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Recognition and Education

The primary goal of the Patent and Trademark Office

(PTO) Office of Public Affairs is to recognize and honor

the role inventors and invention play in American soci-

ety and to educate Americans of all ages on the sub-

jects of intellectual property and the patent system.

National Inventors Hall of Fame

To further our goal, the PTO has entered into a series

of joint projects with the National Inventors Hall of

Fame. Under PTO guidance, the Hall of Fame created

and distributed exhibits, and the PTO co-sponsored

the Camp Invention summer day camp program and

produced the annual National Inventors Hall of Fame

Induction Ceremony.

Ronald H. Brown American 

Innovator Award

The Ronald H. Brown American Innovator Award was

presented this year to Dr. Brian Molloy and Dr. Klaus

Schmiegel, inventors of Prozac; to James West, inventor

of the electric microphone; and to Donald Campbell,

a co-inventor of a process that greatly increases the

yield of high-octane gasoline from crude oil. The award

is given annually to the living Americans who have

been inducted into the National Inventors Hall of

Fame of that year.

Patent and Trademark 

Office Museum

The Patent and Trademark Museum featured two

new exhibits during FY 1999. The exhibits were

devoted to women inventors and to minority inventors.

Entitled “Colors of Invention: Celebrating the Diversity

of American Innovation,” the exhibits will be featured

during February and March of each year as part of

PTO’s annual Black History Month and Women’s

History Month.

Office of Independent 

Inventors Programs

The Office of Public Affairs worked closely through-

out the year with the new Office of Independent

Inventors Programs to, among other things, produce

and distribute public service television and radio

advertisements that warned inventors about invention

development scams. Public Affairs also coordinated

the annual Inventors Expo and provided staff support

for the annual Independent Inventors Conference

held in Houston.

Education

Educational outreach efforts during the year included

the development of a children’s page on the PTO

website, tours of the PTO headquarters, and a new

trademark-teaching syllabus for use in classrooms

throughout the country. The syllabus supplements

the existing Project XL material and is to be used 

in conjunction with a video on trademarks produced

in FY 1999.

Innovators and Innovations
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