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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

I S S U E D :  August 21, 1978 

Forwarded t o :  

Honorable John M. Sullivan 
SAFETY RECOMMENDATION(S) i R-78-48 

Admi ni s t r a t o r  
Federal Railroad Administration 
400 7th S t r e e t ,  S.W. .. . -  .- 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

About 3:20 a.m., ?.s.t., on December 1 ,  1977, a Louisvi l le  and Nashville 
Railroad switchman was k i l l ed  when he f e l l  from the deck of a moving 
f l a t c a r  and in to  i t s  path. 
the s ide of the f l a t c a r  with his f e e t  on the s i l l  s tep  and his  hand(s) 
on the handfold provided. The switch crew foreman, who was a l so  on the 
deck o f  the f l a t c a r ,  s ta ted  t h a t  t h e y  were r i d i n g  on the f l a t c a r  
because they were :Inable t o  maintain a s t ab le  footing on the s i l l  step 
and unable t o  maintain a secure gr ip  on the s ide  handhold. 

The purpose of safet.y appliances on the s ides  and ends of cars  i s  
t o  provide f o r  the secur i ty  of persons involved i n  switching operations; 
49 CFR 231.6(c) requires t h a t  four s ide handholds and four s i l l  s teps  
be placed on each f l a t c a r  near the ends of the car, b u t  i t  does not  
prescribe a ver t ica l  location f o r  the s ide handhold. I n  many i a s e s ,  ,there 
i s  i n su f f i c i en t  clearance between the top of the s i l l  s t e p ,  on w!?ic!? 
the switchman s tands,  and the s ide handhold fo r  a switchman t o  cor:iTortabl,y 
r ide  the s ide of a f l a t c a r .  For t h i s  reason, switchmen will norna:iy 
o p t  t o  e i t h e r  s e l e c t  another type of car t o  r ide during the switdiin? 
operation or  stand or s i t  on the deck of the f l a t c a r .  

The Board believes t h a t  a minimum distance between the top of the 
s i l l  s tep  and the s ide handhold should be establ ished f o r  f l a t c a r s .  
This minimum distance should be su f f i c i en t  t o  allow a man t o  r i de  the 
s ide  of a f l a t c a r  sa fe ly  and securely.  

the Federal Railroad Administration: 

The switchman should have been griping on 

Therefore, the National Transportation Safety Board recommends tha t  

Amend 49 CFR 231.6 regarding the location of s ide  handholm t o  
more nearly conform with t h e i r  placement on other  types of 
cars so t h a t  a person may safe ly  r ide  the s ide  o f  a f l a t c a r  
in  the performance of h i s  dut ies .  (Class 11, Pr io r i ty  Action) 
(R-78-48) ~ 
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KING, Chal’rman, McADAMS, HOGUE, and DRIVER, Members, concurred 
in the above recommendations. 


