
1 community, and so they're -- you know, they're a great 

2 employer in the area, and I just have to believe that 

3 those kind of relationships won't evaporate just because 

4 they merged and they're just going to screw everyone 

5 over and turn their backs on these partnerships. So I 

6 think there is an inherent policing system already built 

7 in there culturally. 

8 And so, you know, I just think AT&T -- this 

9 merger actually provides the right kind of competition. 

10 Sure, it will kind of create the market as far as 

11 customer service levels as well as pricing and what-not, 

12 but almost the right kind of competition in that it will 

13 push philanthropy to a whole new level. I don't think 

14 anyone even comes close to the percentage of actual, you 

15 know, dollars and time and money that AT&T puts in our 

16 community, so thank you so much. 

17 

18 

19 

JUDGE MacDONALD: Thank you. 

Jackie Carreon, Ginno Carreon. 

MS. CARREON: Actually, I'm Bella Carreon. 

20 I'm taking my daughter's spot because she took mine. 

21 

22 

JUDGE MacDONALD: Okay. 

MS. CARREON: Yeah. Bella Carreon, B-e-l-l-a, 

23 Carreon, C-a-r-r-e-o-n. I'm here to represent myself 

24 and my family, and I'm here to support the merging of 

25 AT&T and T-Mobile. 
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1 I have a big family. There are eleven of us 

2 at home, and half is AT&T and half is T-Mobile. For the 

3 past years, we didn't know which to pick, but for the 

4 past five years, we stuck with them. I -- being an 

5 owner of a business, I'm not even computer savvy. I 

6 don't understand e-mail. But with AT&T, it was so easy 

7 for me, so I think like a husband, you know, he's like 

8 there to support me, and with T-Mobile, half of my 

9 family is with them, because good service and better 

10 rates, so I really believe that the merging will be good 

11 for not just people as simple as me, but for, like, 

12 family. 

13 Thank you. 

14 JUDGE MacDONALD: Thank you. 

15 Emmanuel Marquez followed by Cindy 

16 Gompper-Graves, Clifford Kaiser. 

17 I think, Mr. Kaiser, that Cindy --

18 

19 

20 

MR. KAISER: That's okay. 

JUDGE MacDONALD: Okay. 

MR. KAISER: My name is Clifford Kaiser, 

21 C-l-i-f-f-o-r-d, K-a-i-s-e-r. 

22 I'm here on behalf of the Vista Chamber of 

23 Commerce here in Southern California. The Vista Chamber 

24 of Commerce is a connectivity point for education, for 

25 networking, for connecting executives to the 
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1 ever-changing environment of business. 

2 We believe the merger will ensure a climate 

3 where entrepreneurs can succeed. Adequate wireless 

4 broad band access made widely available through private 

5 investment is an essential building block for an 

6 ever-growing number of businesses in our area. Wireless 

7 spectrum is rapidly being exhausted by consumers' 

8 appetites for mobile data. The merger between AT&T and 

9 T-Mobile helps speed the demand for wireless band width, 

10 while at the same time encouraging the expansion of 

11 broad band coverage for consumers. 

12 AT&T has committed to expand advanced wireless 

13 broad brand to more than 50 million Americans as a 

14 result of this deal. This merger is a win-win-win for 

15 consumers, companies, both small and large, and 

16 communities across the country. This is why business 

17 groups, civil rights groups, rural and urban communities 

18 support this important merger. We ask you to be a 

19 strong advocate for this merger. 

20 

21 

22 

JUDGE MacDONALD: Thank you. 

MS. GOMPPER-GRAVES: Good evening, 

Commissioners. I'm Cindy Gompper-Graves, C-i-n-d-y, 

23 G-o-m-p-p-e-r, G-r-a-v-e-s, representing the South 

24 County Economic Development Council. 

25 And on April 5th, 2011, the South County 
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1 Economic Development Council Board of Directors voted to 

2 support the acquisition of T-Mobile by AT&T and offered 

3 the following language in support of the merger: At the 

4 South County Economic Development Council, we're always 

5 keeping an eye out for ways to facilitate economic 

6 development in south San Diego. The recent AT&T 

7 proposal to acquire T-Mobile is a perfect example of 

8 infrastructure improvement that will directly benefit 

9 our economy. A larger and stronger wireless network 

10 will prove advantageous to businesses of all sizes that 

11 rely on mobile technology to run their operations. We 

12 applaud this proposition and encourage you to act 

13 quickly to facilitate its approval process. 

14 Thank you. 

15 JUDGE MacDONALD: Thank you. 

16 And just to clarify before anybody else comes 

17 up, I'm an administrative law judge and this is 

18 Commissioner Sandoval. I don't have her job, at least 

19 not at this point, so it makes me uncomfortable to be 

20 called a commissioner. 

21 The next two speakers are Niels Lund and Pat 

22 Cain. 

23 

24 L-u-n-d. 

25 

MR. LUND: Niels Lund, N-i-e-l-s, Lund, 

I support this merger. Wireless is becoming a 
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1 part of our lives, as we know, and I'm in particularly 

2 in support of this merger because it is a merger that is 

3 in the public interest, particularly for -- especially 

4 for disadvantaged minority and lower income groups in 

5 our country, and I say that because I was on the 

6 internet digging around and found a couple of letters; 

7 one here that's written by representatives of 17 African 

8 American groups in the country dated May 31. 

9 And it mentions here in this letter that it's 

10 representing 40 million African Americans across the 

11 country, and they say here that the vast number of 

12 disadvantaged Americans are lacking affordable access to 

13 broad band, and this merger will help that process. 

14 It also mentions that a combined AT&T and 

15 T-Mobile will bring wireless broad band access to 

16 underserved urban and rural communities creating a 

17 cost-savings for consumers and increasing jobs across 

18 the country. 

