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2: All About Nicknames
Based on the New Mexico quarter reverse

OBJECTIVE
Students will understand nicknames and their origins.  Students will understand the
characteristics of a topographical map.

MATERIALS
• 1 overhead projector (optional)
• 1 overhead transparency (or photocopy) of the “New Mexico Quarter Reverse” page
• 1 overhead transparency of the “Introducing…” worksheet
• “New Mexico Quarter Reverse” page
• “Introducing…” worksheet
• 1 class map of the United States
• 1 copy of a text that gives information about nicknames.  For example:

– Franklin’s Nickname by Sharon Jennings
– Brian Banana Duck Sunshine Yellow by Chris McKimmie
– Wee Jimmy by DJ Sharp
– Princess Baby by Karen Katz

• 1 copy of a text that gives information about New Mexico.  For example:
– New Mexico Alphabet: Land of Enchantment by Jan Mike
– E is for Enchantment: A New Mexico Alphabet by Helen Foster James
– New Mexico by Cynthia Walker
– New Mexico (From Sea to Shining Sea) by Therese DeAngelis

• Chart paper
• Markers
• Pencils
• Crayons

PREPARATIONS
• Make an overhead transparency (or photocopy) of each of the following:

– “New Mexico Quarter Reverse” page
– “Introducing…” worksheet

• Make copies of each of the following:
– New Mexico Quarter Reverse” page (1 per student)
– “Introducing…” worksheet (1 per student)
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• Locate a text that gives information about New Mexico (see examples under “Mate-
rials”).

• Locate a text that gives information about nicknames (see examples under “Materi-
als”).

• On chart paper, make a large circle and divide in into four equal sections for Ses-
sions 2 and 3.

GROUPINGS
• Whole group
• Individual work

CLASS TIME
Three 20- to 30-minute sessions

CONNECTIONS
• Social Studies
• Language Arts
• Art

TERMS AND CONCEPTS
• Quarter • Obverse (front)
• Reverse (back) • Zia Sun symbol
• Topographical map • Nickname

BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE
Students should have a basic knowledge of:
• Family • Numbers
• Characteristics • Symbols
• American Indians



PORTIONS © 2008 U.S. MINT.  ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 10 Kindergarten and Grade One

All About Nicknames

STEPS
Sessions 1 and 2
1. Explain to the students that a nickname is a substitute name given to a person or

thing, often as a sign of close affection.  Some are descriptive names, like Red,
Slim, or Lefty.  Some are variations of a person’s real name, ones that are easier to
spell or pronounce.

2. Introduce the students to the selected text on nicknames.  Preview the text and
illustrations and allow the students to generate observations about nicknames.

3. Read the text aloud.  During the reading, attend to any unfamiliar vocabulary.
4. After the reading, discuss nicknames again and how the character in the text got his

or her nickname.  List the responses on chart paper.
5. Ask the students for nicknames that would be appropriate for the class.  Provide an

example and then discuss other possibilities and their appropriateness (for example,
“The Baker’s Dozen” because the class has 13 members).

6. Describe the 50 State Quarters® Program for background information, if necessary,
using the example of your own state, if available.  Then display the transparency or
photocopy of the “New Mexico Quarter Reverse” page, mentioning that an image
must be special to be on a quarter.  Locate New Mexico on a classroom map.  Note
its position in relation to your school’s location.

7. Tell the students that the back of a coin is also called the reverse, and “obverse” is
another name for the front of a coin.  With the students, examine the design on the
New Mexico quarter.  Show them the date at the top of the coin and tell them that is
the date New Mexico became part of the United States.

8. Tell the students that the symbol in the middle of the design is called the Zia Sun
symbol.  Explain to the students that this symbol was created long ago by the Zia
people of New Mexico and shows something about their beliefs.  The Zia believed
that the giver of all good gifts gave gifts to them in groups of four—the four cardi-
nal directions (North, East, South, and West), the four seasons of the year (spring,
summer, autumn, winter), the four times of day (morning, noon, evening, and night),
and the four phases of life (childhood, youth, adulthood, and old age).  As they are
discussed, record each of them on the circle chart paper in each of the four sections,
labeling them and adding a corresponding picture.  This symbol is used in many
ways in New Mexico today--on license plates, highway markers, and the state flag,
for example.

