


Male U.S. citizens, wherever they live, and male noncitizens liv-
ing in the United States, who have reached their 18th birthday
but not reached their 26th, are required to be registered with
Selective Service.*
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Find out more about the Selective
Service and the registration requirement
by calling 1-888-655-1825.
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*    Must register within 30 days of release unless already age 26, or already registered when released, or unless exempt during entire period
age 18 through 25.

**    Residents of Puerto Rico, Guam, Virgin Islands, and Northern Mariana Islands are U.S. citizens.  Citizens of American Samoa are nationals
and must register when they are habitual residents in the U.S.  Habitual residence is presumed whenever a national or citizen of the Republic
of the Marshall Islands or the Federated States of Micronesia resides in the U.S. for more than one year in any status, except as a student or
employee of the government of his homeland.
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Members of the active duty military (active duty for training does No*
not mean "active duty" for registration purposes.)

Cadets and Midshipmen at Service Academies or Coast Guard Academy No*

Cadets at the Merchant Marine Academy Yes

Students in Officer Procurement Programs at The Citadel, North Georgia No*
College, Norwich University, and Virginia Military Insitute

National Guardsmen and Reservists not on active duty Yes

Delayed Entry Program enlistees Yes

ROTC students Yes

Those who leave Active Military Service for any reason before age 26 Yes

Men rejected for enlistment for any reason before age 26 Yes

Civil Air Patrol members Yes

$����������((
Lawful nonimmigrants on visas (e.g., diplomatic and consular personnel and No
families, foreign students, tourists with unexpired Forms I-94, I-95A, or Border
Crossing Documents I-185, I-186, 1-586, or I-444).

Permanent residents Yes

Special (seasonal) agricultural workers (I-688) Yes

Special agricultural workers (I-688A) No

Noncitizens officially in refugee, parolee, asylum status Yes

Undocumented (illegal) noncitizens Yes

Dual national U.S. citizens Yes

)�������
Incarcerated, or hospitalized or institutalized for medical reasons if released before Yes
reaching age 26

*���
	��
Able to function in public with or without assistance Yes

Continually confined to a residence, hospital, or institution No
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1. Although no draft is in effect, men are required to
register with Selective Service within 30 days of their
18th birthday. (Note: Men may submit registration in-
formation at 17 years of age. Their information is held
until 30 days prior to their 18th birthday, when it is

then processed).

2. Male U.S. citizens and most male aliens residing in
the United States are required to register.

3. Because Selective Service law refers to “male persons,”
women are not subject to registration or a possible
draft. Congress would have to change the wording

of the law in order for women to be registered.

4. The current registration requirement applies to men
born after December 31, 1959.

5. Men may register at any U.S. post office, or a U.S. em-
bassy, or consular office. They may also register by mail if
they receive a registration reminder postcard in the mail or

at high schools participating in the High School Registrar
Program. They may also register instantly on-line through
the Agency's web site, at http://www.sss.gov. Also, men
may register by telephone if they receive a Selective Ser-
vice registration card in the mail with a PIN number allowing
telephone registration.
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6. The only information a man provides when he regis-
ters is his name, address, date of birth, and Social Se-
curity number.

7. At this time a man’s only duty under the Military Selec-
tive Service Act is to register when required and subse-
quently, to notify Selective Service within ten days of
any changes in the information he provided on his
registration form until he turns 26 years old (after Janu-
ary 1 of the year in which he turns 26).

8. Failing to register or otherwise comply with the Mili-
tary Selective Service Act is a felony punishable by a
fine of up to $250,000, imprisonment for up to five

years, or both.

9. Eligibility for Federal student aid, job training benefits,
U.S. citizenship, and most Federal and certain state
government employment is tied to whether a man is
registered with Selective Service.

10. The purpose of registration is to have a list of names
and addresses of men who might be called if it is nec-

essary to reinstate the draft.

Q: What must a man do under Selective Service law?

A: A man must register with Selective Service within 30 days of his 18th birthday, and
let Selective Service know within 10 days of any changes in the information the
provided on his registration form, until he reaches age 26.

Q: Which Federal programs make registration compliance a condition of eli-
gibility?

A: Applicants for Federal student aid, Workforce Investment Act benefits, U.S. citizen-
ship, and those men seeking employment with most agencies of the Federal Govern-
ment must be registered.

Q:  What are the legal penalties for failing to register?

A: A man who is convicted of failure to register may be fined up to $250,000, impris-
oned for up to five years, or both.

Q:  Who is required to register with Selective Service?

A: With very few exceptions, males residing in the U.S., and U.S. citizens living abroad,
must register within 30 days of their 18th birthday.

Q:  How does a man register?

