
NOT E : Two copies. One for the President's file and one for Bob 
Haldeman - not for distribution otherwise. T h a t i s a lwa ys 
the case whe r e I dictate a political m em o r a n d um unle s s I 
indicate that the political memorandum is to go to others. (R N) 

CAM P DA VID 
Sunday - July 30, 1972 

MEMORANDUM FOR BOB HA LDEMAN 

FROM T HE P RESIDENT @ 
In reading Lou Cannon's piece in the Sunday Washington Post 

I think we can get some guidance a s to the h andling of the pres s on 
campaign matter s w hic h should be fo llow ed s t r i c tly . 

I do not want p eople who talk about the campaign to m a k e t h e 
mistake of cutting off representatives of periodicals, TV and newspapers 
simply be cause they are generally against us. C onsequently, I do not 
object to an article, a pp earing from time to time, in unfr iendly pub lic ations 
which is b ased on con v ers ations with our campa i gn p eople. Ha vin g s aid 
this, how ever, we need som e completely ironclad rules with regard to 
who t alks to media repres entatives that we know are antag onistic to us . 

First of all, it is vitally important that only the most intelli gen t 
and sophisticated person on our campaign staff da re to g o in the ring with 
one of these people. Sec on d , we should n ot w aste time with one of th e m 
a t the expense of turning down interviews with media representatives who 
ar e our friends. Third, even when our most intelligent people are meet­
ing with people like Cannon they must cons tantly keep in mind that they 
are confronting a political enemy and that everything the y s a y will , there­
fore, be u s e d a gainst us. I have to emphasize this ove r a nd over a gain 
because w e neve r seem to g e t it acros s to our p e op l e n o m a t t er h ow 
m a ny time s they get burne d. 

The Cannon piece is the best example we can have of why these 
rules should be rigidly adhe red to. In the fi rst p l a c e , while w e know the 
Wa s h in g t on Post is tot a lly gains t u s i t i s just as well to h a v e a p i e ce th a t 
h a s some favorable points in it as w ell as comple t ely n e g a t i v e ones. 
T h e r e f o r e , I have no object ion s to the fact that Cannon w a s g i v e n interv i e w s 
b y the Campaign Commit te e. On the other h a nd , it w a a a stupid mis take 
- wh i ch must never be repeated - to allow Ca nnon t o h a v e the run of the 

Wh ite H ou s e staff , the c a mpaign staff and the National Comm ittee s t a ff 
in g e t t ing his s tory toge the r. The P R type s r epresentative of e ach of 
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th e s e groups rnu s t hav e a rule t ba t when rnedia representativ es , who 
ar e a n tagon is t i c , COlTIe i n f or interv iews they are t r e a t e d c ourt eously 
but t h a t only th e t op politi cal lTIa n with great sophistication w i ll b e 
a llowed t o t a lk t o hilTI. In addition, whenever that rnan talks t o the 
in t erviewer the press rrian should s it in on th e i n t e r vie w so as to k eep 
it hones t . 

In th a t connecti on, i n cid en ta lly , I was rather surpr ised t o 
fin d t h at we d id not h a ve a recording of Cl a r k MacGregor's r erna rks 
a t the P r e s s Clu b . It w i ll b e a v e r y rnode s t expense - but it i s 
absolutel y essential that a rnan w i t h a srnaIl recording device g o wit h 
h.irn eve r ywhere h e g oes so tha t we have a re cord of wh a t h e says w h ich 
h e ca n put out i n the e vent that we want t o correct a rrri squota.t.ion o r 
get out a sto ry th a t w a s n ot c overed adequat e ly. T h e sarne , I think , 
should b e true of D ol e . A s you k now we have a lways follow e d thi s 
cus torn w i th r egard t o lTIy own appearances. 

Now, lookin g a t the C a n n on s t o ry f r orn b oth the p lus and the 
rrr i.nu s standpoi n ts, w e find a good hea dlin e - " Nixon R u nnin g S cared , II 

and a g ood t h r u s t in sofa r as there being no cornp.la c e ncy. 

F' r orn a m in u s s tandpoint , it i s obv ious tha t Ca nnon h a d the 
run of th e s hop a nd i n addi t ion t o ta lking to HaIdernan i n the Whi t e 
H ouse and MacGrego r at the C ornrrr i tte e t o R e - Ele ct , D o l e at the 
R e p ub lic a n National C ornrrri.tt e e , he talked to people up a nd down the 
lin e and g ot a numbe r of quotes that are both inaccurate and n ot h elpful. 
I a rn not , o f c ou r s e , referring t o quotes that he has f r orn R e p ub lica n 
Sen ato r s and C on g r- e s s rne n , W e have no control wh a t soe ve r ov e r t h i s . 
Wh a t I arn r ef erri ng to are quot es that h e obv ious ly h a d t o g e t - s i n ce 
h e h a s it i n quot a tion rna rk s - f'r orn people on the ca rnp a ign staff . 

