
NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

ISSUED: December 27, 1978 

Forwarded to: 
M r .  Prime F. Osborn 
P res iden t  and Chief Execut ive Of f i ce r  
Seaboard Coast Line Rai l road Company 
500 Water S t r e e t  
Jacksonvi l le ,  F lo r ida  32202 

A t  8:25 p.m. on October 2, 1977, westbound Amtrak passenger t ra in  
No. 57 s t r u c k  a northbound pickup t ruck  a t  a railroad/highway grade 
c ros s ing  i n  P l a n t  Ci ty ,  F lo r ida .  
f l a s h i n g  s igna ls ,which  were opera t ing .  
mph i n  a 79-mph speed zone; the pickup t ruck  was t r a v e l i n g  a t  50 mph i n  
a 45-mph speed zone. 
c r a sh  and f i r e  t h a t  followed. 
w a s  i n ju red .  I-/ 

The cross ing  was  equipped with red 
The t r a i n  was t r a v e l i n g  a t  70 

The 10 occupants of t h e  pickup t ruck  died i n  t h e  
None of t h e  traincrew or i ts  30 passengers 

On t h e  northbound approach t o  t h e  Turkey Creek Road c r o s s i n g , t h e  
westbound t ra in  w a s  not  v i s i b l e  t o  t h e  d r i v e r  u n t i l  she passed a s t and  
of trees 400 f e e t  south  of t h e  grade c ross ing .  A t  t h a t  po in t  t h e  t r a i n  
was 559 f e e t  from t h e  c ross ing .  There was no way t h e  t r a i n  could s top .  
The pickup t ruck  could have stopped s h o r t  of t h e  crossing after t h e  
t r a i n  became v i s i b l e ,  b u t  t h e r e  was no time a v a i l a b l e  f o r  h e s i t a t i o n  on 
the  p a r t  of t h e  d r i v e r .  

Since 1971, the F l o r i d a  Department of Transpor ta t ion  (DOT) r e p o r t s  
fou r  acc iden t s  a t  t h i s  c ros s ing ,  which have r e s u l t e d  i n  two fa ta l i t i es  
and two i n j u r i e s .  In 1977, a d iagnos t i c  team, inc luding  expe r t s  from 
t h e  F lo r ida  DOT, Amtrak, and SCL personnel ,  had recomended that t h e  
Turkey Creek c ross ing  be  t r e a t e d  as a f irst  p r i o r i t y  f o r  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of 
ga t e s  and cantilever l i g h t s .  
co r r ido r  t r a v e r s e s  240 miles of t r a c k  and conta ins  271 c ross ings  a t  
grade,  or 1.13 c ross ings  per m i l e  of t r ack .  By comparison, on t h e  
en t i re  Amtrak system t h e r e  are 0 .61  grade c ross ings  p e r  mile of t rack .  

The Jacksonville/Tampa high-speed t r a i n  

- 1/ For more d e t a i l e d  information read:  "Railroad/Highway Accident Report: 
Seaboard Coast Line/Amtrak Passenger Train/Pickup Truck Co l l i s ion ,  
Plant Ci ty ,  F lo r ida ,  October 2, 1977" (NTSB-RHR-78-2). 

2532 



Also t h e  c ros s ing  acc iden t s  r a t i o  on t h e  o v e r a l l  Amtrak system is 1.06 
p e r  100 m i l e s  of t r ack ,  while  t h e  r a t i o  i s  6 .9  per 100 mi les  of t r a c k  
t h e  Jacksonville/Tampa co r r ido r .  Although Amtrak opera tes  i n  46 S t a t e  
17.8 percent  of a l l  of i t s  grade c ross ing  acc iden t s  during 1975, 1976 
and 1977 occurred i n  F lo r ida .  The co r r ido r  i s  an a r e a  t h a t  needs s t u  
and c o r r e c t i v e  a c t i o n .  

Therefore ,  t h e  Nat ional  Transpor ta t ion  Safe ty  Board reco 
t h e  Seaboard Coast Line Rai l road Company: 

conc 

Cooperate wi th  t h e  c i t y  of P lan t  Ci ty  t o  expedi te  
t he  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of t h e  recommended r e f l e c t o r i z e d ,  l i g h t e d  
automatic  railroad/highway grade c ross ing  ga te s  and c a n t i l e v e r  
l i g h t  s i g n a l s  a t  t h e  Turkey Creek cross ing  i n  P lan t  Ci ty ,  
F lo r ida .  (Class  11, P r i o r i t y  Action) (H-78-79) 

KING, Chairman, DRIVER, Vice Chairman, McADAMS and HOG’UE, Memb 
:urred i n  t h e  above recommendation. 


