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Military Reference ABC

The Secret

Techniques you’d use for any reference 

query can work in an area not familiar 

to you.



Military Reference ABC

A.  REFERENCE INTERVIEW

Clarify the question and any requirements 
or limitations

 Is this a DOD interest, service specific or 
subject specific?

 Is this current information or specific time 
frame in past?

 Ask for terms, organizations, any information 

your patron may have



Military Reference ABC

B.  RESEARCH
TOPIC AND TERMINOLOGY 

 Defense specific terminology – separation 
rates, stop-loss or involuntary extension

 Unknown Acronyms – FAR (Federal 
Acquisition Regulation; Federal Aviation 
Regulation)

 Start with DOD dictionary and official 
sources, then wikis, websites, portals

http://www.dtic.mil/doctrine/jel/doddict/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stop-loss_policy
http://www.defenselink.mil/


Military Reference ABC

B.  RESEARCH 

FINDING RESOURCES

Organizations- who would care or gather

information/statistics ?

 US Government Manual, Defenselink, 

organization website 

 Commercial sources for org charts & 

directories 

 May need to drill down within organization



Military Reference ABC

B.  RESEARCH

FINDING RESOURCES

Think of who reports on the topic

 May be an organization like a think 
tank, association, advocacy group

 GAO, CRS, inspector general or audit 
agency for controversial topics

 Dissertations



Military Reference ABC

B.  RESEARCH

FINDING RESOURCES

Think of who reports on the topic

 Is this topic likely to be in open    

sources or restricted in some way?



Military Reference ABC

B.  RESEARCH

FINDING RESOURCES

 Specialized databases – DOD and 
commercial, open source or restricted

 Special libraries or collections – DOD, 
think tanks, universities



Military Reference ABC

B.  RESEARCH

FINDING RESOURCES

 Search by .mil domain for more focused 
results

 Search by .gov domain

 Site map and site search within sites



Military Reference ABC

B.  RESEARCH

FINDING RESOURCES

 RSS feeds – Blog feed, MyiGoogle

 Social Networking sites

 Virtual reality – Second Life

 Podcasts 

http://wiki.secondlife.com/wiki/Military_Lands


Military Reference ABC

C.  REALLY STUCK?

 Network the question

 Join Military Libraries Division and 

post to list.
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http://merln.ndu.edu/

http://merln.ndu.edu/






http://www.nps.edu/Library/

http://www.nps.edu/Library/




http://www.defense.gov/


http://www.defense.gov/pubs/


XX

https://www.afresearch.org/skins/RIMS/home.aspx


http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/search/tr/str/guided-tr.html


http://multisearch.dtic.mil/dtic/search.html


http://www.cgsc.edu/carl/contentdm/home.htm


https://dag.dau.mil/Pages/Default.aspx


https://dap.dau.mil/aphome/das/Lists/ATL Websites/AllItems.aspx?group=All


Air University Research Information 
Management System

Air War College Military-Quick Portal

NATO Science, Technology and Research 
Network (STARNET)

NDU Press Digital Archive

NRL Technical Reports

https://www.afresearch.org/skins/rims/home.aspx?
https://www.afresearch.org/skins/rims/home.aspx?
http://www.au.af.mil/au/awc/awcgate/awc-port.htm
http://www.au.af.mil/au/awc/awcgate/awc-port.htm
http://www.au.af.mil/au/awc/awcgate/awc-port.htm
http://starnet.rta.nato.int/
http://starnet.rta.nato.int/
https://digitalndulibrary.ndu.edu/cdm4/search_ndupress.php
http://torpedo.nrl.navy.mil/tu/ps/


http://www.strategicstudiesinstitute.army.mil/


http://www.ctc.usma.edu/


http://cpc.au.af.mil/


DTIC Online

Air University Research

Army War College

Army Command & General Staff College

Marine Corps University

National Defense University Student Papers 

Naval Postgraduate School Theses etc.

