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Partners submit inpatient, 
ambulatory surgery, and/
or emergency department 
data to HCUP.

HCUP processes the data into 
uniform file formats and develops 
intramural databases by data type 
for AHRQ’s internal use.

HCUP derives restricted access public release 
databases from the intramural databases. 
Outside researchers may purchase these data-
bases from the HCUP Central Distributor.

Each Partner receives a 
copy of its uniform state 
database(s). Partners may 
also receive complimentary 
copies of the NIS, KID, and 
NEDS if requested.
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