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C~aude Pepper'S brother: 

Diple wouldn·t get vote 


-I 
:\TALLAHASSEE - Make no 

mistake: Claude p~ wouldn't 
hav~ voted fO'r11ob~Dole this year, 
sa~~ Pepper's only surviving 
brothtr. 

i, 

In pledges to protect Medi
(Clre, Dole has noted as proof of his 
5inc~rity a 1983 letter from Pep

,per;':the late Miami 'congressman 
, and ;champion of the elderly. 
, ~ut Frank Pepper, brother of 

the ipemocratic congressman and 
, former U.S. senator from Florida 
whol'di~d in 19~9. is askin~ the 
Republ1can norrunee for p~ent 
to keep Claude Pepper's ria~ out 

" of th~ campaign. •. 
, I' , 

'ipsing my brother's flne 
nam¢. sterling record of supPort 
for pfograms to benefit seniors and 
hls tpemory for this purpose is 

, inappropriate." wrote Frank Pep
per, 18, a retired TV broadcaster 
in T~l1ahassee, in a letter to Dole. : 

il f 

" 

I.
I: 
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.	Pepper's 

brother 

tells Dole 
·tolayoff 
.DJMARK SILVA 

Oapltal Bureau ChIef 


I TA(,LAHASSEE - Make no 
mistake: Clal1de l'el)pCr wouldn't 
have voted (("Ir Bob Dole this 
year, Pepper's - only surviving 
brother says. 
, .:tn plcu!!.cs to orotcct Medicare, ...*......_ proofDolc's
CAMPAIGN of sincerity is 

. , '. a 1983 tener
.)96 from Pepper,

'. , the. . late 

Miami congressman and cham

pion of the elderly. Dut now Dole 

,ho~ another Pcpper letter he 

, wdn't be so proud of. , , 


.Frank I'eppcr, brother of lhe 
Democralic congressinan and 
former U.s. senator from Florida 
who died in 1989. i5 tlsking the 

Republican
nominee for 
president to 
keep Claude 

;j~~"'i."":>t:~iI Pepper's name 
alit of lhe cam
paign.

"Using my 
brother's fine 
name, sterling
record of sup. 
port for pro

.t.-.;..;;r..r..J.._""-'.J grainS to bene
fit seniors· and 

F. • his memory for 
lhis~, purpose is inappropriate," 
Frank Pepper, 18, a reLired TV 
broadcaster in Tallahassee, wrolc 
to .oolc on Wednesday. .

It'S not that Dolc is an enemy'
of the elderly, Pel'pcr says. It's 
just that Pepper docsn't appreci. 
ata Dole's political trad~ on a 
family name of "dyed-tn-rhe·
wool! Democrals," the Peppers, 
in his· race with President Clin-. 
ton. ~ 

"I :know he doesn't go around 
kiekihg old people in the back or 
the groin," Pepper says of ODic. 
"Butfl think he's trying to give
the illlpression that he's a great· 
friend of tIle elderly, and the 
record doesn't show that." 

And there's no way Pepper 
would SU2.POl'l Dolcp~l.ilically,
he sa~s: "To be honest WIth 'Unn 

I 

,~ 

' . 

FRIEND OF MEDICARE: 
Claude Pepper. 

~pon the commission," Pepper
\Vfote. 
, Frank Peflper says he is "prctty

sure" his I:)rol!tcr wrote a letter 
like [his to all members of lhe 
commission. Republicans and 
QcmocraLs alike. 
l.Dole pulled the, Jeltcr from his 
pOcket during a lour of a Soulh 
Florida nursing home last month 
Cllld invoked Pepper's Mme from 
I,h'e podium ora SlUm~?spcech i!" 
T3lnpa in August. 1 he candl
dare's wife. Elizabeth I.>ole, rend 
from lhe lettcr nl the Republican 
National Convention in San 
miego. 
. Pepper was Bn author of Medi~ 

care lesislalion, lhe national pro
gram of heallh care for l.he 
elderly that has become a pomt
dfconlcntion ill the !996 presi
dential race. In Lhelr debates. 
(mhton has chnllcnged Dole ror 
backing a Republican plan that 
WQuid have more sharply cure 
tailed increases in Medicare 
spending over the nc~t few years
lhan cutbacks that Clinlon has 
supported.

'Frank Pepper says Dole is 
using the leUer on Social Security
to support his cl&lim that he 
"would never do anythin$ to hurt 
Medicare Of other senior pro
grams ... Applying it to the cur
renl Medicare debate is wrong." 

'Sounding a bit like Clinton 
himself, Frank Pepper's letter 10 
Dole concluded; "My brother 
respected your decades of service 
to our nation. Howe..·er, 1 must 
ask ;you to please resist what 
must be advice from political
advisers to inappropriately use 
y,?ur relationship with Claude." 



