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MEMORANDUM 

TO: H. R. Haldema n cc: Dwight Chapin 

FROM: Roger E. Aile s 

DATE : May 4 , 1970 

SUBJ ECT : WHITE HOUSE TELEVI SI ON 

HOUSTON 

(1) Arriva l o f car s in Houston wa s good , 
exc i t i ng , but a 1i tt1e l o ng. Ni x on' s e ntra nce through I ~~bJ 
c r owd looke d good . ~. t. 

(2 ) Ther e was a n audio lag after the ~ J ,q~ 
announc e r i n t roduced Pres ident a nd Mr s. Ni x o n . The /1# ~?n 
ne tworks do n ' t s eem t o mike fo r c rowd reac tio n s o it ~ . 
mi"gh t De good t o a~ctor t o do a cut -awa y I/J 
sho t i n th ese i nsta nc es . v<­

(3 ) At a ny ~ld~president must 
a s s ume tha t he i s on ~raa t a l l time s . Ther e wa s - ~ 
o ne bad s h o t o f h im s nea k i n g a look a t h is no t es a f t e r f~ 
h e go t t o t h e p la tform i n Houston. ~ 

(4 ) I t h i nk it is important f or the 
Pre s i dent t o sh ow a l it t le more concern for Mrs. Nixo n 
as he moves t hrough t he crowd. At o ne point he wa l k e d 
o f f in a differe nt dir ec tion. Mrs. Nixon was n't 
l ooking and had t o run to ca tch up . From t i me to 
time he shoul d talk to her a nd s mi l e at her. Women 
v o ters a r e particu lar l y s e ns i t i v e to h ow a man t r ea t s 
hi s wife i n pub lic. Th e mor e at t enti o n s h e ge t s, t h e 
happi er t h ey ar e. 



Pa ge Two 

(5) The President l ooked good outdoo r s J 
wi th h i s h a ir b l owing i n t he wind , but I thi nk he 
should wear make -up or at leas t bea r dsti ck even f or 
these a ppearances. A double layer of beardsti ck ~ 

shoul d b e a pplied to the area above the uppe r l i p . 
He i s e s pec iall y da r k there. 

(6) Advance men shoul d be i nstructed to 
pay particular at tention t o t h e crowd area behi nd 
t h e Presi de nt wh e n he speaks outdoors . In ever y case 
people wer e s i tting on o thers shou l de r s a nd rai si ng 
camer a s into t he sho t which made i t di s trac ti ng. 
Once the crowd i s assembled, they shoul d be i nformed 
t ha t t h is ca nno t be do ne i n the area of the camera 
lens. Al s o , whe neve r possible, there shoul d be no 
ac c es s route back a nd forth behind the President. 
Ot herwi s e yo u end up with the President i n t h e fore ­
ground maki ng touching remarks and people wa l k i ng 
acros s i n the background paying absolutely no 
at tenti on . Unfortunately, this is even do ne through 
a pr a yer or the National Anthem. 

HAWAII 

(1) I watched the CBS playback and t h ey 
l ost the Dan Rather audio so Cronkite had to f ill 
over the beginning fr om New York. Howev er , thi s did 
not look t oo bad. I 

(2 ) Again, the crowd behi nd t he President fP ~ /2l.1- . 
wa s dis tracting and managed to f oul up our Hawai i shot ~/ 
pa r t of t he t i me. 

(3) Ron Wa l ker did an excelle nt j ob o f 
s t a gi ng in ge ner a l and the ceremony itself was good. 
Also , Ti m El bour n h a ndl ed himself very well. ~ 

VI ET NAM ADDRESS 

(1) The Viet Nam addres s f r om t he Western 
White Hous e l ooked good. The President did the b est ~ 
j ob of reading that he has ever done. I had five or ~ 
te n mi nu tes with h i m prior to this broadcast a nd a few 
ex tra minutes to check out his li ghting. Dur i ng thi s 
t i me h e seemed t o loosen up considerably. 
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(2) Someo ne said that they thou ght pe rhaps 
h e had a yellow cast t o his make -up . On the pl a y - ~ 
back I watched this was definitely not t he case. In ~ 
fac t , h i s make -up wa s ever y bit a s good a s Ray Voe ge 's . 