19 Also, if T-Mobile -- the purchase is approved, 

20 AT&T has made commitments to substantially increase 

21 broad band access to underserved areas and invest 

22 billions in infrastructure upgrades. These investments 

23 not only will lead to increased wireless service, they 

24 will lead to several opportunities that put the 

25 unemployed back to work. 
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1 And also I dug up this letter from the League 

2 of United Latin American Citizens, which represents 

3 14 national Hispanic organizations around the country, 

4 and they mention that small business internet access is 

5 a crucial issue in many Hispanic communities, and the 

6 combined merger has already pledged an additional eight 

7 billion to fund faster wireless service to 55 million 

8 additional Americans. These groups are supporting it, 

9 and I think the merger is a good idea. 

10 Thank you. 

JUDGE MacDONALD: Thank you. 

Pat Cain followed by Jose Cerda. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

MR. CAIN: Good evening. My name is Pat Cain, 

and I'm a Pat, C-a-i-n. Sorry about that. I'm a 

professional stage hand. I'm also a member of the 

16 International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees, 

17 Local 122, the union that represents professional stage 

18 hands, motion picture technicians, and the other Allied 

19 crafts. 

20 I'm proud to be a member of a union because of 

21 the voice it gives me in the workplace ensuring me of 

22 safe working conditions with fair pay and benefits. I 

23 believe that these are assurances should be made to all 

24 workers, whether they are stage hands, teachers, nurses 

25 or police officers. 
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1 Unfortunately, the only telecommunication 

2 workers in the United States that have the access to 

3 this representation, though, are the employees at AT&T. 

4 Through this potential merger, workers currently 

5 employed by T-Mobile will have access to the same basic 

6 rights within the workplace that I enjoy. These 

7 thousands of workers deserve that access, and because of 

8 this, I support AT&T's proposal to acquire T-Mobile, and 

9 I urge you to support it as well. 

10 Thank you for your time. 

11 

12 

13 

JUDGE MacDONALD: Thank you. 

Jose Cerda followed by Kelsea Hoff. 

MR. CERDA: Your Honor, good evening, 

14 Commissioner, my name is Jose Cerda, J-o-s-e, C-e-r-d-a. 

15 I'm here tonight to urge you to support to 

16 proposed merger of AT&T and T-Mobile. Working in real 

17 

18 

estate in this economy, I need to be accessible to my 

customers at all time. And when AT&T and T-Mobile 

19 merge, my smart phone will obviously work faster and in 

20 more places. I'm also glad that T-Mobile will become 

21 part of a company that's the only unionized wireless 

22 company in the u.s. Those new jobs will be higher 

23 paying and have good benefits: All things that 

24 encourage economic developments in our community. 

25 Thanks again for listening, and I appreciate your 
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1 support for this merger. 

2 Thank you. 

3 

4 

5 

JUDGE MacDONALD: Thank you. 

Kelsea Hoff followed by Lindsay Kirkman. 

MS. HOFF: Hello. My name is K-e-l-s-e-a, 

6 H-o-f-f. I'm here representing myself and in support of 

7 the merger from the perspective of not only an AT&T 

8 customer but someone who works with many AT&T customers 

9 every day. 

10 I work for Apple as a technician, so I work 

11 with dozens of I-phones a day, and, as you can imagine, 

12 almost as many AT&T customers a day. As a technician, 

13 one of the most frustrating things for me is when I 

14 don't have the right solution for that customer or even 

15 a solution at all. One of those situations is when a 

16 customer comes in complaining about dropped calls or 

17 poor or no service in the area in which they live or 

18 work. 

19 So coming from someone who has a pretty good 

20 understanding about how networks function, I think and I 

21 believe that this merger is going to be the right 

22 solution for those customers with those concerns. 

23 Thank you. 

24 

25 

JUDGE MacDONALD: Thank you. 

Lindsay Kirkman, Salomon Espinoza followed by 

Page 82 



1 Gerald McFadden. 

2 MR. ESPINOZA: Hello. Good evening. My name 

3 is Salomon Espinoza, spelled S-a-I-o-m-o-n, 

4 E-s-p-i-n-o-z-a. 

5 First of all, I am a union worker with CWA 

6 Local 9509, and we, the middle class, have been under 

7 attack, and what I mean by that is the working families. 

8 The AT&T/T-Mobile merger will be good for 

9 workers. AT&T is the only union wireless company. AT&T 

10 Mobility employees, unlike the wireless workers at 

11 Sprint, T-Mobile, have a voice on the job and through 

12 collective bargaining have an opportunity to improve 

13 wages, benefits and working conditions. AT&T maintains 

14 a policy of non-interference and allows workers to make 

15 their own decisions about whether to join a union. If 

16 the merger is approved, T-Mobile will have the right to 

17 join a union and, through collective bargaining, be able 

18 to shape t.heir future. 

19 We're now down to only seven percent union 

20 workers in the private sector in the United States. 

21 That explains why there's growing inequality in this 

22 country. It will be good for California communities to 

23 have a growing union work force that will expand middle 

24 class jobs in our state. 

25 I know that Sprint was bidding to buy 
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T-Mobile. That would be a disaster for workers. I read 1 

2 that Sprint contracts contracts out most of its work, 

3 and I remember when Sprint closed a call center in 

4 San Francisco rather than let a union election go 

5 forward. 

6 The merger will be good for workers. That's 

7 why it has received endorsement from the entire labor 

8 movement, from the Communication Workers of America to 

9 the AFL-CIO Service Employees International Union, 

10 American Federation of Teachers, teamsters, mine workers 

11 painters, United Food and Commercial workers, as well as 

12 Pride at Work Coalition of Labor Union Women, Coalition 

13 of Black Trade Unionists and the Labor Council for Latin 

14 American Advancement. I truly believe this merger will 

15 not only help but improve many working and living 

16 conditions for many local families. I encourage you to 

17 please choose in favor of this merger. 

