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Administrator 
Federal  Aviat ion Adminis t ra t ion 
Washhgton, D . C .  20591 

I 
\ SAFETY RECOMMENDAT I ON (5) 

A-80-15 i -- 
On January 26, 1979, N7671Q, a Cessna 3109, on a nonscheduled a i r  

t a x i  f l i g h t ,  made a hard landing a t  Beckley, West Vi rg in i a ,  which 
in ju red  two passengers and damaged the  a i r p l a n e  s u b s t a n t i a l l y .  

The pilot-in-command was f l y i n g  t h e  l i g h t  twin-engine a i r p l a n e  from 
the  r i g h t  s e a t .  In the  enclosed acc ident  b r i e f  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h i s  acc iden t ,  
t h i s  f a c t  i s  s t a t e d  as a s i g n i f i c a n t  "remark." While t h e  p i l o t  of t h e  
f l i g h t  held i n s t r u c t o r  and instrument f l i g h t  i n s t r u c t o r  c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  he 
s t a t e d  t h a t  he w a s  not  engaged i n  f l i g h t  i n s t r u c t i o n  from the  r i g h t  s e a t  
a t  t h e  time of t h e  acc iden t ;  however, the  l e f t  f r o n t  s e a t  was occupied 
by a p i l o t  with only a single-engine r a t i n g .  During t h e  course of t h e  
inves t iga t ion ,  a p o t e n t i a l  s a f e t y  problem was i d e n t i f i e d  which could 
con t r ibu te  t o  similar acc idents .  

The Cessna 3109 is c e r t i f i c a t e d  f o r  s i n g l e - p i l o t  opera t ion .  The 

The Nat iona l  Transpor ta t ion  Safe ty  Board's i n v e s t i g a t i o n  d i s -  
f l i g h t  instruments  a r e  pos i t ioned  on t h e  l e f t  s i d e  of t h e  instrument  
panel.  
c losed t h a t  t h e  f l i g h t  instruments  a r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  see from t h e  r i g h t  
f r o n t  s e a t  and t h a t  t h i s  may be t r u e  i n  o the r  l i g h t  twin-engine a i r c r a f t .  
Nevertheless ,  t h e  r egu la t ions  i n  1 4  CFR P a r t  135 do not  p r o h i b i t  t h e  
pilot-in-command from occupying the  r i g h t  s e a t .  The Safe ty  Board 
be l i eves  t h a t  a i r c r a f t  w i th  s i m i l a r l y  configured instruments  should not  
be flown from t h e  r i g h t  seat by the  pilot-in-command f o r  14  CFR P a r t  135 
opera t ions .  &I 
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with  a c e r t i f i c a t e  of demonstrated a b i l i t y  because he had l o s t  t h e  s i g h t  
of one eye, t h e  recommendation is based on t h e  fac t  t h a t  our i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
determined t h a t  t h e  f l i . gh t  instruments  were not  adequately v i s i b l e  from 
t h e  r i g h t  s e a t  t o  a person w i t h  normal v i s i o n .  

Although t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  p i l o t  i n  t h e  acc iden t  a i r c r a f t  was f l y i n g  
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As a result of its investigation, the National Transportation 
Safety Board recommends that the Federal Aviation Administration: 

Require that the pilot-in-command of a Part 135 
air taxi or commuter air carrier flight occupy 
a seat in the pilot compartment which affords him 
the most direct view of the basic flight and 
navigation instruments with a minimal deviation 
from his normal position and Line of sight when 
he is looking forward along the flightpath. 
(Class 11, Priority Action) (A-80-15) 

KING, Chairman, DRIVER, Vice Chairman, McADAMS, and BURSLEY, 
Members, concurred in this recommendation. 
participate. 

GOWMAN, Member, did no t  


