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S r E T Y  RECOMMENDAT I ON ( S )  

M-7 8-6 9 __ 

On January lo, 1977 ,  t h e  c o a s t a l  tankship M/V CHESTER A .  POLING 
broke i n  two about 6 nmi ESE of Cape Ann, Massachusetts.  The POLING was 
en rou te  from Evere t t ,  Massachusetts t o  Newington, New Hampshire, during 
a severe  winter  storm i n  a p a r t i a l l y  b a l l a s t e d  condi t ion.  The Coast 
Guard responded promptly t o  t h e  POLING's d i s t r e s s  message, and s i x  of 
t h e  seven persons aboard were rescued. One person, who f e l l  i n t o  the  
ocean while  a t tempting t o  en te r  t h e  Coast Guard h e l i c o p t e r ' s  rescue 
basket ,  i s  missing and presumed dead. - 1/ 

When t h e  POLING broke i n  two, the  master and seaman i n  the wheelhouse 
on the  forward p a r t  of  the  ves se l  were i s o l a t e d  from t h e  primary l i f e s a v i n g  
equipment which was stowed near the  v e s s e l ' s  s t e r n .  When the  bow began 
t o  s ink ,  these  men were forced t o  en te r  t h e  30' F ocean water with only 
personal  f l o t a t i o n  devices  t o  s u s t a i n  them. For tuna te ly ,  they were 
rescued within 20 minutes by the Coast Guard c u t t e r  CAPE GEORGE. 

A Coast Guard he l i cop te r  made s e v e r a l  a t tempts  t o  rescue  t h e  crew- 
members on t h e  POLING's s t e r n  with a r e scue  basket .  The f i r s t  time t h e  
basket  w a s  lowered, i t  landed on some empty o i l  drums. The cook entered 
t h e  basket  and was success fu l ly  hois ted to the  he l i cop te r .  However, on 
the  next  a t tempt  t h e  basket  w a s  held outboard a t  the  s h i p ' s  r a i l  by one 
crewmember. A s  a seaman leaned ou t s ide  t h e  r a i l  t o  grab the  baske t ,  he 
f e l l  i n t o  t h e  ocean and was l o s t .  A guide l i n e  had been properly 
at tached t o  t h e  baske t  by t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ' s  crew, but  t h e  POLING'S crew 
d id  not  use i t  e f f e c t i v e l y  t o  guide the  basket  to  a s a f e  loca t ion  on t h e  
POLING's deck. 

- 1/ For more d e t a i l e d  information read "Marine Accident Report--M/V 
CHESTER A. POLING Sinking near Cape Ann, Massachusetts,  January 10, 
1977,"  (NTSB-MAR-78-7). 
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Even though t h e  Coast Guard responded promptly, f i v e  of the  s ix  
persons rescued were forced t o  en te r  t h e  cold ocean water.  Although 
they were i n  t h e  water  only a s h o r t  time, each person suf fered  from 
hypothermia. 
a s  i t  d i d ,  more persons would have d ied .  

I f  t h e  Coast Guard had not  been a b l e  t o  respond as quick 

Therefore ,  t h e  National Transpor ta t ion  Sa fe ty  Board recommends 
the  Maritime Administration of t h e  U.S. Department of Commerce: 

With a s s i s t a n c e  from the  U.S. Coast Guard and m a r i t i m e  
i ndus t ry  management and l a b o r ,  develop a s u r v i v a l  
and r e scue  t r a i n i n g  course t o  provide i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  
Coast Guard sea  rescue methods and i n  t h e  proper 
a c t i o n s  merchant seamen should take t o  a i d  i n  t h e i r  
rescue.  (Class 11, P r i o r i t y  Action) (M-78-69) 

K I N G ,  Chairman, McADAMS, HOGUE, and DRIVER, Nembers, concurred i n  
t h e  above recommendation. 

.James B.  King 