18 Thank you. 

19 JUDGE MacDONALD: Thank you. 

20 Gerald McFadden followed by Jennifer Igmen 

21 Hurtado. 

22 MR. McFADDEN: Good evening. I'm Gerald 

23 McFadden, G-e-r-a-I-d, capital M-c capital F-a-d-d-e-n, 

24 resident of San Diego, 92117. Additionally, I'm 

25 President and CEO of Volunteers of America, a non-profit 
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1 social service organization that provides services to 

2 more than 20,000 low and moderate income individuals in 

3 San Diego, San Bernardino and Imperial Valley. 

4 I'm here today to speak to you in support of 

5 the acquisition of T-Mobile by AT&T. Increasing service 

6 access, service quality to underserved communities and 

7 underserved people is good for San Diego, and it's 

8 something that I support. This acquisition will provide 

9 an optimal combination of network speed, access and user 

10 responsiveness, and this is something that the consumer 

11 will benefit from. 

12 Today, young adults and families we serve use 

13 their mobile phone as a primary phone in lieu of land 

14 lines and actually transact most of their business 

15 through the internet via their phones when many of these 

16 individual do not actually have internet service at 

17 their homes. 

18 When benefits such as better coverage, lower 

19 rate cost, increased employment as a result of a 

20 transaction, such as this acquisition, it is good for 

21 many of the clients we serve and the communities in 

22 which we do business. I support AT&T's purchase of 

23 T-Mobile and look forward to the benefits it will bring 

24 to our community and to many communities across the 

25 United States. 
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1 It is not whether or not T-Mobile will be 

2 purchased, it is who will purchase T-Mobile. AT&T has 

3 demonstrated a long positive history of being a socially 

4 responsible corporate partner, a tremendous 

5 philanthropist not only of dollars but of their work 

6 force. This will result in job creations, and we look 

7 forward to working with AT&T, and we hope that you will 

8 support this merger -- this acquisition of AT&T -- of 

9 T-Mobile by AT&T. 

10 

11 

Thank you. 

JUDGE MacDONALD: Thank you. 

12 Jennifer Igmen Hurtado followed by Patricia 

13 Gracian. 

14 MS. IGMEN-HURTADO: Hi, my name is Jennifer 

15 Igmen Hurtado, J-e-n-n-i-f-e-r, I-g-m-e-n, 

16 H-u-r-t-a-d-o. 

17 I'm here in -- I'm not really -- actually, I 

18 would like for you guys to look at it closely, because 

19 AT&T's good for military personnel. I'm active duty. 

20 It's actually dual. My husband is currently deployed 

21 right now, so having AT&T and T-Mobile at the same time 

22 is kind of hit and miss. We've had some dropped calls. 

23 We've had some dropped calls while my husband would call 

24 me at times, and also -- but at the same time, they 

25 support the military personnel who are deployed. They 
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1 give out phone cards for free, so that's a good -- a 

2 good thing, but at the same time, the prices are pretty 

3 high. So being here, you know, paying the price that we 

4 have compared to the T-Mobile, it's just not really a 

5 very good thing for some -- not even -- not only for 

6 military personnel, but also for civilian personnel. 

7 Thank you. 

JUDGE MacDONALD: Thank you. 8 

9 

10 

Patricia Gracian followed by Amanda McCarty. 

MS. GRACIAN: Hi. That's P-a-t-r-i-c-i-a, 

11 G-r-a-c-i-a-n. 

12 I'm frankly amazed at the level of support 

13 that AT&T has managed to buy itself in this community 

14 and, you know, I presume, as everyone knows, the way you 

15 trap a lot of mice is you put out a lot of cheese. 

16 I feel that this company has already 

17 demonstrated its treachery to this nation. It started 

18 spying on the American people a few years ago, and I'm 

19 again amazed that the American people are not properly 

20 knowledgeable about this sort of treachery that happens 

21 to them, but it is absolutely dangerous to our nation, 

22 to our democracy, to consumers in general, but more to 

23 our freedoms to have these monopolies, to have mergers 

24 and consolidations that result in corporations that are 

25 too powerful for the people to control. 
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1 And AT&T already -- I have already suffered 

2 under a consolidation from AT&T personally when they 

3 swallowed up SBC. I lost my land line because I refused 

4 to be spied upon by AT&T, and, therefore, I had to find 

5 another way to communicate. I find this to be a loss of 

6 my freedom, and I think the American people are too 

7 easily bought by conveniences and by promises from 

8 corporations. Everything I heard tonight from all of 

9 these people -- just a barrage of people where the 

10 promises put out by AT&T, I 

11 In my experience, every single time that my 

12 company that I work for went through a merger, we had 

13 lay-offs, and I do not see that this will not happen 

14 now. I just feel this is not good for the nation. This 

15 is not good for our communities. 

16 

17 

18 

19 

Thank you. 

JUDGE MacDONALD: Thank you. 

Amanda McCarty followed by David Mussad. 

MS.McCARTY: Hi, I'm Amanda Bautista McCarty, 

20 A-m-a-n-d-a, B-a-u-t-i-s-t-a, M-c-C-a-r-t-y. I'm 

21 currently a student at Palomar College in San Marcos, 

22 and I think that the T-Mobile and AT&T merger is 

23 something that would only produce positive results that 

24 act in the public interest. In particular, it would 

25 really benefit students because cell phones and smart 
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1 phones are something that have become so essential to 

2 day-to-day living, whether it's for basic communication 

3 or researching information for, you know, different 

4 homework or stuff like that. 

5 And I also wanted to comment on one of the 

6 conditions that was mentioned prior to people speaking 

7 regarding whether you have received funding or grants 

8 from AT&T. And I don't think it is something that 

9 should undermine an individual's testimony, because the 

10 grants and the funding that non-profit organizations, 

11 like my mom's, NAAC, is something that allows them to 

12 provide so many -- better things for the public, and it 

13 just shouldn't take away from what somebody's saying 

14 just because they have done something nice. 

15 Thank you. 

16 JUDGE MacDONALD: Thank you. 

17 David Mussad followed by Tierrene Horton. 

18 Okay. William Gaieck followed by Ticia 

19 Terrell. 

20 

21 

MR. GAIECK: Hello. My name is William 

Gaieck, G-a-i-e-c-k. I am here to oppose the merger of 

22 AT&T and T-Mobile and encourage the Commission to oppose 

23 it as well. 

