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MultiSearch

Federated Search Product 

Access Points

• DTIC Online
http://multisearch.dtic.mil/dtic/search.html

• DTIC Online Access Controlled

Different from “More Search Options”

http://multisearch.dtic.mil/dtic/search.html


MultiSearch

Current Features:

• Wikipedia, Clusters

• Refine Search

• Select Sources

• Source Status

• Clippings and Email Results

• Sort by

• Preferences



MultiSearch

Next Release
• Simple search and advanced search

• RSS* or ATOM* Web feed readers 

• Tabbed results by subject, more 
resources 

• EndNote and Refworks

• Alerts

• Bookmarks

*Really Simple Syndication 

*ATOM – syndication format



Simple and Advanced 

Search



Tabbed Results



Navigation Bar



Results - Clippings



Results Email



Results - Printed



Results - RSS

From Results page, Check mark 

selected citations.

View “My Clippings”

Send clippings to RefWorks or

EndNote



Results - RSS

Allows you to subscribe to feed reader 

using: Google, Live Bookmarks, My 

Yahoo, or Bloglines.



Results - EndNote, RefWorks

From Results page, Check mark 

selected citations.

View “My Clippings”

Send clippings to RefWorks or

EndNote



MultiSearch Alerts vs. TRAIL

• MultiSearch Alerts

– Technical Reports plus other sources

– Dates not limited to latest two weeks 

– Easy to send results or selections to 

others

– Option to use EndNote and RefWorks

– User Driven

• Determine Delivery frequency

• Create, Modify, Delete



MultiSearch Alerts vs. TRAIL

• TRAIL

– Searches only DTIC Technical Reports

• Latest two weeks 

• Subject Fields and Groups

• Links to full text



TRAIL Search in MultiSearch

• MultiSearch 

– Option to search only Technical Reports

• Fields and Groups 

050100 - Administration and Management

131200 - Safety Engineering

150100 - Military Forces and Organizations



Step 1

To set up Alerts click Alerts

In top Navigation Bar

Create a User Account

User Accounts



User Accounts

Update and Delete Account

After account has been created



MultiSearch Alerts

Alerts can also be created 

From the Alerts Details

page



MultiSearch Alerts



MultiSearch Alerts
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Goals for DTIC Online

1. Display number of documents searched

2. DTIC Query Language

3. Field Searching

4. Advanced Search Page

5. Hierarchy Searching

6. Searching PDFs

7. Searching DoDTechipedia  (DTIC Online AC only)

8. Document Ordering (DTIC Online AC only)

9. Full-text links (DTIC Online AC only)

10. Bibliographies (DTIC Online AC only)

11. Saved and Scheduled Searches (DTIC Online AC only)

12. Display Formats (DTIC Online AC only)

13. Sorting

14. Semantic Search

These goals 

are NOT in 

order of 

priority or 

deployment.



Display Number of 

Documents Searched

• On the search results screen, view  

the total number of records searched 

in addition to the number found.

• On the search results screen, see the 

total number of documents in each 

collection and how many were found 

in each collection.



Display Number of 

Documents Searched



DTIC Query Language (DQL)

DTIC Query Language is a search 

language DTIC developed to:

• Be more user friendly than the FAST query 

language

• Be more user friendly than the STINET query 

language

• Provide the functionality of the STINET 

searching language

• Ease users’ transition to any new search engine



Verity vs. FAST vs. DQL

STINET (Verity) Search Language
(cats <and> dogs) <in> ti <and> rd >= 01 oct 2004

DTIC Online (FAST) Search Language
and(and (xml:element:and(@name:"TI", 

value:(string("cats", mode="simpleall", 

annotation_class="user")and string("dogs", 

mode="simpleall", annotation_class="user")))), 

filter(and("meta.collection":or(tr), 

docdatetime:range(2004-10-01, max, from="GE"))))

DTIC Online (DQL) Search Language
title:(cats and dogs) and docdatetime >= 01 oct 2004



DTIC Query Language (DQL)

Operators: and, or, not, near#

Relational Operators: =, <, >, <=, >=

Phrases: use double quotes

Nesting: use parentheses

Truncation: * (multiple characters), ? (single character)

Lemmatization/Stemming: automatically searches for 

singulars and plurals (will later include other suffixes)

Case and Punctuation: ignored

Field Searching: field mnemonic with colon (i.e., ti: 

tanks)



Field Searching

• Instead of (tanks <in> ti), the syntax in DTIC Online 

is (ti: tanks)

• Field searching will be available across all collections

• Field mnemonics will be consistent across 

collections

• Some mnemonics will be different than in STINET

• Some mnemonics will be changing from what they 

are TODAY in DTIC Online (E.g., RD instead of 

docdatetime)

• Fewer fields will be available than in STINET



Advanced Search Page

• Use one search page for all collections.

• Select search fields from a dropdown box, depending 

on the collections.

• Add search boxes.

• Select search terms from a list, depending on the field.

• Open or expand a large search box.

• Use mnemonics in the large search box. 

