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1. INTRODUCTION AND DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITIES

Under the provisions of the Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972 (MMPA), this document is
the annual renewal Application to the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) for a Letter of
Authorization (LOA) under Section 101(a) of the Marine Mammal Protection Act for the taking
of marine mammals incidental to Research, Development, Test, and Evaluation (RDT&E)
operations that occur within the Naval Surface Warfare Center Panama City Division (NSWC
PCD) Study Area.

This LOA renewal is being sought to cover the annual period from January 2011to January 2012
to cover the taking of marine mammals, as described by the MMPA, incidental to RDT&E
activities within the NSWC PCD Study Area.

The table below shows the MMPA permit documentation applicable to NSWC PCD and
NMFS’s authorization (Table 1-1). Information contained in these references provide a complete
description of the background for the U.S. Navy’s request, overview of NSWC PCD mission
activities, description of marine mammals in the area, discussion of potential effects or lack of
effects of specified activities on marine mammals, mitigation, marine mammal monitoring, and
associated reporting. The descriptions contained in these references have not changed.

Table 1-1. Timeline of Key NSWC PCD MMPA Documents

Timeline Date Issuing Agency Event Reference

April 1, 2008 U.S. Navy LOA Application Department of the U.S.
(request for Incidental Navy (DON), 2008
Harassment For NSWC
PCD Mission Activities)
submitted to NMFS
Office of Protected
Resources

February 12, 2009 U.S. Navy LOA Application DON, 2009
Addendum submitted to
NMFS Office of
Protected Resources

April 30, 2009 NMFS Taking and Importing NMFS, 2009
Marine Mammals; U.S.
Naval Surface Warfare
Center Panama City
Division Mission
Activities; Proposed
Rule published in
Federal Register

(74 FR 20155-20199)

September 25, 2009 U.S. Navy NSWC PCD Mission DON, 2009a
Activities
Environmental Impact
Statement\Overseas
Environmental Impact
Statement- Final
January 2010 published
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Table 1-1 (Cont’d). Timeline of Key NSWC PCD MMPA Documents

Timeline Date

Issuing Agency

Event

Reference

January 21, 2010

NMFS

Taking and Importing
Marine Mammals; U.S.
Naval Surface Warfare
Center Panama City
Division Mission
Activities; Final Rule
published in Federal
Register

(75 FR 3395-3416)

NMFS, 2010

January 21, 2010

NMFS

Letter of Authorization
to take marine mammals
incidental to NSWC
PCD Mission Activities
issued

NMFS, 2010a
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2. DATES, DURATION AND LOCATION OF THE TEST
ACTIVITIES

There are no changes to Chapter 2 as described under the U.S. Navy’s original April 2008
Request for Letter of Authorization (DON, 2008) and the U.S. Navy’s updated February 2009
LOA Addendum (DON, 2009), and subsequent NMFS’s April 2009 Proposed Rule (NMFS
2009) and January 2010 Final Rule (NMFS 2010).

This section, therefore, remains as described in the Final Rule (NMFS 2010).



Department of the Navy — 2011 LOA Renewal Application for NSWC PCD Mission Activities
18 August 2010

3. MARINE MAMMAL SPECIES AND OCCURRENCE
There are no changes to Chapter 3 as described under the U.S. Navy’s original April 2008
Request for a LOA (DON, 2008) and the U.S. Navy’s updated February 2009 LOA Addendum
(DON, 2009) and the subsequent NMFS’s April 2009 Proposed Rule (NMFS 2009) and January
2010 Final Rule (NMFS 2010).

This section, therefore, remains as described in the Final Rule (NMFS 2010).
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4. AFFECTED SPECIES STATUS AND DISTRIBUTION

There are no changes to Chapter 4 as described under the U.S. Navy’s original April 2008
Request for a LOA (DON, 2008) and the U.S. Navy’s updated February 2009 LOA Addendum
(DON, 2009) and the subsequent NMFS’s April 2009 Proposed Rule (NMFS 2009) and January
2010 Final Rule (NMFS 2010).

This section, therefore, remains as described in the Final Rule (NMFS 2010).
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5. HARASSMENT AUTHORIZATION REQUESTED

There are no changes to Chapter 5 as described under the U.S. Navy’s original April 2008
Request for a LOA (DON, 2008) and the U.S. Navy’s updated February 2009 LOA Addendum
(DON, 2009) and the subsequent NMFS’s April 2009 Proposed Rule (NMFS 2009) and January
2010 Final Rule (NMFS 2010).

