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Figure 1. 
for Indonesia,by Province: 

lndonesia is the most populous 
country in Southeast Asia. With a 
current population of 194 million, it 
is the fourth largest country in the 

Central Kalimanitan 
North United States. This large population 

world, after China, India, and the 

I is unevenly distributed among 
many islands stretching over 3,100 
miles (figure 1). In 1990, over 60 
percent of the people lived in Java, 
which has less than 7 percent of In­
donesia's land area (ICBS, 1991a). 

Fertility in lndonesiahas been de­
clining steadily. The total fertility rate 

Density 
kilometer 

East Java East 
has declined from 5.6 children per 
woman in the late to about 
2.9 children in 1992, a decline of 

50­99 
nearly 50 percent. Fertility declined 
fastest in the 1980's when the Na­

500or more tional Family Planning Program ex­
panded to cover the entire country. 

Despite this sustained fertility de-
Population, by Age and Sex: 1992 cline, Indonesia's population (figure 

2) is still concentrated in the youn­
ger ages, and it will continue to 
grow for many years. Currently, it is 
growing at 1.6 percent annually. 
With a projected decline in fertility 
to 2.1 children per woman in 2020, 
the population will be about 276 
million that year. Thus, between 
now and 2020, lndonesia will add 
about 82 million people, approxi­
mately 3 million per year. 

An Indonesian born today, on aver­
age, can expect to live about 60 
years, compared with only 39 years 
about two and a half decades ago. 
However, the level of life expectan­

6 4 2 0 0 2 4 6 8 1 0 cy at birth still remains below that of 
Millions neighboring countries, such as 
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Thailand and Malaysia. In Indone­
sia, as in most countries, females 
generally outlive males. Current life 
expectancy of females (62) ex­
ceeds that of males (58) by 
4 years. 

A large decline in infant mortality 
has been a major factor in the 
lengtheningof life expectancy at 
birth. The infant mortality rate has 
declined from about infant 
deaths per 1,000 births in the 
mid-1960's to about 72 in 1992. 
Increased urbanization,improve­
ments in maternal education, and 
expansion of health facilities are 
among the factors that have con­
tributed to a decline in infant 
mortality. 

Prevalence 
Increased use of contraceptive 
methods is a main reason for the 
fertility decline in lndonesia 
tomo, et al., 1989). In 1991, ac­
cording to the lndonesia Demo­
graphic and Health Survey (IDHS), 
50 percent of currently married 
women of reproductive age were 
using a contraceptive method 
(ICBS and IRD 1991) (figure 3). In 
1970, when the family planning pro­
gram was initiated, less than 10 
percent of married women were us­
ers (World Bank, Between 
1976 and 1991, the contraceptive 
prevalence rate increased by more 
than 160 percent, from about 19 
percent (World Bank, to 
percent. During the same period, 
the number of women using con­
traception more than quadrupled, 
from under 4 million to over 
16 million. 

The 1991 IDHS shows that a great­
er proportion of urban women (56 
percent) use contraception than ru­
ral women (47 percent). Contra-

use increases with higher 
education of married women, and 
there are wide differences in the 
prevalence rate among provinces. 

Figure 3. 
in Current Use 
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NOTE: The 1976 Indonesia 

Survey (IFS) data are for Java and 
only.The1987IndonesiaNationalContra­
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represent93percentof 
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whole 

Figure 4. 
Estimated Number of 
Currently Married Women 
Using Contraception, 
by Method: 
1987 and 1991 
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In and more than 
70 percent of married women are 
users, approaching levels found in 
developedcountries. On the other 
hand, in East Timor and lrian Java, 
prevalence rates are substantially 
lower, with less than 26 percent of 
married women using contracep­
tion. In percent of mar­
ried women using contraception 
had chosen a modem method. 
The pill, IUD, and injection were the 
most methods and were 
the choice of 8 out of 10 married 
women using contraception. The pill 
and injection were the most com­
mon methods among women under 
the age of 35, and the IUD was the 
most common among women aged 
35 and over. In recent years, a rel­
atively larger number of women 
were selecting long-term effective 
modern methods, such as Inject­
able, IUD and (figure 4). 

Despite a large increase in contra­
ceptive prevalence, the 1991 
indicated a moderately high unmet 
need for family planning. Among 
married women who were not using 
contraception, 68 percent either 
wanted no additional children or 
wanted another child after 2 years 
(figure 5). After excluding those 
women who were not exposed to 
the risk of conception, 13 percent 
of married women in reproductive 
ages (nearly 4.3 million) had unmet 
need for family planning, they 
did not use contraception but either 
wished to terminate childbearing or 
to space their next birth. The total 
unmet need was equally divided 
between need for spacing births 
and for limiting births. The unmet 
spacing need was in 
the younger ages of childbearing, 
and the unmet limiting need was 
concentrated in the older ages (fig­
ure 6). The unmet need was higher 
among women in rural areas and 
among those with less than primary 
education. (ICBS and 
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Urbanization 
lndonesia is undergoing rapid 
urbanization (figure 7). In 1950, a 
little more than 12 percent of the 
Indonesian population lived in 

Figure 5. 
Fertility Preferences of 
Currently Married Women 
Aged 15 to 49 Who Are Not 
Using Contraception: 1991 
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Figure 6. 
Need for Family 

Planning Among 
Currently Married Women, 
by Age: 1989 
Percent spacing 

ban areas (U.N. 1991). Now 32 
percent is urban. In 1950, the ur­
ban population was about 10.3 mil­
lion. Since then, it has increased 
almost six-fold to about 63 million 
people living in urban areas. By 
2020, the urban population will 
grow by an additional90 million, 
more than the entire 1955 popula­
tion of Indonesia. 

