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1945 Air Documents Research Center (ADRC) established in London to process captured
World War II documents

1951  The Armed Services Technical Information Agency (ASTIA) became operational with
document collection at its core

1963  Defense Documentation Center (DDC) created under the administrative control of
the Defense Supply Agency/Defense Logistics Agency

1979 Name changed to the Defense Technical Information Center (DTIC) and mission expanded

1980  DoD Information Analysis Center (IAC) Program added to DTIC mission

1991  DTIC moved to the Office of the Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition) 
Mission expanded to fill the information needs of the broader acquisition community

1997  Defense Reform Initiative transferred oversight of DTIC to Defense Information Systems 
Agency (DISA)

2004 DTIC established as a DoD Field Activity, headed by a 3-star equivalent, reporting to Director, 
Defense Research & Engineering (DDR&E)
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65 Years of Change

A short walk 
down DTIC’s 

memory lane…



Col. H. M. McCoy - head of Air Documents 
Research Center 1945-1948



Wright Field, Ohio 1945-1958



The reasons for having a DoD 
Scientific and Technical 
Information Program (STIP) are 
the same today as those stated in 
Secretary of Defense 
Memorandum and Directives, 
May 14, 1951, signed by George 
C. Marshall, Secretary of Defense 
and establishing ASTIA:

"The end product of all 
Department of Defense 
sponsored research and 
development -- i.e., the recorded 
conclusions -- costing vast sums 
of money and irreplaceable 
scientific effort, must be 
assembled, organized, preserved, 
and made available for future 
reference by those concerned 
with exploring and guarding the 
scientific frontiers of the Nation."



Arlington Hall Station (VA)
Armed Services Technical Information 

Agency 1958-1963



Cameron Station (VA)
Defense Documentation Center 1963-1979
Defense Technical Information Center 1979-1995



Andrew T. McNamara

The Defense Technical Information Center

HEADQUARTERS COMPLEX
Home of

Information for the Defense Community

1995-present



June 4, 2004

The Defense Technical 
Information Center 

is formally established as a 
DoD Field Activity







June 8, 2005

Raising the DTIC flag at the entrance 
to the McNamara Headquarters 

Complex, Ft. Belvoir, VA

Getting our Name Listed at the 
Entrance



June 8, 2005



June 8, 2005



June 8, 2005



Yes, paper…



In the early years, stacks of documents were reviewed 
for selection, then entered into the collection



• DTIC has been a leading edge 
organization in the information 
revolution

• In the late 60s, one of 3 
bibliographic databases available:
–DIALOG
–NASA
–DTIC

DTIC at the Forefront



Defense RDT&E Online 
System (DROLS) 

• DROLS - Defense Research, Development, 
Test & Evaluation (RDT&E) Online System 

• DTIC’s first online system 
• Provided direct access to DTIC databases
• Easy to use - DROLS Graphical User Interface 
• Web Enabled DROLS (WED) evolved from 

DROLS in the early 2000s



The leap to electronic 



DTIC Begins…

• 1979 - Defense Documentation 
Center renamed Defense Technical 
Information Center 

• Customer base began evolving 
• DTIC User Council created 
• CENDI established



DTIC Begins…

• IACs came under DTIC umbrella 
• Saw an expansion into multimedia 

products during the 80s
• DTIC Gateway developed
• Management of Manpower & 

Training Research Information 
System (MATRIS)



http://iac.dtic.mil

IAC Domain Host
AMMTIAC Advanced Materials, Manufacturing & Testing Alion Science & Technology

CBRNIAC Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear 

Defense Battelle

CPIAC Chemical Propulsion Johns Hopkins University

DACS Data and Analysis Center for Software ITT

IATAC Information Assurance Booz Allen Hamilton

MSIAC Modeling & Simulation Alion Science & Technology

RIAC Reliability Wyle Labs

SENSIAC Sensor Technology Georgia Tech Research Inst

SURVIAC Survivability/Vulnerability Booz Allen Hamilton

WSTIAC Weapons Systems Technology Alion Science & Technology

IACs - Hosted by Industry 
and Academia



That was then…



World Wide Web and 
Beyond…

We recognized the power 
of the Web

in the 1990s



DTIC Web services to DoD – 1994

First DoD Web site DefenseLINK



1994-1998



1998-2002



2002-2007



2007-
2008



DTIC Online (public)

