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I 

A t  8:25 p.m. on October 2, 1977, westbound Amtrak passenger t r a i n  
No. 57 s t ruck  a northbound pickup t ruck a t  a railroad/highway grade 
c r o s s h g  i n  Plant Ci ty ,  Flor ida.  The crossing w a s  equipped with red 
f l a sh ing  signals,which were operat ing when the  t ruck and t r a i n  co l l ided .  
The t r a i n  w a s  t r ave l ing  a t  70 mph i n  a 79-mph speed zone; t h e  pickup 
t ruck was t r ave l ing  a t  50 mph i n  a 45-mph speed zone. The 10  occupants 
of the pickup t ruck  died i n  t h e  crash.  None of t he  t ra increw or  i t s  30 
passengers was injured.  L/ 

On the  northbound approach t o  the  Turkey Creek Road crossing,  the 
westbound t r a i n  was not  v i s i b l e  t o  t h e  d r ive r  u n t i l  she passed a stand 
of trees 400 f e e t  south of t he  grade crossing. A t  t h a t  po in t  the t r a i n  
was 559 feet  from the  crossing.  There was no way the  t r a i n  could stop. 
The pickup t ruck  could have stopped a f t e r  the  t r a i n  became v i s i b l e ,  but 
there  was no time ava i l ab le  f o r  h e s i t a t i o n  on the  p a r t  of the  d r ive r .  

There were no r a i l road  warning markings on e i t h e r  approach t o  the  
crossing on Turkey Creek Road, a nonfederal-aid highway. The advance 
r a i l road  warning s ign  f o r  northbound t r a f f i c  was i n s t a l l e d  202 f e e t  
south of the  crossing ins tead  of t h e  250 feet required i n  an urban 
environment by the  Manual on Uniform T r a f f i c  Control Devices. 

An autopsy of t he  d r ive r  of t he  pickup t ruck  disclosed a 0.14- 
percent blood alcohol  l eve l .  The Flor ida t r a f f i c  code states that blood 
alcohol  level  of 0.10 percent o r  more i s  prima f a c i e  evidence of dr iv ing  
while under the inf luence of a lcohol .  

- 1/ For more de t a i l ed  information read: "Railroad/Highway Accident Report: 
Seaboard Coast Line/Amtrak Passenger Train/Pickup Truck Col l i s ion ,  
P l an t  Ci ty ,  Flor ida,  October 2, 1977" (NTSB-RHR-78-2). 
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Available evidence ind ica t e s  t ha t  the  t ruckdriver  f requent ly  consumed 
considerable amounts of alcohol.  However, she had no records of alcohol- 
r e l a t e d  offenses  and was not known t o  the  l o c a l  or S t a t e  law enforcement 
agency. It i s  not known i f  she made a p rac t i ce  of dr iving a f t e r  drinking 
a lcohol ic  beverages. 

The Safety Board could f ind  no evidence of an a c t i v e  enforcement 
program i n  the  a rea  of Dade C i t y  and Plant  Ci ty  r e l a t ed  t o  v io l a t ions  of 
t he  f l a sh ing  r a i l r o a d  crossing warning l i g h t  s igna ls .  
records ind ica te  t h a t  a lcohol  was involved i n  about 50 percent of t he  
t r a f f i c  f a t a l i t i e s  i n  F lor ida  and about 40 percent of the alcohol- 
involved d r ive r s  i n  f a t a l  accidents  had blood alcohol l e v e l s  of .20 
percent or higher .  

Flor ida t r a f f i c  

Hillsborough County, Flor ida,  had an Alcohol Safety Action Program 
(ASAP) from 1972 t o  1976, which ended when Federal  funds expired. The 
f i n a l  r epor t  on the  program concluded t h a t  " a f t e r  f i v e  years  of ASAP 
countermeasure a c t i v i t y  the re  has been a s ign i f i can t  decl ine i n  the  
proportions of drunk d r ive r s  on the  road and the  decl ine had not had a 
not iceable  e f f e c t  on A/R (alcohol re la ted)  accidents." z/ 

Recently, the  F lor ida  Department of Publ ic  Safety has increased i t s  
enforcement personnel and i s  s h i f t i n g  s e l e c t i v e  enforcement emphasis t o  
the  apprehension of alcohol-involved dr ivers .  
not include the  v i c i n i t y  where the  accident  occurred. The Safety Board 
w i l l  a l s o  be watching w i t h  i n t e r e s t  the  r e s u l t s  of the  DriverlOccupant 
Task Force which has been establ ished a s  an advisory arm of the  F lor ida  
Bureau of Highway Safety.  We understand t h a t  a lcohol  and the  d r ive r  i s  
of major concern t o  the  Task Force. 

The a rea  se lec ted  does 

The Safety Board supports Operation Lifesaver ,  a program t h a t  
incorporates  t he  th ree  primary elements of t r a f f i c  s a f e t y  -- education, 
engineering, and enforcement. Following t h i s  accident,  the  F lor ida  
Highway Pa t ro l ,  i n  cooperation with Amtrak, mounted a spec ia l  e f f o r t  t o  
present  t he  concepts of Operation Lifesaver t o  the  publ ic  i n  the  v i c i n i  
of the  Jacksonville/Tampa high-speed r a i l  cor r idor .  

These programs a r e  admirable and the  S t a t e  of F lor ida  should be 
complimented f o r  i t s  innovation. However, these programs requi re  lon 
term support from the  top l e v e l  of t he  S t a t e  down t o  the  operat ing 
l eve l ,  and we urge F lor ida  t o  fo rce fu l ly  encourage and support t he  
widespread conduct of Operation Lifesaver ,  which should include s t rong 
s e l e c t i v e  enforcement goals  f o r  grade crossing sa fe ty .  

- 2/ Westra and Reis,  "An Analysis of Tota l  Pro jec t  Impact (Tampa ASAP) 
1976 - Final  Report,'' University of Southern Flor ida,  Tampa, F lor ida  
(DOT 88-062-1-080). 



Therefore, the National Transportation Safety Board recommends that 
the State of Florida: 

Encourage State-level participation in and high-priority 
implementation of effective and continuous Statewide 
Operation Lifesaver railroad/highway grade crossing and 
selective law enforcement programs. (Class 11, Priority 
Action) 03-78-77) 

KING, Chairman, DRIVER,  Vice Chairman, McADAMS and HOGIJE, Members, 
eoncurred in the above recommendation. 




