
ADM!NISTRATORS, 

Ill 

Biz0 Website 

1. Puruose. 

website 

website website 

1800 

www.gsa. gov 

GSA Public Buildings Service 

MEMORANDUM FOR ASSISTANT REGIONAL PBS 
REGIONAL REALTY SERVICES OFFICERS 


FROM: 	 SAMUEL J. MORRIS, 

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER 
ESTATE ACQUISITION - PR 

SUBJECT: 	 Posting of Justifications for Other Than Full and Open 
Competitions on the Federal Business Opportunities 
("Fed pps") 

This Realty Services Letter (RSL) establishes policy on the posting of 
justifications for other than full and open competition (OTFO) on the Federal 
Business Opportunities after the award of lease contracts, except for 

information exempt from public disclosure. 


2. Backqround. 

a. 	 The Civilian Agency Acquisition Council and the Defense Acquisition Regulations 
Council (Councils) have agreed on an interim rule to implement Section 844 of 
the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008 "Public Disclosure of 
Justification and Approval Documents for Noncompetitive Contracts" (FY 08 
NDAA). Section 844 of the FY08 NDAA stipulates the requirements regarding 
the public availability of justification and approval documents after the award of 
Federal contracts, except for information exempt from public disclosure. 

b. 	The provisions of Section 844 require the head of an Executive agency to make 
certain justification and approval documents relating to the use of noncompetitive 
procedures in contracting available within 14 days of contract award on the 

of an agency and through a governmentwide selected by the 
Administrator for Federal Procurement Policy. 

c. 	 In the case of noncompetitive contracts awarded on the basis of unusual and 
compelling urgency, the documents must be posted within 30 days of contract 
award. The Competition in Contracting Act (Public Law 98-369) already requires 
that such justification and approval documents be made available for public 
inspection, subject to the exemptions from public disclosures provided in the 
Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552). 
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 3. Effective Date/Expiration Date.  This RSL applies to all leases and supplemental 

lease agreements awarded from an OTFO on or after February 17, 2009.  This RSL 
and instructions are effective immediately and will expire 5 years after the date of 
issuance unless modified, canceled, or reissued earlier. 

 4. Cancellation.  Not applicable. 
 5. Applicability.  This RSL applies to all real property leasing activities. 
 6. Instructions/Procedures.   

a. Except for paragraph b. of this section, GSA lease contracting officers must 
publish Justifications for Other than Full and Open Competition on the Federal 
Business Opportunities (“FedBizOpps”) website (www.fedbizopps.gov) within 14 
days after lease award.  FedBizOpps website’s Frequently Asked Questions 
(FAQs) webpage provides guidance on how to search for documents and upload 
OTFO documents (which are referred to the Fedbizopps website as “Justification 
and Approval” or “J&A”) on the FedBizOpps website. 

b. In the case of lease awards permitted on the basis of unusual and compelling 
urgency, GSA lease contracting officers must publish Justifications for Other than 
Full and Open Competition on the Federal Business Opportunities website 
(www.fedbizopps.gov) within 30 days after lease award.   

c. GSA lease contracting officers, in consultation with the Regional Counsel's 
Office, must screen all justifications for contractor proprietary data and remove all 
such data, references, and citations as are necessary to protect the proprietary 
data in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act, before publication.  In 
addition, GSA lease contracting officers must also be guided by the exemptions 
to disclosure of information contained in the Freedom of Information Act (5 
U.S.C. 552) and the prohibitions against disclosure in determining whether other 
data should be removed. 

d. Finally, since this amendment also requires that Federal agencies make 
available these justifications on their websites and enables them to accomplish 
this by linking their website to the FedBizOpps website, the PBS Office of Real 
Estate Acquisition is working with the Office of the Chief Acquisition Officer to 
provide instructions on GSA’s public website (www.gsa.gov) on how to find these 
justifications.  Further instructions will be forthcoming. 

http://www.fedbizopps.gov/
http://www.gsa.gov/
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PLEASE READ FIRST



INSTRUCTIONS FOR INSERTING TEXT INTO THE RSL TEMPLATE


All instructions for creating this RSL TEMPLATE are in BLUE HIDDEN text.  They will not print unless you specifically tell your printer to print hidden text.


