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Fact Sheet: Advancing U.S. Interests at the United Nations 

 
The Obama Administration has dramatically changed America’s course at the United 
Nations to advance our interests and values and help forge a more secure and 
prosperous world. We have repaired frayed relations with countries around the world. 
We have ended needless American isolation on a range of issues. And as a consequence, 
we have gotten strong cooperation on things that matter most to our national security 
interest.  
 
What the President calls a ―new era of engagement‖ has led to concrete results at the 
UN that advance U.S. foreign policy objectives and American security. The dividends of 
U.S. leadership at the UN are tangible – the stiffest UN sanctions ever against Iran and 
North Korea, renewed momentum to stop the proliferation of nuclear weapons and 
materials, strong sanctions and an unprecedented mandate to intervene and save lives 
in Libya, support for the historic and peaceful independence of Southern Sudan, vital 
UN assistance in Afghanistan and Iraq, vigorous defense of our staunch ally Israel, 
lifesaving humanitarian assistance to the most vulnerable in the Horn of Africa and 
initial progress in improving the flawed UN Human Rights Council. In a world of 21st-
century threats that pay no heed to borders, rebuilding a strong basis for international 
cooperation has allowed the United States to work together with others to solve 
common problems at the United Nations, making the American people more secure.  
 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
 
The President’s vision for a world without nuclear weapons includes a realistic path to 
get there. Several significant milestones on this important Administration priority have 
taken place at the UN.  
 

 UN Security Council Resolution 1887: In September 2009, the United States held 
the presidency of the UN Security Council, and President Obama chaired an 
historic Council Summit on nonproliferation and disarmament, culminating in 
the unanimous passage of Security Council Resolution 1887. This U.S.-drafted 
resolution reaffirmed the international community’s commitment to the global 
nonproliferation regime based on the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty, 
supported better security for nuclear weapons materials to prevent terrorists 
from acquiring materials essential to make a bomb, and made clear that all 
countries need to comply with their international nuclear obligations.  
 



 Iran: In June 2010, the United Nations Security Council voted overwhelmingly to 
put in place the toughest UN sanctions regime ever faced by the Iranian 
government for its continued failure to live up to its obligations, sending an 
unmistakable message about the international community’s commitment to 
stopping the spread of nuclear weapons. The new sanctions in Resolution 1929 
impose restrictions on Iran’s nuclear activities, its ballistic missile program, and 
its ability to acquire certain conventional weapons. They put a new framework in 
place to stop Iranian smuggling and crack down on Iran's use of banks and 
financial transactions to fund proliferation. They also target individuals, entities, 
and institutions -– including those associated with the Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard Corps –- that have supported Iran’s nuclear program and prospered from 
illicit activities at the expense of the Iranian people. The U.S. continues to ensure 
that these sanctions are vigorously enforced, just as we continue to refine and 
enforce our own sanctions on Iran alongside those of our friends and allies.  

 

 North Korea: In response to North Korea’s announced 2009 nuclear  test, the 
United States secured the unanimous adoption of Security Council Resolution 
1874, which put in place a tough array of sanctions, including asset freezes, 
financial sanctions, a broad-based embargo on arms exports and imports, and an 
unprecedented framework for the inspection of suspect vessels. Since the 
adoption of Resolution 1874, countries have intercepted and seized tons of 
contraband cargo. These interdictions show that countries are taking seriously 
their obligations to enforce these tough new measures. The United States will 
continue to press on sanctions implementation until there is concrete, verifiable 
progress on denuclearization.  

 

 NPT Review Conference: In May 2010, NPT parties adopted by consensus a 
Final Document that advances a realistic path towards a world without nuclear 
weapons. This document includes calls for strengthened verification and 
compliance, recognizes the New START agreement and the need for deeper 
reductions of nuclear weapons, and calls for the entry into force of the 
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty and the immediate start of talks on a Fissile 
Material Cutoff Treaty. It also supports efforts to pursue international fuel banks 
and related mechanisms to broaden access to peaceful nuclear energy without 
creating new proliferation risks. This major achievement is a vindication of the 
broad thrust of U.S. efforts to inject new energy and renewed effort into stopping 
the spread of nuclear weapons. 
 

