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Table 504. National Defense Budget Authority and Outlays for 
Defense Functions: 1990 to 2011
[In billions of dollars (303.3 represents $303,300,000,000). For year ending September 30. Data includes defense budget authority 
and outlays by other departments. Minus sign (–) indicates decrease]

Function 1990 1995 2000 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
2011 

est.

    Total budget authority. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  303.3 266.4 304.0 490.5 505.8 556.3 625.8 696.2 697.8 721.3 739.3

Department of Defense—Military . . . .     293.0 255.7 290.3 470.9 483.8 532.9 603.0 674.7 667.5 695.6 712.7
  Military personnel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                78.9 71.6 73.8 116.1 121.3 128.5 131.8 139.0 149.3 157.1 156.8
  Operation and maintenance . . . . . . .        88.4 93.7 108.7 189.8 179.2 213.5 240.2 256.2 271.6 293.6 294.9
  Procurement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    81.4 43.6 55.0 83.1 96.6 105.4 133.8 165.0 135.4 135.8 134.2
  Research, development, test, 
    and evaluation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  36.5 34.5 38.7 64.6 68.8 72.9 77.5 79.6 80.0 80.2 80.9
  Military construction. . . . . . . . . . . . . .               5.1 5.4 5.1 6.1 7.3 9.5 14.0 22.1 26.8 22.6 17.3
  Family housing. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.1 3.4 3.5 3.8 4.1 4.4 4.0 2.9 3.9 2.3 2.3
  Other. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          –0.4 3.4 5.5 7.4 6.6 –1.3 1.6 9.9 0.6 4.0 26.3
Atomic energy defense activities. . . . .      9.7 10.1 12.4 16.8 17.9 17.4 17.2 16.6 23.0 18.2 19.0
Defense-related activities . . . . . . . . . .           0.7 1.0 1.3 2.8 4.0 5.9 5.7 4.9 7.3 7.4 7.6

    Total outlays. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  299.3 272.1 294.4 455.8 495.3 521.8 551.3 616.1 661.0 693.6 768.2
Department of Defense—Military . . . .     289.8 259.4 281.1 436.4 474.1 499.3 528.5 594.6 636.7 666.7 739.7
  Military personnel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                75.6 70.8 76.0 113.6 127.5 127.5 127.5 138.9 147.3 155.7 157.0
  Operation and maintenance . . . . . . .        88.3 91.0 105.8 174.0 188.1 203.8 216.6 244.8 259.3 276.0 311.9
  Procurement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    81.0 55.0 51.7 76.2 82.3 89.8 99.6 117.4 129.2 133.6 151.9
  Research, development, test, 
    and evaluation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  37.5 34.6 37.6 60.8 65.7 68.6 73.1 75.1 79.0 77.0 80.7
  Military construction. . . . . . . . . . . . . .               5.1 6.8 5.1 6.3 5.3 6.2 7.9 11.6 17.6 21.2 20.9
  Family housing. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.5 3.6 3.4 3.9 3.7 3.7 3.5 3.6 2.7 3.2 3.4
  Other. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          –1.2 –2.4 1.5 1.6 1.5 –0.4 0.2 3.2 1.5 0.1 13.8
Atomic energy activities. . . . . . . . . . . .             9.0 11.8 12.1 16.6 18.0 17.5 17.1 17.1 17.6 19.3 21.2
Defense-related activities . . . . . . . . . .           0.6 0.9 1.2 2.8 3.2 5.1 5.7 4.3 6.8 7.6 7.3

Source: U.S. Office of Management and Budget, “Budget of the United States Government, Historical Tables, Budget Authority 
by Function and Subfunction, Outlay by Function and Subfunction,” annual, <http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/budget>.

Table 503. National Defense Outlays and Veterans’ Benefits: 1960 to 2012
[In billions of dollars (53.6 represents $53,600,000,000), except percent. For fiscal year ending in year shown, see text, Section 8. 
Includes outlays of Department of Defense, Department of Veterans Affairs, and other agencies for activities primarily related to 
national  defense and veterans programs. For explanation of average annual percent change, see Guide to Tabular Presentation. 
Minus sign (–) indicates decrease]

Year

National defense and veterans’ outlays Annual percent change 1 Defense outlays, 
percent of—

Total 
outlays

Defense outlays

Veterans’ 
outlays

Total 
outlays

Defense 
outlays

Veterans’ 
outlays

Federal 
outlays

Gross 
domestic 
product 2

Current 
dollars 

Constant 
(FY2005) 

dollars

1960. . . . . . . . . . 53.6 48.1 369.4 5.4 2.50 2.40 3.10 52.2 9.3
1970. . . . . . . . . . 90.4 81.7 463.9 8.7 0.26 –0.98 13.60 41.8 8.1
1980. . . . . . . . . . 155.2 134.0 330.1 21.2 13.88 15.17 6.30 22.7 4.9
1985. . . . . . . . . . 279.0 252.7 433.1 26.3 10.28 11.14 2.64 26.7 6.1
1990. . . . . . . . . . 328.4 299.3 461.2 29.0 –1.56 –1.39 –3.23 23.9 5.2

1995. . . . . . . . . . 309.9 272.1 375.6 37.9 –2.91 –3.40 0.81 17.9 3.7
1997. . . . . . . . . . 309.8 270.5 354.6 39.3 2.34 1.79 6.30 16.9 3.3
1998. . . . . . . . . . 309.9 268.2 346.1 41.7 0.05 –0.85 6.26 16.2 3.1
1999. . . . . . . . . . 317.9 274.8 347.6 43.2 2.58 2.45 3.39 16.1 3.0
2000. . . . . . . . . . 341.4 294.4 361.3 47.0 7.37 7.13 8.88 16.5 3.0

2001. . . . . . . . . . 349.7 304.7 363.1 45.0 2.45 3.52 –4.29 16.4 3.0
2002. . . . . . . . . . 399.4 348.5 401.7 50.9 14.21 14.35 13.24 17.3 3.3
2003. . . . . . . . . . 461.7 404.7 444.6 57.0 15.61 16.15 11.89 18.7 3.7
2004. . . . . . . . . . 515.6 455.8 480.3 59.7 11.66 12.62 4.85 19.9 3.9
2005. . . . . . . . . . 565.4 495.3 495.3 70.1 9.67 8.66 17.36 20.0 4.0

2006. . . . . . . . . . 591.6 521.8 499.3 69.8 4.64 5.35 –0.44 19.7 3.9
2007. . . . . . . . . . 624.1 551.3 509.2 72.8 5.48 5.64 4.31 20.2 4.0
2008. . . . . . . . . . 700.7 616.1 548.1 84.7 12.28 11.76 16.25 20.7 4.3
2009. . . . . . . . . . 756.5 661.0 588.2 95.4 7.96 7.30 12.73 18.8 4.7
2010. . . . . . . . . . 802.0 693.6 612.3 108.4 6.01 4.92 13.58 20.1 4.8

2011, est.. . . . . .       909.6 768.2 669.5 141.4 13.42 10.76 30.47 20.1 5.1
2012, est.. . . . . .       862.2 737.5 633.2 124.7 –5.21 –3.99 –11.85 19.8 4.7

1 Change from immediate prior year; for 1960, change from 1955. 2 Represents fiscal year GDP; for definition, see text,
Section 13.

Source: U.S. Office of Management and Budget, “Budget of the United States Government, Historical Tables,” annual, 
<http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/budget/>.


