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Application: 
This bulletin is intended for Part 139 Airport Managers and State Aviation Directors in the States 
of Iowa, Kansas, Missouri and Nebraska 

Background:  
With the emphasis on wildlife management at Part 139 airports, it is important to note that 
crops grown on airports that support commercial air service are often in conflict with wildlife 
mitigation efforts. 
 
During annual certification inspections this office has become aware of airports planting 
agricultural crops too close to runways and taxiways.  We are issuing this bulletin as fall 
approaches and agricultural leases are renewed over the winter with farmers who grow crops 
on airport property. 
 
Crops provide revenue for many airports, especially in the Midwest but concerns about wildlife 
attractants on commercial airports require these airport operators to assess the proximity of 
crops to runways and taxiways. 
 
Action Required: 
AC 150/5200-33B, Hazardous Wildlife Attractants on or near Airports, provides guidance for 
agricultural activities on airports.  Paragraph 2-6 states, “If the airport has no financial alternative 
to agricultural crops to produce income necessary to maintain the viability of the airport, then the 
airport shall follow the crop distance guidelines listed in the table titled, Minimum Distances 
between Certain Airport Features and Any On-Airport Agricultural Crops.”  The table is in AC 
150/5300-13, Airport Design, Appendix 17.  The cost of wildlife control and potential accidents 
should be weighed against the income produced by the on-airport crops when deciding whether 
to allow crops on the airport.” 

http://www.faa.gov/airports/resources/advisory_circulars/index.cfm/go/document.current/documentNumber/150_5200-33
http://www.faa.gov/airports/resources/advisory_circulars/index.cfm/go/document.current/documentNumber/150_5300-13
http://www.faa.gov/airports/resources/advisory_circulars/index.cfm/go/document.current/documentNumber/150_5300-13


Airport Operators at Part 139 airports should use the attached Appendix 17 table to 
determine the appropriate crop distance from runways and taxiways. 
 

 
Appendix 17 to AC 150/5300-13 

 
 
Questions 
If you have questions, contact either, Mike Mullen, Lead Airport Certification Inspector, 816-329-
2618 or Pat Haynes, Airport Certification Safety Inspector, 816-329-2621. 
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