 UN Security Council Resolution 1977:  In April 2011, the Security Council 
unanimously adopted Resolution 1977, underscoring the vital importance of the 
Committee established pursuant to UN Security Council Resolution 1540 by 
extending its mandate for an additional ten years.  The 1540 Committee is 
charged with assisting UN Member States in the implementation of UNSCR 



1540’s obligations to take and enforce effective measures against the proliferation 
of weapons of mass destruction (WMD), their means of delivery, and related 
materials, important elements in achieving U.S. nonproliferation objectives.  The 
United States is making a $3 million donation to the United Nations trust fund 
for global and regional disarmament to help the Committee in its 
implementation efforts.  
 

Bolstering Progress in Afghanistan and Iraq 
 

 Afghanistan: Since 2009, the United States has pursued a strategy in Afghanistan 
that places much greater emphasis on the role of international civilian assistance, 
while our troops work to secure the country and transition to a mission in 
support of Afghan security forces taking responsibility for their own security. To 
support this goal, the United States has worked to ensure that the UN Assistance 
Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) has the resources and political support to 
carry out its vital mission to lay the foundation for a sustainable peace and a 
prosperous future, including providing assistance with security, elections, 
governance, economic development, and humanitarian assistance. The United 
States will continue to work to strengthen all aspects of the UN presence in the 
country so that UNAMA can best complement efforts to support the 
Government of Afghanistan by the United States and the International Security 
Assistance Force and better coordinate donor support.  

 

 Iraq: The United States and the international community are keeping their 
commitments to the Government and the people of Iraq, and as the United States 
is completing the withdrawal of U.S. forces, the United Nations Assistance 
Mission in Iraq (UNAMI) continues to play a critical role. The United States 
strongly supports the work of the UNAMI as it continues to provide important 
technical assistance to the Government of Iraq, assists displaced persons in Iraq 
and provides humanitarian assistance. Additionally, the United States played a 
key role in the passage of three resolutions that mark an important milestone in 
normalizing Iraqi ties to the international community that were significantly 
limited when Iraq was ruled by Saddam Hussein. The Security Council, in a 
special session chaired by Vice President Biden, passed Resolutions 1956, 1957 
and 1958 to help return Iraq to the legal and international standing it held prior 
to the 1990 invasion of Kuwait.  
 

Promoting American Values 
 

 Protecting Civilians in Libya: In March, the United Nations took unprecedented 
quick and strong action to protect civilians in Libya. Resolution 1973 provided 
legal authority for the international community to intervene to save lives in 
Libya. The resolution authorized states to take all necessary measures to protect 



civilians and enforce a no-fly zone, saving countless lives. The Security Council 
also imposed on the Qadhafi regime and on Libya’s major financial institutions a 
sweeping regime of financial sanctions and other measures to pressure the 
Qadhafi regime to end its brutal crackdown on demonstrators.  Among other 
things, Resolutions 1970 and 1973 provided for an arms embargo, a ban on 
flights by Libyan-operated aircraft and  asset freezes and travel bans on Qadhafi 
and his inner circle. These measures helped to isolate the Qadhafi regime from 
the international financial system, restricting its ability to fund military 
operations and to maintain support in Tripoli.  
 
The people of Libya are now taking the initial steps to rebuild their country and 
transition to an inclusive democracy. There are still many issues to be resolved in 
the coming days, but the United States is very encouraged by early the steps the 
TNC has taken.   The United States, the United Nations, and our international 
partners are helping the TNC build a government that reflects the aspirations of 
the Libyan people. The United States and our partners have worked through the 
United Nations to unfreeze billions of dollars in order for Libya to get access to 
their state assets to meet critical humanitarian needs. The United States will 
continue to work with the TNC to ensure that these funds are disbursed in a 
transparent, accountable manner. The United States is also providing over $90 
million to UN agencies, international organizations and NGOs to address 
humanitarian needs generated by the crisis in Libya.  
 
