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Table 1237. Personal Participation in Various Arts or Creative Activities: 2008
[In percent, except as indicated (224.8 represents 224,800,000). For persons 18 years old and over. Represents participation 
at least once in the prior 12 months]

Item
Adult 

population 
(millions)

Classical 
music 1

Paint- 
ing 2 Pottery Sewing 3

Photo-
graphy

Creative 
writing

Pur-
chased 

art 4
Choir/

chorale
    Total. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  224.8 3.1 9.0 6.0 13.1 14.7 6.9 28.7 5.2
Sex: Male. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                108.5 3.0 7.1 4.5 2.3 13.3 6.2 29.6 3.9
  Female. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 116.3 3.2 10.7 7.4 23.2 16.1 7.5 27.9 6.3
Race and ethnicity:
  White alone. . . . . . . . . . . .             154.5 3.5 9.4 6.9 15.5 16.1 7.0 29.6 4.9
  African American alone. . .    25.6 2.0 6.8 3.5 7.6 10.0 7.5 20.1 10.3
  Other alone. . . . . . . . . . . .             14.3 4.7 11.9 6.1 10.2 16.2 8.2 16.5 5.5
  Hispanic. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                30.4 1.1 7.4 3.6 7.1 10.9 5.3 30.6 2.2
Age: 18 to 24 years old. . . .     28.9 5.9 14.7 6.4 9.0 17.8 11.3 37.2 6.1
  25 to 34 years old . . . . . . .        39.9 3.7 11.3 6.1 10.0 16.1 9.7 38.8 3.8
  35 to 44 years old . . . . . . .        41.8 3.0 9.9 7.5 11.4 18.6 6.2 27.1 4.3
  45 to 54 years old . . . . . . .        43.9 2.5 7.4 7.0 15.4 14.6 6.4 28.0 6.8
  55 to 64 years old . . . . . . .        33.3 2.4 6.8 5.4 15.7 13.0 4.4 25.6 5.3
  65 to 74 years old . . . . . . .        19.9 1.8 5.0 4.1 17.7 10.4 5.2 28.7 6.2
  75 years old and older. . . .     17.1 1.4 4.4 2.1 15.4 5.5 3.1 14.2 3.6

1 Of those who reported playing a musical instrument in the last 12 months. 2 Includes painting, drawing, sculpture, and
printmaking. 3 Includes weaving, crocheting, quilting, needlepoint, and sewing. 4 Of those who reported owning original art.

Source: U.S. National Endowment for the Arts, “2008 Survey of Public Participation in the Arts,” <http://www.nea.gov/pub/>.

Table 1236. Total State Arts Agency Legislative Appropriations: 2010 to 2011
[In thousands of dollars (293,188 represents 293,188,000). For fiscal year ending September 30. The National Assembly of 
State Arts Agencies (NASAA) is the membership organization of the nations’ state and jurisdictional arts agencies. Legislative 
appropriations include funds designated to the state arts agency by state legislatures. These include line items, which are not 
controlled by the agency but passed through to designated entities. State arts agencies also receive monies from other sources 
including other state funds, the federal government (primarily the National Endowment for the Arts), private funds, and legislative 
earmarks. Minus sign (–) indicates decrease in spending]