24 Just real quickly I'd like to comment on a few 

25 comments that were made: With regards to there being a 
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1 union at AT&T, you know, that's great and nice. I 

2 support unions, don't get me wrong. T-Mobile workers 

3 are also allowed to unionize as well, so that's kind of 

4 irrelevant. 

5 In regards to medical teleconferencing and 

6 increasing high speed internet, that's going to happen 

7 regardless of whether it's merged or not. And as far as 

8 AT&T might go, they might decide to block services 

9 white services on their network unless you use one of 

10 their white authorized providers, which is more likely 

11 the scenario. 

12 And in regards to AT&T doing -- donating and 

13 being this philanthropic entity, you know, it's nice and 

14 all to say that, but it's really just paying lip service 

15 

16 

to them for the work that they've done for you. 

And then just really quickly two anecdotes. I 

17 have a T-Mobile phone -- it's actually the I-phone here, 

18 but in order to get T-Mobile service, I had to do some 

19 hacking. It's these sort of things that a very sort of 

20 monopolistic type scheme which would prevent a lot of 

21 consumers on different networks from getting certain 

22 phones. The exclusivity deals that this situation would 

23 create are quite frankly disgusting. 

24 And just really quickly, a plan that we would 

25 get on T-Mobile, if I were to approach AT&T and request 
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1 they provide those same exact services at a comparable 

2 price, that's not going to happen. I've done that 

3 several times over the course of years that I've been 

4 with T-Mobile, and the conversation basically goes this, 

5 "Oh, so I have these such and such rates," and so 

6 eventually, they don't do that, but thank you for your 

7 time. 

B 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 come up. 

14 

JUDGE MacDONALD: Thank you. 

Ticia Terrell, Celine Rodriguez. 

Wait. What's your name? 

MS. HORTON: Tierrene Horton. 

JUDGE MacDONALD: Yes, Tierrene Horton, please 

MS. HORTON: Hi. My name is Tierrene, 

15 T-i-e-r-r-e-n-e, Horton, H-o-r-t-o-n. I am here 

16 representing myself and Talani's Cafe and NAAC who 

17 invited me to this meeting. 

1B Pretty much, you know what? What one company 

19 does basically we're in support of the bottom person. 

20 We're in support of the employees. You know, the bottom 

21 line of every company is that as long as our employees 

22 are healthy, then pretty much we have people working, we 

23 can grow and we can expand. 

24 The thing that I'm looking at with T-Mobile 

25 and AT&T merging, growth is inevitable. That's one 
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------ -- -----------------------------------------------------------

1 thing that's not going to be affected is change 

2 regardless, if we're for it or against it. The only 

3 thing I ask, and my main concern, is that when we're 

4 coming up with this change and AT&T and T-Mobile are 

5 coming together, that they remember the lower man that 

6 is in support of their lower man, and that when it comes 

7 to creating jobs and phasing out, that basically just 

8 keep in mind for AT&T that as they're getting ready --

9 getting rid of their redundancies actually, that they 

10 don't forget to remember the man that -- or the person, 

11 such as myself, that is supporting their lower people. 

12 If they don't have money, they can't buy my products, 

13 and if they can't buy my products, me and my friends are 

14 out of jobs. 

15 

16 

17 

18 

Thank you. 

JUDGE MacDONALD: Thank you. 

So then Ticia Terrell and Celine Rodriguez. 

MS. TERRELL: Good evening. My name is Ticia 

19 Terrell, T-i-c-i-a, T-e-r-r-e-l-l. I am a single parent 

20 of one child that is in college. I am also a college 

21 student, a volunteer, and a small business owner. 

22 I've had both T-Mobile and AT&T services. It 

23 is my prayer that in this merger consumers will receive 

24 the best of both worlds, for better wireless -- from a 

25 better wireless service provider with affordable priced 
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1 plans, jobs, more community and business support and 

2 educational support. 

3 But as for my small business, I absolutely 

4 have no plans of remaining small, so if this merger 

5 takes place, I'm looking forward for AT&T support so I 

6 can keep growing and then provide jobs for others. 

7 

8 

Thank you. 

JUDGE MacDONALD: Thank you. 

9 Celine Rodriguez followed by Brion Kennett. 

10 MS. RODRIGUEZ: Hello. I'm Celine Rodriguez. 

11 I came to talk to you about what my -- oh, I'm sorry. 

12 I'm sorry. C-e-I-i-n-e, R-o-d-r-i-g-u-e-z. 

13 I came to talk about what my cell phone means 

14 to me. Thanks to my smart phone, I can look up things 

15 on the internet that help with my homework. I can also 

16 use my phone to organize and communicate with my high 

17 school's music ensemble, no matter where I am. 

18 When T-Mobile and AT&T become one company, my 

19 phone will work faster and in more place than it used to 

20 before. My phone means a lot to me so I'm asking you to 

21 please give support to the companies who are going to 

22 give US better service when they merge. 

23 Thank you. 

24 JUDGE MacDONALD: Thank you. 

25 Brion Kennett followed by Issa Lozano. 
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1 MR. KENNETT: Hello. My name is Brion 

2 Kennett, B-r-i-o-n, K-e-n-n-e-t-t, and I'm here to 

3 kindly ask you to not stand in the way of bringing 

4 faster, more reliable service to San Diegans. It will 

5 be available for all of us. We'll still have the 

6 opportunity to choose, but I think that a faster, more 

7 reliable service would be the ideal choice. 

8 Like many of my friends, I rely entirely on my 

9 cell phone to keep in communication with my family in 

10 state, out of state. We have family everywhere, and I 

11 just think that it's important to have a stronger, 

12 larger, more reliable network open, so thank you very 

13 much. 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

JUDGE MacDONALD: Thank you. 

Issa Lozano followed by Gina McBride. 

MR. LOZANO: Hi. You got my first name right. 

JUDGE MacDONALD: Sorry about that. 

MR. LOZANO: It's Issa Lozano. 