Moreover, the Security Council has adopted a new resolution to promote Libya’s 
recovery from its recent conflict and support its transition to a free society.  This 
resolution mandates a new, three-month UN mission that will assist Libyan 
efforts to restore security and the rule of law, protect human rights, and 
undertake an inclusive political dialogue towards establishing a democratic 
government.  It also begins the process of unwinding the UN sanctions that were 
imposed last spring.   Although some measures will remain in place, ensuring 
that funds previously frozen are released in a transparent and responsible way, 
the Libyan authorities are now able to pursue a reenergized Libyan economy. 
 

 Promoting a Peaceful Transition to South Sudan Independence: On July 9, the 
Republic of South Sudan celebrated its independence. This action took place 
following months of intensified diplomatic efforts in the lead up to the historic, 
peaceful referendum on independence in January. Much of this work was 
accomplished working within or alongside the United Nations, including last 
year’s high-level meeting at which President Obama delivered remarks to 
galvanize international action to ensure a credible and timely referendum.  
 
The United States continues to work closely with the UN and other international 
partners to support full implementation of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement 



and improve the humanitarian situation on the ground. In June, the Security 
Council created UNISFA, a UN peacekeeping force that will monitor the 
redeployment of armed forces from the Abyei area and that is authorized to use 
force to protect civilians and humanitarian workers. In July, the Security Council 
created UNMISS, a new UN peacekeeping force in the Republic of South Sudan, 
to consolidate peace and security and to help establish conditions for economic 
and political development.  
 
The United States continues to work to end genocide and conflict in Darfur, 
including by supporting the joint UN and African Union peacekeeping mission 
(UNAMID), and calling for the Government of Sudan to end aerial 
bombardments, improve conditions and freedoms on the ground, and allow 
humanitarian access.   

 

 Horn of Africa Famine: With more than 13.3 million people—primarily in 
Ethiopia, Kenya, and Somalia—in need of emergency assistance in the Horn of 
Africa, the United Nations is at the forefront of a large-scale international 
response, and the United States is the largest donor of humanitarian assistance to 
the region, providing over $600 million in life-saving humanitarian assistance to 
those in need. Much of this funding is funneled through various UN agencies 
and supports humanitarian assistance to refugees, internally displaced persons 
(IDPs), and other drought affected populations.  

 
Additionally, the United States helped garner international support for the 
Transitional Federal Government and the African Union Mission in Somalia 
(AMISOM), including by supporting UN funding to keep international 
peacekeepers in the country. The United States has been a strong supporter of 
recent efforts to augment the number of troops deployed in AMISOM, which 
now has a force of nearly 9,600. Since AMISOM’s deployment in 2007, the United 
States has obligated more than $258 million in assistance to AMISOM and over 
$85 million to the Somali transitional government’s National Security Force.  

 
Defending Israel 
 

 Standing up for Israel at the UN: The Obama Administration has consistently 
and forcefully opposed unbalanced and biased actions against Israel in the 
Security Council, the UN General Assembly, and across the UN system. 
President Obama has pledged that we will ―continue U.S. efforts to combat all 
international attempts to challenge the legitimacy of Israel — including and 
especially at the United Nations.‖ 
 
When an effort was made to insert the Security Council into matters that should 
be resolved through direct negotiations between Israelis and Palestinians, we 



vetoed it. When the 2009 Durban Review Conference advanced anti-Israel 
sentiment, we withdrew. When the UN General Assembly voted for a 
commemoration in September 2011 of the original 2001 Durban conference, we 
voted against it and announced we would not participate. When the Goldstone 
Report was released, we stood up strongly for Israel’s right to defend 
itself. When anti-Israel resolutions come up at the UN Human Rights Council, 
the General Assembly, UNESCO, and elsewhere, we consistently oppose them.  

