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SAFETY RECOMMENDAT I O N  (S) 

M-78-45 through -52 

I 

About 0500 c .d . t .  on Ju ly  22, 1977 ,  t h e  Greek Tankship M / V  DAUNTLESS 
COLOCOTRONIS, ca r ry ing  48,741 long tons  of crude o i l ,  was upbound i n  t h e  
Miss i s s ipp i  River about 4 miles below New Orleans,  Louisiana,  when i t  
s t r u c k  a sunken barge.  The bottom p l a t i n g  of the  COLOCOTRONIS was 
f r ac tu red ,  permi t t ing  cargo o i l  from t h e  t a n k e r ' s  No. 5 cen te r  tank to 
en te r  i t s  pumproom. Within minutes,  cargo o i l  penetrated i n t o  the  
t anke r ' s  engineroom and ign i t ed .  
t h e  accommodation spaces  through a door which had been t i e d  open. A l l  
35 persons onboard escaped from the  v e s s e l ;  2 persons were s l i g h t l y  
in ju red .  F i r e  damage i n  t h e  accommodation spaces ,  water damage i n  t h e  
e n g i n e r o o m ,  a n d  b o t t o m  s t r u c t u r a l  damage was  e s t i m a t e d  t o  b e  
$6 mi l l i on .  - 1/ 

The f i r e  spread from the  engineroom to 

Although t h e  U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (COE) had determined i n  
January 1974 t h a t  t h e  sunken barge was a hazard to naviga t ion ,  t h e  
sunken barge was n e i t h e r  removed nor i t s  loca t ion  marked between February 
1974 and t h e  t i m e  of t h i s  acc ident .  
t h a t  t h e  Coast Guard r ep lace  t h e  missing buoy over t h e  wreck. 
Guard advised t h e  COE t h a t  because of t h e  high water condi t ions  and the 
expense of maintaining a buoy, i t  was d iscont inuing  t h e  buoy but  t h a t  
t h e  dec i s ion  would be reviewed a s  changing river condi t ions  and f u t u r e  
soundings warranted. Subsequently, a buoy was not  r ees t ab l i shed  when 
t h e  r i v e r  l e v e l  f e l l .  

In February 1974,  t h e  COE requested 
The Coast 

The Safety Board be l i eves  t h a t  b e t t e r  procedures could be e s t ab l i shed  

Furthermore, a n  annual summary of a l l  
between t h e  Coast Guard and t h e  COE f o r  the  marking and removing of 
wrecks i n  t h e  Miss i s s ipp i  River. 
wrecks t h a t  c o n s t i t u t e  a hazard to naviga t ion  would provide s h i p  ope ra to r s  
wi th  updated information on t h e  l o c a t i o n  and depth of water over wrecks. 

- 11 For more d e t a i l e d  information read "M/V DAUNTLESS COLOCOTRONIS Grounding 
i n  Miss i s s ipp i  River near  New Orleans,  Louis iana,  J u l y  22, 1977," 
(NTSB-MAR-78-5). 

2394 



- 2 -  

The Miss i s s ipp i  River has a mean d i f f e r e n c e  between high and low 
s t a g e s  of  about  1 4  f e e t  annual ly .  
t h e  r i v e r  l eve l  wi th  zero represent ing  mean sea  l e v e l .  
important t h a t  t h e  Coast Guard inc lude  t h e  l e v e l  of t h e  river when 
s t a t i n g  t h e  depth of water over wrecks i n  "Local Notices to  Mariners.' '  

The COE keeps a continuous record of 
Therefore, i t  is 

The ex ten t  and dura t ion  of the  f i r e  w e r e  the  r e s u l t  of s e v e r a l  
f ac to r s , i nc lud ing  l a c k  of f i r e f i g h t i n g  d r i l l s  and inadequate f i r e f i g h t i n g  
t r a i n i n g  f o r  t h e  crew and t h e  use of combustible materials i n  the  
accommodation spaces.  There had been no f i r e f i g h t i n g  d r i l l s  aboard t h e  
COLOCOTRONIS f o r  3 1 / 2  months before  t h e  acc ident .  The proper use of a 
f i r e h o s e  on t h e  o i l  f i r e  might have ext inguished t h e  f i r e  before  any 
ex tens ive  damage occurred. The c los ing  of a l l  doors from t h e  engineroom 
would have prevented t h e  spreading of t h e  f i r e  t o  t h e  accommodation 
spaces,and t h e  use of noncombustible m a t e r i a l s  i n  t h e  accommodation 
spaces  would have l imi t ed  the  i n t e n s i t y  of t h e  f i r e .  