2008-present



Annual Recognition of 10 Government Organizations
for state-of-the-art systems

1998

1997

1995

Recognition for 
Innovation in the 1990s

3 Hammer Awards 2 Fed 100 Awardees



Web 2.0 and Social 
Media

Our journey from DoD’s 
DefenseLink to Wikis



DoDTechipedia: DoD S&T
Wiki for Collaboration

35



Continuing to Move 
Forward

• New Web 2.0 endeavors: 
– Twitter 
– Facebook

• Utilizing Defense Connect Online at this 
conference

• Aristotle



Aristotle Today
Aristotle: Social Networking Tool 
Designed for Scientists and Engineers







Institutional Memory 
Project

• We want to capture information from 
our 65 years 

• Initially, an internal DTIC project
• But will be looking to customers for 

input & support



ADA303533



Let’s Talk About the 
Now

It has been a very busy year since 
we met here last April



DTIC Online Access 
Controlled

We stood up  
DTIC Online Access Controlled 

• Provides integrated resources for 
DTIC registered users with 
(among other features) personal 
customization of home page 





October 2009



DoDTechipedia

• 10 DoDTechipedia Webinars offered past year
• Online training provides more insight on 

navigating features  
• Monthly newsletter and Webinar slides available 

on site’s welcome page 
• “Armed with Science” interview on blogtalkradio  

encouraging users to add DoDTechipedia to their 
arsenal of tools: http://science.dodlive.mil/2010/01/

• DoDTechipedia Suite of Services won the 
Government Computer News Award in 2009 

http://science.dodlive.mil/2010/01/�


Easier Registration

• A number of changes since 2009
• Moving forward on CAC-enabled 

registration
• Receiving positive feedback from 

our customers



Outreach to New 
Communities

• October 2007 & November 2009 
DTIC hosted COCOM workshops
– 2009 and early 2010 - research on 

Science and Technology Integrated 
Priorities List (STIPLs)

• 2008 – geared to PEO audience

• 2010 plans…



Cyber Security

• A growing concern
• DTIC pays close attention to this 

threat
• We err on the side of caution



Personally Identifiable 
Information (PII)

• Important to DTIC 
• Concern that PII appears in older 

documents in our collection



Reaching out to iSchools

• DTIC looking for more direct relationship with graduate 
schools of library & information science/iSchools

• Graduate students in this field are a key resource as future 
staffers at DTIC and the federal government

• More than 10% of current DTIC staff are graduates of the 
nation's information schools - significant portion of our 
workforce 

• Ongoing discussions with representative of Drexel 
University Library about interaction between DTIC and 
library schools in general and Drexel specifically

• Of interest to DTIC – look at more collaboration in areas 
taught at these graduate schools - U.S. government & 
international documents, information policy



2010 Student Paper 
Competition Winners

• "Information Needs and Behaviors - NASA Science 
Program Executives," by Ms. Shannon Lantzy, 
University of Maryland, College of Library and 
Information Studies

• "Intelligence After Intellipedia:  Improving the Push 
Pull Balance With a Social Networking Utility," by Mr. 
Jeremy Hutchins and Ms. Ariane Ben Eli, Pratt 
Institute, School of Information and Library Science

• "Being There is Only the Beginning:  Toward More 
Effective Web 2.0 Use in Academic Libraries," by Ms. 
Hanna C. Bachrach, Pratt Institute, School of 
Information and Library Science. 



Proud of our Staff 
Members Who Serve

We are proud of DTIC staff who have been 
deployed overseas

• 1 staff member just back from Afghanistan 
• 1 staff member returned last fall from 

deployment in Afghanistan 
• 1 staff member served in Iraq and has been 

home almost a year 
• One of our civilian employees volunteered for 

a one year assignment in Iraq and returned 
June 2009



Summary

• Increase our outreach to labs, military schools, 
military personnel, contracting community, etc.

• Put more strength behind DoD policies requiring 
input to DTIC

• Continue to expand Web 2.0 technologies to 
meet the expectations of younger users to 
include virtual worlds, cloud computing, open 
source software, virtualization, etc.

• Greater digitization efforts for non-electronic 
records.

• Expand availability of STI data sets
• Greater use of Web Services and structured 

XML for data gathering



DTIC Contact Information

R. Paul Ryan
Administrator

DTIC
ryan@dtic.mil

mailto:ryan@dtic.mil�


Disclaimer of Endorsement

Reference herein to any specific commercial 
products, process, or service by trade name, 
trademark, manufacturer, or otherwise, does not 
necessarily constitute or imply its endorsement, 
recommendation, or favoring by the United States 
Government.  The views and opinions of authors 
expressed herein do not necessarily state or 
reflect those of the United States Government, 
and shall not be used for advertising or product 
endorsement purposes. 
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