 
Strengthening UN Peacekeeping and Conflict Prevention Efforts 
 

 Improving Peacekeeping Effectiveness: In his first visit as President to the 
United Nations, President Obama hosted the first-ever meeting with the leaders 
of the top troop-contributing nations to UN peacekeeping operations, 
underscoring America’s commitment to this vital tool, which allows countries 
around the world to share the burden for protecting civilians and supporting 
fragile peace processes in societies emerging from war. The U.S. continues to 
advance initiatives to strengthen UN peacekeeping capabilities, including by 
seeking to expand the number, capacity, and effectiveness of troop and police 
contributors, helping secure General Assembly approval for vital peacekeeping 
reforms, and working with fellow Security Council members to craft more 
credible and achievable mandates for operations in Haiti, Sudan, the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, Liberia and several other current operations.  
 

 Haiti: After the devastating earthquake of January 2010, which claimed the lives 
of over 100 UN personnel and the UN Mission’s leadership, the United States 
worked extremely closely with the UN to help the Government of Haiti ensure 
security and deliver vital humanitarian relief to the people of Haiti. Tens of 
thousands of U.S. forces were able to withdraw from Haiti within a few months, 
as countries from Latin America and around the world moved quickly to share 
the burden and augment the UN peacekeeping presence.  In addition, the total 
U.S. 2010 and 2011 humanitarian assistance funding provided is $1.2 billion for 
the earthquake and $75 million for cholera. 
 

 Liberia: The United States built an international consensus to maintain a robust 
UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) peacekeeping operation for an additional 12 
months, ensuring continued support for the 2011 elections.  Security Council 
resolution 2008, which was adopted unanimously on September 17, also calls for 
a technical assessment mission in spring of 2012 to evaluate potential reductions 
in UNMIL’s authorized strength.  
 

 Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC): The United States continues to 
champion improved protection of civilians, especially by demanding an end to 
the epidemic of rape and gender-based violence. The United States has worked 



successfully to secure new Security Council sanctions against key leaders of 
armed groups operating in the DRC, including one individual linked to crimes 
involving sexual and gender based violence and child soldier recruiting. 
Additionally, the United States led the adoption of a UN Security Council 
resolution that supported, for the first time, due diligence guidelines for 
individuals and companies operating in the mineral trade in Eastern Congo and 
agreed to practice due diligence when considering targeted sanctions. 
 

 Ivory Coast: In April, the United States welcomed the end of former President 
Laurent Gbabgo’s illegitimate claim to power in Ivory Coast, following robust 
implementation of Security Council Resolution 1975, which demanded that 
Gbagbo step down as President, imposed sanctions on him and his close 
associates, reaffirmed the international recognition given to Alassane Ouattara as 
President of Ivory Coast, and reiterated that the UN Operation in Ivory Coast 
(UNOCI) could use "all necessary means" in its mandate to protect civilians 
under imminent threat of attack. Early in the conflict, the United States worked 
with partners to renew UNOCI’s mandate and increase its ranks by 2,000 troops, 
further bolstering the mission’s ability to protect civilians. 
The United States supports accountability on all sides for atrocities committed 
during the electoral crisis, and we will continue to support UN efforts in Ivory 
Coast as the nation recovers from this crisis. The Ivory Coast has accepted the 
jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court, and President Ouattara 
requested that the Prosecutor open an investigation into the most serious crimes 
committed in during the post-electoral crisis. 
 

 Eritrea: In 2009, the United States supported the African Union’s call to sanction 
Eritrea for that country's role in destabilizing Somalia and the region and its 
failure to comply with Security Council Resolution 1862 concerning Eritrea's 
border dispute with Djibouti. As a direct result of U.S. and African leadership, 
the Security Council adopted Resolution 1907 to impose an arms embargo and 
targeted financial and travel sanctions on Eritrean officials. Eritrea is paying a 
price for its sponsorship of foreign extremist groups. The Security Council, with 
the support of the UN's Somalia and Eritrea Monitoring Group, continue to 
review additional measures to respond to Eritrea's acts to destabilize its 
neighbors.  