... 	 . # --J 

allybody that ever knew Claude 
would agree with that:' , 

Dole's May 11, 1983 letter 
from :Claude Pepper is a two

; 	 page note of thanks for working
wilh Peppcr that year on a com
mission formed to keep Social 
SccuriJy (rom financial ruin. 
"We could never have produced
the package' without· your skill 
and si'ncercst desire to see that 
our eammission make a mean
ingful ~ontrjbution to the saving
of Sot,iaJ Security without the 
Wholesome influence YOU excrted 
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to please resist what. must 'be, advice' from 
with 
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Frank I?·epper, 
. 1020 M~~ritt Drive 

I . •

Tallahassee, Florida 32301 
October. 16, 1996 

The Honorable Bob Dole 

Dole for President 

810 First Street, N.E. 

Washington, D. C. 20002 


Dear Senator Dole: 

You have repeatedly referenced a note of gratitude from my late 
brother, Claude Pepper, about your work d~the 1983 social Security 
Commission. It. appears to me th,at you ari~ doing so to support your 
assertion that you 'would never do anyt;hing to hurt Medicare or 
ot:;her"-seniol::" programs~ Using my brother's fine name, sterling 
record of support for programs to benef~~ ,seniors, and his memory 
for this purpose is inappropriat~. Claud6 was appreciative of your 

. and all the Social security commission me~bers' work; however, your 
using his personal note about this expe~ience and applying it to 
the current Medicare debate is wrong. : 

'. 
If he were alive today, Claude Pepper wou~d be-the first in line to 

take action to truly strengthen:the Med~care and social Security 

programs.. You have not supported many of the provisions he would 

regard as strengthening the program, suqh as incorporating long

term care and dental care; Just as he rejected' the uELDERCARE" 

alternative to Medicare (which would have\, left millions of elderly 

uninsured) that you are still praising,: .he would have strong),.y 

rejected your past and current proposals for excessive cuts and 

detrimental policy changes, such as. Medical Savings Accounts, to 

both the Medicare and Social Sec4rity pro~rams. I have to believe 

you under~tand this and find it surprisin~ that you would engender 

his name to provide some sort ,of politic~lly expedient cover for 

the policy changes you are advoc~ting fO~: the Medidarap~?g~am .. ' 


My . brother .respected your docades·, of :service' to our ,nation. 

However, I must ask you 

political advisors to 

Claude. 


CC! President Bill Clinton 

! 

i 

i 
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.81MARKSILVA .. 

.Capital Bureau Chief 
TALLAHASSEE .~<Make no 


mistake: Chmde Pepper wouldn't 

have voted 'for Bob Dole this . 


.b~~e;:i:':;~ .J~lr:~;~s~~~}~~~.r 
·!npledSteSlo'Dfotect Medicare; ;., 

., . Oole's proof FRIEND OF MEDICARE:'. CA.MPAIGN of sincerity is' Claude Pepper.' . 
a 1983 letter 

",.'96' .. from Pepper, . 

..• .' . the . late 


And there's no 	 way Pepper~~':f-6f'llien.~a!fij:~Bu~~~~!Jj:JJ;~:·' . would support Dole politically. 
Kas another. Pepper letter he 
won't be so prou'd of.·· 

. . IFpJlk <.J;>epp~r, .~r.Q.ther ..Q(J~.e" ~ 
. De~ocratiC' congressman .and 
former U.S. senator from Florida 
who died in 1989, is asking the 

. 	 Republican 
nominee for 
president to 
keep Claude 
Pepper's name 
out of the cam· 
paign. 

"Using my 
brother's. fine 
name, sterling 
·record of sup- . 
port for pro
grams to bene

L.-=.i...\.._~;.;;.J fit seniors and. 
F. Pepper .his memory for 
this purpose is inappropriate," 
Frank Pepper, 78, a retired TV 
broadcaster in Tallahassee, wrote' 
to Dole on Wednesday. 

It's not .that Dole is an enemy 
· of the elderly, Pepper says. It's 

just that Pepper doesn't appreci· 
ate' Dole's political trade ona 
family name of "dyed-in-the
wool Democrats," the PepperS, 
in bis race with President Clin
ton.' . 

~'I know he doesn't go around 
· kicking old people in .the back or 
· the;groin," Pepper says of Dole.' 
· "But I think he's trying to give 

the.impression that he's. a great 

friend of the elderly, and the 

record doesn't show that.·' 


.he says: uTo,be honest with you, 
anybody that ever knew Glaude 
wo~ld agree \'.'ith· that." : . 

. Dole's May II, 1983 !,Ietter 
from Claude Pepperisa two· 
page note· of thanks for :working . 
with Pepper that year on a;com
miSsion formed .to keep Social 
SecUrity from financial ;' ruin. 