JUDGE MacDONALD: Lozano. 

MR. LOZANO: Issa, I-s-s-a, Lozano, 

21 L-o-z-a-n-o. I'm here to support the merger between 

22 AT&T and T-Mobile. And I use my phone all the time to 

23 connect with friends and family, and even to check, 

24 like, the bus schedules and stuff, and it's really 

25 important for me to have a fast, fast service. And I 
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--------------------------------------------------------------

1 really do support it, and I heard that it's going to 

2 create faster more reliable service, so yeah, I'm all 

3 for it. 

4 So thank you very much. 

5 JUDGE MacDONALD: Thank you. 

6 Gina McBride followed by Xavier Leonard. 

7 MS. McBRIDE: Good evening. My name is Gina 

8 McBride. That's G-i-n-a, M-c-B-r-i-d-e. I've lived 

9 here in the area for a number of years and I own two 

10 local small businesses. 

11 I'm here tonight to endorse the merger of AT&T 

12 and T-Mobile. The merger will enable AT&T to rapidly 

13 cover 98 percent of the Californians with adequate 

14 advanced LTE network that will mean fewer dropped calls, 

15 stronger signals and faster data in more locations. 

16 This is especially important to millions of 

17 small business owners who cannot be tied to their land 

18 lines during the day, and they depend on high quality 

19 service for their wireless devices in order to 

20 efficiently conduct their businesses out in the field. 

21 In order to bolster the growth of our business 

22 community and the productivity and efficiency of all 

23 Californians, the AT&T merger will go a long way towards 

24 expediting the use of technology and communications, 

25 equipment allowing for faster and more dependable 
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1 devices. I look forward to this merger soon to allow 

2 all of us to connect more rapidly with greater 

3 dependability in this expanding digital environment. 

4 

5 

Thank you. 

JUDGE MacDONALD: Thank you. 

6 Xavier Leonard followed by Dwayne Christian, 

7 Michael Russell, and Terry Bunting. 

8 MR. RUSSELL: My name is Michael Russell, 

9 M-i-c-h-a-e-l, R-u-s-s-e-l-l. In addition to being a 

10 small business person in San Diego, I also produce audio 

11 and video with Cox Public Access Television and put it 

12 online. 

13 I'm really here to talk about a little bit 

14 something different called network neutrality. As you 

15 may know, AT&T already owns the fiber optic backbone 

16 that runs throughout California and that all wireless 

17 carriers have to use. By giving them access to a vast 

18 swath of the wireless market in addition to that --

19 because this is where TV and radio and everything else 

20 is going to be used in the future -- you're giving them 

21 a virtual monopoly on our communication medium. 

22 Now, they've already proven themselves, as 

23 some people have said, to be unreliable in terms of the 

24 law of the land, as far as spying on American citizens, 

25 and unless you have total network neutrality and 
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1 safeties and regulations to guarantee that citizen media 

2 like mine can get access to the broad band spectrum at 

3 the same rate as everyone else and not have to pay more 

4 or be slower than the commercial media, then what you're 

5 doing is you're handing AT&T a monopoly over our 

6 communications and our future. 

7 

8 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Right on. 

MR. RUSSELL: Thank you. 

9 JUDGE MacDONALD: Terry Binting -- or Bunting, 

10 Ruben Barrales, San Diego Chamber. Sorry. I know I 

11 didn't get that right. 

12 MR. BARRALES: That's okay. Ruben Barrales, 

13 R-u-b-e-n, B-a-r-r-a-l-e-s. 

14 Welcome, Commissioner Sandoval, back to 

15 San Diego. Glad to have you here, and thank you for 

16 providing this opportunity to the public to talk to you 

17 about this. 

18 I'm representing the San Diego Chamber, 

19 which -- whose board has not taken a position on the 

20 acquisition, but I did want to come and let you know, as 

21 you've heard, that AT&T has been a fantastic corporate 

22 citizen in the San Diego region supporting our efforts 

23 to help small businesses, also has been supportive in 

24 the Latino community in San Diego, so I did want to put 

25 that on the record as you deliberate this potential 

Page 97 



1 acquisition. 

2 And thanks again for being here in San Diego. 

3 

4 

5 

JUDGE MacDONALD: Thank you. 

John Chantengco, Yen Tu. 

MS. TU: Good evening. My name is Yen Tu, 

6 Yen, Y-e-n, T-u is my last name, and I'm here 

7 representing myself and thank you again, Commissioner, 

8 for being in San Diego. It's nice to see you in 

9 San Diego. 

10 And in the interest of time, I'm going to not 

11 talk about some of the things I wanted to talk about 

12 with AT&T, but mainly I wanted to say that as a business 

13 owner and a consultant working from home, my office 

14 being at home, the coverage will be very important to me 

15 because the phone is my life line. 

16 So thank you for being here. 

17 JUDGE MacDONALD: Thank you. 

18 The next two speakers are Laurin Pause and 

19 Margaret Torres. 

20 

21 

MS. PAUSE: Good evening. My name is Laurin 

Pause, L-a-u-r-i-n, P-a-u-s-e. I'm here representing 

22 Community Resource Center, a non-profit located in 

23 Encinitas. We do receive occasional grants supporting 

24 our domestic violence and social service programs from 

25 AT&T. 
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1 On behalf of the low income households in 

2 North San Diego County, we want to recognize that broad 

3 band internet is no longer a luxury, but it is essential 

4 to the day-to-day lives of these members of our 

5 community. With vast numbers of low income Americans 

6 lacking affordable access to broad band, we are in 

7 support of AT&T's acquisition of T-Mobile. 

8 The current economic climate has been 

9 difficult with extraordinarily high unemployment and so 

10 far few employment opportunities. This merger stands to 

11 bring some much needed relief that will provide the 

12 infrastructure needed to expand access to both critical 

13 healthcare services and general benefit sign-ups, such 

14 as Cal Fresh enrollment through expanded availability of 

15 these telecom applications. 

