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2:  Talk to Me
Based on the Alabama quarter reverse

OBJECTIVE
Students will reflect on different methods of communication.

MATERIALS
• 1 overhead projector (optional)
• 1 overhead transparency (or photocopy) of the Alabama quarter reverse
• 1 class map of the United States of America
• Copies of the “How We Communicate” worksheet
• Pencils
• Timer (or clock)
• Copies of the student role cards
• Chart paper
• Markers
• Scissors
• Scrap paper
• Letter blocks or letter magnets
• Paper bags
• Several sets of circulating coins [a cent (penny), nickel, dime, quarter and half

dollar]
• Several common items that will each fit in a small paper bag
• Copies of the “Personal Reflection” worksheet
• Writing journals

PREPARATIONS
• Make an overhead transparency (or photocopy) of the Alabama quarter reverse.
• Make copies of the “How We Communicate” worksheet (1 copy per small group).
• Make an overhead transparency (or enlarged version) of the “How We Communi-

cate” worksheet.
• Organize materials for the 4 activity centers.

GROUPING
• Whole group
• Small group
• Individual work
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Exploring Communications

CLASS TIME
Two 45- to 60-minute sessions

CONNECTIONS
• Social Studies
• Language Arts
• Science

TERMS AND CONCEPTS
• Reverse (back) • Helen Keller • Blind
• Deaf • Communication • Braille
• Courage

BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE
Students should have a basic knowledge of:
• Helen Keller
• The five senses
• Methods of communication

STEPS
Session 1
1. Start the session by waving to the class and greeting the students in a foreign lan-

guage.
2. In English, ask the class to guess what they believe was said.
3. Prompt a brief discussion and guide the students to realize that they were greeted

(although they may not have understood the words used).  Ask what helped them
decipher what was said if they did not understand the foreign words.  Note tone of
voice, facial expressions, and gestures.

4. Lead a class discussion about learning to communicate.  Have your students think
back to when they were first learning to read (or if students are learning English as a
second language, discuss these experiences).  Was it difficult or easy for them to do?
How did they learn what written words meant?  Responses should include sounding
words out, looking at pictures, looking at the context of the word.
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Talk to Me

5. Introduce students to Alabama’s quarter reverse, which is a part of the 50 State
Quarters® Program.  If unfamiliar with this program, present students with basic
background information,  using the example of your own state, if available.  Then
display the transparency or photocopy of the Alabama quarter reverse.  Select a
student to locate Alabama on a classroom map.  Note its position in relation to your
school’s location.

6. With the students, examine the design on this coin’s reverse.  Point out the woman
on the quarter’s reverse and explore your students’ knowledge about Helen Keller.

Note: Depending on your students’ background knowledge, you may need to explain
that Helen Keller became deaf and blind from illness at extremely young age, before
she had an opportunity to learn how to speak or read.  She became well-known
because she overcame these limitations and was able to communicate using her
senses other than sight and hearing, and went on to help others to learn as well.
Teachers may wish to adapt the 2003 Alabama lesson plan for grades 2-3 as an
introduction to this activity.

7. Distribute role cards to each research group and instruct each group to review and
assign these roles amongst themselves (some of these roles may overlap depending
on the size of the groups).

8. Divide students into small groups (approximately 4-5 students per group) and
distribute a “How We Communicate” worksheet to each group.  Explain that in
small groups they will be looking at different ways that people communicate.

9. Allow students 10-15 minutes to discuss the ways in which people with different
senses communicate.   Have the group Recorder note the group responses.

10.When students have completed their task, regroup as a class and invite each group’s
Reporter to share the information that his/her group listed in one of the chart areas.
After that group reports their information, ask if there were any additional ideas
from the class.

Note: Remember to discuss assistive technology that is designed to increase people’s
ability to communicate, including computer screen readers, screen magnifiers,
speech synthesizers, alternative keyboards, and braille readers for the computer.
Refer to adaptations made within the school environment, such as wheelchair
ramps.

11.On an enlarged, or overhead version of the “How We Communicate” worksheet,
have the group’s Recorder fill in the information as it is reported.

Session 2
1. As a class, review the communication methods that they used during the previous

session to complete the classroom chart.  Students should mention that they both
spoke and wrote their information.
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Talk to Me

2. Explain that Helen Keller’s teacher, Anne Sullivan, had to create a method of com-
munication in order to “speak” with Helen by using the sense of touch.  The students
are now going to participate in different activity centers to explore the difficulty
faced in using alternate senses to communicate.  Students will then practice using
different methods of communication to respond to what they experienced.

3. Distribute copies of the “Personal Reflection” worksheet to each student.
4. Divide students into 4 groups.  Each group will be assigned an activity center to visit

initially.  Students will be given approximately 10 minutes to visit their first activity
center.  Once students have finished their activity they should take some time to
answer the question that relates to the activity they have just completed.  After 10
minutes students will be guided to move on to the next activity.