This section, therefore, remains as described in the Final Rule (NMFS 2010).
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6. NUMBERS AND SPECIES EXPOSED

There are no changes to Chapter 6 as described under the U.S. Navy’s original April 2008
Request for LOA (DON, 2008) and the U.S. Navy’s updated February 2009 LOA Addendum
(DON, 2009) and the subsequent NMFS’s April 2009 Proposed Rule (NMFS 2009) and January
2010 Final Rule (NMFS 2010).

This section, therefore, remains as described in the Final Rule (NMFS 2010). A summary of the
annual takes requested in the 2010 LOA application for all NSWC PCD RDT&E missions, as
well as annual takes requested for each NSWC PCD RDT&E activity is reiterated in the
following tables.

Table 6-1. Marine Mammal Exposures from NSWC PCD RDT&E Mission Activities Per Year

Marine Mammal Species Level A Level B
Bryde’s whale 0 0
Sperm whale 0 2
Dwarf/Pygmy sperm whale 0 0
All beaked whales 0 0
Killer whale 0 0
False killer whale 0 0
Pygmy killer whale 0 0
Melon-headed whale 0 2
Short-finned pilot whale 0 1
Risso’s dolphin 0 2
Rough-toothed dolphin 0 0
Bottlenose dolphin 2 614
Atlantic spotted dolphin 2 471
Pantropical spotted dolphin 1 23
Striped dolphin 0 5
Spinner dolphin 1 23
Clymene dolphin 0 5
Fraser’s dolphin 0 0
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Table 6-2. Marine Mammal Exposures from Sonar Missions in Territorial Waters Per Year
Marine Mammal Species Level A Level B (TTS) (B;?;/\?ilolial)
Bottlenose dolphin 0 3 521
Atlantic spotted dolphin 0 2 408
Table 6-3. Marine Mammal Exposures from Sonar Missions in Non-territorial Waters Per Year
Marine Mammal Species Level A Level B (TTS) (Bl;he;/\(/eilolial)

[Bryde’s whale 0 0 0

Sperm whale 0 0 1
Dwarf/Pygmy sperm whale 0 0 0

All beaked whales 0 0 0

Killer whale 0 0 0

False killer whale 0 0 0
HPygmy killer whale 0 0 0
Melon-headed whale 0 0 1
Short-finned pilot whale 0 0 1

'Risso’s dolphin 0 0 1
Rough-toothed dolphin 0 0 0

Bottlenose dolphin 0 1 46

Atlantic spotted dolphin 0 1 39
Pantropical spotted dolphin 0 0 16

Striped dolphin 0 0 3

Spinner dolphin 0 0 13

Clymene dolphin 0 0 5

’Fraser’s dolphin 0 0 0
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Table 6-4. Marine Mammal Exposures from Detonations (0-34 kilograms (kg) [0-75 pounds (Ib)])

in Territorial Waters Per Year

Level A Level A Level B
Marine Mammal Species (Severe Lung (Slight Lung (Non-Injury)
Injury) Injury) Jury
Bottlenose dolphin 0 0 3
Atlantic spotted dolphin 0 0 2

Table 6-5. Marine Mammal Exposures from Line Charges (794 kg [1,750 Ib]) in
Territorial Waters Per Year

Level A
. . Level A - Level B
Marine Mammal Species (Severe Lung Injury) (SI:%?S';L)mg (Non-Injury)
Bottlenose dolphin 0 0 0
[Atlantic spotted dolphin 0 0 0

Waters Per Year

Table 6-6. Marine Mammal Exposures from Detonations (34-272 kg [76-600 Ib]) in Non-territorial

Marine Mammal Species

Level A
(Severe Lung

Injury)

Level A
(Slight Lung

Injury)

Level B
(Non-Injury)

Bryde’s whale

0

0

[Sperm whale

[Dwarf/Pygmy sperm whale

lAll beaked whales

[Killer whale

[False killer whale

[Pygmy killer whale

[IMelon-headed whale

[Short-finned pilot whale

[Risso’s dolphin

[Rough-toothed dolphin

[Bottlenose dolphin

lAtlantic spotted dolphin

Pantropical spotted dolphin

Striped dolphin

Spinner dolphin

Clymene dolphin

[Fraser’s dolphin

O0O|0O|0|O(— (k| O|O|0O|0O|0O|0O|O|0o|O|Oo

ellell il il Sllellellellelle]llelle] (o] le] )

olo|Bv|o|B| 8ok |o|r|olo|lo|o|o|r|o
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Table 6-7. Marine Mammal Exposures from 5-inch Round Detonations in Non-territorial Waters
. _ Level A I._evel A Level B
Marine Mammal Species (Seve_re Lung (Sllght Lung (Non-Injury)
Injury) Injury)
[Bryde’s whale 0 0 0
Sperm whale 0 0 0
Dwarf/Pygmy sperm whale 0 0 0
All beaked whales 0 0 0
Killer whale 0 0 0
False killer whale 0 0 0
HPygmy killer whale 0 0 0
Melon-headed whale 0 0 0
Short-finned pilot whale 0 0 0
’Risso’s dolphin 0 0 0
Rough-toothed dolphin 0 0 0
Bottlenose dolphin 0 0 2
Atlantic spotted dolphin 0 0 1
Pantropical spotted dolphin 0 0 1
Striped dolphin 0 0 0
Spinner dolphin 0 0 0
Clymene dolphin 0 0 0
Fraser’s dolphin 0 0 0
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7. EFFECTS TO MARINE MAMMAL SPECIES OR STOCKS

