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Subject: Reclamation Standard Water-Related Contract Articles, Standard

Avrticle 32: Constraints on the Availability of Water

Purpose: To provide requirements for the content and application of Standard

Article 32: Constraints on the Availability of Water (Standard Article 32),
for the benefit of supporting general policy and specific requirements set
forth in Reclamation Manual Policy PEC P10, Reclamation Standard
Water-Related Contract Articles (PEC P10).

Authority: The Reclamation Act of 1902 (ch. 1093, 32 Stat. 388), and acts

amendatory and supplementary thereto.

Approving Official: Director, Policy and Administration

Contact: Water and Environmental Resources Division, 84-55000

1.

Introduction. This Directive and Standard provides the text for Standard Article 32 and
addresses related requirements. Paragraph 6 of PEC P10 indicates which contracts require
Standard Article 32. Standard Article 32 describes the Contracting Officer’s responsibility
and authority related to water shortages affecting the contract and limits the United States’
associated liability.

Applicability. This Directive and Standard applies to Reclamation staff and officials
involved in the contracting process, as defined at Paragraph 3.A. of PEC P10, for contracts
requiring Standard Article 32 under Paragraph 6 of PEC P10.

Definitions. See Paragraph 3 of PEC P10.

Responsibilities. See Paragraph 4 of PEC P10.

Text of Standard Article 32.

CONSTRAINTS ON THE AVAILABILITY OF WATER*

(@) Inits operation of the Project, the Contracting Officer will use all reasonable means

to guard against a condition of shortage in the quantity of water to be made available to the

Contractor pursuant to this Contract. In the event the Contracting Officer determines that a
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condition of shortage appears probable, the Contracting Officer will notify the Contractor of said
determination as soon as practicable.

(b) If there is a condition of shortage because of errors in physical operations of the
Project, drought, other physical causes beyond the control of the Contracting Officer or actions
taken by the Contracting Officer to meet current and future legal obligations, then no liability
shall accrue against the United States or any of its officers, agents, or employees for any damage,

direct or indirect, arising therefrom.
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