9. Tell the students that the map of New Mexico shown on the coin is called a topo-
graphical map.  A topographical map shows the area’s surface features (for example,
hills, rivers, roads, and mountains).  New Mexico has such a variety of features that
its land ranges from wide deserts to forested, snowcapped mountains.
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10.Point out the words “The Land of Enchantment” on the coin.  Tell the students that
that phrase is the nickname of New Mexico.  Tell the students that the term “en-
chantment” means a great liking for something wonderful and unusual.  Write the
term on a piece of chart paper and ask students to give examples of things that give
them great delight and record them on the chart paper.

11.Explain to the students that they are going to investigate how New Mexico got its
nickname.

12.Introduce the students to the selected text on New Mexico.  Preview the text and
illustrations and allow the students to generate observations about things that can be
found in New Mexico that might contribute to its nickname.

13.Read the text aloud.  During the reading, attend to any unfamiliar vocabulary and
discuss New Mexico again and what characteristics are mentioned in the text that
could relate to its nickname.  List the responses on the chart paper.  Referring back
to the “enchantment” chart paper, encourage students to give examples of the colors
seen in New Mexico and discuss how they might be enchanting.

14.After the reading, discuss the various landforms in New Mexico and what role they
play in the nickname.  Explain to the students that New Mexico’s history and scenic
beauty are what give the state its nickname and make people who visit and live there
find it enchanting (delightful).

15.As a class, act out what some of the landscapes in New Mexico are like (for ex-
ample, make tall arms for mountains, horizontal arms for plains).  Ask the students
how the landscapes may be represented on a map (for example, triangles for moun-
tains, curvy lines for rivers).

16.Distribute a copy of the “New Mexico Quarter Reverse” page to each student.  Have
them color the page and cut out the coin shape.  Encourage the students to color it
so that it would reflect the nickname.  Refer back to the discussion on the Zia Sun
symbol and enchanting colors to encourage them to use different colors.

Session 3
1. Review the previous session and discussion on nicknames.
2. Explain to the students that they will be coming up with a nice nickname for their

family, just as they did for the class.  Remind them that nicknames are usually
descriptive.  Tell the students they will need to choose a number that is special to
their family (for example, three because there are three kids, five because there are
five boys) and illustrate that same number of special things that represents their
family.  Tell them that this number should be important to their family just as the
number four is important to the Zia people, and is featured in their Sun symbol with
its four groups of four rays.
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3. Display a copy of the “Introducing…” worksheet on the overhead projector.  Pro-
vide an example for the students using the class nickname from session 1.  Model
how to illustrate it on the worksheet using a number specific to the class.

4. Distribute a copy of the “Introducing…” worksheet to each student.  Allow the
students an appropriate amount of time to complete the worksheet.

5. Collect the worksheets.  Share the with the class and review nicknames and their
origins.

6. Display the worksheets.

ASSESSMENT
• Take anecdotal notes about the students’ participation in class discussions.
• Evaluate the students’ worksheets for understanding of the lesson objectives.

ENRICHMENTS/EXTENSIONS
• Have students research the Zia Sun symbol and other symbols that were important

to the Zia Indians.  Have the students create a nickname and a coin for the Zia
Indians based on some of the other symbols found in their research.

• Have students research the geography of New Mexico and of their home state.
Have students create a topographical map for their home state and compare it to the
one for New Mexico.

DIFFERENTIATED LEARNING OPTIONS
• Allow students to work in pairs.
• Allow students to use a scribe or clip art rather than complete on their own.

CONNECTION TO WWW.USMINT.GOV/KIDS
• Have students learn more about topographical maps and geography using the Colo-

rado quarter lesson plan at www.usmint.gov/kids/teachers/lessonPlans/50sq/2006/
_k01-3.pdf.

• Have students play “Cents of Color” at http://www.usmint.gov/kids/games/
centsOfColor/ and display their coins.

• Have students learn more about maps using the Monticello Nickel lesson plan at
www.usmint.gov/kids/teachers/lessonPlans/wjns/2006/_k-monticello.pdf.

• Have students learn more about nicknames using the 2008 2-3 generic lesson plan at
www.usmint.gov/kids/teachers/lessonPlans/50sq/2008/0203-6.pdf

All About Nicknames
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Introducing...
Name _________________________

Directions:  Write a descriptive and honoring nickname for
your family.  Write the name on the line at the top.  Choose a
number to represent your family (as 4 is used in the Zia sun
symbol).  Draw that number of things to represent your family.
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New Mexico Quarter Reverse