'-.:·We could never have propuced 
die, package· without your skill 
and sincerest· desire to see that 
our commission make a. mean
ingfUl contribution to the saving 
of $ocial Security witho¥t the 
wholesome influence vou exerted' . 	 I . . 

upon t~e com'mission, n Pe~pe~
wrote. . . .; ,: 


: .. , ,Fr.~nt<. P.eppet;.~.Ys.he ,i.~~·pr:h~Y:. 

sure. hIS brother wrote· a: letter 


. like this to aU memberS of ithe 

cOrlllnission, .Republicaris'~nd 


,Democrats.alike;, ~ ....' .... _ :' ... 

Dole pulled the letter from1fiis . 

poc~et during a tour of a SOuth 
Flonda nursing home last month 
and invoked Pepper's name from 

. the podi~mof ~ stump speedi in' 

Tampa In August. The candi

date's wife, Elizabeth Dole, read 

fron:t the letter at th~Re~ubliCan I 

NatIOnal ConventIon In San 
Diego. " '. 

Pepper was an' author of Medi-I 
care Jegislation,the national pro- Ii 

gram of health care for the 
elderly that' has become a point 
of c<?ntention in the 1996 preSt- 1 
denhal race. In their debates !. 

. - '-' 

Clinton has challenged Dole lor 
backing a Republican plan that 
would have more sharply cur
tailed increases in Medicare 
spending over the next .few years' .' 
than cutbacks that C1mton has : 
supported. 

Frank Pepper' says Dole' is 

using the Jetter on Social Security 

to support his Claim' that he 


. "would never do anything to hurt 
Medicare or other senior pro
grams ... Applying it to the cur
rent Medicare debate is wrong." 
. Sounding a bit like ,Clinton. 
himself, Frank Pepper's letter to 
Dole concluded: "My' brother 
respected your decades of service 
to our· nation. However,.1 must. 
ask. you to please resist what 
must be advice from political 

. advisers to inappropriately use. 
your relationship with Claude." 

. I . 

.... , ' 



L......""''' The president Is de
M_._ magogulng Medi
care, m,I'Iead,Ing voters on w,hat 
needs to be dona to fix It 

"More than 37 uiillion elderly Americans 
depend on Medicare for their health care. 
'More than 110 million workers pay thou
saDds in taxes every year to supporttliem. 
, But with two Weeks to go until Election 

Day, neither Bill Ointon nor Bob Dole has 
" 

. That's much faster than the anticipated Which brings up the thinl probleni with 
overalJrate ofinflation. And while health· ainton's attack on the level ofGOP cUts. It 
care' inflation has been greater, Ointon, implies the problem is less severe than it is, 

, vital to 
' 

himself has pointed out that (Xlntrolling it In August, the nonpartisan Congressio
government costs. ' nal BUdget Office found nearly twice the 

association told level of Medi~ savings asproJ)9S00 by
Wednesday's de- Ointon will be needed juSt to 'keep the 

was misrepresenting its Medicare tru$t, fund for hospitals solvent 
, It has said the GOP , 'until 2004: And the former chief acluaJy

'pIa~ol)u1(PCul, to some inner-city and ru~ 

:"Medlca.re needs 
, help now, I have 
,proposed (a) budget 
whlch •~ . would 
save a lot 'Of money 

.' through mn~ 
rilanaged care." 

,"USA TODAY hopes to 
serve as' a forum for bet-, 
ter understandi,ng and 
unity to help make the ' 
USA truly one nation." 

-Allen H. Neuhlirtb 
Founder, Sept. 15, 1982 

David MazzareUa " 
,Editor . 

Karen JUrgensen, " 
Editor of the 

. Editorial Page 
Thomas Oirley 

President andP:ublisher ' 

Today's d8bate:SAVING MEDICARE 

Clinton "rhetoric masks " 
scope .ofMedicate ills 

. '. . " '.' '. . ." . . \ 

, 'i 

donemudltohelpeithergroupunderstand 'raIhosPitalclosi~-aserioUs(Xlilcern- , \" 
thecrisisthenearlybrokeMedicaresystem but not 700. It also says manyhospitais " I: ,', !' 

~ Both say ,a bipartisan commission would close under any Medicare monn. ,Tecbfology can ,~clogairports, " 
will ,be needed, to overcome inevitable That's thC second problem wi~the Me-The,i:apaclty crunch at u.s. aIrpoI1S Is ' 
temptations ,to exploit the issue politically. discare campaign: It obscures similarities 
But, meanwhile, the exploitation is weU un~ , between the GOP and the adminiStration. 
der way with Ointon weU ahead in mis-, ,Seruors under either party can eXpect: 
Jeading Medicare charges. , ' 
, His ads in florida and,other states ,with 
,huge elderly popula
,tionssay;' <IDole-, 	 Rising costs 

'Net federal out
lays for Medlcareoverh!,nexUew 

~ 'years On billions):
'1"""'''''''''''''!>I'''''
1m~"'"'~98 
'I898!'Ii~1"t11\ 
1999 '237 
200Q~~ 
~~ 

"s-.;~_ 
..~ , 

tried to cut " 
billion... ' , 
last ~". A_

•"~s 
Chnto~ saId' 

Anlerii~ Hos-

hospita~ " 
keeps say-, 

package , 
. 24 inMe&care savingswoidd 

mamtam the hospital i!lSurance trust fi,md, 
, 'on ,the'r0a9'~ inso,veney in 2001, 

for the next decade. " 

:Cacbis wrong factually. 