A special "RSL" tool bar was created for this RSL template. It contains two buttons:



INSTRUCTIONS (to show instructions)
CTRL+SHIFT+I



HIDE INSTRUCTIONS (to hide instructions)
CTRL+SHIFT+H


This template includes FORM FIELDS (gray boxes). Think of the FORM FIELDS as variables, which require text. To insert text into a gray box, click on the gray box, and begin typing. Once you type text into a gray box, the FORM FIELD will be removed from the template.


You may not need all the FORM FIELDS provided. If a FORM FIELD is not needed, just highlight that paragraph, and delete it.


If you need additional paragraphs, highlight an existing paragraph, copy it and then paste it where you need it. This will ensure that the proper formatting is used.


Please do not make any formatting changes, such as font, font point size, margin, etc.


If this document is on a Local Area Network (LAN) drive, where everyone has access to common files, it may be a READ ONLY document.  Since you cannot alter a READ ONLY document, save it to your local drive by using the SAVE AS command under the File menu.  Once the document is saved on your local drive, you may make changes.
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MEMORANDUM FOR
ASSISTANT REGIONAL ADMINISTRATORS, PBS


REGIONAL REALTY SERVICES OFFICERS

FROM:
SAMUEL J. MORRIS, III[image: image3.png]


ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR OFFICE OF REAL ESTATE ACQUISITION - PR 

SUBJECT:
Posting of Justifications for Other Than Full and Open Competitions on the Federal Business Opportunities (“FedBizOpps”) Website


1.
Purpose.  This Realty Services Letter (RSL) establishes policy on the posting of justifications for other than full and open competition (OTFO) on the Federal Business Opportunities website after the award of lease contracts, except for information exempt from public disclosure.


2.
Background.

a.
The Civilian Agency Acquisition Council and the Defense Acquisition Regulations Council (Councils) have agreed on an interim rule to implement Section 844 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008 ‘‘Public Disclosure of Justification and Approval Documents for Noncompetitive Contracts’’ (FY 08 NDAA).  Section 844 of the FY08 NDAA stipulates the requirements regarding the public availability of justification and approval documents after the award of Federal contracts, except for information exempt from public disclosure.

b.
The provisions of Section 844 require the head of an Executive agency to make certain justification and approval documents relating to the use of noncompetitive procedures in contracting available within 14 days of contract award on the website of an agency and through a governmentwide website selected by the Administrator for Federal Procurement Policy. 

c.
In the case of noncompetitive contracts awarded on the basis of unusual and compelling urgency, the documents must be posted within 30 days of contract award.  The Competition in Contracting Act (Public Law 98–369) already requires that such justification and approval documents be made available for public inspection, subject to the exemptions from public disclosures provided in the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552).


3.
Effective Date/Expiration Date.  This RSL applies to all leases and supplemental lease agreements awarded from an OTFO on or after February 17, 2009.  This RSL and instructions are effective immediately and will expire 5 years after the date of issuance unless modified, canceled, or reissued earlier.


4.
Cancellation.  Not applicable.


5.
Applicability.  This RSL applies to all real property leasing activities.


6.
Instructions/Procedures.  


a.
Except for paragraph b. of this section, GSA lease contracting officers must publish Justifications for Other than Full and Open Competition on the Federal Business Opportunities (“FedBizOpps”) website (www.fedbizopps.gov) within 14 days after lease award.  FedBizOpps website’s Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) webpage provides guidance on how to search for documents and upload OTFO documents (which are referred to the Fedbizopps website as “Justification and Approval” or “J&A”) on the FedBizOpps website.

b.
In the case of lease awards permitted on the basis of unusual and compelling urgency, GSA lease contracting officers must publish Justifications for Other than Full and Open Competition on the Federal Business Opportunities website (www.fedbizopps.gov) within 30 days after lease award.  

c.
GSA lease contracting officers, in consultation with the Regional Counsel's Office, must screen all justifications for contractor proprietary data and remove all such data, references, and citations as are necessary to protect the proprietary data in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act, before publication.  In addition, GSA lease contracting officers must also be guided by the exemptions to disclosure of information contained in the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the prohibitions against disclosure in determining whether other data should be removed.

d.
Finally, since this amendment also requires that Federal agencies make available these justifications on their websites and enables them to accomplish this by linking their website to the FedBizOpps website, the PBS Office of Real Estate Acquisition is working with the Office of the Chief Acquisition Officer to provide instructions on GSA’s public website (www.gsa.gov) on how to find these justifications.  Further instructions will be forthcoming.
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