The f i r e f i g h t i n g  e f f o r t  was delayed by t h e  l a c k  of information 
regarding t h e  arrangement of t h e  tankship.  An arrangement p l an  posted 
on t h e  o u t s i d e  of  t h e  deckhouse would have provided the  rescue personnel  
wi th  va luable  information.  

Therefore ,  t h e  Nat ional  Transpor ta t ion  Safe ty  Board recommends t h a t  
the  U.S. Coast Guard: 

Develop, i n  conjunct ion wi th  t h e  U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers,  s tandards  t h a t  w i l l  de f ine  what c o n s t i t u t e s  
a hazard t o  naviga t ion  i n  t h e  Miss i s s ipp i  River so 
t h a t  t h e  Coast Guard can b e t t e r  enforce  33 CFR P a r t  64. 
(Class  11, P r i o r i t y  Action) (M-78-45) 

Prepare,  in conjunct ion wi th  the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers,  an annual summary of wrecks t h a t  cont inue 
t o  be a hazard t o  naviga t ion  in t h e  Miss i s s ipp i  River 
and d i s t r i b u t e  t h e  summary i n  a manner similar to a 
Local Notice t o  Mariners. (Class  11, P r i o r i t y  Action) 
(M-78-46) 

Insu re  t h a t  depths  of water over wrecks i n  t h e  Miss i s s ipp i  
River a r e  s t a t e d  i n  terms of mean sea  level  i n  Local 
Notices  t o  Mariners and Broadcasts t o  Mariners.  
(Class 11, P r i o r i t y  Action) (M-78-47) 

Seek i n t e r n a t i o n a l  agreement t o  improve the f i r e f i g h t i n g  
t r a i n i n g  f o r  o f f i c e r s  and crew on tankships .  (Class 11, 
P r i o r i t y  Action) (M-78-48) 



- 3 -  

Insu re  t h a t  a l l  fo re ign  tankships  t h a t  e n t e r  U.S. 
waters  comply with t h e  1960  Safe ty  of L i f e  a t  Sea 
Convention requirements f o r  f i r e  d r i l l s .  (Class 11, - P r i o r i t y  Action) (M-78-49) 

Develop r egu la t ions ,  under t h e  Por t s  and Waterways Act 
of 1972 ,  t h a t  r e q u i r e  a l l  fo re ign  tankships b u i l t  
a f t e r  1980  and en te r ing  U.S. waters  t o  meet t h e  f i r e  
s a f e t y  requirements of t h e  1974 Safety of L i f e  A t  
Sea Convention. (Class  11, P r i o r i t y  Action) (M-78-50) 

Seek i n t e r n a t i o n a l  agreement t o  r e q u i r e  all sh ips  of 
more than 500 gross  tons t o  pos t ,  under wa te r t igh t  
cover and o u t s i d e  the  s h i p ' s  deckhouse i n  a prominent 
p lace ,  an arrangement  plan of the  s h i p  t o  a i d  
emergency personnel.  (Class  11, P r i o r i t y  Action) 
(M-78-51) 

Seek i n t e r n a t i o n a l  agreement t o  r equ i r e  t h a t  cargo 
pumps on tankships  be segregated from a l l  sources  of 
vapor i g n i t i o n  by g a s t i g h t  bulkheads and t h a t  pump 
s h a f t s  pene t ra t ing  these  bulkheads be f i t t e d  w i t h  
s t u f f i n g  boxes o r  o t h e r  approved glands which w i l l  
prevent  vapor i g n i t i o n .  (Class  11, P r i o r i t y  Action) 
(M-78-52) 

R I N G ,  Chairman, McADAMS, HOGUE, and DRIVER, Members, concurred i n  
the  above recommendations. 
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