16 The combined AT&T and T-Mobile will also bring 

17 access to underserved populations in both the urban and 

18 rural communities, create cost-cutting savings for 

19 consumers and increase jobs across the country. But 

20 approving this transaction, the Commission has an 

21 opportunity to make a positive impact in the lives of 

22 our nation's low income and at-risk populations due to 

23 the inherent economies of scale that result in lower 

24 rates and increased access and capacity to those most in 

25 need. 
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1 And just as an aside, for 20 years, I worked 

2 in telecommunications, and I've watched technology 

3 increase the capabilities of people to live a better 

4 life, and with that does come some cost to the 

5 infrastructure. So there will be cost, but you get a 

6 lot more for what you -- than what you have. 

7 Thank you. 

8 

9 

10 

JUDGE MacDONALD: Thank you. 

Margaret Torres followed by Sharon Evens. 

MS. TORRES: My name is Margaret Torres, 

11 M-a-r-g-a-r-e-t, Torres, T-o-r-r-e-s. I'm here 

12 representing myself and my family. 

13 I have been concerned about this issue for 

14 about six months, but I only happened to hear about this 

15 CPUC meeting this afternoon. I'm speaking against the 

16 acquisition or T-Mobile by AT&T. My husband and I are 

17 retired. We need the much lower rate -- much lower cost 

18 of T-Mobile to keep in touch with our college student 

19 daughter. 

20 Competition is important for technology 

21 development. T-Mobile is up to that task having 

22 initiated both Android and 4G services. If AT&T is 

23 allowed to complete the acquisition, Sprint will have 

24 only 20 percent of the market and 80 percent will be 

25 split between AT&T and Verizon. 
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1 The National Labor Relations Board is the 

2 proper way to support T-Mobile unionization, not a 

3 merger. 

4 AT&T gives out a lot of money, yet AT&T, as a 

5 public utility, should not be allowed to reduce 

6 competition. When we bought our T-Mobile phone, 

7 100 percent of their customers that day, other than 

8 myself, were minorities. They need the lower rate, and 

9 we need the lower rate. 

10 And as an aside, I happened to notice that 

11 there's so many well-spoken prepared people here today 

12 supporting the merger, but the fellow next to me, it was 

13 all written out for him: Talking points, fill in his 

14 name, his position. So if AT&T can support people by 

15 donating money to come and speak before you, I hope you 

16 take that into consideration, because there's been very 

17 few sincere, from the heart, from the individual 

18 presentations this evening. 

19 

20 

21 

22 

Thank you. 

JUDGE MacDONALD: Thank you. 

Sharon Evens followed by Anne Marie Mowatt. 

MS. EVENS: I'm Sharon Evens. I chair the 

23 Business Resource Group. We're a statewide 501(c) (3) 

24 non-profit that focuses exclusively on small business 

25 development. We are not funded by AT&T. Thank you, 
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1 Mr. McNeely, who reallocated their philanthropic dollars 

2 three years ago to K through 12 focus, which de funded 

3 our organization -- our first application. 

4 Nonetheless, I speak on behalf of the small 

5 business community, and although I recognize the 

6 importance of competition, I'd like the Commission to 

7 look at the importance of the small business sector in 

8 those that would be displaced, not in an opportunity to 

9 oppose this merger, but as an opportunity to recognize 

10 what the people of California really need. 

11 I happen to be -- my office is -- we have five 

12 offices statewide, and we happen to be headquartered in 

13 Hawthorne, just south of LAX. I drove here today 

14 because I missed the Los Angeles hearing. I have, in my 

15 hands, three wireless cards, and I could not get a hotel 

16 reservation while I was sitting in the back on Price 

17 Line because we have to save money, so somehow we're 

18 going to figure out where I'm going to stay tonight, 

19 right? 

20 But, nonetheless, I will tell you, within a 

21 three-mile radius of our office, there are six T-Mobile 

22 offices that employ 45 workers. Within that same three 

23 miles of our office, there are five AT&T stores that 

24 employ 32 workers. We serve small women and minority 

25 enterprises. That's what we do, and 60 percent of all 
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1 of who we serve need additional assistance because these 

2 are the businesses that create jobs. 

3 When making your decision, we ask that you 

4 examine carefully, just like when banks buy banks, 

5 consolidation occurs. When technology companies buy 

6 technology companies, consolidation and reorganization 

7 has to occur. But problematically in that process, a 

8 negotiation should occur to reinvest in the displaced 

9 workers and programs to transition them, because these 

10 are the employers in Hawthorne where I live -- where I 

11 work where the individuals aren't part of the broad band 

12 build-out that are going to pay high-paying jobs. 

13 When that consolidation happens, there will be 

14 35 additional unemployed individuals in the south part 

15 of Los Angeles. There will be individuals from some of 

16 those six T-Mobile stores and 600 national T-Mobile 

17 stores that will have pledged their savings in order to 

18 build these businesses. We applaud AT&T's commitment to 

19 small business and to philanthropy, but we need them to 

20 make special appropriations to mitigate the potential 

21 adverse impacts. 

22 

23 

JUDGE MacDONALD: Thank you. 

Anne Marie Mowatt, M-o-w-a-t-t. Okay. And 

24 I'm sorry, but I can't read this name. It begins with 

25 an M, Myres Reye, Filipino American Community. 
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---- ------------------------------

1 Leane Marchese, M-a-r-c-h -- it looks like --

2 e-s-e, and then Veronica Baker. 

3 MS. MARCHESE: Hi. Good evening. My name is 

4 Leane Marchese, L-e-a-n-e, M-a-r-c-h-e-s-e, and I came 

5 here -- sorry. I came here tonight really to represent 

6 my elderly parents. They have T-Mobile, and only for my 

7 mother would I be here at 9:00 so -- but she's 

8 consistently frustrated, I think, with T-Mobile, and 

9 especially some of the features that they don't have 

10 that AT&T does have: Rollover minutes, coverage, 

11 definitely just a company that seems to have a better 

12 response time. And I think that that's something to be 

13 noted, and I just wanted to come in support of the 

14 merger tonight. 

