
ANIMALS  
IN THE  

SCIENCE CLASSROOM
all activities undertaken in THE science class  
from pk-12 must have a robust connection to  
science standards. this includes dissection  
activities. the dissection of animals in the  
classroom must also be a developmentally  
appropriate activity. while dissection is "fun"  
for most students, fun activities that do not  
have a strong content connection should not  
be undertaken in the science classroom.  

Grade Level
Dissection 
Yes or No

Appropriate Usage of animals  
(live or dissection specimens)

PK-6 Not Recommended

no dissection is recommended.  
Live animals are recommended  
at these grade levels. Be sure to 
comply with Regulation 4800.1 
http://www.dodea.edu/foia/iod/
pdf/4800_1.pdf and local rules 

when keeping live animals in the 
classroom. 

7 and 8 not recommended

no dissection is recommended.  
Live animals are recommended  
at these grade levels. Be sure to 
comply with Regulation 4800.1 
http://www.dodea.edu/foia/iod/
pdf/4800_1.pdf and local rules 

when keeping live animals in the 
classroom. 

high school: 
biology, 

chemistry, 
physics, 

environmental 
science, earth 

science 

not recommended
no dissection recommended since 
there are no standards related 

connections

high school: 
ap biology, 

marine biology 
and  anatomy 

and physiology 

recommended

dissection only recommended 
when there is a strong content 
connection (utilize revised high 

school science standards) 
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PK-6
Not Recommended
no dissection is recommended. 
Live animals are recommended 
at these grade levels. Be sure to comply with Regulation 4800.1 http://www.dodea.edu/foia/iod/pdf/4800_1.pdf and local rules when keeping live animals in the classroom. 
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no dissection recommended since there are no standards related connections
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dissection only recommended when there is a strong content connection (utilize revised high school science standards) 
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