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9 FAM 40.103   
INTERNATIONAL CHILD ABDUCTION 

(CT:VISA-1325;   09-28-2009) 
(Office of Origin:  CA/VO/L/R) 

9 FAM 40.103  RELATED STATUTORY 
PROVISIONS 
(CT:VISA-1325;   09-28-2009) 

See INA 212(a)(10)(C) (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(10)(C)). 

INA 212(a)(10)(C) 

(10) Miscellaneous  

(C) International child abduction  

(i)  In general - Except as provided in clause (ii), any alien who, 
after entry of an order by a court in the United States 
granting custody to a person of a United States citizen child 
who detains or retains the child, or withholds custody of the 
child, outside the United States from the person granted 
custody by that order, is inadmissible until the child is 
surrendered to the person granted custody by that order.  

(ii)  Aliens supporting abductors and relatives of abductors 
 
Any alien who— 
 
(I) is known by the Secretary of State to have intentionally 
assisted an alien in the conduct described in clause (i),  
 
(II) is known by the Secretary of State to be intentionally 
providing material support or safe haven to an alien described 
in clause (i), or  
 
(III) is a spouse (other than the spouse who is the parent of 
the abducted child), child (other than the abducted child), 
parent, sibling, or agent of an alien described in clause (i), if 
such person has been designated by the Secretary of State at 
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the Secretary’s sole and unreviewable discretion, is 
inadmissible until the child described in clause (i) is 
surrendered to the person granted custody by the order 
described in that clause, and such person and child are 
permitted to return to the United States or such person’s 
place of residence. 

(iii) Exceptions Clauses (i) and (ii) shall not apply—  
 
(I) to a government official of the United States who is acting 
within the scope of his or her official duties;  
 
(II) to a government official of any foreign government if the 
official has been designated by the Secretary of State at the 
Secretary’s sole and unreviewable discretion; or  
 
(III) so long as the child is located in a foreign state that is a 
party to the Convention on the Civil Aspects of International 
Child Abduction, done at The Hague on October 25, 1980. 

9 FAM 40.103  RELATED REGULATORY 
PROVISIONS 
(CT:VISA-1325;   09-28-2009) 

See 22 CFR 40.103. 

Section 40.103  International child abduction. 

An alien who would otherwise be ineligible under INA 212(a)(9)(C)(i) shall 
not be ineligible under such paragraph if the U.S. citizen child in question is 
physically located in a foreign state which is party to the Hague Convention 
on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction. 

[61 FR 1833, Jan. 24, 1996] 