 
Protecting and Empowering Women and Girls 
 

Women, Peace and Security: The United States continues to lead efforts across 
the UN focused on women’s important roles in preventing, managing, and 
resolving conflict, as well as ending conflict-related sexual violence.  In 2009, 
with Secretary of State Hillary Clinton presiding, the United States led the 
Security Council in unanimously adopting Resolution 1888, which strengthens 



the international response to sexual violence in conflict by establishing a 
dedicated UN Special Representative and creating of a team of experts to assist 
individual governments in strengthening their capacities to address sexual 
violence in conflicts within their borders.    
 
Building upon this success, during the 2010 U.S. presidency of the Security 
Council, the United States supported the adoption of Resolution 1960, which 
expressed deep concern that violence against women and children in situations 
of armed conflict continues to occur. The resolution also improved reporting 
mechanisms on gender-based violence in conflict.  On the margins of this year’s 
General Assembly, Secretary of State Clinton will join other women leaders from 
across the world in spotlighting the importance of women’s political 
participation in times of peace, conflict, and transition.  And in the year to come, 
the United States will continue to lead efforts to support women’s decision-
making in matters of conflict prevention and international security by releasing 
its National Action Plan on Women, Peace, and Security.     
             

 UN Women: The United States was also instrumental in the establishment of a 
new UN agency called UN Women. This vital new organization combines four 
separate UN offices into one stronger, streamlined and more efficient entity 
working in support of women around the world. UN Women will work to 
elevate women’s issues within the UN system, on the ground in member states, 
and on the international stage. The United States is working very closely with 
Michelle Bachelet, the former President of Chile, as the first head of UN Women.  
In addition, when elections were held for the 41-member Executive Board, the 
United States secured a seat and supported other countries with strong records 
on women’s rights, while successfully leading efforts to block Iran’s bid for 
membership. 

 
Promoting Human Rights 
 

 Human Rights Council: At the beginning of the Obama Administration, the 
United States made the decision to join the Human Rights Council, and that 
decision has paid real dividends for oppressed people around the world. 
Though the Council remains flawed, the United States has worked tirelessly to 
create the political will necessary for the Council to realize its full potential. 
While much work remains, in particular ending the Council’s excessive focus on 
Israel, the Council has taken great strides in speaking up for those suffering 
under the world’s cruelest regimes and focusing on the major human rights 
abuses worldwide.  
 
In the past two years, the United States has spoken out on serious human rights 
abuses in Iran, Burma, Sudan, China, Zimbabwe, Venezuela, Syria, Yemen, 



Russia, Sri Lanka and elsewhere. With active U.S. leadership, the Council 
authorized international mandates to closely monitor and address the human 
rights situations in Iran, Libya, Syria, Ivory Coast, Burma, North Korea, 
Cambodia and Sudan.  With U.S. engagement, Council members also voted to 
keep Iran and Syria from gaining seats on the Council. 
 
We have also worked cooperatively with governments such as those of Haiti, 
Somalia, Kyrgyzstan, Guinea and Tunisia, as they experienced crises and sought 
help from the Council to strengthen their human rights capabilities and help 
their countries rebuild.  For example, last year the United States partnered with 
the government of Afghanistan to build international support for efforts to 
prevent attacks on Afghan school children, especially girls, who seek to be 
educated.   

 
In 2011, the United States has shown leadership that has led to additional 
concrete results. On Iran, the Council took assertive action to highlight Iran’s 
deteriorating human rights situation by establishing a Special Rapporteur on the 
Human Rights Situation in Iran. In June, the Human Right’s Council appointed 
Ahmed Shaheed to serve as Special Rapporteur. He will serve as a voice for all 
those Iranians who have suffered egregious human rights violations. This is the 
first new country mandate established since the Human Rights Council was 
formed in 2006. 

 
U.S. leadership has led to two Special Sessions on the situation in Syria, sending 
President Assad a clear message that the world is watching what he does and 
that atrocities and human rights violations would not go unnoticed. At the most 
recent special session, the Council established a Commission of Inquiry to 
investigate all violations of international human rights law by Syrian Authorities 
and help the international community address the serious human rights abuses 
in Syria and ensure that those responsible are held to account. 