; " 'plans. Neither, party would force anyone
claim is misleading in three ways: , into managed care, even though' that's 

' " what's happening in the private sectOr. 
has noted in two debates, the· .. PaYment cuts. Almost 70% 6ft11e sav

billion "cuts" in Medicare Ointon at-' ings in t\le initial and cunent GOP; plans 
taclcS were actUally proposed cuts in rapidly. would cqme from cuts in payments to doc-' 
;;""""'C:lnaM,edicare spendino Never en-, to,"' hospitals and other health-care. pro
--- ......'"acted and since revised at reduced savings, viders. The same goes for Ointon's unen
that Dole:-supported plan would have in- acted proposals. but at' a level about Ii third 
ci'ei!sedsjlending per recipient nearly 4{)%, to IWfthat of GOP measures, , 

fortbe agency that oversees the ~fund 
says savings of as mudl, as $300 biI1ion' 
over' seven years are needed to ~ it 

,sound. And then it will be sound only until', 
the baby boom starts refirini, " "': 'dumb smOkers can be ("VllIage (X)UDcii tic( 

. SO the public is left to believe the prob- . approves Plan to ban all smoking out- "" 
lem is easily fixed. ,,',', , "doors," Ne~ Thursday), ,tha 

U1titnately. an independel?t CommiSsion I lInil it IIisgustlng to smell the smoke ot, der 
tnay prove to be the only way to resolve the ' those ~ people wbeQ I enter a a 51 

, "' ......m·s problems. But this '-,'"s political, building anjl must hold my breath. I get if-, the 
~J~-	 1"'" rUsted when a smoker has the window nee: 
games IlIlilce that job even tougher for the ' down in a car near me and tI:mes a stIJl. ( 
commission, the next Congress and the ~rningcl8arette out Why do they assuine dis! 
next n~;np,nt 

.. Higher premiums for Medicare's in
'surance for doctor bills. Ointon in his i996 
budget proposals sought to increase premi_ 
ums from $46 a month to $83 in 2002. The 
GOP would have raised them to $87 and 
even higher for wealthier retirees. ' '. ., .._
' .. More ,incentIves .or semors to .....ve 

'Medicare's traditional, expensive, fee-for-
Service system. The GOP would have ex
panded the program that's already lured 
.10% ofthe Medicare population into man~ 
aged care that costs less aild oilers more. 

,And it would have let seniors opt for medi
cal savings accounts in which they (X)u)d 
buy coverage for' themselves and JX1Cket 
the savings. The administration opposes
medical savings accounts as a sop ,to the 

,healthy and wealthy. Buth also would en
courageseniorstomoveintomanaged-care 

"ThIs Is a poU~c8l
year. And the ' 
president's playing , 
poUtlcs with 
Med1care.But after 
tbls year's over. 
we'U ~lve It" 

ri ' 
~! 
;I 

'certainly real, It Is going to get worse, and 
' it is lIriportant the public be made aware, 

of this problem ("Alrpo11S search for ways 

to expaiId capacity," Money, Oct 2). ' 

,How'ever, the comment by George 

DoughtY. former Denver aviation director, 

::;::::sec:::s'::=~~ 
be more wniq. , 
•NASA. Is currently conducting a $120 . 


mJlUon 
I 
.terminal area producUvity pro

' grain'tOinaease traJIIc-handllns capacity , 

at exIsIiIngalrpoI1S by using. new and 


,:.:ems:f~co~les lndude redU~ 
Ing separation betWeen aircraft, using a4

'vanced Wake-VOI'\I;lX detection and avoid
anee methods, and developing computer 
aIgortthms to aJd hlgb-6peed suri'ace oper- , 

'ations and reduce time on runways. , 
AtUrther part of the program. aimed at 

achievin'g dear-weather levels· of traJIIc 
=~elc:,=~~~:i~~ 
techno\o8ies Can!ie used to increase ca
paclty. Using the Global Positioning S)'lr 

tem to lOcate the aircraft, NASA plans to, , 


. provide pilots with 811 electronic, moving
,map dlsp~y showing the position of the 

'aircraft and other traJIIc on the ground. 


The same technology can be used to de
pict'taxiWliysldelinesandeenterunesvir
tuaily on II sheet of glass supertmposed be
tween tile pilot's eye and the forward ' 

windshield. ,The combination of displays Is 

expected,io allow pilots to taxi accurately 

and rapidly even wben the natural oul-the
window view is obscured by fog or snow. 