http://www.dtic.mil/
http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/search/tr/str/guided-tr.html
https://www.afresearch.org/skins/RIMS/home.aspx
http://usawc.sirsi.net/
http://www.cgsc.edu/carl/contentdm/home.htm
http://65.114.145.226/
https://digitalndulibrary.ndu.edu/cdm4/search_ndusp.php
http://edocs.nps.edu/npspubs/scholarly/
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.carlisle.army.mil/usawc/dmspo/Sponsorships/JimThorpeSportsDay/AY10Site/USArmyWarCollege/USAWCCrest.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.carlisle.army.mil/usawc/dmspo/Sponsorships/JimThorpeSportsDay/AY10Site/USArmyWarCollege/USArmyWarCollegePage.htm&usg=__5XjGwMHzaMa7brx_dS3LdSSzXro=&h=517&w=400&sz=62&hl=en&start=11&sig2=FSaZggr_geq142fGJdbtSA&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=E7Iow3Kq-k-ylM:&tbnh=131&tbnw=101&prev=/images?q=army+war+college+logo+site:.mil&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&rlz=1T4DKUS_enUS308US308&ndsp=21&imgtbs=s&tbs=isch:1&ei=jJ6MS86WNYjgtQPOufSjAw
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/be/National_Defense_University_emblem.jpg&imgrefurl=http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:National_Defense_University_emblem.jpg&usg=__NIPkF0tEcQOdOe0vqRgLXTjz7NI=&h=309&w=220&sz=73&hl=en&start=2&sig2=enIkiFNVxlPs_aEitFReFQ&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=WqY6HsUvlN0wWM:&tbnh=117&tbnw=83&prev=/images?q=national+defense+university+logo&um=1&hl=en&rlz=1T4DKUS_enUS308US308&imgtbs=s&tbs=isch:1&ei=vJ-MS6OmG4GgsgOS89GeAw


http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/aulimp/search.html


http://www.airpower.maxwell.af.mil/airchronicles/apje.html
http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/Army_Lawyer.html
http://www.ctc.usma.edu/sentinel/
http://www.afspc.af.mil/library/highfrontierjournal.asp
http://www.ndu.edu/inss/Press/NDUPress_JFQ_List.htm
http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/Military-Law-Review-home.html
http://usacac.army.mil/CAC2/MilitaryReview/
http://www.au.af.mil/au/ssq/
http://www.dau.mil/pubscats/Pages/ARJ.aspx
http://www.carlisle.army.mil/usawc/Parameters/
http://www.usnwc.edu/Publications/Naval-War-College-Review.aspx


http://www.au.af.mil/au/aul/bib97.htm


http://www.dodig.mil/PUBS/index.html


http://www.sigar.mil/reports/Default.aspx


http://www.gao.gov/docsearch/featured/index.html


http://www.nps.edu/Library/Research Tools/Subject Guides by Topic/Military Resources/Defense Budget Information/DefenseBudgetInformation.html


The “Green Book”

http://comptroller.defense.gov/defbudget/fy2010/Green_Book_Final.pdf


http://www.ahco.army.mil/site/index.jsp


http://www.afhra.af.mil/


http://www.history.navy.mil/nhc3.htm


http://digital-library.usma.edu/collections/categorylist.asp


http://www.history.army.mil/


http://www.history.navy.mil/branches/org11-2.htm


http://www.history.army.mil/artphoto.html


http://www.defenseimagery.mil/index.html


http://www.dvidshub.net/index.php?script=


Joint Publications
Current

Archived [NPS]

National Security Strategies [NDU Library]

Posture Statements [AWC Library]

Strategic Defense Review Publications (QDR etc)

http://www.dtic.mil/doctrine/new_pubs/jointpub.htm
http://edocs.nps.edu/dodpubs/topic/jointpubs/
http://merln.ndu.edu/index.cfm?secID=116&pageID=3&type=section
http://www.carlisle.army.mil/library/posture_statement.htm
http://www.defense.gov/DefenseReviews/