15 Thank you. 

16 

17 

18 

JUDGE MacDONALD: Thank you. 

Veronica Baker, Susan Wingfield, Brian Ritter. 

MS. BAKER: Good evening. Veronica Baker, 

19 V-e-r-o-n-i-c-a, Baker, B-a-k-e-r. Thank you for 

20 hearing my comments tonight. 

21 I represent myself and I just want to say I 

22 support AT&T's proposed merger with T-Mobile. Through 

23 my work at various non-profit agencies, I recognize the 

24 importance of providing affordable high speed internet 

25 access to people from low income or underresourced 
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1 neighbors. A combined AT&T and T-Mobile will help 

2 wireless broad band access to underserved urban and 

3 rural communities creating cost-savings for consumers, 

4 which is vital to rebuilding our economy. This merger 

5 will provide customers with faster, more efficient high 

6 speed wireless internet at affordable rates. 

7 AT&T has always had a deep commitment to the 

8 community, and this merger will help them continue and 

9 broaden the support to those who need it most. So in 

10 this way, this represents a win-win for everybody, for 

11 businesses, for non-profits and the community they 

12 serve, and for individuals like you and me. I encourage 

13 you to support this initiative. 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

Thank you. 

JUDGE MacDONALD: Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Veronica Baker. 

MS. BAKER: I just spoke. 

JUDGE MacDONALD: I'm sorry. Susan 

19 Wingfield-Ritter. 

20 MS. WINGFIELD-RITTER: Thank you. Can you 

21 hear me? That's S-u-s-a-n, W-i-n-g-f-i-e-I-d, hyphen, 

22 R-i-t-t-e-r. I own two· small businesses in San Diego, 

23 and I appreciate the opportunity to speak to you this 

24 evening. 

25 I oppose this merger. AT&T, by opposing 
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1 internet neutrality, has demonstrated that they do not 

2 support the free flow of information that is needed in a 

3 democracy and the open debate that is so essential. 

4 That's the main reason I oppose this merger. 

5 I don't want to see AT&T become even more 

6 controlling and powerful and bold in controlling their 

7 infrastructure to their own needs, rather than to serve 

8 the public good and basic democratic principles. I 

9 don't want them to become too big to be denied, and I'd 

10 like to make the point that in 1999 our Congress passed 

11 the Financial Modernization Services Act that took away 

12 restrictions on monopolies in the banking and the 

13 insurance business, and we see where that got us today. 

14 Essentially in this country right now corporations like 

15 AT&T are running our government. We now have a 

16 plutocracy instead of a democracy. I urge you to vote 

17 against this merger. This is against democracy. The 

18 merger is going to hurt all of us in the long run. 

19 Thank you. 

20 

21 

JUDGE MacDONALD: Thank you. 

MR. RITTER: Hi. My name is Brian Ritter, 

22 B-r-i-a-n, R-i-t-t-e-r. 

23 Several people have spoken to how AT&T 

24 supports their goals by providing financial support to 

25 their organizations; however, I'd like to point out that 
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1 there are far more organizations that AT&T chooses not 

2 to support. It's their money, they can choose to do 

3 with it what they want, right? 

4 However, AT&T wants to apply the same 

5 philosophy to the communications infrastructure that 

6 they own. They say it's their infrastructure and they 

7 can choose to do with it what they like, right? But 

8 they want to do this even when they are using public 

9 resources, the air waves in the process. 

10 They oppose network neutrality believing that 

11 they should be the sole decider of which information 

12 will be allowed to flow through their infrastructure. 

13 Information they agree with, they will support. 

14 Information and ideas they oppose, they wish to block. 

15 These sociopaths at the top of AT&Ts are enemies of the 

16 free flow of information and open debate and, therefore, 

17 enemies of democracy. They see democracy as a nuisance 

18 that has a tendency to interfere with maximizing their 

19 profits. Please oppose this merger before AT&T becomes 

20 too powerful to control. 

21 

22 

JUDGE MacDONALD: Thank you. 

MS. VALENZUELA: Hi, my name is Marisa 

23 Valenzuela, M-a-r-i-s-a, V-a-l-e-n-z-u-e-l-a, and I'm 

24 here to be presenting myself and to speak in favor of 

25 the merger between AT&T and T-Mobile. 
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1 And as a single parent of two teenage sons in 

2 a low income family, I believe that AT&T and T-Mobile 

3 merger would be positive to the community to create jobs 

4 and to bring competition among providers to lower rates 

5 for the underserved communities, like myself and be able 

6 to afford better service and lower rates. 

7 Thank you. 

8 JUDGE MacDONALD: Thank you. 

9 The next speaker is Betty Ljundquist followed 

10 by Dina Chavez. 

11 MS. LJUNDQUIST: Good evening. My name is 

12 Betty Ljundquist, B-e-t-t-y, last name is 

13 L-j-u-n-d-q-u-i-s-t, and I'm here tonight 

14 And I'm sorry for all what I'm hearing, but in 

15 my own opinion, I'm being -- since 1986, AT&T is being 

16 there for the communities, for the Latinos, for the 

17 minorities, Filipinos, and always, you know, they've 

18 been helping the organizations that I belong to. 

19 Also, you know, using AT&T, my son 15 years 

20 old, you know, he told me, "Mom" -- I was using another 

21 provider and he says, "All my friends, they are using 

22 AT&T because they have a better wireless." And then, 

23 you know, the teenagers, they are the ones that really 

24 know what is good, you know, in the wireless. Then I'm 

25 here to support the merge of the T-Mobile and AT&T 
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1 because I believe we'll have better reception, we'll 

2 have better service, and I encourage the help in the 

3 community with the grants to really go to all the 

4 underserved people. 

5 Thank you. 

6 JUDGE MacDONALD: Thank you. 

7 Dina Chavez followed by Natalia Lopez, Marisa 

8 Valenzuela. 

9 

10 

11 

MS. VALENZUELA: I spoke already. 

JUDGE MacDONALD: Thank you. 