The development· and evaluation of

these dIsPlay systems is under way al a 

nUmbe~:lert~=~ associate 

,San Jose State University Foundatloo 
'i NASA.Ames Research Center ' 

, ': "Moffett Field, Callf.' 
SmokeJ deserve their own smoke' 

" in ~nse to the recent proposal, in 
. Friendship Helgbts, Md., to ban smoking in eel: 

la"- indudl td I am ap- me 
=~~at~: ~tliC and try 

:::,':,
'......,.. 
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President protects seniors .... 
, ,', Clinton was, wowth, but in a real rut" ~d r:an earlier' 

warnings that "needed hOSPltaJS In, rural or, ' , 
right to veto mner-eity communiti~ wo.!"d be forced to 'I 

, I, the Republican plan. It was bad , shut their, doors, penod Nearly every
I for senIors and fOf: tho program. ','state'hospitaJ ~ati(ln alsojoin~x wrote 

" 

, , , :,'that the Republican pIan would:, Jeopar-
By ,Laura D'Andrea,', Tyk,n ' ,'diZe the ability ofhospitals and healthsys-, 

, tems t6 deliver quality care." , ." , ' , , 
, In 1'993, President Ointon a~ respon-, ... The DOle-Gingrich plan propoSed un;. 

, ,sibly to extend th~ life of~e ~edicare trust nocessary structural changes that ~ncourage 
, fund without asmgle, Republican vote. I,n the healthiest and wealthiest Medi~ ben~ 

, . 1995 and 1996, ,the Pres,ident continued to eficiarieS to ,exit the traditional program, 
fi8htJor it balanced budget thatwould;ex-, ' leaving poorer and sicker beneficiaries in a 
tend, the trust fund for adecade from now ' riskier. costlier arid u1timately less effective 
'while protecting the integrity of Mediqre: '~'" ," . , ~, '," , " " 
' The preSident alsoa~ respo~lbly ... The Dole-Gingrich plan propose4 in

, 

, 
when he vetoed the $270 ,billion Medicare ~in'premiums that w<;>uld bave ' 
reduction in the Sen. Bob Dole-Rep, Newt amounted to $268 per couple this year and 
Gingrich budget - three times larger than $1,700 perc6uple by 2002. Eld¢rlyAmeri-, 
any previ(lus cut in history. .;' Cans would have been forced to pay moreI ' . The Republican plan was bad policy ,for' for less _ a cutby anyone's definition.'·' 

J four reasons. ," , , ;' , Bob Dole is now propoSing a $550 bit
... The reductions ar:bitrarily capped ,lion cainpaigntax cut;..... twice as !mie as 

, • Medicare spending per,beneficiary to,20%' the DoIe-GiDgnch plan that necessl~ted a 
below the projected gro~ of per-pers:o~ $270 billion Medii:.are cut Ifhe were to pay. 
private health insurance premiums. M~- for it the same way the Dole-Gingrich planI ! care would have been forCed to cut serv.lces paid fpr· its $245· billion taX cut, the '~wrI , . per beneficiary, gradually undennining the quired cut .to Medicare wo~d top, $300 bil,,'" 

' 

pr(lgrain's status as a first-class bealth-care . lion over SlX years. According to anA u8U;St., I 
I 

. 

system: The combined impact ofthe ~edi- 19% Congressional Budget Office analysI~ 

I 
 care and Medicaid cuts led the Amencan cuts ofthis magiritude would be ~dracom

Association of Retired Persons to urg~ a an," would "lead to an actual reducti<;>n in 
vetO of the· Dole-Gingrifh plan'last N;o- hospitaJ payments," and "overall quality of 
vember; .' '.. care in Medicare might be threatened" 

• These excessive cutS threatened the .. It is responsible for this;president --,. or 
700 most vulnerable hospitaJs that are any leader _ to warn ArlJ:e~cans about an 
highly dePendent on Medi?JfC and ~~- eConomic plan that would nsk that degree 
caid.The American Hospital ASSOCJat19~' ofharm to the. Medicare program:. , . 

• j 

wrote Dole last year stating that for hospl;' . . .. , 
tats, .~reductions of that. magnitude would laura D'Andrea TySon, is· President Clin
result not in a reduction in the rate of lon's national eConomic adviser.· . . , 
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(Copyright 1996} 
In 1993, President Clinton acted responsibly to extend the life 

* ofthe Medicare trust fund without a single Republican vote. In 
1995 and 1996, the president continued to fight for a:balanced 
budget that would extend the trust fund for a decade trom now while 

* protecting the integrity ofMedicare..' .: . 
The president also acted responsibly when he vetoed the $270 

* billion Medicare reduction in the Sen .. Bob Dole-Rep. Newt Gingrich 
budget 	-- three times larger than any previous cut in history. 


The Republican plan was bad policy for four reasons. 