A: By completing a registration form at the post office, by having a faculty or staff
member help him to register through the High School Registrar Program, by com-
pleting a Selective Service registration card he may get in the mail, or by registering
instantly on-line through the Selective Service System's internet web site at
http://www.sss.gov, or by telephone, if you receive a Selective Service registration
card in the mail with a PIN number allowing telephone registration.

Q:  Why aren’t women required to register and subject to the draft?

A: The Military Selective Service Act refers to “male persons” in setting forth who must
register. Congress did not act on President Carter’s request to change the wording of
the law to include women. The Supreme Court has upheld the constitutionality of
men-only registration.
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Q:   What is the legal basis for conscription in the U.S.?

A: The Constitution of the United States empowers Congress to raise and maintain armed forces.
In the occasional challenges to this authority, the courts have upheld the constitutionality of
national conscription.

Q: Was the draft used only in times of armed conflict?

A: In 1940, prior to World War II, Congress passed legislation providing for a peacetime draft.
That legislation expired in 1947. However, declining military strengths prompted Congress to
enact new legislation which continued the draft until July 1973. Since 1973, the U.S. has relied
solely on volunteers for its military.

Q: If the Nation now relies on volunteers for military service, why is
registration with Selective Service necessary?

A: Peacetime registration guarantees the Selective Service System’s ability to provide addi-
tional manpower quickly and fairly if an emergency makes it necessary to increase the size of
the Armed Forces.

1. The militia concept brought by the colonists to

America was based on the belief that every man
had an obligation to his country to bear arms in its
defense.

2. The Constitution gives the Federal Government the
power to raise and maintain an armed force and to
declare war.

3. The general authority to draft men into the Armed
Forces expired in 1973, but registration continued

until 1975, when it was suspended. It was reinstated
in July 1980.

4. It would require an act of Congress to resume
the draft.
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1. During the Civil War, both the North and the South

used a conscription system controlled by the military
with no local civilian involvement in the process.

2. Local Boards composed of civilians were first used
during World War I to decide who should be deferred
or exempted from service.

3. The first peacetime draft in the U.S. was in 1940, over
a year before U.S. entry into World War II.

4. In 1969 and the early 1970s, draft procedures were
reformed in three ways. Many deferments were abol-

ished, the lottery was established, and the estab-
lishment of a single year of prime draft eligibility.

5. Even though the authority to induct men ended in
1973, the Selective Service System remains respon-
sible for supporting the volunteer armed force in an
emergency. Peacetime registration guarantees the

ability to respond quickly if an emergency makes it
necessary for Congress to resume a draft.

,-)	

Q: How was the Civil War draft different from the System developed later?

A: The Civil War draft was operated by the military with no local civilian involvement.
Men could avoid service by hiring a substitute.  Beginning with the World War I draft,
civilian Local Boards were established to decide who should be deferred or ex-
empted from service.

Q: Is the draft used only in times of armed conflict?

A: No. The first peacetime draft came in 1940, before U.S. involvement in World War II.
A peacetime draft also existed before and after the Korean Conflict and the draft
remained active during U.S. involvement in Vietnam. Right now, though, the U.S.
relies on volunteers for its Armed Forces.

Q: What is the mission of the Selective Service System when no draft is in
effect?

A: To administer the registration program and prepare to provide manpower to the
Armed Forces if a national emergency makes it necessary for the draft to be rein-
stated.

Q: What are the three major reforms of the Selective Service process which
make the draft more equitable?

A: The lottery, the abolition of many deferments, and the establishment of a single year
of prime vulnerability to the draft.
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1. The missions of the Selective Service System are to
provide manpower to the Armed Forces in response
to requests made by the Department of Defense, and

to develop and operate an Alternative Service Pro-
gram for conscientious objectors.
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2. The Selective Service System is an independent agency
within the Executive Branch of the Federal govern-
ment. It is not part of the Department of Defense.

3. An expanded field structure of the Selective Service
System would be required if the draft is resumed.
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Q: What is the mission of the Selective Service System?

A: The twofold mission of the Selective Service System is to provide manpower to the
Armed Forces in response to requests made by the Secretary of Defense, and to
develop and operate an Alternative Service Program for conscientious objectors.

Q: Is the Selective Service System a part of  the Department of Defense?

A: No. It is an independent agency within the Executive Branch of the Federal govern-
ment. It shares with the Department of Defense the responsibility for military man-
power procurement. The Director of Selective Service reports directly to the President.

Q: What is the organizational structure of the Selective Service System�

A: The Selective Service System has a National Headquarters, three Region Headquarters,
a headquarters in each state, and one for New York City, the District of Columbia,
Guam, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands and the Northern Mariana Islands.  Local  Boards
are allocated to counties and corresponding political subdivisions. Appeal Boards
cover the same areas as Federal judicial districts; a National Appeal Board, which
reports to the White House, is the highest level of appeal.