DOD Personnel Statistics

DOD Procurement Statistics

Military Compensation/Pay

Military Homefront [various]

OIF and OEF Statistics

Statistical Abstract of the United States

http://siadapp.dmdc.osd.mil/personnel/MMIDHOME.HTM
http://siadapp.dmdc.osd.mil/procurement/Procurement.html
http://militarypay.defense.gov/
http://www.militaryhomefront.dod.mil/portal/page/mhf/MHF/MHF_DETAIL_0?current_id=20.20.60.70.0.0.0.0.0
http://icasualties.org/
http://www.census.gov/compendia/statab/


DTIC controlled access sites 
DOD Research & Engineering Portal

DOD Techipedia

Open Source Center

Intelink-U

Homeland Security Information Network (HSIN)

Homeland Security Digital Library (HSDL)

Service Portals
Air Force Portal AKO/DKO

MarineNet NKO

http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/registration/
https://www.opensource.gov/
http://ra.intelink.gov/
http://ra.intelink.gov/
http://ra.intelink.gov/
https://hsin-intel.dhs.gov/
https://auth.hsin.gov/auth/UI/Login?service=ADAuth2&goto=https://cs.hsin.gov:443/
https://www.hsdl.org/
https://www.my.af.mil/
http://www.us.army.mil/
https://www.marinenet.usmc.mil/portal
https://wwwa.nko.navy.mil/portal/home/


Lessons Learned Information Sharing (LLIS)

Joint Doctrine, Education, and Training 
Electronic Information System (JDEIS)

Multi-Service Pubs (JEL)

DENIX Portal

Joint Manpower Information System (JMIS)

Lessons Learned Sites

NORAD/NORTHCOM

RMF Portal [military map ordering]

https://www.llis.dhs.gov/
https://jdeis.js.mil/jdeis/index.jsp
https://jdeis.js.mil/jdeis/index.jsp
http://www.alsa.mil/
http://www.alsa.mil/
http://www.alsa.mil/
https://www.denix.osd.mil/
https://www.dmdc.osd.mil/appj/jmis/
http://usacac.army.mil/cac2/call/ll-links.asp
https://registration.noradnorthcom.mil/gateway/
https://dadms.dscr.dla.mil/html/dadms/rmf_front_page.html


http://www.dod.gov/pubs/foi/rdroom.html


http://governmentattic.org/


http://www.google.com/unclesam
http://www.usa.gov/


http://catalog.gpo.gov/F/15M8C6DKHAA713RISMR8YE1FCNJ2M2FC78R51DX14B6E3IF79A-06268?func=find-d-0&local_base=GPO01PUB&clear_level=2