F o r exarnpl e , as I have often errrpha s i z ed, it i s a rrri s take 
constantly to run down lTIy pre v ious c a rnp a.i g ns , We should n ot c ontri­
b u t e t o the rrry th that I d id not w o r k hard enough in 19 60 and 1968. T h e 
q u ota t ion to the effe ct t h a t b e f ore th e election i n N ov ernb e r I h a d g ot ten 
so confident tha t I was w r k i n g on rny acceptance speech, t a kin g re s t s , 
etc ; , i s tot ally inaccurat e , as you know , a nd v e r y ha rrnful , 

Wit h r egard to M a cGr e g o r ' s own interview, I w ou l d like fo r 
y ou to get t ogether w ith h irn and D ol e on one point and t o h a ve a r u le 
enfor c e d th r ou gh ou t the balance of the carnpa.ign , H e was p u t tin g ou t 
polls f r orn Califo r n i a and T ex a s as well as Oh io and Illin ois . The r e w a s 
n o r e a s on why he should n ot have done this s ince we hav e n ot indi c a t ed 
in th e past what our policy was in this respect . H ow e v e r , under 
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a bsolu t e ly no cir cumsta n c e s are a ny polls whatev e r t o be put out 
sh ow ing us ahead o r beh i nd in a n y of the m.ajor stat es w i thou t m.y 
spe cif i c app r ovaL T h i s is a n area whe r e w e ll - i n t en tion ed p e ople 
will put out a poll f o r wh a t they think i s a g ood reason - in thi s case 
t o k no ck d own c om.plac ency - - but wh e r e lat er on th e y are g oing t o 
b e a s k e d f o r p olls i n these states wh en they m.ight n ot w ant t o put 
them. out . Also , I d on -t want th e im.p r e s s i on to get a c r oss the c ount r y 
that w e ar e condu c t i ng ou r carnpaign on the ba s i s of p olls rathe r than 
on the b a s i s of pri n cip l es. I want you spe cif i cally t o s e e t h at thi s i s 
b r ough t u p a t the n ex t m.e e ting wh e r e M itchell , D ole , MacGregor , et 
a l , are p r e sen t . Mitchell, of course, w ou l d n ot h a v e m.ade thi s m.i s t a k e. 
M a cG r e g o r m.ade i t on ly becaus e of lack of experie n ce. 

A l ong th e sam.e line , I n ot e d whe r e t h e statement w a s m.a d e 
that a bort i on w a s a m.inus i s s u e f o r the President b e caus e p olls s how ed 
tha t a m.aj o r i t y of w om.e n fa vored i t. Th i s ob vi ou s l y com.e s f r om. the 
H a r p e r g r ou p i n the D om.e stic C ouncil Staff. I w a nt you t o get h o l d of 
Ehrli chm.an a nd t e ll him. th a t h e i s t o s e e t hat abs olu tely n o on e in the 
D om.e sti c C ou n cil talks t o a nyon e i n the press w ithout h i s spe cifi c 
appr ova l a n d then a press m.a n fr om. R on ' s offi c e is to b e presen t . 
Ehrlichm.an, of c ours e , w ould n ot m.ak e such a s tupid m.i s t a k e a n d the 
only w a y he can c ontrol ot h e r s i s to put a t i gh t r e i gn on t h ern , 

F o r exam.p l e , Syndlin g er ran into ou t r a g e d reaction the e v en i n g 
tha t th e Nation a l Com.m.ittee p ut out f i ndin g s f r om. th e i r P l atfo r m. 
Com.m.ittee poll t o t he effe ct t ha t a m.a j o rit y of t h e m.em.b ers of the 
Platf o r m. Com.m.ittee f ou nd ou t th at b u s s i ng was n o t a sign ifi ca n t i s s ue. 
I w ant som.e d is cip lin e e n forced i n th i s r espect fo r reasons which should 
b e ob vi ou s e v en to t h e m.o s t s t up id of our p eopl e . 

A n ot h e r line wh i ch w e s h ould kno ck down is tha t there is n o 
gra s s r oots support for the P r e s i d e nt and t ha t w e h ave t o get " volu n t eers 
on e a t a tim.e. II T h is p robab l y c om.e s f r om. Se a r s o r som.ebody i n t h a t 
group . T h e qu e stion here i s n ot wh ethe r this m.a y b e t r u e - a nd I doubt 
if it i s i n t e r m. s of getti n g v ol unte e r s on e at a tim.e - but i t play s right 
i n t o the h a n d s of ou r politica l en ern.ie s , I c ould give ot h e r exa m.ple s but 
I clo s e the m.em. o ran dum with thi s adm.on iti on : L e t's quit t a ck lin g ou r 
ow n b a ll ca r r i e r . II 