Q: Is the entire structure operational today?

A: No. The Boards and the State Headquarters would be activated only if Congress
should authorize a resumption of the draft, but the Board Members and State Direc-
tors have been appointed and trained.

Q: How is an adequate military force maintained?

A: The military recruits volunteers for the All-Volunteer Force, which includes active and
reserve forces. If necessary, Congress would authorize by law, and the President
would direct the Selective Service to augment these forces through a manpower
draft in a national emergency.

Q: In the event of a national emergency, what is the order of call-up for
military service?

A: Right now, plans provide that in a national emergency, the active Armed Forces
would first be supplemented by the National Guard and Reserves; the next additions
to the military would probably be draftees provided by the Selective Service System.
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There is a crisis requiring a return to conscription to meet military manpower needs.  Congress
passes, and the President signs legislation which activates the draft.

�����������

A lottery based on birthdays determines order in which registered men are called for possible
service. The first to be called for examination and induction, in a sequence determined by the
lottery, would be men whose 20th birthday falls during the calendar year of the draft, followed
if needed by those aged 21, 22, 23, 24, and 25.  Eighteen-year-olds and men turning 19
during the year would probably not be drafted.
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The Selective Service activates its field structure and orders its State Directors, Reserve Force
Officers, and Board Members to report for duty.
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Registered men turning 20 that year, whose birth dates drew low lottery numbers, are
ordered to report for a physical and mental examination at the nearest Military Entrance
Processing Station to determine if they are fit for service.
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Those who pass the military exam will have ten days to file a claim for deferment or exemption.
If no claim is filed or the claim is denied, they will be ordered for induction when their lottery
number is reached. Postponements may be granted for certain reasons after an induction
order is issued. Local Boards and Appeal Boards would start processing registrant claims.
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Within 193 days from the onset of a crisis, Selective Service must deliver the first draftees,
according to current plans.
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1. One of the first steps taken in the event of a draft
would be a lottery drawing.

2. The lottery would ensure two things: a random selec-
tion of men, and the ability of a man to know his chances
of being drafted very early in the draft process.

3. Two drums, one holding capsules containing  birth

dates and the other holding capsules containing se-
quence numbers, are rotated to mix the capsules to
assure randomness.
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4. Men with low sequence numbers will have a greater
chance of being called than those with high lottery
numbers.

5. If the draft continues beyond the end of the calendar

year, a new lottery will be held to apply sequence
numbers to the next group of men reaching age 20.
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Q: What is the purpose of the lottery in a draft?

A: The purpose of the Selective Service lottery is to make sure the selection process for
drafting men is fair and equitable.

Q: What will a lottery help ensure?

A: The lottery will help ensure that the selection of men to be drafted will be done in a
random manner. For example, every man with the same birth date (month, date, and
year), would, if classified 1-A, have an equal chance of being inducted. It will also
allow a man to know his chances of being drafted early in the draft process.

Q: How many drums are used in the draft lottery and what do they hold?

A: Two rotating drums are used; one to hold capsules containing birthdates of young
men, and the other to hold capsules containing random sequence numbers.  Drawing
one capsule simultaneously from each drum results in the pairing of a birth date and
a sequence number.

Q: How many lottery drawings are held during a draft?

A: One lottery drawing is held for each year of birth of men who will be called.
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1. Classification is the process of determining who is
available for military service and who should be de-
ferred or exempted.

2. The Department of Defense sets the standards of ac-
ceptability for military service and conducts the ex-
aminations.
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3. Following receipt of an induction notice and passing
the military exam, a registrant can file a claim for a
deferment or exemption.

4. A person would be in the highest priority group for

any resumption of the draft during the calendar year
in which he turns 20.
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Q: When is a registrant initially classified by Selective Service?

A: When his lottery number is reached for examination or induction, assuming his 20th
birthday falls within that calendar year.

Q:  What if a registrant believes he is entitled to reclassification?

A: A registrant who has been ordered for induction or found acceptable for military
service by a preinduction exam, may request a deferment or exemption by completing
a request form and sending it to the Selective Service office serving him.  His induction
will be delayed until his claim has been processed and decided.

Q: What is a conscientious objector?

A: A conscientious objector is someone classified by the Selective Service System as
having deeply held religious, moral, or ethical beliefs against participating in war.

Q: Can a registrant claim conscientious objector status not based on religious
training or belief?

A: Yes. His claim can be based on personal beliefs that are ethical or moral.

Q: Is a conscientious objector completely excused from military or other pub-
lic service in deference to his beliefs?