http://usacac.army.mil/cac2/call/mil-search.asp


http://www.militaryperiscope.com/index.html
http://www.proquest.com/en-US/
http://www.cq.com/home.do
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www5.oclc.org/downloads/design/abstracts/02052007/worldcat_textbelow_100.gif&imgrefurl=http://www5.oclc.org/downloads/design/abstracts/02052007/worldcatorg.htm&usg=__T9ENmwWRSjHg_ac5IoMZX3UWDBg=&h=115&w=97&sz=2&hl=en&start=1&sig2=kZ0tPfBKsUIV2XfAZgCsQg&tbnid=9I7QxRNwPMIK-M:&tbnh=87&tbnw=73&prev=/images?q=worldcat&gbv=2&hl=en&ei=QKQtSsejJ9SVlAfG3-XnCQ
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.lse.ac.uk/Depts/global/images/SIPRIcover.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.lse.ac.uk/Depts/global/4events2.htm&usg=__trcRYueBsjFhBZ3JIWg8NJ8T1lw=&h=500&w=328&sz=28&hl=en&start=85&sig2=DA0dBYXxxJdwYUTUzdyw9A&tbnid=kW2Wp_enPRbMeM:&tbnh=130&tbnw=85&prev=/images?q=sipri&gbv=2&ndsp=20&hl=en&sa=N&start=80&ei=q6QtSpqyGcrMlQfdk4zkCQ
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/514K+oa9mbL._SL500_AA240_.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.amazon.com/Military-Balance-2008-James-Hackett/dp/1857434617&usg=__u02hUYWRH-LEOPXN3YKcLUc0nm8=&h=240&w=240&sz=12&hl=en&start=1&sig2=GVzyEw-ATpjNvsnb4zGHSQ&tbnid=SnimS68liiTIMM:&tbnh=110&tbnw=110&prev=/images?q=Military+Balance&gbv=2&hl=en&ei=y6QtSvaPBdiDlAfMntDrCQ
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.acla.com.au/Portals/0/New LexisNexis.JPG&imgrefurl=http://www.acla.com.au/NationalConference/tabid/79/Default.aspx&usg=__fP14iaoQBq6jGbffFQ3unU9wW2M=&h=467&w=1600&sz=105&hl=en&start=2&sig2=a7D8Owk0cCRrP_i9pi3Aiw&tbnid=-GIuwrn71nO4KM:&tbnh=44&tbnw=150&prev=/images?q=lexis+nexis&gbv=2&hl=en&ei=4qQtSs-6CaLUlQfN4LnnCQ
http://www.eiu.com/


http://www.fas.org/man/index.html


http://www.rand.org/research_areas/


http://www.nap.edu/




http://www.fas.org/sgp/news/secrecy/


http://www.archive.org/


http://sla-divisions.typepad.com/sla_military_libraries_bl/


http://socialmedia.defense.gov/


http://www.navy.mil/media/smd.asp


http://armylive.dodlive.mil/

http://armylive.dodlive.mil/


http://science.dodlive.mil/
http://science.dodlive.mil/






PDF Handout
http://sladmil.cimes.fsu.edu/files/SLAMLDPanel.pdf

DMIL Blog Version
http://sla-divisions.typepad.com/sla_military_libraries_bl/

Military Information [NPS]
http://www.nps.edu/Library/Research%20Tools/Subject%2
0Guides%20by%20Topic/index.html

ABCs of Military Resources

http://sladmil.cimes.fsu.edu/files/SLAMLDPanel.pdf
http://sla-divisions.typepad.com/sla_military_libraries_bl/
http://sla-divisions.typepad.com/sla_military_libraries_bl/
http://sla-divisions.typepad.com/sla_military_libraries_bl/
http://www.nps.edu/Library/Research Tools/Subject Guides by Topic/index.html
http://www.nps.edu/Library/Research Tools/Subject Guides by Topic/index.html




Points of Contact

Ms. Lily McGovern

National Defense University

202-685-3672

mcgovernl@ndu.edu

Ms. Greta E. Marlatt

Naval Postgraduate School

831-656-3500

gmarlatt@nps.edu gmarlatt@nps.navy.mil

http://gretaslinks.blogspot.com

mailto:mcgovernl@ndu.edu
mailto:gmarlatt@nps.edu
mailto:gmarlatt@nps.navy.mil
http://gretaslinks.blogspot.com/
http://gretaslinks.blogspot.com/


Points of Contact

Ms. Christine E. Barratt

COCOM Support Team, User Services, DTIC

703-767-7057 DSN 427

cbarratt@dtic.mil



Disclaimer of Endorsement

Reference herein to any specific commercial 
products, process, or service by trade name, 
trademark, manufacturer, or otherwise, does 
not necessarily constitute or imply its 
endorsement, recommendation, or favoring 
by the United States Government.  The views 
and opinions of authors expressed herein do 
not necessarily state or reflect those of the 
United States Government, and shall not be 
used for advertising or product endorsement 
purposes. 