 
The United States also played a pivotal role in convening the Council’s Special 
Session in February 2011 during which the Council condemned the human rights 
violations and other acts of violence committed by the Government of Libya, and 
created an independent Commission of Inquiry to investigate those violations. 
Additionally on March 1, 2011 the General Assembly unanimously suspended 
Libya from the Human Rights Council because of the atrocities the Libyan 
authorities are committing against its own people. This was the first time that 
either the Human Rights Council or its predecessor, the Human Rights 
Commission, suspended any member state for gross violations of human rights.   
 
In March 2011, the Council took an important step away from the deeply 
problematic concept of defamation of religion by adopting a constructive new 



resolution that promotes tolerance for all religious beliefs, promotes education 
and dialogue and is consistent with U.S. laws and universal values. Previous 
resolutions adopted under the concept of defamation of religion have been used 
to rationalize laws criminalizing blasphemy, and challenging widely held 
freedoms of expression and the press, rather than protecting religious freedom 
and human rights.  
 
In June, the Human Rights Council took historic, bold and assertive action to 
highlight violence and human rights abuses faced by lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender (LGBT) persons around the world by passing the first UN resolution 
solely focused on LGBT persons. The United States co-sponsored, strengthened, 
and gained support for a South African initiative, which was ultimately joined by 
countries from every UN geographic region and paves the way for the first UN 
report on the challenges faced by LGBT people and sustained Council attention 
to LGBT issues. 
 
Along with our international partners and the NGO community, the United 
States has made important initial steps toward improving the work of the 
Council. The United States will run for re-election next year so that we can 
continue the progress the Council has made over the last two years.  
 

 LGBT Rights: In a reversal of the previous Administration’s policy, the United 
States supported a landmark General Assembly declaration condemning human 
rights violations based on sexual orientation. The United States also spearheaded 
an effort that led to a decisive victory in the United Nations Economic and Social 
Council, which voted to grant consultative status to the International Lesbian 
and Gay Human Rights Commission (ILGHRC), a U.S.-based non-governmental 
organization that does invaluable work around the globe to protect basic human 
rights, combat discrimination, and fight against the scourge of HIV/AIDS. When 
a committee vote removed a reference in a resolution condemning extrajudicial 
killings based on sexual orientation, the United States led a successful campaign 
to reinstate that reference in the final General Assembly resolution. And the 
United States joined the LGBT core group in New York for the first time.  
 

 Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities: On behalf of the 
President, Ambassador Rice signed the Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities, the first new human rights treaty of the 21st century.  
 

 DRIP: In another important reversal of the previous Administration’s policy, 
President Obama announced U.S. support for the United Nations Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (DRIP).  
 



 Health Security: The United States has taken a multi-faceted approach to dealing 
with infectious diseases, whatever their cause, through fora such as the UN 
Security Resolution 1540, the Biological Weapons Convention (BWC), and World 
Health Organization (WHO). The BWC Review Conference in December offers 
an important opportunity to revitalize international efforts against these threats, 
helping to build global capacity to combat infectious disease, and prevent 
biological weapons proliferation and bioterrorism.  This week the United States 
is signing an agreement with the WHO on ―Global Health Security,‖ affirming 
their shared commitment to strengthen cooperation on common health security 
priorities.  Improving global capacities to detect, report and respond to infectious 
diseases quickly and accurately lies at the heart of the WHO’s International 
Health Regulations.  The U.S. is committed to have in place these vital IHR core 
capacities as soon as 2012.   
 

Reforming the United Nations 
 

 UN Arrears: Working with the U.S. Congress, the Administration cleared 
hundreds of millions in arrears to the United Nations, which accumulated 
between 2005 and 2008, and is now working to stay current with payments to the 
Organization.  