A: No. Depending on the nature of their beliefs, conscientious objectors may be required
to serve in noncombatant military roles, or perform civilian alternative service in the
national health, safety or interest, in lieu of duty in the Armed Forces.

Q: When is a registrant most likely to be drafted if the draft is reinstituted by
Congress and the President?

A: During the calendar year he turns age 20.
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1. The Boards remain inactive until a draft is resumed.

2. Board Members will decide claims made by regis-
trants and must be prepared to examine evidence,
and in some cases, interview registrants and their

witnesses about the claim.

3. All Board Members receive training in Selective Ser-
vice law, regulations, and procedures, so their deci-
sions will be as fair as possible.
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4. Registrants can appeal decisions of the Local Board to
the District Appeal Board. If the District Appeal Board's

decision is not unanimous, the registrant can appeal
to the National Appeal Board.
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Q: What classification actions are taken by the Local Board?

A: The Local Board takes action on claims for conscientious objection, hardship, ministers
of religion and students studying for the ministry. The Local Board will also review
claims for other classifications or student postponements that were denied by the
area office, should a registrant request such a review.

Q: How are Local Board Members trained to make classification decisions?

A. Local Board Members participate in formal training upon appointment and also in
continuation training.  Each member is issued a training manual that includes Selective
Service procedures as governed by the Military Selective Service Act.

Q: Can a registrant appeal a unanimous vote by the Local Board to deny a
claim for reclassification?

A: Any denial of a judgmental classification by the Local Board may be appealed to the
District Appeal Board.

Q: Under what circumstances may the decision of the District Appeal Board
be appealed?

A: An appeal may be made to the President from any decision of a District Appeal Board
which is not unanimous. The appeal will be determined by the National Appeal
Board.

Q: May the decision of the National Appeal Board be appealed?

A: No. The decision of the National Appeal Board is final; there is no administrative
appeal.
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1. The claim and appeal process is activated only after
Congress, by law, has given the President the author-
ity to induct men into the Armed Forces.

2. A claim may be filed only after receipt of a notice of
acceptability following an Armed Forces physical.

�� There are two types of classifications: administrative
and judgmental.
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4. Claims for conscientious objectors require appearance
before a Local Board.

5. The Board must notify the claimant in writing of its
decision, and, if his claim is denied, the Board will

state its reasons for the denial.
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Q: What are the two categories of classification decisions for claims for de-
ferment or exemption from military service?

A: The two categories are "administrative" and "judgmental."

Q: Who acts on administrative claims?

A: Personnel at the Selective Service area office act on administrative claims, based on
documents submitted by the registrant.

Q: Who acts on judgmental claims?

A: The Local Board decides judgmental claims, and also considers review of
administrative claims denied by the area office when requested to do so by the
registrant.

Q: When can a registrant file a claim for deferment or reclassification?

A: After “passing” the physical exam and being classified 1-A, a registrant could request
an exemption or deferment. In a crisis situation, when time is not available for pre-
induction exam, a man can file a claim for exemption or deferment after being ordered
to report for induction.

Q: If the registrant is granted a postponement, does his 1-A classification
change?

A: No. The registrant remains in Class 1-A and is issued a new date to report for induction
at the expiration of the postponement.

Q: Does a registrant filing a conscientious objection claim appear before the
Local Board?

A: Yes. In order for the Local Board to judge the sincerity of the conscientious
objector's claim, the registrant is required to make a personal appearance be-
fore the Local Board.



�����������

�4

����������	�
�����

The Selective Service System presentation pages can be downloaded instantly for
your classroom use from the Internet as either a Microsoft PowerPoint presentation
or as an Adobe Acrobat PDF file at www.sss.gov/tg2000.htm. You may also use the
pages from the presentation section of this book to make transparencies or handouts.

The Law:  The Military Selective Service Act —
Classroom Objectives:

• To understand key elements of the Military Selective Service Act.

• To understand one’s legal obligations under the Military Selective Service Act.

• To understand “how” to register.

• To be aware of the consequences of not registering.

History of Selective Service — Classroom Objectives:
• To recall the meaning of “Conscription.”

• To understand the historical basis for conscription, its development in America,
and the contrasting manpower needs of several periods in U.S. history.

Local Boards — Classroom Objectives:
• To understand the purpose, duties, and responsibilities of the Local Boards.

• To describe claims and appeal processes.

• To understand and be able to recall the criteria for claims and cite examples of
each of the judgmental claims.

Presentation Notes — Page 54-56
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The law under which the Selective Service System oper-ates
is the Military Selective Service Act. Act of June 24, 1948,
c. 625, 62 Stat. 604, as amended; 50 U.S.C. App. 451 et
seq.. Selective Service Regulations are contained in Chapter
XVI of Title 32 of the Code of Federal Regula-tions (32 CFR
Chapter XVI).
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