• Available search fields and display options change as 

you select/deselect collections.

• Collapse / expand areas of the page.



Advanced Search Page



Advanced Search Page



Hierarchy Searching

• From a DTIC Thesaurus record, insert the descriptor into 

the DTIC Online Advanced Search page.

• From a Corporate Source record, insert the descriptor into 

the DTIC Online Advanced Search page.

• Select the option to search just the descriptor, an “exact” 

descriptor, or a descriptor hierarchy on the Advanced 

search screen (for TR, RS, IRD).

• Select the option to search just the source code or a source 

code hierarchy on the Advanced search screen (for TR, RS, 

IRD).

• Search descriptor hierarchy or source code hierarchy using 

the advanced search language.



Hierarchy Searching



Searching PDFs

• Search the full text of at least the most recent years of 

Technical Reports, TEMS, IR&D.  

• Search the full text of all years of TR, TEMS, IR&D.

• Search only the full text, search only the citations, or 

search citations and full text (default).

• Limit a search to only those records that link to full text.



Searching DoDTechipedia

• Search DoDTechipedia as a collection in 

DTIC Online AC.

• Collection is updated daily.

• Include DoDTechipedia in scheduled 

searches.

• Include DoDTechipedia “citations” in 

bibliographies.



Document Ordering

• Put Technical Reports in Shopping Cart. 

• Access the cart in DTIC Online AC, 

instead of going to Private STINET.

• Save items for later, change quantity and 

format, recalculate the total, submit the 

order.

• View your receipts.



Document Ordering



Document Ordering



Document Ordering



Full-Text Links

• Right-click on a PDF link, select “Save Target as” 

and save the PDF.

• Copy a PDF link, on the search results or citation 

page, and share the link with someone. 

Current TR PDF link in DTIC Online AC:

javascript:getPdf('/DTICSearch/cv?collection=TR&resultCollection=tr&id=

ADA493351&jsoncallback=?', 'pdfLink44')

Current TR PDF link in Private STINET:

https://dtic-stinet.dtic.mil/stinet/GetDataService?reqType=trPdf&docId 

=A513378&Location=U2&doc=GetTRDoc.pdf



Full Text Links



Bibliographies

• Build bibliographies by selecting individual or multiple 

records from one or more searches.

• Update bibliographies by removing or adding records.

• Delete bibliographies.

• Set the citation format and sort order when the 

bibliography is exported.

• Select a file format at export time (html, pdf, xls, xml).

• Disassociate bibliographies from saved searches.

• Eventually, include records from ANY collection in a 

bibliography.

• Note: You will not be able to access your STINET or 

TEMS bibliographies in DTIC Online after the merge.







Saved and Scheduled 

Searches

• Save the search’s strategy and sort/display options.

• Rerun, modify, or delete the search. 

• Schedule the search to: 

• Automatically run biweekly, monthly, quarterly

• Find only new records added to DTIC Online AC

• Email the results to you, with links back to the full records

• Unschedule the search.

• Note: You will not be able to access your STINET or 

TEMS saved searches in DTIC Online after the merge.



Save and 

Schedule Searches



Display Formats

• On the Advanced search page and on the 

Bibliographies page, select basic display 

formats for at least TR, RS, and IRD citations.

• On the Advanced search page and on the 

Bibliographies page, create a custom display 

format for at least TR, RS, and IRD citations.





Sorting

• On the Advanced search page and on the 

Bibliographies page, select from a variety of 

fields for sorting, depending on the 

collections included in the search.

E.g., If all collections are selected,

Sort by Relevance, Title, or Report date 

E.g., If only Technical Reports collection is selected,

Sort by Relevance, Title, Accession number, Report 

Date, Creation Date, Personal Author, Corporate Author, 

Source Code



Semantic Search

Semantic search uses processes based on the 

meaning of language to disambiguate natural 

language queries and electronic document content 

with the goal of generating more relevant search 

results. 

E.g., In traditional word-based searches, the term 

“tank” will pull documents on fuel tanks, battle 

tanks, and think tanks. Semantic search 

capabilities are able to distinguish which “tank” the 

user means from additional evidence in the query 

and return results that match that meaning.
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Points of Contact

Ms. Phyllis Levine
DTIC

plevine@dtic.mil

703-767-8208  DSN 427-8208

Mr. Andrew Pedrick
DTIC

apedrick@dtic.mil

703-767-8219  DSN 427-8208

Mr. Tim McCleerey
DTIC

tmccleer@dtic.mil

703-767-8274 x 8232

mailto:plevine@dtic.mil
mailto:apedrick@dtic.mil
mailto:tmccleer@dtic.mil


Disclaimer of Endorsement

Reference herein to any specific commercial 

products, process, or service by trade name, 

trademark, manufacturer, or otherwise, does not 

necessarily constitute or imply its endorsement, 

recommendation, or favoring by the United States 

Government.  The views and opinions of authors 

expressed herein do not necessarily state or 

reflect those of the United States Government, 

and shall not be used for advertising or product 

endorsement purposes. 