There are no changes to Chapter 7 as described under the U.S. Navy’s original April 2008
Request for LOA (DON, 2008) and the U.S. Navy’s updated February 2009 LOA Addendum
(DON, 2009) and the subsequent NMFS’s April 2009 Proposed Rule (NMFS 2009) and January
2010 Final Rule (NMFS 2010).

This section, therefore, remains as described in the Final Rule (NMFS 2010).
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8. MINIMIZATION OF ADVERSE EFFECTS TO SUBSISTENCE
USE

There are no changes to Chapter 8 as described under the U.S. Navy’s original April 2008
Request for LOA (DON, 2008) and the U.S. Navy’s updated February 2009 LOA Addendum
(DON, 2009) and the subsequent NMFS’s April 2009 Proposed Rule (NMFS 2009) and January
2010 Final Rule (NMFS 2010).

This section, therefore, remains as described in the Final Rule (NMFS 2010).
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9. EFFECTS TO MARINE MAMMAL HABITAT AND THE
LIKELIHOOD OF RESTORATION

There are no changes to Chapter 9 as described under the U.S. Navy’s original April 2008
Request for LOA (DON, 2008) and the U.S. Navy’s updated February 2009 LOA Addendum

(DON, 2009) and the subsequent NMFS’s April 2009 Proposed Rule (NMFS 2009) and January
2010 Final Rule (NMFS 2010).

This section, therefore, remains as described in the Final Rule (NMFS 2010).
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10. EFFECTS TO MARINE MAMMALS FROM LOSS OR
MODIFICATION OF HABITAT

There are no changes to Chapter 10 as described under the U.S. Navy’s original April 2008
Request for LOA (DON, 2008) and the U.S. Navy’s updated February 2009 LOA Addendum
(DON, 2009) and the subsequent NMFS’s April 2009 Proposed Rule (NMFS 2009) and January
2010 Final Rule (NMFS 2010).

This section, therefore, remains as described in the Final Rule (NMFS 2010).
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11. MEANS OF EFFECTING THE LEAST PRACTICABLE
ADVERSE IMPACTS - MITIGATION MEASURES

There are no changes to Chapter 11 as described under the U.S. Navy’s original April 2008
Request for LOA (DON, 2008) and the U.S. Navy’s updated February 2009 LOA Addendum
(DON, 2009) and the subsequent NMFS’s April 2009 Proposed Rule (NMFS 2009) and January
2010 Final Rule (NMFS 2010).

This section, therefore, remains as described in the Final Rule (NMFS 2010).
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12. MONITORING AND REPORTING

There are no changes to Chapter 12 as described under the U.S. Navy’s original April 2008
Request for LOA (DON, 2008) and the U.S. Navy’s updated February 2009 LOA Addendum
(DON, 2009) and the subsequent NMFS’s April 2009 Proposed Rule (NMFS 2009) and January
2010 Final Rule (NMFS 2010).

Requirements for monitoring during this fiscal year included developing the contract
requirements and standard operating procedures, which were conducted. Thus, no aerial, vessel,
or passive acoustic monitoring was conducted from the period January 2010 through August
2010. Furthermore, no test events occurred that would have required aerial, vessel, or passive
acoustic monitoring.

This section, therefore, remains as described in the Final Rule (NMFS 2010).
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13. RESEARCH

As of this renewal application, Gulf of Mexico oil spill focus has concentrated on wildlife
strandings and response and carcass recoveries. Direct scientific surveys and research, while
likely preliminarily planned, have not been undertaken yet in the NSWC PCD Study Area to
document changes in distribution or effects to marine mammals. NSWC PCD will continue to
monitor research proposed and any outcomes in the area as it relates to oil spill impacts.

There are no changes to Chapter 13 as described under the U.S. Navy’s original April 2008
Request for LOA (DON, 2008) and the U.S. Navy’s updated February 2009 LOA Addendum
(DON, 2009) and the subsequent NMFS’s April 2009 Proposed Rule (NMFS 2009) and January
2010 Final Rule (NMFS 2010).

This section, therefore, remains as described in the Final Rule (NMFS 2010).
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