* 	 The reductions arbitrarily capped Medicare spendit}g per 
beneficiary to 20% below the projected:growth ofper-person private 

* health insurance premiums. Medicare would have been forced to cut 
services per beneficiary, gradually undermining the program's status· 
as a first-class health-care system. The combined impact of the 

* Medicare and Medicaid cuts led the American' Association ofRetired 
Persons to urge a veto of the Dole-Gingrich plan lastNovember. 

These excessive cuts threatened the 700 most vuln~rable hospitals 
* that are highly dependent on Medicare and Medicaid. The American 
Hospital Association wrote Dole last ye~r stating tha~ for hospitals, 
"reductions of that magnitude would result not in a reduction in 

the rate ofgrowth, but in a real cut" and: ran earlier w~rnings 
that "needed hospitals in rural or inner-city communities would be 
forced to shut their doors, period." Nearly every state, hospital 
association also jointly wrote that the Republican plan would . 
"jeopardize the ability ofhospitals and health systems to deliver 
quality care." . ': . .... 

The Dole-Gingrich plan proposed unnecessary struCtural changes 
* that encourage the healthiest and wealthiest .M;edicare beneficiaries 
to exit the traditional program, leaving poorer and sic~er 

Source: USA Today, October 21, 1996 

Copyright © 1996 Dow Jones & Company, Inc. All Reserved; : 	 Pagel
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, beneficiaries in,a riskier, costlier and ultimately less effective 
1 ' 

program. " !, 

, The Dole-Gingrich plan proposed increases in prerruums that'would 
have amounted to $268 per couple this year and $1,700 per couple by 
2002. Elderly Americans would have been forced to pay more for less 
-- a cut by anyone's definition., ' , . 

Bob Dole is now proposing a $550 billioncampaig~ tax cut -.:. twice 
as large as the Dole-Gingrich plan that necessitated a $270 billion 

* Medicare cut. Ifhe were to pay for it the same way the ' 
" 1 

Dole-Gingrich plan paid for its$245 billion tax cut, the required 
* cut to Medicare, would top $300 billion over six years. According to 

an August 1996 Congressional Budget Office analYSIS, cuts of this 
magnitude would be "draconian," would "lead to an actual 
reduction in hospital payments," and" overall' quality of care in 

* Medicare might be threatened. II 
It is responsible for this president -- or any leader -.,. to warn 

Americans about an economic plan that would risk that degree of harm 
* to the Medicare program. ' 

',I 
I, 

I 

Source: USA Today, October 21, 1996 
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Pe,uper's' '{" .... 
~ " ,t)" • hf'6Uier.·.· ".. 

..•.. !£? , .' ,'::, ' :. ". . '. 

, ".; ,te~lls.··;Dole···' .:'<
.' l, \ I 

... tQl~y\of£L:: 
. . 8y MARK SII.VA.· " 

., Capital Bureau Chief, . 
.. TALI;AHASSEE<-:- 'Make rio.: 

inisiake:C1~udePepperwouldn't . 
have voted Jor: Bob ,bole this " 
yeat, Peppet~B' Qnly .. surviving p". " , . brother says,.f/.....::!,:!i.~,,,:.. ~'.'" Y,'; 
·Ir{pledge§:to-oroteet Medicare;;'" 


. ," Oole's ,proof'FRIEHD OF 1..1'r~"'II'AD~. 


CAMPAIGN ,I of sincerity is .CI,a.~de,··pepper... 

a 1983 Jetter', " . 
.",!96 ! .. ~ .. ' IrrOm .P,e'i?per," .upon" the'commission;'" ~epper,·.:


_.' , the late ,wrote.-' , . , '" ',' 

~ia~i ~CQ!l.gr,es~f!l.~n,.a'.1~. ,cham:'~'i:, .' ,Fran.\< Pepper,says he'i~ ~'pretty,

pIOn oftne'elClerly. ~ut nowDole sure" his brother' wrote a letter 

" :--,has another, Pepper letter he like' this to all members of the 
• , .{f • '<"1\..1: 

j.:' .won't be so proud oC' '."'::, 'commission,. Republic~nsaiid, 
.. fF~I1~J~e'pp~x~J?f.QJher .,QfJhe.:~., .DemOcrats,:alike~: ~; "::,/::,,,:..,',",'''' '. ,: ~;', ~ 

:," 

.. ', ':;<::':1 
.~ , . DemocratIc congressman '. B:nd . .Dole pulled the letter from hl~,' , 


forme~ ll·~; senator from flOrida pocket duril'!g a. tour of:a South . '. ,': ': 

who dled m 1989, Isaskmgthe .Florida· nurstng hOine last month 

Re pub lieaII and j'i1vokedPepper~s name from , . 
nom:,inee ,'. for· ,the podium ofastunip ~peech iJl" 

. presIdent· . t~); Tampa in August." The. candl-' 
keep', CI<,lude· . 'date's wife, Elizabeth Dole, read 
P,epper's 'name· from 'the letter atthe:Republican 
out ofthe eam-· National. Conv.entiori in'" San 
paign. . Diego;,.i ,". ". ,.., . 