Jakarta, with a population of about 
9 million, is one of the 14 
cities in the developing world. One 
out of every seven persons in the 
urban areas of lndonesia lives in 
Jakarta. During the 1980-90 de­
cade, the 1990 census showed that 
the city grew at an annual rate of 
2.5 percent, higher than the national 
growth rate of under 2 percent per 
year (ICBS, 1991b). 

PopulationComposition 
Currently, Indonesia's population is 
relatively young; 55 percent of Indo­
nesians are under the age of 25, 
and 34 percent are under the age 

Figure 7. 
Trends in Urbanization: 

Percent of total population 
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of 15. But, as a result of the past 
and projected fertility declines, the 
proportion of children under the 
age of 15 will decline sharply. The 
number of children under the age 
of 15, currently 67 million, will re­
main about the same to the year 
2020. The population in working 
ages, 15 to 64, will grow faster than 
the total population and will in­
crease by 69 million between now 
and 2020. During the same period, 
the number of women of childbear­
ing ages will increase from under 
51 million to over 73 million. 
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Table 1. 	 Table 2. 
Population Indicators for Indonesia: 1980 to 2020 	 Contraceptive Prevalence Among Married 
(Populationin thousands) 	 Women 15 to 49 Years of Age, by Method: 

Selected Years 
Indicator 

Percent current distributionPOPULATION users of usersTotal country . . 154,936 187,728 219,496 276,474 
Urban 34,396 57,257 62,680 86,701 152,890 
Rural 120,540 130,471 132,476 132,795 123,584 

Method 1976 1987 1991 1976 1987 1991 
Male, total country 

All ages 77,168 
	 All 26.3 47.7 49.7 
 
0 to 1 4 . .  31,655 
	 Pill 14.9 16.1 14.8 
 
6 12 13,817 
	 IUD.. 5.6 13.2 13.3 
 

18 	 10,603 
 Injection.. 0.2 9.4 11.7 
 
35,142 
 Female sterilization . . 0.3 3.1 2.7 
 

15 to 49 38,444 
	 Other modem 1.9 2.2 4.6 
 
43,977 
	 Traditional 3.4 3.7 2.6 
 
1,536 
 

CHILDLESS WOMEN: 1991 
Female, total country 	 Percent of ever-married women 

All ages 77,768 
 aged 45 to 49 ... . . . . . .  4.9 
 
0 14 30,960 
 
6 to 12 13,560 
	 AVERAGE DURATION OF POSTPARTUM 

18 	 10,415 
 INFECUNDABILITY: 1991 
35,138 
	 Number of months 
38,699 
 
44,912 
 Note: The contraceptiveprevalence data for 1976 refer to 

65+ 1,896 
 Java and Bali. The 1987 data represent 93 percent of thenation­
al populationand 1991 data represent the entirepopulationof 

Married females Indonesia. 
15 to 49 26,931 
 

Source: ICBS, 1987, table 36.1; & IRD, 1989, table 4.1 ..-­15to 19 2,304 
 
and 4.3; 1991, table 6; and 1992, unpublished tables.5,515 
 

25 to 29 5,530 
 
30 to 34 3,874 
 

3,714 
	 Table 3. Table 4. 
3,287 
	 Average Age of Fertility Rates

45 49 2,707 
 Users of Selected (Per 1,000 women)
Methods: 	1991DEPENDENCY Age 1976 1987 1991Both sexes 74.3 62.8 60.1 52.6 45.5 	 (Married women aged 
15 

.. 116 74 65EXPECTANCY AT BIRTH 
178 159Both sexes 53.4 58.9 59.8 63.4 70.8 	 Method Average age 
166 156Male 52.0 57.0 57.9 61.1 67.9 

.. 122Female 55.0 60.8 61.8 65.8 73.9 	 Pill 31.3 
 
74 70IUD.. ............... 

27 22INFANT MORTALITY RATE (per 1,000 births) 	 Injection 29.0 
 

... 13 9 7Bothsexes 99.7 76.4 71.9 55.4 27.4 	 Condom 
TotalMale 106.9 82.3 77.8 61.2 31.8 	 Female sterilization 38.8 

rateFemale 92.2 70.2 65.6 49.3 22.8 	 Male sterilization 35.8 
Norplant.. 	 per woman 4.7 3.2 3.0 

TOTALFERTILITY RATE 	 Periodic abstinence 34.7 
Fertility rate per woman 4.4 3.0 2.9 2.5 2.1 	 Withdrawal Note: The 1976 fertility 

rates are for the 1976-79 
Note: Dependency ratio is the ratio of persons under the age of 15 Note: Calculated at the period. 

and over the age of 65 to those aged 15 to 64 years. U.S. Bureau of the Census Source: U.S. Bureau of the 
using the 1991 data on Census, Center for

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Center for International contraceptive prevalence, by tionalResearch, International
Research, InternationalData Base. age. 	 Data Base. 

Source: 	 & IRD, 1991, 
Table 7. 