MS. LOPEZ: Good evening. My name is Natalia 

12 Lopez, N-a-t-a-l-i-a, Lopez, L-o-p-e-z. 

13 I'm a business owner. I manufacture parts for 

14 racing cars allover the world, so pretty much my life 

15 is phone, internet, and I love the speed from cars and 

16 also from the service internet and telephone, which is 

17 wonderful, and I'm just waiting for to give us a 

18 break for business owners. Most of my bills are from 

19 long distance and I'm hoping, you know, lowering the 

20 price for business owners, because they're way too high, 

21 and comparing to another providers, it is a big 

22 difference in prices, so but I'm supporting the merger 

23 of AT&T. 

24 Thank you. 

25 JUDGE MacDONALD: Thank you. 
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1 

2 

William Harnage followed by Bruce Stewart. 

MR. HARNAGE: My name is William Harnage, 

3 H-a-r-n-a-g-e. I'm a small business owner since 1997. 

4 I am a current smart phone user and love it dearly. 

5 I am most concerned with the reducing of 

6 competition. I do not support this merger. There's a 

7 myth and misinformation that this merger will create 

8 American jobs and increase investment, but the fact is 

9 that more than 20,000 T-Mobile workers are expected to 

10 lose their jobs so AT&T can achieve post-merger 

11 synergies. And the company has told Wall Street it 

12 plans to cut investment by $10 billion if the deal goes 

13 through. Pretty scandalous. 

14 Another myth or misinformation is that the 

15 elimination of T-Mobile as a competitor doesn't matter 

16 because most Americans will still have other providers 

17 to choose from. This is not correct. The merger will 

18 give AT&T and Verizon 80 percent of the market, and no 

19 other carrier has the spectrum or other advantages to 

20 these giants. That's a duopoly, not a monopoly. That's 

21 a duopoly. That's AT&T and Verizon. That is definitely 

22 not good. Americans will be on the losing end. 

23 Another myth or misinformation is that the 

24 merger is necessary to ensure rural Americans have 

25 access to next generation mobile internet. Not true. 
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1 Even if the deal is blocked, 97 percent of Americans 

2 will have 4G services available from at least two 

3 carriers by 2014. AT&T told the FCC it would deploy 4G 

4 services to 97 percent of the country even if the merger 

5 were blocked. Verizon's entire network will be 4G 

6 capable by 2014. 

7 Another myth and misinformation is the merger 

8 is necessary to alleviate congestion on AT&T's network. 

9 Not true. The fact is that AT&T's claim of capacity 

10 issues is a sham because the company has vast spectrum 

11 holdings it doesn't even use. I urge you to oppose this 

12 merger. 

13 Thank you very much. 

14 JUDGE MacDONALD: Thank you. 

15 Bruce Stewart followed by Bryan -- Byron 

16 Morton. 

MR. STEWART: Hi. 17 

18 B-r-u-c-e, S-t-e-w-a-r-t. 

I'm Bruce Stewart, 

I'm a small business owner, 

19 and I'm representing myself. 

20 I am for competition and I would dearly love 

21 for there to be competition among corporations to see 

22 who could show that they have the best support for 

23 workers of low income by allowing them to have unions. 

24 I would love for there to be competition among 

25 corporations to show who supports the most poor people, 
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1 minority people, victims of domestic violence: All the 

2 places that AT&T has been supporting our community. 

3 It's extremely cynical to assume that they're 

4 doing that looking forward to how to gain support for 

5 their merger, and I say to anyone, "Get out there and 

6 compete. Support your community as much as AT&T does 

7 and then stand up and say that you're a better option." 

8 So I support the merger. 

9 JUDGE MacDONALD: Thank you. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

Byron Morton or Martin? 

MR. MORTON: Morton. 

JUDGE MacDONALD: Morton. 

MR. MORTON: M-o-r-t-o-n. I wasn't planning 

14 on speaking. I'm just a guest of some people. I left 

15 my suit at home, so you have to forgive me. This is 

16 what I'm wearing. 

17 I noticed a lot of people have been speaking 

18 about the benefits of AT&T. I noticed a lot of people 

19 speaking of the benefits, and they're using language 

20 like, "I hope, it's my opinion, I believe," but there's 

21 no one saying with certainty that jobs will be 

22 preserved, that this is a guaranteed wonderful thing. 

23 It's a lot of opinion. 

24 And when you go through the transcripts -- I'm 

25 not sure if you do the transcripts -- make a little 
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1 tally. I'm curious to see how many people say, "I hope, 

2 I believe, it's my opinion," but I'd like to see some 

3 guarantees, some worker protection on -- and guarantee 

4 of net neutrality and guarantee that this benevolent 

5 AT&T Corporation will actually help the community. 

6 Without any guarantee, there's just, you know, pie in 

7 the sky, and I'm against the merger, obviously. 

8 Thank you. 

9 

10 

JUDGE MacDONALD: Thank you. 

Now, that was the end of the list of speakers. 

11 However, as you know, I did mutilate a few names or not 

12 pronounce them correctly, so if you had signed up to 

13 speak and you were not called, it's probably me, so if 

14 you'd raise your hand, I could acknowledge you. 

15 Okay. No hands are raised, so it appears that 

16 anybody who was on the list that didn't come up probably 

17 left or had their comment said by another speaker. 

18 So that will conclude our speakers. I'd like 

19 to thank everyone for their participaticn. As noted 

20 earlier, the statements you made here tonight will be 

21 transcribed by our reporter and will be part of the 

22 public record available to the Commission in making its 

23 decision. 

24 On behalf of the Commission, I want to thank 

25 you all for taking time out of your busy schedules to 
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1 make your views known here tonight. We understand the 

2 effort that it takes for each of you to be here, and we 

3 truly value your participation. This public 

4 participation hearing is adjourned. We'll be off the 

5 record. Thank you. 

6 (Whereupon, at 8:59 p.m., the meeting was 

7 adj ourned. ) 

8 --000--

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 
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20 

21 
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23 

24 

25 
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