State

Legislative 
appropriations 

including line items

Percent 
change, 
2010 to 

2011

State

Legislative 
appropriations 

including line items

Percent 
change, 
2010 to 

2011

State

Legislative 
appropriations 

including line items

Percent 
change, 
2010 to 

20112010 2011 2010 2011 2010 2011

   U.S. 1. .  293,188 272,045 –7.2 KY. . . . .      3,186 3,070 –3.7 OH. . . . .      6,594 6,594 –
AL . . . . .      4,626 4,626 – LA . . . . .      5,579 3,925 –29.7 OK. . . . .      4,764 4,407 –7.5
AK. . . . .      684 693 1.2 ME. . . . .      695 654 –5.8 OR. . . . .      2,088 1,917 –8.2
AZ. . . . .      823 666 –19.1 MD. . . . .      13,312 13,267 –0.3 PA . . . . .      11,992 8,400 –30.0
AR. . . . .      1,657 2,098 26.6 MA. . . . .      9,693 9,099 –6.1 RI. . . . . .       2,352 2,103 –10.6
CA. . . . .      4,123 4,312 4.6 MI. . . . . .       1,417 1,417 – SC. . . . .      2,454 2,051 –16.4
CO. . . . .      1,200 1,122 –6.5 MN. . . . .      30,015 29,990 –0.1 SD. . . . .      526 669 27.0
CT. . . . .      6,262 6,112 –2.4 MS. . . . .      1,727 1,682 –2.6 TN. . . . .      8,383 8,106 –3.3
DE. . . . .      1,740 1,683 –3.3 MO. . . . .      10,427 7,612 –27.0 TX. . . . .      7,033 6,075 –13.6
DC. . . . .      5,849 5,126 –12.4 MT. . . . .      466 440 –5.4 UT. . . . .      2,911 2,815 –3.3
FL . . . . .      5,218 6,357 21.8 NE. . . . .      1,489 1,433 –3.7 VT. . . . .      508 508 –
GA. . . . .      2,320 791 –65.9 NV. . . . .      1,094 1,106 1.2 VA . . . . .      4,421 3,795 –14.2
HI. . . . . .       6,160 5,080 –17.5 NH. . . . .      515 462 –10.3 WA. . . . .      1,844 1,347 –27.0
ID. . . . . .       788 716 –9.1 NJ . . . . .      17,075 20,699 21.2 WV. . . . .      2,501 2,488 –0.5
IL. . . . . .       7,577 9,472 25.0 NM. . . . .      1,958 1,779 –9.1 WI . . . . .      2,418 2,418 –
IN. . . . . .       3,202 3,202 – NY. . . . .      52,032 41,522 –20.2 WY. . . . .      1,144 1,295 13.3
IA. . . . . .       1,024 1,024 – NC. . . . .      8,678 8,651 –0.3
KS. . . . .      1,138 812 –28.7 ND. . . . .      684 684 –

– Represents zero. 1 Includes U.S. territories.
Source: National Assembly of State Arts Agencies, “Legislative Appropriations Annual Survey,” February 2011, 

<http://www.nasaa-arts.org/>.

Table 1235. Arts and Humanities—Selected Federal Aid Programs: 1990 to 2009
[In millions of dollars (170.8 represents $170,800,000), except as indicated. For fiscal year ending September 30. FY 2009 includes 
funds from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act]

Type of fund and program 1990 1995 2000 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
National Endowment for the Arts:
  Funds available 1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    170.8 152.1 85.2 105.5 108.8 112.8 111.7 129.3 186.8
    Program appropriation 2. . . . . . . . . . . . .              152.3 138.1 79.6 99.3 99.5 100.7 100.3 119.6 178.1
  Grants awarded (number) 3. . . . . . . . . . .            4,252 3,534 1,906 2,150 2,161 2,293 2,158 2,219 3,075
    Funds obligated 4, 5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 157.6 147.9 83.5 102.6 104.4 107.0 106.5 125.5 176.2
National Endowment for the Humanities:
  Funds available 1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    140.6 152.3 102.6 127.1 119.8 121.5 122.3 128.6 134.5
    Program appropriation. . . . . . . . . . . . . .               114.2 125.7 82.7 98.7 99.9 102.2 102.2 105.7 114.7
    Matching funds 6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   26.3 25.7 15.1 15.9 15.9 15.2 15.2 14.3 14.3

1 Includes other program funds not shown separately. Excludes administrative funds. 2 FY 1990–FY 1996 include Regular 
Program Funds, Treasury Funds, Challenge Grant Funds, and Policy, Planning, and Research Funds. FY 1997 includes Regular 
Program Funds, Matching Grant Funds, and Policy, Research and Technology Funds. FY 1998–FY 2000 includes Regular Program 
Funds and Matching Grant Funds. 3 Excludes cooperative agreements and interagency agreements. 4 Includes obligations for 
new grants, supplemental awards on previous years’ grants, cooperative agreements, and interagency agreements. 5 Beginning 
with 1997 data, the grantmaking structure changed from discipline-based categories to thematic ones. 6 Represents federal funds 
obligated only upon receipt or certification by endowment of matching nonfederal gifts. Funds for matching grants are not allocated 
by program area because they are awarded on a grant-by-grant basis.

Source: U.S. National Endowment for the Arts, Annual Report, and U.S. National Endowment for the Humanities,
Annual Report. See also <http://arts.endow.gov/> and <http://www.neh.gov/>.