 

 Budget Discipline: As the largest financial contributor to the UN, ensuring that 
U.S. funds are spent wisely and not wasted is vital. The United States has 
worked to contain the growth of the UN budget and consistently pressed the 
issue of efficiency and accountability in our discussions with the UN, pushing for 
a focus on results. In 2009, the Administration successfully negotiated an 
agreement that held constant the share of U.S. assessed contributions to the 
United Nations.  

 

 UN Peacekeeping: In 2011, the United States rallied major financial contributors 
to thwart an effort by troop-contributing countries to impose a 57% increase in 
the reimbursement rate for troops in peacekeeping missions, which would have 
cost the organization well over $700 million annually. The United States was able 
to insert a new provision to prevent reimbursement for troops who have been 
repatriated for disciplinary reasons, including violation of the UN zero tolerance 
policy on sexual exploitation and abuse.  

 
U.S. leadership was instrumental in ensuring adoption of the Global Field 
Support Strategy, a sweeping reform of how the UN undertakes administrative 
and logistics support for UN field operations. This initiative will improve the 
quality, consistency, and efficiency of service delivery by capturing efficiencies 
within peacekeeping operations and improving the UN’s capacity to support 
complex field missions.   



 

 Oversight and Accountability: The United States advocated and supported 
adoption of key elements of an accountability framework for the UN. The United 
States has also blocked attempts to curb the authority and operational 
independence of the Office of Internal Oversight Services (OIOS) and succeeded 
in March 2010 in preserving OIOS’ existing mandate and authority, allowing 
OIOS to fill many long-vacant positions.  

 
The United States has consistently and aggressively supported OIOS to be a strong and 
independent watchdog so that U.S. taxpayers’ money is spent wisely and UN programs 
are managed effectively. And, while OIOS has provided valuable recommendations to 
improve the UN’s effectiveness and served as a deterrent in the area of waste, fraud, 
and sexual exploitation and abuse, it has fallen short, especially in the area of 
investigations. The United States has pushed hard for improvements in that function so 
that OIOS can more vigorously pursue fraud and misconduct. The United States was 
pleased to see quick action by Carman LaPointe, the Head of OIOS, in filling several 
leadership positions in that critical office. The United States was successful in ensuring 
that the position of Director of Investigations, vacant for almost two years, was filled by 
a qualified candidate who is tasked, among other things, with reigniting the former 
financial crimes unit of OIOS. 

 

 Transparency: The United States has promoted transparency throughout the 
United Nations system for many years. We have pushed for the Office of Internal 
Oversight Services and the Funds and Programs to take a number of important 
steps toward public disclosure of all internal audit, oversight and financial 
reports, and have seen significant progress. For example, Carman LaPointe has 
announced that she will post internal audits of the UN Secretariat on her website 
for public viewing starting in January 2012. Additionally, the United Nations 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), Development Program (UNDP), the United Nations 
Office of Project Services (UNOPS), and the United Nations Population Fund 
(UNFPA) gave access to internal audit reports to the Global Fund and other 
intergovernmental donors. All of these organizations also voted to let 
governments who fund their programs – like the United States – read audit 
reports remotely from all over the world, instead of keeping audits under lock 
and key in New York. This September, leaders at all of these New York based 
funds and programs announced their support for full public disclosure of 
internal audits on the internet. Every agency in the UN system is a public 
institution and should open its doors to public scrutiny.  
 

 Human Resources Reform: In December 2010, the United States pushed through 
reforms that led to harmonization of conditions of service for staff serving in the 
most difficult locations in the world, eliminating disparities in practices between 
organizations—including reducing the unreasonably high levels of allowances 



paid by some organizations—to ensure a balance between fiscal responsibility 
and ensuring that the organization is able to attract and retain the most qualified 
staff for service in hardship locations. 
 
The United States also demanded a review of the recent action by the 
International Civil Service Commission (ICSC) to increase the post (cost of living) 
adjustment for staff in New York, in light of the ongoing pay freeze in the U.S. 
federal civil service—whose salaries and benefits serve as the basis for those of 
professional staff at the UN—and the difficult international economic climate. 
 

### 