5. Allow students time to complete any unfinished reflections begun while working in
the activity centers.

6. Once all written work has been completed, regroup the class and conduct a student
lead discussion about their experiences at the activity centers.  Review where they
experienced difficulties and how they think their experiences would have been
different if they had never been able to see or taught to read.

7. In their writing journals, instruct students to reflect on what it must have felt like for
Helen Keller as a child before she learned to communicate, and why they believe
that Alabama chose to include the phrase “Spirit of Courage” alongside the image of
Helen Keller on their quarter reverse.

ENRICHMENT/EXTENSIONS
• Students can develop a formal essay based on the reflections that they wrote in their

journals.  Students can carry this essay through each step of the writing process.
• Invite students to make a literature connection to various forms of communication

by reading an age-appropriate text, such as:
– Communicating With Others by Stuart Schwartz
– Handtalk School by Mary Beth Miller
– Communication: Means and Technologies for Exchanging Information by Piero

Ventura
• Discuss the effect that missing the sense of hearing can have on one’s ability to

speak.  Explore Helen Keller’s later-life attempts to learn to speak.
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Talk to Me

DIFFERENTIATED LEARNING OPTIONS
• Rather than through written word, invite students to reflect on the difficulties faced

by Helen Keller through a different means.  This could be through song, dance,
pantomime, scripted acting, illustration, or other media type.

• Allow students with language barriers to draw or dictate their responses to the center
activity questions.

HPC CONNECTION
Now that your students have used their sense of touch to feel differences between coins,
invite them to use their other senses to determine coins’ specific characteristics with the
science lesson plan “The Identity of Coins,” available in the Teacher section of HPC.
(http://www.usmint.gov/kids/index.cfm?FileContents=/kids/teachers/
LessonView.cfm&LessonPlanId=146)
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DESCRIPTION

Center 1:  Students will work in pairs (or groups of three if neces-
sary).  Partner #1 will write a simple word on a piece of paper
and will then put the paper to the side.  Partner #2 will be blind-
folded and will give his/her hand to Partner #1.  Partner #1 will
trace the letters of the word that he/she wrote, onto the hand
of Partner #2 who will try to identify the word being written.  The
partners will then switch roles and repeat the same steps.

Center 2:  Letter blocks or letter magnets that could form a par-
ticular word should be placed in a paper bag.  Students will
take turns to feel the letters in the bags and to see if they can
determine what word can be spelled from these letters.

Center 3:  Place 5 circulating coins (a cent [penny], nickel,
dime, quarter, and half dollar) in a paper bag.  Without looking
at the coins, students will take turns feeling the coins and trying
to determine the differences between the coins based on their
sizes and edges.

Center 4:  Students will work in pairs (or groups of three if neces-
sary).  One everyday item should be placed in a paper bag.
Partner #1 will  be blindfolded, and Partner #2 will look into his/
her own paper bag to see what it contains.  Partner #2 will
need to communicate what the bag contains without using
speech or sight.  When Partner #1 has determined what was in
this first bag, the partners will switch roles and repeat the same
steps.

Activity Centers
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How We Communicate

Using These What difficulties would How could we
Senses we experience? communicate?

All Available
Senses

All Senses
Except

Hearing

All Senses
Except

Vision

Missing
Hearing,

Vision,
Speech

NAME____________________         DATE______________

INSTRUCTIONS
With your group, discuss and take notes on different
communication experiences.
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Personal Reflection (1)

INSTRUCTIONS
As you are completing each activity, think carefully about the
steps you are taking.  Once you have completed each activity,
read the related question and respond using complete sentences.

NAME____________________         DATE______________

Center 1:  What difficulties did you face in each role
you played in this activity?
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

Center 2:  Was it easy or difficult for you to identify
the letters in the bag?  How did you know which
letter you were feeling?  What did you need to
know in order to tell which letter you were feeling?
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
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Personal Reflection (2)
NAME____________________         DATE______________

Center 4:  How were you able to communicate the
properties of the item to your partner?  Was this the
first method you tried?  If not, what other methods
did you use?  How would you describe this experi-
ence?
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________

Center 3:  How were you able to tell the difference
between the coins in the bag?  What knowledge
did you have about the coins that made this task
easier for you?
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

INSTRUCTIONS
As you are completing each activity, think carefully about the
steps you are taking.  Once you have completed each activity,
read the related question and respond using complete sentences.
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Student Role Cards

INSTRUCTIONS
Review the roles listed below, and assign one to each member.

Role #1—Facilitator/Time Keeper:  Makes sure that
each member contributes to the group.  Also keeps
the group on task, and monitors the group’s time
throughout the project.  He/she will keep the group
aware of how much time it has left.

Role #2—Recorder:  Takes notes on the group dis-
cussion.  Also records the group information on the
class chart during the group’s presentation.

Role #3—Reporter:  Presents the information that
the group gathers and displays.

Role #4—Materials Manager:  Gathers, distributes,
collects, and returns any group materials.

Role #5—Checker:  Checks that thinking is clear
during group discussion, work, and the preparation
of the group presentation.
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Alabama Quarter Reverse


