a m m a tter to the 
P r e s i d en t w h i l e ch a t tin g w i t h h i m a b o u t s o m e o th e r th i n g s - ­
s che d ul e p ropo s al s , etc . T h e Pres ident li stened c a r e f ully , th en 
ans ve r e d f i r m ly , " H e sho ul d n ot do it. You call h i m b a ck a.nd tell 
him th a t i t w o u ld b e t arit a .rn o unt to hi s havi n g a t t en ded th e D emo cratic 
N a ti o n a l Con v e n ti on . I i 

Ab o ut a half h o u r l a t e r I called Billy a n d to l d h im what h a d t r a ns pi r e d. 
I c ould sens e s ome d i sappoin tment . H e asked m e if I t o l d t h e 
P r e s i d e n t a b ou t Shri v e r ' s havi n g ack n owle dged that he (Billy) wa s a 
Nixon s up po rter a n d tha t h e w o ul d b e voti ng , of co urse , for th e 
P r e s i d en t. I told hi m that th a t p art of the sto r y h a d been m a d e clea r 
t o the P r e s i d en t . Then he r eferred to h is fathe r-in-law, "a staun ch 
N ix on suppo r te r a n d an ultra - conservative if there e ve r wa s one ", s a yi.n g , 
IIH e s c e rns t o thi n k it w ould be pe rfe c tly al right for rre to a c cept 
Sh r i v e r ' s i nvi t a t i on. ' After a ll , 11m a cle r gyman a n d I woul d be the re 
on ly fo r the p urp o s e of leadin g tho se p e op l e in p r aye r ." 

B e c a u s e the Pr e s i den t h a d tri ed uns u c c e s sfully t o t ele p h one m e only 
a f e w rrio rrien t s b e fo r e , I told B i lly tha t I w o ul d h a v e an o c c a s i on to ta lk 
to th e P r e s i d en t on c e again , a n d that I w o ul d s e e k a confi r m a tion of the 
e a r li e r de ci sion. 

N e edl e s s t o s a y , I di d n o t rnerrt i on th e s ub j e c t to th e Pr e sid e n t w h.en 
I s pok e t o h i m later th a t e v en in g . He h a d m a d e h i s point: e a r li e r i n th e 
d a y. 

At 8 : 15 p. rn, I c a Lle d B ob H a Id e rna.n, ran th e story by h i m q u i ck l.y , 
go t hi S 2:,g r e C111c:n t to th e .P 'r c s i d e n tt s decis ion, a n d in th e process l e a r n e d 

rno r c about Billy ' s ea r l y s urnrn c r d e cli n a t i on s to in v i tation s to :" J.)t1~ 

rna j o r P arty con v e ntions on th e basis o J his wanting to hold to a 
b i p a r t isan sl;an(:(; throughout ruo s t of U1C Carnpa.ign p o r i o d , Like t he 
Pr cs idcrrt , HaId e rn a n saw G'r a ha rn IS a c cr.p t a n cc o f the Shri v c r invit.a ti on 
a s it r aclic a l c ha ll;~e of po si ti o ri, There would be no hiding o f his prc scl JCC 

'a t th e n ;: t. i oria.l ly .. t c-lc vis cd c e r c rriorry and so it w o ul d be taken by a g r c a t 
Jn a ,, )' An/c )"i eans (,,5 a gestu re o I suppor t. 

At: 8:35 I call ed Bi j]y a n d rci 1:c ~l·; lL .d t.hr- P , ' C'<, ir1 C'l, f 1 , ; rl'('Jin~!. ( ;i n , ] : ' r1 v j ('( ~ ) . 

lIe said, "F'in o , Th en , th a l; l ~ cxa ctly w h a t: I w ill do. II 