"

'" 

I· 

. . 

, "'~,"We could never have produced

'. 'ifie;p~ckage ,with,out. your skill 
and sincerest· deSire to see that 

.' out commission mak~ a'me~n. 
ingj'ul contribuii?n to ,the saving

·of ,$()cial '~ecur~ty WIthout the 
Iwholesometnfluencevou exe,rted 
" •• "; .' ", • f, 

, . 

' 

. . "Using my.' '. Pepper was an author of Medi
brother's ~ne, ,care legislati,on, the national pro-. 
nam~, sterl.mg gralll·,of health 'care for t,he 
recori:J.of sup- elderly that has becQme a P.OIn,t ' 
port for pro- .. of contention in·the 1996 presl" .. 

.L-.;;;..:.o. ......... _ ........... grams to . bene-, .dential . race: In their debates. 
.' , fit seniors and, Clinton has'challengep . Dole for 
f·pepper " ;.,his memo!), f~~ '.backing '~LRepublican'plan that 
this. purpose IS, mapproprlate, .'.' would have more sharply cur-. 
F'rankPepper; 78, a retired ,TV ··;tailed .'. incr:eases in \ Medicare,. , 
broadcaster in Tallahassee. wrote, 'spending over the next,few years ",.: 
to Dole on Wednesday. ' , than cutbacks that Clmton has 

It's not that,Dole is an enem,Ysupported,', : ....... ,. 
'ofthe.elderly;.Peppersays. It s . Frank Pepper says Dole' IS 
just that Pepper ~oesn't appt~ci- usirig theleuer,on'So~ial Secu'rity 
ate ,Dole's'pohtlca,I, trad~ on a ··'to· support filS cJal~ :that. he 
family name of dyed.m.the-~'would never do anythtngto hurt 
wool. Democrats," the Peppers, 'Medicare.orother senior pro';"

"in. his race with President Clin-:grams.;,':rApplying.itto the cur
. ton... . . '. .' rent Medicare. debate is' 'wrong." 
. "I know he doesn't go around : ... ' Soundlng')l 'bit like Clinton. 
kiCkiJlg old people' in the, back or ,;' himselfj Frank Pepper's letter ~o' 
theigroin,:' Pepper s~ys of D<?le,., Dol~, concluded: "~y brot~~f'·! •. ' i :.'> 

"~ut I thtnk he'strytng to give: . respected your decades ofservlce 

the'. impression thai he's. a great· .', to oUr, nation, However, I : must. 

'. friend ofth~ elderly, a,~d the'. askfyou' tOI?Iease;resist':V,hat, 
" . re~()rd doesn·t :sho,w that.: .' <. ," 'must- be adVice'.. from pohtlc,a,J 

:. And there's noway Pepper .. advisers to inappropriately' use 

, would supp~)rt DOle. pol,iti,cally.1 your'rehitionship with Claude..".: 


. he say.s: "To be honest wuh you, :'. . \ ':"'" .' 
. anybody that ;~ver ~n~;v Claude .. 

. wo~ld agree With that. .:'.'. 

Security from' financial, ruin .. 

"I" 

<,,' : 

:. ' .. ' 

, . 
... 

Dole's·' May' .II, 1983 letter 
froin Claude Pepper is a ; two:. 

. . page note ofthanks for worki ng
.' with·Pepper that year ,on a ~0'!l· . 

mission fOrined .to keep SOCial 
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Frank Pepper 

I 
The ~onorable Bob Dole 
Dole for President 
810 First Street, N.E. 
Washington, D. C. 20002 

Dear Senator Dole: 

You have repeatedly referenced a note of gratitude from my late 
brother, Claude Pepper, about your work on the 1983 social security 
Commission. lt appears to me that you a~e doing so to support your 
assertion that you would never do anything to hurt Medicare or 
other senior programs. Using my brother's fine name, sterling 
record of support for programs to benef~t seniors~ and his memory 
for this purpose is inappropriate. Claude was appreciative of your 
and all the Social security commission members' work; however, your 
using his personal note about this exp~rience and applying it to 
the current Medicare debate is wrong. ' 

If he were alive today, Claude Pepper would be the first in- line to 
take action to truly strengthen the Medicare and Social Security 
programs. You have not supported many of the provisions he would 
regard as str~ngthening the program, such as incorporating long
term, care and dental care. Just as he; rejected the IIELDERCAREII 
alternative to Medicare (which would hav~ left millions of, elderly 
uninsured) that you. are still praising;, he would have strongly 
rejected 'your past and current proposa~s for excessive cuts and 
detrimental policy changes, such as Medical savings Accounts, to 
both the Medicare and Social security pr9grams. I have to believe 
you under~tand this and find it surprising that you would engender 
his name to provide some sort of politi~ally expedient cover for 
the policy changes you ~re adVocating for the Medicare program. 