(3) At one point on the t a pe I could hea r 
c r os s t a l k in the background at a very low level. 
When I moved up to the s e t to try to tune i t i n, I 
wa s u nab l e t o hear i t. Ev Aspinwall , the pool 
produc er , de nies any crosstalk and s ome peopl e said 
it was very l oud and annoyi ng. They are probab l y both 
r ight. Because of all the va r ious i nput s and ou t pu t s 
i nvo l ved in audi o transmission of thi s type the 
cr os stalk probably did exist bu t wa s no t a ppa rent i n 
s ome cas es a nd very apparent i n o t h e r s . Thi s should 
have b ee n di scovered during the audio check-ou t , 
howeve r , apparently did not exist at that t i me . I 
can ke e p t h i s from happe ning in the future , however , 
a s you k now, I am walki ng a very fi ne line on h ow 
much I can actually say to the networ k s without cr eati ng 
a s ituation where they scream "management of news. " 
How firm a po s i t i o n would you like me to take and do 
you want me to r un the risk of gettrng t h e s e guys 
angry ever y time. Frankly, there have bee n times that 
I have pushed i t j us t short of a major blow-up . I n 
f a c t , apparently one of the networks has informed 
Ziegler that I am no longer allowed in t h ei r truck 
because I made them cha nge the backli ghti ng j us t prior 
t o broadcast . ( I ' m not sure which network t h i s i s a nd 
don't really care.) I'm sure yo u want me t o conti nue 
to go i n the truck whenever I th ink it i s nece s sa r y. 

(4) I final l y convinced the Pres ident to 
us e a b&rlkerchief (a f t e r a little bit of a go around) t o 
wi pe off per s piration. I think he got s o bugged a t me 
for push i ng him on this that he did n't perspire on the 
air. Anyway , i t worked - -I noticed that he did us e t he 
handkerchie f on t he Cambodia speech. 

CAMBODIA ADDRESS 

(1 ) I hope that we can set up a more ~ 
effec t ive way of informing me of upcomi ng ma j or s peeches . 
I l ea r ned about the Cambodia address after the press , 
and only learned of it because I overheard a s ec r e t a ry 
talki ng. This did not allow me adequate time t o c l ea r 
my decks and be in the White House much befo r e t h e speech . 
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Sinc e there i s no securi ty problem with me, coul d you 
no t i f y me as soo n as there is a possibili t y of a 
speech a nd I can be ready. 

(2) By t he time I arrived CBS h ad a l r eady 
l os t thei r main camera and were setti ng up a n alternate. 
Si x minute s to air and after the President had bee n 
b r i efed on camera b locking they lost the second camera . ~ 
I r ep or t ed thi s to the President and advi sed him on the 
h and li ng o f the si tuati on. He did it well, but the 
director bei ng more nervous than the President, b l ew 
the shooting in my opi nion. I ca n handle thi s i n the 
future . 

(3) Although I was advised that t h ere would 
be a map used, I was not informed that he would be 
getti ng up a nd down from his desk unt i l I arrived a t 
the White Hous e . I thi nk i n the f u ture if h e uses a 
map or chart, he should work from a lec t urn or t he 
visual material should be close e nough t o him so tha t 
he can t urn and poi nt it out from his s ea t . Get t i ng 
up a nd down slows down the pace , i ncrea s es the pos s i ­
b i l i t y of a microphone cord f oul -up, i ncreases the 
possibility of the President losi ng h i s p lac ~ and t h e 
chai r s squeak and rattle. 

(4 ) The briefing t h e President had jus t pr ior 
t o broadcast was scheduled too tight a nd there wa s no t 
adequa te t ime to make him up, brief him, ch eck ou t h i s 
l i gh t i ng on camera a nd still give him a few moments 
alone to collect hi s thoughts and go over his s peech . 
Eortunately, hi s make-up was okay but I think we cou ld 
have do ne more with h is lighting. I e l ec t ed not t o 
because I didn't want to rattle him j ust pr i or t o 
b r oadcast. He sh ould have absolutely no t h i ng else t o 
do the las t thirt

-
y minutes before air t ime.

-# 

(5) When he lost his place , he wa s brillia nt. 
I h ave never seen a man on camera, i nc l uding every 
pr of es s i ona l I've worked with, handle a potentially 
disastrous situation s o well. He did exactly t h e 
r ight thing. The admiratio n for him by the t elevi sion 
industry went up 150%. 

(6) I f we had had a t e l evis ion a s s i s tant f or 
me a ll of the a bove pr oblems cou l d have b ee n e l i mi na t ed . 
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(7) At some point apparently the Preside nt 
decided to use a lavalier microphone. WACA did no t 
have t wo matching lavaliers and thus a very make­
sh i ft tape connec~ion was made to provide h i m wi t h 
a back -up system. This would have required him 
carrying a cord conne c t or and wad of tape i n hi s 
pocke t the size of three golf balls. Whe n I s aw thi s 
I or de r ed the connection dismantled and elected to go 
on the air with no lavalier back-up. He didn ~t 'k now ~ 
thi s , of c ourse, and everything went fine. I did put 
t ogether qui ck l y a boom microphone back -up system 
whi ch might have been no t i cea b l e but adequate i f 
anything had happened. I have asked WACA t o obtain 
immediately matching lavaliers with long c ords a nd 
no connec t ors. 

(8) I am mor e co nvi nced than ever that I /
need an assistant f ull time on the staff. If t h i s 
is impossible, tell me so I can at least train Tim 
Elbourn to handle some of these emergencies. I do 
feel, however, that we need a television producer/ 
director. 

******** 


