
NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

SAFETY R E C O M M E N D A T  i ab i (s )  I Forwarded to: 

Honorable Russe l l  H. Hullen 
Acting Commissioner 
Department of T ranspor t a t ion  
S t a t e  of N e w  .Jersev 
1035 Parkway Avenue 
Trenton,  New J e r s e y  08625 

H-78-31 and 3 2  - 

About 11:55 a.m., on July 6 ,  1 9 7 7 ,  a t ruck ,  with a gross  weight of 
52,000 pounds, s t r u c k  an automobile a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of U.S .  Route 
206 and County Road Route 616 near  Vincentown, New Je r sey .  The truck- 
d r i v e r  2nd s ix  of t h e  seven occupants of t h e  automobile were k i l l e d .  

The automobile was t r a v e l i n g  w e s t  on Route 616 2nd t h e  t ruck  was 
southbound on Route 206 a s  t h e  v e h i c l e  approached t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  The 
automobile d r i v e r ' s  Last 4 miles over  Route 616 was on a high-speed, 
two-lane, secondary highway with good h o r i z o n t a l  and v e r t i c a l  a l ignment .  
T r a f f i c  movement i n t o  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  was c o n t r o l l e d  by s t o p  s i g n s  on 
Route 616.  A "STOP AHEAD" s i g n ,  p a r t i a l l y  hidden by  shrubs ,  is loca ted  
0.15 m i l e  before  t h e  "STOP" s i g n  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  A d e s t i n a t i o n  
s i g n  wi th  t h e  legend "VINCENTOWN MEDFORD " P E O N T O N  TRENTON" is 90 
f e e t  e a s t  of Route 2 0 6 .  No s ign ing  on Route 616 d i r e c t s  d r i v e r s  t o  
Route 206; t h i s  does n o t  conform t o  t h e  Nanual on Uniform T r a f f i c  Control  
Devices (HIJTCD) which s t a t e s ,  "Route marker assemblies  s h a l l  be e rec t ed  
on a l l  approaches t o  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of numbered r o u t e s  . . . . I '  l/ 
person c l o s e  t o  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  could,  however, s e e  a "SOUTH 0 6 "  
reassurance  marker on Route 206, 155 f e e t  south  of t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  
The automobile d r i v e r  was not  f a m i l i a r  w i th  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n ,  where she  
was t o  t u r n  l e f t  on to  Route 206, 2nd i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  i n  seeking  
p o s i t i v e  guidance she  was d i s t r a c t e d  from h e r  d r i v i n g  t a s k  and d i d  not  
pe rce ive  the  t r u c k  approaching on h e r  r i g h t .  

A 

11 - l/ "Manual on Uniform T r a f f i c  Control  Devices f o r  S t r e e t s  and Highways, 
U.S. Department of T ranspor t a t ion ,  Fede ra l  Highway Adminis t ra t ion  
(Washington, D . C . :  U.S. Government P r i n t i n g  Of f i ce ,  1971),  p .  9 7 .  
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The N e w  J e r sey  Department of T ranspor t a t ion  (DOT) had determined i n  
1972 t h a t  a f l a s h i n g  beacon w a s  warranted a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  However, 
the  beacon was n o t  i n s t a l l e d  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h i s  acc iden t  and two previous 
f a t a l  acc iden t s .  F lash ing  beacons have been e f f e c t i v e  i n  reducing 
r igh t - ang le  c o l l i s i o n s .  However, t h i s  i n t e r s e c t i o n  should r ece ive  
cont inued s u r v e i l l a n c e  t o  determine t h e  beacon's e f f e c t i v e n e s s  a t  t h i s  
l oca t ion .  T r a f f i c  counts  taken by t h e  New Je r sey  DOT a t  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  i t  s a t i s f i e s  t h e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  signal ope ra t ion  given i n  
the  MUTCD "Accident Experience Warrant." 2/ 
th ree-color  s i g n a l  w i l l  be necessary  if t h e  high acc iden t  r a t e  cont inues .  

It  is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  a 

Therefore ,  t h e  Nat ional  T ranspor t a t ion  Sa fe ty  Board recommends t h a t  
the  New Je r sey  Department of T ranspor t a t ion :  

Maintain s u r v e i l l a n c e  of t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of U.S. Route 206 
and County Road Route 616 through c a r e f u l  monitor ing of t r a f f i c  
volumes and a c c i d e n t s .  Use t h i s  information t o  determine the  
need f o r  f u r t h e r  c o r r e c t i v e  a c t i o n  t o  improve t h e  s a f e t y  
of t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  (Class  11, P r i o r i t y  Action) (H-78-31) 

I n s t a l l  a Junc t ion  Assembly and D i r e c t i o n a l  Marker Assembly 
on t h e  approaches of County Road Route 616 t h a t  d i r e c t s  d r i v e r s  
t o  U.S. Route 206. (Class  11, P r i o r i t y  Action) (H-78-32) 

K I N G ,  Chairman, McADAMS, HOGUE, and DRIVER,  Members, concurred i n  
the  above reconunendations. 