My brother' respected your decades of service to our nation. 
However, I must ask you to please resist what must be advice from 
political advisors to inappropriately u~e your relationship with 

Claude. ~.~cerrly, ~ 

.l~~ f~~ 

. tank Pepper 

. I . . 
cc: President Bill Clinton 

P6/b(6)
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I 

Frank 
I 

Pepper 

The Honorable Bob Dole 
Dole for President 
810 First street, N:E. 
Washington, D. C. 20002 

i .Dear Senator Dole: 
I 

You have repeatedly r~ferenced a note' of gratitude from my late 
brother, Claude Pepper, about your work on the 1983 social security 
Commission. It appears to me that you are doing so to support your 
assertion that you would never do any,thing to hurt Medicare or 
other senior programs. Using my broi;:herts fine name, sterling 
record of support for programs to benefit seniors, and his memory 
for this purpose is inappropriate .. Claude was appreciative of your 
and all the Social Security commission members' work; however, your 
using his personal n6te abou~ this experience and applying it to 
the current Medicare debate is wrong. . 

If he were alive today, Claude Pepper wQuld be the first in- line to 
take action to truly strengthen the Medicare and Social Security 
programs. You have not supported many of the provisions he would 
regard as strengthening .the program, such as incorporating long
term care and dental care. Just as he rejected the tlELDERCARE" 
alternative to Medicare (which would ha~e left millions of elderly 
uninsured) that you are still praising, he would have strongly 
rejected your past and current proposa1s for excess i ve cuts and 
detrimental policy changes, such as Me4ical Savings Accounts, to 
both the Medicare and Social security programs. I have to believe 
you under~tand this and find it surprising that you would engender 
his name to provide som~ sort of politically expedient cover for 
the policy changes you are advodating fbr the Medicare program. 

I 

. I •

My brother respected your decades of: service to our natlon. 
However, I must ask you to please resist what must be advic~ from 
political advisors to inappr6priately use your relationship with 

Claude. ~:~Y'~ 
. ~nk Pepper 

cc: President Bill Clinton 

P6/b(6)



PEPPER LETTER BACKGROUND 


o 	 During the campaign -- including at the first Presidential debate, Senator Dole has 
frequently cited a note from Claude Pepper that thanked him for his work on the Social 
Security Commission. He used this note, and his past relationship with the deceased 
Claude Pepper, as proof that he would never do ariything to hurt Medicare. 

o 	 Senator Dole's reference to this note angered Claude Pepper's younger brother Frank .. He 
was so concerned that he sent a letter to Senator Dole (ccing it to the President) saying, 
"using (Claude Pepper's) note about this experien<:e and applying it to the current 
Medicare debate is wrong." 

o 	 In the letter, Mr. Pepper said, "he (Claude Pepper) would have strongly rejected your past 
and current proposals for excessive cuts and detrimental policy changes .... " 

o 	 Reportedly, Mr. Pepper forwarded his letter to the Miami Herald today. It is expected 
that they will write a story on it tomorrow. 
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! . 
Frank Pepper 

The HonorableBo~ Dole ,,: 


Dole for President 

BIOFirst street) H,E. 

Washington, O. C~; 20002 


)' . 

Dear Senator Ool~:' 
! 
I 

You have repeatedly referenced a not~, of gratitude from my late 
brother, Claude P.epper, about your work! on the 1983 Social security 
commission. It a'ppears to me that you ~re doing so to support your 
assertion that y:ou would never do anything to hurt Medicare or 
other senior prqgrams.. Using my brother's fine name, sterling 
record of support for programs to bene~it seniors, and his memory 
for this purpose1s inappropriate. Claude was appreciative of your 
a.nd a~1 the Socia;l security Commission ,'members' work; however, your 
using his person~l note about this experience and applyinq it to 
the current Meditare debate is wrong. : . 

If he were alive ~oday, Claude Pepper ~ould be the first in line to 
take .action ,toti!"uly strengthen the Medicare and Social security' 
programs. You have not supported many: of the provisions he would 
regard. as strengthening the program, such as incorporating long
term care and dental care. Just as he rejected the "ELDERCAREII 
alternative to Me,dicare (which would h~ve left millions of elderly 
uninsured) that ~you are still praising, he would have strongly 
rejected your ~~st and current propos~ls for excessive cuts and 
detrimental poli~y changes, such as Medical Savings Accounts, to 
both the Medicare and social Security programs. I have to believe 
you understand this and find it surprising that you would engender 
his name to pro'\liide some sort of politically expedient cover for 
the policy chang~s you are advocating' for the Medicare program.. 

~, . 

My brother resp'ected your decades qf service to our nation. 
However, I must ask you to please res~st what must be advice from 
political advisors to inappropriately iuse your relationship with 
Claude. 

: sincerely, 
\ i 

: Frank Pepper 

cc: President Bill Clinton I . 

~ 
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